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REPORTS 


TO  THE  SENATE  AND  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 


THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS, 


Their  session  besfi.n  an  I  held  in  Vandalia,  December  I, 


ACCOMPANYING  THE  JOURNALS. 


VANDALIA: 

William  Wai/ters,  Public  Printer 

1839. 


Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  (the  Senate  concurring  therein,) 
That  the  Clerks  of  the  two  Houses  be  instructed  to  cause  all  reports  to 
either  or  both  Houses  to  be  bound  in  a  separate  volume,  so  as  to  save 
unnecessary  printing  and  journalizing. 

Adopted,  February  12,  1839. 


Iu.Lw»*i  SENATE. 


Is 


TH  ASSEM. 


REPORT 


TATE    HOUSE   COMMISSIONERS. 


December  10,  1838. 

Laid  on  the  table. 


Vandalia,  December  8,  1838. 
Mr.  Speaker:  We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  our  report,  which 
you  will  prease  lay  before  the  body  over  which  you  preside. 

Very  respectfully, your  obedient  servants,  i 

A.  G.  HENRY, 
A.  JOB, 
Slate  House  Commissioners. 


, 


REPORT  OF  THE  STATE  HOUSE  COMMISSIONERS. 


o  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  H>use  of  Representatives: 
•    The  undersigned,  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Legislature  to  eiect 
Public  Buildings  at  Springfield,  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

"Your  Commissioners  have  to  regret  that  Dr.  Hogan,  the  other  Com- 
missioner, declined  accepting  the  appointment,  thus'depriving  the  Board 
of  his  judgment  and  experience. 

On  the  sixth  day  of  April,  1837,  your  Commissioners  met,  were  quali- 
fied and  proceeded  to  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  them. 

The  first,  and  perhaps  the  most  important  subject  for  the  decision  of 
the  Board,  was  the  size  and  probable  expense  of  the  proposed  building. 
The  recent  location  of  the  seat  of  the  State  Government;  the  rapid  and 
unexampled  increase  in  our  population;  our  steady  progress  to  the  high 
destiny  every  where  predicted  for  us:  and  the  spirit  and  entcrpiise  of 
the  State,  seemed  to  render  it  imperative  on  the  Board  to  construct  a 
luilding,  whose  dimensions  would  meet  the  wants  of  I  he  present  gene- 
ration, and  whose  construction  and  appearance  correspond  with  the 
character  and  dignity  of  the  State. 


In  arriving  at  a  conclusion,  the  Board  have  not  disregarded  public 
opinion;  on  the  contrary,  they  invited  an  expression  of  opinion  from 
very  many  of  those  whose  maturity  of  judgment  and  correctness  of 
taste  would  entitle  that  expression  to  great  respect.  Every  where  the 
Board  has  found  a  disposition  for  the  erection  of  a  building,  permament, 
strong,  convenient,  imposing  in  appearance,  and  ample  in  dimension; 
a  building  which  should  stand  as  an  evidence  to  posterity,  that  the  State, 
even  in  its  infancy,  cultivated  a  fine  taste,  and  practised  a  wise  economy. 
Such  a  building,  the  Board  have  endeavored  to  erect;  and  they  trust 
that  its  progress,  so  far,  is  in  accordance  with  this  desire. 

It  is  impossible,  within  the  limits  of  a  report,  to  enter  into  detailed 
description  of  the  building  now  in  progress  of  erection.  Its  plan  may 
be  perfectly  understood,  by  an  examination  of  the  profiles,  estimates. 
&c,  accompanying  this  report;  and  to  which  the  Board  have  the  Iiodoi 
to  refer. 

The  Capitol,  occupying  the  centre  of  a  square,  whose  area  is  equal 
to  near  three  acres,  is  designed  to  be  123  feet  in  length,  89  feet  in  width, 
and  44  feet  in  height,  from  the  surface  of  the  earth  to  the  square  of  he 
building;  which  dimensions  are  exclusive  of  the  porticos,  which  will 
project  twelve  feet  on  the  north  and  south  fronts.  It  is  built  thusfar  of 
solid  cut  stone,  of  which  material  it  is  contemplated  to  finish  it. 

The  Board  consider  it   fortunate  for  the  interest  of  the  State,  that 
quarry  has  been  discovered  within  seven  miles  of  the  building,  furnish- 
ing sufficient- quantities  of  stone,  of  a  very  superior  quality,  both  for  du- 
rability and  appearance;  and  of  which  exclusive   use   has   been  made, 
where  stone  has  been  required. 

The   basement  story  contains  eight  large   rooms,  suitable  for 
nineteen  apartments  for  fuel  and  other  purposes,  and  a  fire-proof] 

The  first  story  comprises   a  hall,  extending  the  whole  width 
building,  thirty-two  feet  in  wklth,  and  lighted  from  the  dome;  a  rol 
the  use  of  the  Supreme  Court,  40  by  50  feet;  two  rooms,  23  by  ll 
suitable  for  committee  rooms;  and  three  rooms,  40  by  24,  intended  for 
library  and  offices,  each  16  feet  in  height. 

The  second  story  is  intended  to  contain  a  hall  of  the  House  of  Rer 
r'esentatives,  82  by  40  feet;  a  Senate  chamber,  40  by  50;  each  t 
feet  in  height,  and  lighted, in  part,  by  lanterns  from  the  roof.     Tb 
also  eleven  rooms,  of  a  convenient  size  for  committee  rooms,  offices,  &c 

The  building  is  now  about  16  feet  in  height,  from  the  surface,  having 
the  masonry  completed.  There  are  also  on  hand  quantities  of  store 
lumber,  brick,  and  other  materials;  and  we  have  now  employed  on  the 
work  thirteen  experienced  stone  cutters,  the  most  of  whom  liave  beer 
upon  the  work  for  the  last  twelve  months,  and  have  given  satisfactory 
denoe  of  their  skill  and  industry. 

To  effect  these  results,  the  Board  have  drawn  from  the  treasury  tin 
sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  appropriated  by  the  Legislature;  ii 
tion  to  which,  they  have  received  and  expended  three  thousand  dollar 
from  the  coming*  nt  fund,  upon  the  order  of  the  Governor;  and  they  hav 
incurred  responsibilities  up  to  November  17th,  to  the  amount  of  sevei 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars.  In  addition  to  this 
there  will  be  due  on  the  first  of  January  next,  about  two  thousand  thro 
hundred  dollars. 


*  «4 


*  In  relation  to  the  two  last  items — the  amount  drawn  from  the  contin- 
gent fund$  and  the  debt  now  due  to  individuals — the  Board  only  deem  it 
necessary  to  state,  that  able  and  experienced  hands  were  procured  with 
great  difficulty,  who  had  become  versed  in  the  routine  of  the  business;  to 
have  discharged  tbem,  and  to  have  recommenced  operations  wich  new 
ana  untried  hands,  would  have  been  not  only  inconvenient,  but  would 
have  involved  the  necessity  of  an  increased  expenditure — a  consequence 
to  be  avoided  as  well  in  public  employment  as  in  private  enterprise. 
In  conformity  with  these  views,  the  Governor  advanced  the  three  thou- 
sand dollars  above  alluded  to.  Confident  of  their  propriety,  tbe  Board 
incurred  the  debt  previously  spoken  of;  and  they  entertain  no  doubt  their 
Conduct,  in  this  particular,  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Legisiatuie. 
;  In  relation  to  the  mode  of  erection  adopted  by  the  Board,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  observe  that  the  small  amount  of  such  work  previously  done  in 
the  State — the  few  persons  among  us  acquainted  with  the  quality  and 
value  of  the  work  required — and  the  entire  uncertainty  as  to  where,  and 
at  what  expense,  the  chief  necessary  material  could  be  procured,  were 
considerations  which  indicated  to  the  Board  the  propriety  and  advan- 
tage of  constructing  the  work  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of 
Wie  Board,  rather  than  by  entering  into  contracts  for  the  performance  of 
a  work,  about  which  so  little  was  known  by  experience. 
»  The  Board  believe  that,  upon  an  examination  of  the  work,  it  will  be 
■een  that  this  plan  has  secured  better  workmanship,  at  less  expense,  than 
would  otherwise  have  been  practicable. 

I  The  mode  of  expenditure,  thus  rendered  necessary,  has  made  it  im- 
possible to  comprise,  within  the  limits  of  this  report,  a  detailed  statement 
of  the  items  of  expense;  and  the  Board  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  tender, 
for  the  inspection  uf  the  Legislature,  in  any  manner  by  them  designated, 
their  books  and  vouchers;  which  will  produce  ample  testimony  of  the 
fidelity,  and,  they  trust,  the  economy,  with  which  they  have  discharged 
.fheir  duties. 

I  From  the  foregoing  account  of  the  present  state  of  the  building,  the 
necessity  of  an  appropriation  by  the  Legislature  will  be  apparent. 
■  Accompanying  this  report,  is  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expense  of 
ibmpletion,  made  by  Mr.  Rague,  the  able  Architect,  under  whose  imme- 
diate direction  the  work  has  heretofore  progressed.  This  estimate  has 
•een  made  with  a  view  to  the  past  expenditure;  and  it  is  believed,  there- 
•re,  will  not  materially  vary  from  the  actual  expense  to  be  incurred. 
By  this,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars  will  be  required  to  finish 
the  building,  with  the  materials  and  in  the  style  at  present  proposed. 
I  The  unfinished  state  of  the  work,  and  its  consequent  exposure  to  the 
weather,  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  reasons  requiring  an  immedi- 
ate appropriation.  Should  such  an  appropriation  be  made,  the  Board 
believe  that  the  Capitol  may  be  completely  ready  for  the  reception  of 
the  Legislature,  at  the  period  designated  bylaw  for  its  meeting  at  Spring- 
field: and  it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark  that,  should  such  appropri- 
ation be  delayed,  this  result  may  be  rendered  doubtful. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

ARCH'D  JOB, 
A.  G.  HENRY. 
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i 

Estimate  of  Illinois  State  Capitol. 

13,203  feet  of  cat  stone. 
1,306  additions  for  doors  and  entablatures. 
1,080  antse  caps,  measured  twice  cross  lower  dia. 
1,679  pediments. 
2,010  entablature  of  porticos. 
2,704  columns,  including  flutes. 
3,916  portico  steps,  (two  feet  girth.) 
1,032  portico  flagging. 

176  stone  caps  to  chimneys. 

648  caps  to  columns. 

428  coping  and  steps  to  enter  casement. 


28,182  feet  of  cut  stone,  and  laid  at  $1  50,        -  -      $42,273  00 

203  perch  of  rough  stone  foundation  of  porticos,  and  laid       1,411  00 

1,736     do  do       do      for  cutting,  at  $5  per  perch, 

281,000  bricks,  laid  at  $14  .... 

18,000  feet,  or  20,250  lbs.  copper  for  roof,  at  26c 

Workmanship  of  putting  it  on,  per  square,  $4    - 
20,250  lbs.  of  freight  and  charges,  at  5c 

519  lbs.  nails,  for  same  purpose,  including  carriage,  38c 
18,000  feet  of  U  inch  board, =27,000,  at  $25     - 
12,000  feet  of  lumber  for  roof,  at  $25     - 

Framing  roof,  cupola,  ceiling,  and  planking  roof  - 
Workmanship  of  772  feet  of  corona  and  soffit     - 
2,244  lights  of  sash  and  glass  glazed,  at  58c 
3,048  lbs.  of  sash  weights,  at  7c 
260  pulhes,  at  37ic,  and  cords  for  same 
30,000  feet  of  flooring,=45,000,  at  $3    - 
Laying  same,  194  squares,  at  $5    - 
All  the  stairs,  168  steps,  and  materials,  average  $10 
3,872  lbs.  iron,  for  scarfing,  anchors,  truss  rafters,  &c.  at  20c 
5,360  lbs.  iron,  for  gates,  or  entrance  to  vestibule,  20c 
Plastering  and  stucco,  with  materials 
Painting  7,174  yards,  at  35c,  including  materials 
Cast  iron  columns,  stairs  - 
Carving  54  Corinthian  and  Ionic  caps,  at  $40 
Bases  to  same       - 
2430  feet  of  flagging,  hall  and  corridors  of  basement    - 
22,000  bricks,  pavement  of  basement,  at  $15     - 
9,000  lbs.  nails,  at  10c    -  - 

762  pairs  hinges  and  screws,  average  18fc 
7,000  inch  measure  pine  lumber,  at  $50 
'    18,000  inch  boards  for  deafening  floors,  $2  25     - 

Carving  gallery  fronts,  autse  caps,  door  pannels,  &c. 
16  bbls.  plaster  of  Paris  at  $15,  (not  included  in  stucco) 
12  bbls.  hydraulic  cement,  and  freight,  at  $12 

Brass  globe,  and  silk  cord  to  hoist  sash  from  2d  story 
S,000  feet  cf  lumber  for  truss  partition,  at  $25 

Workmanship  of  trussing  same,  32  squares,  at  $5 


I 


Carpenter's  work  (exclusive  of  the  above)  copied 

from  my  bill  of  particulars         -  -  -       $6,420  00 

Shops,  machinery,  scaffolding,  ropes,  blasting  powder     1,500  00 

12  Dr.  Knott's  stoves,  at  $75  -  -  .  qqq  qq 

Rostrums,  seats,  desks,  &c.  for  Senate  chamber, 

from  1,500  to  3,000,  depending  on  the  finish,  sav  3,000  00 

16  small  stoves  for  committee  rooms,  at  $20,  and  ta- 

bles -  480  00 


In  ',.  109,545  58 

W  per  cent,  lor  contingencies  -  -        10,954  52 

$120,500  10 

«  ^       o  ,o«o  J0HN  F*  RAGUE,  Architect. 

Springfield,  Nov.  8,  1838. 


IU.LH*}  SENATE. 


k 


TH  AsSEM. 


LETTER 


CASHIER  OF  THE  STATE  BANK  OF  ILLINOIS, 


TRANSMITTING 

A  statement  showing  the  condition  of  the  Bank  and  its  branches,  on  the  19th 
November,  1838. 


December  10,  1838. 

Laid  on  the  table. 


State  Bank  of  Illinois, 

Springfield,  November  19,  1838. 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  a  provision  of  the  12th  section  of  an  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Illinois,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  certain  banks,"  &c,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you,  here- 
with, to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  a  statement  showing  the  condition  of 
the  Bank  and  its  branches,  on  the  19th  day  of  the  present  month. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

N.  H.  RIDGELY,  Cashier. 
The  Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  Senate  of  Elinois. 
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III.  Legis.)  SENATE.  S  11th  Assem. 


REPORT 


AUDITOR  OF  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS 


THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 


December  13,  1838. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.     Disposed  of  in  the  same  manner  in  the 
House  of  Representatives. 


Auditor's  Office,  Illinois, 

Vandalia,  December  12, 1838. 
Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  ninth  section  of  k'An  act  to  consolidate  the 
acts   relative  to   the   Auditor  and  Treasurer,  and  election    of  Attorney 
General,"  I  have  the   honor  to  submit  to  the  General   Assembly  the 
following  report. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
f  LEVI  DAVIS, 

Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate, 
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Amount  of  warrants  drawn  upon  the  State  Bank,  from  the  30/A  day  of 
June,  1837,  to  the  1st  day  of  December  1838,  for  the  current  expenses 
of  the  State,  and  charged  to  the  following  accounts,  viz : 


To  what  charged. 


Special  appropriations     - 

Interest  on  school,  college,  and  seminary  fund 

Circuit  attorneys  ... 

General  Assembly  - 

Money  refunded  -  -  -        • 

The  Judiciary      - 

The  Secretary  of  State 

The  Militia  .... 

Incidental  expenses  - 

The  Attorney  General    -  -     ■ 

Penitentiary  Inspectors  - 

Auditor  of  Public  Accounts 

The  Treasurer     -  -  -  - 

Warden  of  the  Penitentiary 

Appropriations  to  counties 

The  Governor     - 

Public  printing  -  -  -  - 

Counties  in  the  Military  Tract   - 

Taxes  refunded  on  lands  redeemed 

Appropriations  for  State  house  at  Springfield 

Distribution  of  laws  and  journals 

Incidental  expenses  of  the  Penitentiary  - 

Superintendent  of  the  Penitentiary 

Appropriation  for  killing  wolves 

The  contingent  fund 

Fund  Commissioners       - 

Interest  on  State  paper  stock  redeemed  - 

Redemption  money         - 

State  paper  stock  redeemed 

Canal  fund 


Amount  due  the  bank  on  the  30th  day  of  November,  1838 
To  this  sum,  add   the   amount  of  outstanding  warrants 
against  the  bank  on  the  30th  day  of  Nov.  1838 

Balance  against  the  treasury  on  the  30th  November,  1838 


$7,195  85 

37,630  58 

2,402  55 

13,945  40 

177  66 

15,924  97 

1,575  00 

1,330  00 

3,158  86 

423  84 

140  00 

3,100  00 

2,128  74 

307  39 

2,250  00 

1,447  26 

10,594  43 

3,200  00 

142  37 

38,000  00 

2,975  00 

3,000  00 

803  00 

390  50 

6,565  70 

376,919  14 

5  40 

151  36 

40  00 

56  00 

526,978  00 


$19,009  25 

1,224  52 

$20,233  77 


Present  resources,  of  the  State* 

Amount  due  the  State  from  the  citizens  of  Springfield  at 

this  date     ------  $16,666  66 

Amount  due  from  Revenue  Collectors  at  this  date  8,459  41  * 

Amount  due  from  Clerks  on  the  first  Monday  of  April,  1839        34,849  63 
Amount  due  from  Sheriffs  on  the  first  Monday  of  March, 

1839 6,687  74 

Amount  due  from  the  Bank  of  Illinois  on  the  1st  January, 

1839,  (say)  -  6,981  01 

Amount  due  from  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  for  half  per 
cent,  on  amount  of  capital  stock  and  semi-annual  dividend 
on  $100,000  of  stock  due  on  1st  of  January,  1839,  (say)         12,000  00 

Total  amount      -  $85,644  45 

A  statement  of  the  present  condition  of  School,  College,  and  Seminary  Fund. 

Amount  of  school  fund  on  the  30th  day  of  June, 

1837  -----        $257,235  07 

Amount  received  into  the  treasury  on  the  22d 

July,  1837      -  13,433  33 

Amount  received  into  the  treasury  on  the  26th 

January,  1838  -  -  -  8,416  66 

Amount  of  surplus  revenue  which  was  consti- 
tuted a  part  of  the  school  fund  by  an  act  of 
the  Legislature,  approved  25th  February 
1837  -  -  -  -  -  335,592  32 


$614,677  38 


Amount  of  college  fund  on  the  30th  June 

1837 51,450  99 

Amount  received  into  the  treasury  on  the  22d 
July,  1837      -  -  -  .  2,666  66 

Amount  received  into  the  treasury  on  the  26th 

January,  1838  -  -  -  1,683  33 


55,800  98 
Amount  of  seminary  fund  -  -  49,306  25 


Total  amount  of  school,  college,  and  seminary  fund  -       $719,784  61 

There  has  been  no  school  fund  received  from  the  General  Government 
since  the  26th  day  of  January,  1838,  and  none  received  on  account  of 
the  amount  due  for  the  years  1837  and  1S38.  What  amount  is  now  due, 
I  am  not  in  possession  of  the  means  of  ascertaining;  but  as  large  quan- 
tities of  the  public  lands  have  been  sold  within  the  two  past  years, 
the  sum  due  the  State  must  be  considerable.  About  two  weeks  since, 
a  patent  was  received  from  the  General  Government  for  eleven  and  one- 
half  sections  of  seminary  lands,  to  complete  the  quantity  granted  in  lieu 
of  the  township  surrendered  by  the  act  of  1831.  There  is  yet  due  the 
State  seven  sections,  to  complete  the  quantity  of  seminary  land  granted 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  1818. 


A  Statement  of  the  amount  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  the  Contin- 
gent Fund,  from  June  30,  1837,  to  Decemher  1,  1838. 


To  whom  paid. 


To  warrants  to  Wm.  James,  in  full  for  450  bush- 
els of  lime  furnished  for  plastering  lower  rooms  of 
the  State  house  - 

To  warrants  to  J.  F.  Maddox,  in  full  for  plastering 
two  rooms  of  the  State  house  for  public  offices 

To  Warrants  to  A.  and  H.  Lee,  in  full  for  finish- 
ing the  joiner  work  of  one  room  in  the  State 
house  for  Supreme  Court  - 

To  warrants  to  John  D.  Whiteside,  Treasurer,  in 
full  for  his  expenses  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  Springfield  on  official  business 

To  warrants  to  John  D.  Whiteside;  in  full  for  car- 
rying writs  of  election  to  the  counties  of  St.  Clair, 
Madison  and  Monroe     - 

To  warrants  to  Winslow  Pilcher,  in  full  for  clean- 
ing'out  Senate  chamber,  and  hall  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  .... 

To  warrants  to  S.  M.  Bartlett,  in  full  for  publish- 
ing Governor's  proclamation,  offering  a  reward  for 
the  apprehension  of  certain  fugitives  from  justice, 
and  proclamation  concerning  canal  lands 

To  warrants  to  S.  H.  Davis,  in  full  for  publishing 
Governor's  proclamation,  and  an  act  concerning 
trespasses  on  canal  lands  - 

To  warrants  to  William  Hodge,  in  full  for  500 
copies  "Free  Press,"  containing  the  Governer's 
proclamation  convening  the  Legislature,  and  also 
for  work  done  in  taking  down  and  removing  fix- 
tures in  Secretary's  office  ... 

To  warrants  to  Enoch  Luckey,  in  full  for  his  ex- 
penses in  arresting  Johnson,  Arheart,  and  El- 
liott, prisoners  who  escaped  from  the  jail  of  Madi- 
son county  - 

To  warrants  to  Levin  Lane,  in  full  for  his  sendees 
as  messenger  to  the  Governor  of  Indiana,  to  de- 
mand a  fugitive  from  justice      -  -  - 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  Reaves,  in  full  for  his  servi- 
ces as  an  express  to  the  county  of  Adams,  with 
a  writ  of  election  .... 

To  warrants  to  Eleanor  Hall,  in  full  for  100  bush- 
els lime,  furnished  for  plastering  rooms  in  the 
State  house  for  the  use  of  Treasurer  and  Clerk 
Supreme  Court  .... 


Contingent  Fund — Continued. 


To  whom  paid. 


To  warrants  to  A.  Johnson,  in  full  for  finishing 
room  in  State  house  for  (he  use  of  the  Treasurer 

To  warrants  to  William  Linn,  in  full  for  plank 
furnished  for  lathing  rooms  in  State  house  for 
use  of  Treasurer  and  Supreme  Court    v- 

To  warrants  to  W.  Young,  in  full  for  plastering 
rooms  in  State  house  for  Treasurer,  &c. 

To  warrants  to  Levi  Davis,  in  full  for  expenses  in 
going  to  Edwardsville  and  Belleville  on  official 
business  - 

To  warrants  to  A.  Johnson,  in  full  for  his  services  as 
a  messenger   to  the   acting  Governor  at  Carmi 

To  warrants  to  L.  O.  Shrader,  in  full  for  his  servi- 
ces as  an  express  to  certain  counties  with  writs  of 
election  - 

To  warrants  to  G.  H.  Norris,  in  full  for  publishing 
Governor's  proclamation  and  act  concerning 
trespasses  on  canal  lands 

To  warrants  to  Brooks  &  Co.,  in  full  for  publishing 
Governor's  proclamation  convening  Legislature 

To  warrants  to  Stout  &  Johnson,  in  full  for  binding 
laws  and  journals  of  Congress,  &c,  for  Secretary's 
office     ------ 

To  warrants  to  J.  M.  Morse,  in  part  for  his  servi- 
ces as  a  messenger  to  the  Executive  of  Arkansas, 
to  demand  a  fugitive  from  justice 

To  warrants  to  B.  Buckmaster,  in  full  for  1,000 
shingles  for  covering  cupalo  of  State  house 

To  warrants  to  W.  L.  Graves,  in  full  for  work  done 
for  Secretary's  office     - 

To  warrants  to  John  Hogan  &c  Co.,  in  full  for 
freight  and  storage  on  cannon,  &c. 

To  warrants  to  L.  Davis,  in  full  for  his  expenses 
in  going  to  Alton  on  official  business     - 

To  warrants  to  Franklin  Witt,  in  full  for  his  servi- 
ces in  carrying  delinquent  lists  to  counties  on  the 
Military  Tract  - 

To  warrants  to  A.  Johnson  and  W.  L.  Graves,  in 
full  for  work  on  cupalo  of  State  house 

To  warrants  to  N.  H.  Ridgely,  in  full  for  procur- 
ing an  engraving  for  canal  bonds,  and  550  im 
pressions  of  the  same      - 

To  warrants  to  Wm.  Linn,  in  full  for  lumber  fur- 
nished for  cupalo  of  State  house 
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Contingent  Fund — Continued. 


To  whom  paid. 


To  warrants  to  Doolittle  and  Munson,  in  full  for 
State  seal  - 

To  warrants  to  J.  M.  Morse,  in  full  for  his  services 
and  expenses  in  going  as  an  express  to  the  Lieut, 
and  acting  Governor  at  Carmi  - 

To  warrants  to  E.  J.  Rice,  in  full  for  goingto  Jack- 
sonville as  an  express  to  the  Governor,   by  order 

i    of  the  Secretary  of  State  - 

To  warrants  to  Johnson  &  Curlee,  in  full  for  door 
for  Supreme  Court  room  in  State  house 

To  warrants  to  J.  M.  Morse,  in  full  for  his  services 
and  expenses  in  going  as  a  messenger  to  the  Gov. 
of  Arkansas  to  demand  H.  Brackin,  a  fugitive 
from  justice        - 

To  warrants  to  the  Com'rs  of  Public  Public  Build- 
ings, in  full  for  allowance  made  by  the  Governor 
to  aid  in  building  the  State  house  in  Springfield 

To  warrants  to  J.  M.  Lucas,  in  full  for  publishing 
Governor's  proclamation  for  the  apprehension  of 
Silas  A.  Rude  and  Jos.  Evans,  fugitives  from  justice 

To  warrants  to  McConnel,  Ormsbee,  &  Co.,  in 
full  for  freight  paid  by  them  on  cannon  belonging 
to  the  State       - 

To  warrants  to  J.  M.  Morse,  in  part  of  his  account 
for  plastering  legislative  halls,  as  per  contract  by 
order  of  Governor  - 

To  warrants  to  T.  B.  Hickman,  in  part  for  work 
done  on  State  house,  as  per  contract     - 

To  warrants  to  W.  H.  Olvey,  in  part  for  painting 
Senate  chamber  and  hall  of  House  of  Reps. 

To  warrants  to  E.  Capps,  in  full  for  paints  iurnish- 
ed  for  painting  Senate  chamber  and  hall  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  ... 

To  warrants  to  T.  B.  Hickman,  in  full  of  his  con- 
tract for  work  done  on  State  house  by  order  of 
the  Governor    -  -  -  ' 

To  warrants  to  W.  IT.  Olvey,  in  full  for  painting 
Senate  chamber  and  hall  of  the  House  of  Reps. 

To  warrants  to  R.  Goudy.  in  full  for  services  and 
expenses  as  a  messenger  from  the  Governor  at 
Jacksonville  to  Vandalia 

Total  amount  of  contingent  fund 


15  uu 

16  00 

250  00 

3,000  00 

i         15  00 

l 

13  00 

300  00 

300  00 

30  00 

45  75 

65  00 

34  00 

40  00 

I  $6,565  70 

A  Statement  oj  the  amount  to  be  apportioned  to  the  several  counties  on  the  1st 
day  of  January,  1839,  from  the  interest  on  the  School,  College,  and  Semi- 
nary Fund,  for  the  year  1838. 


Counties. 

Amount. 

Counties. 

Amount. 

Adams 

$1,150  79 

Madison 

$1,342  65 

Alexander     - 

334  74 

Morgan  and  Cass   - 

3,098  03 

Bond 

611  11 

Monroe 

420  37 

Clark 

555  44 

Montgomery 

621  51 

Cook 

1,305  88 

Marion 

469  18 

Crawford 

570  75 

Macon 

501  83 

Clinton 

425  20 

McLean 

883  11 

Coles 

870  59 

McDonough 

475  52 

Clay 

23C  29 

Mercer 

80  03 

Champaign    - 

172  35 

Macoupin  - 

904  65 

Calhoun 

170  49 

Pope 

594  81 

Edgar 

1,135  19 

Pike 

1,003  24 

Edwards 

326  07 

Peoria 

473  65 

Effingham     -        : 

181  94 

Perry 

368  81 

Franklin 

922  37 

Putnam  and  Bureau 

570  47 

Fulton 

960  71 

Randolph  - 

882  03 

Fayette 

619  05 

Rock  Island 

87  37 

Gallatin 

1,240  08 

Sangamon  - 

2,881  46 

Greene 

2,038  79 

Saint  Clair 

1,400  11 

Hancock 

523  92 

Shelby 

825  43 

Hamilton 

409  39 

Schuyler    - 

1,017  20 

Iroquois 

186  47 

Tazewell    - 

903  07 

Johnson 

362  56 

Union 

709  69 

Jefferson 

587  94 

Vermilion  - 

1,336  30 

Jackson 

463  60 

Wabash 

502  61 

Jo  Daviess    - 

492  01 

Warren 

440  82 

Jasper 

70  41 

White 

1,003  06 

Knox 

392  40 

Washington 

510  68 

Lawrence 

707  55 

Wayne 

508  02 

La  Salle 

665  73 

$43,571  52 
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An  estimate  of  expenditures  on  the  part  of  the  State,  for  the  years  1839  and  184.0. 


Expenditures  for  1839. 


Amount. 


The  Judiciary 
Secretary  of  State 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts    - 
State  Treasurer 
Attorney  General 
Circuit  Attorneys 
Special  appropriations  for  various  expenses 
Interest  on  school,  college,  and  seminary  fund 
General  Assembly,  including  stationery  for  same,  printing  and 
distributing  laws,  and  paper  for  same,  &c.  -  -  - 

The  militia      -  -  -  -  - 

Incidental  expenses      .--.-- 
Incidental  expenses  of  the  Penitentiary,  and  salary  of  Inspectors 
The  Governor  ...... 

Counties  on  Military  tract       - 

Wolf  scalps    -  -  -  -  -  - 

Contingent  fund  ...... 

Superintendent  of  Penitentiary  - 

Total  amount  for  1839  .  .  .  . 

Expenditures  for  1840. 
The  Judiciary  -  .  - 

Secretary  of  State       ...... 

Auditor  of  Public  Accounts     -  - 

State  Treasurer  -  ... 

Attorney  General        ...... 

Circuit  attorneys  ...... 

Special  appropriations  for  various  expenses      ... 

Interest  on  school,  college,  and  seminary  fund,   (say)  - 

The  militia      ------- 

Incidental  expenses      ...... 

Incidental  expenses  of  the  Penitentiary,  and  salary  of  Inspectors 
The  Governor  ...... 

Counties  on  the  Military  tract  -  -  - 

"Wolf  scalps     ------- 

Contingent  fund  ---... 

Superintendent  of  Penitentiary  - 

Expenses  of  taking  the  census,  (say)  -  -  -  - 

Total  amount  for  1840  -  -  - 

Add  amount  for  1839  - 

Total  estimate  of  expenditures  for  1839  and  1840 


$11,800  00 
1,101    00 

2,400  00 
1,600  00 
350  00 
1,500  00 
5,000  00 
43,571  52 

80,000  00 

870  00 

1,500  00 

1,600  00 

1,000  00 

2,450  00 

200  00 

.    4,000  00 

800  00 


$159,-/41  52 


$11,800  00 

1,100  00 

2,400  00 

1,600  00 

350  00 

1,500  00 

5,000  00 

45.000  00 

870  00 

1,500  00 

1,600  00 

1,000  00 

2,450  00 

200  00 

4,000  00 

800  00 

10,000  00 


91,170  00 
159,741  52 


$250,911  52 


The  above  estimates  have  been  made  with  reference  to  the  laws  as  they  now 
exist.  In  the  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  General  Assembly.  I  have  included 
every  expenditure  necessarily  arising  out  of  a  session  of  the  Legislature;  and 
believe  that  my  statement  will  not  vary  much  from  the  true  amount. 
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A  statement  of  the  quantity  of  lands  taxable  in  each  county  in  the  State 
for  the  years  1839  and  1840,  and  the  amount  paid  into  the  county  and 
State  treasury  for  the  year  1838. 
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Alexander 

34,237 

35,096 

$328  53 

$157  30 

Adams 

352,S51 

357,2<i0 

1.764  37 

3,S13  93 

Bond 

53,193 

54,593 

658  24 

118  03 

Bureau 

33,280 

33,280 

- 

483  25 

Coles 

71,226 

84,346 

917  40 

108  58 

Clark 

44,327 

46,707 

545  46 

100  45 

Clay    - 

5.018 

5,098 

49  75 

Crawford 

61,859 

62,511 

883  66 

140  67 

Cook  - 

2,560 

7.440 

- 

8  78 

Calhoun 

105,428 

105,548 

- 

1,465  00 

Cass    - 

36,996 

41,076 

382  81 

Clinton 

42,303 

43,713 

370  60 

180  81 

Champaign 

19,730 

26,326 

235  44 

Effingham 

2,360 

2,732 

14  40 

Edgar 

110,459 

116,499 

1,323  04 

226  09 

Edwards 

37,906 

39,030 

348  49 

86  24 

Franklin 

22,593 

23,033 

262  65 

52  79 

Fulton 

270,120 

270,120 

1,283  92 

3,132  56 

Fayette 

26,456 

27,436 

287  17 

62  61 

Greene 

178,736 

203,776 

2,294  15 

472  15 

Gallatin 

152,626 

154,266 

251  18 

147  70 

Hancock 

314,367 

314,628 

- 

4,510  68 

Henry 

39,680 

39,680 

- 

574  25 

Hamilton 

12,009 

12,609 

134  92 

540  92 

Iroquois 

9,360 

16,560 

106  47 

Jackson 

57,111 

57,765 

446  96 

288  91 

Jefferson 

13,302 

13,3S2 

101  01 

38  41 

Johnson 

19,364 

20,524 

125  05 

S3  38 

Jasper 

1,547 

1,547 

20  25 

Knox 

261,8S0 

261,880 

- 

3,758  94 

Lawrence 

78,720 

80,820 

946  09 

176  25 

La  Salle 

12,538 

15,685 

167  60 

5  14 

McLean 

67,230 

82,010 

801  66 

81  34 

McDonough    - 

251,440 

251,749 

701  73 

3,263  76 

Macoupin 

64,607 

112,469 

535  93 

26  45 

Macon 

41,455 

49,751 

545  61 

5  14 

Mercer 

153.920 

153,920 

- 

2,136  73 

Monroe 

103,821 

105,138 

777  93 

291  47 

Marion 

6,400 

6,440 

43  86 
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TAXABLE  LANDS— Continued. 
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Madison 

196,384 

215,806 

$2,277  92 

$1,092  12 

Montgomery  - 

33,556 

36,816 

394  66 

13  91 

Morgan 

281,262 

297,228 

3,912  00 

768  70 

Putnam 

199,071 

204,965 

- 

2,796  19 

Pope 

28,970 

29,530 

430  47 

65  64 

Perry 

20.898 

22,468 

256  35 

27  64 

Peoria 

128,800 

128,800 

361  24 

1,976  11 

Pike 

273,652 

281,732 

1,021  29 

2.914  47 

Randolph 

116,165 

117,716 

1,424  85 

1,005  88 

Rock  Island    - 

2,891 

4,844 

73  01 

65 

Saint  Clair      -    1 

221,605 

233,122 

2,772  42 

362  97 

Shelby 

47,488 

55,288 

494  37 

72  10 

Schuyler 

220,938 

223,104 

836  S6 

3,363  02 

Tazewell 

85,140 

99,840 

1,015  10 

Union              -    • 

45,848 

46,331 

624  66 

93  72 

Vermilion 

154,586 

163,226 

2,092  93 

229  41 

Sangamon 

335,097 

364,332 

4,683  78 

475  63 

Washington     - 

19,158 

20,213 

175  82 

70  37 

Wabash 

63,780 

65,031 

752  91 

228  06 

Warren 

390,680 

390.S40 

927  87 

5,064  75 

White 

80.801 

82,321 

955  19 

154  26 

Wayne 

35,778 

36,102 

276  31 

181  58 

Will 

|         3,490 

9,410 

75  64 

In  the  foregoing  statement  of  the  amount  of  taxes  paid  into  the  county 
treasuries,  a  rond  tax,  if  any  have  been  assessed,  is  not  included,  as  I 
have  no  official  knowledge  of  the  same.  I  have  endeavored,  in  this 
report,  to  furnish  the  General  Assembly  with  such  information  as  will 
enable  them  to  act  advisedly  in  relation  to  our  revenue  system.  The 
period  has  arrived  when  an  amendment  of  our  revenue  laws  can  no 
longer  be  postponed,  without  great  injury  to  the  State.  The  total 
amount  of  revenue,  from  taxes  on  lands  under  the  present  system,amounts 
to  about  $46,000;  and  from  the  banks,  for  bonus  and  dividends  on 
stock,  to  about  $21,500;  making,  in  all,  the  sum  of  $67,500.  These  are 
the  only  sources  of  revenue  which  the  State  possesses,  except  the  school 
fund,  which  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  legitimate  source  of  revenue. 
There  is  no  probability  that,  under  existing  laws,  the  revenue  of  the 
State  will  increase.  In  the  years  1835  and  1836,  large  quantities  of  land 
were  entered,  both  by  residents  and  non-residents,  for  purposes  of  specu- 
lation; and  should  these  lands  still  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  original 
purchasers  at  the  time  when   they  become  taxable,   the  State  revenue 


J3 

would  undoubtedly  increase,  (were  there  no  causes  operating  to  diminish 
the  amount  now  received.)  It  is,  however,  a  fact,  that  the  lands  of  non- 
residents are  almost  daily  passing  into  the  hands  of  residents;  and  the 
decrease  of  revenue  from  this  cause  will  counterbalance  any  accession 
which  it  might  receive  from  the  causes  above  mentioned.  It  may,  there- 
fore, safely  be  assumed  that  the  revenue  of  the  State,  under  existing  laws, 
will  not  increase.  On  the  1st  day  of  January  next,  the  sum  of  $43,571  52 
must  be  paid,  out  of  the  State  treasury,  for  the  interest  on  the  school, 
college,  and  seminary  fund;  and  the  expenses  of  the  Legislature,  for  the 
present  session  may  be  assumed  (including  all  incidental  expenses)  at 
$80,000.  These  two  expenditures  alone  form  the  sum  of  $123,571  52, 
a  sum  nearly  twice  as  large  as  the  annual  revenue  of  the  State.  From 
the  estimates  above  submitted,  there  cannot  be  a  doubt  that  there  is  an 
imperative  necessity  for  a  new  and  improved  revenue  system;  and  while 
it  is  believed  that  there  is  sufficient  wisdom  and  intelligence  in  the  pres- 
ent Legislature  to  frame  a  well  regulated  system  of  finance,  and  one 
which  will  yield  a  revenue  adapted  to  all  the  wants  of  the  State,  it  is,  at 
the  same  time,  believed  that  no  labor  will  be  spared  on  their  part  which 
may  be  necessary  to  frame  such  laws  as  will  produce  these  desirable 
results.  Any  further  information  which  the  Legislature  may  desire  \in 
my  power  to  give,)  or  any  suggestion  which  my  experience  in  the  situa- 
tion which  I  have  for  several  years  past  held,  may  enable  me  to  afford, 
either  in  the  principles  or  details  of  a  revenue  system,  will  be  most  cheer- 
fully given.  The  foregoing  remarks  are  submitted  with  all  deference 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature,  and  in  accordance  with  what  1  con* 
seive  to  be  my  duty. 

LEVI  DAVIS, 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts* 


Ju.J^.i  ^NATR 


11th  Assem. 


REPORT 


TREASURER  OF  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS 


THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 


December  13,  1838. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.    Disposed  of  in  the  same  manner  in  the 
House  of  Representatives. 


Treasurer's  Office, 
Vandalia,  Illinois,  December  11, 1838. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  law  requiring  a  report  from  the  Treasurer, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  General  Assembly  the  following  state- 
ment, showing  the  amount  received  at  the  Treasury,  monthly,  from  the 
various  sources  of  revenue,  from  the  1st  day  of  July,  1837,  to  the  30th 
day  of  November,  1838,  inclusive-,  also,  the  amount  deposited  in  the 
State  Bank  and  Branches,  old  State  paper  burned,  &c.  All  of  which  is 
respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  WHITESIDE, 

Treasurer. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
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5. 1  SENATE.  J 


III.  Legis.  I  SENATE.  \    11th  Assem. 


LETTER 


THE   AUDITOR   OF    PUBLIC    ACCOUNTS, 

TRANSMITTING 

A  report  of  the  Board  of  Fund  Commissioners. 


December  13,  1838. 

Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Auditor's  Office,  Illinois, 

Vandalia,  Dec.  13,  1838. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  requesting  the 

Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  "to  communicate   the  reports  heretofore 

made  to  him  by  the  Board  of  Fund  Commissioners,''    I  have  the  honor 

\o  submit  the  enclosed  copies  of  all  said  reports. 

I  am  sir,  vour  obedient  servant,     • 
LEVI  DAVIS, 


\)  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 


Auditor  Public  Accounts. 


June  1,  1838. 

In  pursuance  of  the  2d  section  of  the  act  to  establish  and  maintain  a 
system  of  internal  improvement,  the  undersigned,  Fund  Commissioners, 
respectfully  report: 

That  a  requisition  was  made  upon  them  by  the  Board  of  Commission- 
ers of  Public  Works,  on  the  7th  day  of  April  last,  for  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  of  the  amount  appropriated  for  railroads,  &c. 

To  enable  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  to  commence 
the  surveys  as  early  as  practicable,  it  was  necessary  that  immediate  pro- 
vision should  be  made  for  an  amount  of  funds  sufficient  to  procure  the 
necessary  camp  equipage,  provision,  &c.,.as  well  as  for  the  purchase  of 
instruments — also,  to  enable  them  to  secure  valuable  lands  on  the  routes 
of  some  of  the  contemplated  railroads,  by  entries  at  the  land  office. 

Some  difference  of  opinion  existing  relative  to  the  construction  of  the 
several  laws  appropriating  the  surplus  revenue,  we  were  induced  to 
make  a  temporary  loan  of  the  State  Bank,  and  accordingly  borrowed,  for 
thirty  days,  twenty  thousand  dollars,  of  that  institution.     After  taking 


the  opinion  of  several  legal  gentlemen,  and  learning  that  the  same  opin- 
ion was  entertained  by  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  which  coincided 
with  that  of  our  0W11  relative  to  the  construction  of  those  acts,  we  drew 
an  order  upon  the  Auditor  for  fifty  thousand  dollars;  which  was  paid,  and 
the  amount  deposited  to  our  credit  in  the  State  Bank  for  the  purposes 
contemplated  by  the  law. 

We  add  that  the  amount  of  drafts  drawn  by  the  Board  of  Commission- 
ers of  Public  Works,  and  paid  by  us  previous  to  this  time,  is  $17,000. 
Rerpectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  MATHER, 
CHARLES  OAKLEY, 

Fiend  Commissioners. 
Levi  Davis,  Esq.  Auditor  Public  Accounts, 
Vandalia. 


Fund  Commissioners'  Office, 

Springfield,  Dec.  1,  1838. 

Sir:  The  act  to  establish  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement 
requiring  that  the  Fund  Commissioners  make  quarterly  reports  to  ycu, 
the  undersigned,  in  pursuance  of  that  provision,  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  since  they  had  the  honor  of  forwarding  you  their  report  of  the 
1st  June,  they  have  for  the  most  part  of  the  time  been  absent  from  the 
State  on  business  connected  with  their  official  duties,  and  for  a  consider- 
able part  of  the  time  have  been  separated  from  each  other.  For  these 
reasons  they  did  not  report  to  you  on  the  1st  September.  They  beg 
leave  therefore  now  to  embrace  the  whole  of  their  operations  for  the  last 
six  months  in  one  report. 

The  State  Bank  and  the  Bank  of  Illinois  having  accepted  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Legislature  for  an  increase  of  their  capitals,  the  amount  di- 
rected to  be  invested  in  the  stock  of  those  institutions  by  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  concerning  the  surplus  revenue,"  was  subscribed  and  paid  to  the 
State  Bank  for  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  shares, — two 
hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  six  hundred  dollars:  and  on  account  of 
the  subscription  to  the  Bank  of  Illinois,  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  special  session  of  the  Legislature, 
the  Commissioners  proceeded  to  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 
a  loan  for  the  payment  of  the  remainder  of  the  subscription  of  the  State 
to  the  banks,  as  well  as  for  means  for  the  prosecution  of  the  several  works 
of  internal  improvement.  Aft«-r  advertising  in  several  of  the  newspa- 
pers of  that  city,  that  bids  would  be  received  for  loans  for  both  of  these 
purposes,  they  were  much  disappointed,  on  the  arrival  of  the  day  fixed 
for  opening  the  bids,  to  find  that  no  offers  were  made. 

They  had  hoped  that,  notwithstanding  other  States  had  failed  to  pro- 
cure means  for  similar  purposes,  our  State  might  find  more  favor  with 
capitalists.  No  disposition  being  manifested  by  them  to  take  our  bonds, 
an  amount  sufficient  to  pay  the  balance  due  and  to  become  due  to  the 
banks,  was  offered  to  those  institutions  at  par,  viz;  to  the  State  Bank  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five  bonds  of  $1,000  each,  and  to  the 
Bank  of  Illinois,  nine  hundred   bonds  of  the  same  denomination.     This 


offer  has  been  accepted  by  both  banks.  Subsequently,  and  after  many 
efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners  to  dispose  of  a  portion  off  the 
internal  improvement  bonds,  they  succeeded  in  selling  to  James  Irwin-, 
one  thousand  bonds  of  $  1,000  each;  to  Nicholas  Biddle,  one  thousand 
bonds,  and  to  Hall  &  Hudson^  one  hundred  bonds,  all  of  the  same 
denomination;  making  in  all  twenty-one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
($2,100,000)  at  par.  They  also  sold  to  Boorman  &  Johnson,  one  hundred 
bonds  of  the  same  amount  at  five  per  cent,  premium.  The  two  last  men- 
tioned sales  were  for  cash,  on  delivery  of  the  bonds;  (he  first  two  are  to 
be  paid  for  in  sums  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  each,  per 
month.  The  amount  of  drafts  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  paid  since 
the  first  day  of  June,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand  and  fifty- 
six  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents,  ($121,056  31.) 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


THOMAS  MATHER, 
CHARLES  OAKLEY. 


Levi  Davis,  Esq.,  Auditor  Public  Accounts. 


March  5,  1838. 

The  undersigned,  Fund  Commissioners,  beg  leave  to  report:  That 
during  the  last  quarter  they  have  executed  and  delivered  the  bonds  which 
had  been  contracted  for  at  their  last  report.  To  accomplish  this,  Mr. 
Oakley  proceeded  to  New  Yo:k  in  January,  and  delivered  the  whole 
amount  as  specified  in  that  report.  He  also  disposed  of  four  bonds  of 
one  thousand  dollars  each,  to  Mr.  Levy,  at  par. 

The  balance  due  on  the  subscription  ol  stock  to  the  State  Bank  and 
Bank  of  Illinois  has  been  paid  in  bonds  agreeably  to  the  contract  as 
heretofore  reported.  The  amount  of  stock  now  owned  by  the  State  in 
the  first  named  institution  is  two  millions  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  in  the  latter  one  million. 

F  or  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  the  exchange,  and  that  the  funds  may 
be  realized  here  as  they  shall  be  wanted,  they  have  agreed  with  the  Bank 
of  Illinois  and  the  State  Bank  to  dispose  of  checks  at  the  best  rate  of 
exchange,  allowing  them  one-half  per  cent,  on  the  amount  disposed  of  as 
a  commission  for  their  services. 

THOMAS  MATHER, 
M.  M.  RAWL1NGS. 

Fund.  Commissioners. 
To  the  Auditor  Public  Accounts. 


June  4, 1838. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provision  of  the  2d  section  of  the  act  to  establish 
and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement,  the  undersigned, 
Fund  Commissioners,  beg  leave  to  present  their  quarterly  report: 

At  the  meeting  of  their  board  in  March,  an  order  was  passed  direct- 
ing the  removal  of  their  office  (which  had  been  temporally  at  Springfield) 


to  Vandalia,  previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  in 
June.  In  compliance  therewith  the  books  and  papers  appertaining  to 
the  office  have  been  removed  to  this  place,  and  Williamson  Gatewood, 
Esq.,  appointed  secretary  to  the  Commissioners. 

Nothing  has  transpired  relating  to  the  business  of  the  office  which 
merits  particular  notice.  The  business  has  been  confined  exclusively  to 
paying  the  checks  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Board,  and  making  ar- 
rangements for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  State  bonds,  a  half-yearly 
instalment  of  which  becomes  due  on  the  1st  July. 

The  whole  amount  paid  up  to  the  1st  instant,  upon  the  checks  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works,  is  three  hundred  and  two  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  seventy-seven  cents. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  MATHER, 
CHARLES  OAKLEY. 

Fund  Commissioners. 
To  the  Auditor  Public  Accounts,  Vandalia. 


III.  Legis.  I  SENATE.  J  11th  Assem. 

LETTER 

OF 

THE  AUDITOR  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS, 

RELATIVE 

To  the  appropriation  for  building  a  State  House  in  Springfield. 


December  15,  1838. 
Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Auditors'  Office,  Illinois, 

Vandalia,  December  14,  1838. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  relative  to  the  appro- 
priation for  building  a  State  House  in  the   town  of  Springfield,  &c,  I 
have  to  slate  that  said  appropriation  was  drawn  from  the  State  Treas- 
ury, at  the  dates,  and  in  the  amounts  following,  viz: 

1837.  April     22  $4,000  00 

3,000  00 
5,000  00 
5.000  00 
3,000  00 
2,000  00 
3,0U0  00 
1,500  00 
1,000  00 
1,500  00 
3,500  00 

1838.  Jan.         6  -  -  -         5,000  00 

6,000  00 
2.000  00 
2,000  00 
2,500  00 

50,000  00 

The  donation  of  $50,000,  to  meet  the  above  mentioned  appropriation, 
was  secured  by  bond,  payable  in  three  equal  instalments,  at  six,  twelve, 
and  eighteen  months.  The  twofirstinstalments,amountingto $,33,333  34, 
has  been  paid;  the  last  instalment,  which  was  due  on  the  22d  day  of 
September  last,  amounting  to  $16,666  t'6,  is  still  unpaid. 

I  am  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  DAVIS, 
Auditor  Public  Accounts, 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

3* 
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May 
June 

22 
25 

30 

Aug. 

5 

Aug. 
Sept. 
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23 

11 

Nov. 
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Nov. 
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Dec. 

11 

Jan. 

6 
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May 
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III.  Legis.      I  SENATE.  \    11th  Assem. 


LETTER 


THE  AUDITOR  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS, 

TRANSMITTING 

A  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  interest  on  the  school,  college,  and  seminary 
fund  apportioned  among  the  several  counties  on  the    1st  January,  1838. 


December  15,  1838. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 


Auditor's  Office,  Illinois, 

.    '  Vandalia,  December  14,  1838. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  relative  to  the  school, 
college,  and  seminary  fund,  I  submit  below  a  statement  of  the  amount 
apportioned  among  the  several  counties  from  the  interest  on  said  fund, 
on  the  first  day  of  January,  1838.  The  other  information  asked  for  by- 
said  resolution  is  contained  in  my  report,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit on  yesterday. 

I  am  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  DAVIS, 
Auditor  Public  Accounts. 


Statement  of  the  amount  apportioned  among  the  several  counties  from  the 
interest  of  the  school,  college,  and  seminary  fund,  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1838. 


Amount  bro't  up 

$15,339  53 

Adams 

-,      $943  17 

Madison 

- 

-      1,100  89 

Alexander 

272  20 

Morgan  and  Cass 

-     2,544  24 

Bond 

499  36 

Monroe 

_ 

342  52 

Clark             '    - 

453  58 

Montgomery 

- 

507  90 

Cook 

-      1,070  60 

Marion 

- 

381  30 

Crawford 

471.  10 

Macon 

- 

409  11 

Clinton 

348  00 

McLean 

- 

723  02 

Coles 

712  72 

McDonough 

. 

387  86 

Clay 

191  15 

Mercer 

- 

62  80 

Champaign 

138  58 

Macoupin 

- 

741  03 

Calhoun 

137  05 

Pope 

- 

496  50 

Edgar 

931  C6 

Pike 

. 

816  77 

Edwards 

2(15  00 

Peoria 

. 

382  82 

Effingham 

146  46 

Perry 

. 

299  15 

Franklin 

755  22 

Putnam  and  Bureau 

516  67 

Fulton 

797  06 

Randolph 

722  14 

Fayette 

501  77 

Rock  Island 

68  70 

Gallatin 

-      1,016  55 

Sangamon 

_ 

-     2,365  90 

Greene 

-      1,673  28 

St.  Clair 

- 

-      1,148  64 

Hancock 

428  17 

Shelby 

-    . 

670  22 

Hamilton 

382  17 

Schuyler 

- 

833  00 

Iroquois 

150  19 

Tazewell 

- 

740  10 

Johnson 

295  18 

Union 

. 

588  40 

Jefferson 

479  70 

Vermilion 

. 

-      1,096  07 

Jackson 

381  29 

Wabash 

. 

409  33 

Jo  Daviess 

402  23 

Warren 

- 

358  50 

Jasper 

54  24 

vVhite 

. 

829  48 

Knox 

319  52 

Washington 

- 

416  75 

Lawrence 

578  66 

Wayne 

-  / 

414  60 

La  Salle 

544  27 

Total  amount 

$35,705  94 

15,339  53 

III.  Legis.  \  SENATE.  <  11th  AggEM# 


LETTER 


THE  CASHIER  OF  THE  BANK  OF  ILLINOIS, 


TRANSMITTING 


A  statement  of  the  operations  of  the  Bank  and  its  branches,  on  the  \st 


December  15,  1838. 

Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Bank  of  Illinois, 
Shawneetown,  Dec.  11,  1838. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  12th  section  of  the  act,  entitled  '-An 
act  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  certain  Banks,  &c,"  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  furnish  you  with  a  full  and  complete  statement  of  the 
condition  and  financial  operations  of  this  Bank  and  branches,  on  the 
1st  instant. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  SIDDALL,  Cashier. 
Hon.  S.  H.  Anderson, 

Lieut.  Governor,  and  Speaker  of  the  Senate, 
Vandalia,  Illinois. 


oo 
o  o 
©  ^ 

O  X) 
©CO 


)OOi>OOff)M(?) 
j-^OCO^QOirtOiOi 

r^  o^-rf  ©  <o  ©  Tf 
cf  S  ^oo'cf^f 
--      ©      t^  ©  co 


§  «  § 

c  a  .2 

o  o- 

o  o   t- 

o  o  *3 

W  co     _, 


|3  g 

03    O 


I'll 


o  E 


S  5 


C  T3 


§1 


a  a  o  &  s  b  £;  3 


oo  ©  o  io  en  o 

o 

tH 

o 

,005,568 

78,850 

500,000 

517,121 

11,331 

28,874 

o 

00 

00 
CO 

co 

CO 

CO 

■fr     * 

O      i       i 

©in 

■a 

Oo 

+j 

COcC 

c 

t-CS 

03 

03 

00  o 

> 

o 

^co 

u 

Oh 

E 

.-«     i       I 


*£ 


.-i     *              03 
03           _Q            "5 

-o 

£4 

fl  jj  fl  M  « 

a 

3     g    C    O  .43 
8    <>rg    s    «  ^ 
.S  «*-           O    co    c 

> 

O 
0 

c/. 

o 

-a  o  .2  (J:  a  a 

03 

J2J2     §     03  IS^ 

r=  —  •_=    3    03    » 

"cTj 

o 

2 

a, 

m=q  =  q^hSo 


III.  Legis.  SENATE.  11th  Assem 


LETTER 


THE  AUDITOR  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS, 

TRANSMITTING 


A  statement  of  the  amount  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  fyc. 


December  19, 1838. 

Laid  on  the  table. 


Auditor's  Office,  Illinois, 

Vandalia,  Dec.  18,  1838. 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  I  have  the  honor  to  sub- 
mit the  enclosed  statement,  showing  the  amount  paid  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  during  the  last  four  years,  and  to  whom,  and  on  what  account 
paid.     Vouchers  for  all  said  amounts  are  on  file  in  this  office. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  DAVIS, 
Auditor  Public  Accounts. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 


2 

A  Statement  of  the  amount  paid  out  of  the  Contingent  Fund,  from  the 
first  day  of  January,  1834,  to  the  first  day  of  December,  1838. 


To  whom,  and  for  what  paid. 


To  warrants  to  Greiner  and  Sherman,  for  blanks 
for  binding  laws  - 

To  warrants  to  Isaac  S.  Berry,  in  full  for  services 
in  going  to  Kentucky  to  demand  of  Governor 
a  fugitive  from  justice 

To  warrants  to  Martin  W.  Dorris,  for  services  in 
going  to  Governor  of  Missouri  to  demand  cer- 
tain fugitives  from  justice        - 

To  Avarrants  to  S.  Beard,  in  full  for  services  in 
going  to  Governor  of  Missouri  to  demand  cer- 
tain fugitives  from  justice 

To  warrants  to  John  Y.  Sawyer,  for  printing 
general  orders  in  relation  to  arms,  &c. 

To  warrants  to  Doolittle  and  Munson,  for  seal  for 
Auditor's  office  -  . 

To  warrants  to  S.  C.  Sherman,  for  printing  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  in  relation  to 
the  Great  Wabash       - 

To  warrants  to  S.  P.  Gorin,  for  freight  and 
charges  on^map  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina, 
sent  to  the  Governor    -  -  -  - 

To  warrants  to  John  Y.  Sawyer,  for  publishing 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  in  relation 
to  the  Great  Wabash  - 

To  warrants  to  Thomas  C.  Kirkman,  for  record- 
ing the  plat  of  the  town  of  Vandalia  - 

To  warrants  to  R.  Goudy,  for  binding  journals 
and  laws  of  different  States     ... 

To  warrants  to  Martin  W.  Dorris,  for  services  in 
going  to  the  city  of  Jefferson  to  demand  certain 
fugitives  from  justice,  and  expenses  in  trans- 
porting said  fugitives ,  to  Quincy 

To  warrants  to  A.  P.  Field,  for  expenses  in  send- 
ing a  draft  to  St.  Louis  in  favor  of  commission- 
ers of  school  fund,  and  for  stationery  for  Secre- 
tary's office      - 

To  warrants  to  C.  Jones  &  Co.,  for  publishing 
Governor's  proclamation  for  the  apprehension 
of  Newell  Payne  - 

To  warrants  to  Jacob  Judy,  George  W.  Waters, 
and  Levi  Davis,  in  part  for  their  services  in 
selecting  seminary  lands 


STATEMENT— Continued. 


To  whom,  and  for  what  paid. 


To  warrants  to  R.  K.  Fleming,  for  printing  Gov- 
ernor's proclamation  for  an  election  of  Con- 
gressman in  the  first  Congressional  district 

To  warrants  to  John  Y.  Sawyer,  for  printing 
Governor's  proclamation  for  an  election  for  Con- 
gress in  the  first  and  second  Congressional 
districts  - 

To  warrants  to  S.  C.  Pierce,  for  articles  furnished 
for  repairing  and  cleaning  State  arms   - 

To  warrants  to  Levi  Davis  and  George  W. 
Waters,  in  full  for  services  in  selecting  seminary 
lands  ------ 

To  warrants  to  Jacob  Judy,  in  full  for  services  in 
selecting  seminary  lands  - 

To  E.  Capps,  for  transporting  two  muskets  from 
Springfield  to  Vandal ia  - 

To  warrants  to  R.  Bl  ackwell,  for  brick  furnished 
for  repairing  State  house  - 

To  warrants  to  Harvey  Lee,  for  repairing  State 
house  ------ 

To  warrants  to  W.  B.  Scates,  for  legal  services 
in  three  cases,  vs.  J.  M.  Duncan,  late  Cashier  - 

To  warrants  to  J.  H.  McLemore,  for  transporting 
State  arms  from  Vandalia  to  Alton 

To  warrants  to  William  G.  Brown,  for  transport- 
ing State  arms  from  Vermilion  county  to  Alton 

To  warrants  to  William  Linn,  for  articles  fur- 
nished for  repair  of  the  State  house 

To  warrants  to  Harvey  Lee,  for  repairing  the 
State  house      - 

To  warrants  to  Buxton  and  Wolford,  for  publish- 
ing Governor's  proclamation  for  an  election  for 
member  of  Congress  in  the  third  district 

To  warrants  to  John  Hall,  in  full  for  lime  fur- 
nished for  State  house     -         - 

To  warrants  to  J.  Bradley,  for  services  and  ex- 
penses in  collecting  State  arms  -  - 

To  warrants  to  Archibald  Henry,  in  full  for 
plastering  done  to  State  house  - 

To  warrants  to  James  Black,  for  articles  fur- 
nished for  State  house     -         - 

To  warrants  to  J.  E.  Howell,  for  repairs  done  on 
the  State  house  - 

To  warrants  to  James  M.  Morse,  for  repairs  done 
to  the  offices  of  Treasurer  and  Secretary  of 
State  A 


STATEMENT— Continued. 


Date. 

1834, 

Nov.  29 

Dec.     1 
1 

1 
1 

1 
6 
6 

10 
16 

20 
22 


1835. 
Jan.    21 


22 

22 

Feb.     3 


To  whom,  and  for  what  paid. 


To  warrants  to  William  J,  Henry,  for  white- 
washing State  house     - 

To  warrants  to  John  S.  Roberts,  for  work  done 
on  the  State  house         .    -         . 

To  warrants  to  John  D.  Hughes,  for  the  appre- 
hension of  Hopkins  and  Johnson,  fugitives  from 
justice     ------ 

To  warrants  to  William  Redmond,  for  work 
done  on  State  house     -  -  /  - 

To  warrants  to  William  D.  Haynie,  for  work 
done  on  State  House    - 

To  warrants  to  Bryant  Whitfield,  for  work  done 
on  State  house  - 

To  warrants  to  William  D.  Haynie,  for  repairing 
State  house,  and  furnishing  materials  - 

To  warrants  to  R.  Porter,  for  materials  furnished 
for  plastering  State  house         - 

To  warrants  to  Thomas  A.  Gate  wood,  for  work 
done  on  State  house    -  -  -  - 

To  warrants  to  S.  and  J.  Francis,  for  publishing 
Governor's  proclamation  for  the  apprehension 
of  N.  Payne    -  -  -  -  - 

To  warrants  to  D.  Merrill,  for  the  apprehension 
of  Henry  Shouse,  a  fugitive  from  justice 

To  warrants  to  Abraham  and  William  Duncan, 
for  the  apprehension  of  Hezekiah  Garrett,  a 
fugitive  from  justice.    - 

Amout  paid  out  during  the  year  1834     - 


To  warrants  to  Francis  Arenz,  for  publishing 
Governor's  proclamation  for  the  apprehension 
of  N.  Payne  and  E.  Hankins,  and  holding 
Congressional    election  - 

To  warrants  to  J.  G.  Edwards,  for  publishing 
Governor's  proclamation  relative  to  the  Peni- 
tentiary, for  Congressional  election,  apprehen- 
sion of  Sullivan,  Adjutant  General's  notice,  &c. 

To  warrants  to  Joseph  Hockett,  for  repairing 
State  seal         - 

To  warrants  to  Brooks  and  Pettit,  for  publishing 
Governor's  proclamation  for  special  election  in 
3d  Congressional  district 


STATEMENT— Continued. 


To  whom,  and  for  what  paid. 


To  warrants  to  J.  T.  Bradley  and  J.  C.  Sprigg, 
for  copying  railroad  and  canal  bills       - 

To  warrants  to  J.  Dement,  for  conveying  school 
fund  from  St.  Louis,  and  for  services  in  depos- 
iting $3,000  in  Bank  at  St.  Louis,  and  obtain- 
ing a  check  to  pay  interest  on  loan     - 

To  warrants  to  John  C.  Sprigg,  for  making  out 
certified  copies  of  certain  laws  for  the  use  of 
the  Executive  - 

To  warrants  to  Gatewood  and  Oliver,  for  publish- 
ing Governor's  proclamation  relative  to  elec- 
tions, &c.         -  -  -  -    , 

To  warrants  to  W.  E.  Woodruff,  for  advertising 
in  the  Arkansas  Gazette  the  Governor's  proc- 
lamation for  the  apprehension  of  Hezekiah 
Garrett  - 

To  warrants  to  R.  W.  Clark,  for  publishing  Gov- 
ernor's proclamation  for  the  apprehension  of 
N  Payne.        -    , 

To  warrants  to  John  Y.  Sawyer,  for  publishing 
Governors  proclamation  in  relation  to  Shaw- 
neetown  Bank,  and  for  election  of  Senator  of 
Jo  Daviess  county       - 

To  warrants  to  J.  S.  Gordon,  for  hair  furnished 
for  plastering  State  house         - 

To  warrants  to  William  J.  Hockett,  for  repairing 
State  house      - 

To  warrants  to  William  J.  Mitton,for  advertising 
H.  Garrett,  a  fugitive  from  justice 

To  warrants  to  F^  Condit,  for  services  and  ex- 
penses in  removing  public  record  from  Vandalia 
to  Rushville     - 

To  warrants  to  John  Y.  Sawyer,  in  full  for  pub- 
lishing Governor's  proclamation,  convening 
Legislature,  and  Treasurer's  notice  of  what 
kind  of  money  would  be  received  into  the 
Treasury  -  -  -  - 

To  warrants  to  William  Redmond,  in  full  for  re- 
pairs done  to  the  State  house    - 

To  warrants  to  E.  Breath,  far  publishing  Gover- 
nor's proclamation  for  a  Congressional  elec- 
tion    ---._. 

To  warrants  to  James  S.  Beaumont,  in  full  for  his 
services  as  auctioneer  for  the  sale  of  stock  of 
Shawneetown  Bank    -  -  - 


STATEMENT— Continued. 


Date. 


1835. 
Dec.  19 


28 


1836. 
Jan.      7 


16 


IS 


Feb. 

29 

Mar. 

10 

April 

18 

18 

22 

To  whom,  and  for  what  paid. 


To  warrants  to  Brooks  and  Pettit,  for  advertising 
Governor's  proclamation  for  the  apprehension 
of  Craig,  a  fugitive  from  justice 

To  warrants  to  William  McKennon,  for  his  ser- 
vices as  a  messenger  in  going  for  the  census  of 
Claj  county     -  -  -  -  - 

Amount  paid  out  during  the  year  1S35  - 


To  warrants  to  Simeon  Francis,  in  full  for  pub- 
lishing Governor's  proclamation  for  the  appre- 
hension of  N.  Payne,  a  fugitive  irom  justice, 
and  for  election  of  members  of  Congress 

To  warrants  to  Stout  and  Johnson,  in  full  for  blank 
book  for  school  fund  commissioners 

To  warrants  to  John  Y.  Sawyer,  in  full  for  pub- 
lishing Governor's  proclamation  for  the  appre- 
hension of  John  Craig,  a  fugitive  from  justice  - 

To  warrants  to  S.  Penn,  in  full  for  publishing 
Governor's  proclamation  for  the  apprehension 
of  N.  Payne,  a  fugitive  from  justice    - 

To  warrants  to  Basil  B.  Craig  and  Levin  Lane, 
in  part  for  their  serviqes  as  messengers  to  de- 
mand fugitives  from  justice  of  the  Executives  of 
Indiana  and   Louisiana  - 

To  A.  S.  Mitchell  in  full  for  a  large  map  of  the 
United  States,  furnished  for  the  State  Depart- 
ment ------ 

To  warrants  to  Moses  Philips,  in  full  for  a  table 
furnished  for  the  use  of  the  State 

To  warrants  to  John  Y.  Sawyer,  in  full  for  one 
hundred  volumes  of  the  Statutes  of  1S35-6, 
furnished  for  the  use  of  the .  State 

To  warrants  to  Richard  Beck,  in  full  for  adver- 
tising Governor's  '  proclamation  relative  to  the 
State  Bank  of  Illinois  -  -  -  - 

To  warrants  to  Asahel  Lee,  in  part  for  repairing 
the  State  house,  and  furnishing  materials  for 
the  same  - 

To  warrants  to  Basil  B.  Craig,  in  part  for  his  ser- 
vices as  messenger  to  the  Governor  of  Louisi- 
ana to  demand  David  Cooper,  a  fugitive  from 
justice  - 


STATEMENT— Continued. 


To  whom,  and  for  what  paid. 


To  warrants  to  Edward  Coles,  in  full  for  his  ser- 
vices and  expenses  in  endeavoring  to  negotiate 
a  loan  for  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal 

To  warrants  to  the  estate  of  John  Y.  Sawyer,  in 
full  for  two  quires  of  blanks  furnished  for  the 
use  of  the  Executive  -  -  -  - 

To  warrants  to  J.  Delafield,  in  full  for  550  forms 
of  blank  certificates  of  canal  stock,  and  also  for 
his  services  in  negotiating  said  certificates 

To  wan  ants  to  William  L.  Graves,  in  full  for  re- 
pairs done  to  public  offices       - 

To  warrants  to  James S.  Jones,  in  full  for  making 
out  a  copy  of  the  canal  law  for  the  use  of  the 
Executive        - 

To  warrants  to  Lemuel  Lee,  in  full  for  his  servi- 
ces in  bringing  blank  certificates  of  canal  stock 
from  Chicago  to  Vandalia,  and  for  going  to 
Jacksonville  on  an  express  to  the  Governor 

To  warrants  to  Doolittle  and  Munson,in  full  for  a 
State  seal  and  press  for  the  Secretary's  office  - 

To  warrants  to  Hodge  ~nd  Shrader,  in  full  for  ad- 
vertising Governor's  proclamation  for  the  ap- 
prehension of  Martin  Harrison,  a  fugitive  from 
justice,  - 

To  warrants  to  William,  Elam,  in  full  for  5S0  feet 
of  plank  furnished  for  the  State  house 

To  warrants  to  Waterman,  Maddox  &  Co.,  in 
part  for  laying  the  foundation  of  the  new  State 
house  - 

To  warrants  to  Hodge  and  Shrader,  in  full  for 
publishing  Governor's  proclamation  for  the  ap- 
prehension of  John  Caldwell  and  Henry  Brack- 
en, fugitives  from  justice  - 

To  warrants  to  Prentice  and  Weissenger,  in  full 
for  advertising  Governor's  proclamation  for  the 
apprehension  of  Martin  Harrison  and  John 
Caldwell,  fugitives  from  justice 

To  warrants  to  Waterman,  Maddox  &  Co.,  in 
part  for  laying  the  foundation  and  brick  work 
of  the  new  State  house 

To  warrants  to  John  Hall,  in  part  for  three  hun- 
dred and  twelva  perch  of  stone  for  the  new 
State  house      -  - 


Amount. 


$50  00 

2  50 

307  00 
22  06 

10  00 


20  00 

55  00 

5  25 

11  60 

200  00 

7  00 

8  12 

780  00 
936  00 


STATEMENT— Continued. 


Date, 

To  whom,  and  for  what  paid. 

Amount. 

1836. 

Oct.     3 

To  warrants  to  William  C.  Greenup,  in  part  for 
his  contract  for  taking  down  the  old  State  and 
Bank  houses,  and  digging  the  foundation  of  the 

new  State  house           .... 

$•200  00 

3 

To  warrants  to  A.  and  H.  Lee,  in  part  for  carpen- 

ter's work  done  on  the  State  house 

300  00 

8 

To  warrants  to  Thomas  B.  Hickman,  in  part  for 

carpenter's  work  done  on  the  State  house 

48  00 

13 

To  warrants  to  James  M.  Morse,  in  full  for  plank 

furnished  for  building  the  State  house  - 

40  16 

15 

To  warrants  to  Winslow  Pilcher  and  John  De- 
ment, in  full  for  hauling  timber  for  the  State 

house  ------ 

47  50 

15 

To  warrants  to  Waterman,  Maddox  &  Co.,  in 
part  for  laying  the  brick  and  stone  work  of  the 

State  house      -        -     - 

500  00 

15 

To  warrants  to  Hodge  and  Taylor,  in  part  for 

carpenter  work  done  on  the  State  house 

276  32 

17 

To  warrants  to  Thomas  C.  King  and  Ira  Pierce, 
being  the  reward  for  the  apprehension  of  John 

Craig,  a  fugitive  from  justice  - 

200  00 

17 

To  warrants  to  A.  and  H.  Lee,  in  part  for  carpen- 

ter work  done  on  State  house  -            -            - 

1,000  00 

20 

To  warrants  to  Aiken  Evans,in  full  for  five  days' 

services  in  hiring  masons  for  the  State  house    - 

12  50 

26 

To  warrants  to  Gatewood  and  Oliver,  in  full  for 
advertising  in  the  Shaw  nee  town  Journal  notice 
of  the  sale  of  stock  in  the  Shawneetown  Bank, 
and  Governor's  proclamation  for  the  meeting 

of  the  Legislature        - 

5  00 

28 

To  warrants  to  William  C.  Greenup,  in  part  for 
taking  down  the   old    State   and  Bank  houses, 
and  digging  the  foundation  of  the  new  State 

house  ------ 

100  00 

29 

To  warrants  to  William  Linn,  in  part  for  his  bill 
for  sash,  flooring  and    other  plank  furnished  at 

St.  Louis  for  the  State  house     - 

1,150  00 

Nov.    3 

To  warrants  to  Harrison  Thompson,  in  part  for 

shingles  furnished  for  the  State  house  - 
Amount  paid  out  for  the  year  1836        - 1 

60  00 

$7,036  75 

STATEMENT— Continued. 


To  whom,  and  for  what  paid. 


Amount. 


To  warrants  to  Basil  B.  Craig,  in  full  for  his  ser- 
vices in  going  as  a  messenger  to  the  Governor 
of  Louisiana  to  demand  a  fugitive  from  justice 

To  warrants  to  James  M.  Duncan,  Clerk  Supreme 
Court,  in  full  for  his  bill  of  costs  in  two  cases 
in  said  court  against  James  Hall,  former  Trea- 
surer  ------ 

To  warrants  to  William  H.  Coyle,  in  full  for  ad- 
vertising Governor's  proclamation  for  election 
of  Major  General,  and  for  convening  the  Le- 
gislature _  -  -  -  - 

To  warrants  to  Joseph  Hayes,  commissioner  of 
sales  of  Gallatin  Saline  lands,  in  full  for  making 
out  a  report  to  the  Auditor  of  the  lands  sold  by 
T.  D.  Hewitt,  former  commissioner 

To  warrants  to  William  E.  Woodruff,  for  adver- 
tising in  the  Arkansas  Gazette  the  Governor's 
proclamation  for  the  apprehension  of  William 
Copland  and   other  fugitives  from  justice 

To  warrants  to  B.  W.  Thompson,  in  full  for  col- 
lecting Revised  Laws  of  1833  - 

To  warrants  to  J.  C.  Bruner,  in  full  for  an  allow- 
ance made  him  by  the  Governor  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  - 

To  warrants  to  John  F.  Maddox,  in  part  for 
plastering  rooms  in  the  State  house  for  public 
offices  - 

To  warrants  to  Harrison  Thompson,  in  full  for 
8,000  laths  furnished  by  him  for  the  lower 
rooms  of  the  State  house  ... 

To  warrants  to  Thomas  O.  Davis,  in  full  for  pub- 
lishing Governor's  proclamation,  and  act  con- 
cerning trespasses  on  canal  lands 

To  warrants  to  J.  Wentworth,  in  full  for  r  ublish- 
ing  Governor's  proclamation,  and  act  concern- 
ing trespasses  on  canal  lands  - 
To  warrants  to  H.  Warren,  in  full  for  publishing 
Governor's  proclamation,  and  act  concerning 
trespasses  on  canal  lands  - 


$75  00 


25  65 


4  50 


20  00 


31  87 

125  00 

20  00 

200  00 

24  00 

36  00 

36  00 

36  00 

10 


STATEMENT— Continued. 


To  whom,  and  for  what  paid. 


To  warrants  to  Hodge  and  Shrader,  in  full  for 
publishing  Governor's  proclamations,  who  elec- 
ted members  to  Congress,  who  elected  Presiden- 
tial Electors,  offering  a  reward  for  William 
Copland,  proclamation  and  law  concerning  tres- 
passes on  canal  lands,  publishing  supplement  to 
Revenue  laws,  and  printing  three  quires  of 
circular  letters  .... 

To  warrants  to  Henry  Snyder,  in  full  for  work 
done  for  Secretary's  office         ... 

To  warrants  to  Nelson  Rial,  in  full  for  his  services 
as  an  express  to  the  counties  of  Gallatin  and 
Johnson  with  writs  of  election 

To  warrants  to  James  M.  Morse,  in  full  for  his 
services  in  going  to  Executive  of  Missouri  to 
demand  a  fugitive  from  justice 

To  warrants  to  A.  J.  Guykowski,  in  full  for  his 
services  in  taking  writs  of  election  to  the  coun- 
ties of  Effingham,  Coles,  and  Edgar    - 

To  warrants  to  D.  B.  Hodge,  in  full  for  his  servi- 
ces in  carrying  writs  of  election  to  the  counties 
of  Sangamon,  Morgan,  Cass,  and  Adams 

To  warrants  to  B.  W.  Thompson,  in/ull  for  his 
services  in  taking  writs  of  election  to  the  coun- 
ties of  Greene  and  Calhoun      - 

•To  warrants  to  William  James,  in  full  for  450 
bushels  of  lime  furnished  for  plastering  lower 
rooms  of  the  State  house  .  .  - 

To  warrants  to  John  F.  Maddox,  in  full  for  plas- 
tering two  rooms  of  the  State  house  for  public 
offices  - 

To  warrants  to  A.  and  H.  Lee,  in  full  for  finishing 
joiner  work  of  one  room  of  the  State  house 
for  Supreme  Court        -  -  -^ 

To  warrants  to  JohnD.  Whiteside,  Treasurer,  in 
fall  for  his  expenses  ingoingand  returning  from 
Springfield  on  official  business  - 

To  warrants  to  John  D.  Whiteside,  in  full  for 
carrying  writs  of  election  to  the  counties  of 
St.  Clair,  Madison,  and  Monroe  -         - 

To  warrants  to  Winslow Pileher,  in  fuH  for  clean- 
ing out  Senate  Chamber  and  Hall  of  House  of 

,  Representatives  - 


11 

STATEMENT— Continued. 


To  whom,  and  for  what  paid  . 


To  warrants  to  S.  M.  Bartlett,  in  full  for  publish- 
ing Governor's  proclamation  offering  a  reward 
for  the  apprehension  of  certain  fugitives  from 
justice,  and  proclamation  concerning  canal 
lands   ------ 

To  warrants  to  S.  H.  Davis,  in  full  for  publishing- 
Governor's  proclamation,  and  an  act  concern- 
ing trespasses  on  canal  lands    - 

To  warants  to  William  Hodge,  in  full  for  500 
copies  "Free  Press"  containing  Governor's 
proclamation  convening  the  Legislature,  and 
also  for  work  done  in  taking  down  and  remov- 
ing fixtures  in  Secretary's  office 

To  warrants  to  Enoch  Lucky,  in  full  for  his  ex- 
penses in  arresting  Johnson,  Arhart,  and  Elli- 
ott, prisoners  who  escaped  from  the  jail  of 
Madison  county  .... 

To  warrants  to  Levin  Lane,  in  full  for  his  servi- 
ces as  a  messenger  to  the  Governor  of  Indiana 
to  demand  a  fugitive  from  justice 

To  warrants  to  William  Reeves,  in  full  for  his 
services  as  an  express  to  the  county  of  Adams 
with  a  writ  of  election 

To  warrants  to  Eleanor  Hall,  in  full  for  100  bush- 
els of  lime  furnished  for  plastering  rooms  in 
the,  State  house  for  the  use  of  the  Treasurer 
and  Clerk  Supreme  Court         - 

To  warrants  to  Abner  Johnson,  in  full  for  work 
done  in  finishing  room  in  State  house  for  the 
use  of  the  Treasurer    ...  - 

To  warrants  to  William  Linn,  in  full  for  plank 
furnished  for  lathing  rooms  in  the  State  house 
for  the-  use  of  the  Treasurer  and  Supreme 
Court  - 

To  warrants  to  William  Young,  in  full  for  plas- 
tering rooms  in  the  State  house  for  the  use  of 
the  Treasurer,.  &c.       .... 

To  warrants  to  Levi  Davis,  in  full  for  expenses 
in  going  to  Edwardsville  and  Belleville  on  offi- 
cial business    ----- 

To  warrants  to  Abner  Johnson,  in  full  for  his  ser- 
vices as  a  messenger  to  the  Acting  Governor 
at  Carmi  -  -  -  - 

4* 
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STATEMENT— Continued. 


Date. 

To  whom,  and  for  what  paid. 

Amount. 

1837. 

Oct. 

21 

To  warrants  to  L.  0.  Shrader,  in  full  for  his  ser- 

' 

vices  as  an  express  to  certain  counties  with 

writs  of  election          - 

$140  00 

21 

To  warrants  to  George  A.  Norris,  in  fulljfor  pub- 
lishing Governor's  proclamation    and  act  con- 

cerning trespasses  on  canal  lands 

25  50 

21 

To  warrants  to  Brooks  and  Co.,  in  full  for  publish- 
ing  Governor's  proclamation    convening  the 

Legislature      ..... 

5  00 

21 

To  warrants  to  Stout  and   Johnson,   in   full   for 
binding  laws  and  journals  of  Congress,  &c.,for 

Secretary's  office          - 

350  50 

21 

To  warrants  to  James  M.  Morse,  in  part  for  his 
services  as  a  messenger  to  the  Executive  of  Ar- 

kansas to  demand  a  fugitive  from  justice 

150  00 

Nov. 

11 

To  warrants  to  Benjamin  Buckmaster,  in  full  for 
1,000  shingles  furnished  for  covering  the  cupo- 

la of  the  State  house  .... 

4  00 

24 

To  warrants   to  William  L.  Graves,  in  full  for 

work  done  for  Secretary's  office 

15  12 

24 

To  warrants  to  John  Hogan  and  Co.,  in  full  for 

freight  and  storage  on  cannon,  &c. 

57  10 

24 

To  warrants  to  Levi  Davis,  in  full  for  his  expenses 

in  going  to  Alton  on  official  business    - 

20  00 

Dec. 

12 

To  warrants  to  Franklin  Witt,  in  full  for  .his  ser- 
vices in  carrying  delinquent  lists  to  counties  on 

the  Military  Tract 

35  00 

22 

To  warrants  to  Abner  Johnson  and  William  L. 
Graves,  in  full  for  work  done  on  the  cupola  of 

the  State  house             - 

5  00 

25 

To  warrants  to  N.  H.  Fidgely,  in  full  for  procur- 
ing an  engraving  for  canal  bonds,  and  550  im- 

38. 

pressions  of  same         -            -                          - 
Amount  paid  out  for  the  year  1837 

433  00 

$3,375  48 

18 

Jan. 

16 

To  warrants  to  William  Linn,  in  full  for  lumber 

furnished  for  cupola  of  the  State  house 

25  99 

29 

To  warrants  to  Doolittle  and  Munson  in  full  for 

State  sea)         -             -             - 

55  00 

Apri 

16 

To  warrants  to  James  M.  Morse,  in  full  for  his 
services  and  expenses  in  going  as  an  express 
to   the  Lieutenant  and    Acting  Governor    at 

Carmi 

20  00 

13 


STATEMENT— Continued. 


To  whom,  and  for  what  paid. 


To  warants  to  E.  J.  Rice,  in  full  for  his  services 
and  expenses  in  going  to  Jacksonville  as  an  ex- 
press to  the  Governor  by  order  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State   -  -  -  -  - 

To  warrants  to  Johnson  and  Curlee,  in  full  for  a 
door  for  the  Supreme  Court  room  in  the  State 
house  ------ 

To  warrants  to  James  M.  Morse,  in  full  for  ser- 
vices arid  expenses  in  going  as  a  messenger  to 
the  Governor  of  Arkansas  to  demand  H.  Brack- 
en, a  fugitive  from  justice 

To  warrants  to  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, in  full  of  an  allowance  made  by  the  Gov- 
ernor to  aid  in  building  the  State  house  in 
Springfield       - 

To  warrants  to  J.  M.  Lucas,  in  full  for  publishing 
Governor's  proclamation  for  the  apprehension 
of  Silas  A.  Rude  and  Joseph  Evans,  fugitives 
from  justice     - 

To  warrants  to  McConnel,  Ormsbee  and  Co.,  in 
full  for  freight  paid  by  them  on  cannon  belong- 
ing to  the  State. 

To  warrants  to  James' M.  Morse,  in  part  of  his 
account  for  plastering  legislative  halls,  as  per 
contract  made  by  order  cf  the  Governor 

To  warrants  to  Thomas  B.  Hickman,  in  part  for 
work  done  on  the  State  hpuse,  as  per  contract 
made  by  order  of  the  Governor 

To  warrants  to  William  H.  Olvey,  in  part  for 
painting  the  Senate  Chamber  and  Hall  House 
of  Representatives       - 

To  warrants  to  E.  Capps,in  full  for  paints  furnish- 
ed for  painting  Senate  Chamber  and  Hall 
House  of  Representatives 

To  warrants  to  Thomas  B.  Hickman,  in  full  of  his 
contract  for  work  done  on  the  State  house  by 
order  of  the   Governor 

To  warrants  to  William  H.  Olvey,  in  full  for 
painting  Senate  Chamber  and  Hall  House  of 
Representatives  - 

To  warrants  to  R.  Goudy,  in  full  for  his  services 
and  expenses  as  a  messenger  from  the  Governor 
at  Jacksonville  to  Vandalia       -  - 

Amount  paid  out  for  the  year  1838 


14 
RECAPITULATION. 

Amount  appropriated  as  a  contingent  fund,  for  the  years 
1833  and  1S34  ..._.... 

From  this  sum  deduct  amount  paid  out  during  the  same 
years  -         - 

Balance  of  this  appropriation  unexpended         -         -         -        $1,188  21 

Amount  appropriated  as  a  contingent  fund,  for  the  years 
1835  and  1836    ' 

From  this  sum  deduct  amount  paid  out  during  the  same 
years  -         -  •       -         -- 

Balance  of  this  appropriation  unexpended  - 

Amount  appropriated  as  a  contingent  fund,  for  the  vears 
1837  and  1838 - 

From  this  sum  deduct  amount  paid  out  during  the  same 
years  -         -         -         -         -         -.- 

Balance  of  this  appropriation  unexpended 


III.  Legis.)  SENATE.  S  11th  Assem. 


LETTER 


AUDITOR  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS, 


TRANSMITTING 


A  statement  showing  the  condition  of  schools  for  the  year  1837. 


January  7,  1839. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Auditor's  Office,  Illinois, 

Vandalia,  January  7,  1839. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  condensed  statement  show- 
ing the  condition  of  schools  in  the  State  for  the  year  1837,  so  far  as 
returns  have  been  made  to  this  office.  I  have  delayed  thus  long  to  com- 
municate this  information,  under  a  hope  that  some  further  returns  would 
be  received. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  DAVIS, 
Auditor  Public  Accounts, 
To  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate* 


A  STATEMENT  showing  the  condition  of  Schools  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
by  School  Commissioners,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  "An  act  to  amend 


Amount  paid 

Amount  of  township  funds,  January  1,  1838. 

for  support 
of  schools 

for  1837. 

Counties. 

Amount  of  prin- 

Amount of  in- 

cipal. 

terest. 

Macoupin       - 

$•3,889  64 

$180  91 

$49  37 

Vermilion      - 

15,307  17 

1,019  69 

- 

La  Salle 

6,777  16 

468  34 

421  55 

Macon 

5,690  90 

538  58 

82  87 

Cook 

38,625  47 

2,598  55 

2,117  25 

Cass  - 

8,877  40 

- 

22  50 

Effingham       ... 

- 

- 

281  74 

Franklin 

117  00 

1  82 

29  56 

Champaign    .             -             - 

6,758  80 

Randolph 

5,934  81 

336  79 

943  55 

Marion            ... 

1,019  32 

5  13 

- 

Johnson          ... 

133  16 

8  31 

102  62 

Fulton 

18.603  23 

1,873  57 

582  25 

Wayne           ... 

50  00 

- 

- 

McDonough  -             -    v        - 

10,282  60 

780  13 

190  41 

Alexander      - 

1,088  56 

97  82 

198  75 

Rock  Island   - 

8,439  72 

811  54 

356  70 

Peoria 

19,441  20 

1,486  50 

663  26 

Morgan           - 

40,445  73 

- 

4,600  50 

Coles 

11,148  70 

1,787  03 

216  60 

Jackson           - 

- 

- 

550  42 

Putnam           -             - 

21,484  19 

1,270  53 

916  96 

Pope                ... 

4,670  40 

685  75 

280  00 

Perry 

312  94 

37  54 

915  13 

Union 

2,711  59 

- 

297  93 

Monroe 

3,082  51 

- 

158  26 

Sangamon      ... 

30,094  49 

1.714  55 

5,056  55 

Tazewell        - 

6,502  62 

561  01 

938  84 

Saint  Clair     - 

10,132  21 

474  33 

74  69 

Fayette 

6,211  45 

390  26 

892  00 

for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1837,  so  far  as  returns  have  been  made 
the  several  acts  in  relation  to  Common  Schools"  approved  March  4,  1837. 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Aggregate 
length  of  time 

Amount  re- 

Amount of  in- 

Amount ex- 

schools 

scholars 

ceived  by  each 

terest  in  the 

pended  for 
all  other  pur- 

taught for 

taught  lor 

each  school 

township  from 

hands  of school 

1837. 

1837. 

was  taught. 

interest  on 

co  mmission- 

poses  than  in 

school,  col- 

ers, forming  a 

paying  teach- 

lege, and  sem- 

county school 

ers. 

inary  fund. 

fund. 

4 

206 

33  months. 

$171  87 

$494  69 

$5  00 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,956  60 

8 

_ 

15 

61  30 

876  70 

421  55 

3 

201 

14 

158  08 

_ 

405  36 

6 

300 

- 

- 

1,837  2S 

740  56 

- 

3 

2 

- 

- 

75  54 

4 

170 

14 

1 

56 

3 

29  56 

524  81 

21  30 

15 

539 

75 

760  00 

1 

24 

3 

17  50 

650  12 

43  76 

4 

98 

15 

_ 

405  87 

32 

1,115 

_ 

696  36 

667  24 

557  73 

1 

37 

3 

28  00 

284  73 

7  50 

7 

201 

21 

_ 

"  485  70 

157  30 

2 

42 

9 

37  75 

186  40 

44  00 

4 

71 

20 

_ 

68  70 

160  51 

22 

442 

_ 

- 

_ 

12S  50 

73 

2,094 

- 

- 

- 

2S0  06 

6 

250 

18 

- 

56  02 

292  37 

8 

165 

30 

48  01 

188  85 

3  10 

_ 

534 

27 

_ 

216  18 

3 

75 

9 

- 

890  09 

480  12 

.28 

814 

87 

227  24 

516  82 

44  42 

11 

_ 

42 

297  93 

250  00 

43  61 

5 

200 

32 

158  26 

78 

5,000 

361 

2,362  20 

191  44 

654  50 

33 

385 

69 

704  29 

534  06 

232  69 

- 

731 

63 

715  64 

1,048  00 

439  01 

7 

320 

21 

501  77 

- 

180  88 

III.  Leois.    j  SENATE. 


1  1th  Assem. 


COSTS  OF  CONTESTED  ELECTIONS. 


January  18,  1839. 

Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Richardson,  from  the  Committee  on  Elections,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  ^Elections  having  had  under  consideration  a  resolution 
directing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  for  the  pay- 
ment of  costs  in  cases  of  contested  elections  coming  before  this  body  at  its  pre- 
sent session,  and  also  regulating  the  payment  of  costs  when  the  right  oj  any 
member  elect,  to  a  seat  in  the  General  Assembly,  is  contested,  have  agreed 
to  the  following  report: 

That  the  courts  of  justice  alone  have  the  right  to  determine  to  what 
extent  parties  that  have  heretofore  been  engaged  in  contests  for  seats  in 
the  General  Assembly  are  liable,  and  that  it  would  be  a  usurpation  of 
power  for  the  Legislature  to  adjudicate  upon  matters  that  belong  to  the 
Judiciary.  The  committee  unanimously  agree  that  it  is  expedient  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  costs  in  the  case  of  contested  elections  in  fu- 
ture, and  they  have  directed  me  to  report  a  bill  for  "An  act  to  amend  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  elections.'" 


. 


The  second  session  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  commenced 
on  the         day  of  ,  1819;  and  on  the  30th  March,  1819,  the  act, 

entitled  "An  act  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,"  was  approved  by  the  Council  of  Revision.  This- act  provides: 

1st.  For  the  appointment  of  five  commissioners  to  select  a  suitable  site 
whereon  to  fix  the  seat  of  Government  of  this  State  agreeable  to  the  do- 
nation of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Constitution  of  this 
State. 

2d.  For  the  laying  out  a  town  by  the  commissioners,  selling  lots,  and 
the  building  of  a  suitable  house  for  the  reception  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  this  State  at  their  next  stated  session. 

The  commissioners,  acting  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  selected  the 
"site"  on  the  twelfth  day  of  June,  1819,  and  without  delay  caused  the 
town  of  Vandalia  to  be  laid  out  according  to  the  provisions  of  said  act. 
The  plat  of  the  town,  made  under  the  direction  of  the  commissioners,  is 
dated  July,  1819:  the  day  of  the  month  is  not  given.  The  foregoing 
statement  of  facts  shows  that,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution, 
the  site  of  the  town  of  Vandalia  was  selected  on  the  twelfth  day  of  June, 
1819.  Every  thing  required  by  the  Constitution  to  fix  and  locate  the  seat 
of  Government  was  done  as  early  as  July,  1819;  and  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  in  contemplation,  of  law,  Vandalia  was  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment of  the  State  of  Illinois  upon  the  "laying  out  of  the  town  upon  the 
lands  selected"  under  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution;  and  this  being 
done  in  July,  1819,  the  time  required  for  the  seat  of  Government  to  re- 
main at  Vandalia  will  expire  in  July,  1839. 

The  committee,  therefore,  recommend  the  passage  of  the  bill,  as  pro- 
posed to  be  amended,  so  as  to  make  the  time  at  which  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment  shall  be  at  Springfield  the  fourth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and  the  time  for  holding  the  first  term  of  the 
Supreme  Court  on  the  second  Monday  in  July. 


III.  Legis.     j  SENATE.  j  11th  Assem. 


HEIRS  OF  ROBERT  COLEMAN. 


January  26,  1839. 

Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered   to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  for 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  infant  heirs  of  Robert  Coleman,  deceased" 
together  with  the  petition  of  John  Coleman,  administrator  of  the  estate 
of  said  Robert,  have  had  said  bill  and  petition  under  consideration, 
and  submit  the  following  report  thereon : 

The  petition  states,  in  substance,  "that,  in  September,  1838,  Robert 
Coleman  departed  this  life  intestate,  seized  of  considerable  real  estate, 
consisting  of  lands  and  town  lots ;  that,  previous  to  his  death,  he  sold 
some  town  lots  and  lands,  but  failed  to  execute  deeds  of  conveyance;  in 
several  instances  of  these  sales,  no  deed  or  other  writing  was  made  or 
executed  evidencing  the  fact  and  terms  of  sale;  that  he  was  also  seized  of 
considerable  real  estate  situated  in  and  adjoining  the  village  of  Columbia  ; 
that  it  is  desirable  to  sell  this  estate  from  time  to  time,  as  bidders  may  be 
found,  and  as  the  village  continues  to  improve,  to  obtain  means  to  edu- 
cate the  infant  children  of  the  intestate,  an(l  to  add  to  the  value  of  the 
remaining  estate;  that  the  intestate  also  left  a  water,  saw,  and  grist-mill, 
in  an  unfinished  state,  and  that  means  to  finish  the  mills  cannot  be  obtain- 
ed without  detriment  to  the  heirs ;  that  the  same  cannot  be  rented  to 
advantage  without  the  expenditure  of  a  considerable  sum  of  mone}'.". 
Upon  this  state  of  facts,  this  General  Assembly  is  asked  to  pass  a  special 
act,  authorizing  the  execution  of  deeds  as  well  for  estate  sold  by  parol  as 
that  sold  by  contracts  reduced  to  writing;  and  also  lor  authority  to  sell 
parts  of  the  real  estate  which  has  descended  to  infant  heirs.  The  ques- 
tions presented  involve  the  following  inquiries : 

1.  Can  the  Legislature  authorize  the  sale  of  land,  without  the  consent 
or  some  default  of  the  owner? 

2.  Can  the  Legislature  authorize  the  conveyance  of  land,  the  legal 
title  being  in  heirs,  so  as  to  divest  that  title,  without  giving  the  beirs  an 
opportunity  of  showing  cause  against  the  conveyance  ? 


3.  Is  it  proper  or  expedient  for  the  Legislature  to  act  upon  such  appli- 
cations; and,  if  so,  how  long  should  the  session  be  continued  for  the  pur- 
pose of  hearing  and  disposing  of  such  as  may  be  made? 

4.  If  the  power  exists  to  grant  the  relief  asked  for,  shall  it  be  exercised 
upon  ex  parte  statements  not  under  oath;  or  is  it  not  more  advisable  and 
safer  to  institute  rigid  inquiries  into  the  truth  of  all  petitions  of  the  kind, 
and  into  all  the  reasons  and  policy  of  granting  them? 

Upon  the  first  question  there  can  hardly  be  a  diversity  of  opinion. 
Although  the  Legislature  may  provide  for  the  sale  of  property  for  pay- 
ment of  debts,  and  the  power  to  sell  or  confiscate,  because  of  defaults  on 
the  part  of  owners  to  comply  with  or  abide  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  or  of 
judgments  and  decrees  rendered  in  conformity  with  those  laws,  may  be 
admitted  to  exist,  yet  it  will  hardly  be  contended  by  any  that  there  is 
anywhere  a  power  in  this  government  to  take  and  sell  and  appropriate 
the  property  of  any  citizen  who  has  been  guilty  of  no  violation  of  the 
law,  or  omission  to  comply  with  its  requisitions.  Such  a  power  is  not 
necessary  to  the  existence  or  maintenance  of  the  government,  and  cannot 
be  claimed  upon  the  plea  of  necessity.  The  exercise  of  such  a  power  is 
neither  convenient  nor  necessary  to  advance  the  public  good;  and  its  ex- 
ertion is  liable,  among  others,  to  the  following  objections: 

1.  It  would  be  destructive  of  all  uniformity  of  action  upon  questions 
affecting  property. 

2.  It  would  open  a  wide  door  to  frauds  and  impositions,  as  well  upon 
the  State  as  individuals. 

3.  It  would  convert  the  legislative  into  a  judicial  department. 

4.  It  would  tend  directly  to  a  concentration  of  all  the  powers  of  gov- 
ernment into  one  department. 

5.  The  rules  of  decision  and  of  evidence  would  be  liable  to  change 
every  two  years. 

6.  The  enjoyment  of  life  and  property  would  be  made  to  depend  upon 
accident,  and  thereby  rendered  insecure. 

7.  The  expenses  of  legislation  generally  amount  to  mOre  than  the  value 
of  property  to  be  affected. 

The  question  of  power  does  not  necessarily  involve  an  inquiry  into 
questions  of  convenience  or  policy,  yet  arguments  drawn  from  incon- 
venience may  properly  be  used  to  prove  that  such  power  was  never  in- 
tended to  be  conferred.  If  the  Legislature  was  informed  that  the  wards 
of  a  certain  guardian  had  been  guilty  of  a  crime  for  which  they  ought  to 
be  punished  by  confinement  in  the  penitentiary,  and  that  because  it  will 
exhaust  all  their  estate  to  pay  the  costs  of  trial,  and  in  order  to  save  the 
estate,  the  guardian  should  be  permitted  to  confine  the  wards  without 
trial — would  such  a  request  be  granted?  The  difference  between  the 
case  put  and  the  case  under  consideration  is  not  pereeived.  In  one  case 
it  is  proposed  to  authorize  a  sale  of  property  and  divest  rights,  and  in  the 
other  thepioposilion  is  to  affect  liberty  and  divest  rights.  The  application 
is  said  to  be  for  the  relief  of  infants,  and  the  Legislature  is  appealed  to  in 
their  behalf  to  save  their  estate.  Can  the  Legislature  require  that  to  be 
done  which  is  asked?  Can  this  department,  by  decree  or  judgment, 
divest  the  heirs  oi  their  title?  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  it 
cannot: 


1.  Because  the  thing  to  be  done  is  a  judicial  act. 

2.  Because  the  Legislature  is  expressly  prohibited  from  exercising  judi- 
cial powers. 

3.  Because  no  man  can  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  or  property  without 
having  an  opportunity  of  defence.  The  principle  which  would  authorize 
the  Legislature  to  order  the  sale  of  property  would  authorize  an  order  to 
imprison  the  person ;  and  this  is  contrary  to  all  theories  in  relation  to 
the  powers  conferred  upon  legislative  bodies  in  governments  whose  pow- 
ers are  limited  by  written  constitutions.  If  it  be  said  that  action  upon 
applications  of  this  kind  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  infants,  and  that  there- 
fore they  are  concluded  by  the  act,  the  answer  is,  that  what  is  or  is  not 
for  the  benefit  of  infants,  depends  upon  evidence  and  opinion.  The  truth 
of  the  assumption  cannot  be  inquired  into  by  a  legislative  body,  and  the 
defect  of  power  to  inquire  into  and  decide  upon  the  correctness  of  their 
assumptions,  is  the  ground  upon  which  applications  of  the  kind  ought 
to  be  rejected. 

Again,  it  may  be  assumed  that  a  person  indicted  for  murder  would  be 
benefitted  by  a  legislative  act  requiring  him  to  be  confined  in  the  peniten- 
tiary without  a  trial,  upon  the  presumption  that,  if  tried,  he  will  be  con- 
demned to  be  hung.  Would  this  justify  the  action  of  the  Legislature  in 
his  behalf?  Would  it  deprive  him  of  the  right  of  trial?  Would  he  be 
bound  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature?  That  provision  of  the  constitution 
which  declares  uthat  no  freeman  shall  be  imprisoned  or  disseized  of  his 
freehold,  liberties,  or  privileges,  or  outlawed  or  exiled,  or  in  any  manner 
deprived  of  his  life,  liberty  or  property,  but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers 
or  the  law  of  the  land,"  is. believed  to  be  applicable  to  the  case  under 
consideration,  and  to  exclude,  by  express  terms,  the  right  of  the  Legisla- 
ture to  act  upon  the  subject.  The  intent  of  action  is  to  deprive  the  in- 
fants of  their  property,  without  any  investigation  into  the  truth  of  the 
allegation  that  such  deprivation  is  for  their  benefit,  or  is  calculated  to 
advance  their  interest,  oris  necessary  to  the  ends  of  justice.  It  may  be 
true  that  the  State,  by  virtue  of  its  sovereignty  and  its  powers  of  self- 
preservation  and  existence,  may  have  the  right  to  provide  for  the  sale  or 
confiscation  of  property  for  purposes  of  revenue  or  defence,  without  the 
aid  of  judicial  powers,  yet  the  existence  of  this  power  does  not  prove  the 
existence  of  the  power  to  order  a  sale  of  the  property  of  A.  upon  the 
petition  of  B.  his  guardian,  and  the  application  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  to 
what  is  deemed  by  B.  to  be  most  beneficial  to  the  interest  of  the  ward. 
A  sovereign  State  may  provide  for  the  confiscation  of  the  property  of  an 
enemy,  as  a  measure  of  defence  and  self-preservation,  and  may  acquire  a 
right  to  the  property  confiscated,  without  a  judicial  investigation,  by 
making  the  doing  or  omitting  to  do  certain  acts  amount  to  a  confession 
of  the  truth  of  the  facts  necessary  to  be  established  in  order  to  the  ac- 
quisition of  the  property  or  thing  confiscated;  but  this  principle  does 
not  touch  the  question  now  under  consideration,  because  the  infants  in 
this  case  have  neither  done  nor  omitted  to  do  any  act  by  which  the 
State  has  become  entitled  to  their  property,  or. in  consequence  of  which 
they  are  liable  to  punishment  in  their  persons  or  their  property. 

The  first  and  second  inquiries  being  disposed  of,  it  remains  to  consider 
the  third  and  fourth,  which  relate  to  the  policy  and  expediency  of  acting 


upon  the  application.     It  is  deemed  inexpedient  to   act  upon   such  peti- 
tions, upon  the  following  grounds : 

1.  Because  only  one  side  of  the  application  can  be  heard,  and  though 
the  act  of  the  Legislature  may  hereafter  be  adjudged  invalid,  yet  proceed- 
ings under  it  give  purchasers  color  of  title,  and  produce  the  necessity  of 
prosecuting  suits  by  those  having  rights. 

2.  Property  thus  purchased  may  be  abused  and  reduced  in  value  by 
cutting  timber,  by  pulling  down  houses,  and  by  improper  cultivation. 

3.  Persons  may  purchase  and  improve  in  good  faith,  and,  after  many 
years'  occupancy  and  large  expenditures  of  money,  may  be  compelled  to 
surrender  the  earnings  of  youth  and  manhood,  and  be  cast  upon  the  world, 
in  old  age,  penniless. 

4.  Legislation  upon  cases  costs  the  whole  people  as  much  as  legislation 
upon  principles ;  and  action  upon  any  case  involving  the  same  principle, 
would  require  sessions  to  be  extended  to  almost  an  indefinite  period.  For 
the  foregoing  reasons,  the  committee  recommend  the  rejection  of  the 
bill.  * 


III.  Legis.  SENATE. 


LETTER 


ii 


TH    ASSEM. 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS, 


TRANSMITTING 


Information  relative   to  the  Bloomington,  Mackinaw,  Peoria  and  Pekin 

railroad. 


January  29,  1839. 

R«ad,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Internal  Improvement  Office, 

To  the  Hon.  the  SEN1TE  ^^  '«— *  f'  1839" 

of  the  State  of  Illinois: 

of  Th*  ^,°fd  f r,rUbHc  W^kH in  anSWer  to  the  res°lution  of  the  Senate 
^^fe^  Illinois,  calling  for  information  in  relation  to  the  Bloom- 
ington, Mackinaw,  Peoria  and  Pekin  railroad,  beg  leave  to  report- 
th*  th^  course  heretofore  adopted  by  the  Board  has  been  to  distribute 
the  expenditure  of  money  and  divide  the  work  to  be  done  as  economi- 
caHy  as  possible,  between  the  different  roads,  and  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  State,  so  as  not  to  give  any  one  work  or  any  separate  portion  of  the 
Mate  an  advantage  over  another. 

In  making  this  distribution  it  was  found  that  nine  miles  would  be  all 
LplCTf  be  awarded  to  the  road  in  question.  In  distributing 
those  works  the  Board  has  also  sought  to  locate  them  so  as  to  be  most  us  * 
lui  to  the  inhabitants,  and  where  they  would  soonest  yield  a  profit.  It  is 
also  a  provision  of  law,  that  the  construction  of  those  works  shall  com- 
mence  at  the  navigable  streams;  consequently  this  work  was  to  commence 
upon  the  Illinois  river  either  at  Pekin  or  opposite  Peoria.  If  the  work 
should  commence  at  Pekin,  the  contracts  could  reach  Tremont,  a  consid- 
erable trading  town  and  the  county  seat  of  Tazewell  county,  and  there 
iorm  a  communication  between  two  places  of  some  business;  but  if  it 
commenced  opposite  Peoria,  and  extended  nine  miles  in  the  direction  of 
me  town  oi  Mackinaw,  the  work  would  terminate  at  some  point  in  the 
prairie,  where  it  would  be  neither  useful  nor  profitable   unless   extended 


2 
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Under  those  circumstances  it  was  thought  advisable  to  adopt  that  por- 
tion of  the  work  between  Pekin  and  Tremont.  There  is  another  circum- 
stance which  operated  in  some  degree  upon  the  minds  of  the  Commission- 
ers in  relation  to  this  portion  of  the  work.  It  is  known  to  your  body 
that  the  diverging  point  for  the  two  branches  of  this  road,  in  its  progress 
from  Bloominton  to  the  Illinois  river,  is  at  Mackinaw  town. 

This  town  is  situated  upon  a  considerable  elevation  upon  the  east  side 
of  the  Mackinaw  river;  consequently  to  diverge  at  that  town  would  be 
to  construct  two  costly  viaducts  over  this  stream,  when  one  could  be 
made  to  answer  all  purposes  for  both  branches.  Again,  it  was  found 
almost  impracticable  to  cross  this  river  immediately  at  the  town.  This  is 
principally  owing  to  the  great  elevation,  the  depth  of  the  valley  of  the 
river  immediately  opposite,  and  the  broken  and  undulating  surface  of  the 
country  immediately  upon  the  west  side  of  said  stream;  consequently  a 
route  has  been  adopted  for  the  Pekin  branch,  some  miles  down  the  river 
from  Mackinaw  town — and  one  much  more  favorable  than  any  other 
point  yet  discovered.  Under  all  these  embarrassing  circumstances,  and 
as  no  useful  effect  could  be  attained  by  commencing  said  road  before  the 
meeting  of  the  General  Assembly,  the  survey  has  only  been  made  with 
a  view  that  those  defects  might  be  remedied,  if  it  should  be  deemed  ad- 
visable. This  accounts  for  the  reason  why  no  part  of  said  branch  has, 
as  yet,  been  put  under  contract. 

While  upon  the  subject  of  this  branch,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  men- 
tion that  much  difficulty  has  been  encountered  in  finding  a  suitable  route,, 
and  great  cost  will  be  necessary  to  raise  the  Illinois  bluff  opposite  to  Pe- 
oria; and  after  the  same  arrives  at  the  summit,  its  course  lies  diagonally 
across  the  farms  and  lands  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country.  All  those 
defects  could  be  in  a  great  degree  remedied,  the  road  rendered  equally 
useful  as  a  branch  to  Peoria,  and  much  money  saved  to  the  State,  if  the 
point  of  intersection  was  left  open,  and  the  branch  directed  to  be  located 
upon  the  cheapest  and  best  route  for  the  interest  of  the  State. 

As  to  the  inquiry,  whether  any  part  of  the  ten  miles  ordered  to  be  put 
under  contract  upon  that  road  is  intended  for  that  branch,  the  Board 
would  report  that  a  portion  of  said  work  is  intended  for  that  branch ;  but 
as  it  was  not  certain  whether  any  changes  would  be  made  by  law  in  the 
location  of  this  road,  the  particular  location  of  said  work  upon  said 
branch  has  not  been  as  yet  designated;  but  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Board 
to  go  on  with  said  branch,  and  give  to  it  a  fair  proportion  of  the  appro- 
priation as  the  works  progress,  whether  any  changes  shall  be  effected 
or  not. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Board. 

WILLIAM  KINNEY, 

President  of  the  Board. 


III.  Legis.    I  SENATE.  j  11th  Assem 


L.ETTER 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS, 


TRANSMITTING 


Information  relative  to  the  abutments  for  the  viaduct  across  the  Kaskaskia 
river,  for  the  Central  railroad,  near  Vandalia. 


January  29,    1839. 

Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements. 


Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Vandalia,  January  28,  1839. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Senate 

of  the  State   of  Illinois: 

The  Board  of  Public  Works,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  addressed  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  second  judicial  circuit,  asking  for  information  in  re- 
lation to  the  abutments  of  the  viaduct  across  the  Kaskaskia  river,  for  the 
Central  railroad  near  Vandalia,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  it  is  impossible  to  give  an  exact  description  of  structures  that  as 
yet  are  not  made;  and  in  relation  to  these  or  any  other  abutments,  much 
depends  upon  the  foundation  that  may  be  found  when  a  final  examination 
is  made  ;  consequently  the  depth  and  width  of  the  foundation,  the  batter 
of  the  walls,  the  length,  height,  and  depth  of  the  jvings,  and  many  other 
portions  of  said  work  must  necessarily  be  uncertain  until  all  those  facts 
are  ascertained.  As  that  is  not,  as  yet,  done  in  relation  to  those  abut- 
ments, an  accurate  description  of  the  intended  work  cannot  now  be  given. 
As  to  the  inquiry,  whether  it  is  to  be  constructed  of  brick,  the  Board 
would  report  that  it  is  the  intention  to  make  said  abutments  out  of  the 
best  materials,  at  the  same  time  studying  economy  and  durability.  With 
this  view,  a  stone  foundation  for  said  piers,  raised  a  sufficient  height  to  be 
safe  and  durable,  with  the  upper  part  of  brick,  has  been  adopted ;  and  the 
Board  know  of  no  good  reason  why  brick  should  not  be  used,  if  the  same 
can  be  done  to  the  advantage  of  the  State. 


This  material  for  those  piers  has  been  recommended  by  the  engineer 
upon  the  work,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  his  report,  found  at  page 
one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  of  the  report  of  the  Board;  and  it  is  believed 
that  in  many  instances  brick  may  be  obtained  that  will  be  cheaper,  and 
in  some  instances  much  more  durable  than  the  rock,  if  in  the  immediate 
vicinity.  Rock  cannot  be  obtained  within  twelve  or  thirteen  miles  of  this 
viaduct;  consequently  cannot  be  got  upon  the  gound  without  great  cost 
and  expense,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  the  objects  at  present 
would  not  justify. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Board. 

WILLIAM  KINNEY, 

President  of  the  Board. 

William  Prentiss, 

Secretary  B.  P.   W> 


b*.  L.Q.S.  |  SENATE.  [llxH  Assbm. 

LETTER 

OF    THE 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  ILLINOIS  AND  MICHIGAN  CANAL, 

RELATIVE 

To  the  purchase  of  property  on  the  Canal. 


January  29,  1839. 

Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Lockport,  December,  1838, 
To  the  General  Assembly 

of  the  State  of  Illinois: 

The  undersigned,  Commissioners  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canaly 
represent  to  the  General  Assembly,  that  upon  the  organization  of  the  first 
Board,  the  canal  office  was  established  at  Chicago.  A  year's  experience 
proved  that  the  State  interest  and  convenience  of  contractors  required  a 
change  of  location.  The  State  had  a  valuable  town  site  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  Summit  Division,  which  had  been  laid  out  under  the  name  of 
Lockport.  To  establish  the  canal  office  at  that  point  would,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Board,  facilitate  business,  produce  economy  to  the  contractors 
and  to  the  State,  and  much  enhance  the  value  of  canal  property.  The 
measure  was  accordingly  adopted,  and  has  evidently  been  productive  of 
the  good  effects  anticipated.  At  that  time,  Lockport  was  wholly  unim- 
proved, and  the  business  of  the  canal  was  so  constant  that  it  was  indis- 
pensably necessary  that  the  Commissioners  should  reside  near  the  office. 
They  could  not  rent  houses,  and  they  were  forbidden  by  law  to  buy. 
After  mature  deliberation,  and  governed  exclusively  by  considerations 
promotive  of  public  good,  they  caused  two  houses  to  be  erected,  at  the 
cost  of  about  $2,900  each,  on  canal  property,  for  the  use  of  the  Com- 
missioners. 

They  now  respectfully  ask  the  General  Assembly  to  allow  them  to  pur- 
chase the  said  property  at  its  worth ;  or,  if  the  Legislature  deem  it  more 
advisable  not  to  sell  to  the  Commissioners,  that  it  be  made  the  duty  of  some 
agent,  unconnected  with  the  Board,  to  fix  an  annual  rent,  which  the  Com- 
missioners shall  pay  for  the  occupancy  of  said  houses. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

W.  F.  THORNTON, 
JACOB.  FRY. 


.j  SENATE.  j|fc 


ESCAPE  OF  CONVICTS  FROM  PENITENTIARY. 


February  19,  1839. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Churchill,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Penitentiary,  made  the 
following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  the  Penitentiary,  who  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
causes  of  the  frequent  escapes  of  convicts  from  the  penitentiary,  beg  leave 
to  report: 

That  your  committee  sent  a  circular  letter  to  the  several  gentlemen 
who  have  had  charge  of  the  penitentiary,  either  as  warden,  inspectors, 
or  superintendent,  and  that  from  most  of  them  the  committee  have  re- 
ceived answers,  which  are  herewith  submitted. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  an  examination  of  these  papers,  that  although  some 
of  the  escapes  which  have  taken  place  may  be  justly  attributed  to  neg- 
ligence on-the  part  of  the  keepers,  yet  many  of  them  were  the  result  of 
the  unfinished  state  of  the  building  and  the  want  of  a  right  guard. 

Your  committee  have  under  consideration  a  bill  intended  to  prevent 
a  recurrence  of  escapes  from  the  penitentiary,  which  will  be  submitted 
to  the  Senate  as  soon  as  practicable. 

SThe  answers  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Report  were  not  transmitted  to  the  printer, 
cannot  be  found  on  file  in  the  Department  of  State. — Public  Printer.] 


REPORT 


FROM    THE 


COMMISSIONERS  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS, 


IN    REPLY 


TO  RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE   SENATE    AND  HOUSE    OF  REPRESENTATIVES 


THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS, 


TRANSMITTING 


ABSTRACTS  OF  DISBURSEMENTS  IN  EACH  CIRCUIT. 


VANDALIA: 

William  Walters,   Public  Printer. 

1839. 


ABSTRACTS  OF  DISBURSEMENTS. 


In  Senate,  February  19,  1839. 

Laid  on  the  table. — In  the  House  of  Representatives,  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner. 


Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Fandalia,  Illinois,  February  13, 183     9. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate: 

Sir:  The  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  for  the  State  of 
Illinois,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate,  calling  for  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  various  subjects  connected  with  the  system  of  inter- 
nal improvements,  beg  leave  to  state  that  much  of  the  information  called 
for  was  not  in  the  possession  of  the  Board,  but  much  of  which  could 
have  been  obtained  from  the  Fund  Commissioners'  office,  had  it  been 
accessible  to  the  Board.  In  order  to  furnish  all  the  information  in  their 
possession,  the  Board  herewith  submit  the  report  of  each  individual  Com- 
missioner, as  comprising  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  information 
required  in  said  resolution,  than  could  have  been  furnished  in  any  other 
way.  It  is  with  regret  that  circumstances,  not  under  the  control  of  the 
Board,  prevented  their  answering  said  resolution  some  time  since;  but 
the  arduous  duties,  and  the  delay  consequent  on  sending  to  distant  parts 
of  the  State  for  information,  rendered  it  unavoidable.  Therefore,  in 
order  that  all  the  information  obtained  may  be  immediately  communica- 
ted, they  herewith  transmit  copies  of  the  report  of  each  member  of  the 
Board,  as  the  report  of  the  whole  Board,  in  answer  to  said  resolution. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  KINNEY, 
President   Board  Public   Works* 

William  Prentiss, 

Secretary  Board  Public    Works. 


REPO RT 


COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  FIRST  JUDICIAL  CIRCUIT. 


Vandalia,  Illinois,  January  5,  1839. 
To  the  President 

of  Ike  Board  of  Public  Works: 
The  Commissioner  of  the  Board  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  in 
answering  the  several  resolutions  of  the  different  branches  of  the  Legis- 
lature, has  come  to  the  conclusion  that  almost  all  their  inquiries  have 
been  answered  in  the  general  report  of  the  Board,  and  the  accompanying 
documents;  and  to  this  he  refers  as  a  sufficient  answer,  except  in  the 
following,  to  which  he  now  makes  this,  as  all  the  additional  answer  neces- 
sary. 

As  to  the  number  of  engineers  employed,  I  can  only  answer,  that  the 
abstract  furnished  will  show  the  names  of  each  engineer  employed,  and 
the  sum  paid  each.  This  has  been  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Bucklin, 
principal  engineer,  to  whom  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  referring  all 
those  matters,  as  one  more  likely  to  know  how  many  persons  would  be 
necessary  in  this  service.  I  have  called  upon  him  for  a  list  of  the  names 
of  engineers  and  others  employed,  together  with  the  compensation  paid 
to  each;  and  he  has  submitted  the  list  hereunto  annexed.  The 
prices  there  mentioned  were  agreed  upon  by  me  with  the  persons  em- 
ployed, and  although  the  prices  appear,  and  arc,  comparatively  great; 
yet  I  made  the  best  bargains  I  could  for  the  State  in  agreeing  upon  those 
prices.  Many  of  those  persons,  however,  are  discharged  for  the  winter; 
but,  if  the  work  goes  on,  similar  services  will  become  necessary  in  the 
spring.  Those  persons  have  principally  been  paid  up  to  the  last  day  of 
November,  and,  as  yet,  no  further. 

In  addition  to  this  list,  Mr.  Hawn  has  been  employed  as  senior  assis- 
tant engineer,  principally  on  the  Alton  and  Shelbyville  railroad,  at 
$2,000  per  annum.  Mr.  Samuel  S.  Brooks  has  also  been  employed  by 
me,.as  a  general  agent  in  procuring  the  right  of  way,  and  other  like  ser- 
vices, at  a  salary  of  $1,000  per  annum;  but  he  has  been  discharged,  and 
has  not  been  in  the  emplo}'  of  the  State  since  November  last. 

As  to  myself,  I  commenced  the  service  of  the  State  as  Commissioner 
a  few  days  after  my  appointment,  and  have  been  engaged  every  day, 
and  all  the  time  since,  and  I  have  charged  and  received  compensation 
for  a  greater  portion  of  the  time  since  that  day,  up  to  the  first  day  of 
January,  1839. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  the  exact  amount  of  money  due  to  engineers 
and    others  up  to  this  date,  as  expenses  are  daily    accruing;    but  it   has 


been  my  practice  to  pay  constantly,  as  fast  as  the  expenses  were  incurred; 
and  consequently  the  sums  now  due  must  be  very  small.  Agents,  1  have 
none. 

As  to  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  each  sum  has  been  paid,  and 
the  items  and  articles  for  which  paid,  I  can  only  say  that  the  law  under 
which  I  have  been  acting  provides  that  1  should  procure  proper  vouchers 
for  every  item  of  expenditure,  and  that  those  vouchers  should  be  pre- 
sented to  and  filed  with  the  Fund  Commissioners.  This  has  been  done; 
the  vouchers  have  all  been  examined,  audited,  and  approved  by 
those  Commissioners,  and  filed  there,  and  credited  to  me.  I  have  now 
no  control  over  them,  nor  have  I  by  law  any  access  to  them;  but  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  have.  Those  vouchers  are  placed  in  a  public 
office;  they  give  all  the  information  asked  for;  and  to  them  I  refer  all 
persons  interested,  for  all  further  information  on  that  subject.  Yet,  to 
enable  the  members  of  the  Legislature  to  have  all  the  information  in  my 
power  to  submit,  I  have  procured  an  abstract  of  all  the  vouchers,  which 
shows  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  money  has  been  paid  and  the  gen- 
eral object  of  the  payment.  1  have  not  entered  or  otherwise  purchased 
any  Jan  d  for  the  State,  except  a  lot  in  Jacksonville,  for  a  depot;  which  wa3 
valued  by  disinterested  men;  and  I  paid  Joseph  Duncan,  Esq.,  one  thou- 
sand dollars  therefor.  One  office  has  been  built  at  Jacksonville;  depots 
and  other  necessary  buildings  are  in  progress  at  Meredosia,  Jack- 
sonville, and  at  a  point  halfway  between  Jacksonville  and  the  river- 
The  sums  paid  for  all  and  each  of  those  buildings  will  fully  appear  by. 
reference  to  the  said  abstract,  and  the  vouchers  on  file  in  the  Fund 
Commissioners'  office,  and  by  the  estimate  of  the  engineers  made  thereon, 
also  on  file  in  the  proper  office. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  about  what  items  are  included  under  the 
head  of  contingent  expenses,  I  can  only  say  that  I  have  no  such  items 
of  expenses;  and  that  by  reference  to  the  papers  on  file  in  the  proper 
office,  it  will  'fully  appear  for  what  every  dollar  in  money  disbursed  by 
me   has  been  paid. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry,  "whether  any  one  in  the  employ  of  the 
State  have  become  contractors,"  I  will  barely  remark  that  it  is  not  pre- 
cisely understood  what  is  intended  to  be  asked;  but  if  the  inquiry  is 
intended  to  be  made,  whether  any  Commissioner  or  engineer  has 
taken  a  contract,  while  in  the  employ  of  the  State,  I  can  only  answer, 
I  know  of  no  such  case. 

I  find  an  inquiry,  "whether  any  Commissioner  or  engineer  has  pur- 
chased land  or  town  property  within  five  miles  of  any  railroad,  while  in 
the  pay  of  the  State."  This  appears  to  be  an  imputation  against  the 
honesty  and  integrity  of  the  Commissioner  and  engineers  engaged  in  the 
location  of  the  several  roads,  and  a  charge  of  having  violated  the  47th 
section  of  the  Internal  Improvement  law;  for  which  violation  heavy  pen- 
alties are  inflicted.  I  have  no  objection  to  answer  this  or  any  other 
question  that  may  be  asked;  and  in  answer  to  this,  I  can  state  that  I 
know  of  no  case,  in  my  circuit,  where  the  provisions  of  that  law  have 
been  violated,  either  by  the  Commissioner  or  engineers.  I  have  had  no 
scrip,  nor  purchased  any  land,  except  as  aforesaid. 

In  relation  to  the  inquiry  with  respect  to  the  right  of  way,  the  law 
requires  that  all  title  papers,  and  all  evidences  of  title  to  land,  shall  be 


filed  in  the  Auditor's  office;  after  which  the  Commissioner  has  no  con- 
trol over  them;  and  in  every  instance  where  I  have  procured  the  right 
of  way,  evidence  thereof  has  been  filed  in  said  office;  to  which  I  refer 
for  all  the  necessary  information.  This  evidence  will  show  the  descrip- 
tion and  quantity  of  land  released,  and  the  full  amount  paid  in  each  case. 

As  to  the  number  of  cases  now  pending  in  the  different  courts,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  right  of  way>  as  the  law  does  not  require  that  I  should  be  noti- 
fied of  appeals  by  the  owners  of  the  land,  and  as  I  have  no  list  of  cases 
here,  it  is  not  in  my  power  fully  to  answer  this  inquiry;  but  by 
going  to  the  different  county  seats,  1  can  procure  the  necessary  informa- 
tion; from  my  present  recollection,  however,  there  cannot  be  more  than 
six  cases  now  pending. 

As  to  the  question,  "whether  I  have  paid  money  to  the  members  of 
the  Legislature,"  I  will  barely  remark  that  the  abstract  submitted  shows 
to  whom  the  money  has  been  paid;  and  hence  the  means  are  furnished 
the  House  whereby  they  may  determine  this  question;  but,  so  far  as  I  am 
informed  at  present,  I  have  not  paid  to  any  person  any  money  for  any 
kind  of  service,  since  the  election  of  the  members  of  the  present  General 
Assembly,  except  to  Mr.  Hardin  for  -the  right  of  way,  as  stated  in  my 
report;  a  copy  of  which  is  transmitted  to  the  General  Assembly. 

I  have  thus  answered  all  in  my  power  that  by  those  resolutions  I  am 
requested  to  answer  at  present;  yet,  if  any  thing  remains  unanswered,  I 
am  ready  to  supply  the  same,  if  possible. 

Copy  of  communication  from  James  M.  Bucklin,  in  relation  to  Engineers. 


Engineers  and  other  persons  in  the  service  of  the   State  in  the 
Western    District. 


Wm.  Pollock,  senior  assistant  engineer  - 

W.  S.  Wilkinson,  junior  assistant  engineer        - 

E.   Mtodrianowski,  do.        - 

John  E.  Killaly,  do. 

W.  W'atson,  do.        - 

John  Von  Horn,  do.         - 

Wm.  G.  Murray,  do. 

Francis  McConnel,  do.        - 

Napoleon  Kosciatowski,  do.         - 

Tonis  Bristol,  do.         - 

Benjamin    O'Rear,  leveller  and  rodman  - 

John  E.  Tolfen,  chainman  and  inspector  of  timber  for  super- 
structure        --._.'-- 

Patrick   O'Brien,  axeman  - 

Martin  S.  Wilkinson,  rodman      .-'--- 

Joab  Wilkinson,  axeman  - 

Wm.  Wier,  rodman  -  - 

J.  Chapman,  chainman     -  -  .-  -  -     ■ 

Thomas  Pollock,  axeman  - 

John  Dunn,  rodman  -._--- 

S.  Bennett,  axeman  -...-- 

W.  Craighead,  rodman  --.--- 
Pekin  and  Bloomington  branch. 

George  McLeod,  junior  assistant  engineer        - 

Jesse  A.  Nason,    rodman  - 

James  M.  Bucklin,  as  principal  engineer  of  the  Western  Dis- 
trict, receives  a  salary  of       - 


Compensation. 


$2,000  per  annum. 

2  50  per  day  and  found. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
45  per  month  and  found 


-  50  per  day  and  found. 
30  per  month  and  found . 

3,000 


MURRAY  McCONNEL, 
Commissioner  Board  Pablic  Works. 


ABSTRACTS  of  vouchers  returned  by  Murray  MConnel,  Commissioner  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works. 


Date. 

Names  of  persons  to  whom  and  for  what  paid. 

Vouch- 
ers. 

Amount. 

1837. 

No.  1. — Abstract  of  vouchers  for  Mai/,  1837. 
To  cash  paid — 

May        8 

8 

B.  Warren,  for  1  wagon  and  2  horses 

1 

$250  00 

M.  A.  Chinn,  for  expenses  of  hands 

2 

100  00 

8 

William  Miller,  for  horse,  boarding  hands  and  horses 

3 

72  00 

8 

J.  M'Calestin,  for  flour  and  candles  for  camp 

4 

11  75 

8 

Wm.  Finch,  for  boarding  Cutler,  rodman 

5 

3  00 

16 

E.  S.  Litton,  for  S.  B.  Morgan,  for  hire  and  keeping 

horse              ..---- 

6 

8  25 

18 

B.  F.  Weeks,  for  expenses  of  himself  and  hands 

7 

2  25 

23 

O.  S   Wood,  for  State  map  for  office 

8 

4  00 

27 

J.  M.  Bucklin,  chief  engineer,  towards  salary 

9 

323  65 

31 

J.  Ballard,  for  provisions  for  hands   -            -            - 

10 

25  00 

31 

Charles  Pollock,  engineer       -            -            -            - 

11 

10  00 

31 

Commissioner,  as  per  bill  rendered     - 

No.  2. — Abstract  of  vouchers  for  June,  1837. 

12 

563  10 

$1,373  00 

To  cash  paid — 
Milton  M'Connel,  for  horse    -            -            -            - 

June        8 

1 

2?5  oa 

9 

M'Farland  &  Galbrith,  for  sundries,  per  bill 

2 

10  12 

10 

John  Hedenberg,  as  per  voucher  (service)     - 

3 

21  38 

10 

G.  S.  Crook,        -            -                     'c 

4 

16  13 

10 

Thomas  Collins,  for  service     -            -            -             - 

5 

21  38 

10 

Freeman  Leech,            " 

6 

16  00 

10 

S.  B.  Morgan,  keeping  horse               - 

7 

8  00 

10 

E.  H.  James,  bagging               - 
Palmer,  Rice  &  Milner,  supplies        - 

8 

37  10 

10 

9 

17  13 

10 

James  Love,  services               - 

10 

18  *>6 

10 

B.  F.  Oscar,         " 

11 

21  38 

10 

Wm.  Miller,        " 

12 

21  38 

10 

Newton  Cloud,  ------ 

13 

20  00 

10 

M.  A.  Chinn,  camp  supplies                - 

14 

26  50 

13 

Wm.  Williams,  for  services     - 

16 

14  68| 

13 

Wm.  Williams,           " 

17 

12  62 

21 

John  P.  True,              " 

20 

20  00 

21 

Martin  Masters,          " 

21 

20  00 

22 

J.  S.  Anderson,  table,  &c.      - 

22 

5  25 

24 

Michael  Lin,  withdrawn,  per  voucher 

25 

50 

29 

Coffman  &  Henderson,  bacon             ... 

30 

13  63 

27 

Brooks,  Curran  &  Day,  printing  advertisements 

31 

18  00 

27 

T.  S.  Barton,  sundry  articles               - 

32 

10  50 

29 

Alfred  Moore,  axeman            - 

33 

10  00 

29 

Freeman  Leech,    " 

34 

8  00 

29 

B.  F.  Weeks,  service  in  engineering  party      - 

35 

19  37 

29 

Wm.  Hobbs,  assistant  cook                 ... 

36 

8  00 

29 

Charles  Horden,  assistant  leveller      - 

37 

10  10 

29 

Thomas  Collins,  chainman     -             -            -            - 

38 

10  10 

29 

James  Dickens,  axeman          - 

39 

12  80 

29 

J.  B.  Thomas,  compass  man  and  leveller 

40 

13G  00 

29 

William  Miller,  chainman       .... 

41 

10  10 

29 

Robert  H.  Shinaer,  compass  man       ... 

42 

10  10 

30 

James  Love,  for  services         - 

43 

5  00 

30 

Cole  &  Miller,  chains              .... 

'   44 

8  50 

30 

Palmer,  Rice  &  Milner,  coffee,  sugar,  and  tea, 

45 

10  06 

30 

Same,                         do                 do     - 

46 

2  74 

30 

E.  H.  James,  soap,  candles,  &c.         - 

47 

1  48 

30 

Same,        butter,  eggs,  &c.              - 

48 

65 

30 

J.  M.  Bucklin,  engineer          .... 

49 

40  00 

$747  85 

ABSTRACTS— Continued. 


Date. 

Names  of  persons  to  whom  and  for  what  paid. 

Vouch- 
ers. 

Amount. 

1837. 

No.  3. — Abstract  of  vouchers  for  July,  1837. 

To  cash  paid — 
Newton  Cloud,  salary  as  clerk           - 

July        1 

1 

$50  00 
10  00 

1 

A.  W.  Cutter,  rodman             - 

2 

1 

Thomas  Beachman,  cook        .... 

3 

10  00 

1 

J.  G.  Israel,  flour,        - 

4 

3  00 

1 

Robert  Gaddis,  chainman       - 

5 

20  00 

1 

Thomas  Collins,  buffalo  robes             - 

6 

5  00 

1 

Samuel  Giltner,  bacon             .... 

7 

10  87 

1 

Jeremiah  Ballard,  expenses  of  engineering  party 

8 

31  65 

1 

Jeremiah  Ballard,  wagon  and  team  hire 

9 

100  00 

1 

Frederick  Hauze,  leveller        - 

10 

20  00 

4 

Charnock  Eades,  painting  rods,  targets,  &c. 

11 

3  50 

5 

Palmer,  Rice  and  Milner,  cheese        - 

11 

50 

15 

Bazanth,  for  corn  and  milk     - 

13 

50 

15 

J.  V.  Handenberg,  blank  books          - 

14 

2  50 

15 

J.  &  G.  A.  Dunlap,  flour        - 

15 

16  00 

15 

Chinn  &,  Love,  camp  supplies             ... 

16 

28  30 

15 

M.  A.  Chinn,  salary    ----- 

17 

115  59 

15 

Thomas  Beacham,  level  bearer           ... 

18 

5  124 

15 

J.  M.  Bucklin,  chief  engineer             -           - 

19 

144  50 

6 

E.  H.  James  &.  Co.,  vinegar  and  cheese 

20 

-  50 

6 

M.  A  Chinn,  engineer,  salary              ... 

21 

100  00 

8 

Berry  &  Watson,  cheese          - 

E.  T.  Miller,  camp  poles,  tents,  &c. 

22 

1  124 

8 

23 

11  00 

12 

Thomas  Jones,  camp  supplies            - 

24 

10  00 

13 

William  Pollock,  salary          - 

25 

50  00 

13 

James  G.  Edwards,  printing                 - 

26 

24  50 

13 

John  Woods,  leveller                - 

27 

136  00 

13 

E.  R.  Metcalf,  camp  furniture              - 
Zadock  Titus,  chainman        - 

28 

6  00 

13 

29 

4  00 

13 

Robert  Gaddis,  chainman        - 

30 

11  75 

15 

M.  A.  Chinn,  for  services        - 

31 

10  00 

15 

M.  A.  Chinn,  prin.  engineer,  salary 

32 

317  93 

15 

M.  A.  Chinn,  supplies              .... 

33 

23  624 

17 

H.  N.  &  A.  B.  Murray,  sugar             - 

34 

50 

19 

Brooks,  Curran  &  Day,  printing        - 

35 

18  00 

20 

E.  P.  Kellog,  bread      -            - 

36 

1  00 

21 

M.  C.  Gasher,  office  furniture,  &c.     - 

37 

18  75 

24 

Thomas  Beachum,  labor         -            -            - 

38 

33  374 

25 

E.  Link,  butter  milk                 - 

39 

5  88 

25 

William  Curtis,  cook               - 

40 

13  34 

26 

J.  M.  Bucklin,  for  expenses                - 

41 

10  00 

28 

George  Holton,  stationery      - 

42 

1  88 

31 

William  Pollock,  saddles,  bridles,  &c. 

No.  4. — Abstract  of  vouchers  for  August,  1837. 

43 

133  874 

$1,520  52 

To  cash  paid — 

August    1 

F.  Hawn,  assistant  engineer                - 

1 

$10  50 

I 

J.  M.  Bucklin,  Engineer,  for  expenses, 

2 

200  00 

3 

Jos.  Bogarth,  provisions,  &c.              - 

3 

13  64 

10 

Colins,  Gilberth  &  Co.,  do.                 - 

4 

34  58 

10 

William  G.  Scott,  board,  &c.               - 

5 

12  574 

14 

John  Wood,  assistant  engineer           - 

6 

90  00 

15 

Rea,  Milner  &  Palmer,  stationery      - 

7 

9  124 

16 

Josiah  Muller,  blankets,  &c.               ... 

8 

30  96 

16 

P.  M.  Lewis,  lumber                 - 

9 

5  22 

16 

Orlando  Kellogg,  provisions   -            -            -            - 

10 

30  55 

17 

David  Vongandy,  damage  on  corn    - 

11 

7  50 

ABSTRACTS— Continued. 


Dat£ 

Names  of  persons  to  whom  and  for  what  paid. 

Vouch- 
ers. 

Amount. 

1837. 

No.  4 — Continued. 

To  cash  paid — 
William  Bozwell,  services  engineering 

August  17 

12 

$13  00 

17 

William  Brown,  for  wagon           - 

13 

93  00 

17 

John  Wood,  assistant  engineer 

15 

48  00 

17 

Lyman  Young,  cook     -                -                -                - 

16 

16  75 

17 

B.  F.  Oscar,  vaneman                   ... 

17 

44  68| 

17 

Edward  Mtodrianowski,  assistant  engineer 

18 

246  00 

17 

William  Pollock,  senior  assistant  engineer 

19 

454  84 

17 

William  Pollock,  board,  &c.  at  Scott's 

20 

44  374 

17 

James  Love,  expenses  engineering 

21 

61  70 

17 

C.  Collins,  for  horse      -                -                -                - 

22 

45  00 

18 

J.  M.  Hill,  making  wagon  bows                  r 

23 

4  00 

18 

A.  W.  Cutter,  rodman                  ... 

24 

59  33 

18 

A.  Moore,  services        -                 -                -                - 

25 

30  62* 

18 

J.  B.  Thomas,  assistant  engineer 

26 

150  00 

18 

J.  W.  Hadenburg,  services           - 

27 

46  66 

18 

F.  Hawn,  assistaut  engineer        - 

28 

63  00 

18 

F.  Hawn,  assistant  engineer         -                -            i    - 

29 

204  00 

18 

Charles  Hardin,  services               - 

30 

19  34 

18 

Charles  Hardin,  services               ... 

31 

14  00 

18 

W.  Wilkinson,  assistant  engineer 

32 

267  00 

18 

George  W.  Maxefield,  harness 

33 

25  00 

18 

John  Dunn,  services     -                -                -                - 

34 

54  00 

18 

R.  Perry,  sendees         - 

35 

26  624 

19 

William  Pollock,  for  expenses 

36 

250  00 

19 

John  Wood,  assistant  engineer 

37 

12  00 

19 

Brooks,  Curran  &  Day,  printing 

38 

20  00 

19 

William  Miller,  boarding              - 

39 

30  85 

21 

J.  M.  Bucklin,  salary                   - 

40 

192  00 

21 

J.  H.  Finch,  keeping  horses         ... 

41 

34  66 

21 

Berry  &  Watson,  bacon               - 

42 

11  624 

23 

Coffman  &  Henderson,  blankets 

43 

28  124 

23 

Frederick  Hawn,  expenses          -               -                . 

44 

200  00 

25 

Newton  Forsyth,  two  black  horses 

45 

250  00 

27 

F.  Haskell  &  Sons,  sugar,  coffee,  &c. 

46 

16  00 

27 

P.  Coffman  &  Co..  bacon             - 

47 

11  81 

31 

N.  Cloud,  clerk             - 

48 

165  12 

31 

J.  G.  Israel,  flour          - 

49 

6  00 

31 

Gilham  &  Co.,  hand  axe              - 

.    50 

1  624 

31 

William  C.  Scott,  boarding          ... 

51 

43  14 

30 

Collins  &  Lodwick,  provisions 

No.  5. — Abstract  of  vouchers  for  September,  1837. 

52 

12  43 

$3,760  97 

To  cash  paid — 

Sept'r      2 

James  Murray,  for  labor                                 - 

1 

$20  00 

3 

James  Johnson,  bread  and  crackers 

2 

7  00 

4 

William  Patterson,  painting  target,  &c.     - 

4 

,       4  75 

4 

Post  office  at  Jacksonville,  for  letters 

3 

4  65 

i 

George  Henry,  as  per  estimate 

5 

322  874 

10 

Brooks,  Curran  &  Day,  printing 

6 

20  00 

11 

Gillet  &  Scott,  camp  materials    - 

7 

26  23f 

13 

Collins  &  Lodwick,      do 

8 

22  25 

13 

John  Von  Horn,  materials  for  office 

9 

20  00 

13 

Lyman  Young,  labor                 .     - 

10 

20  00 

17 

James  Mowrill,  camp  materials 

11 

4  00 

21 

J.  S.  Anderson,  repairing  compass  case 

12 

5  50 

22 

T.  S.  Barton,  smith  work             ... 

13 

15  374 

23 

James  Agg,  services     - 

14 

20  00 

10 
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Date. 


1837. 


Sept'r 


Names  of  persons  to  whom  and  for  what  paid. 


No.  5 — Continued. 

To  cash  paid — 
James  Love,  wagoner 
Alfred  Moore,  services 
Cordon  &  Atlerburg,  expenses 
A.  L.  Casey,  cook 
Arvill  Burhnell,  labor 
Salary  of  Commissioner 
M.  M'Connel,  for  expenses 
J.  S.  Anderson,  repairing  instruments 


No.  6. — Abstract  of  vouchers  for  October,  1837. 

To  cash  paid — 
J.  W.  Finch,  keeping  horse 
J.  M.  Bucklin,  engineer,  salary 
J.  M'Knight,  taking  care  of  horses 
Peter  Turner,  labor 
Mary  Ann  Murphy,  making  tents 
William  Killam,  services 
David  Vongundy,  boarding 
James  Love,  services 

John  Von  Horn,  as  engineer,  and  expenses 
William  Corden,  services 
Josiah  Atlebury,  services 
William  Pollock,  expenses 
John  Wood,  assistant  engineer 
January  &  Co.,  contractors,  per  estimate 
Robert  S.  Pollock,  rodman 
Von  Horn,  expenses 
Hessin  &  Sawyer,  printing 
Lewis  Atlebury,  service 
John  Henry,  timber,  &c.  for  office, 
T.  T.  January,  lumber 
Prosser  &  Simms,  stationery 
J.  W.  Hadenburg,  services 
S.  A.  Douglass,  printing 
George  M.  Richards,  lumber 
Gibby  Coster,  services 
William  Walters,  printing 
John  Khin,  services 
G.  W.  Pate,  services 
Brooks,  Curran  &  Day,  printing 
John  Wood,jui  * 
James  H.  Price,  services 
Charles  Hardin,  services 


Vouch- 
ers 


,  junior  assistant  engineer 


No.  7. — Abstract  of  vouchers  for  November,  183' 

To  cash  paid — 
Edward  Mtodrianowski,  assistant  engineer 
James  Wean,  services 
Frederick  Hawn,  expenses 
W.  Williams,  assistant  engineer 
Charles  Hardin,  assistant  engineer 
Thomas  Pollock,  services 
J.  Wentworth,  printing 
William  Ware,  services 
George  Henry,  towards  office 


10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
IS 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
36 
31 
32 


16  50 

23  00 

5  314 

465  28 

142  564 

11  00 

40  00 

17  25 

91  80 

18  00 

31  50 

12  09 

17  60 

47  00 

40  00 

63  00 

145  00 

#7,788  44 

$182  50 

25  19 

100  00 

182  50 

40  00 

41  80 

7  00 

11 
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Date. 

Names  of  persons  to  whom  and  for  what  paid. 

Vouch- 
ers. 

Amount. 

1837. 

No.  7 — Continued. 
To  cash  paid — 

Nov'r      4 

F.  Hawn,  salary            - 

10 

$100  00 

6 

Barker  &  Vanzant,  printing        - 

12 

23  75 

6 

George  Henry,  on  contract          - 

11 

185  00 

12 

B.  F.  Oscar,  services  and  expenses 

13 

103  81 

12 

January  &  Co.,  lumber  and  shingles 

14 

237  28 

15 

William  Pollock,  surveying  instruments     - 

15 

200  00 

15 

William  Pollock,  assistant  engineer 

16 

739  80 

15 

James  Love,  board  and  washing 

17 

14  624 

15 

George  Henry,  work  in  office       - 

18 

800  00 

15 

January,  Dunlap  &  Co.,  contractors 

19 

5,597  84 

15 

James  M'Farland,  stoves  for  office 

20 

48  00 

15 

J.  M.  Bucklin,  salary,  &c.            - 

21 

765  874 

15 

J.  W.  Ormsby  &  Co-,  freight  and  charges  on  lumber 

for  office                       - 

22 

147  624 

16 

Newton  Cloud,  for  services,  &c. 

23 

336  204 

16 

Frederick  Hawn,  assistant  engineer 

24 

459  06i 

21 

John  Wentworth,  printing           - 

25 

6  00 

23 

M'Connell,  Ormsby  &  Co.,  shingles,  glass,  &c.  for  office 

26 

244  66 

23 

J.  A.  Foushee,  assessor  of  damages 

27 

13  50 

24 

Hust  &  Gass,  levelling  rod           - 
Corbin  &  Watson,  printing          - 

28 

2  50 

25 

29 

18  00 

25 

James  S.  Anderson,  book  case,  &c. 

30 

10  25 

27 

Thomas  J.  Locket,  services         - 

31 

33  20 

27 

Joseph  Henry,  boarding  hand 

32 

17  50 

27 

George  Henry,  work  and  materials  for  office 

33 

355  13 

28 

A.  W.  Cutler,  draftsman               ... 

34 

89  33 

28 

George  Henry,  pine  lumber,  freight,  &c. 

35 

169  124 

28 

Gershom  Keyes,  sundries  for  camp 
William  B.  Warren,  sugar           - 

36 

27  75 

28 

37 

5  00 

28 

Robert  Deaton,  moving  fence 

38 

19  00 

29 

M.  Leslie,  for  labor                        ... 

39 

15  00 

29 

E.  A.  Mears,  ass-essor                   - 

No.  8. — Abstract  of  vouchers  for  December,  1837 

40 

19  50 

$11,462  04 

To  cash  paid — 

Decem'r  1 

January,  Dunlap  &  Co.,  contractors 
J.  W.  Evans,  assessor 

1 

$5,270  00 

6 

2 

6  00 

25 

M'Connel,  Ormsby  &  Co.,  candles 

3 

15  37 

25 

M'Ginis,  moving  fence                  - 

4 

9  00 

26 

James  Maxefield,  fencing  State  lots 

5 

72  00 

29 

William  C.  French,  assessor        -■■-,.- 

6 

6  00 

29 

Joseph  Duncan,  land                    ... 

7 

1,000  00 

29 

J.  W.  Finch,  boarding,  &c.        - 

No.  9. — Abstract  of  vouchers  for  January,  1838. 

8 

57  874 

$6,324  24 

1838. 

To  cash  paid — 

January  1 

January,  Dunlap  &,  Co.,  contractors 

1 

$3,861  69 

1 

John  Dunn,  chainman                  - 

'     2 

117  53 

1 

John  W.  Handenburg,  services 

3 

97  34 

1 

Edward  Markham,  moving  fence 

4 

16  00 

4 

S.  S.  Brooks,  printing                   ... 

5 

71  25 

4 

M.  M'Connel,  commissioner's  salary 

6 

460  00 

10 

J.  M.  Bucklin,  for  a  press            - 

7 

12  00 

10 

T.  S.  Barton,  blacksmith  work 

8 

8  19 

10 

M.  C.  Gasha,  tent  poles,  &c.       - 

9 

3  00 

12 
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Date. 


Names  of  persons  to  whom  and  for  what  paid. 


No.  9— Continued. 

To  cash  paid — 
D.  B.  Ayers,  stationery 
Thomas  J.  Locket,  axeman 
Harrison  &  Flatferd,  for  office 
John  Lawson,  assessor 
Cole  &  Miller,  office  furniture 
Harrison  &  Flatferd,  for  office 
John  Von  Horn,  junior  assistant  engineer 
John  Von  Horn,  for  use  of  office 
W.  S.  Wilkinson,  junior  assistant  engineer 
Wm.  Pollock,  stationery,  board,  &,c. 
Edward  Mtodrianowski,  junior  assistant  engineer 
John  Green,  keeping  horse 
January  &  Dunlap,  keeping  horses 
J.  W.  Hadenburg,  services 
J.  M.  Bucklin,  fuel 
A.  F.  &,  C.  Wilson,  smith  work 
J.  M.  Bucklin,  salary,  &c. 

No.  10. — Abstract  of  vouchers  from  loth  of  January. 

To  cash  paid — 
John  Anders,  moving  fence 
John  Lazerby,  do. 

M.  M.  S.  Reed,  stationery 
Newton  Cloud,  clerk 
David  Vongandy,  boarding 
M.  C.  Van  Pelt,  laths  for  office 
William  Pollock,  expenditures 
Isaac  Chandler,  gate  for  stable 

F.  Hawn,  salary  - 
Rising  Dewey,  damage  on  wheat 

G.  W.  Maxefield,  assessor 
Cor.  Ludlaum,  do. 
Wm.  Buckingham      do. 
January  &  Dunlap,  contractors 
January  &  Dunlap,         do.  - 
George  H.  Brocken,  repairing  wagon 
Calhoun,  Early  &  Co.,  contractors 

Same,  do. 


No.  11.— Abstract  of  touchers  for  February,  1838. 

To  cash  paid — 
James  M'Farland,  stove  and  pipes 
James  Johnson,  for  boarding 
Frederick  Hawn,  assistant  engineer 
John  Dunn,  services  as  a  hand 
James  Post,  keeping  horses 
John  Von  Horn,  assistant  engineer 
J.  M.  Bucklin,  fuel 

Same  engineer,  salary 

January  &  Dunlap,  contractors 

Same,  " 

Frederick  Hawn,  for  boarding  hands 
Calhoun,  Early  &  Co.,  contractors, 
Same,  " 


Vouch- 
ers. 


O  OU 

3  00 

25  00 

64  12i 

222  50 

35  87 

190  00 

52  76 

190  00 

3  00 

16  00 

16  00 

12  00 

7  50 

1,240  23 

6,637  95 

8  00 

22  00 

7  18| 

60  00 

61  56 

4  00 

40  00 

3  50 
so  no 

3 

216  60 

4 

20  00 

5 

260  46 

6 

42  00 

7 

18  00 

8 

49  24 

9 

897  80 

10 

839  80 

11 

25  00 

12 

805  00 

13 

451  03 

$3,676  14 

13 
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Date. 

Names  of  persons  to  whom  and  for  what  paid. 

Vouch- 
ers. 

Amount. 

1638. 

No.  12.— Abstract  of  vouchers  for  March,  1838. 

To  cash  paid — 
George  Henry,  for  getting  right  of  way 

March    9 

1 

$16  50 

12 

James  Johnson,  a  hand,  wages  and  boarding 

2 

28  25 

31 

E.  D  Brown,  fair  repairing  instruments 

3 

8  50 

31 

J.  M.  Bucklin,  salary  as  engineer 

4 

700  76 

31 

Wm.  Pollock,         do              "                       - 

5 

493  20 

31 

Wm.  Hobbs,  a  hand  in  Jacksonville  survey 

6 

6  00 

31 

Isham  Taylor,  a  hand  in  same  survey 

7 

2  31 

31 

Frederick  Hawn,  salary  as  engineer 
John  Dunn,  services  as  a  band  in  locating 

8 

493  20 

32 

9 

79  00 

31 

Same.        money  expended  for  the  State 

10 

8  20 

31 

Edward  Mtodrianowski,  as  engineer 

11 

187  50 

31 

E.  Shotwell,  salary  as  engineer 

12 

30  00 

31 

T.  S.  Williams,                do. 

13 

125  00 

31 

John  Von  Horn,             do. 

14 

187  50 

31 

Newton  Cloud,  salary  as  agent  and  clerk 

15 

220  00 

31 

W.  S.  Wilkinson,  salary  as  engineer 

16 

187  50 

31 

James  M.  Anderson,  bill  rendered  and  receipt 

17 

37  25 

31 

Isham  Taylor,  a  hand  in  Jacksonville  survey 

18 

5  00 

31 

Wm.  Hobbs,  a  hand  in  same  service 

19 

3  81 

31 

January,  Dunlap  &.  Co.,  contractors 

20 

5,609  20 

31 

M.  M'Connel,  salary  as  commissioner        - 

21 

450  00 

31 

Samuel  S.  Brooks,  for  services  as  agent 

22 

20  00 

31 

James  Johnson,  a  hand,  for  wages  and  boarding 

23 

29  00 

31 

James  Johnson,  jr.  for  horse-keeping  for  State 

24 

84  00 

31 

Reed  &  Radford,  contractors,  for  grading 

25 

2,195  23 

31 

Same                        "             timber  furnished 

26 

1,570  29 

31 

John  S.  Killaly,  salary  as  engineer 

27 

127  5U 

31 

Frederick  Hawn,  for  horses  sold  the  State  ' 

28 

300  00 

31 

J.  M.  Bucklin,  for  wood  furnished  office 

29 

12  00 

31 

January  &  Dunlap,  contractors,  for  grading  and 

timber                         .... 

30 

2,691  10 

31 

J.  S.  Killaly,  for  boarding  and  wages  of  hands 

and  stage  fare          .... 

31 

46  62 

31 

G.  W.  Spotswood,  boarding  engineers  and  hands 

32 

64  0ft 

31 

W.  Randal],  boarding  engineers  and  hands 

33 

75  00 

$16,093  42 

No.  13.— Abstract  of  vouchers  for  April,  1838. 

— "    '  ■ 

To  cash  paid — 

April. 

James  Johnson,  for  keeping  horses,  and  wood  for 

office                          - 

1 

$36  00 

Theodore  Barton,  for  blacksmith  work 

2 

34  62 

J.  W.  Handenburg,  rodman 

3 

73  33 

J.  W.  Handenburg,  as  engineer  and  for  money 

4 

88  25 

expended                   - 

Samuel  C.  Black,  for  stage  fare  from  Springfield 

5 

3  00 

to  Jacksoville           - 

Becj.  Boberts,  for  incidental  expenses  in  camp 

7 

200  00 

engineering               - 
B.  Roberts,  for  stage  from  Vandalia  to  Springfield     - 

6 

6  00 

F.  Hawn,  expense?  on  Alton  &  Shelbyvillc  railroad 

8 

200  00 

Thos.  A.  Samuels,  a  hand,  amount  for  boarding 

9 

3  00 

J.  G.  &,  G.  A.  Dunlap,  blankets  for  hands 

10 

108  00 

George  W.  Hanley,  for  painting  targets  and  rods 
Charnock  Eades,  to  painting  three  target  rods 

11 

6  25 

12 

1  50 

George  Henry,  for  makine,  hanging,  and  painting 

window  shutters  for  office      - 

13 

237  18 

E.  M.  Adams,  repairing  2  stage  wagons,  (new  beds)  - 

14 

26  75 

14 
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Names  of  persons  to  whom  and  for  what  paid. 


No.  13 — Continued. 

To  cash  paid — 

E.  H.  Fitch,  for  tavern  expenses  at  tavern  letting     - 
N.  Wade,  for  tavern  expenses  at  the  Quincy  do. 
Davenport  &  Henderson,  moving  fence   out   of 

Northern  Cross  road  - 

James  Harkness,  for  tent  linen  and  target  rods 
Jas.  Love,  a  hand  upon  the  Northern  Cross  railroad 
Ira  Davenport,  for  a  horse  for  use  of  engineer 
Jas.  Litton,  boarding  hands  for  engineer  services 
Henry  Eddy,  for  boarding  engineering  hands 
M.  L.  Glenn,  for  printing  blank  receipts    - 
January  &  Dunlap,  work  done  on  the  N.  C.  railroad  - 
Reed  &  Radford,      do.        "         "  do. 

John  S.  Killaly,  for  expenses  on  do. 

Reed  &  Radford,  for  work  done  on         do. 
January  &  Dunlap,         do.  do. 

S.  S.  Brooks,  services  as  ag't  to  procure  right  of  way  - 
John  Von  Horn,  for  a  goneometer  sold,  as  per  Mr. 

Bucklin,  - 

S.  S.  Brooks,  for  horse  hire  for  State  serviee 
James  Johnson,  wages  as  a  hand  and  for  board 

No.  14.— Abstract  of  vouchers  for  May,  1838. 

To  cash  paid — 

Joseph  Heslop,  stage  fare  of  two  to  Springfield 
Wharton   Randal,  stage  fare  from  Springfield  to 

Vandalia  and  to  Jacksonville 
Jas.  C.  Anderson,  for  work,  as  per  voucher 
Charles  Collins,  for  wagon  and  harness 
William  Chapman,  for  work  done 
Simpson  Haynes,  do. 

James  M.  Price,  for  services  as  rodman     - 
Nathan  Hatfield,  for  boarding  hands 
Andrew  M'Kay,  for  work  done 

F.  Hawn,  for  expenses  on  the  Alton  and  Shelby  - 
ville  railroad  - 

E.  R.  Metcalf,  services  in  taking  righ  of  way 
Freeman  Leach,  for  services  of  son  one  month 
Lawrence  Von  Hagerman,  for  month's  service 
Lemuel  Hawley,  for  horse,  wagon  and  harness 
J.  M.  Bucklin,  expenses  of  engineering  corps 
W.  C.  Scott,  for  boarding  hands  14  weeks 
John  A.  Foushee,  for  wagon  and  harness 

Same,  for  postage,  &c. 

Collins  &  Lodvvike,  for  bill  of  sundries     - 
Loring  Moore,  for  work  done      ... 
James  H.  Finch,  for  boarding  engineers    - 
Margaret  Keslock,  for  moving  fence 
James  H.  Finch,  for  boarding  hands,  &c. 
Isham  Taylor,  for  services  - 

Granville  Ratliff,  for  services      - 
Mather  Waddle,  damage  done  his  field 
W.  Pollock,  for  expenses  of  engineerimg  corps 
F.J.  Williams,  for  do.  do.  " 

M'Connel,  Ormsby  &  Co.,  for  amount  of  bill 
James  Danton,  for  moving  fence 
W.  C.  Scott,  for  boarding  J.  M.  Price,  9  weeks 


Vouch- 
ers. 


15 

$5  00 

16 

6  50 

17 

10  00 

18 

13  00 

19 

15  00 

20 

100  00 

21 

18  75 

22 

4  00 

23 

4  00 

24 

16,038  74 

25 

155  12 

27 

100  00 

2fi 

4,085  84 

29 

6,329  41 

30 

51  23 

31 

200  00 

32 

2  00 

33 

41  00 

$28,203  47 

$6  00 


2 

15  00 

3 

16  75 

4 

150  00 

5 

30  00 

6 

7  00 

8 

46  00 

7 

37  00 

9 

14  00 

10 

200  00 

11 

3  00 

12 

20  00 

13 

20  00 

14 

160  00 

15 

100  00 

16 

56  00 

17 

100  00 

18 

30  22 

19 

33  94 

20 

22  00 

21 

15  50 

22 

12  00 

23 

60  83 

24 

J4  45 

25 

19  45 

26 

20  00 

27 

200  00 

28 

200  00 

59 

2,816  97 

30 

12  00 

31 

36  00 

15 


ABSTRACTS— Continued . 


Date. 

Names  of  persons  to  whom  and  for  what  paid. 

Vouch- 
ers. 

Amount. 

1838. 

No.  14 — Continued. 
To  cash  paid — 

May      31 

James  Litton,  for  boarding  T.  Pollock,  16  days 

32 

$5  75 

31 

Samuel  S.  Brooks,  for  services  as  agent,  &c. 

33 

1U7  94 

31 

M.  M'Connel,  for  keeping  State  horses 

34 

59  00 

31 

Reed  &  Radford,  work  on  Northern  Cross  railroad   - 

35 

5,113  73 

31 

January  &  Dunlap,        do.                     do. 

36 

37,598  47 

31 

Charles  Oakley,  for  mathematical  instruments 

37 

1,834  25 

$41),  193  25 

No.  15. — Abstract  of  vouchers  for  June,  1838. 

To  cash  paid — 

June 

January  &  Dunlap,  for  freight  on  iron 

1 

$630  35 

Nathan  Hatfield,  for  boarding  hands 

2 

24  25 

R.  D.  Robinson,  expenses  and  services  as  a  hand 

3 

18  00 

James  Dunlap,  freight  on  iron  from  Europe 

4 

890  85 

Reuben  Riggs,  right  of  way,  fence,  &c. 

5 

40  00 

Jas.  H.  Finch,  for  boarding  hands  and  engineers 

6 

56  63 

A.  R.  Parker,  expenses  as  engineer  west  of  Illinois  - 

7 

32  06 

H.  Twichel,  for  work  done  on  the  Pekin  road 

8 

2,746  23 

Jacob  Carral,  a  hand  with  the  engineers    - 

9 

3  37 

J.  M.  Bucklin,  for  engineering  expenses    - 

10 

100  00 

F.  Hawn,  for  expenses  on  the  Alton  road 

11 

18  15 

R.  D.  Robinson,  for  expenses  incurred  on  business 

of  the  State                       -                       -               - 

12 

33  28 

F.  Hawn,  for  travelling  expenses  as  engineer 

13 

52  50 

Same,     expenses  on  Alton  and  Shelby  ville  road    - 

14 

300  00 

E.  Shotwell,  salary  as  junior  assistant  engineer 

15 

227  50 

J.  &  G.  A.  Dunlap,  for  blankets  for  camp 

16 

16  30 

S.  S.  Brooks,  for  service  in  procuring  right  of  way    - 

17 

82  19 

F.  Leech,  for  service  as  a  hand  with  engineers 

18 

23  33 

Theodore  Barton,  for  blacksmithing 

19 

27  75 

G.  Henry,  for  timber,  &c.  for  engineer's  house 

20 

400  00 

J.  M.  Lawrence,  for  keeping  railroad  horses 

21 

40  00 

R.  T.  Robinson,  services  as  a  hand  and  expenses 

22 

17  38 

Thos.  J.  Locket,  for  services  as  a  railroad  hand 

23 

63  33 

J.  Johnson,  wages  as  a  hand,  horse  keeping  and 

board         - 

24 

30  00 

J.  Johnson,  services  as  a  railroad  hand 

25 

31  22 

James  H.  Finch,  for  hands  and  engineers 

26 

59  88 

W.  Pollock,  for  expenses  on  the  Pekin  road 

27 

200  00 

Same,       engineer,  for  salary  to  last  of  June 

28 

498  68 

J.  M.  Lawrence,  work  as  a  hand  and  boarding 

28 

28  00 

James  L.  Lamb,  for  camp  equipage,  as  per  leceipts   - 

29 

82  10 

J.  S.  Killaly,  for  expenses  of  engineering  hands 

30 

50  00 

Same,         for  salary  as  engineer 

31 

165  00 

Same,         for  expenses  of  engineering  party 

32 

50  00 

* 

John  M.  Cabiny,  for  taking  right  of  way 

33 

12  00 

C.  R.  Mathery,  for         "        "            " 

34 

12  00 

John  S.  Killaly,  for  salary  as  engineer 

35 

227  50 

David  Pricket,  for  taking  right  of  way 

36 

12  00 

Thos.  E.  Lee,  for  horse  hire  to  Springfield 

37 

9  50 

Jas.  M.  Price,  for  wages  as  rodman 

38 

47  00 

Patrick  O'Bryan,      do               do                  - 

39 

65  28 

F.  J.  Williams,  salary  as  engineer 

40 

227  50 

J.  S.  Killaly,  for  expenses  of  engineering  party 

41 

50  00 

J.  M.  Bucklin,  salary  as  principal  engineer 

42 

720  00 

March  &  Mathers,  for  the  right  of  way 

43 

315  92 

David  Graff,                       do.            do. 

44 

324  64 

16 
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June. 


No.  15 — Continued. 

To  cash  paid — 
Montgomery  Pituor,  for  the  right  of  way 
Jacob  Redding,  for        do.  do. 

D.  &  B.  Richardson,  for        do.  do. 

Stephen  Green,  for        do.  do. 

John  Green,  for        do.  do. 

WilJiam  Hays,  for        do.  do. 

J.  M.  Bucklin,  for  expenses  of  engineering 
Joseph  Green,  for  the  right  of  way 
Elijah  Bacon,  for       do.  do. 

Cyrus  Kldridge,  services  as  rodman 
M.  M'Connel,  for  services  as  commissioner 
Richard  Dicker,  services  as  a  railroad  hand 
John  Von  Horn,  salary  as  engineer 

Same,  expenses  on  the  line  as  engineer 

James  M'Kinney,  for  the  right  of  way 
S.  S.  Brooks,  for  expenses  taking  right  of  way 
S.  W.  Raymond,  expenses  of  engineering  party 
Henry  Casteen,  for  boarding  hands 
G.  P.  Howell,  for  levelling  instruments  at  Quincy 
A.  W.  Wood,  for  expenses  of  office  at         do. 
A.  Comstock,  for  engineer's  chain  at  do. 

Pay  Roll,  at  Versailles,  for  money  paid  engineer 

and  hands  ... 

Pay  Roll  at  Quincy,  for  money  paid  do.  do. 
A.  R.  Parker,  salary  for  one  month  as  engineer 
T.  Kelly,  for  work  done  on  the  Northern  Cross 

railroad,  at  Quincy 
A.  R.  Parker  for  expenses  on  the  line 
Amasa  I7 .  Parker,  for  a  horse  lor  engineers 


Tv'o.  \b.— Abstract  of  vouchers  for  July,  1838. 

To  cash  paid — 

W.  S.  Wilkinson,  for  expenses  as  engineer 
Edward  Mtodrianowski,  for  salary  as  engineer 
Geo.  P.  Plant,  for  expenses  as  do. 

F.  M'Connel,  wages  as  rodman 
Geo.  P.  Plant,  wages  as  engineer 
William  Hamilton,  services  as  a  hand 
W.  S.  Wilkinson,  salary  as  engineer, 
Fred'k  Hawn,  do.  do. 

F.  J.  Williams,  expenses  as  resident  engineer 
A.  W.  Cutler,  as  Assistant  engineer, 
Freeman  Leach,  service  as  a  hand 


John  M'Elvitt, 

do. 

do. 

L.  V.  Hagerman, 
Thomas  Ross, 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

Thomas  Pollock, 

do. 

do. 

John  Doniken, 

do. 

do. 

James  Dunlap,  expenses  on  railroad  iron 
Wm.  Chapman,  services  as  a  hand 
James  L.  James,  damage  for  right  of  way 
Wm.  C.  Scott,  for  boarding  engineers 
S  S.  Brooks,  expenses  on  the  line 
Orlando  Kellogg,  service  procuring  right  if  m  ay 
Jos.  Coddington,       do.  do.  do. 

Charles  Kinney,        do.  do.  do. 


45 

$311  65 

46 

164  00 

47 

153  33 

48 

637  29 

49 

88  63 

50 

259  27 

51 

100  00 

52 

356  63 

53 

177  00 

54 

55  00 

55 

455  00 

56 

38  66 

57 

227  50 

58 

53  04 

59 

100  00 

60 

10  00 

61 

22  50 

62 

28  00 

63 

136  50 

64 

42  09 

65 

10  00 

66 

273  00 

67 

213  00 

68 

125  00 

69 

3,216  70 

70 

500  90 

71 

90  00 

$16,978  45 

1 

$38  50 

2 

227  20 

3 

22  49 

4 

66  18 

5 

247  50 

6 

57  37 

8 

227  50 

9 

495  76 

10 

63  05 

11 

212  50 

12 

13  33 

13 

25  00 

14 

36  00 

15 

46  66 

16 

46  66 

17 

18  66 

18 

1,580  99 

19 

13  20 

20 

200  00 

21 

22  72 

22 

5  75 

23 

3  00 

24 

3  00 

25 

3  00 

17 
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Names  of  persons  to  whom  and  for  what  paid. 


Amount. 


No.  16 — Continued. 

To  cash  paid — 
M'Connel,  Ormsby  &  Co.  provisions  and  stationery 
Thomas  Taylor,  boarding  engineers,  &c. 
Ezra  M.  Adams,  repairing  wagon 
J.  H.  Killaly,  service  as  engineer 
David  Vongundy,  boarding  hands  and  engineers 
Edw'd  Mtodrianowski,  amount  paid  for  boarding 
John  Nelsh,  for  boarding  a  hand 
John  K.  Rychluke,  service  as  engineer 
Daniel  Graff,  for  boarding  hands 
B.  F.  Oscar,  services  as  rodman 
Twitchel  &  Hunsucker,  for  work  on  Pekin  road 
William  Sellars,  for  do. 

James  S.  Anderson,  case,  &c.  for  office 
J.  W.  Finch,  for  boarding  engineers  and  hands 
Samuel  S.  Brooks,  service  as  agent 
Charles  G.  Scott,  work  done  on  Pekin  road 
Daniel  Barker,  for  services  as  a  hand 
John  M'Lamara,  horse  keeping  and  services 
William  C.  Stephenson,  for  right  of  way 
John  Dunn,  for  service  as  rodman 

Same,  expenses  on  the  route 

John  B.  Watson,  service  as  rodman 
Reed  &  Radford,  contractors 
George  Henry,  for  building  engineer's  house 
William  Elder,  for  services  as  a  hand 
Samuel  Grubb,  work  on  Sangamon  bridge 
Charles  Hardin,  assistant  engineer 
Thomas  Ross,  service  as  a  hand 
E.  H.  &  J.  L.  James,  camp  equipage,  &c. 


Amount  of  money  e 


in  July,  and  not  allowed. 


John  S.  Killaly,  $100.  Fred'k  Hawn,  two  vouchers, 

$300  each 
W.  Pollock,  two  vouchers,  for  $405  53  and  $194  47 

The  foregoing  sums  are  found  in  vouchers  numbered 
7,  33,  34,  47,  and  57,  of  the  return  for  July,  1838. 
The  engineers' vouchers  are  returned  and  all  filed  in 
the  commissioner's  office,  and  amount  to  the  sum  of 
$1,300. 


No.  17. — Abstract  of  vouchers  for  August,  1838 

To  cash  paid — 

Joab  Wilkinson,  wages  as  a  rodman 
Jos.  Heslep,  stage  fare  of  agent  and  engineer 
J.  K.  Rychluke,  engineer,  for  boarding 
R.  S.  Kneeland,  steamboat  fare  for  engineer 
S.  S.  Brooks,  salary  as  ag't  in  procuring  right  of  way 
W.  A.  Mitchell,  wages  as  a  hand 
Thoma3  A.  Samuels,  same  service 
Joseph  Heslep,  boarding  hands  and  engineers 
James  Harkness,  repair  to  office,  and  a  tripod 
James  C.  Riggins,  wages  and  boarding  as  a  hand    - 
John  Gregory,  damage  allowed  him  for  right  of  wuy 
2 


26 

$69  17 

27 

70  50 

28 

4  25 

29 

70  00 

30 

14  50 

31 

52  00 

32 

10  00 

35 

207  50* 

36 

30  00 

37 

94  93 

38 

1,794  35 

39 

1,424  60 

40 

23  75 

41 

59  28 

42 

84  93 

43 

335  00 

44 

20  00 

45 

76  00 

46 

313  31 

48 

90  00 

49 

12  87 

50 

95  13 

51 

2,683  08 

52 

664  68 

53 

50  71 

54 

455  60 

55 

50  00 

56 

11  37 

58 

24  13 

$12,567  96 

$700  00 

- 

600  00 

$1,300  00 

1 

$80  00 

2 

3  00 

3 

28  00 

4 

6  00 

5 

84  93 

6 

59  26 

7 

56  76 

8 

27  00 

9 

9  00 

0 

5  76 

1 

50  00 

IS 
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No.  17 — Continued. 

To  cash  paid — 
J.  M.  Lucas,  for  printing  Meredosia  lettings 
J.  W.Evans,  service  as  an  appraiser  of  right  of  way 
W.  Pollock,  salary  as  senior  assistant  engineer 
W.  Pollock,  for  money  heretofore  expended,  as  per 

voucher 
R.  Bibb,  for  damage  allowed  him  for  right  of  way     - 
John  S.  Killaly,  for  incidental  expenses  as  engineer 
S.  C.  Clark,  stage  fare  of  State  agent,  right  of  way    - 
P.  Edwards,  damage  allowed  by  assessor,  for  do. 
J.  Macklimara,  wages,  boarding,  and  horse  keeping 
F.  M'Connel,  engineer,  for  boarding  paid  him 
Quincy  Pay  Roll,  for  the  month  of  July,  1838 
Mount  Sterling  Pay  Roll,  do. 

Quincy  Pay  Roll,  for  the  month  of  August,  1838 
Mount  Sterling  Pay  Roll,  do. 


No.  17. — Abstract  of  vouchers  for  September,  1838. 

To  cash  paid — 
Samuel  S.  Brooks,  for  incidental  expenses 
January  &  Dunlap,  for  charge  on  locomotive 
Geo.  W.  Spotswood,  boarding  hands  and  engineers 
Collins  &.  Leslie,  for  the  Jacksonville  and   Naples 

Railroad  Company  ... 

M.  Eason,  procuring  right  of  way  as  Justice  Peace 
John  Dunn,  rodman,  his  wages  and  board 
J.  S.  Killaly,  engineer,  his  board  and  salary 
Charles  Collins,  freight  on  locomotive  and  castings 

from  St.  Louis  .... 

H.  Lyon,  damage  for  right  of  way,  In  Sangamon 
Stephen  Green,  for  boarding  hands  and  engineers     - 
Wm.  King,  for  damage  assessed  for  right  of  way 
Collins  &  Leslie,  contractors,  their  estimate  for  August 
H.  Eason,  Esq.  for  attending  procuring  right  of  way 
Francis  G.  Murray,  engineer,  for  boarding 
H.  Twitchel,  contractor,  his  estimate  for  August  -  - 
George  R.  Weber,  advertising  lettings  at  Meredosia 

and  Naples  - 

Robert  L.  Pollock,  a  rodman,  towards  his  wages 
Jesse  A.  Nason,  do.  do. 

Nathaniel  L.  Sewer,  wages  as  a  hand 
F.  J.  Williams,  Esq.  salary,  and  for  money  expended 
Uriah  Raphe,  for  boarding  hands  and  engineers 
F.  Hawn,  his  quarter's  salary,  ending  Sept.  30,  1838 
A.  W.  Cutler,  assistant  engineer,  towards  his  salary 

F.  Hawn,  for  money  heretofore  expended 

J.  II.  Craighead,  rodman,  his  salary  to  Sept.  15,  1838 
J.  M'Glaughlin,  wages,  boarding,  and  horse  keeping 
M.  M'Connel,  salary  as  commissioner  to  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1838.  - 

G.  W.  Berry,  for  damage  assessed  for  right  of  way  on 
Northern  Cross  railroad  - 

S.  S.  Brooks,  salary  for  month  of  September 
Eli  Ilurp,  for  board  of  hands  and  engineers 
M;  Stacey,  Probate  Justice  of  the  Peace,  damage  for 

right  ol  way  - 

Jos.  Field,  steam  engineer,  employed  by  Oakley 
Jas.  T.  Tilvon,  damage  for  light  oif  way    - 


12 

$4  50 

13 

12  00 

14 

339  76 

15 

140  95 

16 

100  00 

17 

3  60 

18 

3  00 

19 

100  00 

20 

100  00 

21 

20  00 

22 

344  50 

23 

234  00 

25 

243  00 

24 

317  25 

$3,662  27 

1 

$13  00 

2 

989  95 

3 

279  12 

4 

1,403  18 

5 

13  06 

6 

72  00 

7 

167  00 

8 

285  00 

9 

100  00 

10 

1  50 

11 

200  00 

12 

7,951  33 

13 

16  80 

14 

20  00 

15 

2,802  45 

16 

5  00 

17 

10  00 

18 

10  00 

19 

43  29 

20 

173  30 

21 

52  00 

23 

500  00 

24 

180  00 

25 

451  33 

26 

*  124  25' 

27 

76  00 

28 

460  00 

29 

50  00 

30 

82  19 

31 

3  92 

32 

150  00 

33 

280  00 

34 

60  00 

19 
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Date.             Names  of  persons  to  whom  and  for  what  paid. 

•  1 

Vouch- 
ers. 

Amount. 

1838. 

No.  17 — Continued. 
To  cash  paid — 

Sept'r. 

Fraucis  G.  Murray,  for  salary  as  engineer 

35 

$230  00 
4  12* 

Henry  &  Massey,  for  blacksmith  work  to  wagon 

36 

J.  M.  Bucklin,  salary  as  principal  engineer 

37 

750  00 

Lewis  H.  Robinson,  wages  as  steam  engineer 

38 

198  12 

F.  G.  Murray,  for  incidental  expenses  as  engineer   - 

39 

39  54 

Win.  G.  Ware,  wages  as  rodman  and  draftsman 

40 

206  75 

Francis  M'Connel,  board  and  services  as  engineer 

41 

278  78 

E.  Mtodrianowski,  salary  and  incidental  expenses 

as  engineer               .... 

42 

277  96 

Davenport  &  Henry,  contractors,  for  Sept'r  estimate 

43 

440  00 

Geo.  P.  Plant,  engineer,  his  salary  and  expenses 

44 

373  43 

Wm.  Walters,  for  printing  lettings  at  Meredosia 
October  1st. — Cash  paid  G.  W.  Caruthers,  for  expenses 

45 

4  50 

$22,330  38 

of  Central  office,  for  the  months  of  September,  Octo- 

ber and  November,  per  his  receipt 
No.  18.— Abstract  of  vouchers  for  October,  1838. 

$250  00 

To  cash  paid — 
John  S.  Killaly,  expenses  of  Springfield  office 

October. 

2 

$205  47 

Same,           salary,  as  junior  ass't  eng'r  for  Sept. 

3 

89  15 

John  Dunn,  salary,  board  and  expenses  of  a  hand 

4 

50  15 

M.  Eason,  fees  as  a  justice,  taking  right  of  way 

5 

5  00 

Charles  Rodgers,  wages  as  a  chainman 

6 

72  45 

Daniel  Waldo,  cash  paid  for  boarding  hand 

7 

2  00 

John  Von  Horn,  services  and  expenses  as  engineer 

8 

256  14 

W.  S.  Wilkinson,  wages  and  expenses  as  engineer 
Staley  &,  Phillips,  for  work  done  on  engineer's  house 

9 

251  85 

10 

58  50 

James  Bazarth,  boarding  engineers  and  hands 

11 

16  50 

Charles  Hardin,  services  as  engineer 

12 

378  75 

William  Cloghn,              do. 

13 

389  25 

J.  M.  Price,  services, board  and  expenses,  as  rodman 

14 

159  60 

William  Chapman,  services  as  a  hand 

15 

86  14 

(  J.  W.  Handenburg,  services  as  rodman  and  draftsman 

16 

215  81 

Robert  Pollock,  services  as  rodman 

17 

187  00 

Peter  Handenburg,  saddlery  for  engineers 

18 

41  50 

Same,               services  appraising  right  of  way 

19 

12  00 

J.  R.  Simms,                  do.                        do. 

20 

9  00 

Daniel  Waldo,  service  as  Justice  Peace  procuring 

right  of  way             - 

21 

3  00 

J.  H.  Finch  and  others,  pay  for  same  services 

22 

9  00 

Quincy  Pay  Roll,          - 

23 

252  00 

Mount  Sterling  Pay  Roll               ... 

24 

223  25 

Andrew  Leger,  jr.  harness  for  wagon  at  Quincy 

J  ames  Oakley,  engineer,  money  paid  for  boarding 

25 

30  00 

26 

8  00 

A.  R.  Parker,  salary  and  expenses  of  corps  and  of- 

fice at  Quincy           - 

27 

352  12 

William  Stephenson,  boarding  engineer  corps 

28 

30  00 

Thomas  Pollock,  wages  and  boarding  as  a  hand 

29 

76  20 

Morton  Wilkinson,  wages  as  a  rodman 

30 

146  60 

W.  S.  Wilkinson,  engineer,  salary  and  expenses 

31 

65  25 

John  E.  Talfre,  wages  and  board,  as  rodman 

32 

60  40 

Henry  Keller,  wages  and  board  as  a  hand 

33 

37  70 

Samuel  S.  Brooks,  travelling  expenses 

34 

16  50 

T.J.  Faruham,  attorney,  fees  in  26  cases  at  Tremont' 

35 

120  00 

20 
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Date. 

Names  of  persons  to  whom  and  for  what  paid. 

Vouch- 
ers. 

Amount. 

1838. 

No.  18 — Continued. 
To  cash  paid — 

October. 

Charles  Hardin,  salary  and  board  as  engineer 

36 

$47  00 

D.  Smedly,  for  services  in  appraising  right  of  way    - 

37 

9  00 

Ezra  M.  Adams,  repairing  State  wagon     - 

38 

6  50 

Jesse  A.  Mason,  services  and  board  as  rodman 

39 

115  25 

Geo.  M'Leod,  salary  and  board  as  engineer 

40 

82  00 

Same,         money  paid  as  expenses  of  eng'r  corps 

41 

222  89 

H.  B.  Sampson,  boarding  engineers  and  hands,  and 

keeping  horses         -                -        .      » 

42 

225  28 

Francis  M'Connel,  travelling  expenses  to  Tremont 
Victor  Phillippi,  wages  and  board  as  a  hand 

43 

7  44 

44 

62  87 

J.  H.  Craighead,  wages  and  board  as  rodman 

45 

23  14 

S.  Grub,  contractor  on  the  Sangamon  viaduct 

4G 

363  80 

J.  Von  Horn,  expenses  as  engineer 

47 

58  18 

Same,        use  of  his  horse  for  engineer 

48 

16  87 

T.  J.  Locket,  boarding  and  wages  as  a  hand 

49 

42  50 

W.  Pollock,  services  and  expenses  as  engineer 
Victor  Phillippi,  wages  and  board  as  a  hand 

50 

487  37 

.51 

25  17 

S.  S.  Brooks,  salary  as  agent,  &c. 

52 

84  93 

P.  O'Brien,  wages  and  board  as  a  hand 

53 

95  80 

N.  M.  Knapp,  for  advertising  railroad  lettings 

54 

66  25 

J.  M.  Tegarden,  for  putting  glass  in  office  windows 

55 

4  00 

S.  W.  Raymond,  services  and  board  as  rodman 

56 

40  00 

A.  W.  Cutler,  services  as  engineer 

}    57 

125  00 

Clin.  Glasson,  for  washing  blankets 

58 

3  87 

M'Clung  &,  Johnson,  for  right  of  way 

59 

50  00 

B.  F.  Glass,  for  right  of  way        - 

60 

150  00 

L.  A.  Robinson,  salary  as  steam  engineer 

61 

255  00 

C.  G.  Scott,  contractor  on  Pekin  road 

62 

850  00 

Simeon  Francis,  for  advertising 

No.  19. — Abstract  of  vouchers  for  November,  1838. 
To  cash  paid — 

63 

8  25 

$7,444  64 

November. 

Edward  Shotwell,  for  salary  as  engineer 

1 

$80  00 

F.  Hawn,  for  services  as  senior  assistant  engineer    - 

2 

150  00 

J.  S.  Killaly,  for  money  paid  as  engineer 

3 

49  86 

Same,        for  salary  and  board    do. 

4 

90  79 

J.  Dunn,  wages  and  board  as  rodman 

5 

43  29 

U.  Mann,  pay  for  right  of  way 

6 

75  00 

J.  B.  Watson,  salary  and  expenses  as  engineer 

7 

136  37 

G.  W.  Berry,  appraising  damages 
Nathaniel  Ellis,             do. 

8 
9 

4  50 
4  50 

Fenj.  F.  Goss,                do.            ... 
C.  R.  Matheny,  appraising  right  of  way     - 

10 

4  50 

11 

6  00 

E.  R.  Metcalf,          "           damages 

12 

4  50 

W.  Waddle,  expenses  horse  keeping  and  wages  as  a 

hand         ..... 

13 

354  25 

J.  A.  Cooper,  painting  8  large  doors  for  engine  house 

14 

8  00 

H.  H.  Staley,  work  done  on  engine  house 

15 

55  65 

F.  Hawn,  money  heretofore  expended  on  line 

16 

510  82 

John  B.  Watson,  salary,  board  and  expenses  as  en- 

gineer                         .... 
J.  S.  Killaly,  salary  and  board  as  engineer 

17 

159  18 

18 

87  86 

J.  H.  Craighead,  wages  and  board  as  rodman 

J.  S.  Killaly,  cash  paid  a  hand,  and  for  horse  keeping 

19 

87  15 

20 

42  02 

John  Dunn,  wages  and  board  as  a  hand    - 

21 

42  86 

George  Bryan,  judgment  for  damages  of  right  of  way 

22 

1,667  00 

21 
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1838. 


November. 


No.  18 — Continued. 

To  cash  paid — 
N.  Bryan,  judgment  for  damages  for  right  of  way 
Alex.  S.  Anderson,  do.  do. 

J.  E.  Anderson,  do.         ,  do. 

Jas.  W.  Keyes,  appraising  right  of  way     - 
Cabines  &  Calhoun,  do. 

W.  Randall,  stage  fare  and  boarding  for  engineer    - 
Henry  Kesler,  wages  and  board  as  a  hand 
G.M'Leod,  salary,  board  and  money  p'd  as  engineer 
W.  Sampson,  for  appraising  right  of  way 
M.  Young,  pay  for  right  oi  way 
P.  Holmes,  do.  - 

J.P.  Nettleton,  constable,  serv'gnoticesin  right  of  way 
H.  L.  Pratt,  for  right  of  way  ... 
Abraham  Newkirk,  damages  for  right  of  way, 


Joseph  Newkirk, 
Benj.  Newkirk, 
John  Newkirk, 
Josiah  L.  James, 
John  Cline, 
Lewis  J.  Hines, 
James  Robinson, 
Joseph  Sawyer, 
Spencer  Field, 
Oliver  Linley, 
John  Hancock, 
David  C.  Alexander, 
Robert  Alexander, 
Coles  Thompkins, 
Vincent  Bailey, 
Philip  Flageller, 
John  H  Ball, 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Same,  for  right  of  way  over  other  lands     - 

Wm.  Ramsey,  damages  for  right  of  way 
J.  H.  Harris,  do. 

J.  O'Brian  and  others,  for  appraising  damages 
J.  H.  Morrison,  fees  as  Justice  Peace  on  right  of  way 
Jesse  A.  Nason,  services  as  rodman, 

D.  B.  Ayers  &  Co.,  stationery  for  engineers, 

E.  Dewy,  expenses  as  engineer  west  of  Illinois  river 
Same,    money  paid  for  expenses  on  line 

E.  Stone,  services  in  taking  right  of  way 

J.  Haslep,  boarding  and  stage  fare  for  engineer 
N.  M.Knapp,  for  printing  blanks 
M.  M'Connel,  for  salary  - 

F.  G.  Murray,  salary  and  board  as  engineer 
F.  M'Connel,  do. 

J.  M.  Bucklin,  for  services  as  engineer  and  expenses 
M'Connel,  Ormsby  &  Co.,  stationery  and  candles  for 
State  .... 

F.  Hawn,  money  paid  hand  on  line 
Collins  &  Leslie,  their  estimate  for  November,  1838 
S.  S.  Brooks,  service  as  agent  procuring  right  of  way 

A.  W.  Parsons,  services  upon  Illinois  river 
D.  Drissinnel,  wages  and  board  as  a  hand 

J.  &,  G.  A.  Dunlap,  sundries  for  engineering  corps    - 

B.  F.  Oscar,  services  as.rodman  and  2  months'  board 
January  &,  Dunlap,  contractors,  estimate  on  depot 
L.  Berry,  for  appraising  right  of  way 


Vouch- 

Amountl 

ers. 

23 

$833  00 

24 

623  00 

25 

958  00 

26 

3  00 

27 

15  00 

28 

27  12 

29 

19  77 

30 

223  55 

31 

6  00 

32 

112  50 

33 

40  00 

34 

30  00 

34 

76  50 

35 

22  50 

36 

112  50 

37 

122  00 

28 

135  00 

29 

240  00 

40 

162  00 

41 

75  00 

42 

175  00 

43 

36  00 

44 

150  00 

45 

80  00 

46 

173  00 

47 

400  00 

48 

300  00 

49 

100  00 

50 

125  00 

51 

76  50 

52 

50  00 

53 

112  50 

54 

157  50 

55 

20  00 

56 

63  00 

57 

60  00 

58 

87  12 

59 

51  24 

60 

15  25 

61 

23  44 

62 

6  75 

63 

29  00 

64 

19  50 

65 

305  00 

66 

178  50 

67 

178  50 

68 

638  50 

69 

58  98 

70 

66  00 

71 

1,764  51 

72 

82  19 

73 

100  00 

74 

15  00 

75 

20  63 

76 

118  50 

77 

1,700  00 

79 

4  40 

22 
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Date. 

Names  of  persons  to  whom  and  for  what  paid. 

Vouch- 
ers. 

Amount. 

JS38. 

No.  19 — Continued. 
To  cash  paid— 

November. 

J.  S.  &  R.  C.  Anderson,  for  drawing  boards  for  office 

78 

10  00 

John  Hunt,  for  services  as  a  hand 

80 

15  00 

E.  Stephenson,  for  right  of  way 

W,  Pollock,  salary  as  engineer  to  30th  Nov.  1838    - 

81 

550  00 

82 

498  68 

Same,       for  stationery  for  office  in  Tremont 

83 

5  75 

J.  W.  Handenburg,  for  services  as  draftsman 

84 

106  25 

Napoleon  Kosciatowski,              do. 

85 

137  75 

W.  G.  Ware,  for  services  as  rodman 

86 

87  12 

J.  Von  Horn,  service  as  engineer 

87 

94  10 

F.  Hawn,  for  money  expended  in  survey    - 

88 

328  00 

Same,  sen'r  ass't  eng-r,  for  salary  and  expenditures 

89 

766  29 

$17,640  91 

No.  20. — Abstract  of  vouchers  for  December,  1838. 

To  cash  paid — 

December. 

C.  Oakley,  for  railroad  iron  turnouts,  &c 

1 

$434  23 

Quincy  Pay  Roll,  for  the  quarter  ending  Dec.  1838     - 

2 

598  00 

W.  A.  Wood,  for  expenses  of  Quincy  office 

3 

67  51 

J.  Cavin,  boarding  engineers  and  keeping  horses 

4 

24  27 

0.  F.  &.  G.  A.  Miller,  sundries  for  Quincy  office 

5 

38  19 

Holmes  &  Co.,  stationery  &c.              do. 

6 

2  63 

A.  R.  Parker,  salary  as  resident  engineer 

7 

327  10 

S.  D.Hambaugh, boarding  hands 

8 

1  50 

A.  R.  Parker,  hire  of  horse,  &c. 

9 

35  00 

Kimball  and  others,  money  paid  fees  for  right  of  way 

10 

163  00 

John  Wood,  horse  keeping,  &c. 

12 

5  50 

J.  K.  Hillbourn,  blacksmithing  at  Quincy 

13 

5  00 

Godfrey,  Lowry  &-  Small,  for  duty  &c.  on  railroad  iron 

17 

2,852  74 

J.  Wentworth,  charges  for  printing  advertisements  - 
M.  M'Connel,  for  salary.  December,  1838 

20 

4  50 

22 

155  00 

$4,713  17 

Alton  and  Shelbyville  Railroad. 

E.  Shotwell,  salary  as  engineer    - 

11 

72  50 

Central  Railroad. 

Pay  Roll,  for  the  party  at  Peru,  7th  circuit 

14 

337  50 

Pay  Roll,       "                south  of  Peru,  locating 

15 

370  00 

G.H.  Gilson,  expenses  of  Peru  office 

16 

152  57 

W.  H.  Gilman,  estimate  on  Central  railroad  at  Peru 

18 

1,097  92 

Harkniss  &  Bigalow,                        do. 

19 

1,131  41 

H.  S.  Owens,  for  right  to  turn  creek  from  his  mills,  &c. 

21 

5,600  00 

$13,481  07 

23 


REPORT 


ACTING  COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  SECOND  JUDICIAL  CIRCUIT, 


Vanoalia,  Illinois,  January   1,  1839. 
To  the  Board  of  Public  Works  : 

Gentlemen:  I  herewith  submit  to  the  Board  the  annexed  statement, 
in  answer  to  the  resolutions  adopted  by  each  House  of  the  Legislature, 
in  December  last,  calling  on  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public 
Works  for  information  on  various  subjects. 
With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  KINNEY, 
Acting  Commissioner  Second  Judicial  Circuit. 


24 
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Turnbull,  stationery           - 
William  Moore,  agent        - 

Same                          - 
R.  K.  Fleming,   printing 
Buckland,  for   instruments 
G.  W.  Carruihers               - 

Same                          ... 
Turney,  agent                      - 
Turnbull,  stationery           - 
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William  Moore,  agent         - 
A.  W.  Snyder,  agent          - 
G.  W.  Carruthers                - 
Thomas  H.  Kimber            - 
S.  B.  Meech 

Same                          - 
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Whiteside,  for  wood           - 
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Cropley,  printing 
Flanagan  &  West 
B.  J.  West 
W.  C.  Kinney 
Samuel  Brooke 
Henry  Johnson 
G.  W.Carruthers 
H.  S.  Hart,  printer 
T.  H.  Kimber 
J.  C.  Bruner 
T.  Hinkley 
Flanagan  Jk  West 
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Edward  Smith                      ... 
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D.  Turney 
Edward  Smith                      ... 

Same                         - 
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E.  Cropley,  for  printing    - 

J.  S.  M'Cracken,  do. 

Groves  &  Ryan,  contractors 

T.  Kelly,                   do.      - 

Groves  &  Lewis,     do.       - 

Lawler  &  Barry,      do.       - 

Groves  &.  Groves,     do.       -                     -                     - 

William  Hessin,  printing  - 

A.  M'K.  Groves  &  Co.  contr. 

Sharon  Tindale                    - 

Groves  &  Lewis,  contractors 

Groves  &  Groves,     do.       - 

Groves  &  Ryan,       do.      - 

T.Kelly,     '              do.      -             -     - 

P.  Lawler  &  Barry,  do.      - 

Groves  &  Ryan,        do.       - 

P.  Lawler  &  Barry,  do.       - 

Groves  &  Lewis,      do.       - 

Groves  &  Groves,     do.      - 

T.  Kelly,  special  drafts      - 

Groves  &  Ryan,     do.         - 

Barry  &.  Lawler,    do.         - 

Sharon  Tindale                  - 

E.  Smith,  for   disbursements 
Same,                do.         - 
Same,                do.        - 
Same,                 do.         - 
Same,                do.        - 

1837. 

June      17 

July       10 

August   3 

26 

30 

34 
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1838. 

Kaskaskia  River  Im 

provement. 

June        7 

W.  Linn,  2  skiffs 

$100  00 

$89  05 

8 

R.  K.  M'Laughlin 

16  00 

July        9 

N.  Smith 

_ 

_ 

_ 

$5*00 

13 

Pay  lioll 

- 

_ 

_ 

$355  50 

27 

Wm.  C.  Greenup 

- 

- 

$125  00 

27 

S.  Baker 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

70  00 

Sept.      15 

Chouteau  &  Barlow 

_ 

249  25 

18 

David  Tatum 

_ 

25  63 

18 

Chouteau  &M'Kenzie 

5  13 

18 

J.  S.  Pease 

_ 

16  50 

18 

A.  D.  Mier  &  Co. 

_ 

32  622 

20 

Chouteau  &  Barlow 

_ 

16  00 

22 

Wm.  C.  Greenup 

_ 

125  00 

Oct.       27 

T.  J.  Krafft 

_ 

62  14 

27 

Lee  and  Elder 

_ 

25  36 

Nov.        6 

Michael  Byrne 

_ 

_ 

_ 

20  00 

30 

T.  Hinkley,  for  flour 

_ 

77  50 

30 

J.  H.  Kuntz 
Belleville  Sc  Lebanon 

- 

5  62 

$116  00 

$604  80 

$250  00 

$5  00 

$445  50 

1837. 

Branch  Railroad. 

Oct.        4 

W.  L.  Whitesides 

_ 

_ 

$9  00 

Dec.       15 

E.  Smith,  disbursed 

$314  30 

1838. 

April       9 

James  Bostock 

$10  00 

-    ' 

$9  00 

Alton,  Hillsboro,  and 

$314  30 

$10  00 

1837. 

Shelbyville  Railroad. 

Oct.       10 

M.  M'Connel 
Central  Railroad. 

" 

— 

$596  87 

1838. 

Aug.      10 

moveless  &  Delay 

$6  00 

Sept.      10 

F.  S.  M'Cracken 

6  00 

$12  00 
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COMMISSIONER  OF  THIRD   JUDICIAL   CIRCUIT. 


REPORT 


THE  COMMISSIONER  OF   THE   THIRD   JUDICIAL   CIRCUIT. 


Central  Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Vandalia,  February  11,  1839. 
To  the  Board  of  Public  Works: 

The  undersigned  herewith  submits  in  the  annexed  tables  and  statements,  ren- 
dered up  to  the  4th  December,  1838,  information  called  for  by  each'  House  of 
the  General  Assembly. 

The  amount  of  railroad  iron  purchased  for  the  Alton  and  Shawneetown  rail- 
road is  14  tons,  15  cwt.,  2  qrs.  and  11  lbs.,  at  $75  per  ton  $1,108  50 
470  splicing  plates,  320  lbs.,  at  9  cents.              -             -             -  28  80 
15  kegs  5x  f  railroad  spikes,  1,500  lbs.,  at  9  cents       -             -             135  00 

15  kegs  - 3  75 

Porterage  to  vessel  -  -  -  -  -  800 

Bill  of  castings  -  - 

Freight  on  same  - 

Insurance  and  policy     - 

•** 
One  railroad  burden  car 
Cartage  ..... 

Freight  on  the  same       .  -  -  - 

Total  cost  delivered  at  Shawneetown 

Two  depots  have  been  contracted  to  be  built;  one  at  Shawneetown,  the  pro- 
bable cost  of  which  is  estimated  at  $17,524  80;  and  the  other  at  Equality,  at 
$8,676  70. 

One  boat  that  cost  $30  and  a  skiff  at  $12  have  been  purchased  for  and  on 
account  of  the  Little  Wabash  river. 

The  number  and  salary  of  the  engineers  now  employed,  and  on  what  work, 
and  the  number  that  have  been  employed  since  the  creation  of  the  system,  their 
compensation  and  time  of  service,  will  be  found  in  the  annexed  table,  marked  F. 

Two  engineering  corps  have  been  employed  on  the  Alton  and  Shawneetown 
railroad,  and  three  on  the  Central  railroad,  in  the  third  and  second  judicial 
circuits. 


$250  38 

5  00 

61  78 

1,284  05 
317  16 

- 

260  00 
75 

- 

1,861  96 
643  83 

- 

2,505  79 

39 

The  compensation  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  third  judicial  circuit,  since  his 
appointment  to  office  up  to  the  4th  day  of  December,  183S,  amounts  to 
$2,525,  and   there  has  been  no  charge  made  for  contingent  expenses. 

Two  clerks  have  been  employed;  one  of  them  for  a  few  days  only;  the 
amount  of  their  salaries  will  be  found  under  the  head  of  clerk  hire,  in  the  state- 
ments, marked  A  and  B. 

Three  agents  have  been  employed,  and  their  compensations  amount  to 
$161  30,  as  is  shown  under  the  head  of  miscellaneous,  in  the  statements,  marked 
A  and  B. 

There  is  neither  clerk  nor  agent  now  in  employ. 

It  is  not  known  to  the  undersigned  that  any  persons  in  the  pay  of  the  State 
have  become  contractors  on  any  of  the  works  of  which  he  has  had  control. 
Neither  is  it  known  that  any  person,  either  Commissioner  or  engineer,  has  pur- 
chased land  or  town  property  within  five  miles  of  any  railroad,  while  in  the  pav 
of  the  State,  and  before  the  location  of  any  road. 

No  scrip  has  been  received  from  the  Fund  Commissioners  for  the  purchase  of 
land  or  otherwise. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  accurately  the  time  employed,  and  the  cost  of  the  sur- 
vey and  location  of  the  road  between  Shawneetown  and  Equality,  as  the  time 
and  expense  were  included  in  the  surveys  from  Shawneetown  to  the  north  side 
of  Muddy  river.  It  is  believed  that  the  average  cost  will  not  materially  differ 
from  that  on  other  surveys  and  locations  made  in  the  same  district,  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  State.  N 

The  total  amount  that  has  been  paid  to  any  one,  and  all  of  the  persons  who 
are  now  members  of  the  General  Assembly,  is  $21,  except  the  amount  paid 
the  principal  engineer  of  the  southern  engineering  district;  which  will  appear 
in  the  annexed  table,  under  the  head  of  engineers'  compensation. 

As  respects  lands  purchased,  donated,  their  cost  and  present  value,  see  table, 
marked  E. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ELIJAH  WILLARD, 
Commissioner  B.  P.  W.,  Third  Judicial  Circuit. 
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Thornton  Grimsley 
William  Linn,  horse 
Larkin  Deaver 

Same                   ... 
J.  C.  Atkinson, 
James  C„Essex 
Pratte,  Chouteau  &  Co. 
Paid  steamboat  freight 
John  Rinchart 
J.  C.  Dennis  &  Co. 
R.  W.  Barnett 
J.  S.  Hacker,  agent 
Jacob  Snider        - 
W.  &  W.  Willard 

Same                  -'.-.'- 
Peter  Cruse          - 
Wilson  P.  Hunt 
B.  W.  Brooke       - 
W.  Dave 
Thomas  T.  Jones 
Pay  Roll 

a 

Q 

1837. 

June       3 

5 

11 

May      31 

June      10 

10 

May      31 

June      11 

July      31 

6 

June      17 

30 

25 

30 

August  10 

10 

June     30 
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Thos.  Kimball 
William  Willard 

Same 
S.  S.  Condon 
John  Rinehart 
Samuel  Raniel 
Daniel  Rarringer 
W.  Walters,  printing 
John  Rinehart 
M.  Davee 
Berthilden  &  Co. 
Grimsley  &  Young 
Berry  Harris 

Pay  Roll                                       . 
Wilson  Able 
Thomas  R.  Jones 
Solomon  Lonce 
Thomas  Whitaker 
J.  Freeman 
W.  &  W.  Willard 
John  S.  M'Cracken,  printing   - 
Pay  Roll 
G.  W.  Paine 
S.  S  Condon 
Wm.  Willard,  postage 
John  Cruse 

Date. 

1838. 

Jan'y  30 
19 
31 
27 
2 
25 
5 

Feb.  18 
13 
12 

Jau'y    20 

31 

8 

Feb.      28 

March  31 
31 
10 
10 
31 
30 
20 
31 

April  30 
26 
30 
30 
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Berthold  &.  Tesson 

Richard  A.  Gilpin 

Thomas  Whitaker 

Thomas  Murray 

J.  Wentworth,  printing 

William  Hessin,    advertising 

John  Dougherty,  attorney  fees   - 

James  Roberson 

Loveless  &  Delay,   advertising 

John  Riiieheart 

H.  Eddy,  legal  advice 

C.  M.  Willard 

Henry  Sowers 

S.  S.  Condon 

Berrv  Harris 

W.  &  W.  Willard 

W.  Davee 

Joshua  Stoarsman 

C.  M.   Willard 

Richard  A.  Gilpin 

Wm.  R.  Singleton 
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M'Ginlev  &  Graham 

Lewis  M'CIoud 

G.  A.  Coeblitz 

William  Davee 
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- 
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J.  P.  Cunningham 
Pay  Roll 
G.  A.  Kablitz 
E.  S.  Cropley,  advertising 
David  W.  Boggs 
W.  G.  Nimmo 
George  Cloud,  recording 
Bryan  &  Shaunessay 
Graham  &  Ryan 
M'Ginley  &  Graham 
Richard  A.  Gilpin 
Loveless  &  Delay,  advertising 
Richard  Beck,  advertising 
C.  M,  Willard 
James  Prevo 
Pay  Roll 
W.  G.  Nimmo 
Richard  A.  Gilpin 
John  G.  Coe,  wood 
John  J. Jones 
Wm.  Willard,  postage 
W.  &  W.  Willard        $84  55  > 
Less  by  oxen  sold     67  50  ) 
Leonard  Lipe 
James  Reed,  recording 
David  Spence 
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30 
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6 

6 

6 

31 

13 
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Nov'r      3 
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22 
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G.  W.  Cayton 
John  Lane,  agency 
Wm.  Graramer 
George  F.  Plott 
Leavit  Locklear 
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Pay  Roll  3                                     .                 . 
Wm.  Willard,  postage 
Wm.  H.  Stickney,  printing 

Henry  Eddy,  form  for  a  deed      . 

Pay  Roll 

W.  Walters,  printing 
A.  Richardson,  wood 
S.  R.  Rowan,  office  rent 
W.  A.  Docker 

D.  B.  Blanchard 

Pay  Roll                                        .             "   . 

Henry  Eddy 

J.  S.  M'Cracken,  printing 

W.  &  W.  Willard 

Henry  Yoste 

Same 
David  G.  Yoste 
Caleb  Baldwin 
Samuel  Bird                                   .        . 

E.  J.  Nicholson 
Albert  G.  Stanet 

D.  B.  Blanchard                            .                 , 
Hilburn  &  Hazen 
Pay  Roll 

Q 

1838. 
Jan.      31 
31 
15 

1837. 
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1838. 

Feb       28 

8 

March  21 

31 

31 

18 

31 
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30 

30 

April       3 

30 
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May        1 

April     10 
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May        1 

April    30 
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C. 


DISBURSEMENTS  made  in  Fourth  Judicial  Circuit  by  Elijah  Willard, 
Acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
up  to  December  4,  1838,  for  and  on  account  of  the  Alton  and  Mt.  Carmel 
Railroad. 


Date. 

To  whom  and  for  what  paid. 

i 

m 

a 
o 
<u 
a 

Id 
g 

1837. 

June       14 
14 

1838. 

Jan.        24 
24 

28 

Government  land 

A.  P.  Field,  transcript                 . 

Government  land 

David  Spance                                .                        . 

William  Willard 

$649  86 
2  40 

1,291  35 
22  50 

9  18 

1,975  29 
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D. 
DISBURSEMENTS  made  in  the  Fourth  Judicial  Circuit,  on  the  Little  Wa- 
bash River,  by  Elijah  Willard,  Acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  for  tlie  Third  Judicial  Circuit  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  up  to  4th  De- 
cember, 1838. 
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1838. 

April      4 

J.  Ratcliffe 

. 

$15  00 

4 

J.  S.  Graham,  ferriage 

$2  63 

March  28 

Winde  Beiley 

- 

23  63 

21 

Frederick  Archer 

'_ 

. 

- 

$8  00 

30 

Pay  Roll 

_ 

. 

$125  00 

- 

$37  50 

August  25 

P.  H.  Bagwell 

'   - 

- 

- 

11  93 

22 

C.  L.  Seymour 
Joseph  Jones 

. 

. 

- 

9  62 

10 

. 

41  37 

July      31 

Pay  Roll 

. 

- 

- 

199  50 

31 

John  S.  Ouban 

_ 

_ 

- 

10  00 

30 

P.  Smith 

. 

12  50 

16 

Andrew  Knipp 

. 

_ 

- 

15  00 

13 

Linn  &  Green,  skiff 

12  00 

1  87 

10 

H.  R.  Gieen 

. 

5  81 

10 

Joshua  Beal 

_ 

23  20 

9 

E.  Travers 

. 

. 

_ 

2  00 

June     10 

C.  L.  Seymour 

_ 

. 

_ 

12  64 

July      12 

E.  Travers 

_ 

_ 

- 

2  62 

June       8 

James  M.  Peery,  map 

10  00 

i 

May     14 

C.  L.  Seymour 
James  Wilson 

. 

. 

- 

2  44 

September 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

3  00 

October  & 

S.  K.  Pickering 

- 

11  46 

November 

Thomas  Black 
George  Johnson 
Peter  Smith 

4  50 

4  94 

21  62 

John  D.  Harris 

_ 

. 

- 

- 

2  50 

James  Dowell 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3  75 

Andrew  Kenupp 

. 

- 

- 

- 

12  00 

Dai.iel  Haise 

_ 

4  50 

Alex.  West 

. 

6  50 

Orin  Coats 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

7  19 

John  M'Cawley 

- 

12  20 

Anderson  Arnold 

. 

- 

- 

- 

3  75 

George  W.  Riggins 

- 

20  38 

Jesse  Cooper 

. 

2  69 

L.  Courtwright 
James  Breedlove 

_ 

. 

- 

- 

3  44 

_ 

12  00 

George  Bowen 

- 

4  00 

James  Parker 

- 

4  94 

John  Lewis  &  Co. 

• 

- 

_ 

_ 

8  73 

Robert  M' Daniel 

. 

. 

_ 

_ 

5  50 

Arthur  Evans 

- 

. 

_ 

' 

13  43 

Thomas  Clahen 

-' 

. 

_ 

_ 

10  43 

Thomas  Rodgers 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

7  50 

William  Sewell 

_ 

10  55 

James  White 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

9  37 

Jonathan  Parris 

. 

. 

_ 

_ 

9  38 

John  M'xMahil 

. 

. 

_ 

,    _ 

13  18 

L.  Courtwright 

- 

- 

i 

- 

5  94 
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STATEMENT  D— Continued. 
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To  whom  paid. 
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1838. 

Crick  &  Ruster 

_ 

. 

. 

- 

$5  31 

Joseph  Rbdgers 

. 

$1  62 

Samuel  M' Daniel 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6  25 

John  Hugh> 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

2  75 

Thomas  Ano 

. 

- 

- 

. 

8  75 

Richard  Eparson 
Jackson  Nelson 

. 

- 

- 

. 

11  45 

. 

. 

. 

. 

14  13 

Wm.  Blackman 

. 

_ 

. 

. 

2  00 

John  Kirksay 

. 

- 

- 

8  50 

Wm.  L.  Longston 

. 

2  40 

Wm.  S.  Lewis 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

8  75 

Lewis  &  Co. 

. 

- 

. 

. 

14  50 

Gideon  Hickenbottom 

. 

. 

. 

. 

2  00 

Washington  Riggins 

. 

9  13 

Richard  Eparson 

. 

- 

- 

- 

12  55 

N.  N.  Duff 

. 

- 

- 

- 

12  98 

*• 

James  Miller 
C;ileb  Pidgeway 
Wm.  Snide 

- 

11  75 
6  13 
11  65 

R.  &  S.  Sorrel 

.■ 

- 

- 

- 

10  00 

George  Farris 

_ 

. 

- 

- 

15  50 

George  Gable 

. 

- 

. 

- 

10  91 

Nathan  Martin 

. 

5  05 

Thomas  Evans 

« 

. 

- 

. 

28  12 

Farris  &  Vour 

- 

_ 

. 

21  43 

Smith  &  Kirksay 

_ 

- 

. 

- 

40  94 

Creek  &  Sorrel 

. 

. 

. 

- 

3  29 

Woi.  Stone 

_ 

2  50 

John  Balance 

. 

. 

. 

- 

43  55 

Win.  M.  Comstock 

. 

8  82 

Joshua  Beal 

_ 

150  35 

Moses  Bedell 

. 

13  30 

P.  H.  Bagwell,  boat 
Joshua  Beal 

$30  00 

- 

- 
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R  E PORT 


THE  COMMISSIONER  OF   THE  FOURTH  JUDICIAL   CIRCUIT. 


January  4,  1839. 
To  the  Board  of  Public  Works: 

By  an  examination  of  the  various  inquiries  made  to  the  Board  by 
each  House  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  I  discover 
that  much  of  the  information  asked  for  is  given  in  the  semi-annual 
report  made  to  the  Governor,  and  which  has  been  laid  before  the  Legis- 
lature. In  giving  the  following  detail  of  information  on  the  various 
inquiries  not  before  answered,  it  will  be  my  desire  to  make  it  as  satis- 
factory as  possible. 

I  have  made  no  contract  for  depots  in  my  district.  I  have  obtained 
suitable  lots  for  the  necessary  public  buildings,  at  the  various  points  where 
they  will  be  required,  by  donations,  with  the  exception  of  forty-five  dol- 
lars paid  towards  one  at  Paris.  I  see,  from  the  accounts  presented  for 
settlement  by  the  engineer  on  the  Great  Wabash,  that  he  has  bought  one 
canoe,  for  which  he  paid  five  dollars. 

I  have  no  clerk  or  agent  employed  at  this  time,  and  have  only  hired 
one  since  my  appointment,  and  the  aggregate  amount  paid  him  was 
ninety-six  dollars. 

I  have  paid  for  agency  on  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  in  paying 
engineering  party,  and  obtaining  the  right  of  way,  eighteen  dollars. 

On  the  Central  Branch  railroad,  for  paying  engineering  party,  and 
obtaining  the  right  of  way,  twelve  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

For  obtaining  the  right  of  way  on  the  eastern  division  of  the  Southern 
Cross  railroad,  from  Alton  to  Mt.  Carmel,  and  legal  services  connected 
therewith,  sixty-one  dollars  and  seventy -five  cents. 

For  agency,  at  sundry  times,  in  obtaining  funds  to  make  the  necessary 
payments  in  my  district,  twenty-two  dollars. 

The  aggregate  amount  of  my  compensation,  since  I  have  entered  on 
a  discharge  of  my  duties  as  Commissioner,  is  ,$'2,795. 

I  would  refer  to  the  accompanying  tables,  numbered  1,  %  and  3,  for 
the  amount  paid  for  the  right  of  way,  and  to  whom  paid;  and  to  tables 
numbered  from  I  to  7,  for  a  classification  under  various  heads  of  my 
disbursements. 


I  would  likewise  refer  to  table  No.  8,  for  a  full  and  detailed  account 
of  ihe  engineers  employed,  their  rates  of  compensation,  and  aggregate 
amount  paid  them. 

Eight  or  ten  appeals  have  been  taken  from  the  award  of  jurors,  on  the 
right  of  way  on  the  eastern  division  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  by 
the  owners  of  land. 

Three  appeals  have  been  taken  by  the  same  on  the  Central  Branch 
railroad,  and  one  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  State  on  the  eastern  division  of 
the  Southern  Cross  railroad. 

I  have  paid  no  charges  under  the  head  of  contingent  expenses. 

I  have  entered  one  lot  of  land  on  the  Southern  Cross  railroad,  contain- 
ing 160  acres.  The  whole  expense  connected  with  the  entry  was 
$'217  12,  and  the  same  was  charged  to  that  road;  and  the  land  is  now  con- 
sidered worth  $4  per  acre. 

The  number  of  engineering  parties  organized  in  the  eastern  engineer- 
ing district,  and  that  portion  of  the  fourth  judicial  circuit  under  my 
superintendence,  lying  in  the  southern  district,  are  as  follows,  viz: 

One  party  on  the  Central  Branch  railroad,  and  one  on  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad;  and  both  of  said  parties  were  employed  in  locating  the 
Central  railroad  between  Vandalia  and  Decatur. 

One  party  in  making  definite  locations  on  the  Southern  Cross  railroad. 

I  organized  a  party  also  to  make  a  survey  from  Charleston  to  the 
Wabash  river. 

And  we  have  had  another  party  for  making  the  necessary  surveys  on 
the  Great  Wabash.  *    « 

The  accompanying  tables  give  an  exhibit  of  disbursements  up  to  the 
first  day  of  December,  1838. 

M.  K.  ALEXANDER, 
Commissioner  B.  P.  W.,  Fourth  Judicial  Circuit. 
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E.  Travers 
C.  L.  Seymour 

A.  Ritchie 
H.  O.  Terrell 
Wm.  F.  Beach 
Wm.  Read 

W.  S.  Comstock 

P.  H.  Bagwell,  wagon 

M.  Bedell,  candles 

B.  Davis 

T.  Crackles 
J.  Buckner 
W.  Hall 
W.  Hassell 

C.  L.  Seymour,  justice  fees,  &c. 
H.  O.  Terrell,  land  entered 

J.  Key 

C.  L.  Seymour,  fuel,  &c. 

Same,            office  supplies,  &c. 
J.  D.  Knapp,  surveying 
J.  Breedlove 

W.  Kozer,  office  furniture,  &c. 
R.  K.  Deobler 

Morton  &  Griswold,  stationery,  &c. 
W.  Burket 
W.  &,  A..  Wood,  camp  furniture 

B.  B.  Bridloman,           do. 
H.  R.  Green,                 do. 

C.  L.  Seymour,  camp  tools,  sationery, 
Same 

W.  S.  Comstock 
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A.  Ritchie 

T.  Bond  &  Brothers 

Case  &  White 

W.  Wilcox 

T.  J.  Bond 

W.  Jones 

P.  H.  Bagwell,  transportation 

T.  Arnold 

C.  L.  Seymour,  horse 

Same,           sundries 
Pay  Roll 
Gallagher  &  Co. 
Murphy  &  Co. 
E.  Clark 
J.  &.  P.  Clark 
Gallagher  &  Co. 
E.  P.  Shannon  &  Co. 
Rodgers  &.  Co. 
Gallagher  &  Co. 
E.  P.  Shannon  &  Co. 

D.  Scott 

E.  Clark 
Murphy  &  Co. 
J.  &  P.  Clark 
Rodgers  &  Co. 

E.  P.  Shannon  &  Co. 
Gallagher  &  Co. 

D.  Scott 

F.  Messer 

A.  J.  Galloway,  transportatio 

Date. 
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Smith,  office  rent 
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$29  04 
69  32 
90  41 

31  68 
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$7  80 
9  33 

6  00 
13  60 

148  93 
1  00 

1  20 

•aouajsjsqng 

$20  81 
3  00 
10  04 

1  50 

1  12 
3  00 

13  50 

12  87 
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33  19 
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Blake  &  Groverman 
H.  Allen 

M.  K.  &  W.  Alexander 
U.  Davis 

Blake  &  Groverman 
G.  James 
J.  Langdon 

B.  Allen 

G.  W.  Haws 
A.  Cunningham 
A.  W.  Hoyt 
A.  Bielaski 

C.  S.  Williams 
A.  Bielaski 

R.  J.  Cleavland 

Same 
Pay  Roll 
T.  Campble 

R.  M'Clintock,  hire  of  team 
W.  B.  Vance 
C.  S.  Williams 
W.  French 

W.  B.  Vance*                                         -     . 
C.  S.  Williams 

Date. 
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$635  05 
540  15 
731  47 
145  00 
274  15 
524  24 

255  00 

1,081  22 

531  48 

54  68 

•snoam3i[9osjj^ 

$8  00 
25  00 
50  00 

10  13 

9  75 
12  50 
10  00 

5  00 
50  00 

To  whom  paid. 

Loveless  &  Delay,  printing 

J.  M.  Archer 

A.  B.  Lycan,  right  of  way 

Win.  Rieves 

J.  Cummins,  right  of  way 

A.  W.  Hoyt 

Pay  Roll 

C.  S.  Williams,  stationery 
Stark  &  How 

J.  W.M'Reynolds&Co. 

James  Ryan 

J.  Donegan 

.7.  W.  M'Reynolds&Co. 

M'Farland  &  Co. 

J.  M.  Archer 

J.  L.  Burleigh 

D.  Scott 

J.  R.  Lee  &  Co. 
S.  &  G.  Ewing 
R.  Steel,  agency 
W.  Walters,  printing 
P.  WhaleD,  right  of  way 
W.  Johnson,  right  of  way 
S.  Davis,  right  of  way 
J.  M.  Archer 
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$170  83 
227  49 

•joq^i 

$180  34 
3  75 

8  90 

85  53 
26  05 

•aouajstsqng 

$5  61 
40  95 

4  00 
126  88 

•noijBiaodsuBJj, 

$16  25 

9  25 
17  50 
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$100  93 
1,092  59 
80  92 
414  86 
301  75 
215  67 
360  68 
972  34 

572  93 

1,069  63 

1,165  30 

1,291  58 

749  59 

85  50 

458  27 

640  89 

201  53 
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$26  17 
12  00 

20  00 
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J. Donegan 

Stark  &  How 

S.  &  G.  Ewing 

Paddock  &  Co. 

J.  L.  Burleigh 

Carey  &  Co.                                              - 

James  Ryan 

Hendrickson  &  Co. 

Loveless  &  Delay,  printing 

Pay  Roll 

C.  EL  Williams 

William  Rieves 

G.  B.  Webber,  printing 

James  Ryan 

C.  S.  Williams 
Pay  Roll 

H.  K.  Brown 

Looker  &  Ramsey,  printing 

D.  Scott 
Same 

J.  L.  Burleigh 
Stark  &  How 
C.  G.  Van  Buren 
S.  &.  G.  Ewing 
Carey  &  Co. 
Jackson  8c  Co. 
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Sept.  18 
18 
18 
18 
21 
19 

Aug.  10 
16 

Sept.     27 
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27 
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Nov.        1 
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No.  4. 


DISBURSEMENTS  made  by  M.  K.  Alexander,  Commissioner  of  the  Fourth 
Judicial  Circuit,  on  the  Central  Railroad,  up  to  December  1,  1838. 


Date. 

To  whom  paid. 
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1837. 

Nov.      24 

Pay  Roll 

_ 

- 

- 

$136  03 

$212  33 

25 

R.  J.  Clevelend,  hatchet 

$6  25 

$1  50 

$104  96 

7  69 

30 

Pay  Roll 

- 

- 

- 

110  07 

151  67 

Dec.        4 

J.  K.  Rychlike 

- 

- 

- 

- 

22  60 

5 

C.  T.  Arms,  jr. 

12  00 

- 

81  00 

1838. 

Jan.        1 

Wm.  Rieves 

- 

- 

14  00 

4 

R.  J.  Cleveland      . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

156  18 

8 

Pay  Roll 

- 

- 

- 

193  04 

216  67 

8 

Do. 

- 

- 

- 

37  66 

32  22 

8 

A.  Bielaski 

6  75 

- 

2  75 

10 

C.  T.  Arms,  jr. 

13  75 

- 

150  66 

5  38 

May      15 

A.  W.  Hoyt. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

123  26 

Nov.      15 

A.  Bielaski 
Total 

- 

- 

- 

- 

162  50 

38  75 

1  50 

353  37 

489  87 

1,077  43 
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$3  88 

3  50 
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E.  Stout,  advertising  and  other  printir 

Loveless  &  Delay,  advertising 

Rodders  &  Albright 

G.  Davis 

Wheeler  &  Co. 

Nabb  &  Reiley 

Matson  &  Leech 

N. Johnson 

R.  'lilton 

L.  Goodrich 

E.  Mays 

B.  B.  Marney 

J.  C.  Reiley 

A.  Gibson 

B.  B.  Marney 
J.  Nelson 

E.  Nelson 
J.  M'Cawley 
J.  Golden 
B.  W.  Lesley 
M.  Tully 
W.  Terrel 
W.  H.  Twiss 

s 
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$3  00 
9  00 

14  75 

10  75 
10  13 
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20  00 
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OS  8 

00  6 
00  6 

OS  L$ 
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$1,392  20 

486  88 
72  25 
654  42 
136  93 
191  25 
670  11 
1,287  46 
510  00 
126  45 
755  60 

1,219  48 
711  07 

-6 

'3 
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o 

ja 

B.  W.  Lester 

C.  Mires 

J.  S.  Schuler 
C.  Ridgeway 
E.  K.  Smith 

Rodgers  &  Albright 

W.  H.  Stickney,  advertising 

Wheeler  &  Dubois 

Geo.  Davis 

Rogers  &  Albright 

Same 

Same 

Same 

Same 

Same 
Wheeler  &  Dubois 
Reiley  &  Co. 
W.  F.  Beach 
W.  Hessin,  advertising 
W.  Walters,        do.                   ,. 
Rodgers  &  Albright 
C.  L.  Seymour 
Reiley  &  Co. 

Loveless  Sc  Delay,  advertising 
W.  F.  Beach 

6 

s 

1837. 

Sept.  20 
27 
30 

Nov.  7 
27 
1838. 

Jan.  2 
8 
24 
24 
31 
31 

March  10 
10 

May  16 
16 
18 
18 
18 

June  2 
6 
7 
14 

July        2 

Aug.      10 

Julv        2 
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REPORT 


THE  COMMISSIONER  OF   THE  FIFTH  JUDICIAL   CIRCUIT. 


Vandalia,  December  27,  1838. 
To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works: 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  an  order  of  the  Board,  I  submit  the  following  state- 
ment respecting  the  public  works  under  my  control,  to  enable  the  Board  to  com- 
ply with  the  requisitions  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  present  session  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

The  public  works  contemplated  in  the  fifth  judicial  circuit  are,  the  Peoria 
and  Warsaw  railroad,  from  the  west  line  of  Peoria  county  to  Warsaw;  that 
part  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  between  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  rivers; 
and  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Illinois  river  through  this  circuit. 

That  part  of  the  Illinois  river  above  the  mouth  of  the  Sangamon  river  was, 
by  order  of  the  Board,  placed  under  the  joint  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  seventh  circuit  and  myself.  The  last -report  of  the  Board  to  the  Governor 
shows  the  progress  made  in  this  part  of  the  public  service. 

By  an  order  of  the  Board,  that  part  of  the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  railroad  lying 
in  the  sixth  judicial  circuit,  was  placed  under  my  control;  and,  by  an  order  made 
at  the  session  in  June  last,  that  part  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  in  the  fifth 
circuit  was  placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  first  circuit, 
so  that  the  operations  under  my  direction  embrace  the  whole  of  the  Peoria  and 
Warsaw  railroad,  and  that  part  of  the  Western  Cross  railroad  above  specified, 
previous  to  the  first  day  of  June  last. 

The  reports  of  the  Board  to  the  Governor,  which  are  in  possession  of  the 
Legislature,  show  the  progress  and  condition  of  these  works,  the  amount  of 
money  expended  on  each,  and  the  number  of  miles  let  on  each. 

By  schedules  numbered  1  and  2,  annexed  to  my  report  of  the  current  month, 
which  is  appended  to  the  last  report  of  the  Board,  it  appears  that  the  cost  of  the 
work  done  on  the  eastern  division  of  the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  road,  the  grading, 
bridging  and  masonry  of  which  are  let  to  contract,  being  12  miles  long,  is$41,964  41 

The  cost  of  work  to  be  done  on  the  same  -  -   51,524  07 


Making  the  cost  of  the  road-bed             -  -    93,488  48 

To  this  add,  for  12  miles  of  superstructure,  say  -  -    60,000  00 

Makes  the  whole  cost  of  the  road  -  -  153,488  48 

Being  an  average  per  mile  of               -  -  -  $12,790  70 
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The  cost  of  the  work  done  on  the  western  division  of  this  road,  is  $19,439  07 
The  cost  of  work  to  be  done  on  the  same  -  -      37,389  83 

Making  the  cost  of  the  road-bed 

Add,  for  12  miles  of  superstructure,  say 

Makes  the  whole  cost  of  the  road 

Being  an  average  per  mile  of 


■  56,828  90 

■  60,000  00 

-  116,828  90 

-  $9,735  74 


The  length  of  the  roads  as  ascertained  by  the  surveys,  the  estimated  expense 
of  constructing  the  same,  and  the  distance  between  each  point  named  in  the 
internal  improvement  act,  are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Board  above  alluded  to. 
The  amount  of  money  drawn  by  me  from  the  Fund  Commissioners,  the  aggre- 
gate amount  expended  by  me,  and  the  amount  expended  on  each  work,  are  given 
in  my  report  to  the  Board,  annexed  to  the  said  report. 

The  following  statement  will  show,  as  nearly  as  I  can  do  so  from  data  in  my 
possession  here,  the  different  purposes  for  which  money  has  been  expended  by 
me.  Vouchers,  specifying  for  what  purpose  all  moneys  were  paid,  have  been 
filed  in  the  Fund  Commissioners'  office  at  different  periods  of  time,  accompa- 
nied with  an  account  current.  This  statement  is  made  to  correspond  with 
those  returns. 

Expenditures  on  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
work  to  the  1st  December,  1837. 

Outfit  of  engineering  party 
Subsistence  of  the  same  •     - 

Pay  of  engineering  party,  proportion  of  agent  and 
Commissioner's  pay,  and  all  other  expenses 

From  1st  December,  1837,  to  1st  June,  1838. 
Pay  and  expenses  of  engineering  party 
Advertising  and  printing  blanks 
Instruments,  office  rent  for  engineers,  furniture, 

and  stationery  for  the  same 
Proportion  of  Commissioner's  pay     - 

From  1st  June  to  1st  August,  1838. 
Expenses  accruing  previous  to  the   1st  of  June — 

pay  and  expenses  of  engineering  party  -  731  89 

4,662  74 


$250  64 
383  62 

1,628  54 

$2,262  80 

1,313  00 

27  63 

252  42 

75  00 

1,668  05 
1 
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Expenditures  on  the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  Railroad,  from  the  commencement   of 
\the  work  to  1st  December,  1837. 


For  outfit  of  engineering  party,  being  wagon,  2  horses,   tents, 

blankets,  and  cooking  utensils 

- 

$571  58 

Pay  of  engineering  parties 

- 

2,231  60 

Subsistence  and  other  expenses  of  same 

- 

644  25 

Proportion  of  amount    paid   principal  engineer, 

agent,  and  Commissioner 

- 

558  55 

$4,005  98 

From  1st  December,  1837,  to  1st  March, 

1838. 

For  2  levels 

- 

230  00 

Rent  of  office  for  engineers,  fuel   and   stationery 

for  same 

- 

94  87 

Pay  and  expenses  of  engineering  parties 

includ- 

ing  subsistence 

- 

886  75 

Commissioner's  pay 

- 

125  00 

1,326  62 

From  1st  March  to  1st  June,  1838. 

Pay  and  subsistence  of  engineers 

. 

2,338  61 

Instruments 

- 

140  00 

Advertising  and  printing  blanks  . 

• 

55  12 

Contractors,  for  construction 

- 

2,127  02 

Commissioner's  pay  and  postage 

* 

.  127  81 

4,788  56 

From  1st  June  to  1st,  August,  1838. 

Paid  contractors,  for  construction 

9,199  76 

Pay  and  expenses  of  engineering 

1,640  45 

Printing 

9  00 

Pay  and  expenses  of  agent 

211  02 

, 

Expenses  in  procuring  right  of  way 

96  00 

Right  of  way 

346  67 

Commissioner's  pay 

155  00 

Principal  engineer's  salary 

1,300  00 

12,957  90 

From  1st  August  to  1st  September,  1838. 

Contractors,  for  construction 

. 

20,636  86 

Pay  and  expenses  of  engineering  parties 

- 

1,429  74 

Expenses  for  procuring  right  of  way 

- 

140  00 

Commissioners   pay 

■ 

75  00 

22,281  60 

From  1st  September  to  8th  November, 

1838. 

Contractors,  for  construction 

12,742  51 

Pay  and  expenses  of  engineering 

2,285  60 

Office  at  Warsaw 

450  00 

Right  of  way 

816  00 

Attorney's  fees 

50  00 

Rent  of  office  for  engineers,  and  printing 

42  50 

16,386  61 

61,747  27 
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Amount  brought  forward  -  -  -'     $61,747  27 

From  8th  November  to  1st  December,  1838. 

Contractors,  for  construction  -  -    $5,712  00 

Pay  and  expenses  of  engineering  parties  -  903  59 

Commissioner's  pay,  printing,  and  postage  -  162  97 

6,778  56 

68,525  83 
Amount  of  drafts  en  Fund  Commissioners  in  favor  of  contractors         6,699  74 


Amount  expended  up  to  1st  December,  1838         -  -       75,225  57 

Add  amount  expended  on  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  -         5,662  74 

Shows  the  whole  sum  expended  by  me  -  -       79,888  31 

The  only  building  erected  by  my  direction  is  an  engineer's  office  for  the 
Peoria  and  Warsaw  railroad,  at  the  town  of  Warsaw.  The  expense  of  this 
building  was  $450. 

The  next  information  required  by  the  resolutions,  is  of  the  number  and  salary 
of  engineers,  clerks,  and  agents  employed. 

A  principal  engineer  for  the  northern  engineering  district,  which  comprises 
the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh,  judicial  ciruits,  has  been  employed  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  public  works,  at  a  salary  of  $3,000  per  year;  a  proportion  of  his 
services  has  been  rendered  in  this  circuit,  and  a  part  of  his  salary  has  been 
paid  by  me. 

There  are  now  employed,  on  the  work  under  my  direction,  John  W.  Ingersoll, 
superintending  engineer  on  the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  railroad,  at  a  salary  of 
$1,500  dollars  per  annum; 

D.  E.  Bishop,  assistant,  on  the  eastern  division  of  the  same,  at  $3  50   per  day. 

Oliver  Smith,  on  same  -  2  00        do. 

Darius  Brown,  on  same  1  37J      do. 

Wm  N.  Grover,  assistant  on  the  western  division  of  the  same  3  75        do. 

Abial  N.  Fry,  on  same  2  25        do. 

In  making  the  maps,  plats,  and  estimates  for  that  part  of  the  road  which  was 
located  and  prepared  for  contract  during  the  last  summer: 

John  David,  assistant  engineer,  at  .  .         $3  00  per  day. 

C.  B.  Webster  .  .  .  2  50       do. 

J.  G.  Graham  .  .  .  2  00       do. 

The  engineering  parties  organized  since  the  commencement  of  the  works 
were  as  follows: 

First  Party. 

The  first  party  was  organized  about  the  first  of  June,  1837,  and  proceeded 
to  make  a  preliminary  survey  of  the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  railroad.  It  consisted 
of  John  W.  Ingersoll,  engineer,  at  a  salary  of  $1,500  00  per  annum. 

Wm.  N.  Grover,  levelier  •  .  3  00  per  day. 

Edson  Harkness,  surveyor  .  2  50         do. 

Rodman  .  .  .  1  50         do. 

1  chainman  and  1  teamster,  each  at  .  1  00         do. 

1  chainman  and  2  axemen,  each  .  20  00  per  month. 

The  survey  was  completed  about  the  16th  September,  when  the  party  was 
disbanded;  the  engineer,  leveller  and  surveyor  being  retained  to  make  the  neces- 
sary maps,  profiles,  and  estimates.  Mr.  Ingersoll  has  been  employed  ever  since 
as  above  stated. 


$1,500  00 

per  annum. 

3  00 

per  day. 

2  50 

do. 

2  00 

do. 

1  00 

do. 

1  12 

do. 

2  50 

do. 
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Second  Party. 
The  second  party  consisted  of 
William  H.  Seymour,  engineer,  at 

F.  A.  Nash,  leveller 
A.  R.  Parker,  surveyor 
2rodmen,each 

2  chainmen,  each 

1  cook 

Teamster  and  team 
This  party  commenced  a  preliminary  survey  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad 

between  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  rivers,  the  28th  August,  1837,  and  completed 
the  same  about  the  27th  of  October. 

Third  Party. 

The  next  party  was  organized  about  the  15th  January,  1838,  and  proceeded 
to  locate  and  prepare,  for  contract,  the  12  miles  of  the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  rail- 
road extending  from  Peoria,  which  was  ordered  by  the  Board  in  December, 
1337,  to  be  placed  under  contract.  This  service  was  completed  in  March. 
The  party  was  composed  of 

Edson  Harkness,  engineer,  at  $3  50  per  day,  including  subsistence. 

John  Davids  .  2  50  do. 

C.  B.  Webster  .  .       2  00  do. 

4  hands,  each  .  1  25  do. 

Fourth  Party. 

This  party  commenced  to  locate  and  prepare,  for  contract,  12  miles  extending 
from  Warsaw,  of  the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  railroad,  about  the  29th  January, 
1838.     Completed  the  same  early  in  April. 

William  N.  Grove r.  engineer,  at  $3  50  per  day,  including  subsistence.- 

A.  Fry  .  2  50  do. 

3  hands,  each  .  1  50  do. 

4  hands,  each  .  1  25  do. 

Fifth  Party. 

The  fifth  party  commenced  to  locate  and  prepare,  for  contract,  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad,  from  Quincy  to  Columbus,  about  the  22d  February,  1838,  and 
completed  that  service  about  the  20th  April.     It  was  composed  of 

A.  R.  Parker,  engineer,  at  .  .     $1,500  00  per  annum. 

Egbert  Dewey  .  .  3  50  per  day. 

G.  P.  Howell  .  .  3  00         do. 
W.  Raymonds                  .                     .                                    2  50         do. 

2  chainmen  and  1  axeman,  each  .  .  1  50         do. 

Sixth  Party 

The  sixth  party  was  organized  in  July,  to  make  the  final  location  of  the 
Peoria  and  Warsaw  railroad,  from  the  part  of  the  same  under  contract  to  Canton, 
and  about  the  same  distance  on  the  West  end.     It  was  made  up  of 

John  Davids,  engineer,  at  .  .  $3  00  per  day. 

C.  B.  Webster  .  .  .    .  2  00         do. 

John  G.  Graham      .         .  '        .       1  50    do. 

5  hands,  each       .         .         .       1  00    do. 

By  virtue  of  an  order  of  the  Board,  made  at  the  last  June  session,  this  party 
was  instructed  to  survey,  in  addition  to  the  direct  line  of  the  road,  a  route  through 
the  town  of  Farmington.  This  service  was  completed  early  in  October,  when 
the  party  was  disbanded. 
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At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board,  Samuel  Hackelton,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the 
Senate  of  this  State,  was  appointed  genera]  agent  for  the  Board  in  the  northern 
engineering  district,  and  his  compensation  fixed  at  $3  per  day.  I  have  paid  him, 
for  services  rendered  in  the  fifth  circuit,  the  sum  of  $696. 

The  amount  charged  and  received  by  me  for  services  as  Commissioner,  up  to 
first  day  of  the  current  month,  is  $980. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  expenses  that  have  accrued  for  surveying,  examining, 
or  locating,  previous  to  the  first  day  of  this  month,  that  remain  unpaid. 

The  following  sums  have  been  paid  to  the  persons  whose  names  are  set  oppo- 
site, for  the  right  of  way  for  the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  railroad: 


John  H.  Liske 

$86  67 

George  Woodruff 

. 

. 

200  00 

James  C.  Armstrong 

. 

. 

60  00 

Orin  Hamblin 

• 

.      . 

1,765  00 

On  the  award  of  the  circui 

t  court: 

H.  C.  Lewis               .     - 

, 

85  00 

A.  Moffat 

. 

731  00 

Awards  of  justices  of  the  peace  are  standing  unpaid  as  follows: 

In  favor  of  John  M.  Smith 

15  00 

In  favor  of  Mark  M.  Aiken 

45  00 

The  following  cases  are  stil 

pending  in  the  circuit  court: 

Peter  Bartlett,  justice's  award 

$25  00, 

appealed  by  State. 

Aloah  Moffatt 

150  00 

do. 

Andrew  Grey 

100  00 

do. 

James  Brown 

70  00 

do. 

James  Heaton 

200  00 

do. 

William  Mitchell 

150  00 

do. 

Mark  M.  Aiken 

100  00 

do. 

Henry  Wilson 

50  00 

do. 

Edward  T.  Nowland 

25  00 

do. 

Heirs  of  Elizabeth  Sharp 

173  31 

Heirs  of  Isaac  Walters 

13  00 

4  other  cases,  owners  unknown,  each  20  00 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOEL  WRIGHT, 
Commissioner  B.  P.  W.,  Fifth  Judicial  Circuit. 
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REPORT 


THE  COMMISSIONER  OF  THE  SIXTH  JUDICIAL  CIRCUIT. 


February  12,  1839. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Commissioner  of  the  sixth  judicial  circuit, 
has  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  statement,  in  order  that  the  Board 
may  be  enabled  to  answer  the  call  of  the  honorable  the  Legislature,  for 
information  more  in  detail  than  is  required  in  their  semi-annual  report, 
to  wit:  No  expense  has  or  will  be  incurred  in  procuring  the  right  of 
way  in  this  circuit.  Except  in  a  very  small  portion,  most  of  the  land 
belongs  to  the  General  Government,  and  the  right  of  way  is  secured  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  if  used  for  that  purpose  previous  to  its  sale  to  indi- 
viduals. 

I  know  of  no  violation  of  the  forty-seventh  section  of  the  internal 
improvement  law.  I  have  paid  nothing  for  clerks  or  agents.  The  liabil- 
ities for  about  one-third  of  the  disbursements  made  by  me  for  engi- 
neering and  incidental  expenses  accrued  previous  to  my  appointment. 
The  annexed  tabular  statement,  marked  A,  will  exhibit  to  whom,  for 
what  object,  and  the  amount  disbursed.  Table  B  will  show  the  number 
and  salary  of  the  several  engineers  up  to  the  first  day  of  December, 
1838,  many  of  whom  were  discharged  previous  to  and  at  that  date.  I 
have  since  found  that  their  number  could  be  reduced  without  det- 
riment to  the  State,  and  have  given  orders  accordingly.  From  the 
experience  I  have  had  in  this  office,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  engineer- 
ing expenses  are  more  liable  than  any  other  to  be  increased  to  an 
unreasonable  extent;  and  that  in  many  instances  more  strict  attention 
will  become  necessary  in  order  to  produce  economy  in  that  branch  of 
expenditures.  Table  C,  annexed,  will  give  my  account  with  the  Board 
of  Fund  Commissioners. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  DIXON, 
Commissioner  of  the  Sixth  Judicial  Circuit. 
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A. 

DISBURSEMENTS  made'  by  John  Dixon,  Acting  Commissioner  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  up  to  the  4th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1838,  on  the  Central  Railroad  in  the  Sixth  Judicial  Circuit,  including 
the  expense  for  surveying  the  whole,  and  locating  a  portion  east  of  the  Rocky 
Ford. 


Date. 

To  whom  paid. 
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1838. 

Aug.  14 

A.  &  D.  Dougherty 

$1,935  52 

14 

Dwinn,  Dunn  &  Rnygan 

505  41 

' 

14 

Hunkins  &  Carmichael 

1,753  96 

14 

Power  &  Passmore 

1,560  68 

14 

Hunkins  &  Carmichael 

941  83 

14 

Orrin  Hamlin 

1,151  62 

14 

Dwinn,  Dunn  &  Raygan 

273  30 

14 

James  Power 

894  39 

14 

Same 

286  75 

14 

Beaty  &  Power 

935  46 

14 

Same 

330  55 

14 

Denison  &  White 

1,041  02 

14 

W.  B.  Gilbert 

- 

- 

$166  66 

14 

C.  A.  Barton 

- 

- 

100  00 

14 

H.  G.  Gilbert 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

$52  00 

14 

A.  H.  Taggart 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

26  00 

14 

H.  Barlow 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

26  00 

14 

Wm.  Bennett 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

26  00 

14 

W.  B.  Gilbert 

_ 

_ 

_ 

$20  00 

14 

Lore  zo  Stacy 
Daniel  Shinkle 

_ 

$3  62 

14 

_■ 

12  34 

14 

C.  Staller 

_ 

3  00 

14 

E.  Spratt 

_ 

29  09 

14 

John  Henry 

_ 

12  50 

14 

J.  L.  Gregory 

- 

18  93 

14 

A.  M'Cormick 

_ 

2  34 

14 

P.  H.  Ogilvie 

_ 

_ 

100  00 

14 

VV.  H.  Lyon 

- 

_ 

65  00 

21 

B.  V.  Stephenson 

- 

_ 

32  50 

21 

E.  Andrews 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

34  00 

21 

W.  Brown 

_ 

$77  50 

_ 

_ 

5  00 

21 

P.  Henrick 

_ 

_ 

_ 

26  00 

21 

Samuel  Jemison 

_ 

3  75 

21 

L.  Brush 

_ 

3  00 

21 

M.  Wadleigh 

_ 

_ 

78  00 

21 

H.  Wing 

_ 

_ 

72  00 

21 

E.  Andrews 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

18  00 

21 

G.  H.  Hubble 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

20  00 

F.  H.  Burroughs 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

26  00 

A.  L.  Porter 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2  00 

A.  L.  Bull 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

2  00 

Wm.  Brown 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

10  00 

John  Wilson 

_ 

33  13 

W.  P.  Burroughs 

_" 

25  13 

J.  Winters 

_ 

_ 

_ 

36  00 

M.  F.  Truett 

_ 

19  11 

O.  Preston 

_ 

1  75 
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1838. 

Ang.  21 

C.  Bruikner 

$4  75 

C.  Kenkle 

3  50 

G.  W.  Harrison 

2  00 

J.  B.  Barr 

2  00 

N.  Wade 

3  00 

John  Dowling 

1  25 

J.  D.  Winters 

2  00 

Joseph  Pearsons 

_ 

- 

$100  00 

M.  F.  Truett 

_ 

_ 

_ 

$13  37 

Hooper,  Peck  &  Scales 

_ 

_ 

_ 

17  25 

A.  Blanc,  for  office  rent 

_ 

_ 

_ 

100  00 

P.  H.  O-ilvie 

- 

$100  00 

W.  H.  Lyon 

_ 

67  50 

P.  Henrick 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

$27  00 

James  Beaty 

4  75 

Benson  Hunt 

5  00 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1  00 

N.  Crane 

5i>  25 

_ 

3  00 

W.  B.  Gilbert 

_ 

166  66 

C.  A.  Burton 

_ 

100  00 

H.G.Gilbert 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

54  00 

A.  H.  Taggart 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

27  00 

H.  Barlow 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

27  00 

W.  Bennet 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

27  00 

J.  D.  Carpenter 

35  00 

_ 

5  00 

James  Ryan 

1  12* 

D.  Shinkle 

2  61 

A.  B.  Moson 

6  77 

_ 

1  00 

T.  R.  Rice 

1  25 

John  Henry 

7  37 

W.  Bennet 

_ 

_ 

2  00 

James  Pratt 

4  00 

L.  Stacy 

2  25 

Daniel  Gregory 

9  96 

A.  Hathaway 

9  G3 

W.  B.  Gilbert 

11  25 

_ 

20  00 

Kept.   7 

M.  Wadlcisrh      ' 

_ 

81  00 

G.  W.  Clarke 

_ 

33  00 

H.  Wing 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

54  00 

E.  Andrews 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

54  00 

G.  H.  Hubble 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

54  00 

F.  H.  Burroughs 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

27  00 

A.  L.  Porter 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

27  00 

A.  L.  Bull 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

27  00 

Smith,  Journey  &  Co. 

37  1 

John  Anking 

2  65 

Samuel  Preston 

1  44 

W.  B.  Gilbert 

12  00 

_ 

_ 

8  50 

J.  D.  Winters 

_ 

_ 

12  00 

F.  R.  Dutcher 

21  00 

t 

N.  Shoemaker 

4  00 

B.  Hammond 

3  91 

V.  A.  Bogue 

8  50 

|  Daniel  Richeson 

1  56 

|  J.  B.  Sims 

3  22 
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Date. 


To  whom  paid. 


J.  J.  Caswell 
F.  A.  Nash 
J.  L.  Hooker 
J.  H.  Hatch 
John  Robson 
Edward  Rose 
James  M'Inierfer 
VV.  H.  Seymour 
Henry  Nelson 

F.  A.  Nash 
J.  L.  Hooker 

Same 
John  Robson 

G.  H.  Hatch 
E.  Rose 

J  as.  M'Interfer 
H.  Nelson 
W.  B.  Gilbert 
C.  A.  Burton 
H.  G.  Gilbert 
A.  H.  Taggart 
H.  Barlow 
John  Lent 
S.  D.  Carpenter 
W.  B.  Gilbert 
W.  H.  Seymour 
P.  H.  Ogi'lvie 
W.  H.  Lyon 
Wm   Schlatter 
P.  Henrick 
W.  Crane 
O.  Hamlin 
Power  &  Passmore 
Beaiy&.  Power 
Dcnison  &  White 
Power  &  Passmore 
O.  Hamlin 
Beaty  &  Power 
Dcnison  &  White 

Same 
Ilunkins  &  Carmichael 
Dwinn,  Dunn  &.  Raygan 
James  Power 
Carsoi',  Dean  &.  Co. 
H.  H.  Houghton,  for  printin 
W.  H.  Seymour, 
Beity  &  Power 
Hunkins  &  Carmichael 
O.  Hamlin 

Same 
Denison  &  White 

Same 
Hunkins  &  Carmichael 
Dwinn,  Dunn  &,  Kaygan 
A.  G.  fe.  Wight 


Si 


$2  50 


62  99 


- 

G90  20 

948  60 

245  17 

315  65 

645  58 

3! 6  03 

138  92 

402  11 

2,219  31 

1.213  83 

66  03 


293  13 

184  51 

602  70 

1,039  33 

70  25 

180  75 

596  56 

53  73 

5,300  18 


S  o 


1  50 
54  00 


117  23 


$166  CG 
100  00 


100  00 
6-2  50 
50  00 


0J 


672  45 


166  66 


=  3 


$18  31 
31  00 
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1838. 

tfov.    1 

F.  A.  Nash 

$37  50 

J.  L.  Hooker 

$30  00 
15  00 
15  00 
15  00 

17  00 

John  Robson 
S.  H.  Hatch 
Edward  Rose 
James  M'Interfer 
Henry  Nelson 
W  H.  Seymour 

$42  05 

41  66 

$37  50 

- 

G.  W.  Clarke 

81  00 

H.  Wing 

1 

54  00 

E.  Andrews 
G.  H.  Hubble 

F.  II.  Bui-oughs 
J.  L.  Porter 

A.  L.  Bull 

S.  Preston 

Smith,  Journey  &  Co. 

S.  Gilbraith 

T.  M'Cabe 

22  93 
5  18 

7  56 

10  00 

$1  80 

54  00 
54  00 
27  00 
27  00 
27  00 
27  00 

"W .  P.  Burroughs,  fuel 

7  67 

2  00 

J.  H.  Morgan 

3  37£ 

N.  Shoemaker 

6  8li 

O.  W.  Kellogg 

11  87£ 

D.  Grant 

6  24 

M.  F.  Truett 

8  73 

W.  Brown 

S.  M.  Bowman  &  Co. 

27  56 

- 

4  50 

B.  Stuart 

4  13 

O.  R.  Anking 

8  50 

1  25 

J.  Gee 

A.  R.  Rooble 

5  34 
4  25 

- 

5  00 

S.  Fellows 

4  68 

50 

P.  Shoemaker 

S.  M.  Bowman  &  Co. 

6  18 
2  13 

- 

- 

3  32 

A.  W.  Hughs 

1  63 

W.  B.  Gilbert 

166  66 

20  00 

A.  H.  Taggart 
H.  Barlow 
H.  G.  Gilbert 
S.  D.  Carpenter 

33  00 

- 

_ 

27  00 
27  00 
54  00 

H.  G.  Gilbert,  fuel 
P.  Gregory 

59  00 

- 

- 

3  35 

G.  W.  Clarke 

75  50 

H.Wing 

_ 

50  00 

E.  Andrews 
G.  H.  Hubble 

F.  H.  Burroughs 
W.  Porter 

A.  L.  Bull 
M  Snath 
Seth  Preston 

11  95 

- 

- 

50  00 
50  00 
25  00 
25  00 
25  00 
20  00 
6  00 

Samuel  Preston 

2  50 

V.  A.  Bogue 

- 

1  50 
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To  whom  paid, 


H.  Downing 

F.  R.  Dutcher    . 

A.  Downing 
M.  Shoemaker 

G.  W.  Clark 
Bowen  &  Eason 
P.  H.  Ogilvie 
W.  H.  Lyon 

B.  V.  Sieohensoa 
Wm.  Schlatter 
P.  Henrick 

A.  Boyd 
J.  D.  Crois 
Asher  Edgerton 
Stephens  <&-  Brown 
Denison  <Sc  White 
Beaty  &,  Power 

Same 
Dwinn,  Dunn  &  Co. 
Hunkins  &  Carmichael 

Same 
Orrin  Hamlin 
Cady  &  Wilson 
Denison  &  White 
Power  &  Beaty 
O.  Hamlin 
P.  H.  Ogilvie 
W.  H.  Lyon 

B.  V.  Stepehnson 
A.  Boyd 

John  Emmonds 
Salmon  Peckam 
Moses  L.  Mahaffer 
P.  Henrick 
John  M'Gregor 
A.  Edgerton 
Leonard  Goss 
John  Lowell 

F.  Falls 
H.  O.  Hull 

A.  Pierce 

B.  Dennison 

G.  W.  Clarke 
H.  Wing 

E.  Andrews 
G.  H.  Hubble 

F.  H.  Burroughs 
A  L.  Porter 

A.  L.  Bull 

Seth  Preston 

John  Wilson 

F.  R.  Dutcher,  transportation 

E.  Andrews 


$69  20 
TjO  27 
.52  65 
116  00 
72<S  66 
137  68 
517  70 
286  88 

I  338  83 
187  81 
199  51 


$2  25 

6  25 

5  00 

. 

1  25 

5  54 

- 

49  70 

- 

$100  00 

- 

67  50 

12  00 


52  38 
131  31 


100  00 
65  00 
57  50 


12  00 

6  00 

16  75 

4  50 

2  75 

31  37 

14  00 

_ 

78  00 

- 

52  00 

$11  00 


7  25 
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Date. 

To  whom  paid. 

m 
B 

O 

o 
0 

ri 

a 

_  a 
§1 

0 

N 

m  6 

a  t»s 

E  S 

a 
2  * 

»-  o 

) 

"o 

C3 

c  a 

•    s  s 

% 

6  " 
£ 

c 

E 

B 

1838. 

Dec.     1 

M.  Wadleigh 

_ 

- 

$147  00 

$8  12 

1 

W.  Rath  bone                          «- 

. 

$5  06 

1 

W.Olosjher 

i 

- 

147  00 

1 

VV.  B.  Gilbert 

. 

- 

166  66 

1 

C.  A.  Burton 

. 

35  00 

100  00 

1 

H.  G.  Gilbert , 

- 

- 

. 

$52  00 

1 

A.  H.  Taugart 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26  00 

1 

H.  Barlow 

. 

- 

. 

- 

13  00 

1 

S.  D.  Carpenter 

- 

51  00 

1 

II.  G.  Gilbert,  fuel 

. 

- 

. 

4  50 

1 

]Sl.  Hinckley 

- 

33  71 

* 

1 

W.  B.  Gilbert 

. 

- 

- 

20  00 

1 

John  Dixon,  salary 

$485  00 
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A — Continued. 

DISBURSEMENTS  made  by  John  Dixon,  Acting  Commissioner  for  the  Sixth 
Judicial  Circuit,  up  to  the  4th  day  of  December,  1838,  for  the  Rock  River 
Impro  cement. 


£ 

c 

I 

2 

01 

n, 

03 

°  £ 

a 

a 

o 

5  £> 

Date. 

To  whom  paid. 

c 
.2 

o 

O 

a 

JO 

-J 

00 

8  a 

„    o 

CO  •« 

3 

o 

TO    S 

c  § 
S  a 

P, 

p 

Ol 

a  « 

>i 

to 

E 

p 

o 

C 

'So 

a 

.c 

o 
O 

s 

a 

a 

Eh 

a 

(-3 

1838. 

Au?.  14 

A.  Blanc 

- 

- 

- 

- 

$166  66 

$26  50 

$194  00 

14 

0.  Blanc 

- 

- 

. 

- 

104  00 

14 

E.  Gilbert 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

. 

. 

$52 

14 

B  L.  Turnbull 

- 

_ 

- 

. 

- 

_ 

3  00 

26 

14 

J.  C.  Dinnies 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

8  67 

14 

Crowell  &.  Wilson 

- 

_ 

_ 

$18  00 

14 

S.  Johnston 

- 

_ 

. 

27  63 

14 

O.  Blanc 

- 

_ 

. 

. 

. 

65  50 

14 

J.  P.  Dixon 

_ 

- 

. 

- 

18  00 

14 

J.  Merrill 

. 

_ 

_ 

4  75 

14 

A.  Blanc 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

166  66 

14 

0.  Blanc 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

104  00 

14 

E.  Gilbert 

. 

_ 

_ 

. 

. 

. 

_ 

52 

14 

F.  Shiot 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

25 

14 

0.  Blanc 

- 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

13  50 

14 

Daniel  Hawes 

. 

_ 

_ 

49  00 

14 

G.  Vandruff 

- 

_ 

. 

. 

13  50 

14 

R.  Wells 

- 

_ 

_ 

34  00 

14 

Hooper,  Peck  &  Scales 

_ 

- 

. 

- 

_ 

C  00 

Sept.   1 

A.  Blanc 

- 

_ 

- 

. 

166  66 

I 

V      1 

O.  Blanc 

- 

_ 

. 

_ 

108  00 

10  00 

1 

E.  D.  Gilbert 

_ 

__  _ 

. 

_ 

'  _ 

54 

1 

F.  Shiot 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

27 

1 

Crowell  &  Wilson 

- 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

7  50 

1 

S.  Gilbraith 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

16  00 

1 

Daniel  Hawes 

. 

_ 

_ 

77  00 

1 

J.  Castle,  skiff 

. 

_ 

$18  00 

1 

0.  Blanc 

_ 

_ 

_ 

166  66 

1 

E.  D.  Gilbert 

_ 

_ 

_v 

. 

. 

. 

_ 

50 

1 

F.  Shiot 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

. 

., 

, 

25 

1 

L.  Gregory,  office  rent 

_ 

22  95 

1 

Dauiel  Hawes 

. 

_ 

_ 

51  48 

Aug.    4 

Sterling,  Mix  &  Co. 

- 

$945  54 

4 

Dutcher,  Keyhoe  &  Co. 

485  00 

Sept.   1 

Sterling,  Mix  &.  Co. 

_ 

2,434  71 

Nov.    1 

O.  Blanc 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

166  66 

1 

E.  Gilbert 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

. 

. 

_ 

54 

1 

F.  Shiot 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

. 

_ 

27 

1 

D.  Hawes 

_ 

_ 

_ 

53  00 

1 

D.  R.  Wilcox 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

9  50 

1 

W.  R.  Newton 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

. 

8  00 

1 

A  Muster 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3  00 

Dec.     1 

O.  Blanc 

- 

_ 

_ 

. 

166  66 

27  50 

1 

E.  Gilbert 

. 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

. 

. 

52 

1 

Wythe,  Collard  &  Co. 

_ 

. 

. 

_ 

. 

_ 

2 

1 

D.  Hawes 

- 

_ 

_ 

34  00 

Oct.     1 

Sterling,  Mix  &  Co. 

. 

662  49 

Nov.    7 

Same 

- 

1,335  82 

104 


fc  oS 


1 

PS 

Left  fervice  November  1,  1838. 

Left  service  December  1.  18.38. 
Left  service  August     12^  1838 
Left  service  November  1,  1838. 
Left  service  November  1,  1838. 

Left  service  September  20, 1838. 
Employed  in  office  as  draftsman. 
Left  service  September  1,  1838. 

-d 

hi 

PL, 

a 

0) 

0) 
Em 

C  o 

$833  33 
400  00 
500  00 
327  50 

90  00 
306  00 
228  00 
192  00 

62  00 
147  00 

208  32 
37  50 

s 
,5 

o 

o 

$500  00 
316  00 
500  00 

3 

PL, 

ooooooo                    o 

iftmomooo                   o 

.    .    .  o!  ct  n  k  in  «  n   .    ,    .    .  t* 

H2 

$2,000  00 
1,200  00 
1,200  00 

2,000  00 
1,200  00 
2,000  00 
2,000  00 

-a 

>-> 
^o 

H, 
S 

09 

c 

Ol 
> 

From  July  1,   1838,   to  Dec.  1,  1838 
;'      July  1,    1838,   to  Nov.  1,  1838 
"      July  1,    1838,   to  Dec.  1,  1838 
"      July  1,    1838,   to  Dec.  1,  J  838 
"      July  1,    1838,  to  Aug.  12, 1838 
«      July  1,    1838,   to  Dec.  1,  1838 
"      July  1,    1838,   to  Oct.    7,  1838 
"      Aug.  24,1838,   to  Dec.  1,  1838 
"      Aug.  24, 1838,  to  Sept.  20,  1838 

49  days              -                     -            - 
"      June  1  to  Sept.  1                      - 
"     June  1  to  Sept.  1                      - 
"      Sept.  1  to  Dec.  1 

1{  month            -                     - 

9b  days                -                     -            - 

|                j 

m 

hi 

V 

OJ 

s 
3) 

a 

3 

i 

a 

a 
5 

W.  B.  Gilbert 
C.  A.  Burton 
P.  G.  Ogilvie 
Wm.  H.Lyon 
B.  V.  Stephenson     - 
Milton  Wadleigh    - 
Henry  Wing 
G.  W.  Clarke 
Wm.  Schlatter 
W.  Clogher 
Amede  Blanc 
Octave  Blanc 

Same 
W.  H.  Seymour      - 
F.  A.  Nash 
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ABSTRACT  of  vouchers  returned  to  the  Fund  Commissioners  by  John  Dixon, 
Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  the  Sixth  Judicial  Circuit. 


Date. 

To  whom  and  for  what  paid. 

o 

o 

>  m 
o  3 
6 
to 

Amount. 

Central  Railroad. 

1838. 

Aug.      14 

J.  &  D.  Dougherty,  on  estimate 

1 

$1,935  52 

14 

Devine  &  Co.,  on  estimate 

2 

505  41 

14 

D.  Hunkins  &  Carmichael,  on  estimate 

3 

1,759  96 

14 

J.  Brown  &  Passmore,  on  estimate 

4 

1,560  68 

14 

Hunkins/&  Carmichel,  on  estimate 

5 

941  83 

14 

Orrin  Hamlin,  on  estimate 

6 

1,151  62 

14 

M.  Devin  &  Co.,  on  estimate 

7 

273  30 

14 

James  Power,  on  estimate 

8 

894  S2 

14 

Same,        on  estimate 

9 

286  75 

14 

J.  Beaty  &  J.  Power,  on  estimate 

10 

935  46 

14 

Same                     on  estimate 

11 

330  55 

14 

B.  Denison  &  J.   White,  on   estimate 

12 

1,041  02 

21 

Pay  Roll  of  July  and  vouchers  therewith 

13 

351  63 

14 

Do.            W.  G.  Gilbert,  do. 

14 

502  47 

21 

P.  H.vOgilvie,  pay  roll  and  vouchers 

15 

346  83 

21 

Joseph  Pearsons,  for  oxen  and  chain     . 

18 

100  00 

Sept.       1 

C.  A.  Burton,  pay  roll  for  August 

16 

520  874 

1 

P.  H.  Ogilve,  pay  roll  for  August 

17 

260  65 

7 

Power  &  Passmore,  on  estimate 

19 

948  60 

7 

0.  Hamlin,  on  estimate 

20 

690  20 

7 

Beaty  &c  Powers,  by  0,  Hamlin,  estimate 

21 

245  17 

7 

Denison  &  White,  on  estimate 

22 

345  65 

7 

H.  H.  Houghton,  for  printing 

23 

31  00 

Aug.     22 

A.  Blanc,  for  office  rent 

24 

100  00 

21 

Hooper,  Peck  &  Scales,  for  stationery 

25 

17  25 

21 

M.  F.  Truett,  for  stationery 

26 

13  37 

16,090  181 

Rock  River  Improvement. 

14 

A.  Blanc,  pay  roll  for  June 

27 

$484  21 

14 

Same,    pay  roll  for  July 

28 

678  16 

Sept.       1 

Same,    pay  roll  for  August 

29 

484  41 

1 

Sterling,  Mix  &.  Co.,  on  estimate 

30 

2,424  71 

Aug.      22 

Hooper,  Peck  &  Scales,  one  journal 

31 

6  00 

25 

Key  hoe,  Laverty&Dutcher,  on  contract 
Central  Railroad. 

32 

485  00 

4,562  49 

Oct.         1 

James  Power,  on  estimate 

33 

$66  03 
2,219  31 

Hunkins  &  Carmichael,  on  estimate 

34 

Power  &  Passmore,  on  estimate 

35 

645  58 

Orrin  Hamlin,  on  estimate 

36 

316  03 

Dunn  &  Raygan,  on  estimate 

37 

1,213  83 

Nov.        1 

Orrin  Hamlin,  on  estimate 

38 

602  70 

Sept.        7 

Beaty  &  Power,  on  estimate 

39 

138  92 

Oct.         1 

Beaty,  Denison  &  White,  on  estimate 

40 

417  80 

Same,                             on  estimate 

41 

402  11 

Not.       1 

Same,                             on  estimate 

42 

180  75 

1 

Hunkins  &  Carmichael,  on  estimate 

43 

184  51 

1  ' 

Denison  &  White,  on  estimate 

44 

70  25 
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Date. 

To  whom  and  for  what  paid. 

o 

3 
O   ^ 

c 
6 

Amount. 

1838. 

Central  Railroad — Continued. 

N 

ov.        1 

Orrin  Hamlin,  on  estimate 

45 

$1,039^33 

Hunkins  &  White,  on  estimate 

46 

596  58 

Beaty  &  Power,  on  estimate 

47 

293  13 

0 

ct.       23 

Carson,  Dean  &  Co.,  supplies 

48 

690  45 

s 

?pt.       1 

M.  Wadleigh  and  party,  pay  roll 

49 

455  64 

o 

ct.         1 

G.  W.  Clarke  and  party,  pay  roll 

50 

438  31 

Same,                            pay  roll 

51 

522  144 

W.  H.  Seymour,  pay  roll  lor  October     . 

52 

209  05 

Same,            supplies 

53 

226  50 

Same,            pay  roll  for  August  and  September    . 

54 

280  00 

Same,            pay  roll 

55 

166  66 

Same,            provisions 

56 

62  99 

Same,            sundry  payments 

57 

117  23 

15 

Same,            services  as  engineer 

58 

41  66 

26 

Wm.  Brown,  services 

59 

10  00 

P.  H.  Ogilvie  and  party,  pay  roll  for  September 

60 

303  50 

C.  A.  Burton  and  party,  pay  roll  for  September 

61 

442  16 

Same,                           pay  roll  for  October 

62 

389  91 

P.  H.  Ogilvie  and  party,  pay  roll  for  October 
Rock  River  Improvement. 

63 

378  00 

13,121  064 

A 

ug.       1 

Sterling,  Mix  &  Co.,  on  estimate 

64 

$945  54 

0 

ft.         1 

Same,                     on  estimate 

65 

662  49 

1 

0.  Blanc  &  party,  pay  roll  for  September 

66 

332  59 

1 

Same,                pay  roll  for  October 
Central  Railroad. 

67 

314  16 

2,254  78 

N 

ov.     26 

A.  G.  S.  Wight,  on  estimate 

68 

$5,300  18 

26 

T.  Dunn  &  Co.,  on  estimate 

69 

116  00 

26 

Hunkins  &  Carmichael,  on  estimate 

70 

728  €6 

26 

Same,                        on  estimate 

71 

137  68 

26 

0.  Hamlin,  on  estimate 

72 

517  70 

26 

Dunn,  Raygan  &  Co.,  estimate 

73 

53  73 

26 

Cady  &,  Wilson,  on  estimate 

74 

286  88 

26 

Beaty  &  Power,  on  estimate 

75 

152  65 

26 

Same,            on  estimate 

76 

360  27 

26 

Same,            on  estimate 

77 

187  81 

26 

O.  Hamlin,  on  estimate 

78 

199  51 

26 

Denison  &  White,  on  estimate 

79 

338  83 

26 

Same,                  on  estimate 

80 

69  20 

26 

Stephens  &  Brown,  instruments               .                     '   . 

81 

11  00 

D 

;c.        1 

M.  Wadleigh,  for  services  in  office 

82 

147  00 

William  Clogher,  for  services  in  the  office 

83 

147  00 

P.  H.  Ogilvie  and  party,  pay  roll 

84 

373  12 

G.  W.  Clarke  and  party,  pay  roll 

85 

495  62 

C.  A.  Burton  and  party 

86 

501  81 

Compensation  as  Commissioner 

87 

485  00 

10,609  71 

REPORT 
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ABSP^N?W  °l  TClT  Jeturned  h  E.  Peck,  Commissioner  of  the  Bot 
Pubhc  Works  for  the  Seventh  Judicial  Circuit  of  the  State  of  fliol 


Date. 


To  whom  and  for  what  paid. 


1837. 
March 
April 


No.  I.- 


May 


June 


July 


Augi 


15 

23 

24 

it    3 

23 

23 

October 

November 

17 
17 
17 

17 
17 
17 
17 


December 
30 
1838. 
January 

20 

20 

31 

1837. 

Nov.      20 

1838. 
March 


■Abstract  oj  vouchers  returned  December  6,  1837 

Six  days'  services,  and  30  days  in  April 
postage  on  letter  from  President 

rinfw™   d°'    ff°m  ?"  Woodmmh>  assistant  en- 
One  day  with  engineer 
Cash  paid  for  printing  pay  rolls 
Postage  on  letter,  W.  E.  Starr 
Posra^e,      do.        M.  K.  Alexander 
Postage,      do.       A.  R.  Parker 
Cash  paid  J.  Seymour,  engineer 
Cash  paid      same 
Six  days'  time 

Fourteen  days  attending  meeting  of  the  Board 
1  wo  days'  time 
Postage  paid 

C?io\r\tc*  Hackleton'  for  camP  equipage,  provi 

Postage  on  letters  and  papers  - 

Two  days'  time 

Postage'on  letter  from  E.  Willard      - 

Cash  on  pay  roll  for  June  and  July 

Eight  days'  time  in  July  . 

Postage  on  letter  from  M.  M'Connel 

Saliry  to  H.  P.  Wootlworth,  engineer 

Pay  roll  for  August,  Woodwork's  party 

Eleven  days'  time  -  . 

S.  F.  Gale,  for  stationery  and  pay  roll  and  engi- 
neers' expenses  -  .    •  s 

Paid  J.  Seymour,  principal  engineer,  and  for  wood 

Paul  for  instruments,  12  &  13,  King,  Walker  &  Co. 

raid  h.  r.  Wootlworth,  see  vouchers  15  &  16  for 
salary,  &c. 

Paid  A.  Calhou-,  for  desk  and  table  I 

Fifteen  days'  time 

S.  Hackleton,  for  services  and  expenses  as  a°-ent    - 
Cash  paid  R.  Freeman,  for  services  with  engineer- 
ing party.  .  ° 


May 


No.  2.— Abstract  of  vouchers  returned  June  7.  1838. 
To  cash  paid — 
Pay  Roll,  for  November  and  December 
H.  P.  Woodworth,  assistant  engineer,  for  services 

Pay  Roll,  for  January,  1838 

W.  H.  Seymour,  for  instruments  for  office  I 

H.  P.  Woodworth,  do. 

Same,  levelling  instruments  I 

Same,  services  as  engineer 

Dewey  &  Jones,  for  chairs  for  engineers 

Pay  Roll,  for  the  month  of  March 
Pay  Roll,  for  the  month  of  February 
King,  Walker  &  Co.,  for  instruments,  &c 


Vouch- 
ers. 


8&9 
10  &  H 

14 


17 
19  &  20 

21 
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ABSTRACTS— Con  tinued. 

ate. 

i 

To  whom  and  for  what  paid. 

Vouch- 
ers. 

Amount. 

- 

No.  2 — Continued. 

38. 

. 

To  cash  paid — 

1 

A.  W.  Fullerton,  for  rent  of  office 

16 

$48  00 
11  00 

23 

Albany  Argus,  for  advertising  to  contractors 

18 

'     18 

John  Wemworth,  for  priming  blanks 

19 

94  50 

4 

J.  S.  MlCracken,  for  printing 

20 

10  50 

4 

Pay  Roll,  lor  November  and  December,  1837 

21 

260  00 

«    t 

Pay  Roll,  for  January,  1838 

22 

135  00 

Twenty-five  days'  services  in  December,  1837 

125  00 

4 

Twenty                  do.                  January,     1838 

. 

120  00 

4 

Eighteen               do.                 February,   1838 

90  00 

4 

Twenty-two          do.                  May,      '      1838 

„ 

110  00 

K 

A.  R.  Parker  and  others,  expenses  travelling 

9 

92  00 

S.  F.  Gale,  for  stationery 

8 

39  52 

19 

Sydney  Abell,  P.  M.  for  bill  of  postage 

11 

31  37 

19 

William  Thompson,  for  wood 

10 

4  50 

29 

H.  P.  Woodworth,  for  services  as  engineer 

No.  3. — Abstract  of  vouchers  returned  Sept.  27,  1838. 

14 

300  00 

$2,498  70 

To  cash  paid — 

1     18 

L.  Lewis,  for  board  of  engineering  party 

1 

$130  88 

7 

D.  S.  Dewey,  for  instruments 

2 

5  00 

25 

F.  Mills,  for  services  of  self  and  team 

3 

31  50 

32 

W.  H.  Seymour,  for  provisions,  furniture,  &c. 

4&5 

121  72 

7 

George  Holton,  for  stationery 

6 

6  75 

1 

Commissioner,  for  9  days'  services     - 

45  00 

21 

B,  C»ville,  for  services 

7&8 

44  87 

25 

H.  P.  Woodworth,  for  expense,  board,  &c. 

9 

86  55 

28 

T.  B.  Ransom,  for  provisions  and  sundry  expenses 

10 

197  58 

13 

F.  Mills,  for  services  of  self  and  team 

11 

42  00 

;     19 

Throy  &  M'Cally,  for  drawing  table  and  bench 

12 

7  00 

1     30 

Commissioner,  3U  days'  time  in  June 

150  00 

1 

Pay  Roll  in  April,  W.  H.  Seymour's  party 

13 

248  00 

Pay  Roll  in  May,                   do. 

14 

301  00 

fcJune 

Pay  Roll  in  June,                    do. 

15 

290  00 

Pay  Roll  in  June,  T.  B  Ransom's  party 

16 

591  00 

25 

H.  P.  Woodworth,  for  salary,  board,  &c. 

17 

1,227  00 

3,l 

Commissioner,  31  days'  time  in  July 

155  00 

16 

Manville  &  Co.,  contractors,  per  estimate 

18 

249  55 

25 

Loyd  Stearns,  for  1  sorrel  mare 

19 

81  50 

1 

Harkness  &  Bigelow,  contractors,  per  estimate 

20 

513  76 

1 

W,  H.  Seymour,  services  as  assistant  engineer 

21 

83  33 

Pay  Roll  lor  July,  Ransom  and  Seymour's  party     - 

22  &  23 

533  00 

1 

W.  H.  Seymour,  expenses  of  party,  June  and  July 

24  &  25 

173  06 

30 

A.  Bells,  for  provisions,  stationery,  <Scc. 

26  to  36 

42  66 

1G 

Huntington  &  Raymond,  bdl  for  provisions 

37 

5  43 

16 

Mrs.  Mathena,  for  eggs 

38 

1  15 

i        8 

Wrn.  Kelly,  for  flower,  butter,  eggs,  &c. 

39 

13  82 

28 

E  Hendricks,  for  beef,  butter  and  eggs 

40 

4  47 

i        2 

G.  W.  Gibson,  for  eggs,  meat,  vegetables,  &c. 

41 

.      38  22 

2 

Lynar  &,  Burnham,  fcr  pork,  sugar  and  mackerel   - 

42,43,44 

12  77 

4 

Seydell  &  Roberson,  for  beef,  mutton,  veal,  &c. 

45 

11  62 

14 

H.  Wood,  per  his  bills 

46 

33  24 

14 

Joseph  Roberson,  for  provisions 

47 

8  23 

8 

John  Griffin,  for  ferriage 

48 

20  00 

3 

Z.  Lewis,  for  bacon 

49 

1  88 

27 

N.  B.  Manville,  for  provisions 

50 

7  57 

27 

F.  Mills,  for  services 

51 

1  50 
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ABSTRACTS— Continued. 


Dat 

e. 

To  whom  and  for  what  paid. 

Vouch- 
ers. 

Arnot 

No.  3 — Continued. 

1838. 

To  cash  paid — 

July 

27 

Douglass  &  Wells,  for  milk 

52 

$ 

Aug. 

7 

C.  Sr  Wood  worth,  for  provisions,  &c. 

53 

1 

7 

Goy  Wells,  for  board,  &c. 

54 

Sept. 

1 

S.  F.  Gale,  (or  stationery 

55 

4 

1 

Z.  Lewis,  tor  horse  keeping,  boarding,  &c. 

56 

3 

July 

2 

T.  B.  Ransom,  on  account  of  salary 

57 

20 

1 

W.  H.  Seymour,  lor  salary  and  expenses 

58 

26 

27 

G.  W.  Web'.er,  advertising  iiop'ce  to  contractors    - 

59 

1 

26 

Foster  &  Rabb,  for  Raven's  duck  and  making  tents 

60 

10 

Sept. 

1 

Harkness,  Bigelow  &  Co.  contractors,  per  estimate 

61 

73 

Aug. 

16 

E.  V.  Hunsrerford,  horse-hire 

62 

June 

7 

Willi  im  Wal  ers,  for  printing 

63 

1 

7 

William  Hessin,  for         do. 

64 

1 

Sept. 

7 

Cronkhite  &    Dj  dittle,  cantractors,    per  estimate 

65 

13 

Aug. 

31 

Commissioner,  tor  31  days'  service  in  August 

- 

15 

Sept. 

8 
1 

Commissioner,  for  8  days'  lime  in  Sep'ember 
Perrv,  Wilsou  &  Co.,  contractors,  per  estimate  in 

- 

4 

August                        ... 

66 

90 

1 

Kennedy  &,  Bracken,  contractors,  per  estimate 

68 

,       81 

8 

T.  B.  Ransom,  on  account  of  salary 
No.  4. — Abstract  of  vouchers  returned  December  4,  1838. 

69 

65 

_$9,64 

To  cash  paid — 

Oct. 

1 

Harkness  «fc  Bigelow,  contractors,  per  estimute 

1 

95 

1 

Perry,  Wifson  &  Co.,         do.                   " 

2 

6! 

1 

Cronkhite  &,  Doolitrle,         do.                     " 

3 

72 

Sept. 

1 

Kennedy  &  Bracken,          do.                    u 

4&5 

1,13 

1 

Pay  Roll  of  G.  W   G  Ison's  partv,  for  September    - 

6 

30 

1 

Pay  Roli  of  H.  K.  Curtis's  party, for  Argust  k  Sept'r 

7  &8 

20 

9 

T.  B.  Ransom,  on  account  of  salary  as  engineer    - 

9 

14 

Oct. 

29 

Thos.  Bishor>,  for  attendance  on  sick  horse 

10 

29 

Commissioner,  lor  22  days'  time  in  September 

- 

11 

May 

21 

A.  Calhoun,  for  making  box.  ic. 

11 

Ocr. 

30 

M.  0.  Conner,  sundry  jobs  ab  >ut  the  office 

12 

]• 

April 

Pav  Roll  of  T  B.  Ransom's  party,  for  April 

13 

14 

Sept. 

21 

John  Calhoun,  for  1  saddle  anil  bri  lie 

14 

1 

Nov. 

13 

Goodsell  &  Campbell,  for  timothy  seed 

15 

2. 

October 

Pav  Roll  of  W.  H.  Seymour's  party 

16 

14 

August 

Pav  Roil  of  G.  W.  Gil'son's  party 

17 

16. 

u 

Pay  Roll  of  C.  Woodwork's  party 

18 

id 

Nov. 

1 

Cronkhite  &  Doolittle,  contractors,  per  estimate     - 

19 

96' 

1 

Harkness  &  Bizelow,             do.                  " 

20 

1,08 

1 

Perry,  Wilson  &  Co.              do.                  " 

21 

1.70- 

1 

Commissioner,  for  31  days  in  Octoher 

_ 

15: 

Sept. 

1 

Pay  Roll  of  C.  Woo  rlwortb,  to  1st  September 

22 

10* 

Oct. 

19 

W.  H.  Seymour,  for  provisions  and  blacksmith  work 

23 

2' 

Sept. 

1 

T.  B.  Ransom,  for  provisions,  &c. 

21 

4i 

3 

H.  K.  Curtis,  for  services  as  engineer 

25 

121 

Hot. 

1 

T.  B   Ransom,  for  instruments 

26 

3! 

Oct. 

22 

S.  H.  Divi-,  printing;  and  binding 

27 

1 

Nov. 

1 

W.  H.  Seymour,  lor  services,  provisions,  wood,  &c. 

28  &  29 

G 

Sept. 

21  > 

H.  Wood,  for  provisions,  nails,  &.c. 

30 

1 

Aug. 

2> 

.lames  Wilson,  for  blankets  and  camp  equipage 

31 

8.' 

Sept. 

2 '. 

H.  K   Curtis,  for  sundries 

32 

i 

Au-c 

23 

J.  P.  Thompson,  for  pot  nrHal 

33 

i 

Sept. 

1 

John  &.  N.  J.  Abrani,  for  camp  furniturr,  &c. 

34 

li 

Ill 

ABSTRACTS— Continued. 


Date. 


To  whom  and  for  what  paid. 


Amount. 


Sept. 

Nov. 
July 
Dec. 


1838. 

November 
Sept.  20 
Nov.  17 
17 
17 
1 
1 
1 
10 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 


No.  i — Continued. 

To  cash  paid — 
Commissioner,  30  days  in  November 
Lyman  &.  Bunker,  lor  lumber 
S*  F.  Gale,  for  stationery 
H.  B.  ('lark,  for  stove  pipe,  &c. 
One  day's  time  omitted  in  March 
Perry,  Wilson  &  Co.  contractors,  per  estimate 
J.  H.  Walker,  for  expenses  to  and   from  Vandalia 
H.  Johnson,  for  1  skin",  mast  and  sail 
S.  P.  Sherwood,  for  2  levelling  instruments 
Perry.  Wilson  &  Co.  contractors,  per  estimate 
Il-irkuess  &  Rigelow,  do.  " 

Kennai'v  &  Bracken,  do.  " 

Cronkhite  &  Doolittle,  do.  " 

Pay  Roll  of  C.  S.  Woodworth,  for  October 
Pay  Roll  of  same,  for  September 

Pay  Roll  of  same,  for  November 

Pay  Roll  of  W.  H.  Seymour  and  party,  tor  do. 
Pay  Roll  of         same,  for  do. 

T.  B.  Ransom,  for  stationery,  &c. 
W.  H.  Seymour,  for  board,  repairs  to  boat,  &c. 
T.  B.  Ransom,  for  expenses  horse-keeping,  i:c. 
W.  H.  Se3"our,  for  services 

T.  B.  Ransom,  for  services  as  senior  ass't  engineer 
P.  Balingall,  for  services  in   procuring  right  of  way 
Closes  Hoyt,  for  two  pine  tables 
C.  Lyon,  tor  services  as  chuinman 
H.  P.  Woodworih,  for  services  and  expenses  as  en- 
gineer - 
H.  P.  Woodworth,  for  services  as  chief  engineer 


35 
3C 
37 

38 
39 
40 
■1! 
43 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
59 
53 
3! 
55 
56 
57 
58 

59 
50 


$150  00 

13  15 

5  07 

4  84 

5  00 

900  515 

9b*  71 

15  00 

250  00 

2,144  59 

868  51 

458  12 

1.270  19 

304  35 

335  32 

203  89 

141  37 

169  00 

47  87 

S6  02 

74  GO 

100  00 

1,173  62 

40  00 

14  00 

36  57 

304  62 

1,200  00 

(19,765  66 

RECAPITULATION-. 


No.  1. — Amount  returned  December  6,  '837 
2.— Amount         "        June  7,  1838 

3.— Amount        "        SeptenPr  27,  1  iS33 
4.— Amount        "        December  4,  1838 

Total  amount 


$5,931  94 

2.498  70 

9,641  03 

19,765  66 

$37,837  33 


REPORT 


THE  JOINT  SELECT  COMMITTEE  OF  INVESTIGATION 


TO    EXAMINE    THE    OFFICES 


FUND  COMMISSIONERS  AND  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 


THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS. 


VANDALIA:   ' 

William  Walters,  Public  Printer. 

1839. 


BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS  AND  FUND  COMMISSIONERS— INVESTIGATION. 


In  Senate,  February  20,  1839. 
Laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Gatewood,  from  the  Joint  Select  Committee  of  Investigation,  made  the 
following 

REPORT: 

The  Joint  Select  Committee  of  Investigation  appointed  by  joint  resolution  of  both 
Houses  of  the  General  Assembly,  to  examine  th?  office  of  Fund  Commissioners, 
the  office  of  Commissioners  of  the  Bjard  of  Public  Works,  and  to  examine  and 
inquire  into  tlrn  conduct  *and  management  of  the  various  Commissioners,  and 
their  officers  under  them,  have  been/or  some  time  engaged  therein,  and'ask  leave 
respectfully  to  report: 

That,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  resolution  above  referred  to,  which  is  found 
upon  the  Journals  of  the  committee,  the  committee  met  and  organized  on  the 
3d  day  of  January,  1839,  and  have  continued  in  session  until  the  20th  day  of 
February,  1839,  and,  during  all  their  sessions,  have  had  under  consideration  the 
subjects  of  inquiry  assigned  them  in  the  resolution  raising  them. 

The  accumulation  of  testimony,  and  the  subjects  themselves,  are  so  volumi- 
nous, that  it  would  be  impossible  for  this  committee  to  report  minutely  upon  ali 
the  facts  stated  and  information  elicited. 

The  examination  of  the  office  of  Fund  Commissioners  has  been  rather  slight  in 
some  respects,  and  consists  principally  in  obtaining  an  abstract  of  all  the  vouch- 
ers, on  file  in  that  office,  upon  which  money  has  been  paid.  The  examination  of 
this  office,  its  books,  vouchers,  and  modeof  doing  business,  almost  entirely  super- 
seded an  investigation  into  that  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works,  and  indeed 
that  has  been  rendered  unnecessary  by  this  committee,  an  consequence  of  the 
voluminous  replies  by  that  Board  to  the  calls  made  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  Le- 
gislature. 

The  accounts  as  kepi  by  this  Board,  as  far  as,.we  have  been  able  to  judge, 
have  been  properly  kept,  under  the  law.  The  only  thing  that  it  is  necessary  to 
correct,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  would  be,  to  provide  .that  no  credit 
should  be  allowed  to  any  Commissioner  of  Public  Works  on  his  accounts,  unless 
the  voucher  specifies  the  particular  work  to  which  the  money  has  been  piid. 
To  understand  this  properly,  it  is  necessary  to  be  observed  that  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Public  Works  are,  under  the  law,  authorized  to  have  in  their  hands, 
respectively,  $20,000.  In  the  settlement  of  these  accounts,  vouchers  are  filed  in  ' 
the  Fund  Commissioners'  office,  and  allowed  there,  which  do  not  specify  the 
work  to  which  the  money  covered  bv  the  voucher  was  actually  applied.  These 
accounts  are  kept  against  each  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  so  as  to  enable 
the  Fund  Commissioners  to  see  that  no  Commissioner  t;f  Public  Works  has  at 
any  onetime  more  than  $'30,000.  The  drafts  of  the  Commissioners  of  Pubjip 
Works  are,  it  is  true,  charged  to  some  particular  work;  but  the  money  often  i9 
paid  to  other  works  than   those  for  which  it. was  drawn;  and  the  only  way  in 


4 

which  each  work  is  secured  in  its  just  appropriation,  is  the  memoranda  of  thfc 
Commissioner  of  Public  Works.  He  balances  the  accounts  between  the  various 
works,  by  drawing  the  next  time  on  some  work  to  which  the  iormer  appropria- 
tion or  some  part  of  it  has  been  applied.  By  this  mode,  the  records  do  not  show 
truly  and  simply  the  actual  application  of  the  money  drawn.  An  expedient  for 
this  may  be  found  in  a  provision  allowing  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  to 
draw  the  amount  by  law  they  may  be  authorized  to  have  in  their  hands,  without 
it  being  charged  to  any  particular  work;  and,  after  disbursing  this  sum,  to  settle  by 
vouchers,  specifying  the  works  on  which  it  was  paid,  and  then  drawing  again 
upon  the  works  to  which  the  money  has  been  thus  applied;  and,  at  the  final  set- 
tlement of  each  Commissioner,  the  vouchers  will  account  for  all  he  has  applied. 
,  Thus  the  Fund  Commissioners  may  truly  and  certainly  charge  each  work  with 
the  money  actually  applied. 

It  appears  from  inquiry,  that  after  the  works  were  put  under  contract,  dis- 
bursements in  large  sums  w<  re  constantly  required  of  the  Commissioners  of  Pub- 
lic Works;  and.  from  thesmallness  of  the  sum  in  their  hands,  it  was  found  incon- 
venient to  confine  the  drafts  in  favor  of  contractors  to  sums  over  tioenty-tkousand 
dollars.  Many  contractors  having  small  letting?,  the  Fund  Commissioners  have, 
to  facilitate  the  operations  on  the  works,  construed  the  proviso  to  the  24th  section 
of  the  Internal  Improvement  act,  to  mean  any  sum  over  one  thousand  dollars,  with- 
out, in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  any  detriment  to  the  State,  though  the  pro- 
viso seems  to  warrant  a  different  construction. 

The  committee  would  further  state,  that  it  appears  that,  under  the  original  act, 
and  it  yet  remains  the  law,  the  Commissioners  of  Public  \\  orks  were  required 
to  procure  the  necessary  iron.  Under  this,  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works, 
whose  peculiar  duty  it  is  to  superintend  the  putting  of  the  works  under  contract, 
in  paying  contractors,  providing  engineers,  and  holding  regular  meetings  of  the 
Board,  to  locate  roads,  &c,  could  not  well  leave  the  State  to  provide  the  iron; 
besides,  if  all  the  Commissioners  had  united  their  $20,000,  it  would  have  been 
too  small  a  sum  to  make  a  purchase  of  any  adequate  quantity,  and  the  Fund 
Commissioners  advancing  for  this  purpose  to  them,  would  have  been  advancing 
only  on  their  own  responsibility,  unauthorized  by  law.  In  fact,  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Public  Works  should  confine  their  labors  entirely  '.o  the  limits  of  the 
State,  as  it  is  believed  then  they  will  have  as  much  to  do  as  can  be  performed. 
Whatever  iron  has  been  bought,  has  been  bought  by  the  Fund  Commissioners; 
whether  expedient  or  in  conformity  with  the  law,  the  Legislature  may  better 
judge.  The  committee  are  satisfied  that  there  has  been  nothing  in  that  matter 
injurious  to  the  State. 

They  have  examined  also  into  the  matter  of  the  distribution  of  the  county 
money.  The  section  of  the  law  making  the  appropriation  of  §200,000  to  the 
various  counties  in  the  State  not  benefitted  by  railroads  or  canals,  was  very  de- 
fective; and  it  was  almost  impossible  to  distribute  it  as  was  intended.  Those 
counties  to  which  the  money  was  coming  could  not,  by  any  legal  mode,  satisfy 
the  Commissioners  that  they  were  entitled,  yet  they  had  ihe  right  to  the  first 
money  raised.  In  this  emergency,  the  Fund  Commissioners  acted  upon  the  re- 
presentation of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works,  which  they  generally  gave 
although  it  was  not  made  their  duty;  and  all  the  counties,  through  which  no  road 
or  canal  did  pass,  received  their  money  on  such  statements  when  explicitly  given; 
in  all  of  whicli  your  committee  see  nothing  to  condemn  in  either  of  the  Boards, 
as  too  great  strictness  of  construction  would  have  produced  injustice.  Under 
these  regulations,  the  money  has  been  paid  to  the  order  of  the  county  commis- 
sioners' court,  made  in  session,  and  receipted  for  by  their  agent. 

This  committee,  in  the  early  part  of  its  session,  requested  to  be  furnished  with 
an  abstract  of  all  the  vouchers  on  file  in  the  Fund  Commissioners'  office,  which 


has  bsen  done,  and  is  herewith  reported  as  a  part  of  their  labors  of  investigation.* 
Enough  of  those  abstracts  have  been  compared  with  the  original  vouchers  and 
papers,  to  satisfy  us  that  they  are  generally  correct.  As  they  were  only  procured 
to  show  generally  the  character  and  mode  of  payments  made  by  the  Commission- 
ers of  Public  Works;  and  since  it  was  impossible  to  go  into  a  minute  investiga- 
tion of  each  particular  item  of  expenditure;  and  since  also  the  same  information 
has  bsen  before  this  time  presented  to  each  branch  of  the  Legislature,  this  com- 
mittee submit  them  for  the  examination  of  that  body. 

This  committee,  after  having  seen  from  these  abstracts  allowances  of  contin- 
gent and  travelling  expenses  to  engineers  and  others,  have  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  it  is  expedient  and  proper  for  them  to  express  their  opinion  of  the  pro- 
priety of  regulating  generally  the  corps  of  engineers,  limiting  their  number,  and 
fixing  definitely  their  salaries,  and  excluding  all  contingent  allowances.  If 
services  hxve  been,  owingto  any  particular  causes,  extraordinary,  any  additional 
■compensation  ought  to  be  sanctioned  only  by  the  Legislature,  and  by  that  power 
only  finally  adjusted  and  allowed. 

Your  committee  have  also  examined  the  office  of  Fund  Commissioners,  to  as- 
certain, if  possible,  how  far  it  is  serviceable  to  the  system  of  Interna!  Improve- 
ment, independent  of  the  duties  of  borrowing  money  to  carry  on  the  public  works; 
and,  from  all  we  have  been  able  to  learn,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that, 
as  a  part  of  the  system  connected  with  its  fiscal  operation,  and  its  aid  in  the  safe 
and  satisfactory  disbursement  o£  the  public  money,  it  is  decidedly  advantageous, 
and  is  indispensably  necessary;  and  we  are  not  convinced  that  any  other  substi- 
tute can  be  found,  which  will  combine  all  the  advantages  that  that  office  does, 
when  take?)  in  connection  with  that  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works.  Another  plan 
of  borrowing  money  might  be  proposed,  and  another  plan  of  auditing  or  checking 
the  expenditures  might  be  divised;  but  it  would  be  rare  if  they  could  be  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  the  system  itself;  and  wherever  the  duties  of  that  office,  in 
the  event  of  a  change,  might  devolve,  the  same  amount  of  duties  would  be  required. 

The  committee,  also,  upon  the  examination  into  the  office  of  Fund  Commis- 
sioners, have  found  that  there  is,  in  the  accounts  of  the  late  J.  W.  btephenson, 
Commissioner  of  the  sixth  judicial  circuit,  a  deficit  of  fourteen  thousand  seven 
dollars  and  and  seventy  cents;  which  fact  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  committee  have  been  called  only  to  specifications  against  two  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Public  Works.  The  one,  Murray  McConnel,  Esq.,  and  the  other, 
William  Kinney,  Esq. 

The  testimony  in  the  latter  case,  was  chiefly  in  relation  to  a  charge  of  alter- 
ing the  ancient  route  of  the  western  mail  road.  The  testimony  in  regard  to  this 
charge  is  short,  and  needs  no  comment.  It  is  therefore  respectfully  submitted, 
as  placed  on  the  journals  of  the  committee. 

The  committee,  upon  their  organization,  adopted  rules  which  required  both 
question  and  answer,  and  all  the  testimony  to  be  taken  down  in  writing;  and  have 
eome  to  the  conclusion  to  express,  as  a  committee,  no  opinion  of  its  bearing  upon 
the  persons  accused.  Any  opinion  of  the  committee  would  be  the  subject  of  com- 
plaint with  all  those  who  differed  with  them;  and  it  has  been  thought  most  proper 
to  pronounce  no  judgment,  but  leave  the  testimony  to  the  Legislature  and  to  the 
public. 

In  the  case  of  Mr.  McConnel,  the  testimony  is  too  voluminous  to  scan  it  in  a 
reasonable  time,  and  with  that  accuracy  which  would  be  required  in  a  report  to 
be  preserved  on  your  records.  They  therefore  respectfully  submit  this  their 
report,  and  the  accompanying  documents,  and  ask  leave  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

*  The  abstracts  referred  to  have  been  printed  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  01 
Public  Works. 
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THE  JOINT  SELECT  COMMITTEE  OF  INVESTIGATION. 


Joint  Resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

"Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives,  That  a  joint  select 
committee,  consisting  of  four  members  of  the  Senate,  and  seven  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  be  appointed  to  investigate  all  charges  and  complaints 
which  may,  be  preferred  against  any  member  or  members  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works;  and  that  said  committee  shall  have  power  to  examine  witnesses,  take  de- 
positions, and  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  do  such  other  things  as  may  seem 
to  them  indispensably  necessary  towards  obtaining  a  full,  fair,  and  complete  in- 
vestigation; and  that  said  committee  are  required  to  examine  the  books,  accounts, 
and  vouchers,  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  and  of  the 
Fund  Commissioners. 

"  That  they  also  examine  whether  any  of  said  Commissioners  have  violated  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  "Act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  In- 
ternal  Improvement,"  or  of  any  of  the  acts  supplementary  thereto;  or  whether 
any  of  said  Commissioners  have  given  such  an  interpretation  to  any  of  said  acts 
as  tends  to  the  detriment  of  the  State,  or  to  bring  discredit  and  suspicion  on  the 
officers  charged  with  the  enforcement  of  said  acts;  and  that  they  have  leave  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise,  if,  in  the  opinion  of  said  committee,  the  present  laws 
have  been  found  insufficient  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  State." 

"Said  committee  are  hereby  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk,  to  keep  a  record  of 
their  proceedings,  and  take  down  such  testimony  as  the  committee  may  direct; 
and  the  examination  of  all  witnesses  shall  be  made  under  oath. 

Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Hacker,  Browning, 
and  Richardson. 

Committee  on  the  part  of  the  House:  Messrs.  Thornton,  Hardin,  Robinson 
French,  Calhoun,  Naper,  and  Roman. 


THURSDAY,  January  3,  1839. 

The  joint  select  committee,  appointed  under  the  resolution  on  the  preceding 
page?,  met  in  the  Senate  Chamber. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Hacker,  and  Browning,  of  the  Senate;  Messrs. 
Thornton,  Hardin,  Robinson,  French,  Calhoun,  Naper,  and  Roman,  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Gatewood  was  chosen  chairman  of  the  committee. 

The  committee  appointed  Andrew  Johnston  their  clerk. 

The  committee  then  adjourned  until  the  next  evening,  at  7  P.  M.  at  the  com- 
mittee room. 

FRIDAY,  January  4,  1839,  7  p.  m. 

The  committee  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  their  room. 

A  communication  to  the  chairman,  from  A.  Brockenbrough,  presenting  certain 
charges  against  Murray  McConnel,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 
and  acting  Commissioner  of  the  first  judicial  circuit,  was  received,  and  read. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Naper, 

The  Sergeant-at-arms  was  sent  to  notify  Messrs  A.  Brockenbrough  and  A.  G. 
Herndon  to  appear  before  the  committee  immediately. 

Messrs.  Brokenbrough  and  Herndon  appeared. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Browning, 

Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  committee  be  requested  to  issue  subpoenas 
for  Austin  Brockenbrough,  James  M.  Bucklin,  Thomas  T.  January,  James  Waldo, 
and  Charles  Oakley,  returnable  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 

Resolved,  That  Mr  McConnel  be  furnished  a  copy  of  the  charges  preferred 
against  him  by  Mr.  Brockenbrough,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  inform  the  com- 
mittee if  he  has  any  witnesses  that  he  wishes  to  be  subpoenaed  on  his  behalf;  and 
that  he  furnish  the  names  and  residence  of  the  persons,  if  any,  he  may  wish  to 
give  testimony  in  his  behalf. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Browning, 

Resolved,  That  a  sub-committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  draft  rules  for  the 
government  of  the  joint  committee  of  investigation,  and  that  they  report  to  the 
next  meeting. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Browning,  Thornton,  and  Calhoun,  be  that  committee. 

Present  at  this  meeting:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Hacker,  Browning,  and  Richard- 
son, of  the  Senate;  Messrs.  Thornton,  Hardin,  French,  Calhoun,  Naper,  and 
Roman,  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  committee  then  adjourned  until  Monday,  7th  January,  at  half  past  six  P.  M. 

MONDAY,  January  7,  1839,  6£  p.  m. 

The  committee  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  their  room. 
Mr.  Browning,  from  the  sub-committee  appointed  to  draft  rules,  reported  the 
following,  which  were  read  and  adopted: 

Rules. 

1.  A  majority  of  the  committee  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business. 

2.  The  committee  shall  be  governed  in  all  its  proceedings  by  the  rules  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  except  as  is  herein  otherwise  provided. 

3.  At  every  meeting  of  the  committee,  the  clerk  shall  take  down  the  names  of 
the  members  of  the  committee  present,  and  shall  keep  a  record  of  all  motions 
and  resolutions  piesented  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee. 
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4.  The  committee  will  investigate  all  charges  made  against  any  of  the  officers, 
engineers,  or  agents  of  the  Internal  Improvement  system,  which  are  or  may  be 
preferred,  in  writing,  by  a  responsible  individual.  They  will  also  examine  into 
the  conduct  of  any  of  said  officers,  engineers,  or  agents,  when  requested  by  any 
two  members  of  the  committee. 

5.  When  a  witness  is  under  examination  before  the  committee,  any  member  of 
the  committee  shall  be  at  liberty  to  interrogate  him;  and  every  verbal  question, 
asked  by  a  member  of  the  committee,  shall  be  answered  verbally,  if  insisted 
upon  by  two  or  more  members  of  the  committee. 

6.  If  any  written  question  be  objected  to  by  a  member  of  the  committee,  the 
witness  under  examination  shall  not  be  compelled  to  answer  the  same,  unless 
required  to  do  so  by  at  least  three  of  the  members  of  the  committee  present. 

7."  No  questions  shall  go  upon  the  journals  of  the  committee,  except  such  as  are 
proposed  in  writing;  nor  shall  any  answers  of  witnesses  go  upon  the  journals,  ex- 
cept such  as  are  made  in  reply  to  written  questions. 

8.  The  yeas  and  nays  on  any  question  shall  be  taken,  when  requested  by  any 
two  members  of  the  committee. 

9.  No  person  shall  be  admitted  before  the  committee,  except  by  special  order 
of  the  committee*. 

A  communication  from  Murray  McConnel,  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
was  laid  before  the  committee,  and  read. 
On  motion  of  Mr  Naper, 
Mr.    Brockenbiough  was  sworn  to  give  testimony,  in  connection   with    the 
charges  preferred  by  him. 

On  motion,  Mr.  McConnel  was  admitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Browning, 
The  following  additional  rule  was  adopted: 

10.  When  witnesses  are  under  examination  before  the  committee,  in  connection 
with  charges  preferred  against  any  person,  the  person  charged,  and  the  person 
making  the  accusation,  shall  be  permitted  to  be  present,  but  shall  ask  no  question, 
except  through  a  member  of  the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin, 

Eesolved,  That  the  committee  now  determine  which  of  the  charges  and  speci- 
fications exhibited  against  Murray  McConnel  they  will  proceed  to  investigate. 

Mr.  Thornton  asked  of  the  witness,  A.  Brockenbrough,  the  following  written 
question : 

From  whom  do  you  derive  your  information  upon  which  you  predicate  your 
charge,  that  Mr.  McConnel  has  violated  the  47th  section  of  "An  act  to  establish 
and  maintain  a  general  system  of  Internal  Improvements,''  in  force  the  27th 
February,  1837? 

Answer:  From  James  E.  Waldo,  of  Meredosia. 

Resolved  by  the  committee,  That  they  proceed  to  investigate  the  first  specifica- 
tion of  the  first  charge. 

The  question  above  asked  by  Mr  Thornton  was  asked,  in  relation  to  the  second 
specification  of  the  first  charge.     The  same  answer  was  returned. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  investigate  the  second  specification  of  the  first 
charge. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  investigate  the  second  charge. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  investigate  the  third  charge;  and  that  time  be 
allowed  said  McConnel  for  his  defence. 

Question  by  Mr  Thornton;  From  whom  did  you  derive  the  information  that 
Mr.  McConnel  paid  out  promissory  notes,  as  cash,  to  engineers  and  others,  and 
received  credit  for  them,  as  cash,  iri  his  accounts  with  the  Fund  Commissioners? 

♦Repealed,  31st  January. 
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Answer:  From  Mr-  Bucklin,  now  an  engineer;  and  Mr.  Von  Horn,  formerly 
an  engineer. 

Resolved,  That  the  first  and  second  specifications  of  the  fourth  charge  be  in- 
vestigated. 

Question  by  Mr.  Thornton:  From  whom  did  you  derive  the  information  con- 
tained in  the  third  specification  of  thn  fourth  charge? 

Answer,  From  James  E.  Waldo: 

Resolved,  That  the  third  specification  of  the  fourth  charge  be  investigated. 

The  question — "Shall  the  first  additional  specification  to  the  fourth  charge  be 
investigated?"  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  negative. 

Those  who  voted  in  the  affirmative,  are.  Messrs.  Browning,  Calhoun,  Hardin, 
and  Gate  wood — <£• 

Those  who  voted  in  the  negative,  are,  Messrs.  Richardson,  Hacker,  Naper, 
Roman,  Thornton,  and  Robinson — 6. 

Resolved,  That  the  second  additional  specification  to  the  fourth  charge  be  not 
investigated. 

Resolved,  That  the  third  additional  specification  to  the  fourth  charge  be  inves- 
tigated. 

Resolved,,  That  the  fifth  charge  be  investigated. 
Un  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin, 

Resolved,  That  the  witnesses  required  in  this  investigation  be  subpoenaed  to 
attend  before  this  committee,  on  the  21st  inst.,  to  give  testimony;  at  which  time 
the  committee  will  proceed  to  hear  all  the  testimony  in  the  case.     . 

And  then  the  committee  adjourned  until  Thursday  next,  at  half  past  six  P.  M. 

Present  at  this  meeting:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Hacker,  Browning,and  Richardson, 
of  the  Senate;  Messrs.  Thornton,  Hardin,  Calhoun.  Robinson,  Naper,  and  Roman, 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

THURSDAY,  January  10,  1839.  6i  p.  m. 

The  committee  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  their  room. 

Present:  Messrs.  Hacker,  Richardson,  and  Browning,  of  the  Senate;  Messrs. 
Thornton,  Hardin,  Roman,  Naper,  Robinson,  and  Calhoun,  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

A  communication,  from  A.  Brockenbrough   was  received  and  read. 

Mr.  McConnel  proposed  to  the  committee  that   the  depositions  of  certain  wit- 
nesses in  Morgan  county  should   be  taken,   instead  of  requiring  their  personal 
attendance;  which  was  agreed  to. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  McConnel  be  permitted  to  proceed  to  Jacksonville,  to  take 
the  depositions  of  such  witnesses  as  find  it  inconvenient  to  attend  before  this 
committee;  that  Mr.  Brockenbrough  be  also  permitted  to  procure  the  depositions 
of  such  persons  as  cannot  attend  before  this  committee;  and  that  the  said  deposi- 
tions be  taken  before  any  two  justices  of  the  peace  of  Morgan  county,  one  of 
whom  shall  reside  in  Jacksonville. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Browning, 

Resolved,  That  the  depositions  above  referred  to  be  taken  on  the  17th  instant, 
and  that  the  justices  continue  from  day  to  day  until  they  complete  the  same; 
due  notice  being  given  of  the  time  and  place  of  taking  the  same,  by  Mr.  McCon- 
nel to  Mr.  Brockenbrough,  and  by  Mr.  Brockenbrough  to  Mr.  McConnel,  res- 
pectively, before  pi-oceeding  to  take  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the   Secretary  furnish  copies  of  the   foregoing  resolutions  to 
ns.  McConnel  and  Brockenbrough  immediately. 

The  following  communication  was  laid  before  the  comm'ttee  by  Mr.  Hardin: 
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Seward's,  January  9,  1839. 
Sis:  In   ny  charge  against  McConnel  for  neglect  of  duty,  (the  last  charge) 
I  state  that  his  accounts  were  rendered  to  the  Board  of  Public  Works;  I  ought  to 
have  said  to  the  Board  of  Fund  Commissioners.     I  want  Mr.  Mather  summoned 
to-morrow,  on  that  and  other  charges,  per  my  schedule. 

Respectfully, 

A.  BROCKENBROUGH. 
To  J.  J.  Hardin, 

7,I:;nberofthe  Committee  of  Investigation. 

The  committee  agreed  to  take  the  evidence  of  Thomas  T.  January,  in  relation 
to  the  first  specification  of  the  first  charge,  preferred  by  A.  Brockenbrough 
against  M.  McConnel,  which  said  specification  is  in  these  words: 

"Charge  First. — Violation  of  the  47th  section  of  the  act. 

"Specification  First.— In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McConnel,  Commissioner  as 
aforesaid,  did,  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  the 
first  judicial  circuit,  enter  into  a  contingent  contract,  bargain,  and  understanding, 
with  James  E.  Waldo  and  Daniel  Waldo,  citizens  of  the  town  of  Meredosia,  in 
the  county  of  Morgan,  and  State  of  Illinois;  in  which  said  McConnel  agreed  and 
bound  himself  to  purchase,  of  said  James  E.  Waldo  and  Daniel  Waldo,  a  certain 
tract  or  parcel  of  land,  lying  within  the  limits  of  said  town  of  Meredosia,  which 
is  a  designated  point  on  the  Northern  Cross  railroad;  which  said  purchase  and 
sale,  by  said  Waldos  to  said  McConnel,  was  made  and  entered  into,  on  or  about 
the  21st  day  of  April,  1837,  in  the  town  of  Jacksonville,  in  the  county  and  State 
aforesaid;  and  which  said  purchase,  by  said  McConnel,  was  made  after  said  Mc- 
Connel had  been  appointed  to  and  accepted  of  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works,  and  previous  to  the  location  of  said  Northern  Cross  rail- 
road to  and  through  said  town  of  Meredosia  having  been  publicly  made  known; 
and  that,  when  said  location  was  made,  it  passed  entirely  through,  and  immediate- 
ly in  contact  with,  said  purchase;  and  for  which  said  McConnel  promised  to  pay 
the  sum  of  eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  thirty-three 
cents,  or  thereabouts." 

An  instrument  in  writing  was  laid  before  the  committee,  in  the  words  and  fig- 
ures following,  to  wit,  with  an  erasure  in  the  fifth  line,  and  an  interlineation 
above  it: 

"Jacksonville,  January  5,  1837. 

"I  hereby  agree  and  contract  with  James  E.  Waldo  and  Daniel  Waldo,  that 
if  they  can  effect  a  purchase  of  Joseph  Duncan,  of  all  his  interest  in  the  town  of 
Meredosia,  the  ferry  excepted,  or  a  part  of  his  said  interest  in  said  town,  at  a  rate 
not  to  exceed  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  for  all  said  interest,  said  ferry  excep- 
ted, on  a  credit  not  less  than  ten  years,  that  I  will  take  of  them,  at  cost,  at  least 
one-third  of  said  purchase;  provided  it  is  made  within  six  months  from  this  date; 
and  provided,  they  do  not  give  more  than  eight  per  cent,  interest  on  the  purchase 
money,  said  Duncan  having  the  privilege  to  reserve  ten  of  the  lots,  already  laid 
out,  for  the  Illinois  college,  to  be  designated  by  said  Waldos;  and  also  ten  lots 
more  of  the  land  not  yet  laid  out,  when  it  shall  be  laid  out,  for  said  college,  to  be 
designated  by  said  Duncan. 

M.  McCONNEL." 

Thomas  T.  January  was  sworn,  and  gave  the  following  testimony,  in  reply  to 
the  questions  proposed: 

Question  1,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  State  what,  you  know  of  Mr.  McConnel  purchasing 
any  lots  of  land  of  J.  E.  and  D.  Waldo,  in  Meredosia.     Was  there  a  written  con  - 
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tract;  if  so,  state  if  you  know,  whether  it  was  signed  by  Mr.  McConnel,  and  in 
whose  hand- writing  said  contract  was  written? 

Answer:  I  know  that  Murray  McConnel  did  make  a  contract  with  Mr.  J.  E. 
Waldo,  to  take  one-third  of  said  Waldo's  purchase  of  a  lot  of  land  in  the  tnwn 
af  Meredcsia,  from  the  fact  of  seeing  a  contract,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Waldo,  and 
signed  by  Mr.  Murray  McConnel.  (The  contract,  copied  on  the  preceding  page, 
was  here  shown  to  Mr.  January  before  asking  him  the  next  question,  No.  2.) 

Question  2,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Is  the  contract  here  exhibited  the  one  of  which 
you  speak,  and  is  the  signature  Mr.  McConnel's  hand-writing? 

Answer,  I  think  it  the  same:  It  has  been  some  months  since  I  saw  it,  and  could 
not  say  positively  it  is  the  same.  I  believe  the  signature  to  be  Mr.  McConnel's 
jand-writing. 

Question  3,  by  Mr.  Naper:  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  heard,  of  any  other 
contract  between  said  Waldos  and  McConnel,  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  said 
jontract,  except  the  one  here  exhibited? 
Answer:  1  do  not. 

Question  4,  by  Mr.  Hardin;  Did  Messrs.  J.  E.  and  D.  Waldo  purchase  the  lots, 
iamed  in  said  contract,  of  Joseph  Duncan;  and,  if  so,  were  any  of  said  lots  situ- 
ited  on  the  line  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad? 

Answer:  I  was  informed  by  both  Mr.  Waldo  and  Joseph  Duncan,  that  the  pur- 
hase  was  made  of  Duncan.  There  is  no  lot,  included  in  that  purchase,  situated 
mmediately  on  the  line  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  as  now  located. 

Question  5,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  How  far  is  any  one  of  the  lots  in  said  purchase 
rom  the  line  of  said  .'ailroad? 

Answer:  Between  thirty  and  sixty  feet. 

Question  6,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  Were  you  aware  of  the  date  of  the  contract  in 
mestion,  before  it  was  exhibited  to  you  this  evening? 

Answer:  Yes. 

Question  7,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  McConnel  was  not  at 
Vandalia  during  all  the  month  of  January.  1837? 

Answer:  I  do  not  recollect  positively  whether  he  was  or  not. 

Question  8,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  Have  you  any  knowledge  whether  the  contract 
ow  shown  yoa  is  the  one  to  which  Mr.  Brockenbrough  alludes,  when  he  says, 
n  his  charge  against  Mr.  McConnel,  thit  the  said  McConnel  entered  into  a  con- 
tingent contract,  bargain,  and  understanding,  with  Mr.  Waldo? 

Answer:   It  is  the  same. 

Question  9.  by  Mr.  Browning:  Were  any  of  said  lots  on  the  line  of  the  North- 
rn  Cross  railroad,  as  originally  located?  Has  the  location  of  said  road  been 
changed;  and,  if  so,  how  was  that  change  effected;  and  was  it  ordered  to  be  made 
Dy  Mr.  McConnel,  or  was  it  made  by  the  engineer,  without  his  (McConnel's) 
direction? 

Answer:  There  were  lots  on  the  line  of  the  original  location  of  the  Northern 
ross  railroad.     The   location  has  been   changed.     Mr.   McConnel  told  James 
Dunlap  and  myself  to  say  to  Mr.    J.    M.    Bucklin,   to  alter  the    location    if   he 
nought  it  advisable — and  was  changed  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Bucklin. 

Question  10,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Do  you  know  where  said  property,  thenJoe- 
anging  to  Jossph  Duncan,  was  situated  in  Meredosia? 

Answer:  I  could  not  point  out  all  the  particular  lots.  I  have  only  an  idea  of 
Jieir  general  locality. 

Question  11,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  When  was  the  purchase  made  of  Duncan? 

Answer:   As  near  as  I  can  recollect,  it  was  in  the  spring  of  1837. 

Question  12,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  What  was  the  character  of  the  purchase, 
and  what  particular  lots  were  purchased,  and  in  what  addition  were  the  lots  sit- 
uated? 
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Answer:  The  character  of  the  purchase  was,  that  said  Waldo  was  to  pa 
said  Duncan  m  a  certain  time,  with  interest,  for  the  greater  portion  of  his  (Dm 
cans)  mterestin  Cobb  and  AyleswoVth's  addition  to  the  town  of  Meredosia,  ar 
m  the  original  town  plat.     1  cannot  say  what  particular  lots  were  purchased. 

Question  13,  by  Mr.  McConncl:  Does  the  road,  as  now  located  and  comph 
ted,  touch  any  part  of  Cobb  and  Ayiesvvorth's  addition,  and"  was  not  all  of  Dui 
can  s  interest  in  one  of  those  additions? 

Answer:  It  does  not.  1  have  always  understood  that  a  part  of  Duncan's  ii 
terest  was  in  the  original  plat  of  the  town  of  Meredosia. 

Question  14,  by  Mr.  McConuel:  Did  not  you,  as  contractor,  by  order  of  tr 
engineers,  commence  work  near  one  mile  from  Meredosia;  and  was  not  that  | 
ordered   because  the  location  was  not  finally  made  in  Meredosia? 

Answer:  1  did,  as  contractor,  commence  about  one-half  mile  from  the  term 
nation  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  at  the  Illinois  river,  to  make  fills  and  5 
cavations.  1  did  not  understand  that  the  road  was  not  permanently  located,  whe 
1  commenced  excavating  and  filling,  as  I  had  previously  cleared  the  whole  c 
timber,  up  to  the  termination  of  original  location.  When  the  clearing  was  don. 
the  side  stakes  were  not  driven,  only  the  cut  and  fill  marked  on  the  centi 
stakes. 

Question  15,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Was  the  first  line  run,  and  the  one  spoke 
of  by  you  as  a  location,  any  thing  more  than  a  random  line;  and  was  not  tr 
road,  as  now  built,  put  upon  the  real  and  proper  location? 

Answer:  I  understood  that  the  first  line  was  intended  to  have  been  a  perrm 
nent  location.  The  road,  as  now  made.  I  understand  to  be  a  change  of  the 
location. 

■  Question  16,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  From  whom  did  you  understand  that  the  fin 
location  was  a  permanent  one?  and,  if  you  ever  had  any  conversation  on  th 
subject  with  Mr.  McConnel,  state  it. 

Answer:  I  understood  this  from  Mr.  McConnel  and  James  M.  Bucklin. 

Question  17,  by  Mr.  Calhoun:  Do  you  know  why  the  location  was  rhnncred? 

Answer:  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  J.  M.  Bucklin,  chief  engineer,  that  the  ret 
son  he  changed  the  location  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  at  the  town  of  Me 
edosia  was,  that  the  change  was  on  the  best  ground,  provided  a  bridge  was  eve 
thrown  over  the  Illinois  river,  by  permission  from  Murray  McConnel  to  mal 
said  location  where  he  deemed  most  advisable. 

Question  18,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Are  vou  not  informed  that  Mr.  James  fi 
Waldo  wrote  me  a  letter  proposing  a  bribe  to  locate  the  depot  upon  his  lane 
btate  your  information  upon  that  subject. 

Answer:  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  McConnel  that  Mr.  J.  E.  Waldo  had  offere 
him  a  bribe  to  terminate  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  at  xMeredosia,  on  his  Ian 
or  lots. 

Question  19,  by  Mr.  Calhoun:  Do  you  know  any  thing  from  Mr.  Waldo  i 
relation  to  the  alleged  offer  of  a  bribe? 

Answer:  1  know  that  Mr.  Waldo  admitted  to  me  that  he  had  written  Mi 
McConnel  a  lettter,  making  him  some  proposition  about  taking  seme  of  hi 
property  in  Meredosia  for  a  depoti  which  he  (Waldo)  considered  in  the  forr 
of  a  bribe. 

Question  20,  by  Mr.  Calhoun:  Did  you  ever  hear  McConnel  speak  of  posses 

T^?nA'  ProPerty  in  the  town°f  Meredosia,  acquired  under  the  alleged  purchas 
of  Waldo?  °      ' 

Answer:  No. 

Question  21,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  In  the  location  of  the  road  or  the  depot  c 
Meredesia,  did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  McConnel  saV  any  thin?  about,  or  allude  tc 
any  interest  that  he  had  in  Meredosia,  as  having  been  purchased  from  Waldo? 
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Answer:  J  never  heard  Mr.  McConnel  allude  to,  or  speak  of,  any  interest  he 
lad  in  the  purchase  from  Gov.  Duncan,  either  on  tho  line  of  the  road,  or  at  its 
ermination  at  Meredosia. 

Question  22,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  When  McConnel  told  Mr.  Dunlap  and  your- 
self that  Mr.  Bucklin  should  go  down  and  locate  the  road  permanently  at  Mere- 
losia,  was  any  thing  said  by  McConnel  where  it  should  be  located,  or  did  he  al- 
ude  in  any  way  to  his  (McConnel's)  interest  in  said  town? 

Answer':  When  Mr.  McConnel  requested  James  Dunlap  and  myself  to  tell 
Wr.  BueKlin  to  change  the  location  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  at  Meredosia, 
redid  not  say  where  said  change  should  be  made,  or  where  it  should  strike  the 
Ilitiois  river;  nor  did  he  allude  in  any  way   to  any  interest  he  had  in  said  town. 

Question  ^3,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Are  you  not  inforpied  of  the  making  of  the 
bllowing  proposition:  That  Mr.  James  E.  Waldo  informed  me,  before  the  June 
court,  tliat  he  had  been  notified,  by  certain  persons  in  Jacksonville,  that  he 
^  Waldo)  was  to  be  called  upon  to  go  before  the  grand  jury  with  a  view  of  in- 
hering me  as  Commissioner;  and  that  said  Waldo  then  proposed  that,  if  I  would 
ocate  the  depot  upon  his  land,  he  would  clear  out  to  the  Black  Hawk  Pur- 
;hase,  and  would  not  appear  before  the  grand  jury;  but,  if  I  did  not  do  so,  he 
would  go  before  the  jury,  and  have  me  indicted  in  some  way  or  other? 

Answer:  I  have  heard  something  of  this  before;  but  when,  where,  or  the  par- 
iculars  thereof,  1  have  no  distinct  recollection,  which  would  enable  me  to  state 
the  circumstances  connected  with  it. 

Tlie  committee  agreed  to  examine  James  E.  Waldo  in  relation  to  the  same 
;harge  and  specification. 

James  E.  Waldo  was  sworn;  the  bond  or  contract  herein  before  copied  was 
fhown  to  him,  and  he  gave  his  testimony  as  follows,  in  reply  to  the  questions 
jroposed :  » 

Question  1,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  State  whether  you  know  that  a  contract  between 
VI.  McConnel  and  J.  E.  and  D.  Waldo,  shown  here,  was  executed  on  the  day 
t  bears  date,  or  at  any  other  time;  and,  if  so,  state  the  time. 

The  question  was  objected  to;  and  the  question  was  put  to  the  committee — 
'Shall  the  question  proposed  be  asked  of  the  witness?"  and  decided,  by  yeas  and 
lays,  as  follow:  .; 

in  the  affirmative — Messrs.  Browning,  Hardin,  and  Thornton. 

In  the  negative — Messrs.  Hacker,  Napt-r,  Roman,  Calhoun,  and  Robinson. 

The  question  being  required  by  three  of  the  members  present,  under  the  6th 
"ule,  (page  8  of  this  journal)  was  then  asked  of  the  witness. 

Question  1,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  State  whether  you  know  that  a  contract  between 
VI.  McConnel  and  J.  E.  and  D.  Waldo,  shown  here,  was  executed  on  the  day  it 
bears  date,  or  at  any  other  time;  and,  if  so,  state  the  time. 

Answer:  It  was  executed,  as  near  as  I  recollect,  on  the  21st  April,  1837. 
IVly  reasons  are  these  for  thinking  so.  On  that  day  I  paid  Joseph  Duncan,  for 
Lie  wis  Giberson,  $80,  and  took  his  receipt,  which  bears  date  21st  April,  1837; 
uid  I  believe  that  is  the  day.     It  was  not  made  On  the  5th  day  of  January,  1837. 

Question  2,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Why  was  that    contract  dated  on  the  5th  Jan- 
uary, 1837,  when  it  was  really  made  on  the  21st  of  April? 
:    This  question  was  objected   to;  and  was  ordered  to    be  fSfked  of  the  witness, 
joy  the  following  vote  of  the  committee,  taken  by  yeas  and  nays: 
l    In  the  affirmative,  Messrs.  Naper,  Roman,  Robinson.  Browning,  Hardin,  and 
Thornton — 6. 

In  the  negative,  Messrs.  Hacker,  and  Calhoun — 2. 

Question  2,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Why  was  that  contract  dated  on  the  5th  Jan- 
uary, 1837,  when  it  was  really  made  on  the  21st  of  April? 
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Answer:  I  think  I  drew  up  the  contract  and  dated  it,  without  consultir 
McConnel.  My  reasons  for  ante-dating  it  were,  that  McConnel  required  th: 
a  contract  we  made  for  four  lots  in  Meredosia, about  four  weeks  before,  should  b 
dated  5th  January,  1837;  therefore  I  supposed  he  would  wish  this  dated  bac 
5th  January,  1837. 

Question  3,  by  Mr.  Hacker:  Who  made  the  interlineation  in  the  contract,  an 
was  it  made  after  or  before  signing  it? 

Answer:  1  made  it,  with  Mr.  McConnel's  consent,  and  after  his  signing  it. 
wrote  it  in  the  market-house,  and  then  showed  it  to  McConnel.     He  took  it  int 
the  post-office  and  brought  it  back  signed,  and  a  part  of  it  struck  out.     I  aske 
him    why  he  struck  it  out,  and  he  said  it  was  surplusage.       1  said  I  thought  it  ai 
important  part  of  the  contract;  and  he  said,  if  1  thought  so,  I  might  so  fix  it. 

Question  4,  by  Mr.  Hacker:  Was  the  interlineation  made  in  the  presence  c 
McConnel,  and  how  long  after  the  signing  of  it? 

Answer:  It  was  not  in  his  presence.  I  went  immediately  into  the  market 
house,  and  it  was  made  as  soon  as  I  could  go  back  there — I  did  as  he  told  me  t< 
do.  It  was  the  same  day;  might  have  been  five  minutes  after  the  signing,  o 
might  have  been  two. 

Question  5,  by  Mr.  Naper:    Was  it  shown  to  McConnel  after  the  interlineation'! 
Answer:  It  was  not — not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question  6,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Did  you  ever  show  me  that  contract  until  to- 
night? 

Answer:  I  dont  know  that  I  ever  have,  since  it  was  signed. 
Question  7,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Was  the  substance  of  the  contract  talked  ovei 
between  you  and  Mr.  McConnel, before  you  wrote  it  down? 

Answer:  I  talked  to  Mr.  McConnel  about  his  taking  an  interest,  as  he  told  me 
he  wouLl,  previous  <to  the  purchase,  and  he  rather  objected  to  its  being  put  in 
writing,  but  agreed  to  the  purchase,  and  told  me  he  could  trust  to  my  honor,  and 
I  could  trust  to  his. 

Question  8,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  Was  the  instrument  drawn  after  the  purchase 
from  Duncan? 

.    Answer:  It  was  drawn  after  the  purchase  from  Duncan.     The  purchase  from 
Duncan  was  3 1st  March,  1837. 

Question  9,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  Have  you  any  other  testimony  than  your  own, 
that  the  date  of  the  contract  is  not  the  true  one] 

Answer:   f  dont  know  that  I  have,  unless  it  should  be  Governor  Duncan. 
Question  10,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  Do  you  know  why  McConnel  wished  the  con- 
tract before  you  ante-datedt 

Answer:- 1  do  not  know  that  he  did  wish  it  ante-dated.  I  ante-dated  it  because 
he  wished  a  previous  contract  ante-dated.  1  supposed  that  he  wanted  it  to  be 
dated  before  the  passage  of  the  act. 

Question  11,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Did  you  inform  McConnel,  when  he  signed  the 
contract  before  you,  that  you  had  already  purchased  from  Duncan  the  property 
named  in  the  contract? 

Answer:  Mr.  McConnel  and  I  talked  of  making  the  purchase  about  March 
court.  When  I  came  to  town  the  day  the  contract  was  signed,  I  met  him  at  the 
market  steps.  He  sairf-  "Well  Waldo,  you  ha\e  made  that  trade  with  Duncan — it 
was  a  very  good  trade."  I  understood  from  his  conversation,  that  he  knew  1  had 
made  the  trade  with  Duncan. 

Question  12,  bv  Mr  Hardin:  Was  the  agreement  between  yourself  and  Mr. 
McConnel  made  before  the  21st  of  April,  and  before  it  was  written  out  by 
you;  and  was  it  made  before  you  made  the  purchase  of  Governor  Duncan? 

Answer:  During  the  session  of  March  court,  I  understood  Duncan  wished  to 
sell  out  his  property  in  Meredosia.  I  told  McConnel  of  it,  he  advised  me  to  go  and 
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buy  it  if  I  could,  and  he  would  take  an  interest  in  it;  that  was  all  the  agreement 
he  made  with  me. 

Question  13,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  Did  you  believe,  at  the  time  the  first  contract 
for  the  four  lots  was  entered  into  between  yourself  and  McConnel,  that  McCon- 
nel  wished  the  contract  ante-dated,  to  evade  the  47th  section  of  the  Internal  Im- 
provement law  of  1837? 

Answer:  That  was  my  understanding,  sir;  that  was  my  belief.  I  dont  know 
that  he  made  any  such  statement;  1  don't  think  he  did. 

Question  14,  by  Mr*  Hacker:  Why  did  you  not  present  the  contract  to  Mr. 
McConnel  since  your  purchase  of  Duncan? 

Answer:  I  have  spoken  to  him  several  times  of  taking  up  that,  and  entering 
into  one  with  Duncan;  but  never  have  presented  it  to  him.  1  think  about  the  5th 
day  of  July,  I  mentioned  to  him  about  taking  that  up,  and  going  into  that  with 
Duncan;  he  said  he  was  not  going  to  take  any  of  it;  I  asked  him  if  he  was  not 
going  to  take  any  of  it;  he  said,  not  till  after  the  road  was  located. 
Question  15,  by  Mr.  Napeu:  Has  the  contract  ever  been  consummated  between 
you  and  McConnel;  and  has  any  part  of  the  property  come  into  the  possession 
of  McConnel? 

Answer:  No  further  than  that  contract  would  make  it  in  his  possession. 

Question  16,  by  Mr.  Naper:  Has  he  ever  exercised  ownership  over  it? 

Answer:   He  never  has. 

On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned  until  half  past  six    P.  M.  to-morrow. 

FRIDAY,  January  11,  1839,  6  \  p.  m. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present,  Messrs  Gatewood,  Hacker,  and  Browning,  of  the  Senate;  Messrs. 
Thornton,  Hardin,  Naper,  and  Roman,  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  motion,  the  committee  adjourned  until  Monday  January  14,  at  half  past 
six  P.  M. 

MONDAY,  January  14,  1839,  6J  p.  m. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present,  Messrs  Gatewood,  Hacker,  and  .Browning,  of  the  Senate;  Messrs. 
Thornton,  Hardin,  Naper,  Roman,  Calhoun,  French,  and  Robinson,  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

A  communication  from  John  Murray,  handed  to  the  Chair  by  Mr.  Roman, 
was  received  and  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Browning, 

Resolved,  That  no  one  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  has  authority 
or  power  to  change  or  alter  the  locatin  of  the  Great  Western  mail-route,  with- 
out the  order  and  direction  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Mr.  Roman  presented  to  tne  Chair  a  communication  from  J.  W.  Bradsby;  wnich 
was  received  and  read. 

Mr.  Roman  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved  That  the  act  of  entering  upon  the  lands  of  individuals,  without  first 
asking  for  the  right  of  way,  is  a  violation  of  the  27th  and  28th  sections  of  the 
Internal  Improvement  act. 

Mr.  Calhoun  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the  words  "asking  for,*'  and  in- 
serting 'obtaining,"  in  the  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  Calhoun  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  adopting  the  resolution,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follow: 
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Those  voting  in  the  affirmative,  are,  Messrs.  French,  Robinson,  Hacker,  Har" 
din,  Browning,  Roman,  Calhoun,  and  Gatewood — 8. 

Mr   Naper  voted  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Hardin  proposed  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  when  any  person,  through  whosa  land  a  railroad  may  be  located,  refuses 
to  donate  the  right  of  way,  to  proceed  forthwith,  on  notice  of  such  refusal,  to 
obtain  the  right,  of  way  according  to  the  provisions  of  "An  act  concerning  the 
right  of  way,"  approved  28th  February,  1833. 

Resolved,  That  any  neglect  or  refusal  of  said  Commissioner  to  proceed  to 
obtain  the  right  of  way,  in  a  case  as  aforesaid,  is  a  violation  of  his  duty. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions, 
and  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follow: 

Those  voting  in  the  affirmative,  are,  Messrs.  Roman,  Calhoun,  Browning,  and 
Hardin— 4. 

Those  voting  in  the  negative,  are,  Messrs.  French,  Robinson,  Hacker,  Naper, 
.  and  Gatewood — 5. 

A  communication  from  M.  McConnei  was  received  and  read. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Calhoun, 

Resolved,  That  a  sub-committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  examine  the  accounts 
of  the  Board  of  Fund  Commissioners,  and  report  to  this  committee  the  result  of 
such  investigation. 

Ordered,   That  Messrs.  Calhoun,  Hacker,  and  Thornton,  be  that  committee. 

And  then  they  adjourned  until  Wednesday,  January  16,  1839,  at  half  past 
six  P.  M. 

TUESDAY,  January  15,  1839,  6  p.  m. 

A  called  meeting  of  the  committee  was  held  at  the  office  of  the  Fund  Commis- 
sioners; and,  after  some  time  spent  in  examining  the  books  and  papers,  the  com- 
mittee adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY,  January  16,  1839,  6£  p.  m. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Browning,  and  Richardson,  of  the  Senate;  Messrs. 
Hardin,  Calhoun,  Roman,  and  Robinson,  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Browning  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  this  committee  now  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  witnesses 
and  papers  in  support  of  the  charges  which  have  been  preferred  against  M.  Mc- 
Coni.el,  Commissioner  of  Public   Works,  and  that  the  committee  continue  from 
day  to  day  until  the  investigation  be  completed;  which, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin, 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Richardson, 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  be  required  to  issue  subpoenas  for  the  following  wit- 
nesses, to  wit,  William  Pollock,  James  L.  McKinney,  L.  E,  H.  Houghton,  Joseph 
Duncan,  Joseph  C.  Thompson,  Winfield  S.  Wilkinson,  Harvey  Finch,  William 
French,  and  T.C.  Fogus;and  said  witnesses  to  be  summoned  to  appear  before  the 
investigating  committee  on  the  24th  of  the  present  month. 

And  then  the  committee  adjourned  till  to-morrow  evening,  at  7  o'clock  P.  M., 
at  the  office  of  the  Fund  Commissioners. 
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THURSDAY,  January  17,  1839. 

The  committee  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  the  office  of  the  Fund  Commis- 
sioners, at  7  p.  m.;  and  after  some  time  spent  in  examining  their  books  and  papers, 
The  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  at  their  room  on  Thursday,  the  Si4th  in- 
stant, at  65  p.  m. 

THURSDAY,  January  24,  1839. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Hacker,  Browning,  Naper,  and  Roman. 

A  communication  from  James  E.  Waldo  was  received. 

Copies  of  certain  abstracts  of  vouchers,  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Fund  Com- 
missioners, by  Murray  McConnel  and  Wm.  Kinney,  Commissioners  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works,  were  received. 

And  then  the  committee  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Friday,  the  25th  instant,  at 
7  p.  m. 

FRIDAY,  January  25, 1839. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Hacker,  and  Browning,  of  the  Senate;  Messrs. 
Naper,  Roman,  Robinson,  Calhoun,  and  Hardin,  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

A  communication,  received  yesterday  from  James  E.  Waldo,  was  read  to  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Brockenbrough  laid  before  the  committee  sundry  additional  specifications 
to  the  charges  against  Murray  McConnel,  Commissioner,  &c;  which  were  read. 

And  then  the  committee  adjourned  until  Monday,  the  28th  instant,  at  7  p.  m. 

MONDAY,  January  28,  1839. 

The  committe  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Hacker,  Browning,  and  Richardson,  of  the 
Senate;  Messrs.  French,  Naper,  Hardin,  Roman,  Thornton,  and  Calhoun,  of  the 
House  of  Representatives . 

A.  Brockenbrough  preferred  another  charge  and  specification  against  Murray 
McConnel,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Joseph  Duncan  was  sworn  as  a  witness,  and  the  first  specification  of  the  first 
charge  against  Murray  McConnel  was  read  to  him.  The  examination  pro- 
ceeded as  follows: 

Question  1,  by  the  Chairman:  State  what  you  know  in  relation  to  the  first 
specification  of  the  first  charge,  just  read  to  you. 

Answer:  I  did  not  know,  at  the  time  of  my  contract  with  Waldo,  that 
McConnel  had  any  interest  in  it. 

Question  2:  State  the  date  of  the  contract  between  you  and  Waldo. 

Answer:  31st  March,  1837. 

Question  3:  Describe  the  property  embraced  in  your  contract  with  the  Waldos. 

Answer:  It  consisted  of  certain  lots  in  the  original  town  of  Meredosia,  and 
in  Cobb  and  Aylesworlh's  addition  to  said  town;  and  some  land  not  sub-divided 
into  lots,  in  the  same  quarter  section  as  that  addition. 

Question  4:  Was  the  railroad  located  at  the  time  of  purchase? 

Answer:  It  was  not,  at  that  time. 
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In  answer  to  other  questions  not  taken  down,  Mr.  Duncan  gave  testimony  as 
follows: 

Answer  to  question  5:  The  Northern  Cross  railroad  runs,  as  he  thinks,  through 
several  of  the  lots  sold  to  Waldo,  but  he  is  not  positive;  thinks  he  may  be  mis- 
taken. 

Answer  to  question  6:  If  the  railroad  does  not  run  through  the  lots,  it  does 
not  touch  the  land  not  laid  out,  which  is  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off,  or  more. 

Answer  to  question  7:  The  land  not  laid  off  in  lots  is  within  a  mile,  or  less, 
of  the  railroad. 

Answer  to  question  8:  There  was  no  contract  between  himself  and  the  Waldos 
relative  to  this  land,  as  early  as  the  5th  January,  1837.  No  negotiation  was 
ever  attempted  between  himself  and  the  Waldos,  at  any  time  previous  to  the 
31st  March,  1837,  touching  the  Meredosia  property  sold  by  him  to  the  Waldos. 
Answer  to  question  9:  He  knows  the  contract  was  made  after  the  law  pass- 
ed, and  supposes  it  was  on  the  day  his  (Duncan's)  bond  was  dated,  31st  March, 
1837.  It  was  delayed  for  security,  whether  for  more  than  a  day  or  two,  or  not, 
he  does  not  recollect.  * 

Answer  to  question  10:  He  never  had  any  conversation  with  McConnel  about 
the  purchase,  previous  to  the  purchase;  none,  except  since  he  was  summoned 
as  a  witness  by  this  committee. 

Answer  to  question  11:  He  does  not  know  that  McConnel  ever  bought  any 
property  of  him  (Duncan.)  Mr.  Wiggins  told  him  that  McConnel  bought  a  lot  of 
him,  which  he  (Duncan)  had  an  interest  in.  He  does  not  know  when  it  was  pur- 
chased; does  not  know  of  McConneFs  buying  any  other  property  in  Meredosia; 
was  never  present  at  any  bargain  made  by  him. 

Answer  to  question  12:  If  there  had  been  a  contract  made  on  the  5th  January, 
1837,  he  would  not  have  asked  as  much  as  $25,000  for  it  (the  property;)  or,  at 
all  events,  would  have  taken  less.  The  property  in  Meredosia  had  been  dull,  but 
the  passage  of  the  railroad  act  increased  its  supposed  value. 

Question  13:  by  Mr.  Browning:  In  your  contract  with  the  Waldos,  you  re- 
serve the  right  to  select  ten  lots  in  the  town  of  Meredosia,  for  the  use  of  Illinois 
college.  Could  the  Waldos,  prior  to  that  contract,  have  known  that  you  had  any 
intention  of  reserving  such  lots  for  the  use  of  the  college? 

Answer:  The  Waldos  could  not  have  known  his  intention  to  reserve  the  lots, 
prior  to  the  contract;  at  least  they  did  not  know  it  from  him,  nor  was  it  a  matter 
of  public  notoriety.  He  had  made  a  memorandum  in  his  own  books*  and  may 
have  given  a  memorandum  to  the  treasurer  of  the  college. 

Daniel  Waldo  was  sworn,  as  a  witness  to  the  first  specification   of  the  first 

charge,  and  the  third  specification  of  the  fourth  charge,  and  examined  as  follows: 

The  first  specification  of  the  first  charge  being  read  to  him,  he  was  interro- 


Question  1:  State  all  you  know  in  relation  to  that  specification. 

Answer:  James  E.  Waldo  was  at  Jacksonville,  at  the  March  court  in  1837. 
He  came  home,  and  said  that  he  and  McConnel  had  had  some  talk  of  a  contract 
about  land  to  be  bought  of  Duncan.  I  told  him  to  make  what  bargain  he  pleased 
with  McConnel.  He  went  away,  and  came  back  for  a  power  of  attorney  from 
me.  He  afterwards  brought  back  a  bond  from  McConnel,  which  I  objected  to, 
because  it  was  ante-dated. 

(The  bond  on  file  among  the  papers  of  the  committee,  and  a  copy  of  which  is 
preserved,  marked,  was  shown  to  the  witness,  and  identified  as  the  same.) 

*  The  original  bond,  from  Duncan  to  the  Waldos,  was  produced  to  the  committee  at 
the  time  of  putting  question  9;  and  a  copy  is  preserved  among  the  papers. 
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McConnel  and  I  had  several  conversations  afterwards,  about  the  contract,  and 
McConnel  wanted  me  to  give  up  the  bond. 

The  whole  affair  of  the  contract,  between  J.  E.  Waldo  and  McConnel,  was 
going  on  from  the   last  Monday  in  March  to  the  last  of  April.  ■ 

The  conversations  with  McConnel  were  had  when  McConnel  was  at  Meredosia 
last  fall,  and  another  time  at  Jacksonville,  in  December,  1837,  when  they  talk- 
ed of  altering  the  location  of  the  road.  Me  told  McConnel,  if  altered,  their  property 
at  Meredosia  would  not  be  so  valuable.  McConnel  replied,  the  location  should  not 
be  altered. 

The  power  of  attorney  was  executed  when  he  (James  E.  Waldo)  came  home 
during  the  session  of  court. 

Question  2:  Has  McConnel  exercised  any  ownership  over  the  property? 

Answer:  He  never  sold  any  of  it,  that  I  know  of.  In  our  conversations,  he 
spoke  of  it  as  our  property — which  location  would  be  of  most  advantage  to  our 
property. 

He  never  had  any  conversation  with  McConnel  about  the  date  of  the  bond. 

He  believed  the  contract  was  void  in  law,  because  it  bore  a  wrong  date;  and 
McConnell  could  prove  he  was  not  in  Jacksonville  on  the  5ih  January,  1837. 

James  E.  Waldo  assigned,  as  a  reason  for  ante-dating  the  contract,  that  Mc- 
Connel and  he  had  conversations  about  that  bond,  (the  same  bond  shown  to  him, 
as  stated  above.) 

They  had  no  contract  with  McConnel  on  the  5th  January.  They  bought  no 
land  of  Duncan  in  Meredosia,  except  that;  had  no  other  contract  with  Duncan, 
except  their  mortgage  to  him. 

He  had  no  conversation  with  McConnel,  until  he  came  down  to  locate  the  road. 
They  never  spoke  of  the  ante-date. 

He  had  a  conversation  with  McConnel  last  fall.  McConnel  asked  him  for 
money  they  owed  him.  He  (Waldo)  said  they  had  advanced  something  on  the 
Duncan  contract.  McConnel  said,  when  he  settled  that,  he  should  settle  the  whole, 
did  not  want  it  connected  with  other  matters. 

Question  3,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Have  you  and  M.  McConnel  had  any  conversa- 
tion about  the  bond  given  by  M.  McConnel  to  J.  E.  and  D.  Waldo?  If  so,  state 
what  transpired  between  you  in  those  conversations. 

Answer:  My  first  conversation  with  Mr.  McConnel  was  at  Meredosia,  when 
he  came  down  with  Bucklin  to  lay  off  the  railroad.  They  talked  about  the  start- 
ing poin.t;  and  which  way  would  be  of  most  advantage  to  the  Duncrm  purchase — 
to  the  property  we  (McConnel  and  I)  had  there.  "Our  property"  were  the  words. 
It  started  on  one  of  the  lots  we  bought  of  Duncan. 

Our  second  conversation  was  in  Jacksonville,  when  Jos.  Thompson  and  I  went 
up  to  see  if  they  wouid  let  us  commence  work  nearer  in  town.  I  told  McConnel 
I  feared  he  would  alter  the  location  of  the  road,  which  would  injure  the  value  of 
our  property.  McConnel  said:  "By  God  Almighty,  Daniel,  there  shall  be  no  al- 
teration in  the  location  of  that  road."' 

Our  next  conversation  was  this  last  fall — last  September  or  October.  Mc- 
Connel was  at  Meredosia,  the  first  time  he  was  there  this  fall.  McConnel  said 
we  were  owing  him  money,  and  he  wanted  us  to  pay  it.  I  told  him  we  had  paid 
about  $3,000  on  the  Duncan  purchase,  had  advanced  considerable  money  for  him, 
and  calculated  to  take  it  out  of  that.  He  replied  he  did  not  want  it  to  go  that 
way;  when  he  paid  that  contract,  he  wanted  to  pay  the  whole,  to  pay  it  all  at 
once;  said  he  and  James  E.  Waldo  had  been  making  some  arrangement;  he  un- 
derstood that  was  to  be  given  up.  I  told  him  there  had  been  talk  about  it;  I 
understood  from  James,  he  was  unwilling  to  give  it  up.  I  was  willing  to  give  it 
up,  if  he  would  give  me  something  reasonable.  He  said  he  would  like  to  have  it 
given  up;  and  we  would  settle  every  thing  all  up  between  us.     The  proposition 
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McConriel  made,  was  to  square  all  between  us.  He  said  "I  will  square  all  ac- 
counts between  us,  and  will  give  you  the  depot  on  the  other  side  to  build — the 
water  was  low,  and  it  could  be  built  for  the  advantage  of  the  State,  and  cheaper." 
I  toid  him  1  would  do  it;  1  would  give  up  the  papers;  and  I  set  a  day  to  go  to 
Jacksonville  to  do  it.  When  1  went  to  get  the  papers,  I  could  not  get  them; 
James  had  them,  and  was  not  willing  to  give  them  up.  He  said  the  depot  should 
be  the  same  as  that  built  by  January  and  Dunlap,  on  this  side  the  river;  the  same 
as  they  were  about  to  build. 

Question  4:    Would  you    have  given  up  the  bond  merely   for  the  balance 
between  you,  without  the  depot? 
Answer:  1  wouW  not. 

Question  5,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Did  you  and  Mr.  McConnel  ever  make  a  con- 
tract for  the  building  of  said  depot;  and,  if  so,  what  were  its  terms  ? 

Answer:  McConnel  brought  a  contract  down,  for  me  to  make  copies  of,  and 
execute.  The  terms  were,  that  I  should  build  the  depot  for  the  same  as  Janua- 
ry and  Dunlap  had  agreed  to  make  one  for.  It  was  to  be  a  similar  depot  to  that 
they  were  to  build  at  Meredosia,  and  was  to  be  made  according  to  the  estimates 
of  engineers.  Said  contract  was  never  executed.  The  reason  why  1  did  not 
insist  on  the  contract  was,  because  I  could  not  comply  with  the  contract.  I 
could  not  get  the  bond  to  give  up  to  him. 

Question  6,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Did  you  believe  that  Mr.  McConnel  had  a  right 
to  let  out  the  building  of  a  depot,  without  advertising  for  proposals  ? 

Answer:  I  did  believe  that  he  had.  He  showed  me  the  statute,  which  he  said 
would  justify  him  in  doing  it.  I  believed  that  it  was  legal,  from  his  showing  me 
the  statute. 

Question  7,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Did  Mr.  McConnel  endeavor  to  persuade  you 
not  to  come  to  Yandalia,  as  a  witness  on  this  occasion?  If  so,  state  what  he  said 
to  you. 

Answer:  When  I  was  coming  here,  he  said  he  wanted  I  should  go  back,  tliat 
he  might  take  my  deposition.  He  had  an  authority  to  take  my  deposition  and 
others,  before  two  justices  in  Morgan.  He  wanted  me  to  go  back,  and,  as  a  jus- 
tice, help  to  take  the  depositions  of  others.  The  conversation  took  place  at 
Detheridge's,  between  here  and  Jacksonville,  as  Mr.  McConnel  was  going  home, 
and  I  was  coming  here.  I  was  not  then  summoned  to  come  as  a  witness.  Mc- 
Connel notified  Brockenbrough  to  go  back  to  take  depositions.  It  was  not  a 
private  conversation;  others  were  in  the  room.  M 

Question  8,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  When  you  offered  to  give  up  that  bond,  upon 
the  condtion  that  you  could  have  the  depot  to  build,  did  not  McConnel  expressly 
tell  you    that  the  budding  of  the  depot  should  have  nothing  to  do  with  it  ? 

Answer:  He  never  made  any  such  conversation  at  the  time.  When  he  came 
down  with  the  contract  for  me  to  sign,  he  said  several  times,  he  did  not  care 
whether  I  gave  up  the  bond  or  not;  that  made  no  odds  to  him.  There  was  no 
such  conversation  at  the  time  the  agreement  was  made;  but  I  considered  the  giv- 
ing up  the  bond  as  a  consideration   for  giving  me  the  depot  to  build. 

Question  9,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Was  the  price  agreed  upon  that  you  should 
have  for  building  the  depot;  if  so,  what  part  of  the  consideration  did  the  giving 
up  of  this  bond,  form;  or,  were  you  to  have  any  more  for  the  building,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  giving  up  of  this  bond  ? 

Answer:  I  have  stated  already  the  conversation.  I  was  to  give  up  the  bond — 
I  was  to  have  the  engineers'  estimates  for  building  ihe  depot — 1  was  to  have  the 
same  as  January  and  Dunlap.  There  was  no  sum  stated.  I  considered  I  was 
going  to  make  money  by  getting  the  depot  to  build.  I  supposed  it  was  all  legal, 
because  he  showed  me  the  law.     I  was  to  have  no  extra  pay  for  building  it,  in 
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consequence  of  giving  up  the  bond.  The  only  advantage  I  was  to  get,  was  the 
preference  of  the  job. 

Question  10,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Did  you  you  write  a  letter  to  me  in  re- 
lation to  said  depot;  and  did  I  write  to  you?  If  so,  where  are  those  letters  I  wrote 
to  you  ? 

Answer:  I  wrote  to  him.  He  wrote  to  me.  The  letter  is  probably  here,  in 
possession  of  Mr.  Brockenb rough. 

(The  following  letter  was  shown  to  him,  and  identified  as  the  same.) 

"Jacksonville,  November  13,  1838. 

"Dear  Sir:  Yours  of  the  10th  is  before  me.  As  to  my  seeming  to  be  ofF, 
about  the  contract  over  the  river,  you  are  or  were  very  much  mistaken.  But  I 
this  day  received  a  letter  from  the  engineer  over  the  river,  saying  that  he  had 
heard  such  a  thing  was  in  contemplation,  and  he  advised  against  it  this  season, 
as  he  says  it  will  not  be  needed.  And  now  as  you  seem  to  be  inclined  to  be  off", 
I  believe  I  will  take  his  advice,  and  we  can  talk  it  over  in  the  spring,  if  I  should 
happen  to  be  Commissioner,  which  I  dont  care  one  damnabou\. 

As  to  the  bond  to  the  Witham  lot  you  mention,  I  am  not  now  the  owner  of  it. 
The  same  belongs  to  Jas.  A.  Collins,  of  Pike  county,  as  administrator  of  Witham, 
and  the  only  claim  I  have  to  it  is,  that  I  am  his  agent,  and  the  estate  owes  me  pro- 
bably more  than  it  wdl  ever  pay;  so  you  see  I  can't  make  the  assignment  you 
request.  And  again,  friend  Daniel,  if  I  could,  1  would  not  upon  the  terms  you  men- 
tion; I  am  only  willing  to  cancel  claims  and  be  even  all  round.  And  really  I 
would  rather  have  the  money  James  E.  and  D.  Waldo  owe  me,  on  account, 
than  do  that;  as  I  know  mighty  well  wheat  can  and  wliat  canH  be  done.  As  to  the 
exposing  of  private  letters,  God  knows  I  have  no  advantage  of  certain  of  my 
friends  in  that.  But  we  will  not  disagree  about  that.  Tell  James  to  give  Brock, 
another  false  certificate,  if  he  likes  it.  I  think  I  will  be  at  Meredosia  before  I  go 
to  Vandalia,  and  see  you.     You  may  rely  upon  my  aid  at  Vandalia  if  you  need  it. 

M.  McCONNEL." 

Dan'l  Waldo,  Esq. 

Question  11,  by  McConnel:  Have  you  not  stated  to  persons,  since  you  have 
been  in  this  town,  that  if  McConnel  would  decline,  and  not  be  a  candidate  for 
the  office  of  Commissioner,  -those  charges  would  be  withdrawn,  and  that 
would  be  the  best  way  to  settle  this  whole  matter  any  how  ? 

Answer:  I  said  1  presumed  the  whole  would  be  settled  if  he  was  not  a  candi- 
date, I  had  no  authority  for  saying  so. 

Question  12,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  State  what  part  of  the  town  of  Meredosia  the 
railroad,  as  first  located,  passed  through — was  that  considered  a  permanent  lo- 
cation, and  staked  off;  and  did  the  road,  as  first  located,  run  through  any  part  of 
the  property  purchased  of  Gov.  Duncan?  And  when  was  the  location  changed; 
and  did  Mr.  McConnel  say  that  the  location  was  changed  by  his  direction  or 
consent  ? 

Answer:  It  passed  through  Cobb  and  Aylesworth's  addition  on  Washington 
street.  It  was  staked  off,  by  side  and  grade  stakes — staked  out  by  Mr.  Pollock. 
It  ran  on  the  street;  and  from  section  one,  the  side  stakes  were  not  set  round  to 
the  lake.  Some  of  the  lots,  purchased  of  Gov.  Duncan,  lay  on  Washington  street. 
The  location  was  changed  last  summer;  it  might  be  in  June,  previous  to  the  let- 
ting on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  which  I  think  was  in  July.  McConnel  said  it 
was  not  changed  by  his  direction  or  consent. 

[The  last  answer  was  given,  on  inspection  of  the  map  exhibited  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  sworn  toby  Mr.  Brockenbrough.] 

Question  13,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Did  the  contractors  ever  commence  work  on 
the  road,  as  it  was  first  located  through  the  property  purchased  of  Duncan,  and 
receive  estimates,  and  pay  upon  such  work  ? 
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Answer:  They  grubbed  off  as  it  was  first  located.  I  do  not  know  whether 
they. received  pay. 

Question  14,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  You  say  this  contract  was  never  made.  Will 
you  now  state  whether,  at  any  time  while  this  contract  was  in  contemplation, 
it  was  agreed  between  us,  that  the  giving  up  of  that  bond  should  not  make 
any  part  of  the  condition  in  said  contract  about  the  depot  ?  State  what  ,was  said 
about  it. 

Answer:  We  did  make  a  verbal  contract.  He  made  it  in  writing,  but  we 
never  signed  it.  When  he  came  down,  and  brought  the  written  contract,  I  then 
told  him  I  did  not  know  that  I  could  get  the  bond;  I  would  if  I  couid.  He  said, 
"I  dont  care  a  cent  about  that;  it  is  nothing  to  me  one  way  or  the  other;"  told  me 
to  come  up  to  Jacksonville,  and  bring  the  bond  if  I  could  get  it;  but  whether  I  got 
the  bond  or  not,  he  would  give  me  the  contract  any  how.  This  was  the  second 
conversation — the  second  time  he  came  down  to  Meredosia,  when  he  brought  down 
the  written  contract  to  be  copied.  1  copied  them,  and  made  some  little  alteration, 
and  took  them  to  Jacksonville,  to  see  if  McConnel  would  sign  them,  i  gave  the 
copy  to  him.  He  aaid  he  would  take  it  and  examine  it,  when  he  had  time;  he  had 
not  "time  then.  I  asked  him  once  or  twice,  if  he  had  examined  it;  he  said  he  had 
not;  had  not  had  time.     The  contract  never  was  executed. 

James  E.  Waldo  again  examined. 

Question  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Have  you  and  your  brother  disposed  of  or  ex- 
changed any  of  the  property  bought  of  Gov.  Duncan  in  Meredosia;  if  so,  what 
was  the  date  of  the  transaction;  and  was  McConnel  consulted  with  upon  the  sub- 
ject, or  was  he  informed  of  it  1 

Answer:  We  did  accept  of  the  following  arrangement  with  Duncan:  [Here 
a  bond  was  produced,  and  identified  as  the  same  by  the  witness,  a  copy  of  which 
follows:] 

''Jacksonville,  August  27,  1838. 

"Whereas  I  agreed,  by  bond,  dated  31st  March,  1837,  to  convey  toD.  and  J. 
E.  Waldo,  four-fiths  of  all  my  right  and  title  to  lot  No.  five,  in  block  No.  seven, 
in  Cobb  and  Aylesworth's  addition  to  the  town  of  Meredosia,  Illinois,  on  condition 
of  the  said  Waldos  complying  with  the  conditions  of  said  bond;  and  whereas,  to 
compromise  with  Samuel  Wiggins  respecting  the  title  to  said  lot,  I  agreed  to  take 
lots  five  and  eight  in  block  eight,  and  to  relinquish  all  claim  to  lot  five  in  block 
seven.  Now,  therefore,  I  hereby  agree  with  said  Waldos,  to  substitute  four- 
fifths  of  lots  five  and  eight  in  block  eight,  in  the  lieu  of  lot  five  in  block  seven, 
they  hereby  agreeing  to  receive  the  two  former,  instead  of  the  latter  lot. 

JOSEPH  DUNCAN,  [seal] 
JAMES  E.  WALDO,  [seal] 
DANIEL  WALDO,     [seal] 

"Attest:  E.  T.  Goudy." 

Answer  continued:  Duncan  and  Wiggins  having  previously  compromised  it. 
The  date  is  the  same.     McConnel   was  not  consulted  or  advised  with  about  iU 

Daniel  Waldo  was  discharged  from  further  attendance  as  a  witness. 

The  committee  determined  that  they  would  not  proceed  to  investigate  the 
second  specification  of  the  first  charge. 

And  then  the  committee  adjourned  until  the  next  evening. 

TUESDAY,  January  29,  1839,  7  p.  m. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present,  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Hacker,  and  Browning,  of  the  Senate;  Messrs. 
Calhoun,  Naper,  Hardin,  and  Robinson,  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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L.  E.  H.  Houghton  was  sworn  as  a  witness  to  ihe  first  specification  of  the  first 
charge. 

Question  1:  State  what  you  know  of  the  contract  between  the  Waldos  and 
Mr.  McConnel,  for  property  in  Meredosia. 

Answer:  I  know  nothing  of  such  a  contract,  except  what  I  have  heard  others 
say. 

1  heard  James  E.  Waldo  and  McConnel  in  conversation,  at  the  July  term  of 
court,  in  1838.  They  were  in  his  office — talked  of  the  location  of  the  depot  at 
Meredosia.  McConnel  expressed  dissatisfaction  at  the  present  location  of  the 
depot.  I  understood  McConnel  to  be  dissatisfied,  and  that  it  was  contrary  to  his 
expectations  the  depot  was  located  at  the  time  it  was  located.  He  observed,  "it 
would  not  take  much  to  take  it  further  up  the  river,  with  the  same  curve.  There 
had  been  some  surveying  done,  that  would  justify  the  location  further  up,  so  that 
the  road  would  strike  at  or  near  the  point  of  the  island."  1  know  nothing  of  two 
locations — the  maps  or  the  streets  of  Meredosia.  McConnel  expressed  dis- 
satisfaction with  the  location,  as  it  then  was,  and  now  is,  and  wanted  it  moved 
further  up  the  river. 

Question  2:  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  any  other  location,  prior  to  the  one 
they  were  talking  about? 

Answer:  1  do  not. 

Question  3:  Were  they  conversing  about  any  change  of  location,  from  any 
other  or   former  one    in  Meredosia? 

Answer:  I  think  Mr.  Waldo  said  it  ought  to  go  into  town  by  some  other  place 
which  he  named;  and  the  depot  ought  to  be  placed  where  it  had  been  intended. 
I  do  not  recollect  that  Mr.  McConnel  gave  any  answer,  relating  to  any  former 
location  of  the  depot.  The  location,  which  Waldo  said  ought  to  have  been  made, 
was  in  the  direction  further  up  the  river,  as  spoken  of  before. 

Question  4,  by  Mr.  Browning-  Was  there  any  conversation  between  McCon- 
nel and  Waldo  about  property  they  owned  in  Meredosia  ? 

Answer:  I  do  not  recollect  of  any.  Their  conversation  was  commenced  low; 
the  first  part  1  did  not  notice  sufficiently  to  recollect  any  thing  about  it. 

Question  5,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Did  Mr.  McConnel  state  why  the  location  of 
the  road  and  depot  had  been  changed;  and  did  he  express  a  wish  to  have  it  moved 
further  up  the  river?  . 

Answer:  I  do  not  recollect  that  he  gave  any  reason  for  the  change,  runder- 
stood  that  Mr.  Bucklin,  whom  he  sent  down,  located  the  depot  at  a  time  he  did 
not  expect  it.  As  I  said  before,  he  observed  it  would  not  take  much  to  move  it  up 
the  river.  The  road  has  not  been  changed  since  that  conversation.  I  did  not 
understand  McConnel  to  admit  any  former  location  of  the  depot;  do  not  recollect 
that  he  did. 

S.  C.  Fogus  sworn  as  a  witness  to  the  first  additional  specification  to  the  first 
charge. 

Question  1:  State  all  you  know  relative  to  this  charge:  [The  charge  being 
first  read  to  him.] 

Answer:  I  sold  McConnel  a  lot  of  ground  for  four  hundred  and  twenty  dollars. 
The  contract  was  made  on  Saturday,  the  bond  executed  on  Monday,  as  I  think. 
The  12th  June,  1837,  was  the  date  of  the  bond.  The  lot  joins  the  lot  on  which 
the  railroad  office  now  stands — joins  it  on  the  south,  and  lies  parallel  to  it.  The 
railroad  was  not  then  permanently  located;  it  was  not  publicly  made  known,  at 
least  that  I  know  of.  If  I  had  known  it,  1  should  not  have  sold  the  iot  as  I  did. 
The  lot  is  worth  more  now  than  then — I  do  not  know  how  much.  I  offered 
since  to  take  it  back  from  Stevenson  for  the  same  money,  and  Stevenson  would 
not  give  it  up.  If  I  owned  it  now,  I  should  value  it  at  least  as  much  more  as  I 
sot  for  it.  The  lot  does  not  lie  on  the  line  of  the  railroad.  I  do  not  know  whether 
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the  railroad  touches  the  office  lot  which  joins  the  lot  sold.  The  lot  sold  to  Mc- 
.  Connel  is  lot  No.  seven,  in  Duncan's  north  addition  to  the  town  of  Jacksonville. 
'The  rise  of  property  is  owing  to  the  railroad;  it  increases  the  value  of  property 
along  the  line  of  the  railroad.  The  lot  sold  to  McConnel  is,  as  near  as  1  can 
reckon,  more  than  one  hundred  feet  from  the  railroad,  as  located.  I  have  no  cer- 
tain knowledge  of  the  distance.  The  railroad  office  is  between,  and  some  other 
distance  between,  I  do  not  know  how  much.  McConnel  owned  the  lot  south  of 
the  lot  sold  at  the  time  it  was  sold.  It  was  bought  by  McConnel  sometime  in 
March,  1837,  as  I  think,  of  Mr.  Stevenson;  I  was  told  so  by  Stevenson. 

S.  C.  Fogus  was  discharged  from  further  attendance  as  a  witness. 

James  McKinney  Was  sworn  as  a  witness  to  the  first  specification  of  the  first 
charge. 

Question  1:  State  what  you  know  respecting  this  charge;  [the  charge  being 
first  read  to  him.] 

Answer:  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  any  purchase  in  Meredosia,  by  Mc- 
Connel. 

Question  2:  Has  not  Mr.  McConnel  frequently  conversed  with  you  respecting 
the  original  location  of  the  railroad  in  Meredosia;  and,  when  the  present  location 
was  spoken  of,  did  he  not  tell  you  that  such  a  change  would  be  without  his  ap- 
probation or  authority,  or  words  to  that  effect? 

Answer:  I  heard  McConnel  say  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  present  location 
being  made,  at  the  time  it  was  made.  He  said  he  thought  the  location  of  the  depot 
would  be  opposite  the  point  of  the  island,  or  near  there,  probably  a  little  above; 
that  the  present  location  was  made  without  his  knowledge  or  authority,  or  words 
to  that  effect. 

Question  3,  by  Mr,  Browning:  Did  Mr.  McConnel  express  himself  dissatisfied 
with  the  location,  as  it  now  is  ? 

Answer:  I  thought  he  did;  that  was  my  impression  at  the  time. 

Question  4,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  Mr. 
McConnel  about  property  he  and  the  Waldos  owned  in  Meredosia? 

Answer:  Not  that  I  recollect  of. 

Question  5,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Did  Mr.  McConnel  express  a  wish  that  the 
termination  of  the  road  should  be  opposite  the  point  of  the  island,  or  near  there? 

Answer:  I  did  not  understand  him  to  wish  the  depot  to  be  located  there. 

Question  6,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Why  was  McConnel  dissatisfied  with  the  loca- 
tion^ now  made? 

Answer:  He  objected  to  the  present  location,  because  the  landing  was  not  as 
good  as  that  at  the  point  of  the  island.  He  did  express  himself  dissatisfied  with 
the  present  location. 

Question  7,  by  Mr.  Hardin :  Do  you  know  whether  the  railroad  was  ever  lo- 
cated in  Meredosia,  so  as  to  strike  the  river  opposite  the  island;  and  did  you  ever 
hear  McConnel  say  that  it  had  been  or  would  be  so  located? 

Answer:  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  that  the  railroad  v/as  ever  so  located, 
as  to  strike  the  river  opposite  the  point  of  the  island.  1  have  no  recollection  that 
I  ever  heard  McConnel  say  it  had  been  or  would  be  located  there. 

Question  8:  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  McConnel  say  that  the  location  of  the  road, 
as  it  was  first  said  to  have  been  made  in  Meredosia,  should  not  be  changed;  or 
did  you  ever  hear  him  say  any  thing  on  that  subject?  If  so,  state  it. 

Answer:  I  never  heard  him  say  any  thing  more  than  I  have  stated  already, 
as  far  as  I  recollect. 

■  Question  9,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Had  you  any  conversation  with  Mr.  McConnel, 
at  the  last  March  term  of  the  court  in  Jacksonville,  about  a  change  in  the  location 
of  the  road?    If  so,  state  what  it  was. 

Answer:  I  have  no  recollection  of  having  any  conversation  with  him  about 
it,  at  that  particular  time. 


25 

Question  10,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Did  you  ever  hear  a  conversation  between 
Mr.  McConnel  and  James  E.  Waldo,  in  relation  to  the  location  of  the  railroad  at 
Meredosia?   State,  as  nearly  as  you  can  recollect,  what  the  conversation  was. 

Answer:  I  think  I  heard  them  have  a  conversation  about  it  at  the  Recorder's 
office.  I  cannot  exactly  say  what  it  was;  but  it  seems  to  me  it  was  about  the 
amount  of  what  I  have  already  stated.  The  conversation  was  nearly  the  same 
as  that  which  I  had  with  McConnel.  Waldo  seemed  to  be  anxious  that  the  depot 
should  be  opposite  the  point  of  the  island.  I  could  not  undertake  to  state  the 
conversation,  for  I  do  not  recollect  it  precisely. 

Question  llj'by  Mr.  Gate  wood:  What  is  the  substance  of  your  deposition,  as 
taken  by  Mr.  McConnel?  State  if  it  is  in  substance  the  same  as  you  have  now- 
stated,  and  whether  there  were  other  points  in  the  same  examined  into. 

Answer:  One  question  in  the  deposition  was,  whether  I  knew  of  his  (McCon- 
nel's)  owning  any  property  in  Meredosia.  I  am  the  Recorder  of  the  county. 
I  examined  the  records,  and  answered,  that  I  could  not  find  that  he  had  at  any  time 
owned  any  property  in  Meredosia.  Nothing,  that  I  have  been  examined  on  to- 
night, has  any  reference  to  what  is  in  the  deposition,  except  what  relates  to 
his  owning  property  in  Meredosia,  as  well  as  I  recollect. 

An  abstract  of  vouchers,  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Fund  Commissioners  by  E» 
J.  Willard,  was  received. 

And  the  committee  adjourned  until  to-morrow  evening,  at  7  p.  M. 

^WEDNESDAY,  January  30, 1839,  7  p.  m. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Hacker,  Browning,  and  Richardson,  of  the  Sen- 
ate; Messrs.  Hardin,  Roman,  Robinson,  Naper,  and  Thornton,  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

Joseph  C.  Thompson  was  sworn  as  a  witness  to  the  first  specification  of  the 
first  charge;  which  was  read  to  him. 

Question  1:  Were  side  stakes  driven  along  said  railroad  route,  through  Cobb 
and  Aylsworth's  addition;  and  was  any  work  done  by  the  contractors  on  said 
road,  through  said  addition  ? 

Answer:  There  was  work  done  in  Cobb  and  Aylsworth's  addition.  There 
were  stakes  set — side  and  centre  stakes.  I  was  not  there  when  the  road  was  lo- 
cated. There  were  some  bushes  cut,  &c.  I  don't  know  whether  McConnel 
gave  any  directions  about  it.  I  dont  know  any  thing  of  any  contract  between 
McConnel  and  the  Waldos,  relative  to  property  in  Meredosia — never  heard  Mc- 
Connel say  any  thing  about  it. 

Question  2,  by  Mr  Hardin:  If  the  road  had  been  permanently  located,  so  as 
to  terminate  in  the  part  of  the  town  of  Meredosia  opposite  the  island,  would  it 
have  increased  the  value  of  the  property  bought  by  the  Waldos  of  Duncan,  m 
Cobb  and  Aylsworth's  addition,  more  than  the  present  location?  Do  you  live  in 
Meredosia? 

Answer:  I  can  only  say  as  a  matter  of  opinion.  I  should  judge  that  it  would. 
I  live  at  Meredosia. 

Question  3,  by  Mr.  McCoanel:  Is  not  the  railroad  now  finished  at  Meredosia? 

Answer:  It  is  finished,  so  that  the  locomotive  runs. 

Question  4,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Does  the  railroad  line,  as  it  is  now  finished, 
run  on  any  part  of  Cobb  and  Aylsworth's  addition? 

Answer:  I  cannot  say  that  it  does  or  does  not.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it 
does  not. 

Question  5:  Did  you  ever  hear  McConnel  say  any  thing  of  the  change  of  the 
location  of  the  railroad? 
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Answer:  I  think  I  have  heard  him  say  that  he  never  gave  any  orders  to  have 
it  located  where  it  now  is.     I  cannot  say  where  or  when  I  heard  him  say  it. 

Question  6,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Do  you  know  whether  James  E.  Waldo  was  in 
Meredosia  on  the  5th  day  of  January,  1837;  or  do  you  know  any  facts,  which 
lead  you  to  that  belief?  If  so,  state  them. 

Answer:  From  entries  in  his  day  book,  which  bear  that  date,  in  his  hand- 
writing, 1  believe  that  he  was  there  on  that  day.  I  know  his  hand-writing  and 
his  day  book. 

Question  7,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  You  say  you  live  in  Meredosia.  Have  you 
ever  known  McConnel  to  exercise  any  rights  of  ownership  over  the  property 
bought  by  the  Waldos  of  Gov.  Duncan,  in  Meredosia? 

Answer:  I  never  have. 

William  French  was  sworn  as  a  witness  to  the  additional  specification  to  the 
second  charge;  which  was  read;  and  also  to  the  first  additional  specification  to  the 
first  charge. 

Question  1,  by  Mr.  Gatewood:  Is  the  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia 
located  on  the  most  direct  and  eligible  route? 

Answer:  I  do  not  think  it  is;  that  is  simply  my  opinion. 

Question  2,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  Are  you  an  engineer. 

Answer:  I  am  not. 

Question  3,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  Do  you  think  yourself  competent  to  judge  of 
the  eligibility  of  a  railroad,  in  reference  to  grades,  practicability  of  construction, 
and  other  considerations   relative  to  the  construction  of  railroads? 

Answer:  I  do  not. 

Question  4,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  Do  you  possess  any  knowledge  of  any  derelic- 
tion of  duty,  on  the  part  of  McConnel,  in  the  location  of  the  said  railroad? 

Answer:  I  do  not. 

Question  5:  Do  you  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  any  act  ofMcConnel's  in 
violation  of  the  twenty-seventh  and  thirty-third  sections  of  the  internal  improve- 
ment act? 

Answer:  I  do  not  know  of  .any  such  act  ofMcConnel's,  or  of  any  motive  he 
had  in  the  location.  I  suppose  the  taking  the  road  south  from  Meredosia,  in  front 
of  Naples,  and  up  the  valley  of  Wolf  run,  when  there  was  a  nearer  and  more 
practicable  route,  would  be  a  violation  of  the  thirty-third  section. 

Question  6:  State  what  you  heard  Mr.  McConnel  say,  about  the  13th  August, 
1838,  relative  to  the  location  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  between  Jackson- 
ville and  Meredosia,  through  the  valley  of  Wolf  run. 

Answer:  In  passing  from  Meredosia  to  Jacksonville,  in  company  with  McCon- 
nel, January,  and  Dunlap,  I  think  on  the  13th  August,  1838,  in  speaking  about 
the  location  of  the  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia,  McConnel  said  he 
could  not  have  made  the  railroad  any  where  else  than  he  did,  in  the  valley  of 
Wolf  run;  that,  if  he  had  attempted  to  make  it  in  any  other  place,  the  Jackson- 
ville and  Naples  Railroad  Company  would  have  enjoined  his  work;  also,  that  it 
was  the  understanding  that  the  rdad  was  to  be  made  there;  and  that  they  were 
to  have  a  lateral  branch  to  Naples,  in  consideration  that  the  Jacksonville  and 
Naples  Railroad  Company  should  not  enjoin  him. 

Question  7:  Did  Mr.  McConnel  state  that  such  was  the  understanding  from 
the  commencement? 

Answer:  I  don't  recollect  precisely,  but  I  think  he  made  use  of  those  words; 
though  I  have  not  a  very  distinct  recollection. 

Question  8:  What  did  you  understand  by  the  words  "from  the  commence- 
ment ?" 

Answer:  From  the  commencement  of  the  public  works. 

Question  9:  Is  there  any  land  laid  off,  under  the  name  of  Morgan  city,  through 
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which  the  present  location  of  the  railroad,  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia, 


Answer:  There  is. 

Question  10:  Do  you  know,  certainly,  that  McConnel  owns  any  interest  in 
those  lands ;  or  did  he  own  any    at  the  time  of  the  location  of  the  route1? 

Answer:  I  do  not. 

Question  11:  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  McConnel  refuse  an  offer  of  $7,000  for 
his  interest  in  Morgan  city  and  lands,  in  and  about  Wolf  run;  and,  if  so,  when 
and  where  such  offer  was  made? 

Answer:  I  did.  The  offer  was  made  by  Mr.  Collins,  I  think  about  the  1st 
March,  1837,  in  the  branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  at  Jacksonville.  Wm. 
B.  Warren  and  T.  O.  Duncan,  cashier  of  the  bank,  were  present.  Mr.  Collins 
offered  Mr.  McConnel  $7,000  for  his  interest  in  Morgan  city  and  lands  that  lie 
in  the  vicinity  of  Morgan  city,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Morgan  city  tract  of 
land.  I  think  I  heard  Mr.  McConnel  say  he  owned  one-fourth  of  the  tract  of  land 

Question  12:  Did  Mr.  McConnel  accept  or  refuse  the  offer  of  Collins?. 

Answer:  He  refused  to  take  the  $7,000. 

Question  13:  Do  you  know,  certainly,  what  distance  the  said  railroad  traver- 
ses the  said  tract  of  land? 

Answer:  I  think  it  passes  through  the  tract,  said  to  belong  to  the  Morgan  city 
tract,  about  two  miles  and  a  half.     It  may  be  more,  or  a  little  less. 

Question  14:  Can  you  state,  positively,  when  McConnel  acquired  any  interest 
in  said  tract  of  land? 

Answer:  I  cannot. 

Question  15:  Do  you  not  know  that  that  interest  must  have  been  acquired 
prior  to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  27th  February,  1837? 

Answer:  I  presume  it  was,  if  he  owned  it  at  all.  I  do  not  know,  certainly, 
that  he  owned  any  part  of  it. 

Question  16,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Would  the  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Mer- 
edosia have  passed  through  Morgan  city,  and  the  tract  of  land  known  as  the 
Morgan  city  tract,  if  said  road  had  been  located  upon  what  you  believe  to  be  the 
nearest  and  most  eligible  route? 

Answer:  It  would  have  passed  through  it,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile — 
would  not  have  passed  through  Morgan  city,  but  through  the  Morgan  city  tract  of 
land. 

Question  17,  by  Mr.  Browning:  When  was  Morgan  city  laid  out? 

Answer:  Part  of  it  was  laid  out  in  March,  part  in  April,  and  part  in  August, 
in  1837,  as  well  as  I  recollect. 

Question  18,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Are  you  a  surveyor,  and  are  you  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  country  over  which  said  road  passes? 

Answer:  I  am  a  surveyor,  and  am  well  acquainted  with  the  country  over 
which  said  road  passes. 

Question  19,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  State  whether  your  recollection  of  the  con- 
versation with  January  and  Dunlap  is  clear,  and  whether  you  may  not  be  mis- 
taken. 

Answer:  I  do  not  think  I  am  mistaken;  I  am  satisfied  I  am  not;  1  have  a  dis- 
tinct recollection  of  it. 

Question  20,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Were  any  other  persons  present  at  this  con- 
versation, except  January,  Dunlap,  and  McConnel?  If  any,  state  who  were  pre- 
sent; state  where  the  conversation  took  place,  and  what  led  to  the  conversation. 

Answer:  No  other  persons  were  present.  We  were  all  together  in  a  buggy 
wagon  on  the  bluffs  of  the  Illinois  river,  near  Davis'  branch,  travelling  on  the 
road.  As  well  as  I  recollect,  I  pointed  to  Davis'  branch,  and  told  McConnel  he 
ought  to  have  taken  the  railroad  there,  instead  of  up  Wolf  run.  I  believe  that 
gave  rise  to  the  conversation. 
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Question  21,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  What  have  you  heard  Mr.  Brockenbrough 
say  was  his  object  in  prosecuting  McConnel?  And  did  he  say  any  thing  about 
who  was  engaged  with  him  in  making  those  charges,  and  whether  he  paid  his 
own  expenses? 

Answer:  I  have  heard  him  say  he  wanted  him  out  of  office;  that  he  was  not 
fit  for  it,  and  was  a  dangerous  man  to  fill  the  office.  I  have  heard  him  speak 
frequently  about  to  that  amount.  I  have  heard  him  repeatedly  say  there  was 
no  person  engaged  in  it  but  himself;  that  he  had  no  person  to  take  an  active  part, 
and  that  he  was  alone.     I  heard  him  say  that  he  paid  his  own  expenses. 

Question  22,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Have  not  you  and  others,  to  your  knowledge, 
been  engaged  in  forwarding  those  charges,  and  getting  up  this  prosecution? 

Answer:  I  have  not — I  know  of  no  other  person  than  Mr.  Brockenbrough. 

Question  23:  Had  you  not  given  Mr.  Brockenbrough  previous  information  of 
all  the  evidence  you  have  given  this  committee? 

Answer:  I  gave  it  to  him  about  two  weeks  ago,  I  think  in  Jacksonville,  upon 
application  by  him.  The  information  I  gave  him  was  about  the  road  passing 
through  the  Morgan  city  tract  of  land,  the  conversation  with  McConnel,  in  pre- 
sence of  January  and  Dunlap,  and  the  conversation  in  the  bank. 

Question  24,  by  Mr.  McConnel?  Have  you  not  been  engaged,  for  several 
months  past,  with  other  persons  in  Morgan  county,  in  prosecuting  and  getting  up 
charges  against  McConnel?  State,  sir,  all  you  know  about  this  matter;  and  are 
you  not  interested  in  having  the  locations  of  the  road  different  from  what  they 
now  are? 

Answer:  So  far  as  respects  getting  up  charges,  I  know  nothing  about  it.  I 
have  done  no  such  thing,  and  know  of  no  other  person  so  engaged,  except  Brock- 
enbrough. I  own  some  property  adjoining  Meredosia  on  the  south,  which,  if  the 
road  had  been  taken  east,  up  Davis'  branch,  and  no  branch  made  at  Naples, 
would  have  been  worth  more. 

Question  25,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Was  the  road  located  before  you  acquired 
that  property? 

Answer:  I  purchased  the  property  about  the  first  week  in  April,  1837;  I  think 
the  road  was  not  then  located, 

Question  26,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  What  is  Mr.  Brockenbrough 's  business;  and 
has  he  not  been  engaged  in  land  speculations  for  some  years  past?  Whether  he 
was  not,  or  has  been,  the  owner  of  land  in  the  upper  end  of  Meredosia,  and  lands 
adjoining  the  upper  end  of  said  town?  And  have  you  not  heard  Brockenbrough 
say    that  he  was  anxious  that  the  road  should  be  located  down  Coon  run? 

Answer:  Brockenbrough  has  been  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  lands.  He 
owned  property  in  the  upper  end  of  Meredosia,  and  lands  about  two  miles  north, 
on  the  Meredosia  lake;  and  one  tract  of  land  east,  as  well  as  I  recollect.  I  recol- 
lect hearing  him  say  he  believed  the  road  would  be  located  either  up  Coon  run 
or  Davis'  branch;  he  rather  thought  Coon  run. 

Question  27,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Do  you  not  know  from  Brockenbrough,  that 
his  interest  has  been  affected  in  the  location  of  the  road?  And  what  have  you 
heard  him  say  upon  that  subject?  And  whether  that  is  not  the  cause  of  his 
prosecuting  McConnel? 

Answer:  I  have  heard  him  say  his  interest  was  injured  by  the  location  of  the 
railroad  iu  front  of  Naples,  south  of  Meredosia,  and  up  Wolf  run;  and  by  the 
lateral  branch  to  Naples.  And  I  have  heard  him  say  he  expected  to  gain  nothing 
by  the  prosecution,  except  in  common  with  every  body  else.  I  never  heard  him 
say  that  the  injury  to  his  property  was  the  cause  of  the  prosecution. 

Question  28,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Are  not  the  "Waldos  owners  of  land  in  the 
upper  end  of  Meredosia;  and  have  they  not  been  engaged  in  speculating  in  lands 
in  that  part  of  Meredosia;  and  are  they  not  deeply  interested  in  procuring  the 
road  to  be  changed  to  Coon  run,  and  to  the  upper  end  of  town? 
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Answer:  I  believe  they  own  property  there,  and  have  been  speculating.  I 
should  say    they  were  interested  in  procuring  that  change. 

Question  29,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Are  you  not  a  surveyor,  and  do  you  not 
reside  in  Morgan  county;  and  have  you  not  made  a  connected  plat  ofMeredosia; 
and  are  you  not  acquainted  with  the  owners  of  land  in  Meredosia,  and  the  loca- 
tion of  the  railroad  there,  as  now  completed;  and  do  you  know  of  any  property, 
that  is  owned  by  McConnel,  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  in  Meredosia? 

I  am  a  surveyor,  and  live  in  Jacksonville,  in  Morgan  county.  I  have  made  a 
connected  plat  of  Meredosia.  I  am  acquainted  with  the  location  of  the  railroad 
in  Meredosia.  I  know  a  good  many  of  the  owners  of  the  property  in  said  town. 
I  know  of  no  property,  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  there,  owned  by  McConnel. 

Question  30,  by  Mr.  Browning:  State  whether  you  know  of  any  exertion 
now  being  made  by  the  Messrs.  Waldos,  or  others,  to  procure  a  change  in.the  pre- 
sent location  of  the  railroad  at  Meredosia? 

Answer:  I  do  not. 

Question  31:  Do  you  believe  that  any  such  exertion  is  now  making  by  said 
Waldos,  or  by  any  one  else? 

Answer:  I  do  not. 

Question  32,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  State  whether  you  know  the  land  condemned 
for  railroad  purposes,  in  Jacksonville?  And  is  the  land  described  in  the  assessment, 
made  by  Metcalf,  Henry,  and  Fooshee,  for  one  thousand  dollars,  on  Joseph  Dun- 
can's land;  that  on  which  the  railroad  office,  and  engine  house  or  stable,  are  built? 
And  does  the  railroad  lot,  so  condemned,  adjoin  lot  No.  seven,  in  Duncan's  north 
addition  to  Jacksonville? 

Answer:  I  know  the  land  condemned  for  railroad  purposes,  in  Jacksonville. 
I  believe  the  engine  house,  or  stable,  and  railroad  office,  are  built  upon  the  land 
condemned  and  described  in  the  assessment  made  by  Metcalf,  Henry,  and  Foo- 
shee, for  one  thousand  dollars  on  Joseph  Duncan's  |land.  From  the  inspection  of 
the  map  of  the  town  of  Jacksonville,  here  shown  to  me,  I  believe  the  land  con- 
demned does  join  lot  No.  seven  in  Duncan's  north  addition  to  the  town  of  Jack- 
sonville.* 

Question  33,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Do  you  know  any  thing  about  the  fact,  of 
your  own  knowledge,  whether  the  condemned  land,  spoken  of,  joins  lot  No.  seven 
in  Duncan's  north  addition  to  Jacksonville? 

Answer:  I  do  not. 

Joseph  C.  Thompson  and  William  French  were  discharged  from  further  at- 
tendance  as  witnesses. 

A.  Brockenbrough,  having  been  formerly  sworn  on  a  verbal  examination  be- 
fore the  committee,  was  interrogated. 

Question  1,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  From  what  source  did  you  derive  the  inform* 
ation  contained  in  the  additional  specification  to  the  second  charge? 

Answer:  From  Mr.  French. 

And  then  the  committee  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  2  o'clock,  p.  m. 

THURSDAY,  January  31,  1839,  2  p.  m. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Messrs.  Browning,  Gatewood,  Richardson,  and  Hacker,  of  the  Senate; 
Messrs.  Calhoun,  Thornton,  Hardin,  French,  Roman,  Naper,  and  Robinson,  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin, 

The  ninth  rule  was  repealed. 

*  The  map  mentioned  in  answer  No.  32,  was  a  map  of  Jacksonville,  produced  to  the 
committee,  and  sworn  to  by  A.  Brockenbrough. 
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James  Harvey  Finch  was  sworn  as  a  witness  to  the  third  additional  specifica- 
tion to  the  fourth  charge,  which  was  read- 
He  was  directed  to  state  all  he  knew  respecting  the  charge,  and  gave  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Answer:  I  do  not  know  any  thing  of  the  purchase  of  the  boat  by  McConnel. 
I  know  nothing  of  his  paying  for  it.  1  don't  recollect  hearing  McConnel  say  any 
thing  about  it.  I  saw  the  bbat,  and  the  condition  of  it,  in  August,  September, 
and  October,  1838.  In  August,  I  think,  I  saw  the  boat  running  as  a  ferry-boat 
across  the  river  at  Naples.  In  September,  I  saw  it  once  or  twice  lying  sunk  near 
the  shore,  just  above  the  ferry  landing  at  Naples.  I  dont  know  that  that  is  the 
same  boat  spoken  of  in  the  charge,  of  my  own  knowledge.  I  understood  the 
boat  which  I  saw   belonged  to  Mr.  Collins,  when  it  was  first  sent  there. 

Question  1 :  Was  the  boat  generally  reputed  and  understood  to  be  the  proper- 
ty of  Charles  Collins? 

Answer:  It  was. 

Question  2 :  Did  those,  who  had  charge  of  the  boat  at  Naples,  acknowledge 
the  boat  as  Collins'  property? 

Answer:  Mr.  McCourtney,  who  had  charge  of  the  boat,  told  me  that  Collins 
sent  it  there;  that  he  (McCourtney)  did  not  own  it,  but  only  rented  it,  and  rented 
the  ferry. 

Question  3,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Was  there  any  other  steam  ferry-boat  about 
Naples,  to  your  knowledge,  than  the  one  of  which  you  speak? 

Answer:  There  was  not. 

Question  4,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  State  what  was  the  value  and  description  of  the 
boat  you  speak  of. 

Answer :  I  cannot  speak  as  to  the  value  of  the  engine.  The  boat  itself,  as  I 
should  judge,  was  worth  from  8150  to  $200.  It  was  a  common,  single-hull 
boat,  about  two  feet  deep  from  the  deck  to  the  bottom  of  the  hull;  when  a  team 
was  on  board,  was  not  much  out  of  water;  a  four  horse  team  and  wagon  could 
not  stand  lengthwise  across  the  boat. 

It  was  agreed  by  the  committee,  that  written  interrogatories  should  be  prepared 
and  sent  to  James  M.  Bucklin,  tendering  the  charges  and  specifications  he  was 
called  to  prove;  and  that  he  should  be  requested  to  reduce  his  answers  to  writing, 
and  appear  with  them  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee;  to  be  sworn  as  to 
their  truth,  and  cross-examined,  if  desired. 

Mr.  McConnel  consented  to  this  order. 

And  then  the  committee  adjourned  until  Saturday,  the  2d  February,  1839, 
at  7  p.  M. 

SATURDAY,  February  2,  1839,  7  p.  M. 

The  committe  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Hacker,  Browning,  and  Richardson,  of  the  Sen- 
ate; Messrs.  Roman,  Naper,  Hardin,  and  Calhoun  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Williamson  Gatewood  was  sworn  as  a  witness  to  the  third  additional  specifica- 
tion to  the  fourth  charge. 

Question  1 :  State  what  you  know  about  the  purchase  of  a  steamboat  by  Mr. 
McConnel. 

Answer:  I  can  only  state  what  appears  from  his  accounts.  He  filed  in  the, 
office  of  the  Fund  Commissioners,  on  the  1st  October,  1838,  a  voucher  dated  12th 
September,  1838,  "to  Charles  Collins,  for  a  small  steamboat,  to  survey  the  Illi- 
nois river,  $2,500;"  which  voucher  was  signed  by  Charles  Collins.  It  was  with- 
drawn 18th  December,  1838. 
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Question  2:  State  if  on  the  1st  October,  when  the  settlement  was  made,  Mr. 
McConnel  was  allowed  credit  for  the  $2,500,  for  the  steamboat. 

Answer:  He  was.  On  the  7th  December,  1838,  he  filed  another  account,  with 
$2,500  stated  at  the  foot  of  the  account  as  a  credit  to  the  sum.  I  entered  the 
credit,  with  a  deduction  of  the  $2,500,  on  the  the  7th  December.  After  reflect- 
ing on  it  a  day  or  two,  I  saw  Mr.  McConnel,  and  told  him  I  thought  it  was  an 
improper  way  of  disposing  of  the  $2,500;  that  1  thought  the  better  way  would  be, 
to  withdraw  the,  voucher,  and  charge  him  with  the  amount  in  his  account,  which 
he  readily  consented  to  do;  at  the  same  time,  or  about  that  time,  he  observed 
that  the  contract  never  had  been  confirmed  about  the  steamboat,  as  the  parties 
never  had  complied  with  their  contract,  in  doing  work  about  the  boat,  repairs  or 
improvements  of  some  kind.  He  said  the  money  had  been  deposited  in  bank, 
but  was  not  in  their  possession.  McConnel  generally  made  his  accounts  up 
monthly,  or  so  returned  them;  sometimes  two  or  three  months'  accounts  together. 
The  account,  where  the  steamboat  was  charged,  was  returned  to  the  1st  Octo- 
ber; the  next  was  returned  7th  December.  The  credit  did  not  reach  me  till  the 
7th  December,  but  was  included  in  the  account  for  November,  as  I  think.  It 
was  included,  at  any  rate,  in  the  next  account  he  returned,  after  the  charge  was 
made,  and  I  adjusted  it  as  before  stated. 

Question  3:  Was  the  voucher  a  receipt  from  Collins? 

Answer:  It  certainly  was  a  receipt  from  him,  for  money  paid,  so  expressed,  or 
else  I  should  not  have  received  it  as  a  voucher. 

Question  4,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  In  the  final  settlement,  was  McConnel  allow- 
ed a  credid  for  the  boat? 

Answer:  He  has  no  credit  now  on  the  books,  for  thatlboat  or  any  other;  his 
account  now  stands,  as  to  amount,  as  if  no  such  voucher  liad  been  presented. 

Question  5:  Are  the  items  as  you  mentioned  them,  in  the  order  of  time  as  they 
occurred,  shown  on  your  books? 

Answer:  They  are. 

Question  6:  Did  you  act  under  the  authority  of  the  Board  of  Fund  Commis- 
sioners, in  allowing  the  credit  of  $2,500,  on  the  1st  October,  1838? 

Answer:  I  did. 

Question  7:  Did  you  also  act  under  the  authority  of  the  Board,  when  you  re- 
turned the  voucher? 

Answer:  I  did.  •  I 

Moses  M..  Rawlings    was  sworn  as  a  witness  to  the  same  charge. 

Question  1:  Were  you  present  in  Vandalia  on  the  7th  December  last? 

Answer:  I  was  here  at  the  commencement  of  the  session. 

Questidfe  2:  Do  you  know  any  thing  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  voucher,  spoken 
of  by  the  last  tvitness? 

Answer:  Not  that  I  now  recollect  of;  I  know  it  only,  as  Mr.  Gatewood  men- 
tioned the  circumstance,  and  I  saw  it  recorded  in  the  books. 

Question  3:  Did  you  approve  of  the  mode  in  which  it  was  disposed  of? 

Answer;  I  did.  I  was  satisfied  it  was  correctly  settled,  from  the  statements 
of  Mr.  Gatewood,  and  the  history  he  gave  me  of  it. 

Charles  Oakley  was  sworn  as  a  witness  to  the  same  charge.  The  same  ques- 
tions were  asked  of  him  as  of  the  last  witness.     He  gave  the  following: 

Answer:  I  can  only  state,  as  General  Rawlings  has  stated,  that  it  seemed  all 
to  be  correctly  done.  We  had  given  Mr.  Gatewood  full  power  to  receive  or  re- 
ject vouchers  in  our  absence. 

Messrs.  Gatewood,  Rawlings,  and  Oakley,  were  discharged  from  further  at- 
tendance, as  witnesses. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin, 

It  was  agreed  by  the    committee,  that  written  interrogatories  should  be   pre- 
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pared  and  submitted  to  Win.  Pollock  and  other  witnesses,  not  yet  examined,  in 
the  same  manner  as  interrogatories  had  been  submitted  to  James  M.  Bucklin;  to 
be  answered  in  like  manner  in  writing,  to  be  sworn  to  before  the  committee,  and 
cross-examined  upon,  if  desired;  and  that  Mr.  McConnel  should  have  the  liberty 
to  take  the  testimony  of  witnesses  in  like  manner,  to  be  sworn  to  and  cross-ex- 
amined upon   by  the  committee  in  the  same  way. 

James  M.  Bucklin  was  allowed  further  time,  until  Monday  next,  to  complete 
his  answers. 

James  Harvey  Finch  was  again  examined  as  to  the  third  additional  speci- 
fication to  the  fourth  charge;  and  also  as  to  the  second  charge  and  the  additional 
specification  to  the  second  charge.  Being  directed  to  state  whatever  he  knew, 
relative  to  the  steamboat,  not  already  given  in  evidence,  he  answered: 
'  I  was  at  Naples  sometime  in  October — the  boat  was  lying  at  pretty  much  the 
same  place. 

Question  1,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  State  what  was  the  condition  of  the  Illinois  river, 
in  August,  1838,  and  for  several  months  before  and  thereafter. 

Answer:  The  river  was  very  low,  in  August,  September,  and  October.  Small 
boats  had  run  up  as  far  as  Beardstown  bar,  which  is  about  twenty-three  miles  above 
Naples.  Boats  of  the  size  of  that  could  run  up  to  Beardstown.  Boats  of  that 
size,  after  passing  Bea:rdstown  bar,  which  is  below  Beardstown,  as  I  understand 
about  tbe  river,  might  go  up  to  Peoria.  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  river,  of 
my  own  knowledge,  above  Beardstown.  I  have  heard  steamboat  captains  and 
pilots  say  the  Beardstown  bar  was  the  worst  bar  on  the  river.  The  river  was 
unusually  low  late  in  the  season  and  fall — did  not  get  low  till  the  latter  part  of 
the  summer  and  fall.     It  was  full   during  March,  April,  and  May. 

Question  2,  by  Mr.  Richardson:  What  was  the  condition  of  the  engine  of  said 
boat,  about  August,  September,  and  October? 

Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  McConnel  owns  any  property  in  Naples,  and  is  a 
partner  of  the  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &Co.? 

Answer,  (to  first  branch):  I  could  not  say  positively.  The  boat  was  running 
across  the  river  before  it  was  sunk.  I  don't  know  much  about  engines.  The  en- 
gine was  a  small  one;  the  fly-wheel  I  should  judge  was  about  eight  or  ten  feet  in 
diameter. 

(To  second  branch):  I  knew  nothing,  only  from  business  I  have  done  with 
him,  and  what  I  have  heard  him  say.  I  have  heard  him  say,  at  two  different 
times,  that  he  owned  property  in  Naples — that  he  owned  part  of  the  house  and 
lot  where  they  do  business.  The  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.,  bought 
a  note  on  me,  which  McConnel  presented  to  me,  and  I  paid  to  him. 

Mr.  McConnel  here  admitted  to  the  committee  that  he  did  own  jlirt  of  the 
house  and  lot,  and  was  a  partner  of  the  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.;  and 
said  he  could  not  see  what  that  had  to  do  with  the  business. 

Question  3:  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  value  of  said  property? 

Answer:  Very  little,  sir.  I  have  lived  at  Naples,  and  have  lived  at  Meredo- 
sia,  for  six  years  or  upwards.  I  now  live  at  Meredosia.  I  suppose  front  lots, 
such  as  that  I  have  spoken  of,  are  worth  from  $1,000  to  $2,000. 

Question  4:  Do  you  know  of  McConnel's  owning  any  property  in  and  about 
Naples,  except  that  you  have  named? 

Answer:  1  do  not. 

Question  5:  Was  the  boat  of  such  a  description,  in  your  opinion,  as  to  be  suit- 
able in  any  way   to  aid  in  improving   the  navigation   of  the  Illinois  river? 

-Answer:  The  boat  could  run  up  and  down  the  river  in  August;  I  think,  sir,  it 
came  up  to  Meredosia. 

Question  6:  |  Was  it  suitable  for  removing  bars,  or  dredging,  or  removing  snags? 

Answer:  If snagy  or  sand  were  put  upon  it,  "it  could  carry  off  a  small  quanti- 
ty.    I  should  (not  think  it  could  do  much  towards  pulling  up  snags  or  scraping. 


Question  7:  Do  you  know  the  value  of  unimproved  land  between 
the  outlet  oflakc  Dickinson  and  Naples? 

Answer:  Not  exactly,  sir.  I  should  judge  it  was  worth  from  $6  to 
$10  an  acre. 

Question  8:  If  the  railroad  had  run  from  Lake  Dickinson  to  Naples, 
would  it  have  benefitted  the  land  as  much  as  it  injured  it? 

Answer:     I  think  it  would. 

Question  9,  by  Mr.  McConnel:     Arc  you  an  engineer? 

Answer:     I  am  not. 

Question  10,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Have  you  ever  been  engaged  in 
clearing  out  a  river? 

Answer:     I  have  not. 

Question  11,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Are  you  a  judge  of  steamboats  and 
their  value — of  steam  engines,  and  their  value? 

Answer:  Nothing  more  only  from  the  information  of  others;  from 
what  I  have  heard  men  say  they  paid  for  boats  and  engines. 

Question  12:     What  is  the  power  of  the  engine  on  this  boat  spoken  of? 

Answer:     I  don't  know  the  power  of  it. 

Question  13:  Would  not  the  railroad  have  injured  the  land  between 
lake  Dickinson  and  Naples  by  running  over  it.  as  much  as  any  other 
good  land  similarly  situated? 

A-nswer:     Yes,  any  other  land  of  the  same  quality,  I  should  think  ? 

Question  14:  Would  not  the  railroad  be  of  as  much  benefit  to  land 
about  Jacksonville  as  to  the  land  between  lake  Dickinson  and  Naples? 

Answer:  It  would  depend  on  the  way  the  railroad  runs  through  the 
land.  If  it  does  not  cut  the  farm  in  two,  it  would  be  of  the  same  benefit 
as  between  lake  Dickinson  and  Naples.     That  is  my  opinion. 

Question  15:  Are  there  any  improved  farms  between  the  outlet  or 
lake  Dickinson  and  Naples? 

Answer:  I  don't  know  positively  whether  there  are  or  not.  My 
opinion  is  that  there  are  not. 

Question  16:  Did  you  ever  follow  either  of  the  experimental  lines  for 
the  lateral  road  between  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  and  Naples? 

Answer:  I  followed  the  one  now  located  on.  I  never  did  follow  the 
other. 

Question  17:  Are  you  not  well  acquainted  with  the  land  over  which 
the  other  experimental  line  runs;  and  have  you  not  frequently  gone  over 
the  ground? 

Answer:  Yes;  I  am  well  acquainted  with  it,  and  have  been  over  the 
ground. 

James  Harvey  Finch  was  discharged  from  further  attendance  as  a 
witness. 

Andrew  Johnson  resigned  his  situation  as  Clerk  to  the  committee;  and 
Mr.  O.  L.  Beach  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

Communications  from  James  Oakey  and  Egbert  Dewey,  relative  to 
A.  R.  Parker,  acting  as  principal  engineer  of  that  portion  of  the  North- 
ern Cross  railroad  west  ofthe  Illinois  river. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Edson  Harkness,  relative  to 
Joel  Wright,  Murray  McConnel,  and  J.  W.  Ingersoll;  and  a  note  from 
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J.  E.  Waldo,  desiring  Wm.  B.  Warren  to  be  subpoenaed  as  a  witness. 
And  then  the  committee  adjourned   until  Monday,  the  4th  February. 
at  7  p.  m. 


MONDAY,  February  4,  1839,  7  o'clock,  p.  m. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Messrs.  Hacker  and  Browning,  of  the  Senate;  Mr.  Roman, 
of  the  House. 

Not  a  quorum  present,  the  committee  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  64 
o'clock,  v.  M. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  6,  1839,  7  o'clock. 

The  committee  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Hacker,  and  Browning,  of  the  Senate; 
and  Messrs.  Hardin  and  Roman,  of  the  House. 

Mr.  James  M.  Bucklin  submitted,  in  writing,  the  following  answers  to 
interrogatories  proposed  to  him  by  the  committee. 

Question  1 :     How  far  is  Naples  from  Meredosia? 

Answer:     About  six  miles. 

Question  2:  Would  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  from  Jacksonville 
to  Meredosia  on  a  straight  line,  at  any  point,  be  nearer  than  five  miles 
to  Naples? 

Answer:     No. 

Question  3:  Does  that  curve  in  the  railroad  by  which  it  is  brought 
within  five  miles  of  Naples  pass  over  any  land  owned  by  McConnel? 

Answer.     Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Question  4:  State  all  the  circumstances  you  know  relative  to  the 
present  location,  and  by  whom  it  was  ordered,  and  whether  there  is  a 
difference  in  the  cost  between  any  other  route  not  within  five  miles  of 
Naples  and  the  one  now  located. 

Question  8:  Will  you  examine  the  map  of  Meredosia  and  state  what 
strcetor  course  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  passed  through  said  town,  as 
originally  located  and  placed  under  contract,  and  whether  the  original 
termination  was  made  in  Meredosia?  State  dates  and  circumstances  mi- 
nutely. 

Question  9:  Did  the  contractors  ever  receive  an  estimate  and  pay  for 
work  done  on  said  road  through  Meredosia,  as  the  same  was  originally 
located  and  placed  under  contract? 

Question  10:  When  was  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  permanent) 
located  through  Jacksonville  and  Meredosia,  as  the  same  was  placed 
under  contract;  and  when  was  such  location  publicly  made  known? 

Answer  to  interrogatories  4,  8,  9,  and  10: 

On  my  arrival  in  Jacksonville,  May  1837,  1  received  orders  from  M. 
McConnel  to  commence  the  location  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  be- 
tween Jacksonville  and  Meredosia,  on  the  Illinois  river.  Accordingly, 
having  organized  a  corps  of  engineers  on  the  23d  or  24th  of  May,  1  pro- 
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ceeded  with  them  to  Meredosia,  accompanied  by  M.  McConncl,  who 
designated  a  point  on  an  island  in  the  Illinois  river,  above  the  ferry,  as 
the  best  point  for  the  termination  of  the  road  in  that  town,  as  it  was  the 
only  landing  for  boats  in  low  water.  This  point  was  therefore  fixed 
upon  as  the  termination  of  the  road  at  the  Illinois  river.  The  first  Jine 
ran  from  this  point  passed  through  an  alley  (running  at  right  angles  with 
the  river)  parallel  to,  and  immediately  north  of,  Main  street,  and  was 
extended  about  2,000  feet.  A  deflection  was  then  made  to  the  south, 
round  the  foot  of  the  bluif  on  the  east  side  of  Dixon's  lake,  and  carried 
so  far  south  as  the  valley  of  Wolf  run.  Experimental  lines  were  then 
run  from  different  points  in  this  line  through  the  different  passes  in  the 
bluffs  to  determine  the  best  line  through  them;  that  is  up  Raccoon  creek. 
Davis'  branch,  and  Eagle  run.  The  line  up  Raccoon  run  was  extended 
to  Jacksonville,  and  another  brought  from  thence  down  the  valley  of 
Wolf  run,  joining  the  southern  extremity  of  the  first  line  run,  and  contin- 
ued along  the  eastern  margin  of  Dixon's  lake,  crossing  it  opposite  the 
town  of  Meredosia,  and  terminating  at  some  point  on  the  line  first  run 
in  the  town- 

These  examinations  were  completed  about  the  last  of  June,  and,  as  the 
road  was  advertised  to  be  put  under  contract  by  the  10th  and  12th  July, 
it  then  became  necessary  to  commence  the  definitive  location  of  the 
road.  The  original  location  of  the  second  division  of  the  Northern  Cross 
railroad,  between  Jacksonville  and  Springfield,  although  included  in 
my  district,  I  had  no  control  over,  nor  had  1  any  knowledge  of  the  coun- 
try east  of  Jacksonville;  consequently  (any  point  in  Jacksonville  bein^ 
accessible  with  the  railroad  from  the  west,)  1  was  necessarily  dependant 
for  information  from  the  gentleman  to  whom  was  confided  the  location 
of  the  second  division,' as  to  what  part  of  the  town  it  was  advisable  to 
commence  the  location  of  my  division  so  as  to  suit  the  location  of  the 
road  east  of  Jacksonville.  By  Mr.  McConnel,  I  was  informed  that  Mr. 
Chinnhad  ascertained  that  it  was  best  to  bring  the  line  into  town,  from 
the  east,  on  a  centre  or  section  line.  Accordingly  a  point  was  selected 
in  this  line,  in  Main  street  (near  the  present  location)  and  the  definitive 
location  commenced  about  the  4th  of  July;  which  fact  was  then,  I  be- 
lieve, publicly  known,  although  I  did  not  report  to  Mr.  McConnel,  in 
writing,  until  the  10:h  of  July.  The  general  route  determined  upon  to 
be  definitively  located,  and  proposed  for  contract,  commenced  at  the 
above  designated  points  in  Jacksonville,  passed  through  the  valley  of 
Wolf  run,  along  the  eastern  side  of  Dixon's  lake  to  the  original  point  of 
commencement  on  the  island  above  the  ferry,  in  Meredosia.  But  the 
party  engaged  in  revising  this  approximate  line  of  location  did  not  reacS 
the  valley  of  the  Illinois  river  until  about  the  15th  July.  It  was  then 
thought  advisable  to  examine  the  west  side  of  Dixon's  lake;  a  line  was 
therefore  commenced  by  Mr.  Pollock,  at  the  original  terminus  on  the 
Illinois  river,  in  Meredosia,  and,  by  a  curve  to  the  south  of  500  feet  radius, 
carried  into  Washington  street,  on  a  tangent  of  about  four  miles  in  length, 
crossing  the  outlet  of  Dixon's  lake  and  ascending  in;o  the  valley  of  Wolf 
run.  This  line  was  so  much  more  favorable  than  any  on  the  east  side  of 
the  lake  that  I  adopted  it  as  the  permanent  location,  and  it  was  staked 
out  and  cleared  by  the  contractors  in  the   fall  of  1837;  for  which   thej 


received  an  estimate  in  November,  and,  I  presume,  payment-  During 
the  winter  the  propriety  of  changing  the  termination  further  south  was 
frequently  discussed.  Mr.  McConnel  seemed  to  approve  of  it;  and,  in  the 
spring  of  1S3S,  the  contractors,  Messrs.  January  and  Dunlap,  came  to 
me,  and  informed  me  that  they  wished  to  land  some  timber  for  super- 
structure at  Meredosia,  and  wishing  me  to  locate  permanently  the  ter- 
mination, which  I  refused  to  do,  as  Mr.  McConnel  had  informed  me 
that  ne  would  himself  fix  upon  a  point  for  the  change  of  location.  They 
then  said  that  Mr.  McConnel  had  referred  them  to  me  to  designate 
the  point,  and  I  accordingly  did  so,  about  half  a  mile  below  the  original 
terminus.  At  Jacksonville  there  was  also  a  change  of  location  in  the 
spring,  but  not  so  material. 

Question  5:      What  is  the  estimated  cost  of  the  Naples  branch? 

Answer:     $36,543  on  one  route,  and  $18,294  on  the  other. 

Question  6:  Has  McConnel  any  interest,  and,  if  so,  to  what  extent, 
on  that  side  of  Jacksonville  where  the  railroad  passed? 

Answer:  He  has  an  interest  in  that  part  of  the  town,  north,  I  should 
suppose  about  $10,000. 

Question  7:  Has  Mr.  McConnel  any  interest  in  Naples;  if  so,  what 
is  it — and  how  great,  according  to  your  judgment? 

Answer:  McConnel  has  an  interest  in  a  mercantile  house  in  Naples, 
but  I  do  not  know  that  he  owns  any  other  property  in  that  town. 

Question  11:  Did  Mr.  McConnel  ever  order  you  to  cause  surveys  to 
be  made  with  a  view  to  the  location  and  construction  of  a  branch  road 
from  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  to  the  town  of  Naples? 

Question  12:     How  did  you  receive  said  order? 

Question   13:     Were  said  surveys  made  in  pursuance  of  said  order? 

Question  14:  Is  the  present  location  of  said  branch,  as  under  con- 
tract, in  your  opinion,  more  advantageous  to  the  interests  of  the  State 
than  any  other  location  which  might  have  been  procured? 

Question  15:  If  a  belter  location  could  have  been  selected,  why  was 
it  not  done? 

Question  16:  Did  you  not  recommend  a  shorter  and  more  econom- 
ical iocation  for  said  branch? 

Question  17:  State  the  difference  in  distance,  cost,  and  other  mate- 
rial facts  respecting  the  difference  in  said  locations? 

Question  18:  Did  not  M.  McConnel  endeavor  to  persuade  you  to 
recommend  a  location,  (the  one  at  present  under  contract,)  contrary  to 
your  judgment  and  the  interest  of  the  State? 

Question  19:  Can  you  describe  the  ground  over  which  the  survey  for 
the  Naples  branch  was  made? 

Answers  to  questions  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  and  19: 

In  answer  to  these  interrogatories,  I  will  refer  the  committee  to  Mr. 
McConnel's  order  to  me,  marked  X;  to  my  report  to  him  on  the  subject 
of  the  Naples  branch  survey,  marked  A;  to  Mr.  McConnel's  reply, 
marked  Z;  to  my  rejoinder,  marked  B,  and  to  his  final  instructions, 
marked  Y.     [For  copy  of  correspondence  see  46th  page.] 

The  papers  here  referred  to  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  copied. 

Question  20:  Was  not  the  Naples  branch  placed  under  contract 
agreeable  to  your  estimates  for  the  same? 

Answer:     Yes. 
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Question  21:  Did  you  recommend  the  location  of  the  Northern  Cross 
rnilroad  to  be  made  through  the  valley  of  Wolf  run,  in  jour  report  to 
Mr.  McConnel  about  the  10th  of  July,  1837? 

Answer:     Yes. 

Question  22:  Were  you  informed  by  Mr.  McConnel  whether  the 
Jacksonville  and  Naples  Rnilroad  Company  had  a  claim  to  the  right  of 
way  through  tne  valley  of  Wolf  run? 

Answer:     No. 

Question  23:  Had  you  been  informed  of  the  intention  of  said  com- 
pany to  demand  from  the  State  the  construction  of  a  branch  railroad  to 
the  town  of  Naples,  as  at  present  located,  and  under  contract;  and  that 
said  company  would  exact  of  the  State  pay  for  work  already  done  on 
their  old  road,  as  indemnity  for  the  right  of  way  which  said  company 
claim  through  the  valley  of  Wolf  run,  and  now  occupied  by  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad,  is  it  probable  you  would  have  recommended  the  loca- 
tion of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  through  the  valley  of  Wolf  run? 

Answer:     No. 

Question  24:  What  will  be  the  cost  of  said  branch  road  to  Naplesy 
including  the  depot  and  other  appendages  erecting  at  Naples? 

Answer:     About  $50,000. 

Question  25:  Does  the  lot  of  land  condemned  for  the  use  of  the 
State  at  Jacksonville,  for  the  construction  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad 
and  appendages  thereon,  join  a  lot  fold  by  Mr.  Fogus  to  Mr.  McConnel; 
and  is  not  the  engineer's  office  now  erected  on  the  lot  so  condemned? 

Answer:  I  believe  the  lot  purchased  of  Mr.  Fogus  by  Mr.  McConnel 
adjoins  the  engineer's  office;  I  am  not  certain.  The  office  is  erected  on 
the  lot  condemned  for  the  use  of  the  road. 

Question  26:  Did  you  not  survey  said  condemned  lot,  and  was  it  not 
purchased  for  the  construction  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  and  appen- 
dages, by  said  McConnel? 

Answer:     Yes. 

Question  27:  If  the  road  from  Jacksonville  to  Mercdosia  had  been 
ordered  to  be  located  with  a  grade  not  exceeding  fifty  feet  to  the  mile, 
could  a  nearer  and  as  eligible  a  route  have  been  selected  as  the  present 
route  down  Wolf  run?  If  so,  state  how  much  shorter  it  would  have  been 
than  the  present  route,  and  what  difference  there  would  probably  have 
been  in  the  costs  of  construction  of  the  two  routes. 

Answer:  A  route  could  have  been  selected  about  three  miles  nearer, 
and  about  $100,000  cheaper,  but  the  road  would  not  probably  have  been 
so  effective  as  on  the  present  route,  with  a  grade  of  forty  feet  per  mile. 

Question  28:  Are  the  railroad  office  and  engine  house  in  Jackson- 
ville built  on  the  lot  condemned  for  railroad  purposes  in  said  town;  and 
do  you  know  whether  s;dd  railroad  lot  adjoins  lot  number  seven  in  Dun- 
can's north  addition  to  Jacksonville?  Also  state  whether  the  railroad, 
as  located  in  said  town,  passes  through  said  railroad  lot. 

Answer:  There  is  an  engine  office  and  stable  or  barn  built  for  the 
State,  on  the  lot  condemned  for  railroad  purposes.  The  railroad  is  also 
located  through  said  lot  between  the  stable  and  the  office,  but  1  do  not 
know  the  number  of  the  lot  adjoining. 

Question  29:     Was  not  the   ground   thus  assessed  for  the  depot  at 
Jacksonville  marked  out,  or  pointed  out  b)  Mr.  McConnel,  as  necessary 


for  the  said  depot,  so  as  to  include  the  lot  in  Duncan's  addition  which 
joins  the  Fogus  lot? 

Answer:  I  assisted  Mr.  McConnel  in  measuring  and  marking  out  the 
Jot  of  ground  condemned  for  railroad  purposes,  and  the  office  is  included 
in  it;  but  1  do  not  Know  positively  that  it  adjoins  the  Fogus  lot. 

After  being  duly  sworn  to  the  above,  and  the  following,  Mr.  Bucklin 
was  interrogated. 

Question  30,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Str>te  whether  the  affidavit  of  your- 
self, taken  in  the  suit  of  the  president  and  trustees  of  Jacksonville  vs* 
M.  McConnel.  was  made  before  the  location  of  the  Naples  branch. 

Answer:  J  do  not  recollect  when  the  affidavit  was  made.  The  one 
presented  to  the  committee  is  dated  before  the  location  was  made. 

Question  31,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  State  whether  the  affidavit  above  re- 
ferred to  was  originally  written  by  yourself,  or  by  Mr.  McConnel;  also 
state  the  reason  why  you  were  called  on  for  said  affidavit. 

Answer:  The  affidavit  was  written  by  Mr.  McConnel,  and  presented 
to  me  during  a  term  of  the  circuit  court  in  Jacksonville.  He  gave  as 
reason  that  he  wished  to  use  it  in  obtaining  a  dissolution  of  the  injunc- 
tion to  arrest  the  prosecution  of  the  work  on  the  railroad,  issued  by  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Question  32,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Did  you  not  swear  to  the  affidavit? 

Answer:    Yes. 

Question  33,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Is  it  any  less  true  because  McConnel 
drew  it  up? 

Answer:  The  affidavit  is  not  less  true;  but  if  1  had  known  that  it  was 
intended  to  have  been  used  for  any  other  purposes  but  the  one  alleged, 
I  should  have  given  a  more  particular  detail  of  circumstances. 

Question  34,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Did  you  ever  authorize  or  request  Mr. 
McConnel  to  purchase  any  lots  for  you,  in  Jacksonville,  of  Mr.  Steven- 
son; or  did  he  ever  tell  you  he  had  purchased  any  lots  for  you  of  him? 

Answer:     No. 

Communication  f'om  Mr.  James  M.  Bucklin,  received  by  the  committee, 
February  6,  1S39,  as  further  testimony,  and  ordered  to  be  appended  to  his 
examination. 

"With  regard  to  the  testimony  which  I  have  given  in  obedience  to 
the  call  of  the  committee,  I  wish  to  direct  its  attention  to  the  fact,  that 
my  report  to  Mr.  McConnel  on  the  subject  of  the  Naples  branch  and 
the  ensuing  correspondence  transpired  after  the  date  of  my  affidavit, 
which  Mr.  McConnel  submitted  to  the  committee  to  be  filed  with  my 
testimony;  and  that  this  affidavit  was  given  without  reference  to  the 
claims  set  up  by  the  Jacksonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company  to  the 
right  of  way  over  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  Northern  Cross  rail- 
road. This  explanation  seems  to  be. necessary,  because  the  facts  de- 
veloped by  the  correspondence  may  appear  irreconcilable  with  the  affi- 
davit which  I  could  not  have  signed  after  that  correspondence  took  place. 

J.  M.  BUCKLIN." 
Joseph  Duncan,  being  duly  sworn,  was  examined  as  follows: 
Question  1,  by  Mr.  Gatewood:     Do  you   know  whether  the  Jackson- 
ville and  Naples  and  the  Jacksonville  and  Mercdosia  Railroad  Compa- 
nies united  in  their  respective  works?     If  so,  stale  your  knowledge,  or 
what  you  have  heard  McConnel  say. 
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Question  2,  by  Mr.  Gatewood:  Do  you  know  whether  McConnel 
owned  any  interest  in  the  Jacksonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company? 
If  so,  state  your  knowledge  and  what  you  have  heard  him  say. 

Answer  to  questions  1  and  2:  An  arrangement  was  entered  into  be- 
tween myself  and  others,  who  were  interested  in  the  Jacksonville  and 
Meredosia  railroad  with  Charles  Collins  and  others,  who  were  interested 
in  the  Jacksonville  and  Naples  railroad,  by  which  the  roads  from  Naples 
and  Meredosia  were  to  be  united  at  some  proper  point,  and  form  one 
stem  to  Jacksonville.  After  this  union  of  the  interests  of  the  railroads, 
Judge  Lockwood  was  chosen  president,  and  the  stock  was  chiefly  taken 
by  Charles  Collins  and  myself.  Mr.  Collins  was  represented,  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  company  after  this  union  was  agreed  upon,  by  Murray 
McConnel,  Esq.  and  M.  Leslie,  Esq.,  who  claimed  to  be  equal  partners 
with  him  in  his  subscription  for  the  stock  in  said  railroad.  This  meeting 
•took  place  in  the  year  1836,  and  before  Mr.  McConnel  was  chosen  Com- 
missioner of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Question  3,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  You  have  stated  a  transaction  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Jacksonville  and  Meredosia  Railroad  Company.  State  now 
if  you  know  whether  McConnel  ever  had  any,  interest  in  the  Naples 
Railroad  Company. 

Answer:  I  know  of  none  except  the  interest  claimed  in  the  stock 
subscribed  or  agreed  to  be  paid  by  Charles  Collins. 

Question  4,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Is  not  the  Jacksonville  and  Mere- 
dosia railroad  charter  relinquished;  and  was  it  not  relinquished  before 
the  work  was  done  upon  the  Northern  Cross   railroad? 

Answer:  I  believe  it  was  relinquished  before  any  work  was  done  on 
the  Northern  Cross  railroad. 

Question  5.  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Uid  you  ever  see  a  subscription  book 
of  the  Meredosia  Company;  and,  if  so,  did  either  Collins  or  McConnel 
pay  any  thing,  or  have  any  interest  in  said  company? 

Answer:  I  am  not  certain  whether  the  subscription  was  actually  en- 
tered in  a  book,  but  think  it  was,  though  I  believe  no  money  was  paid 
when  Mr.  Collins  entered  into  the  arrangement  referred  to. 

Question  6,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Did  you  ever  see  a  subscription  book 
of  the  Naples  company;  and,  if  so,  do  you  know  whether  McConnel  ever 
had  any  interest  in  said  company? 

Answer:  None  except  that  stated  in  my  first  answer,  which  was  in 
the  two  roads  when  united. 

Question  7,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  State  whether  there  was  a  railroad 
constructing  by  a  company  called  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  Railroad 
Company,  from  Naples  towards  Jacksonville,  at  the  time  of  this  arrange- 
ment referred  to  by  you.  Also  whether  you  heard  Mr.  McConnel  say 
he  owned  any  interest  in  the  Naples  company,  or  in  the  work  done  on 
said  Naples  railroad. 

Answer:  I  know  that  a  railroad  was  actually  constructing  from  Na- 
ples in  the  direction  of  Jacksonville  in  the  year  1836,  which" was  called 
the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  railroad;  but  1  have  no  knowledge  of  Mc- 
Connel's  having  any  interest  in  said  road,  unless  it  may  be  inferred  from 
his  having  claimed  to  be  an  equal  partner  with  Mr.  Collins  and  Mr. 
Leslie  in  the  stock  subscribed  by  Collins   in  the  proposed  union  of  the 
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first  answer. 

Question  8,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Did  you  own  the  land  where  the  railroad 
lot  was  located  in  Jacksonville,  in  the  spring  of  1S37,  and  other  land 
adjoining  thereunto?  If  so,  state  whether  Mr.  McCunnel  ever  applied 
to  you- to  purchase  several  acres  of  land  where  said  railroad  lot  is  situat- 
ed. If  so,  the  time  when,  and  whether  it  was  before  the  Northern  Cro«s 
railroad  was  located  through  Jacksonville;  also  state  the  conversation,  if 
any,  which  took  pi  tee  between  you  and  Mr.  McConnel  on  that  subject, 
and  whether  he  proposed  to  purchase  for  himself  or  for  the  State. 

Answer:  At  the  time  the  railroad  was  located  at  Jacksonville  in 
1837,  I  owned  the  lot  and  land  condemned  for  a  square,  also  the  lots 
east  and  west  of  the  lot  on  which  the  office  was  built,  and  about  thirty 
acres  of  land  north  and  west  of  said  location  of  said  square.  Before  the 
survey  of  location  of  said  road  or  square  was  made,  and  after  Mr.  Mc- 
Connel was  appointed  to  office,  he  applied  to  me  to  purchase  about  five 
acres  of  the  land  above  described,  which  he  said  he  wanted  for  a  calf 
pasture  as  it  was  convenient  to  his  residence;  to  which  I  replied  that  I 
expected  he  wanted  it  to  pasture  his  steam-engines  in.  At  this  remark 
which  was  rather  jocular  on  my  part,  Mr.  McConnel  appeared  to  be 
offended,  but  in  a  short  time  after,  perhaps  ten  or  twelve  days,  he  in- 
formed me  that  my  suspicions  were  right;  that  he  had  ascertained  that 
the  road  would  be  located  at  this  point,  and  that  he  wanted  to  purchase 
a  lot  of  me  for  a  depot. 

Question  9,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Do  you  know  whether  lot  No.  7,  in  your 
north  addition  to  Jacksonville,  formerly  owned  by  Fogus,  adjoins  the  lot 
in  said  town  condemned  for  railroad  purposes. 

Answer:     It  does. 

Question  10:  Did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  McConnel  say  for  whom  he 
purchased  the  property  of  Stevenson,  adjoining  the  lot  Fogus  sold  to 
Mr.  McConnel  by  the  railroad  in  Jacksonville? 

Answer:     I  heard  him  say  it  was  for  Mr.  Bucklin. 

Mr.  Miron  Leslie  submitted  the  following  testimony,  in  writing, 
which  was  received  by  the  committee,  and,  after  being  sworn  to  and 
subscribed  by  Mr.  Leslie,  was  ordered  to  be  copied. 

No.  1. 

I,  Miron  Leslie,  of  the  county  of  Morgan,  and  State  of  Illinois,  on 
oath  depose  and  say,  that  I  am  President  of  the  Naples  and  Jackson- 
ville Railroad  Company,  and  have  been  since  the  first  organization  of 
said  company;  and  as  such  president  have  had  the  control  of  and  have 
done  nearly  all  the  business  of  said  company  from  first  to  last.  Myself 
and  Charles  Collins  have  paid  all  of  the  stock  that  has  been  subscribed 
and  paid,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  small  sum  of  money  amounting 
to  less  than  one  dollars:  which  said  sum  of  money  was  paid  on  A.  W. 
Parsons'  subscription  by  him,  and  which  I  believe  has  been  refunded  to 
him  in  a  settlement  between  him  and  the  said  Collins  and  myself.  Ex- 
cept this  last  mentioned  sum,  Collins  and  myself  have  paid  every  dollar 
that  has  been  expended  on  said  road  from  first  to  last,  up  to  the  time 
that  a  part  of  said  road  was  taken  by  the  State  through    the  action  of 
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the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  at  their  meeting  in 
June  last.  I  know  all  the  individuals  who  subscribed  for  stock,  and  I 
know  that  Murray  McConnel  never  did  subscribe  for  any  of  the  stock 
of  said  company,  upon  the  books  of  said  company,  nor  Lave  I  any  know- 
ledge that  he  ever  owned,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  interest  in  said 
road  or  company;  but  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  and  do  believe, 
that  he  has  not  or  ever  has  had  one  cent  of  interest  or  property  in, the 
Naples  branch  road  in  any  form,  manner,  or  shape.  I  further  state, 
from  the  situation  I  do  and  have  occupied  in  said  company,  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  said  McConnel  could  have  any  interest  or  prooerty  in  said 
company  without  my  knowledge.  I  further  depose  and  say  that  I  at- 
tended the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  at 
Vandaiiain  June  last,  in  conjunction  with  two  other  citizens  from  Mor- 
gan county,  who  were  not  owners  of  any  of  said  road,  and  at  that  meet- 
ing made  application  that  the  Naples  branch  be  made  a  part  of  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad;  that  prior  to  the  final  action  of  the  Board,  I 
did  not  know  how  any  member  would  act  upon  the  subject.  I  had  never 
been  informed  by  word,  deed,  act  or  intimation,  how  McConnel  would 
vote  or  act  in  said  Board  upon  that  subject;  nor  do  I  now  know  whether 
he  voted  for  or  against  making  said  branch  road  a  part  of  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad.  I  further  state  that  I  have  a  general  knowledge  of  who 
are  the  owners  of  property  in  Naples,  and  on  the  line  of  said  branch 
road;  and  I  do  not  know  that  Murray  McConnel  owns  one  foot  of  land 
in  Naples  or  on  said  line;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  believe  he  has  not,  in 
any  manner  or  form,  one  dollar's  worth  of  real  estate  there,  unless  it  is  a 
part  of  a  warehouse  that  the  firm  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.,  carry  on 
grocery  business  in;  and  whether  he  owns  any  part  of  that  I  do  not 
know,  except  from  the  members  of  the  firm  who  told  me  they  had  taken 
the  house  of  T towards  his  part  of  the  capital  of  the  firm. 

Question:  Was  there  any  understanding  or  agreement  between  Mr. 
McConnell  and  the  Naples  Railroad  Company,  that  the  Northern  Cross 
railroad  between  Jacksonville  and  the  Illinois  river  should  be  located 
down  Wolf  run? 

Answer:  There  was  never  such  understanding  or  agreement.  And  I 
further  state  that  I  did  not  know  that  the  road  would  be,  or  was  located 
down  Wolf  run,  until  the  engineer's  report  was  made  public. 

Question:  Do  you  know  any  reason  why  Mr.  McConnel  caused  more 
lines  than  one  to  be  run  for  the  Naples  branch? 

Answer:  After  the  survey  of  different  lines  for  said  lateral  branch  had 
commenced,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  McConnel  upon  the  subject,  as 
President  of  the  Naples  Railroad  Company ;  which  said  letter  is  published 
in  the  Commissioner's  report.  About  this  time  I  had  some  conversation 
with  Mr.  McConnel,  in  which  I  remarked  to  him  that  I  understood  that 
the  Board  at  their  meeting  in  Vandalia,  when  they  ordered  a  lateral 
branch  made  to  Naples,  designed  to  take  our  road  as  it  was,  and  make 
such  repairs  as  might  be  necessary.  Mr.  McConnel  replied  to  me  that 
he  would  have  the  whole  surveyed,  and  all  the  facts  made  public,  and 
would  learn  from  actual  survey  which  route  was  was  best  for  the  State, 
in  view  of  our  rights  as  a  companv. 

MIRON  LESLIE. 
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No.  2. 

I,  Miron  Leslie,  of  the  county  of  Morgan,  and  State  of  Illinois,  on 
oath  depose  and  say,  that  Murray  McConnell  made  a  bargain  with  Charles 
Collins,  of  St.  Louis,  for  a  small  light-draft  steamboat,  which  the  said 
Collins  owned  and  used  for  a  ferry  boat  at  Naples,  which  boat  at  the 
time  was  nearly  out  of  water  at  the  ferry  landing,  upon  the  following 
conditions:  That  if  the  said  Collins  would  build  a  suitable  cabin  on  said 
boat  to  accommodate  an  engineering  company  to  survey  the  Illinois 
river,  and  have  it  and  the  boat  in  readiness  by  a  day  then  named, 
(which  was  six  or  seven  days  after  said  bargain,  conversation,  or  agreement 
above  alluded  to,  was  had,)  upon  this  further  condition:  that  if  after  the 
said  boat  was  nut  afloat  and  the  cabin  built  as  aforesaid,  the  engineers 
of  the  State  should  pronounce  said  boat  fit  for  the  service,  and  if  the 
same  was  not  in  readiness  by  the  day  named,  whether  fit  or  not,  he 
(McConnel)  would  not  take  the  boat.  The  price  that  was  agreed  upon 
was  twenty  or  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  I  am  not  positive  which: 
the  money  to  be  paid  upon  the  approval  and  reception  of  the  boat. 
'I  was  present  when  Collins  commenced  fitting  the  boat,  and  saw  him 
every  day  from  that  time  until  the  day  named,  1  believe.  I  rendered 
some  assistance  in  trying  to  get  the  boat  afloat.  I  sent  fifteen  or  twenty 
men  who  were  at  work  for  me  to  assist  several  days  in  succession  in 
getting  said  boat  into  the  river,  which  was  not  effected  by  the  day  named 
in  the  contract;  on  which  day  Mr.  McConnel  was  at  Naples,  and  in  my 
presence  refused  to  take  the  boat,  as  the  terms  of  the  contract  had  not 
been  complied  with  as  to  time.  Mr.  Collins  then  applied  for  further 
time,  and  urged  as  a  reason  that,  he  had  expended  several  hundred  dol- 
lars in  preparing  the  boat  which  would  be  lost  to  him;  but  Mr.  McConnel 
refused  to  extend  the  time,  and  refused  to  take  the  boat,  and  did  not  take 
it.  Afterwards  Mr.  Collins  made  another  disposition  of  the  boat,  and 
thus  ended  the  whole  affair.  Mr.  Collins  received  no  money  from  Mr. 
McConnel,  as  I  learned  from  the  conversation  had  at  this  time  between 
them. 

Question:  What  was  the  value  and  description  of  the  Collins'  steam- 
boat? 

Answer:  The  boat  was  flat  bottomed  and  drew  about  ten  or  twelve 
inches  of  water,  was  about  forty  feet  long,  had  one  large  boiler,  and  a 
very  powerful  engine  for  a  small  one.  The  engine  would  propel  the 
boat,  I  should  think,  six  or  seven  miles  an  hour,  in  the  Illinois  river,  and 
was  sufficiently  large  to  accommodate  an  engineering  company  to  sur- 
vey the  river. 

Question:  Would  said  boat,  when  fitted  up  according  to  the  contract, 
be  useful  to  survey  the  river  at  its  lowest  stage  last  summer  and  fall? 

Answer:  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  would  have  been  the  cheapest  way 
that  could  have  been  devised  to  survey  the  river;  and,  from  what  I  heard 
from  the  engineers,  the  only  way  they  would  consent  to  enter  upon  the 
survey,  on  account  of  health  and  convenience.  1  heard  Mr.  McConnel 
propose  to  get  a  keel-boat  for  the  purpose,  and  the  engineer  told  him 
he  would  not  enter  upon  the  service  in  that  manner.  From  the  best  in- 
formation I  have,  said  bo?t  could  have  run  from  the  head  of  steamboat 
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navigation  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  without  any  interruption,  at  the 
lowest  stage  of  water.  I  consider  the  price  proposed  very  cheap  for 
such  a  boat. 

Question :  Would  it  be  useful  in  attending  upon  the  dredging-machines 
and  clearing  out  the  river? 

Answer:  It  might  be  of  use,  but  to  what  extent  I  am  unable  to  say.  I 
heard  experienced  men  say  that  a  scraper  could  be  attached  to  it  and 
sand  bars  removed  with  facility,  but  I  do  not  know  much  about  it  my- 
self. I  think  the  principal  object  of  buying  the  boat  was  lo  survey  the 
river  during  its  lowest  stage  last  summer  and  fall,  that  the  obstructions 
might  be  more  fully  ascertained,  and  with  less  expense  than  to  attempt 
a  survey  in  high  water. 

Question:   Why  was  a  voucher  taken  for  it? 

Answer:  Because  Mr.  McConnel  said  that,  if  the  boat  was  in  readiness 
by  the  time  named,  it  would  be  an  expenditure  property  within  a 
which  he  could  not  do,  if  he  waited  until  the  time  named,  but  said  he 
would  take  a  receipt  for  the  money,  and  leave  the  money  in  bank  for 
Collins,  if  he  complied  with  the  contract,  but  would  not  pay  for  it  until 
the  engineer  who  was  going  upon  the  survey  accepted  thejboat,  and  de- 
cided that  it  would  answer. 

MIRON  LESLIE. 

No.  3. 

Question:  What  do  you  know  about  Mr.  McConnell's  interest  in  pro- 
perty at  what  is  called  Morgan  City? 

Answer:  I  know  that  he  purchased  an  undivided  eighth  part  of  a  quan- 
tity of  land  lying  between  the  Illinois  bottom  and  Jacksonville,  and  that 
the.  place  called  Morgan  City,  which  is  at  the  summit  level  between 
Jacksonville  and  this  river,  was  a  part  of  said  purchase;  that  his  interest 
was  an  equitable  one,  no  deed  having  ever  been  executed  for  the  same. 
This  purchase  was  made  by  Mr.  McConnel  the  year  before  the  law  pro- 
viding for  a  system  of  internal  improvements  was  passed,  and  the  (irst 
cost  of  the  same  was  one  thousand  dollars;  and  long  after  the  purchase, 
and  after  the  location  of  the  road  where  it  now  is,  Mr.  McConnel  urged 
me  to  take  his  interest  at  twelve  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  I  de- 
clined doing.  He  afterwards,  and  some  time  in  1838,  sold  his  interest 
for  about  three  thousand  dollars.  This  is  all  the  property  or  interest  that 
I  have  any  knowledge  or  belief  that  Mr.  McConnel  ever  owned  on  the 
now  located  route  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  or  its  immediate  vici- 
nity between  Jacksonville  and  the  Illinois  river. 

Question:  Did  Mr.  McConnel,  at  the  time  of  the  location  of  the  road, 
own  more  land  and  property  on  Coon  run  than  he  did  on  Wolf  run  and 
at  Morgan  City? 

Answer:  My  knowledge  of  Mr.  McConnel's  owning  land  on  Coon 
run  is  not  derived  from  record  knowledge;  but  previous  to  the  passage  of 
the  internal  improvement  law,  and  since,  I  have  been  informed  by  Mr. 
McConnel  and  others  that  he  had  a  large  amount  of  land  of  Coon  run. 
McConnel  has  shown  me  several  tracts  of  land  on  Coon  run,  which  he 
said  he  owned.  I  have  seen  duplicate  receipts  from  the  land  office,  show- 
ing the  purchase  of  land  by  Mr.  McConnel,  which  he  said  lay  on  and  in 
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the  vicini'y  of  Coon  run,  but  I  did  not  examine  said  receipts;  from  in- 
formation derived  of  the  character  abovedescribcd,l  have  always  thought 
and  believed  that  Mr.  McConnel  has  twice  the  interest  on  Coon  run 
that  he  ever  had  on  Wolf  run  route. 

Question:  Were  you  one  of  the  contractors,  in  conjunction  with  Janua- 
ry &  Dunlap,  for  the  construction  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  from 
the  Illinois  river  to  Springfield? 

Answer:     I  was. 

Question:  State  what  you  know  about  the  permanent  location  of  the 
road  at  Meredosia? 

Answer:  I  never  understood  that  the  road  was  permanently  fixed  at 
Meredosia,  Mntil  surveyed  and  staked  out  where  it  now  runs  to  the  river. 
As  contractors,  we  commenced  grading  said  road  about  seven  or  eight 
miles  from  Meredosia,  and  did  all  the  principal  work  that  we  did  the 
first  season  from  that  point  towards  Jacksonville.  We  under-let  to  James 
Waldo  and  others  some  grading  near  Meredosia,  and  [  believe  all  of 
said  work  was  out  of  the  town;  they  were  anxious  to  commence  in  town, 
but  we  refused  to  let  any  such  contract.  One  of  the  reasons  that  ope- 
rated upon  rier  mind  to  refuse  was  the  fact  that  it  was  not  definitely  de- 
termined where  the  road  would  strike  the  river  at  Meredosia.  My  co- 
contractors  urged  as  a  reason  that  the  first  part  of  the  grading  from  the 
river  was  reserved  from  the  per  mile  part  of  our  contract,  and  therefore 
could  not  be  conveniently  under-let.  Many  other  reasons  might  have 
been  urged  by  January  &,  Dunlap,  with  whom  the  principal  conversa- 
tion was  had  about  the  sub-contract;  and  much  conversation  that  I  ne- 
ver was  informed  of,  I  have  no  doubt  did  pass  between  them;  as  January 
&  Dunlap  and  the  Waldos,  were  all  Meredosia  men  in  feeling  and  in- 
terest, while  I  was  a  Naples  man  in  feeling  and  interest,  and  Waldo  ne- 
ver talked  with  me  upon  the  subject.  At  the  time  the  contract  was  taken 
I  was  confined  at  home  by  the  sickness  of  my  family,  and  had  no  know- 
ledge of  any  grubbing  or  chopping  of  trees  at  Meredosia,  until  after  it 
was  done.  As  soon  as  I  found  it  out  I  called  the  propriety  of  the  thing 
in  question,  inasmuch  as  we  had  determined  to  commence  our  work  in 
Wolf  run,  and  for  the  reason  that  the  work  was  not  laid  out,  and  January 
&,  Dunlap  gave  as  a  first  reason  that  the  law  required  us  to  commence  at 
the  river  to  strike  the  first  blow;  and  that  if  ever  so  slight  a  commence- 
ment was  made,  it  would  answer  the  law.  I  rather  ridiculed  the  reason, 
and  they  then  said  it  would  pacify  the  Meredosia  folks,  and  here  the  con- 
versation ended.  It  was  a  slight  affair  any  how,  and  I  cared  nothing 
about  it. 

MIRON  LESLIE. 

Mr.  Leslie  was  then  examined  as  follows: 

Question  1,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  When  was  the  work  commenced  for  a 
railroad  at  Naples,  and  who  commenced  it;  and  had  Mr.  McConnel  ever 
any  interest  in  the  work  done  there? 

Answer:  I  believe  it  was  commenced  in  1836,  and  by  Charles  Collins. 
I  have  no  knowledge  that  Mr.  McConnel  ever  owned  any  part  of  said 
work. 

Question  2,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Were  not  you  and  Charles  Collins  two  of 
the  contractors  who  undertook  the  contract  for  the  construction  of  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia,  and  did  you  and 
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Mr.  Collins,  or  either  of  you,  ever  tell  Mr.  McConnel  before  you  under- 
took said  contract,  or  before  you  commenced  work  in  Wolf  run,  that  if 
the  railroad  was  constructed  down  said  run,  that  you  would  claim  dam- 
ages of  the  State,  on  account  of  your  interest  in  the  Naples  Railroad 
Company,  or  that  you  would  enjoin  said  work,  unless  the  State  made  a 
lateral  branch  to  Naples? 

Answer:  Charles  Collins  and  myself  were  two  of  the  contractors  for 
the  construction  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  between  Springfield  and 
the  Illinois  river.  I  have  no  distinct  recollection  of  stating  any  thing  to 
Mr.  McConnel  about  claiming  damages  at  the  time  mentioned  in  the 
above  question,  and  I  never  heard  Collins  tell  McConnel  so.  I  do  [not] 
know  at  what  time  I  spoke  cf  enjoining  said  road,  but  it  was  always  the 
intention  of  myself  and  Collins  to  enjoin  the  road  unless  the  State  made 
our  road  a  part  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad. 

Question  3:  State  when  the  Naples  charter  passed  and  became  a  law; 
whether  you  was  not  present  at  all  the  meetings  of  the  stockholders; 
whether  McConnel  was  ever  present  at  any  meeting  of  the  stockholders, 
and  whether  he  ever  took  any  interest  whatever  in  the  concerns  of 
said  company. 

Answer:  The  Naples  Railroad  Company  were  chartered  in  1837. 
I  have  been  present  at  every  meeting  of  the  stockholders  of  said  corn- 
pan).  Mr  McConnel  never  was  present  at  any  of  said  meetings,  and 
never  took  any  interest  in  the  affairs  of  said  company. 

Question  4:  _  Was  there  ever  a  meeting  held  by  the  directors  of  the 
Naples  Railroad  Company  after  the  the  first  election  of  officers  of  the 
company  1 

Answer:  According  to  my  bist  recollection  there  was  two  meet- 
ings. 

Question  5:  To  whom  did  Mr.  McConnel  sell  his  interest  in  the 
Morgan  City  tract  ? 

Answer:     To  Charles  Collins. 

Question  6:  Are  you  not  one  of  the  contractors  upon  the  Naples 
branch  1  If  so,  wdl  you  state  the  value  of  the  interest  surrendered  to  the 
State,  in  the  railroad  cor  tract  signed  by  you  and  others  for  the  Naples 
road.  State  what  will  be  the  probable  cost  of  said  branch  upon  the 
plan  the  same  is  now  being  made. 

Answer:  I  am  one  of  the  contractors  to  make  the  Naples  branch.  It 
is  difficult  for  me  to  state  accurately  the  value  of  the  interest  surrendered 
to  the  State  in  the  contract  above  named.  I  believe  that  it  is  much 
greater  than  the  cost  of  the  branch.  I  believe  that  the  cost  of  the  road 
will  not  exceed  eighteen  thousand  dollars.  I  am  willing,  as  one  of  the 
contractors,  to  take  that  sum,  and  release  the  State  from  the  payment  of 
any  further  sum. 

Question  7:  Who  were  elected  the  officers  of  the  Naples  and  Jack- 
sonville Railroad  Company;  and  was  there  ever  any  money  paid  to  the 
treasurer  of  said  company  at  its  organization,  or  afterwards,  by  y^  urself 
or  any  of  the  stockholders  of  said  company  ? 

Answer:  I  was  elected  president,  Joseph  Coddington,  treasurer,  and 
one  Lee  was  appointed  secretary.  There  was  paid  to  the  treasurer  sev- 
eral thousand  dollars.  I  paid  myself  above  two  thousand  dollars  in  a 
very  short  lime  after  said  company  was  organized,  besides  what  I  had 
paid  for  making  the  road  before  the  company  was  chartered. 
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Question  8  Did  you  purposely  conceal  from  the  Commissioner,  Mr. 
McConnel,  that  you  and  Collins  intended  to  claim  damages  of  the  State, 
if  they  made  the  .Northern  Cross  railroad  down  Wolf  run,  or  that  you 
would  enjoin  said  road  if  the  State  did  not  adopt  your  latteral  road;  or 
was  McConnel  kept  in  ignorance  of  this  fact  by  accident  ? 

Answer:  It  was  none  of  McConners  business  what  Collins  and  my- 
self intended  to  do;  and  as  to  any  accidental  or  predetermined  conceal- 
ment of  our  business, it  is  begging  a  question,  no^concealment  ever  having 
existed.  I  do  not  know  whether  McConnel  had  any  knowledge  of  the 
intentions  of  myself  and  Collins  before  the  location  of  said  road. 

Question  9:  Do  you  claim  any  damages  from  the  State  as  president 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  ]\aplcs  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Com- 
pany, in  consequence  of  the  State  undertaking  to  construct  the  Northern 
Cross    railroad.  ? 

Answer:  The  Railroad  Company  has  surrendered  their  chartered 
rights  to  the  State,  from  the  Illinois  river  to  Jacksonville,  and  the  right 
of  way,  obtained  and  owned  by  the  company,  for  the  most  part  of  nine 
miles,  now  occupied  by  the  State,  and  all  privileges  and  rignts  of  every 
description  belonging  to  said  company  free  of  charge  to  the  State,  and 
have  agreed  to  make  said  branch  road  for  the  bare  cost  of  labor  and  ma- 
terials, without  any  charge  for  time  or  trouble,  upon  conditions  that  the 
State  pays  for  said  branch  road  at  its  costs,  and  makes  it  a  part  of  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad. 

Question  10:  From  your  knowledge  of  the  rights  of  the  Jacksonville 
Railroad  Company,  and  from  your  knowledge  of  the  law  arising  upon 
those  rights,  would  those  rights  have  been  different  as  to  the  right  of  the 
State  to  make  the  State  road  from  Meredosia,  whether  said  road  had 
been  located  up  Wolf  run,  or  Coon  run,  or  on  a  straight  line,  or  elsewhere? 

Answer:  1  have  no  hesitancy  in  saying  that  that  the  law  has  well 
and  fully  settled  that  our  rights  vvouid  be  the  same,  whatever  route  was 
taken  from  Jacksonville  to  the  river;  and  that  making  any  road  on  any 
route  between  these  points  by  the  State,  without  the  consent  of  the  com- 
pany, would  be  a  violation  of  our  chartered  rights. 

Here  follows  the  correspondence  referred  to  by  Mr.  Bucklin  in  his 
answer  to  question  11  to  19,  inclusive,  on  the  36th  page  of  this  journal. 

X. 

Jacksonville,  June  16,  1838. 

Sir:  The  Board  of'Public  Works  has  ordered  the  making  of  the  lat- 
eral branch  from  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  to  Naples,  a  copy  of 
which  order  is  herewith  enclosed.  I  have  directed  that  said  road  be  let 
to  contractors  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  August  next,  at  Naples. 

You  will  see  by  the  order,  that  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  Railroad 
Company  have  some  rights  to  be  relinquished.  It  will  therefore  become 
necessary  for  you  to  some  extent  to  consult  the  accommoaation  of  said 
company  in  the  location,  but  at  the  same  time  guarding  first  the  in- 
terest of  the  State.  You  will  proceed,  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  to 
locate  said  branch  and  prepare  the  same  for  contracting  at  said  time  and 
place,  preparing  all  the  maps,  plats,  piofiles,  and  estimates  necessary  to 
a  full  and  perfect  understanding  of  the  work  to  be  done. 
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Mr.  Leslie,  represent  trust  of  said  company  to  whom  you 

the  necessary  information  their  rights.     He  will  fur- 

nish to  do  the   work  at  Naples  and  and  boarding 

and  all  other  things  necessary  in  the  making  of  said  survey  and  location. 

M.  McCONNEL. 
James  M.  Bucklin. 


Reports  and  communications  in  relation  to   the  Naples  Branch,  together  with  a  map 
said  branch,  and  all  surveys. 


Report  of  M.  McConnel,  Acting  Commissioner  of  the  First  Judicial  Circuit 

First  Judicial  Circuit, 

Jacksonville,  III.  July,  11,  1837. 
To' William  Kinney,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois : 

Sir:  I  believe  that  it  is  the  duly  of  every  public  officer  and  agent  of 
the  people  to  whose  charge  is  confided  an  important  trust,  and  especially 
where  the  disbursing  of  the  public  money  is  a  part  of  that  trust,  to  em- 
brace every  opportunity  ol  informing  the  people  of  the  manner  in  which 
that  duty  is  being  performed.  1  therefore  take  this  method  of  informing 
you,  and,  through  you,  the  people  and  their  representatives, of  what  has 
been  done  in  relation  to  internal  improvements  in  the  first  judicial  cir- 
cuit, since  the  first  organization  of  the  Board  of  which  you  are  president. 

Shortly  after  the  first  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  after  my  return  to  the 
circuit,  I  employed  Marcus  A.  Chinn,  Esq.  to  survey  and  locate  that 
part  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  situated  between  Springfield  and 
Jacksonville.  A  company  was  immediately  organized,  and  Air.  Chinn, 
using  his  own  mathematical  instruments,  took  charge  of  said  company, 
and  entered  immediately  upon  the  duty  assigned  him;  and  by  a  constant 
and  close  application  thereto,  both  by  hinrand  the  assistant  engineers 
under  his  charge,  and  being  aided  by  the  unusual  evenness  of  the  route 
between  those  places,  he  was  able  to  complete  said  survey  and  furnish 
all  the  necessary  maps,  plans,  profiles,  and  estimates  of  said  route,  before 
the  tenth  of  July  inst.  For  more  particular  information  in  relation  to 
said  survey,  reference  is  here  made  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Chinn,  which  is 
hereto  annexed. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Chinn  was  employed  to  survey  and  locate  said  road, 
Mr.  Bucklin  the  chief  engineer  of  this  district,  was  absent  in  the  eastern 
cities  in  search  for  mathematical  instruments,  and  in  the  .employment  of 
the  State.  He  did  not  arrive  in  this  country  until  about  the  middle  of 
May  last;  and  owing  to  the  delay  consequent  upon  organizing  a  company, 
procuring  camp  equipments,  and  other  things  necessary  for  the  field,  a 
survey  was  not  commenced  west  of  Jacksonville  until  late  in  the  month 
of  May,  At  that  time  Mr.  Pollock  was  employed  as  assistant  engineer, 
and  a  survey  was  commenced  at  Meredosia  on  the  Illinois  river.  Great 
difficulty  was  encountered  in  finding  a  proper  and  eligible  route  through 
the  river  hills,  or  bluffs  of  the  Illinois.     The  line  of  the  road  was  found 
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creeks  and  ravines  putting  throiigh  these  hills.  From  the  altitude  of 
these  bluffs,  and  from  their  steep  and  sudden  ascent  from  the  bottom 
lands  of  the  river,  it  was  found  impossible  to  pass  them,  without  the  aid 
of  inclined  planes,  to  be  overcome  by  stationary  power,  except  by  pass- 
in»  through  the  valley  of  some  one  of  these  small  tributaries  of  the  Illi- 
nois river  before  mentioned.  Consequently  much  time  was  spent  in 
examination;  and  various  lines  were  run,  and  all  the  creeks  and  ravines 
within  any  reasonable  distance  of  a  direct  line  for  said  road  were  sur- 
veyed. The  distance  between  Jacksonville  and  the  termination  of  said 
road  at  Meredosia,  on  the  Illinois  river,  does  not  exceed  twenty  miles: 
yet  there  has  been  more  than  one  hundred  miles  of  experimental  line 
surveyed  by  Mr.  Bucklin  and  the  engineers  under  his  charge,  with  a 
view  of  ascertaining  the  best  route  for  said  road.  Upon  all  these  lines 
the  grade  has  been  fixed  as  regulated  by  the  Board  at  its  last  meeting, 
and  the  estimates  carefully  made,  and  the  cost  of  making  the  road  over 
each  calculated;  and  the  route  that  was  found  to  furnish  a  foundation  for 
the  best  road,  and  be  at  the  same  time  the  cheapest,  was  adopted.  It  will 
be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  reports  of  Mr.  Bucklin  and  Mr.  Pollock, 
which  are  hereto  annexed,  that  the  line  adopted,  is  by  far  preferable, 
and  the  road  made  thereon  will  cost  fifty  chousand  dollars  less  than 
any  one  of  the  other  lines  surveyed.  Although  the  line  adopted  may  be 
two  miles  or  thereabouts  longer  than  some  others  surveyed,  yet  I  could 
not  think  that  1  would  be  justified  in  expending  a  large  sum  of  public 
money  in  making  a  road  upon  a  line  contrary  to  the  reports  and  advice 
of  competent  and  able  engineers,  it  is  now  believed  that  the  line  adop- 
ted is  an  exception,  for  its  smoothness  of  surface,  cheapness  of  construc- 
tion, and  easy  grade,  to  all  other  lines  that  can  be  found  passing  through 
thi*range  of  hills. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  difficulties,  and  notwithstanding  the  almost 
constant  rains  in  this  part  of  the  country  in  the  month  of  June,  these 
engineers  completed  the  location  of  the  road  between  Jacksonville  and 
the  river,  together  with  all  the  maps,  profiles,  and  estimates,  on  said 
line,  a  sufficient  time  before  the  tenth  of  July  to  enable  all  persons 
wishing  to  take  contracts  upon  said  road  to  obtain  all  necessary  infor- 
mation relative  thereto. 

When  the' engineers  first  commenced  surveying  this  road  between 
Springfield  and  the  Illinois  river,  they  were  informed  by  me  that  it  was 
expected  that  all  of  said  road  would  be  surveyed,  and  ready  to  put  un- 
der contract,  by  the  first  week  in  July;  and  with  a  full  belief  that  it 
could  be  done,  1  proceeded  to  advertise,  according  to  law,  that  I  would 
receive  seal  3d  proposals  for  the  constiuction  of  said  road,  from  the  date 
of  the  advertisement  to  the  tenth  of  this  month.  Said  surveys  were 
completed  as  expected;  and  by  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  tenth 
of  this  month,  many  sealed  proposals  had  been  received  for  contracts 
upon  said  road;  and  after  the  hour,  said  proposals  were  opened,  exam- 
ined, and  compared  by  me,  in  the  presence  of,  and  aided  by  Mr.  Wright, 
Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  filth  judicial  circuit, 
ton-ether  with  Messrs.  Bucklin  and  Chinn,  the  engineers  upon  said  road. 
Bidders  appeared  from  various  parts  of  this  State,  and  some  from  other 
States  in  the  western  county;  and  much   anxiety  was  manifested   to 
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procure  contracts.  None  of  the  proposals  could  be  said  to  be  exorbitant; 
yet  some  were  higher  than  the  commissioners  and  engineers  present 
would  think  prudent  to  accept.  Upon  the  comparing  of  the  proposals, 
it  appeared  that  all  the  bidders,  except  in  two  instances,  had  neglected, 
in  their  proposals,  to  offer  that,  in  the  event  that  the  State  should  not 
furnish  the  money  to  pay  for  the  work  as  the  same  progressed,  that  they 
would  take  warrants,  or  State  bonds,  in  the  place  of  money,  as  they 
were  particularly  notified  to  do  in  the  advertisement  of  the  letting  of 
said  work;  and;  as  it  was  found  that  these  two  proposals  were  as  Tow 
if  not  lower  than  any  other,  it  was  decided  to  accept,  for  that  part  of 
said  road  between  Jacksonville  and  the  Illinois  river,  one  of  those  pro- 
posals, being  the  one  made  by  Miron  Leslie,  James  Dunlap,  Thomas  T. 
January,  and  Charles  Collins;  and,  for  that  part  of  said  road  between 
Springfield,  in  Sangamon  county,  and  Jacksonville,  in  Morgan  county, 
it  was  decided  to  receive  the  other  proposal  referred  to,  being  the  joint 
proposal  of  James  Dunlap,  Thomas  T.  January,  Charles  Collins,  and 
Miron  Leslie.  All  of  said  persons  being  then  present,  they  were  imme- 
diately notified  of  said  acceptance;  whereupon,  they  immediately  came 
forward,  and  entered  into  two  separate  contracts  to  the  State,  binding 
themselves  to  complete  all  of  said  road  in  the  best  and  most  substantial 
manner  from  Springfield  to  the  Illinois  river  at  Meredosia,  a  distance 
of  fifty-seven  miles  or  more,  for  a  small  amount  over  eight  thousand  dol- 
lars per  mile.  They  bind  themselves  to  furnish  to  the  State  all  the  ne- 
cessary locomotives  and  cars  upon  said  road,  ready  for  use,  charging 
the  State  only  the  cost  of  the  article  when  delivered  upon  the  road. 
They  agree  to  commence  said  work  by  or  before  the  first  day  of  Au- 
gust next,  and  to  finish  the  road  between  the  Illinois  river  and  Jackson- 
ville, by  the  first  day  of  December,  1839,  and  between  Jacksonville  and 
Springfield,  by  the  first  day  of  August,  1840.  They  further  agree  that, 
if  the  State  should  not  at  all  times  furnish  the  money  to  pay  for  said  im- 
provement as  the  same  progresses,  they  will  take  State  bonds,  or  war- 
rants drawn  and  signed  according  to  the  54th  section  of  the  law  to  es- 
tablish and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement. 

With  all  and  each  of  those  gentlemen  making  this  contract,  I  am  per- 
sonally acquainted.  I  know  them  to  be  men  of  property,  industry,  and 
enterprise,  and  I  have  every  confidence  that  they  will  comply  with 
their  contracts,  and  make  the  road  within  the  time  and  in  the  manner 
specified. 

Before  leaving  this  subject  it  may  be  necessary  to  give  some  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  a  certain  charter,  heretofore  granted  to  a  company  to 
make  a  road  from  Meredosia  to  Jacksonville.  This  charter  was  passed 
in  the  year  1835,  and  a  kind  of  survey  of  the  route  was  made  some  time 
after.  The  amount  of  stock,  as  granted  by  the  charter,  is  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  divided  into  shares  of  fifty  dollars  each.  By  a  provi- 
sion of  the  charter  it  is  required  that  at  least  five  dollars  should  be  paid, 
by  the  person  taking  the  stock,  upon  each  share  subscribed;  and  unless 
such  payment  shall  be  made,  the  subscription  is  by  said  charter  invalid- 
It  is  now  ascertained  that  various  subscriptions  for  the  capital  stock  of 
said  company  have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  and  that  these  sub- 
scriptions amount,  together,  to  near  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars*  I  am  informed  by  many  of  the  persons  who  subscribed  for  this 
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stock, that  no  money  was  really  paid  when  said  stock  was  taken;  or,  if 
any  was  paiJ,  the  same  was  immediately  returned  to  the  subscriber,  and? 
in  some  instances,  a  due  bill,  or  note  for  the  amount  substituted  in  its 
place.  If  this  is  a  proper  and  legal  taking  of  stock  under  the  charter, 
then  the  company  may  in  some  measure  be  considered  organized.  But, 
on  the  other  hand,  if  it  is  a  perfect  evasion  of  the  law,  then  the  stock  is 
not  taken;  and  no  rights  have  been  acquired  under  the  charter,  and  no 
directors  could  be  legally  chosen,  with  power  to  surrender  said  charter 
under  the  provisions  of  the  fiftieth  section  of  the  law  in  relation  to  in- 
ternal improvements. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  all  doubts 
upon  the  subject,. I  have  drawn  up  a  formal  relinquishment  of  said  char- 
ter, in  conformity  as  near  as  possible  with  said  section;  and  procured 
the  same  to  be  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  original  corporators  mention- 
ed in  the  charter;  and  by  the  holders  of  a  large  majority  of  the  stock 
subscribed  for  in  the  manner  before  pointed  out.  This  release  of  said 
charter  is  to  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  according 
to  law,  before  any  work  is  done  upon  the  line  of  said  road. 

In  conclusion,  1  would  say  that  the  prospects  of  success  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  system  of  internal  improvement  in  this  part  of  the  State 
is  flattering  indeed.  Most  of  our  roads  pass  through  a  dry,  healthy,  and 
fertile  country;  already,  comparatively  speaking,  densely  populated, 
with  a  hardy,  healthy,  industrious,  and  enterprising  class  of  inhabitants; 
furnishing  by  their  labor  all  the  necessaries  of  life  in  a  great  abundance. 
In  addition  to  this,  it  has  been  found,  upon  examination,  that  all  the  ma- 
terials necessary  in  the  construction  of  these  improvements,  (except  the 
iron)  exist  in  great  abundance,  in  almost  all  instances,  directly  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  works  themselves;  and  that  fhe  difficulty,  apprehended  in 
the  first  commencement  of  the  system,  of  procuring  materials  to  carry 
on  the  work,  has  been  found  to  be  unfounded. 

With  much  respect,  sir, 

I  remain  yours.  &c. 

M.  McCONNEL, 
Acting  Commissioner   First  Judicial  Circuit. 


Report  of  J.  M.  Bucklin,  Chief  Engineer  of  the  Western  District. 

Jacksonville,  July  9,  1837. 

Murray  McConnel,  Esq. 

Acting  Commissioner  First  Judicial  Circuit: 

Sir:  All  the  surveys  and  examinations  have  been  completed  that  are 
conceived  necessary  to  a  full  and  accurate  knowledge  of  the  country 
between  this  place  and  Meredosia,  and  of  the  best  location  for  a  route 
for  the  1st  division  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad.  Therefore,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  provisions  of  the  12th  section  of  the  internal  improve- 
ment law,  I  now,  through  you,  lay  before  the  Board  of  Public  Works  a 
report  of  the  facts  that  have  presented  themselves  to  my  personal  obser- 
vation and  researches,  together  with  the  result  of  the  surveys  as  detailed 
by  Mr.  Pollock,  under  whose  immediate  charge  they  have  been  executed. 
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To  his  report  and  to  the  maps  and  profiles  I  refer  you  for  a  particular  de- 
scription of  the  different  lines,  theii  comparative  length,  &c. 

In  determining  the  line  that  should  be  adopted  for  the  location  of  this 
division  of  the  road,  we  must  direct  our  attention  more  particularly  to 
the  vertical  and  horizontal  position  of  the  different  passes  through  the 
bluffs  of  the  Illinois  river,  as  the  transit  of  the  road  from  the  bottom  to 
the  table  lands  above  will  have  a  most  important  effect  upon  the  trac- 
tive power  employed  upon  the  road,  and  will  indeed  be  the  measure  of 
the  power  to  be  provided  for  its  whole  extent.  Consequently,  it  is  im- 
portant to  adopL  the  line  which  requires  the  least  tractive  power;  or,  in 
other  words,  the  inclination  which  is  the  shortest,  straightest,  and  most 
gradual.  These  conditions  are  best  fulfilled  in  the  route  by  Wolf  run, 
the  graduation  being  10  feet  in  the  mile  less  than  by  any  other  route, 
the  length  of  curvature  1  mile  les«,  and  the  least  radius  of  curvature 
nearly  double. 

Jn  the  valley  of  Raccoon  creek,  the  least  radius  is  800  feel,  and  high- 
est gradient  40  feet  to  the  mile.  The  character  of  this  route  is  unfa- 
vorable to  the  permanency  of  the  work,  and  the  frequent  crossings,  and 
the  protection-wall  required,  will  make  the  graduation  of  the  road-bed 
very  expensive.  It  is  two  miles  shorter  than  the  route  by  Wolf  run. 
but  will  exceed  it  in  cost  ,$54,000.  The  route  by  Davis'  branch,  about 
the  same  length  as  the  preceding,  is  mure  favorable,  although  not  much 
less  expensive.  The  length  of  curvature  is  2k  miles  minimum,  radius  of 
curvature  800  feet,  and  graduation  40  feet  to  the  mile.  On  all  these 
routes,  materials  for  the  construction  of  the  road  can  be  obtained  in 
abundance. 

With  a  view  to  economy  and  permanency  of  construction,  and  great- 
est useful  effect  when  in  operation,  the  consideration  of  the  above  men- 
tioned facts  have  determined  me  to  select  the  route  by  Wolf  run  to  effect 
the  ascent  of  the  line  from  the  Illinois  bottom.  Mr.  Pollock  is  therefore 
now  engaged  in  revising  the  location  of  that  line.  The  distance  will 
probably  be  shortened,  but  no  material  change  can  be  effected.  An- 
nexed will  be  found  an  extract  from  the  estimate  exhibiting  the  compar- 
ative, cost  of  the  different  lines. 

Respectfully,  vour  ob't  servant, 

J.  M.  BUCKLIN, 
Principal  Engineer  Western  District. 

Wolf  Run. 
Cost  of  graduation  via  Wolf  run  $92,303  95 

Superstructure  and  workmanship,  including  iron  -  114,808  69 

Two   miles   of    double    track,  turn-outs,  water 

stations,  «Stc.  -  16,720  00 


$223,832  64 


Add  10  per  cent,  for  contingencies  and  super- 
intendence     -----  22,383  26 


Total  cost $246,215  90 

Distance,  24.909  miles.     Cost  per  mile,  $9,884.  
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Raccoon  Creek. 

Cost  of  graduation         .....  $150,259  29 

Superstructure  and  workmanship,  including  iron           -  114,808  69 

Two  miles  of  double  track,  turn-outs,  water  stations,  &c.  16,720  00 

281,787  98 
Add  10  per  cent,  for  superintendence  and  contingencies  27,317  35 

309,105  33 
Total  cost  of  Wolf  run  route  -  -  -         246,215  90 


$64,889  43 


Distance,  23.04  miles.     Cost  per  mile,  $13,042. 

Davis1  Branch. 

Cost  of  graduation,       .....        $145,499  78 
Superstructure  and  workmanship,  including  iron  -  105  592  75 

Two  miles  of  double  track,  turn-outs,  water  stations,  &c.  16,720  00 


267,812  53 
Add  10  per  cent,  for  superintendence  and  contingencies  25,109  25 

292,921  78 
Total  cost  of  Wolf  run  route  -  -  -  246,215  90 


Difference  in  favor  of  Wolf  run  -  -  -  46,705  88 

Distance,  22.893  miles.     Cost  per  mile,  $12,800.  - 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County: 

Personally  came  James  Bucklin  before  me,  the  undersigned,  an  acting 
justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  and  made  oath  that  the 
statements  and  facts  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  report,  signed  by  him,  are 
true,  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief.  Witness  my 
hand  and  seal,  this  10th  day  of  July,  1837. 

JAMES  DEATON,  J.  P.  [seal.] 


Report  of  M.  A.  Chinn,  Principal  Engineer  upon  that  part  of  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad  between  Springfield  and  Jacksonville. 

Jacksonville,  July  10,  1837. 
To  Murray  McConneli.,  Esq. 

Commissioner  Board  Public  Works  : 
Dear  Sir:  Being  engaged  in  the  surveys  and  location  of  so  much  of 
the  Northern  Cross  railroad  as  lies  between  Jacksonville  and  Springfield, 
and  in  the  capacity  of  chief  engineer  thereof  since  the  29th  day  of  April 
last,  I  am  enabled  to  lay  before  you  the  following  succinct  statement  of 
my  operations. 

From  the  date  above  mentioned  to  the  8th  day  of  May,  the  time  was 
occupied  in  organizing  a  party  and  in  a  reconnoissance  of  the  country 
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through  which  the  road  passes.  The  reconnoissance  was  completed  in 
three  days,  and  the  routes  for  examination  fixed  upon,  to  wit:  a  route 
passing  from  the  north  side  of  the  town  of  Jacksonville  running  east, 
crossing  the  south  and  Briar  forks  of  the  Mauvaise-terre  along  the  centre 
line  of  township  15,  following  the  Ridge  prairie  through  to  Springfield; 
which  is  called  the  southern  route.  From  thence  it  was  intended  that 
we  should  return  upon  a  route  by  way  of  the  Beardstown  bridge  over 
Spring  creek,  and  following  the  prairie  from  thence  north  of  the  Island 
grove  and  the  North  fork  of  the  Mauvaise-terre,  penetrating  that  grove  and 
crossing  it  below  its  junction  with  the  South  fork  and  near  the  Indian 
creek  bridge  over  the  Mauvaise-terre,  reaching  the  town  of  Jacksonville 
on  the  north  by  the  northern  route. 

These  being  determined  on  as  the  base  of  our  surveys,  on  the  8th  of 
May  we  commenced  operations  pursuant  to  that  plan,  and  made  rapid 
progress,  making  al!  the  necessary  surveys  (experimental)  and  map  and 
profile  of  the  same  in  camp,  and  reached  Springfield  on  the  23d  May. 
Being  detained  there  by  rain,  I  had  sufficient  time  to  examine  minutely 
the  whole  waters  of  Spring  creek  within  the  range  of  the  northern 
route. 

The  plan  of  crossing  that  stream  at  the  Beardstown  bridge  was  aban- 
doned, the  channel  being  80  feet  below  the  general  level  of  the  country: 
and  the  line  which  was  projected  to  that  point  was  objectionable  on  ac- 
count of  grades  and  curvature. 

In  fact,  the  only  feasible  crossing  was  found  to  be  about  a  mile  be- 
low the  bridge,  in  a  direction  entirely  out  of  the  proper  range  for  the 
line,  and  could  only  be  reached  with  grades  of  thirty  ieet  per  mile  by  a 
tortuous  serpentine  course,  and  in  all  respects  very  inferior  to  the  south- 
ern route.  Your  instructions  dated  Jacksonville,  20th  May,  1837,  then 
came  to  hand;  and  in  obedience  to  them,  from  wiiich  the  following  is  ex- 
tracted, I  pursued  the  Berlin  route,  to  wit:  "Commence  on  the  ridge  on 
the  west  side  of  the  creek  west  of  town,  and  about  opposite  the  north 
side  of  the  public  square,  and  from  thence  search  out  and  run  a  line 
upon  the  most  favorable  ground  to  cross  Spring  creek  below  the  forks, 
and  thence  on  the  North  prairie  to  William  Sample's  in  this  county,  or 
thereabouts.  But  if  you  should  find  upon  examination  that  Spring 
creek  cannot  be  crossed  at  that  point,  and  preserve  the  grade  of  30  feet 
to  the  mile,  or  if  it  cannot  be  crossed  without  stationary  power  to  be 
used  upon  an  inclined  plane,  except  by  heavy  cuts  and  high  embank- 
ments, greater  than  necessary  upon  the  Mauvaise-terre,  east  of  this  place, 
then  abandon  the  line  altogether,  and  go  back  to  the  starting  point  west 
of  town,  and  from  thence  search  out  and  survey  a  line  in  the  direction 
of  Berlin,  leaving  that  town  a  short  distance  to  the  south,  and  crossing 
Spring  creek  west  and  north  of  that  place,  (in  ihe  best  place)  with  a 
view  of  running  down  on  the  north  side  of  the  North  fork  of  the  Mauvaise- 
terre.  Perhaps  you  can  come  up  Little  Prairie  creek  from  the  north  end 
of  the  Island  grove;  and  really  I  have  little  doubt  but  that  it  is  a  better 
route  than  to  attempt  to  cross  Spring  creek  below  the  forks.'* 

Tn  compliance  with  the  above  instructions  we  completed  the  Berlin 
route,  reaching  Jacksonville  with  surveys  on  the  9th  June,  and  on  the  11th 
of  June  we  laid  before  you  the  profiles  and  maps  of  all  the  surveys,  which, 
together  with  such  explanations  of  the  maps  and  profiles  and  verbal  de- 
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scriptionof  the  lines,  and  your  knowledge  of  the  country,  enabled  you 
at  once  to  select  a  route  for  location,  and  give  instructions  for  the  prose- 
cution of  the  location  forthwith,  to  be  ready  for  contract  by  the  10th 
July  inst.  And  on  the  13th.  June,  the  party  was  ordered  into  the  field 
with  such  additional  force  as  was  deemed  sufficient  to  effect  the  surveys, 
drawings,  &c. 

The  southern  route  was  selected  and  a  centre  line  run,  beginning  at 
stake  565  of  Mr.  Bucklin's  line,  being  on  Main  street  in  Jacksonville;  and 
pursuing  generally  the  line  of  the  southern  route,  with  su^h  changes 
as  were  found  advisable,  we  reached  Springfield  June  26th,  being  only 
thirteen  days  out  in  locating  33.15  miles,  the  distance  from  Spring- 
field to  Jacksonville.  We  returned  to  Jacksonville  on  the  27th;  from 
which  date  such  of  the  party  as  was  deemed  to  be  necessary  were  re- 
tained in  the  service,  to  wit:  John  Woods,  James  B.  Thomas,  Robert  H. 
Chinn,  John  W.  Hedenberg,  Charles  Hardin,  and  B.  F.  Orear,  all  of  whom 
have  assiduously  performed  the  various  duties  of  drawing  and  calcula- 
tions as  I  prescribed;  and  for  further  and  more  definite  information  con- 
cerning the  lines  and  surveys,  and  estimates,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the 
profiles  and  estimates,  &c.  &c.  to  wit: 

Profile  with  tables  over  each  section,  exhibiting  an  approximate  esti- 
mate of  the  grading  and  masonry  and  cost  thereof— the  excavation  and 
embankments  both  estimated  to  a  side  slope  of  1*  base  to  1  perpendicu- 
lar— and  profiles  of  the  experimental  surveys  without  such  tables.  Also, 
a  table  containing  the  rate  allowed  in  the  estimates  for  removing  earth. 

A  table  of  the  grades  per  mile  on  the  location,  and  one  for  each  of  the 
experimental  surveys.  Also,  drawings  of  three  plans  exhibited  for  su- 
perstructure, with  estimates  of  the  cost  per  mile  attached  to  each.  Also, 
a  sectional  map,  showing  the  line  of  location  and  the  experimental 
survey. 

All  the  estimates  necessary  to  a  letting  are  contained  in  the  foregoing; 
and  my  belief  is  that  a  revision  of  the  location  will  lead  to  changes, 
such  as  straightening  the  grades  and  curves,  and  the  line  generally,  with- 
out [changing]  the  nature  of  the  work  to  be  performed,  but  may  ma- 
terially lessen  the  cost  of  graduation  on  some  of  the  sections. 

The  profiles  and  estimates,  field-books  and  all  the  necessary  papers 
and  a  more  detailed  report  will  be  ready  for  you  in  the  course  of  this 
week. 

It  will  be  observed,  by  reference  to  the  maps  and  profiles,  that  the 
length  of  the  located  line  is  very  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  the  southern 
route  of  experimental  survey. 

The  location,  measuring  from  Main  street  in  Jacksonville  to  the  public 
square  in  Springfield,  is  33  miles  760  feet;  and,  by  experimental  survey 
from  Main  street,in  Jacksonville,  to  a  point  south  of  the  town  of  Spring- 
field, about  a  half  mile  from  the  termination  in  the  square,  is  32  miles  and 
2,500  feet;  the  Berlin  route,  measuring  from  a  point  about  a  half  mile  from 
the  west  side  of  the  square  in  Springfield  to  a  point  one  mile  from  the 
termination  in  Jacksonville,  making  the  whole  distance  about  33  miles 
1,286  feet,  something  longer  than  the  location  adopted.  It  however 
would  have  been  shortened  somewhat  upon  a  location  on  that  roate,  but 
not  to  any  advantageous  extent.  The  increased  cost  of  grubbing  and 
clearing  on  that  route,  I  am  confident,   would  more  than  counterbalance 
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the  advantages  of  the  proximity  of  timber  to  be  used  on  the  road.  Good 
timber  is  scarce  on  Spring  creek,  and  the  main  reliance  upon  the  neigh- 
boring groves  must  be  placed  upon  Lick  creek. 

In  referring  to  the  plans  of  superstructure,  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
aggregate  cost  of  superstructure  upon 

Plan  No.  1  is  -       $224,705  07i  Per  mile,       -       $6,790  50 

No.  2       -         211,256  33  do.  -         6,372  74 

No.  3       -         237,178  91  do.  -         7,155  02 

The  aggregate  cost  of  graduation         -  $78,960  78 

Add  10  per  cent,  contingents     -  -  7,896  07 

$86,856  85 

Average  per  mile  upon  the  graduation  of  the  location  line,  $2,620  11. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  A.  CHINN. 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County: 

Personally  came  M.  A.  Chinn  before  me,  the  undersigned,  an  acting 
justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  and  made  oath  that  the 
facts  and  statements  in  this,  his  report,  as  engineer,  signed  by  him,  are 
true  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief.  Witness  my 
hand  and  seal,  this  10th  of  July,  1837. 

JAMES  DEATON,  /.  P.  [seal.] 


Report  of  Mr.  Pollock,  Assistant  Engineer  FirstsDivision. 

Jacksonville,  July  9,  1837. 
To  J.  M.  Bucklin,  Esq. 

Chief  Engineer  of  the  Western  District: 
Sir:  The  examination  of  the  country  between  Jacksonville  and  Me- 
redosia,  with  a  view  of  selecting  the  best  route  for  a  railroad  between 
the  two  places,  was  commenced  at  the  latter  place,  on  the  24th  of  May. 
On  the  29th,  agreeably  with  your  instructions,  I  joined  the  corps  which 
had  been  previously  organized;  and  which  had  advanced  in  the  exami- 
nations so  far  as  to  extend  an  experimental  line  from  Meredosia  to  a 
point  in  the  Illinois  bottom,  near  the  bluffs  at  Wolf  run.  From  a  point 
in  this  line  near  Mr.  Lusk's  house,  about  two  miles  from  Meredosia,  I 
commenced  a  line  which  I  ran  up  the  .valley  of  Raccoon  run  to  station 
213,  near  ten  miles  from  Meredosia.  At  this  point  the  valley  turns 
short  to  the  south;  but  the  line  was  continued  eastwardlv  up  a  ravine 
which  lay  in  a  favorable  direction,  passing  near  Mr.  Evans'.  This  line 
was  continued  across  Lick  branch  to  station  310,  which  would  be  com- 
mon to  a  route  crossing  Lick  branch  higher  up.  The  deep  cutting  which 
would  occur  near  Mr.  Evans'  at  the  head  of  the  ravine  mentioned,  and 
the  difficulty  of  crossing  Lick  branch  withoutgreat  expense,  induced  me 
to  return  to  the  valley  of  Raccoon  run,  and  continue  the  line  about  one 
mile  further  up  it,  to  where  a  tributary  presented  a  more  favorable  route 
for  ascending  to  the  table  land.  The  cutting  at  the  head  of  the  ravine 
was  light  compared   to  the  other  route,  and  the  crossing  of  Lick  branch 
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much  more  favorable.  This  line  was  continued  on  the  ridge  that  di 
vides  the  waters  of  Lick  branch  and  Indian  creek  from  those  of  the 
Mauvaise-terre,  passing  by  Mr.  Dewey's,  and  crossing  the  latter  stream 
at  the  road  opposite  Mr.  Jarret's,  and  from  thence  nearly  direct  to 
Jacksonville.  The  formation  of  the  banks  of  the  Mauvaise-terre  upon 
this  route  are  unfavorable  for  crossing  it,  particularly  the  west  bank,  on 
account  of  its  rapid  descent  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  stream, 
and  the  lowness  of  the  bank  at  its  nearest  approach.  From  Meredosia 
to  Jacksonville,  on  this  route,  there  are  no  material  obstacles  except  those 
I  have  mentioned.  The  valley  of  Raccoon  run  ascends  gradually,  and 
the  grade  will  be  moderate,  except  in  ascending  to  the  table  land,  where 
a  grade  of  forty  feet  per  mile  will  be  necessary.  The  curves  throughout 
the  valley  are  numerous,  and  in  several  instances  the  radius  of  curva- 
ture will  be  short.  It  will  be  necessary  to  raise  the  plane  of  the  road 
several  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  valley  on  account  of  freshets  which 
overflow  the  banks  of  the  stream  to  the  depth  of  three  feet. 

At  a  point  in  the  above  line,  about  one  mile  west  of  Jacksonville,  I 
commenced  a  line  in  the  direction  of  Meredosia  by  the  way  of  Wolf 
run,  which  was^continued  to  the  Mauvaise-terre  where  the  Meredosia 
road  crosses  it,  without  meeting  with  any  serious  obstructions.  To 
cross  at  this  point  was  found  to  be  very  expensive,  on  account  of  the 
heavy  excavation  that  would  be  necessary  in  order  to  ascend  on  the 
west  side,  the  head  of  the  ravine  up  which  the  line  ascends  being  at  the 
height  of  the  table  land  at  the  distance  of  about  half  a  mile.  Thence 
the  line  was  continued  to  the  head  of  Wolf  run,  and  down  the  valley  of 
that  stream,  terminating  at  the  end  of  the  experimental  line  first  run 
from  Meredosia.  Upon  this  route  there  are  no  serious  obstructions  after 
passing  the  Mauvaise-terre.  The  valley  of  Wolf  run  is  remarkably 
straight,  and  its  inclination  is  nearly  the  same  throughout.  It  will  not 
require  a  grade  exceeding  thirty  feet  per  mile,  and  the  radius  of  curva- 
ture will  not  be  shorter  than  1,700  feet,  except  for  a  short  distance  at  the 
head,  where  it  would  be  reduced  to  1,400  feet.  It  will  be  necessary 
here,  as  well  as  in  the  valley  of  Raccoon  run,  to  elevate  the  road  a  little 
above  the  general  surface  of  the  valley  in  order  to  be  secure  from 
freshets.  This  valley,  however,  is  less  subject  to  be  overflowed  than 
that  of  Raccoon  run,  from  the  fact  that  it  drains  a  much  less  extent  of 
country,  and  because  it  is  nearly  a  regular  inclined  plane  throughout  its 
whole  length,  which  gives  the  current  more  velocity. 

The  next  examination  which  I  made  was  the  valley  of  Eagle  run, 
commencing  at  a  point  opposite  the  mouth  in  the  line  before  mentioned 
as  being  run  from  Meredosia.  This  line  was  extended  the  whole  length 
of  the  valley  of  Eagle  run,  and  some  distance  beyond,  to  a  point  about 
half  a  mile  short  of  Bethel,  and  teiminated.  I  found  the  valley  of  this 
stream  to  be  much  shorter  than  either  of  the  others,  and,  in  order  to  as- 
cend to  the  table  land,  a  grade  of  sixty  feet  per  mile  would  be  necessa- 
ry. My  attention  was  next  directed  to  the  examination  of  Davis'  branch. 
The  line  up  the  valley  of  this  stream  was  commenced  at  a  point  oppo- 
site its  mouth,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  line  up  Eagle  run,  and  con- 
tinued throughout  the  valley,  terminating  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the 
line  up  Eagle  run.  The  character  of  this  stream  is  quite  different  from 
all  the  others  for  the   first  two  miles,   it  being  broken    and  undulating. 
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The  bed  of  the  stream  for  that  distance  would  average  eight  or  nine 
feet  below  the  general  surface  of  the  valley.  Above  that,  the  undula- 
tions are  less  until  approaching  near  the  head  of  the  valley,  where  it  be- 
comes narrow  and  crooked,  and  where  the  radius  of  curvature  would 
have  to  be  reduced  to  near  the  minimum.  Moreover,  a  deep  cut  of 
twenty-eight  feet  would  be  necessary  for  a  considerable  distance  at  the 
head  of  the  valley,  in  order  to  ascend  at  the  maximum  grade. 

The  unfavorable  features  presented  by  this  route,  the  route  via  Eagle 
run,  and  that  via  the  upper  crossing  of  the  Mauvaise-terre,  were  such  as 
to  induce  me  to  believe  that  the  choice  of  routes  would  lie  between  Rac- 
coon run  and  Wolf  run;  that  is  to  say,  that  one  or  the  other  of  these  two 
routes  would  be  chosen,  and  that  the  route  from  Jacksonville  to  the 
Mauvaise-terre  would  be  the  same  in  both  cases,  crossing  said  stream 
about  a  mile  still  lower  down,  where  a  favorable  point  was  discovered 
whilst  crossing  at  the  Meredosia  road.  Having  arrived  at  this  conclu- 
sion, I  proceeded  to  make  a  more  minute  examination  of  the  lower  point, 
mentioned  on  the  Mauvaiseterre,  and  to  connect  it  with  our  former  line 
at  suitable  points  by  running  a  line  each  way.  The  valley  at  this  cros- 
sing is  800  feet  wide,  being  200  feet  narrower  than  either  of  the  other 
crossings,  and  will  require  little  or  no  cutting  at  the  heads  ot  the  ravines 
which  lead  to  the  table  land,  provided  the  maximum  grade  be  adopted. 

The  distance  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia,  by  this  route, is  24  miles 
and  47  chains;  and  the  cost  of  graduation  and  masonry,  $92,304.  The 
distance  via  Raccoon  run  is  '23  miles  and  2  chains,  and  cost  of  gradua- 
tion and  masonry,  $150,259.  Via  Davis'  branch,  the  distance  is  22 
miles  and  47  chains,  and  cost  of  graduation  and  masonry,  $145,499. 
Via  Raccoon,  upper  crossing  of  Mauvaise-terre,  and  lower  crossing  of 
Lick  branch,  the  distance  is  21  miles  and  36  chains,  and  cost  of  gradua- 
tion and  masonry,  $161,243.  Via  Raccoon  run,  upper  crossing  of  Mau- 
vaise-terre and  upper  crossing  of  Lick  branch,  the  distance  is  22  miles 
and  29  chains,  and  cost  of  graduation  and  masonry,  $154,380. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

W1VI.  POLLOCK, 
Assistant  Engineer  First  Division  Northern  Cross  Road. 


By  the  foregoing  reports  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Bucklin  and  Mr. 
Pollock  located  the  road  between  the  Illinois  river  and  Jacksonville,  and 
that  the  route  located  was  found  to  be  far  the  most  useful,  and  to  be 
$64,889  43  cheaper  than  the  Coon  run  route,  and  $46,705  88  cheaper 
than  the  Davis'  branch  route.  This  report  was  made  under  oath,  both 
by  Bucklin  and  Pollock. 

It  will  also  appear  by  Mr.  Chinn's  report,  also  made  under  oath,  that 
the  location  was  first  made  on  the  north  side  of  Jacksonville,  being  three 
days  after  the  8th  of  May,  1837,  to  wit,  on  the  11th  of  May. 

It  appears  from  this  report  that  Mr.  Bucklin  had  made  a  location  at 
Jacksonville  before  the  13th  of  June,  for  Mr.  Chinn  says  that,  on  that 
day,  he  commenced  his  last  line  at  station  565  of  Mr.  Bucklin's  line,  on 
Main  street,  in  Jacksonville.  Of  course  Mr.  Bucklin's  location  was 
made  the  week  before  that  date. 
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.  It  is  clear,  from  this  report,  that  the  first  line  run  from  Jacksonville 
towards  Springfield  commenced  on  the  north  side  of  Jacksonville,  on 
the  I  lth  of  May  1837;  and  that  the  second  line  run,  commencing  at 
Springfield,  terminated  at  the  same  place  on  the  north  side  of  Jackson- 
ville, on  the  9th  of  J  une.  This,  the  final  location,  was  made,  and,  on  the 
13th  of  June,  the  engineers  commenced  at  this  same  location  to  lay  out 
the  work  for  contract  eastward;  previous  to  which  time,  Mr.  Bucklin 
had  made  a  location,  and  already  laid  out  the  work  for  contract  west- 
ward from  Jacksonville. 

All  those  reports,  and  the  facts  therein   stated,  are   submitted  to  this 
committee  as  evidence  in  this  investigation. 

M.  McCONNEL. 


Engineers'  Office, 

Jacksonville,  July  26,  1838. 

Sir:  As  soon  as  practicable  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  instruc- 
tions, of  the  16th  June,  enclosing  a  copy  of  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  relative  to  the  Naples  branch  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad, 
arrangements  were  made  to  carry  the  order  and  your  instructions  into 
effect.  Messrs.  Murray  and  Wilkinson  executed  all  the  surveys  with 
great  care  and  ability.  Their  attention  was  first  directed  to  the  exam- 
ination of  a  route  direct  to  Naples,  from  a  point  where  the  line  of  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad  arrives  into  the  immediate  valley  of  the  Illinois 
river  and  takes  a  northwest  direction  to  Meredosia.  In  the  execution 
of  their  experimental  line,  it  was  found  that,  at  the  distance  of  about 
2,000  feet,  it  intersected  the  route  of  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  rail- 
road, with  which  route  it  was  continued  in  a  parallel  direction  to  the 
town  of  Naples,  and  terminated  at  the  same  point  on  the  bank  of  the 
Illinois  river,  in  Water  street.  The  length  of  this  line  is  3  miles  4,560 
feet,  and  the  estimate  of  the  probable  cost,  $36,543. 

Upon  an  inspection  of  the  ground  between  Naples  and  the  line  of  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad,  it  then  became  evident  that  a  shorter  and  more 
favorable  route  presented  itself  by  taking  the  branch  out  of  the  main 
road  on  the  wen  side  of  Dixon's  lake.  A  line  was  accordingly  run  in 
the  direction  of  Naples,  from  Dixon's  lake  (marked  route  No.  2,  on  the 
map)  which  intersected,  at  the  distance  of  about  a  mile,  a  half-section 
line  running  east  and  west.  This  line  was  pursued  to  Naples,  occupy- 
ing a  travelled  road,  and  entering  the  town  through  a  street  running 
east  and  west,  and  terminated  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  about  300  feet 
south  of  the  northern  corporation  line  of  said  town. 

Upon  this  route,  I  believe  no  damages  whatever,  for  right  of  way,  can 
properly  accrue,  as  it  intersects  no  town  lots,  and  passes  through  no  en- 
closed grounds.  The  length  of  this  route  is  2  miles  and  3,740  feet,  and 
the  estimate  of  the  probable  cost,  $18,294.  Upon  a  comparison  of  the 
two  routes,  it  appears  that  the  last  routejexamined  is  $18,294,  or  one- 
half  cheaper,  and  can  be  kept  in  repair  at  much  less  cost,  as  it  is  one 
mile  and  800  feet  shorter,  and  the  crossings  of  Wolf  run  and  Dixon's  lake 
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are  avoided.  In  view  of  these  facts,  and  the  advantage  of  the  branch 
being  as  short  as  possible,  as  it  must  be  kept  in  perpetual  repair  by  the 
State,  it  seems  to  be  evident  that  the  interest  of  the  State  demands 
that  not  only  the  cheapest  route,  but,  as  equally  important,  that  the  short- 
est, and  the  one  that  occupies  the  best  ground,  should  be  selected.  I 
have,  consequently,  no  room  for  hesitation  in  deciding  upon  the  shortest 
route,  as  one  "that  best  comports  with  the  interest  of  the  State."  In 
compliance  with  your  request,  I  will  here  state  that  the  distance  to  Na- 
ples from  Jacksonville  will  be  800  feet  farther  by  the  last  route  examined 
than  by  the  other  route. 

I  have  thus  laid  before  you  all  the  facts  and  deductions  from  them  that 
I  conceive  have  any  bearing  upon,  or  are  necessary  to  a  perfect  under- 
standing of  the  subject.  How  far  "the  accommodation  of  the  Naples 
and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company"  is  to  be  consulted  in  the  location  of 
the  branch,  I  cannot  take  upon  myself  to  decide;  and  with  regard  to  the 
rights  of  this  company,  to  which  you  have  called  my  attention  in  your 
letter  of  instructions.  I  not  only  do  not  think  myself  competent  to  take 
them  into  consideration,  but  I  conceive  it  entirely  foreign  to  my  duty,  as 
engineer,  to  do  so.  This  duty,  as  I  understand  it,  is  confined  exclusively 
to  the  location  and  construction  of  roads,  with  reference  to  the  adapta- 
tion of  the  features  of  the  country  to  them,  the  economical  arrangement 
of  the  grades  and  curvatures,  the  motive-power,  &c. 
With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BUCKLIN. 
To  Murray  McConnel, 

Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 


Estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  Naples  branch  of  the  Northern   Cross 
railroad,  via  the  route  of  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  railroad. 

First  Section! 

8,759  cubic  yards  embankment,  (from  stake   1  to  30)   at 

20  cents        ...  -  -  $1,751  80 

8,995  cubic  y'ds  embankment. (from  stake  30  to 50)  at  43  cts.     3,867  85 

Bridge  across  Wolf  run. 

Foundation  "•'*""%'" 

90  perch  of  stone,  at  $6 

Bridge  across  slough 

Total  cost  of  the  first  section 


$200 
540 

740  00 
945  00 

7,304  65 

Second  Section. 

7,037  yards  embankment,  (from  stake  50  to  70) 

at  35  cents        -  -  -  $2,462  95 

6,526  yards  embankment,  (from  stake  70  to  102) 

at  17  cents  -  -  -  1,109  42 

1,979  yards  embankment,(from  stake  70  to  102) 

at  17  cents         -  336  43 

Bridge  across  slough      -  945  00 

2  culverts,  100  perch,  at  $8     -  .  800  00 


5,653  80 
800  perches  stone  on  each  section  to  secure  banks,  at  $4  3,200  00 


Superstructure. 
3.86  miles,  at  $3,224,  including  cost  of 

materials  and  laying  -         $12,444  64 

90  tons  iron,  at  $60     -  -  -  5,400  00 

One  turn-out        -  -  -  -  800  00 


$16,158  45 


18,644  64 


34,803  09 
Add  five  per  cent,  for  contingencies ..      -  -  1,740  15 

Total  cost        -  '    -  -  -  $36,543  24 

Estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  Naples  branch  of  the  Northern  Cross 

railroad,  route  No.  2,  commencing  west  of  slough. 
13,657  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  17  cents  -  $2,321  69 

10,289  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  20  cents  -  2,057  80 

Superstructure. 
One  turn-out         ....  $800  00 

2.708  miles,  at  $3,224,  cost  of  materials 

and  laying  -  -  8,730  59 

59i  tons  iron,  at  $60  -  -  3,570  00 


13,100  59 


$17,480  08 
Add  five  per  cent,  for  contingencies-        -  -  874  00 


Total  cost  .....  18,354  08 


Z. 

Jacksonville,  July  30,  1838. 

Sir:    Your  report  in  relation  to  the  Northern    Cross  railroad  is  now 

before  me.     It  is  a  matter  of  some  surprise  to  find  so  great  a  difference 

in  the  cost  of  construction  between  the  two  routes.      I   have   no  doubt 

but  the  first  route  mentioned  can,  and  will  be,  made  for  a  less  sum  than 


61 

your  estimate.  I  have  thoroughly  examined  all  the  questions  in  relation 
to  this  branch,  and  am  constrained  to  advise  the  adoption  of  the  firut  line 
mentioned,  and,  by  you,  reported  to  be  the  most  costly,  for  the  following 
reasons:  First,  the  right  of  way  upon  route  No.  2,  which  you  suppose 
would  cost  nothing,  has  been  assessed  by  men,  under  oath,  and  they 
have  reported  to  me  the  sum  of  Jive  thousand  dollars.  Second,  the  right 
of  way  upon  the  old  route  has  been  donated  to  the  State  for  nothing. 
Third,  no  lot  for  a  depot  can  be  had  for  less  than  two  thousand  dollars. 
Fourth,  a  depot  has  been  granted  to  the  State  upon  the  old  route  with- 
out cost.  Fifth,  I  have  written  notice  from  the  Naples  Railroad  Com- 
pany, that  they  have  done  a  large  amount  of  work  upon  the  old  route, 
to  the  value  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  or  thereabouts,  and,  if  the  State 
makes  the  road,  said  company  will,  by  their  charter,  be  entitled  to  full 
compensation  for  said  work. 

This  company  has  further  notified  me  that  certain  individuals  com- 
posing that  company  own  a  large  amount  of  land  and  farms  upon  the 
line  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  over  which  the  State  has  never  yet 
acquired  the  right  of  way.  I  have  fully  examined  this  part  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  am  satisfied  that  it  would  be  safe  to  estimate  the  cost  of  procur- 
ing those  rights  to  two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  If  the 
old  route  is  adopted,  and  the  road  made  upon  the  shortest  route  from 
Jacksonville  to  Naples,  all  those  rights  will  be  surrendered  for  nothing. 

I  am  perfectly  satisfied,  from  an  inspection  of  the  charter  of  the  Naples 
and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company,  and  from  a  full  investigation  of  the 
law  arising  upon  that  subject,  that  Ihe  right  to  construct  a  railroad  from 
the  Illinois  river  to  Jacksonville,  in  Morgan  county,  has  been  granted 
away  by  the  State  to  said  company;  and  that  the  making  of  the  State 
railroad  from  Meredosia  to  Jacksonville  is  an  infringement  of  the  rights 
of  that  company,  and  could  be  enjoined  at  any  time;  yet  this  company 
have  notified  me  that,  upon  the  condition  that  said  branch  is  made  upon 
the  old  route,  and  the  company  paid  for  the  work  already  done,  said 
company  will  surrender  said  charter,  and  all  rights  under  it.  This  sur- 
render, I  consider  may  be  set  down  as-of  greater  value  than  the  whole 
cost  of  the  branch.  This  is  one  of  the  charters  that  the  law  did  not  direct 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  procure  a  relinquishment  of;  but,  in  effect, 
directed  the  Board  to  proceed  to  construct  the  roads,  regardless  of  their 
rights. 

The  following  is  the  result  of  my  investigation  as  to  the  difference  be- 
tween adopting  the  old  or  new  route: 

Adopt  the  new  route,  and  pay  for  the  right  of  way  $5,000  00 

Pay  for  a  depot  upon  the  new  route       -  -  2,000  00 

Pay  for  the  work  done  upon  the  old  route,  and  lose  it  16,000  00 

Pay  for  right  of  way  for  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  2,850  00 


25,850  00 


From  this  sum  deduct  the  cost  of  the  new  route  over  and 
above  the  cost  of  the  old  route,  made  by  the  com- 
pany   18,294  00 


Leaving,  in  favor  of  the  old  route         -  7,556  00 
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In  addition  to  this, is  the  fact  that  the  old  route  is  the  best  route  to, 
Naples,  and  by  adopting  it  the  State  can  be  rendered  free  from  all  embar- ' 
rassment  hereafter  in  relation  to  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  railroad  I 
charter,  which  I  conceive  to  be  a  matter  of  great  importance. 

Taking  all  those  matters  into  consideration,  I  respectfully  suggest  to  I 
you,  whether  it  would  not  be  prudent,  and  altogether  advisable,  to  adopt  j 
the  old  route,  rather  than  the  route  No.  2,  mentioned  in  your  report.  I 
It  is  advisable  to  have  this  work  staked  out  ready  for  contract  immedi-l 
ately,and,  at  the  same  time,  estimate  the  value  of  work  done,  and  mate-i 
rials  furnished,  by  the  Jacksonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company,  upon  i 
the  old  route. 

With  much  respect,  sir, 

I  remain  yours,  &c. 

M.  McCONNEL, 
Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 
James  M.  Bucklin,  Esq., 

Principal  Engineer,  Western  District  of  the  State  of  Illinois* 


Y. 

Engineer's  Office, 

Jacksonville,  July  10,  1838. 
Sir:  In  my  report  to  you  on  the  26th  instant,  I  endeavored  to  lay  be- 
fore you  all  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  character  of  the  two  routes  ex- 
amined for  the  Naples  branch  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  the  com- 
parative length,  cost,  &c,  without  reference  to  the  claims  or  right  of  the 
Naples  &  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company.  Of  the  facts  communicated 
in  your  reply,  1  could  know  nothing,  nor  am  I  a  proper  judge  of  their 
bearing,  of  their  legal  force  and  value.  I  am  not  competent  to  take 
them  in  consideration,  and  so  I  have  before  remarked.  It  is  not  my  pro- 
vince to  do  so.  1  am  awaiting  your  decision  as  to  which  of  the  two 
routes  1  shall  definitely  locate  and  prepare  for  contract,  and  an  order 
respecting  the  work  already  done  upon  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville 
railroad. 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  BUCKLIN, 
Principal  Engineer  Western  District. 
M.  McConnell, 

Commissioner  Board  of  Public  Works. 


Jacksonville,  July  10,  1838. 
Sir:  Yours  of  this  date,  in  relation  to  the  Naples  branch,  was  this  mo- 
ment handed  to  mc.  I  thought  that  my  last  communication  to  you  upon 
that  subject  was  sufficient,  but  it  seems  you  have  not  deemed  it  so. 
Do  you  wish  a  positive  command  from  me  to  locate  said  branch  upon 
the  old  line?  1  did  not  deem  that  actually  necessary,  but  I  suppose  the 
facts  and  circumstances  disclosed  to  you  in  my  last  communication 
would  be  sufficient  to  enable  any  one  to  determine  in  favor  of  the  old 
line  at  the  first  glance;  but  it  seems  you  could  not  take  the  responsibility 
of  doing  so. 


I  am  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  country  over  which  this  branch 
is  to  pass,  and  I  have  fully  examined  your  report,  and  I  am  now  satisfied 
that  the  bridge  you  mention  across  Wolf  run,  at  a  cost  of  $740,  is  to- 
tally unnecessary,  as  said  run,  at  a  trifling  cost,  may  be  turned  totally 
away  from  the  work. 

Again,  one  of  the  biidges  you  mention  as  being  necessary  across  the 
slough  upon  section  1,  at  the  cost  of  $945,  is  altogether  unnecessary. 
Again,  you  report  eight  hundred  perches  of  stone  work  as  necessary  to 
protect  the  embankment,  at  a  cost  of  $3,200;  now,  ?s  you  have  estim- 
ated no  such  item  on  the  main  line,  which  crosses  precisely  the  same 
character  of  country  as  this  branch,  I  am  led  to  the  conclusion  that  this 
expense  is  not  necessary. 

Again,  you  estimate  some  of  the  embankment  upon  both  sections,  at 
35  to  43  cents  per  cubic  yard.  Although  not  a  professional  engineer,  I 
am  satisfied  that  this  is  too  high  an  estimate. 

For  those  reasons  and  for  others  mentioned  in  my  last  letter  to  you 
upon  this  subject,  if  you  deem  it  necessary  that  you  should  receive  from 
me  a  positive  order  to  locate  this  branch  upon  the  old  line,  then  take 
this  as  such  order;  and  if  the  words  used  are  not  strong  enough  to  amount 
to  such  order,  in  your  estimation,  then  consider  their  places  supplied  by 
any  other  words  that  would  be  sufficiently  mandatory  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose, and  wait  no  longer  for  orders. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  this  work  should  proceed  speedily,  and  be 
shortly  prepared  for  contract,  &c.  as  directed  in  my  first  order  to  you. 
You  will,  therefore,  immediately  give  the  necessary  orders  to  the  assis- 
tant engineers  to  have  the  same  done.  .     . 

Yours,  &lc. 

M.  McCONNEL, 
Commissioner  Board  Public  Works. 
Mr.  Bucklin. 


Naples,  III.,  July  26,  1838. 
Sir:  We,  the  undersigned,  having  been  selected  and  sworn  as  ap- 
praisers to  assess  the  damages  upon  the  lines  run  by  the  engineers,  with 
a  view  of  locating  the  Napies  branch  of  the  Northern  Cross  rail- 
road, do  hereby  certify  that  we  have  duly  examined  the  line  first  run 
by  John  Von  Horn,  and  believe  the  damage  that  will  be  done  to  the 
land,  over  and  above  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the  road  passing 
over  said  land,  to  be  (seven  thousand  dollars)  $7,000.  Owing  to  the  fact 
that  we  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  different 
owners,  we  are  unable  now  to  make  a  detailed  report  of  the  names 
of  the  owners  and  the  damage  of  each:  but  if  that  line  shall  [be]  selected, 
we  will  ascertain  the  names  of  the  owners,  and  make  a  detailed  report 
hereafter. 

JOSEPH  CODDINGTON, 
CHARLES  KENNEY, 
ORLANDO  KELLOGG. 
To  M.  McConnel, 

Commissioner  Board  of  Public  Works. 
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Naples,  III.,  July  26,  1838. 
Sir:  We,  the  undersigned,  having  been  selected  and  sworn,  as  ap- 
praisers to  assess  the  damages  upon  the  lines  run  by  the  engineers,  with 
a  view  of  locating  the  Naples  branch  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  do 
hereby  certify  that  we  have  duly  examined  the  line  last  run  by  Francis 
G.  Murray,  and  believe  the  damage  that  will  be  done  to  the  land  over 
which  the  same  passes,  over  and  above  the  advantages  to  be  derived  to 
the  owners  of  said  land  by  the  construction  of  said  road  over  the  same, 
to  be  five  thousand  dollars,  ($5,000.)  But  owing  to  the  fact  that  we  have 
not  as  yet  been  able  to  ascertain  the  names  of  the  different  owners  of 
each  of  the  different  tracts,  we  are  unable  now  to  make  a  detailed  report 
of  the  names  of  owners  and  the  damage  to  each;  but  if  that  line  should 
be  selected,  we  will  ascertain  the  names  of  the  owners,  and  make  a  de- 
tailed report  hereafter. 

JOSEPH  CODDINGTON, 
CHARLES  KENNEY, 
ORLANDO  KELLOGG. 
To  M.  McConnel, 

Commissioner  Board  of  Public  Works. 


Estimate  of  the  two  lines  run  for  the  Naples  branch,  made  by  the  engi- 
neer (Mr.  Murray)  who  made  the  survey  made  at  the  request  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  first  circuit. 

Estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  Naples  branch  of  the  Cross  railroad, 
(as  at  present  located,)  via  the  route  of  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville 
railroad. 

Section  No.  1. 

8,759  cubic  yards  embankment,  from  1   to  30,  at  20  cts.  $'1,751  80 

8,995  cubic  yards  do.  from  30  to  50,  at  30  cts.  2,G98  50 


Bridge  across  slough,  45  lineal  feet,  at  $12          -             -  540  00 

One  cross  drain,  16  perch,  at  $6               -            -            -  96  00 

Abutments  for  bridge,  56  perches  masonry,  at  $6           -  336  00 

Taking  Wolf  run  south  of  line,  400  cubic  y'dsexcavat'n,  at  17  cts.  68  00 


Total  cost  of  section  No.  1          -            -  -  .  $5,490  30 

Section  No.  2. 

13,563  cubic  y'ds  embankment,  at  17  cts.  -  -  $2,305  71 

1,979  cubic  y'ds  excavation,  at  17  cts.     -  -  .  336  43 

Two  culverts,  34  perch,  at  $6     -             -  .  .  204  00 


Total  cost  of  section  No.  2  -  -  $2.846  14 
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Superstructure. 

3.86  miles,  including  cost  of  materials  and  lay-  * 

ing,  at  $3,224  per  mile              -  $12,444  64 

90  tons  iron,  at  $60          -             -             -             -             -  5,400  00 

1  turn-out 800  00 


Total  cost $18,644  64 

Section  1,  total  cost     -  -  -  $5,490  30 

Section  2,       do 2,846  14 

Superstructure,  &c.     -----  18,644  64 

26,981  08 
Add  5  per  cent,  for  contingencies         -  -  -  1,349  05 


$28,330  13 


N.  B.  In  the  foregoing  estimate  nothing  is  allowed  for  the  right  of 
way,  or  for  land  for  depots,  &c.  as  all  has  been  donated  free  of  cost. 

Estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  Naples  branch  of  the   Northern  Cross 
railroad,  route  No.  2. 

13,657  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  17  cen.s     -             -  $2,32169 

10,289         do.         excavation,  at  30  cents          -             -  3,086  70 

5,545        do.                do.        double  track,  at  30  cts.  -  1,543  50 

Superstructure  for  bridge,  20  lineal  feet,  at  $12             -  240  00 

Abutments  for  bridge,  41  perch,  at  $6  -             -             -  246  00 

Culvert,  16  perch,  at  $6             -             -             -             -  96  00 

$7,533  89 
2.708  miles  superstructure,  at  $3,224  -  -  8,730  59 

592  tons  iron,  at  $60 3,570  00 

One  turn-out  -  -  -  -  800  00 


$20,634  48 
Add  5  per  cent,  contingences  ...  1,031  72 

Total  cost  of  line  No.  2  $21,666  20 

N.  B.  The  assessments  of  the  right  of  way  is  applicable  to  this  line 
as  made  by  appraisers  under  oath.  No  lot  or  land  is  estimated  for  a 
depot,  as  none  was  wanted,  said  line  not  being  adopted. 
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Copy  of  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Boa?yl  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works. 

December  8, 1837. 

The  President  of  the  Board  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  acting  Commissioner  of  the  first  judicial  circuit 
be  authorized  to  cause  a  survey  for  a  lateral  route  from  the  main  line 
of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  at  the  most  eligible  point  on  said  road  to 
the  town  of  Naples,  on  the  Illinois  river;  and  that  a  report  of  said  survey 
be  made  to  the  Board  at  its  next  meeting,  and  that  said  report  contain 
all  information  necessary  to  enable  this  Board  to  determine  the  propriety 
of  constructing  a  lateral  way  to  said  town:  Provided,  That  the  point  of 
commencement  upon  said  Northern  Cross  road  shall  not  exceed  five 
miles  from  said  town. 

Central  Office, 

Vandalia,  January  31,  1839. 

I  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  journals  of  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  of  Public  Works. 

WILLIAM  PRENTISS, 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

June  6,  1838. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Willard, 
The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted: 
Whereas  the  committee  from  the  town  of  Naples,  in  Morgan  county,  has 
presented  the  application  o^  the  inhabitants  thereof  for  a  lateral  branch 
to  said  town  from  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  and  has  made  it  fully  appear 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Board,  that  said  lateral  branch  will  not  exceed 
lour  miles  in  length,  over  almost  a  level  plain ;  and  that  said  town  is  an  im- 
portant trading  town  within  the  meaning  of  the  33d  section  of  the  law  in 
relation  to  internal  improvements;  from  all  ot  which  facts,  the  Board  is 
satisfied  that  it  is  to  the  advantage  of  the  State  to  extend  said  branch  to 
the  town:  and  whereas  it  has  been  further  ascertained  that  the  Jackson- 
ville and  Naples  Railroad  Company  has  the  power  by  law  to  make  a 
railroad  from  the  town  of.Naples  to  Jacksonville  through  Wolf  run;  and 
that  the  Northern  Cross  State  railroad  has  been  located  and  is  now 
nearly  completed  over  the  same  ground;  and  that  said  company  has  not 
relinquished  their  right  to  occupy  the  same  ground:  and  whereas  it  has 
heen  ascertained  that  the  citizens  of  said  town  will  construct  said  road 
at  the  bare  cost  oi  the  wprk.  and  material*,  and  that  the  Naples  Railroad 
Company  will  relinquish  all  claim  to  the  State  of  Illinois  without  any 
compensation  whatever:    It  is  therefore, 

Ordered,  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  That,  the  Commissioner  of 
the  first  judicial  circuit  he  directed  to  cause  the  engineers  to  locate  said 
lateral  branch  in  a  manner  that  shall  best  comport  with  the  interest  of 
the  State,  and  then  proceed  to  advertise  and  put  the  same  under  con- 
tract according  to  law,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  for  out  of  the  appro- 
priation for  the  Northern  Cross  railroad:  Provided  the  same  shall  be 
bid  for  and  taken  as  low  or  lower  than  the  estimates  of  the  State  engi- 
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neers,  to  be  made  before  said  road  is  let  to  contract:  And  provided,  That 
the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company  shall  first  relinquish  all 
rights  as  aforesaid,  except  that  the  said  company  shall  first  be  bound  to 
surrender  to  the  State  the  work  already  done  upon  said  road  without  a 
reasonable  compensation. 

Mr.  Willard  laid  before  the  Board  a  communication  from  the  citizens 
of  Shawneetown  relative  to  the  eastern  termination  of  the  Alton  and 
Shawneetown  railroad. 

Ordered,    That  said  communication   be  filed  and  preserved. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  M<Xonnel, 

Ordered,  That  the  acting  Commissioner  of  the  third  judicial  circuit  be 
authorized  to  prolong  section  No.  1  of  the  Alton  and  Shawneetown,  rail- 
road along  the  river  front  of  the  borough  of  Shawneetown,  from  the 
State  lots  at  the  mouth  of  Fourth  South  street  up  to  the  commons  opposite 
First  and  Second  North  streets,  the  work  to  be  done  by  the  present  con- 
tractor for  such  section  No.  1,  and  to  be  paid  for  at  the  estimate  of  the  prin- 
pal  engineer,  as  provided  for  in  cases  of  other  extra  jobs,  and  also  pro- 
vided for  under  his  contract. 


Vandalia,  January  31,  1839. 
I  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  from  the  journals  of  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works. 

WILLIAM  PRENTISS, 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 


Copy  of  the  affidavit  of  James  M.  Bucklin,  filed  in  the  circuit  court  of  Morgan 
county,  in  the  cause  of  the  president  and  trustees  of  the  town  of  Jacksonville 
against  Murray  McConnel,  Thomas  T.  January,  and  James  Dunlap. 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County. 

The  president  and  trustees  of  Jacksonville    vs.  Thomas  T.  January,  James 
Dunlap,  and  M.  McConnel. 

Personally  came  James  M.  Bucklin  before  me,  the  undersigned,  justice 
of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  and  made  oath  that  he  is  principal 
engineer  of  the  western  engineering  district  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
that  the  Northern  Cross  State  railroad,  as  now  located  between  the  Illi- 
nois river  and  Springfield  via  Jacksonville,  was  located  under  his  imme- 
diate direction  and  control;  and  he  has  thoroughly  examined  and  is  fully 
acquainted  with  the  country,  and  with  the  general  surface  thereof,  east 
and  west  of  Jacksonville,  and  on  each  side  of  the  line  of  said  road; 
and  that  he  has  no  hesitation  [in  saying,]  that  said  road,  as  the  same  is  novr 
located,  both  east  and  west,  and  through  Jacksonville^  upon  the  cheap- 
est and  at  the  same  time  the  best  route,  and  one  combining  more  advan- 
tages of  straight  line  and  level  grade  than  any  other  line  that  could  be 
found  that  should  Dass  via   Jacksonville.      Said   Bucklin   further  says 
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that  the  defendant  in  the  foregoing  suit  in  chancery,  McConnel,  Com- 
missioner of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  under  whose  charge  and  super- 
vision said  road  is  being  constructed,  never  did  to  his  knowledge  use  any 
threats,  persuasions,  or  other  means  whatever  with  him,  as  engineer,  or 
with  any  person  within  his  knowledge,  to  enforce  or  cause  the  location 
of  said  road,  either  at  Jacksonville  or  any  other  place,  to  be  made  other- 
wise than  on  the  route  best  suited  to  the  interest  of  the  State  and  ad- 
vantage of  the  said  road. 

J.  M.  BUCKLIN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed,  this  11th  day  of  July,  1838. 

GEO.  REAR1CK,  /.  P. 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County,  ss. 

I,  Dennis  Rockwell,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county,  do  here- 
by certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  affidavit  of  James  M. 
Bucklin,  filed  in  said  court  in  the  cause  of  the  president  and  trustees  of 
the  town  of  Jacksonville  vs.  Murray  McConnel,  acting  Commissioner  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  Thomas  T.  Jan- 
uary, and  James  Dunlap,  as  fully  and  completely  as  the  same  remains  on 
file  in  my  office. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  court,  at  Jacksonville, 
[Seal]         this  .2(jth  d      0f  januaryj  A.  D.  1839. 

DENNIS  ROCKWELL,  Clerk. 

Copy  of  the  affidavit  of  Frederick  Hawn, filed  in  the  circuit  court  of  Morgan 
county,  in  the  cause  of  the  president  and  trustees  of  the  town  of  Jacksonville 
against  Murray  McConnel,  James  Dunlap,  and  Thomas  T.  January. 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County,  ss. 

The  president  and  trustees  of  Jacksonville} 
vs. 
M.  McConnel,  January,  and  Dunlap, 

Personally  came  Frederick  Ha Vvn  before  me.  the  undersigned,  clerk  of 
the  Morgan  county  circuit  court,  and  after  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth 
and  says  that  he  has  been  engaged  for  the  last  year  or  about  that  time 
in  the  duties  of  senior  assistant  engineer,  under  the  direction  of  M.  Mc- 
Connel, one  of  said  defendants,  as  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  under  the  direction  of  James  M.  Buck- 
lin, principal  engineer;  and  that  during  a  great  part  of  said  time  he  has 
been  employed  in  locating,  and  assisting  to  locate,  the  Northern  Cross 
railroad  from  the  Illinois  river  to  Jacksonville;  he  has  also  been  engaged 
in  assisting  to  locate  said  road  through  Jacksonville,  and  for  some  dis- 
tance west  and  east  of  said  town.  He  further  says  that  he  is  fully  ac- 
quainted with  the  country,  and  general  surface  thereof,  both  east  and 
west  of  said  town,  and  through  said  town;  and  that  he  has  no  hesitation 
in  saying   that  the  present  location  of  said  road  through  the  northern 
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part  of  said  town  is  the  best  location  that  could  be  found,  either  east  or 
west,  or  through  said  town,  and  one  combining  more  advantages  for 
economy,  straight  line,  and  level  grade,  than  any  other  line  that  can  be 
found  for  said  road,  that  shall  pass  via  Jacksonville.  Said  Hawn  further 
says  that,  during  the  performance  of  said  duties  as  engineer,  he  has  been 
in  constant  intercourse  with  said  McConnel,  and  in  consultation  with 
him  in  relation  to  the  public  works;  and  he,  the  said  Hawn,  says  that 
said  McConnel  never  did,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  attempt  to  influ- 
ence him,  said  Hawn,  or  any  other  engineer,  to  his  knowledge,  to  locate 
said  road  either  in  one  place  or  another,  but  at  all  times  expressed  a  wish 
that  said  road,  both  at  Jacksonville  and  elsewhere,  should  be  located  to 
the  best  interest  of  the  State,  and  the  future  operation  of  the  said  road  to 
the  best  and  most  useful  effect,  as  well  at  Jacksonville  as  elsewhere;  and 
further  the  said  Hawn  saith  not. 

FREDERICK  HAWN. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  16th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1838. 

DENNIS  ROCKWELL,  Clerk. 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County,  ss. 

I,  Dennis  Rockwell,  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  said  county  of  Mor- 
gan, do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  affidavit 
of  Frederick  Hawn,  filed  in  said  court,  in  the  cause  of  the  president  and 
trustees  of  the  town  of  Jacksonville  vs.  Murray  McConnel,  James  Dun- 
lap,  and  Thomas  T.  January,  as  fully  and  completely  as  the  same  re- 
mains on  file  in  my  office. 

r«  -,  Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  said  court,  at  Jacksonville, 
I&eal.J         ,20th  day  of  January}  A#  D.  1839> 

DENNIS  ROCKWELL,  Clerk. 

Mr.  '.  S.  Wilkinson  submitted  the  following  testimony,  which,  after 
having  been  read,  sworn  to,  and  subscribed  by  Mr.  Wilkinson,  was  re- 
ceived by  the  committee,  and  ordered  to  be  copied. 

Question  1:  Were  you  ordered  by  Mr.  Bucklin  to  assist  in  locating 
a  route  for  the  Naples  branch  railroad? 

Answer:     I  was. 

Question  2:  Was  there  not  several  routes  surveyed  for  said  branch; 
and  which  was,  in  your  opinion,  the  best? 

Answer:  There  were  two  routes  surveyed  for  the  said  branch;  and, 
merely  as  a  branch,  I  consider  the  shorter  one  the  best. 

Question  3:  Did  you  not  make  or  assist  in  making  all  the  estimates 
and  calculations  relative  to  said  branch  surveys,  and  the  plans  and  pro- 
files relative  to  the  same? 

Answer:  I  assisted  in  making  the  calculations  for  the  Naples  branch, 
on  both  the  routes,  and  made  a  map  of  the  surveys. 

Question  4:  Describe  the  location  of  the  short  branch  recommended 
by  Mr.  Bucklin. 

Answe  r:  The  route  recommended  by  Mr.  Bucklin  commenced  on  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad  west  of  Dixon's  lake,  and  ran  in  a  southwest  di- 
rection for  the  distance  of  about  one  mile,  (making  an  angle  with  a  due 
east  and  west  line  of  about  19  deg.  I  think;)  thence  on  a  half  section  line 
to  the  Illinois  river.     The  whole  distance  is  over  two  miles  and  ahalf. 
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Question  5:  Did  the  short  branch  pass  though  any  improved  land 
or  town  lots? 

Answer:  Said  branch  passed  through  no  improved  land,  and  over  no 
town  lots  according  to  the  plat  of  the  town  of  Naples  which  I  saw. 

Question  6:  Do  you  recollect  the  cost  of  the  short  branch,  and  cost 
of  the  branch  at  present  under  contract? 

Answer:  The  estimate  of  the  short  route  I  think  was  about  $18,000, 
and  that  of  the  longer  one  near  twice  that  amount. 

Question  7:  Did  not  McConnel  direct  you  to  make  your  estimates  for 
said  branch  agreeably  to  the  estimates  of  Mr.  Bucklin  for  work  done  on 
the  Jacksonville  and  Naples  railroad? 

Answer:     He  did. 

Mr.  William  Pollock  offered  the  following  testimony  in  writing,  which 
after  having  been  read,  sworn  to  and  subscribed  by  Mr.  Pollock,  was  re- 
ceived by  the  committee,  and  ordered  to  be  copied. 

Question  1:  Were  you  informed  by  Mr.  McGonnel  whether  the 
Jacksonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company  had  a  c'aim  to  the  right  of 
way  through  the  valley  of  W'olf  run  previous  to  your  report  to  him  re- 
commending the  location  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  through  the 
valley  of  Wolf  run? 

Answer:     I  was  not. 

Question  2:  Had  you  been  informed  of  the  intention  of  said  compa- 
ny to  demand  from  the  State  the  construction  of  a  branch  railroad  and 
appendages  to  the  town  of  Naples  as  at  present  located  and  under  con- 
tract, and  that  said  company  would  exact  of  the  State  pay  for  work 
already  done  on  their  old  road  as  indemnity  for  the  right  of  way  which 
said  company  claims  through  the  valley  of  WTolf  run,  and  now  occupied 
by  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  is  it  probable  you  would  have  recom- 
mended the  location  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  through  the  valley 
of  Wolf  run? 

Answer:  It  is  probable  that,  if  the  expense  now  accruing  to  the  State 
from  the  Naples  branch  and  its  appendages  had  been  taken  into  con- 
sideration when  the  estimate  of  the  cost  of  Wolf  run  route  was  made, 
the   comparative    result   would  have    been    in  favor  of  a  shorter  route. 

Question  3:  Where  was  the  original  termination  of  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad  at  Meredosia? 

Answer:  On  the  bank  of  the  river  opposite  the  point  of  an  island  I 
above  the  ferry. 

Question  4:  Did  you  locate  and  prepare  for  execution  any  part  of 
said  road  in  Meredosia?  If  so,  describe,  particularly,  the  part  so  located,! 
and  the  street  upon  which  said  railroad  was  laid  out. 

Answer:  I  located  the  road  through  Meredosia,  by  commencing  at ; 
the  point  designated  in  my  answer  to  No.  3;  and  making  a  curve  of  500  \ 
radius  to  the  right  which  was  extended  to  the  centre  of  Washington 
street,  a  distance  of  about  5  or  600  feet;  thence  a  tangent  was- run 
through  the  centre  of  said  street,  and  continued  for  a  distance  of  up- j 
wards  of  four  miles  nearly  due  south.  1  also  laid  out  a  short  portion  of  the 
road  so  located  for  constructing  in  Washington  street  near  the  com-J 
mencement  or  northern  extremity  of  said  tangent.  At  the  time  I  pre- 
pared this  portion  of  the  said  road  for  construction,  I  did  not  consider 
the  road  as  permanently  located  in  Washington  street,  as  it  was  a  route 
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of  my  own  choosing,  and  had  not  the  sanction  of  the  chief  engineer.  My 
object  in  slaking  it  out  for  excavation  and  embankment  was  that,  pro- 
vided the  locatioa  was  approved  of,  the  contractors  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  commencing  work  without  calling  me  from  other  duties 
when  remote  from  that  place. 

Question  5:  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  other  terminus  for  said  road 
in  Meredosia,  than  that  near  the  island  north  of  Main  street,  previous  to 
fixing  the  present  termination  near  Finch's  tavern? 

Answer:  I  did  not  hear  of  any  other  terminus  until  late  in  the  fall.  I 
heard  Mr.  Bucklin  suggest  the  propriety  of  shortening  the  route  by  mak- 
ing the  terminus  lower  down  the  river,  and  I  was  directed  to  lay  out 
work  on  the  road"  so  far  south  of  the  town,  that,  if  such  a  change  was 
made,  no  work  would  be  lost. 

Question  6:  When  you  located  said  road  through  Washington  street, 
Meredosia,  did  you  not  consider  said  location  a  permanent  location  to 
the  approval  of  the  principa1  engineers? 

Answer:     I  did. 

And  the  committee  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  evening  at  half 
past  6  o'clock,  p.  m. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  6,  1839,  64  o'clock. 

Committee  met. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Browning,  Hacker,  and  Richardson,  of  the 
Senate;  Hardin,  Robinson,  Roman,  and  Thornton,  of  the  House. 

An  order  was  made  for  the  following  railroad  contract  and  relinguish- 
mentat  the  Auditor's  office,  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  be  copied. 

Contract. 

This  agreement,  made  and  concluded  this  fifteenth  day  of  August,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  thirty-eight,  between 
Charles  Collins  and  Miron  Leslie,  of  the  county  of  Morgan,  and  State  of 
Illinois,  parties  of  the  first  part,  and  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Pub- 
lic Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  by  M.  McConnel,  acting  Commis- 
sioners of  said  Board  for  the  first  judicial  ciicuit,  on  the  part  of  and  be- 
half of  the  State  of  Illinois  and  the  people  thereof,  of  the  second  part, 
witnesseth  that  the  said  Collins  and  Leslie,  parties  of  the  first  part,  for 
and  in  consideration  of  the  money  to  be  paid  to  them  by  the  party  of 
the  second  part,  in  the  manner  and  time  hereinafter  mentioned,  hereby 
contract,  covenant,  and  agree  to  construct  and  complete,  in  a  good,  sub- 
stantial, and  workmanlike  manner,  all  the  part  of  the  public  work  here- 
inafter specified,  to  wit,  the  Naples  branch  of  the  Northern  Cross  rail- 
road of  the  State  of  Illinois  as  authorized,  ordered,  and  directed  by  said 
Board, reference  being  had  to  the  location,  maps,  profiles,  and  specifica- 
tions of  the  said  public  work  made  by  the  engineers  for  said  State,  and 
remaining  on  tile  in  the  office  of  the  said  Board  of  Public  Works,  agreeably 
to  the  following  plan,  that  is  to  say:  the  work  shall  be  done  according 
to  the  plans,  directions,  and  specifications  for  the  Northern  Cross  rail- 
road office  at  Jacksonville;  reference  being  thereunto  had  for  the  direc- 
.  tions  as  co  said  work,  and  for  more  certainty  as  to  the  manner  and  mode 
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of  doing  the  same;  and  they  agree  to  do  the  same  according  to  the  direc- 
tions of  the  Commissioner  of  said  circuit,  or  according  to  the  directions 
and  orders  of  the  engineers  in  the  charge  of  the  work.  It  is  further 
agreed  by  and  between  the  parties,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part 
shall  build  and  construct  all  the  necessary  buildings  for  a  depot,  for 
engine-house,  and  all  other  things  necessary  and  proper  for  said  public 
works,  according  to  the  plans  and  specifications  to  be  furnished  them, 
and  according  to  the  directions  of  the  engineer,  the  Commissioner,  or 
any  authorized  agent  of  the  State.  The  said  parties  of  the  first  part 
further  agree  to  convey,  or  procure  to  be  conveyed,  freely  and  without 
charge  (except  the  sums  to  be  paid  them  for  the  'construction  of  the 
road  as  hereinafter  specified)  the  right  of  way  for  said  Naples  branch, 
over  all  the  land  owned  by  either  or  both  of  them  upon  which  any  part 
of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  may  be  located.  They  further  agree,  for 
the  same  consideration  aforesaid,  to  procure  to  be  conveyed  to  the  State 
of  Illinois,  by  deed  in  fee  simple,  the  lot  of  land  or  part  of  the  fraction  on 
the  Illinois  river  in  front,  and  at  the  termination  of  said  branch,  bounded 
eighty  feet  on  Water  street  and  the  Illinois  river,  and  also  a  lot  30  by 
80  back  from  the  river,  whereon  to  erect  an  engine-house.  They  fur- 
ther agree  to  procure  all  the  rights  of  the  Jacksonville  and  Naples  Rail- 
road Company  to  be  relinquished  to  the  State  of  Illinois  forever. 

And  the  said  Collins  and  Leslie  further  contract,  covenant,  and  agree 
to  construct  the  work  above  mentioned,  and  every  part  thereof,  agreea- 
bly to  the  aforesaid  description,  plans,  and  specifications,  and  under  the 
immediate  examination  and  careful  inspection,  and  agreeably  to  the 
orders  and  directions  of  the  acting  Commissioner  on  the  line  for  the 
time  being,  and  of  the  engineers  and  superintendent  appointed  to  ex- 
amine, inspect,  and  direct  the  same:  Provided,  however,  That  they  will 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  during  the  progress  of  the  work,  conform 
to  any  alteration  in  the  line  of  the  said  railroad,  either  vertically  or  hori- 
zontally, and  to  any  change  or  alteration  in  the  location,  plan,  form, 
dimension,  or  manner  of  constructing  said  railroad,  or  of  any  mechani- 
cal structure  thereon,  which  may  be  prescribed  or  directed  by  the  acting 
Commissioner,  engineer,  or  superintendent  on  the  said  work;  which 
directions  shall  in  all  cases  be  made  in  writing;  it  being  mutually  agreed 
and  understood,  that  whenever  any  of  the  different  kinds  of  work,  or  the 
quantity  and  expense  of  materials  shall  be  increased  or  diminished  by 
conforming  to  any  alteration  directed  to  be  made  in  writing  as  aforesaid, 
the  quantity  or  amount  of  such  increase  or  diminution  of  any  or  of  all 
the  kinds  of  works  herein  specified,  or  of  materials  necessary  to  con- 
struct the  same,  shall  be  estimated  by  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the 
work;  and  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  said  contractor  shall  be  increased  or 
diminished  accordingly,  agreeably  to  the  rates  and  prices  herein  speci- 
fied to  be  paid  for  the  same.  And  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  fur- 
ther contract  and  agree  that  they  will  construct  and  complete,  in  a  good 
and  workmanlike  manner,  under  the  direction  of  the  acting  Commis- 
sioner or  engineer  on  the  work,  any  other  items  of  work  that  may  ne- 
cessarily occur  on  the  said  railroad,  and  which  are  not  embraced  in  the 
aforesaid  descriptions  and  specifications,  when  thereunto  directed  by  the 
acting  Commissioner  or  engineer;  and  that  such  extra  work  shall  be  esti- 
mated by  the  engineer,  both  as  to  quantity  or  amount,  and  price,  and  be 
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paid  for  accordingly.  And  it  is  further  understood  and  expressly  agreed 
between  the  parties,  that  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part  will  make  an 
efficient  commencement  of  the  work  embraced  in  this  contract  within 
thirty  days  from  the  date  hereof,  and  will  have  the  same,  and  every  part 
thereof,  fully' completed  according  to  this  contract,  and  ready  to  be 
delivered  up,  and  will  deliver  up  in  said  finished  condition,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  June,  in  the  year  A.  D.  1840. 

And  it  is  further  expressly  agreed  and  understood  that,  if  the  said 
parties  of  the  first  part  sh.tll  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  a  full  commence- 
ment of  this  contract  within  the  time  above  limited  for  commencing  the 
same,  or  at  any  time  thereafter  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  prosecute  this 
contract  with  an  assiduity  and  efficiency  that  shall  give  a  reasonable 
assurance  to  the  acting  Commissioner  and  engineer  of  its  uniform  pro- 
gress and  final  completion  within  the  time  above  specified  for  the  com- 
pletion thereof;  or  if  the  sdd  parties  of  the  first  part  shall,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  principal  engineer  in  charge  of  the  work,  perform  the  work  im- 
perfectly, and  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  remedy  such  imperfect  perform- 
ance, in  either  or  all  of  such  cases,  the  acting  Commissioner  on  the  work 
may  declare  the  contract  to  be  abandoned  on  the  part  of  the  contractor, 
and  may  forthwith  proceed  to  relet  the  work  embraced  in  this  contract, 
without  the  let,  hindrance,  or  disturbance  of  said  parties  of  the  first. part, 
or  of  any  person  or  persons  claiming  to  act  for  or  under  them.  And 
further,  "that  the  said  contractor  shall  not  sub-contract  the  work  com- 
prised in  this  contract  or  any  part  thereof,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works,  but  shall  personally  superintend  the  work  dur- 
ing its  progress;  and  in  cases  of  such  sub-contracting,  the  acting  Com- 
missioner may,  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  said  Board,  declare  this  con- 
tract forfeited  and  abandoned.  And  in  case  of  the  abandonment  of  this 
contract  for  any  of  the  causes  above  mentioned,  it  is  agreed  that  all  the 
retained  per  centage  thereon  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  State. 
And  to  prevent  all  disputes  and  misunderstanding,  and  whereas  it  is 
necessary  that  the  said  work  shall  be  inspected  and  received,  it  is  mutu- 
ally agreed  by  and  betwen  the  said  parties,  that  the  principal  engineer 
of  the  said  district,  for  the  time  being,  in  which  the  said  works  are  situa- 
ted, or  some  other  competent  engineer,  to  be  designated  by  the  acting 
Commissioner,  shall  be  the  inspector  thereof,  and  shall  be  the  arbiter  in 
all  cases  of  disputes  and  misunderstandings  arising  under  this  agreement, 
whose  decision  thereon  shall  be  final  and  conclusive.  And  the  second 
party  of  the  second  part  hereby  covenants  and  agrees  to  pay  the  said 
parties  of  the  first  part,  in  consideration  of  the  true  and  faithful  perform- 
ance of  this  contract  and  every  part  thereof,  by  and  on  the  part  of  said 
parties  of  the  first  part,  and  as  a  full  complete  compensation  for  such 
performance,  and  for  the  completing  of  this  contract  according  to  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  thereof  and  within  the  time  specified,  the  fol- 
lowing rates  or  prices  for  the  work  executed;  that  is  to  say:  For  sec- 
tion one,  commencing  in  Wolf  run,  from  station  one  to  station  thirty, 
20  cents  per  cubic  yard  for  embankment.  From  station  thirty  to  station 
fifty,  40  cents  per  cubic  yard  for  embankment:  For  section  two,  towards 
and  next  to  the  Illinois  river,  for  all  embankments  between  stations  fifty 
and  seventy,  35  cents  per  cubic  yard.  For  all  embankments  between 
stations  seventy  and  one  hundred  and  two,  17  cents   per  cubic  yard. 


74 

For  all  excavations  upon  any  station  upon  either  of  said  sections,  the 
same  price  is  to  be  allowed  as  for  embankment.  For  all  masonry  for 
bridges,  not  dressed,  $6  per  perch  of  twenty-five  cubic  feet  per  perch. 
For  all  masonry  in  culverts,  $8  per  perch.  For  all  rip-rap  protection 
walls,  $4  per  perch.  For  all  masonry  for  foundation  for  buildings,  laid 
in  lime  mortar  and  not  dressed,  $8  per  perch.  For  all  dressed  or  cut- 
stone  work,  $1  per  foot,  in  addition  to  such  prices,  measuring  the  actual 
surface  of  the  dressed  work  only.  For  all  buildings,  the  said  parties 
agree  to  receive  for  the  brick  and  wood  work  the  prices  allowed  and 
estimated  by  the  engineer  at  the  time  the  work  is  done  or  being  done; 
and  they  agree  to  do  the  same  in  relation  to  all  bridges  to  be  built,  ex- 
cept the  masonry.  They  agree  to  furnish  all  the  materials  and  lay 
down  the  superstructure  of  said  branch  ready  to  receive  the  iron,  and  to 
lay  down  the  iron  (except  the  turn-outs,)  for  twelve  thousand  four  hund- 
red and  forty-four  dollars  and  sixty-four  cents. 

But  it  is  agreed  by  the  parties  of  the  first  part,  that  the  engineers  may, 
and  they  will  keep  an  accurate  account  of  the  cost  of  all  of  said  work, 
and  they  will  receive  the  same  therefor,  if  it  shall  fall  short  of  the  price 
before  mentioned  as  heretofore  proposed  by  them.  And  it  is  mutually 
agreed  between  the  parties  that,  durir.g  the  progress  of  the  work,  esti- 
mates shall  be  made  thereof  and  payments  made  by  the  acting  Commis- 
sioner on  account  of  the  same,  in  the  manner  provided  for  in  the  seven- 
teenth section  of  the  law  of  Illinois,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  and 
maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement,"  and  in  no  other 
manner  whatever.  And  that  whenever,  in  the  opinion  of  the  principal 
engineer  in  charge  of  the  work,  (who  is  also  inspector  of  the  work,  as  is 
above  agreed  and  understood)  the  work  comprised  in  this  contract  shall 
have  been  fully  completed  according  to  the  terms,  and  within  the  time 
specified  in  the  agreement,  the  said  engineer  and  inspector  shall  certify 
the  same  to  the  acting  Commissioner  on  the  work  for  the  time  being, 
with  an  estimate  of  the  full  amount  and  value  of  the  work  executed;  and 
within  sixty  days  thereafter,  the  full  amount  of  the  contract  shall  be  paid 
to  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  according  to  the  said  estimate  and  to 
the  rates  and  prices  hereinbefore  specified,  deducting  the  amount  paid 
upon  the  estimates  which  shall  h»\/e  been  made  during  the  progress  of 
the  work,  as  aforesaid.  And  it  is  further  agreed  and  understood,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  possibility  of  unnecessary  damages  being  done  to  propri- 
etors of  land,  that  the  places  are  to  be  designated  by  the  acting  Commis- 
sioner or  engineers  from  which  the  embankment  herein  contracted  for  is 
to  be  procured;  and,  in  removing  the  same,  care  is  to  be  taken  by  the 
said  contractor  to  disfigure  as  little  as  may  be  practicable  the  lot,  or 
field,  or  piece  of  ground  from  which  such  earth  or  other  material  is  re- 
moved. And  it  is  further  agreed  that,  to  avoid  disputes  as  well  as  inter- 
ruption and  hindrance  to  the  regular  and  peaceable  progress  of  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  public  works,  and  to  prevent  unnecessary  injury  to  the  i 
rights  and  property  of  the  neighbors  in  the  vicinity  of  the  works,  or  to 
persons  travelling  on  or  near  the  line  of  said  works,  the  acting  Commis- 
sioner, or  any  engineer  or  superintendent  on  the  work  shall  and  may 
dismiss, from  the  service,  by  whomsoever  employed  and  engaged,  every  j 
quarrelsome,  disorderly  person,  and  such  as  shall  be  addicted  to  habits  of  ) 
intemperance,  or  who  shall  wantonly  commit  any  trespass,   either  upon  I 


75 

the  person,  land,  or  property  of  citizens  or  others,  living,  travelling  or 
working  upon' or  near  the  work  of  the  said  railroad,  or  be  guilty  of  other 
offensive  misconduct;  and  that  the  said  contractors  shall  dismiss  all  sim- 
ilar persons  employed  under  them,  whenever  thereto  directed  by  the 
acting  Commissioner,  engineer,  or  superintendent,  and  shall  not,  know- 
ingly, employ  any  such  person  who  may  have  been  so  dismissed  from 
other  parts  of  the  public  works  in  this  State. 

[A  copy  of  the  said  proposal  referred  to  in  this  contract  is  hereto  at- 
tached, marked  A,  and  made  a  part  of  this  said  contract.] 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  and  the  said 
Murray  McConnel,  acting  Commissioner  on  the  part  and  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  of  Illinois,  on  the  part  and  be- 
half of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  the  people  thereof,  have  hereunto  set 
their  hands  and  seals,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

MIRON  LESLIE,  [l.  s.] 

CHARLES  COLLINS,  [l.  s.] 
M.  McCONNEL.  [l.  s.] 


Copy  of  the  proposals  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  contract. 

Naples,  August  14,  1838. 
To  Murray  McConnel, 

Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  frc. 
Sir:  We,  the  undersigned,  hereby  propose  to  make  the  Naples  branch 
of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  at  and  upon  the  following  terms  and 
conditions,  to  wit:  We  are  the  owners  of  the  stock  and  have  the 
control  of  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company;  and  under 
the  chartered  privilege  of  said  company,  we  have  done  a  large  amount 
of  work  towards  completing  a  railroad  over  the  ground  fixed  for 
the  said  lateral  branch.  We,  as  individuals,  are  the  owners  of  a  large 
quantity  of  land  over  which  said  branch  will  pass,  and  over  which 
the  Northern  Cross  railroad  from  Meredosia  to  Jacksonville  now  passes, 
the  right  of  way  over  and  upon  which  has  never  been  relinquished  to 
the  State.  We  are  also  the  owners  of  the  land  at  the  river  termination 
of  said  branch  road,  suitable  for  a  depot,  and  for  all  necessary  build- 
ings tnat  may  be  needed  by  the  State.  We  look  upon  the  making 
of  the  road  from  the  town  of  Meredosia  to  Jacksonville,  by  the  State, 
as  an  unwarrantable  violation  of  the  chartered  privilege  of  said  Railroad 
Company;  yet  nevertheless,  wc  propose,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  all 
difficulties,  to  surrender  all  the  chartered  rights  of  said  company;  to  sur- 
render, and  procure  to  be  surrendered,  the  right  of  way  for  said  branch 
road  over  all  the  land  over  which  the  same  may  be  located.  We  pro- 
pose to  surrender  the  right  of  way  over  all  our  land  over  which  the  Nor- 
thern Cross  railroad  passes.  We  propose  to  donate  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  land  for  all  necessary  buildings  at  the  river  termination  of  said  branch 
road,  and  to  procure  the  land  to  be  given  or  donated  to  the  State.  All 
of  which  rights  thus  proposed  to  be  surrendered,  we  believe  would  be 
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estimated  (at  a  low  valuation)  to  the  sum  of  $35,000;  but  which  we  agree 
to  surrender  to  the  State  freely  and  without  charge;  yet  upon  this  con- 
dition, that  said  branch  road  shall  be  made  by  the  State  over  the  line 
of  the  road  now  located  and  partially  constructed  by  the  Naples  and 
Jacksonville  Railroad  Company,  and  that  said  company  be  paid  for  the 
work  actually  done  and  the  materials  furnished  by  said  company,  at  such 
a  sum  of  money  as  the  State  engineer  shall  estimate  the  same  to  be 
worth:  And  provided,  also,  That  the  following  proposal  for  constructing 
said  branch  road  be  accepted,  to  wit:  We  agree  to  construct  said  branch 
road  and  furnish  all  the  materials  therefor  (iron  excepted,)  at  the  present 
estimate  of  the  engineers  now  made  for  said  work,  and  all  the  necessary 
buildings,  side-tracks,  and  turn-outs.  Yet  if  it  shall  be  found  upon  fu- 
ture estimates  of  the  State  engineer,  as  the  work  progresses,  that  the 
estimates  now  made  are  higher  in  price  than  the  actual  cost  of  the  work, 
then  the  same  may  be  reduced  to  the  actual  cost  of  the  work  without 
any  charge  for  the  time,  trouble,  and  risk  of  doing  the  same.  We  further 
agree  that  the  State  may  furnish  the  iron,  or  we  will  furnish  it,  charging 
the  bare  cost  of  the  same,  when  delivered. 

MIRON  LESLIE, 
CHARLES  COLLINS. 


Relinquishment. 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County,  ss. 

\Ve,  the  undersigned,  president,  trustees,  and  stockholders  in  the  Naples 
and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company,  the  charter  of  which  was  granted 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois  at  the  last  general  session  there- 
of, do  by  these  presents,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  one  dollar 
to  each  of  us  paid  by  the  State  of  Illinois,  grant,  relinquish,  and  release 
to  the  State  of  Illinois  all  and  each  of  our  several  rights  to  all  the  shares  of 
the  stock  of  said  company,  and  to  the  said  charter,  and  to  every  thing  grow- 
ing out  of  it  in  the  form  of  rights  vested  or  to  be  vested,  either  to  make 
a  railroad  or  to  do  any  other  act  or  to  enjoy  any  other  privilege  what- 
ever: Provided,  however,  That  this  release  and  every  thing  in  relation 
thereto  is  upon  the  condition  that  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  make  or  cause 
to  be  made  a  good  and  durable  railroad  on  this  line  where  said  company 
is  now  constructing  said  road,  from  the  said  town  of  Naples  to  intersect 
the  Northern  Cross  railroad  at  the  most  eligible  point  in  the  valley  of 
Wolf  run  mentioned  in  said  charter,  and  within  five  miles  of  said  town  of 
Naples;  And  provided  further,  That  said  road  shall  be  erected  within 
nineteen  months  from  this  date,  together  with  all  the  necessary  turn-outs, 
engine-houses,  ware-houses,  building  for  depots  at  said  town  of  Naples 
and  elsewhere:  And  provided,  That  the  said  Naples  company  shall  be 
paid  for  the  work  done  and  materials  furnished  upon  said  road,  all  of 
which  is  hereby  transferred  to  the  State  of  Illinois.  This  release  is  to 
be  and  remain  in  full  force  for  the  term  of  nineteen  months  from  this 
date;  and  if  the  condition  aforesaid  shall  be  then  fully  complied  with, 
then  the  same  shall  be  absolute,  and  operate  as  a  release  forever;  other- 
wise to  be  and  remain  null  and  void;  and  the  said  company  shall  have 
full  power  to  enter  immediately  upon  the  land,  and  construct  said  road 
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and  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  properly  belonging  or  appertain- 
ing to  said  company,  in  as  full  and  complete  a  manner  as  though  this 
release  had  never  been  made.  In  testimony  whereof,  we,  the  undersigned, 
have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  affixed  our  seals,  this  fifteenth  day  of 
August,  A.  D.  1838. 

MIRON  LESLIE,  President. 
MARK  W.  DELAHAY, 
GEO.  M.  RICHARDS, 
A.  W.  PARSONS, 
K.  LODWICK, 
ORLANDO  KELLOGG, 
JOHN  MANCHESTER, 
H.  W.  VANSYCKEL, 
JESSE  McKEE, 
BOZABEL  GELATT, 
CHARLES  COLLINS. 

Mr.  James  E.  Waldo,  who  had  been  previously  sworn,  produced  his  ad- 
ditional testimony  in  writing,  which  was  read  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  McConnel  objected  to  receiving  the  answers  of  James  E.  Waldo 
as  testimony. 

LMr.  Browning  moved  to  reject  a  part  of  the  first  answer  of  Mr.  Waldo, 
which   was  carried. 

Mr.  McConnel  made  objection  to  Mr.  Waldo's  answer  to  fifth  inter- 
rogatory. 

Mr.  McConnel  withdrew  his  objection. 

Mr.  Thornton  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  the  committee 
by  which  the  committee  had  determined  not  to  investigate  the  second 
specification  of  the  first  charge,  which  was  withdrawn,  and  it  was  resol- 
ved that  Mr.  Waldo's  entire  answers  should  be  received  by  the  commit- 
tee; whereupon  they  were  ordered  to  be  copied. 

Question  1:  Do  you  know  any  thing  respecting  the  location  and 
termination  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  at  Meredosia,  as  the  same 
was  let  to  contract  in  July,  1837  ? 

Answer:  I  know  that  sometime  previous  to  the  tenth  of  July,  1837, 
the  day  on  which  the  contract  was  let,  there  were  a  number  of  experi- 
mental lines  run,  al!  of  which  terminated  near  the  point  of  the  island, 
north  of  Main  street;  and  that  between  the  tenth  of  July  and  the  first  of 
August,  after  Wm.  Pollock  located  a  line  commencing  about  three  hun- 
dred feet  north  of  Main  street  in  Washington  street,  and  running  south 
down  Washington  street,  Mr.  Pollock  ran  a  curved  line  from  this  com- 
mencing point  round  the  outlet  of  the  lake  opposite  the  island. 

Question  2:  Did  the  said  railroad  pass  through  Cobb  and  Aylesworth's 
addition  to  the  town  of  Meredosia;  if  so,  through  what  street  ? 

Answer:  The  road  passed  through  Cobb  and  Aylesworth's  addition, 
and  through  Washington  street. 

Question  3:  Did  the  contractors  do  work  on  said  road  through  said 
addition  ? 

Answer:     They  did. 

Question  4:     When  was  said  work  done,  and  when  commenced? 
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Answer:  It  was  commenced  on  the  first  day  of  August,  1837,  It  was 
commenced  in  Washington  street  north  of  Main  street,  in  station  No.  1 
opposite  the  island. 

Question  5:  Did  McConnel  ever  converse  with  you  respecting  the 
location  of  said  roaa  through  Cobb  and  Aylesworth's  addition,  and  about 
the  original  termination,  and  what  did  he  say? 

Answer:  I  have  had  several  conversations  with  McConnel  respecting 
the  location  as  made  by  Pollock.  One  evening  shortly  after  the  location 
was  made,  Mr.  McConnel  told  me  in  Jacksonville  that  Pollock  made 
that  location  by  his  (McConnel's)  order.  McConnel  told  me  that  Pollock 
asked  him  where  he  should  commence  the  location  in  Meredosia,  and 
McConnel  said  he  replied,  uby  God,  stop  it  into  the  old  place."  About  the 
10th  of  March,  1838,  i  had  another  conversation  with  McConnel  on  the  sub- 
ject, in  which  I  told  him  of  rumors  that  were  afloat  that  he  was  deter- 
mined to  change  the  location  from  the  upper  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
town  in  Meredosia,  but  he  assured  me  that  he  never  had  such  an  idea; 
and  he  asserted  during  the  conversation  over  and  over  again  that  no 
change  should  be  made.  Another  conversation  took  place  in  the  recor- 
ders office  after  the  location  was  changed,  in  which  conversation  he  as- 
serted frequently  that  the  change  was  made  without  his  consent,  know- 
ledge, or  approbation.  One  statement  in  particular  I  reccollect  of  his  ma- 
king at  the  time  nearly  in  the  following  words:  "that  the  road  had  been 
located  to  the  upper  part  of  the  town;  that  it  had  been  marked  to  the 
upper  part,  and  that  the  State  had  paid  for  that  mark,  and  that  by  God 
the  location  was  not  changed  yet;  he  would  learn  contractors  to  be  con- 
tractors and  commissioners  both." 

Question  6:  Were  either  of  the  contractors  present  when  the  work 
on  the  railroad  through  said  addition  was  commenced  ? 

Answer:     James  Dunlap  was  present. 

Question  7:  Did  you  ever  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  McConnel  containing 
certain  propositions  of  yours  to  said  McConnel  about  lots  for  a  depot? 

Answer:  I  wrote  McConnel  a  letter  I  think  in  August,  1837. 

Question  8:     State  the  substance  of  said  letter. 

Answer:  The  substance  as  near  as  I  can  recollect  was  urging  him  to 
stand  up  to  a  contract  he  made  with  me  on  the  eleventh  day  of  July  pre- 
vious; in  which  contract  he  urged  that,  if  I  would  take  back  four  lots  he 
had  bought  of  us  and  give  him  up  his  note,  he  would  have  them  ap- 
praised for  the  use  of  the  State;  and  in  order  to  insure  my  getting  a  good 
price  for  said  lots,  he  agreed  to  select  a  man  and  let  me  select  another, 
and  whatever  price  they  agreed  on  he  would  take  them  at;  he  said  it  was 
not  absolutely  necessary  to  have  them  appraised  at  all;  he  could  take 
them  without  any  appraisement,  but  it  would  look  better  to  have  them 
appraised;  butafter  he  had  got  the  contiact  recv  rded  he  constantly  kept 
deferring  the  appraisement,  never  appeared  to  be  ready,  therefore  I 
wrote  him  a  letter  urging  him  to  stand  up  to  his  bargain  and  as  near  as 
I  can  recollect,  about  the  close  of  the  letter  I  said  to  McConnel  that  if  the 
four  lots  he  had  agreed  to  take  were  appraised  at  a  good  price  he  should 
have  the  four  lots  adjoining  for  what  fees  we  owed  him. 

Question  9:   What  was  your  object  in  writing  said  letter? 

Answer:  My  object  was  to  induce  him  to  do  as  he  had  agreed  to  do. 
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Question  10:  Does  any  of  the  property  purchased  from  you  by 
Mr.  Connel,  described  in  Duncan's  bond,  and  referred  to  in  McConnel's 
obligation,  lie  on  Washington  street,  in  Cobb  &  Aylesworth's  addition? 

Answer:  Lot  14  in  block  No.  7,  and  lots  No.  8  and  1%  in  block  No. 
12,  in  Cobb  &  Aylesworth's  addition  to  the  town  of  Meredosia,  lie  on 
Washington  street,  and  immediately  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  as  located 
by  Mr.  Pollock. 

Mr.  Leslie  interrogated. 

Question  1:  State  what  you  know  about  the  matter  of  Collins  and 
Gov,  Duncan's  agreement  in  relation  to  the  Meredosia  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 

Answer:  There  existed,  several  years  since,  an  act  of  incorporation 
for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia. 
Sometime  in  1836,  Charles  Collins  and  Gov.  Duncan  had  an  interview  in 
relation  to  making  a  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Naples  and  Meredosia. 
Under  the  Meredosia  charter  an  agreement  to  some  extent  was  by  them 
entered  into  to  make  a  road  to  Naples  and  Meredosia.  No  agreement  was 
made,  to  my  knowledge,  where  the  two  roads  were  to  unite.  There  was 
a  nominal  subscription  made  on  the  Meredosia  and  Jacksonville  books,  by 
Collins,  and  I  believe  that  I  also  subscribed  for  stock,  but  I  am  not  cer- 
tain. The  object  of  Collins' subscription  and  mine  was,  that  in  case  any 
thing  was  done  toward  making  the  road,  we  would  determine  the  place 
of  junction  to  suit  ourselves.  There  was  a  meeting  of  the  parties  con- 
cerned, and  at  that  meeting  Mr.  McConnell  acted  for  Mr.  Collins.  A 
disagreement  took  place  at  this  meeting,  and  the  whole  matter  blew  up. 
Mr.  McConnel  had  no  interest  in  the  matter  that  I  know  of.  I  know 
there  was  no  connection  between  McConnel,  Collins  and  myself — whe- 
ther McConnel  said  he  had  an  interest  or  not,  I  have  no  recollection; 
there  was  no  money  paid  on  the  subscription  to  my  knowledge,  and  no 
further  property  in  the  matter  than  what  grew  out  of  barely  subscrib- 
ing names  upon  the  book.  At  this  time  there  did  not  exist  any  such  com- 
pany as  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  Buckhn  interrogated.  Mr.  Hardin's  first  question  to  Mr.  Bucklin 
was  objected  to  by  Messrs.  Hacker  and  McConnel. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  called  for  by  Mr.  Hardin:  On  the  question, 
"•Shall  question  No.  1,  be  answered?" 

Those  voting  in  the  affirmative,  were 

Messrs.  Thornton,  Hardin  and  Browning — 3. 

Those  voting  in  the  negative,  were 

Messrs.  Roman,  Richardson  and  Hacker — 3. 

Under  rule  No.  6,  heretofore  adopted  b}  the  committee,  the  question 
No.  1  was  ordered  to  be  answered. 

Mr.  Richardson  moved  to  rescind  rule  No.  6;  which  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Thornton  moved  the  further  examination  of  Mr.  Bucklin  be  sus- 
pended until  the  committee  were  all  present;  which  was  lost. 

Whereupon  the  committee  proceeded  to  examine  Mr.  Bucklin. 

Question  1:  Did  Mr.  McConnell  ever  pay  you  for  your  services  or 
other  claims  against  the  State,  in  promissory  notes?  If  so,  state  whether 
the  State  or  yourself  has,  either  of  you,  lost  any  thing  by  your  taking 
the  notes. 
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Answer:  Mr.  McConnel  did  pay  me  in  promissory  notes — I  have  lost 
the  use  of  part  of  the  money — the  State  has  sustained  no  loss. 

Question  2:  When  was  the  agreement  made  to  take  said  notes  in  place 
of  cash?  State  the  amount  of  the  notes  you  took,  and  whether  you 
have  collected  all  said  notes  yet. 

Answer:  1  think  it  was  some  time  last  winter — the  amount  was  I  be- 
lieve about  $500-,  all  the  notes  have  been  paid  excepting  one  of  $100, 
which  bears  12  per  cent,  interest,  and  which  Mr.  McConnel  assured  mc 
was  secured  by  mortgage. 

Question  3:  Were  the  notes  assigned  by  Mr.  McConnel? 

Answer:  I  considered  Mr.  McConnell  responsible  for  the  amount  of 
the  notes;  but  I  do  not  recollect  whether  they  were  endorsed  by  Mr. 
McConnel;  1  believe  they  were. 

Question  4:  What  excuse,  if  any,  did  McConnel  make  for  offering 
notes  in  place  of  money,  in  discharge  of  your  claim  and  the  property 
sold  to  the  State? 

Answer:  My  recollection  of  the  conversation  that  took  place  is  im- 
perfect; but  my  impression  is  that  he  gave  as  a  reason  the  want  of  ready 
money. 

Question  5:  Do  you  know  any  instance  of  McConnel's  paying  credi- 
tors of  the  State  promissory  notes,  when  he  had  cash  belonging  to  the 
State  in  his  hands? 

Answer:  1  know  of  one  instance  in  which  Mr.  McConnel  paid  an  en- 
gineer promissory  note  or  notes,  but  I  cannot  say  whether  he  had  money 
at  that  time,  belonging  to  the  State,  in  his  hands  or  not. 

Question  6:  State  the  times  and  conditions  of  the  agreement  about 
your  taking  the  notes,  and  all  that  took  place  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
and  whether  the  notes  taken  by  you  were  due  or  not  due;  and  if  not 
due,  whether  any  discount  was  allowed  you  on  the  notes  to  make  them 
equal  to  c?sh. 

Answer:  1  had  frequently  applied  to  McConnel  to  allow  my  account, 
which  he  declined  adjusting.  But  on  one  occasion,  he  said  he  would 
allow  them  on  condition  that  I  would  take  "cash  notes/'  The  notes 
were  due  at  the  time,  and  there  was  no  discount  allowed  on  them  in 
any  way. 

Question  7:  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  McConnel's  allowing  addi- 
tional compensation  in  consequence  of  payment  being  received  by  any 
person  in  promissory  notes,  or  that  payment  in  such  notes  had  any  effect 
in  increasing  the  rates  of  charges  for  services? 

Answer:  I  have  no  such  knowledge. 

Question  8:  You  have  testified  that  a  route  might  have  been  formed 
for  the  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia  at  a  50  foot  grade,  about 
three  miles  shorter,  and  about  $'100,000  cheaper  than  the  route  by  Wolf 
run;  State  where  the  short  route  would  have  passed  through  the  bluff's. 

Answer:  Through  Davis'  branch. 

Question  9:  If  the  railroad  had  been  made  through  either  the  valleys 
of  Davis'  branch,  or  Raccoon  run,  would  it  have  approached  within  5 
miles  of  Naples? 

Answer:  No. 

Mr.  John  Von  Horn,  being  duly  sworn  as  a  witness,  was  interrogated 
as  follows: 
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Question  1.  Did  Mr.  McConnel  ever  make  any  payment  to  you  in 
promissory  notes,  for  services  rendered  by  you  to  the  State?  If  so,  state 
all  about  the  transaction. 

Answer:  Mr.  McConnel  paid,  in  the  fall  of  1837,  three  notes  to  the 
amount  of  $85  to  me,  which  1  had  given  when  in  the  service  of  the  Na- 
ples and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company.  These  notes  were  given  by 
me  under  the  impression  that  they  were  certificates  to  certain  individu- 
als in  Naples,  for  value  rendered  to  the  railroad  company.  I  had  not 
written  tbem  myself;  was  then  unacquainted  with  the  English  language, 
but  only  signed  them  when  presented  to  me.  In  settling  with  Mr.  Mc- 
Connel he  paid  these  notes  to  me  as  a  part  of  my  salary;  and  on  my  ob- 
jecting to  it,  Mr.  McConnel  told  me  that  I  might  consent  or  not  since  he 
was  in  possession  of  the  means  to  make  me  pay  them.  I  do  not  know 
that  Mr  McConnel  was  present  when  I  gave  said  notes.  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  I  informed  Mr.  McConnel  all  about  the  circumstances  by 
which  these  notes  were  obtained  from  me,  and  I  also  positively  stated  to 
him  that  I  did  not  think  myself  obliged  lawfully  to  pay  these  notes. 
The  above  notes  were  given  to  Mr.  Hawse,  tavern-keeper  at  Naples, 
two  of  them  at  least. 

Question  2:  Did  not  McConnel  state  to  you,  at  the  time  those  notes 
were  presented  to  you,  that  those  notes  were  only  put  into  his  hands  for 
collection,  and  that  he  had  no  interest  in  them  ? 

Answer:     I  do  not  recollect  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Mr.  Brockenbrough  interrogated. 

Question  1,  by  Mr.  McConnel. 

Had  it  been  understood  before  you  brought  these  charges  against  Mc- 
Connel, that  he  would  not  be  a  candidate  for  re-election  for  Commis- 
sioner, would  you  have  brought  these  charges  ? 

Answer:  1  believed  Mr.  McConnel  had  been  guilty  of  numerous 
derelictions  of  duty  as  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  and 
felt  that  my  own  interests  had  been  sacrificed  by  his  misconduct;  and  I 
never  would  have  complained  against  him  had  he  not  been  a  candidate 
for  re-election  to  the  office  of  Commissioner,  of  which  I  was  convinced  he 
had  proved  himself  unworthy. 

Question  2:  When  was  the  charge  about  the  lots  in  Jacksonville 
brought  against  McConnel;  and  what  was  the  reason  you  did  not  prefer 
all  the  charges  at  once  ? 

Answer:  The  charge  about  your  buying  the  Fogus  lot  was  preferred 
against  you  by  me  at  Vandalia  about  the  16th  of  January  last;  the  cause 
of  my  not  bringing  the  charge  before  the  committee  at  their  first  meet- 
ing, was  owing  to  my  never  having  previously  arrived  at  the  facts  and 
evidence  so  as  to  found  the  charge  upon,  although  I  had  frequently 
heard  reports  of  that  transaction  prior  to  my  first  appearance  at  Vandalia. 

The  committee  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow,  at  6*  o'clock. 

THURSDAY,  February  7>  1839,  7  o'clock. 

Committee  met. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Hacker,  Browning,  and  Richardson,  of 
the  Senate;  Roman,  Hardin,  Naper,  French,  and  Thornton,  of  the  House. 
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McConnel  offered  and  read  to  the  committee  the  reports  and  commu 
nications  of  the  acting  Commissioner  and  engineers  in  relation  to  tht 
Northern  Cross  railroad,  and  the  Naples  branch,  together  with  a  map 
of  said   branch  and  all  surveys,  which  are  attached  to  the  47th  page  of 
this  Journal. 

After  Mr.  McConnel  had  been  sworn  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  above 
reports,  he  submitted  the  following  affidavits,  and  also  the  following 
notice  to  Austin  Brockenbrough: 

Morgan  County,  Illinois,  January  13,  1839. 

Mr.  Austin  Brockenbrough: 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the  investigating  committee  now  at 
Vandalia,  1  shall  proceed  on  the  19th  orthis  month  at  the  office  of  Geo. 
Rearick,  Esq.  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Jacksonville  in  said  county,  to 
take  the  depositions  of  James  Dunlap,  James  McKinney,  Wiley  Harp, 
William  Pollock,  and  twenty  others,  and  to  continue  from  that  day  for- 
ward from  day  today  until  all  are  completed.  I  shall  also  on  the  nine- 
teenth day  of  January  at  the  office  of  Esq.  Eckel  burner,  in  Naples,  in  said 
county,  proceed  to  take  the  depositions  of  H.  W.  Van  Syckel  and  ten 
other  witnesses,  and  to  continue  from  day  to  day  until  all  are  taken.  I 
shall  also  proceed  and  at  other  times  and  places  in  said  county  to  take 
the  depositions  of  other  witnesses,  the  times  and  places  of  doing  which 
you  will  be  notified  at  one  of  the  former  times  of  taking  depositions  if 
you  shall  be  in  attendance;  if  not,  I  shall  proceed  to  take  said  depositions 
without  further  notice  than  this,  and  whether  you  are  present  or  not. 
All  of  those  depositions  are  to  be  and  will  be  read  before  said  commit- 
tee in  the  investigation  of  the  charges  preferred  by  you  against  me. 

M.  McCONNEL. 
\'  Served  this  notice  by  delivering  a  copy  to  Brockenbrough  on  the  13th 
of  January,  in  Morgan  county,  bv  reading  the  same  to  him. 

M.  McCONNEL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  17th  day  of  January, 1839,  by 
M.  McConnel. 

GEO.  REARICK,  J.  P. 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County. 

Personally  came  W.'S.  Wilkinson  before  us,  the  undersigned,  two  acting 
justices  of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  and  after  being  duly 
sworn,  deposeth  and  says  that  he  has  been  called  upon  by  authority  as 
a  witness  in  a  charge  against  the  Commissioner  of  the  first  judicial  cir- 
cuit about  the  location  of  the  Naples  branch  of  the  Northern  Cross  rail- 
road. 

He  further  says  that  he  has  heard  a  copy  of  said  charges  read,  and  can 
say  in  relation  thereto  thai  he  aided  in  surveying  two  lines  of  said  branch, 
and  that  he  believes  that  the  construction  of  the  shortest.line  is  the  cheap- 
est; but  he  has  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  line  adopted  is  the  near- 
est route  from  Jacksonville  to  Naples,  and  is  a  part  of  the  road  between 
the  two  places  the  most  valuable. 

Said  Wilkinson  further  says  that  he  knows  nothing  about  any  posi- 
tive order  by  the  Commissioner  to  Mr.  Bucklin  to  locate  either  one  of 
the  said  routes  or  the  other;  he  knows  nothing  of  the  right  of  the  Jack. 


83 

sonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company,  or  of  the  cost  of  a  lot  or  lots  for  a 
depot  and  engine-house  upon  either.     And  further  he  saith  not. 

W.  S.  WILKINSON. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  by  the  said  W.  Wilkinson  before  us  at  the  office 
of  Geo.  Rearick,  in  Jacksonville,  the  17th  day  of  January,  1839. 

GEO.  REARICK,  J.  P.  [l.  s.] 
JAS.  BERDAN,  J.  P.     [h.  s.] 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County. 

James  Dunlap,  who  having  been  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  says  that 
he  is  acquainted  with  the  plat  of  Meredosia  and  with  the  situation  of 
Duncan:s  property  there,  and  with  the  location  of  the  property  said  to 
have  been  purchased  of  said  Duncan  by  the  Waldos  sometime  in  the  year 
1837;  and  that  he  believes  that  none  of  said  property  is  situated  upon 
the  immediate  line  of  the  railroad  as  now  located  and  completed.  If  any 
of  said  property  is  situated  upon  said  road,  he  has  never  heretofore  under- 
stood where  it  lay.  He  further  says  that  he  was  one  of  the  contrac- 
tors on  said  road;  that  he  was  informed  when  we  (Leslie  and  Dunlap) 
were  about  to  let  a  sub-contract  to  Waldo,  Thompson  &  Co.,  that  we 
must  commence  about  one  mile  from  the  river  as  a  permanent  location 
was  not  yet  made  in  the  town  of  Meredosia.  He  further  states  that, 
sometime  in  the  summer  of  1838,  Murray  McConnel,  Commissioner,  re- 
quested him  to  say  to  J.  M.  Bucklin,  principal  engineer,  that  he  must 
go  to  Meredosia  and  make  a  permanent  location  of  said  road,  and  place 
said  location  in  the  best  place  for  the  interest  of  the  State;  and  that  he 
gave  said  information  to  said  engineer,  and  he  located  it  accordingly, 
which  location  is  the  same  upon  which  the  road  is  now  situated.  In  all 
his  conversation  with  said  McConnel  about  the  location  and  construction 
of  said  road,  he  never  knew  that  he  had  any  interest  in  Meredosia.  Said 
Dunlap  further  says  that  all  the  railroad  iron  shipped  to  Naples  or  Mer- 
edosia was  shipped  to  the  contractors,  of  which  he  was  and  is  now  one, 
and  that  by  the  terms  of  their  contract  with  the  State  they  were  to  pay 
to  the  State  whatever  price  the  iron  would  have  cost  delivered  to  them, 
and  nothing  more.  The  first  cargo  of  iron  was  shipped  on  H.  L.  Rob- 
inson and  consigned  to  Naples  as  I  was  informed;  and  so  soon  as  such 
information  was  received  I  called  on  M.  McConnel  and  informed  him  of 
said  shipment.  He  then  stated  to  me  that  he  instructed  Mr.  Oakley  to  ship 
the  iron  to  New  Orleans  subject  to  his  order,  and  that  said  iron  was  not 
ordered  by  him  to  Naples.  We  (January  and  Dunlap)  then  asked  Mc- 
Connel to  give  us  an  order  to  his  house  in  Naples,  to  deliver  the  bills  of 
lading  over  to  us  that  the  iron  might  be  delivered  at  Meredosia,  and  stated 
that  we  did  not  wish  to  incur  an  extra  expense  for  receiving  the  said 
iron  as  we  were  prepared  to  receive  the  same.  Mr.  McConnel  gave  us 
an  order  to  his  house  in  Naples,  and  as  I  have  been  informed  by  J.  T. 
January,  was  delivered  in  Naples  before  the  said  steamboat  arrived,  but 
they  failed  to  comply  with  the  order.  One  of  said  firm  went  from  Naples 
to  Meredosia  on  said  steamboat  and  received  said  iron,  and  charged  com- 
mission on  the  same.  Said  Dunlap  states  that  he  does  not  know  whe- 
ther the  house  of  Godfrey,  Lowrie  and  Small  drew  a  draft  on  the  State 
Bank  of  Illinois  for  the  charges  from  Europe  to  New  Orleans  upon  the 
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first  cargo  of  iron  or  not,  but  knows  that  said  house  did  draw  a  draft 
upon  said  bank  for  the  second  shipment  of  iron,  and  sold  it  to  the  cap- 
tain of  the  steamboat;  and  he,  the  said  Dunlap,  received  of  the  said  cap- 
tain of  the  said  boat  the  draft  for  the  second  shipment,  and  cashed  it  at  , 
the  branch  of  the  State  Bank  at  Jacksonville;  the  same  draft  was  sent 
to  the  mother  bank  at  Springfield  by  T.  O.  Duncan,  cashier,  and  was 
returned  to  said  Duncan  unpaid,  who  gave  said  James  Dunlap  notice  of 
said  draft  being  returned,  and  was  compelled  to  lilt  said  draft. 

Col.  Mather  wrote  the  following  letter  connected  with  the  subject  of 
said  draft. 

Copy  of  the  letter  from  Thomas  Mather  to  January  and  Dunlap. 

'Gents:  Mr.  Oakley  requested  me  to  inform  you  that  inasmuch  as 
Mr.  McConnel  and  yourselves  have  arranged  the  first  draft  drawn  by 
Godfrey,  Lowrie  and  Small  on  account  of  charges  on  railroad  iron,  it  was 
expedient  that  the  second  one  which  was  presented  here  through  Mr. 
Duncan  should  be  arranged  in  the  same  way,  as  it  would  give  }0U  an 
opportunity  of  saving  the  commission  for  advancing,  which  was  charged 
at  five  per  cent,  on  the  first  lot. 

THOS.  MATHER." 

We  then  concluded,  from  the  letter  written  by  Col.  Mather,  that  Mr. 
McConnel  was  the  proper  person  to  arrange  the  draft  and  bills  of  lading, 
and  refund  us  the  money  and  charge  the  same  to  us  to  be  accounted  for 
by  us  on  a  settlement  for  the  iron.  McConnel  did  pay  us  the  money  for 
the  draft  and  bills  of  lading,  and  we  gave  him  a  receipt  for  the  same.  As 
to  the  shipment  of  the  iron  to  Naples,  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Oakley 
that  he  was  to  blame  in  shipping  the  iron  to  Naples,  and  not  McConnel, 
as  he  (Oakley)  had  misconstrued  his  (McConnel's)  letter  of  instructions, 
and  found  upon  examination  that  it  related  only  to  the  shipping  of  the 
locomotive  and  cars  to  Naples,  and  not  the  iron.  Said  Dunlap,  being 
further  interrogated,  makes  the  following  statement:  That  he  knows 
that  James  E.  and  Daniel  Waldo  have  been  very  desirous  of  having  the 
railroad  located  at  the  upper  end  of  the  town  in  Meredosia,  where  the 
greater  part  of  their  property  is  situated,  and  where  Gov.  Duncan  has  a 
ferry;  said  road  has  not  been  located  there,  but  has  been  located  at  about 
the  centre  of  the  town.  Since  said  final  location,  the  Waldos  have  ex- 
pressed a  great  deal  of  ill  will  towards  McConnel.  Said  Dunlap,  being 
further  interrogated,  makes  the  following  statement:  That  he  knew  that 
Mr.  McConnel,  sometime  in  the  year  1837,  purchased  of  Gov.  Duncan 
and  T.  Stevenson  some  lots  fronting  said  McConnel's  residence  on  the 
north  side  of  Jacksonville,  but  he  positively  knows  that  none  of  said  pro- 
perty is  situated  upon  the  immediate  line  of  the  railroad  as  located  and 
put  under  contract.  Said  Dunlap  further  says  that  he  has  heard  the 
charges  against  McConnel  read,  and  that  he  has  examined  them,  and  he 
now  says  that  he  does  not  recollect  any  thing  more  in  relation  to  any  of 
them  that  he  has  not  heretofore  stated. 

JAMES  DUNLAP. 
Sworn  to  this  eighteenth  day  of  January,  1839,  before  us  at  the  office 
of  Geo.  Rearick. 

GEO.  REARICK,     J.  P.      [l.  s.1 
JAS.  BERDAN,        /,  P.     [l.  s.] 
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State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County. 

Personally  came  William  Pollock  before  me,  the  undersigned,  an  act- 
ing justice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  and  after  being  duly 
sworn,  deposeth  and  says  that  he  has,  since  the  spring  of  1837,  been 
engaged  as  senior  assistant  engineer  under  the  direction  of  M.  McCon- 
nei,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works;  that,  in  the  summer  of 
1837,  he  was  engaged  in  surveying  and  locating  the  Northern  Cross  rail- 
road between  Meredosia  and  Jacksonville;  that,  during  said  employment, 
the  only  direction  he  ever  received  from  Mr.  McConnel,  or  any  other 
person,  in  relation  to  his  duty,  was  to  survey  all  the  plausible  routes,  and 
to  select  the  best;  and  in  surveying  and  locating  the  said  road,  he  rigidly 
pursued  said  Instruction.  He  most  positively  states  that  said  McConnel 
never  did  in  any  way  attempt  to  influence  him  in  the  location  of  said 
road,  either  at  Meredosia  or  Jacksonville,  or  any  other  place,  except 
according  to  the  best  interest  of  the  State;  and  that  he,  the  said  Pollock, 
never  learned  from  the  said  McConnel,  or  does  he  now  know  the  fact  to 
exist,  that  said  McConnel  now  has  or  ever  has  had  any  interest  at  Mere- 
dosia, or  at  any  other  place  on  the  line  of  said  road.  Said  Pollock  further 
states  that  he  has  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  road  is  now  located 
both  at  Jacksonville  and  Meredosia,  and  between  those  places,  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  State,  and  the  ultimate  useful  operation  of  said  road. 
Said  Pollock,  being  farther  interrogated,  says  that  he  laid  out  the  first  work 
for  the  contractors  that  was  done  on  the  line  next  to  the  river,  and  that 
said  work  was  laid  out  some  distance  from  the  river  and  from  Meredosia, 
because  it  was  uncertain  at  that  time  what  point  would  be  adopted  as 
being  the  most  suitable  for  connecting  said  road  with  the  river;  and 
that  he  never  understood  there  was  any  permanent  location  made,  except 
where  the  road  is  now  completed,  although  various  other  lines  were 
run.  The  location  of  said  road  was  made  at  Jacksonville  in  June,  1837, 
and  that  said  location,  with  very  slight  alteration,  is  still  adhered  to,  al- 
though many  lines  have  since  been  run  with  a  view  of  changing  it.  Said 
Pollock  being  asked  whether  he  knew  any  thing  about  the  Naples  and 
Jacksonville  Railroad  Company,  and  about  their  right  to  locate  and 
make  a  road  from  one  of  those  places  to  the  other  through  the  valley  of 
Wolf  run,  states  that  he  has,  since  the  location  of  the  Northern  Cross 
railroad,  heard  something  about  said  company.  But  he  does  not  now 
recollect  that  he  knew  any  thing  about  the  rights  of  said  company  at 
the  time,  and  for  some  time  after  said  road  was  located.  And  further 
the  said  Pollock  saith  not. 

WM.  POLLOCK. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  us,  by  the  said  Pollock,  at  the  office  of 
George  Rearick,  this  18th  day  of  January,  1839. 

GEO.  REARICK,  J.  P.  [l.  s.] 
JAS.  BERDAN,  /.  P.     [l.  s.] 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County. 

James  McKinney,  of  Jacksonville,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and 
says  that  he  is  recorder  of  the  county  of  Morgan,  and  State  of  Illinois, 
and  that  he  has  the  custody  of  all  the  records  of  land  titles  in  said  county. 
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Said  McKinney  further  says  he  has  thoroughly  examined  the  records 
of  his  office,  and  that  it  does  not  appear  that  Mr.  McConnel,  of  Morgan 
county, now  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,is  oreverwasthe 
owner  of  one  foot  of  land  in  Meredosia.  He  further  says  that  he  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  location  of  the  railroad  between  the  river  and  Jack- 
sonville, and  he  is  confident  that  the  record  does  not  show  that  the  said 
McConnel  now  is  or  ever  has  been  interested  in  any  lands  upon  the  line 
of  said  road.  Said  McKinney  further  says  that  he  knows  that  said  Mc- 
Connel, sometimein  the  month  of  March,  1837,  purchased  some  property 
of  Gov.  Duncan  in  Jacksonville,  and  in  the  month  of  May  following,  he 
purchased  some  lots  of  Mr.  Stevenson.  But  between  this  property  and 
the  railroad,  is  one  lot  of  50  feet,  and  one  of  70  feet,  and  a  parcel  of  land 
not  laid  out  into  lots  at  all.  Said  McKinney  further  says  that  he  is  in- 
formed that  sometime  after  the  road  was  located,  said  McConnel  pur- 
chased another  lot  called  the  Fogus  lot,  the  deed  for  which  bears  date  in 
the  following  March,  being  March.  1S38.  But  this  lot  is  not  situated 
upon  the  line  of  the  railroad,  but  between  that  and  the.  road  is  one  lot  of 
70  feet,  and  a  parcel  of  land  not  laid  out  into  lots.  Those  are  all  the 
lots  purchased  by  said  McConnel  in  Jacksonville  since  the  internal  im- 
provement law  passed,  so  far  as  the  said  McKinney  is  informed,  or  has 
heard  of.  Said  McKinney  says  that  he  believesheis  acquainted  with  the 
location  of  all  the  property  belonging  to  said  McConnel  in  Jacksonville, 
and  he  is  confident  that  none  of  said  property  is  situated  on  or  even  next 
to  property  that  is  on  the  line  of  the  railroad.  Said  McKinney,  being  in- 
terrogated, says  that  he  has  examined  the  records  in  his  office  for  a  con- 
veyance of  property  in  Meredosia,  from  Gov.  Duncan  to  James  E. 
and  Daniel  Waldo,  dated  in  1837;  and  that  said  record  shows  but  one 
conveyance  from  Duncan  to  said  Waldos  in  that  year,  and  that  the  same 
mentions  the  sum  of  $20,000,  and  is  for  property  in  Cobb  and  Ayles- 
worth's  addition  to  Meredosia,  and  bears  date  the  26th  day  of  December, 
1837,  and  not  in  March,  1837.  Said  McKinney,  being  further  interro- 
gated, says  that  he  is  acquainted  with  James  E.  and  Daniel  Waldo,  and 
with  Mr.  Austin  Brockenbrough,  and  that  he  knows  that  those  persons 
and  others  were  very  anxious  that  the  said  road  should  be  located  down 
Coon  run,  and  in  the  upper  end  of  the  town  of  Meredosia,  near  Gov. 
Duncan's  ferry,  the  mill  and  distillery  of  the  said  Waldos,  and  near  to 
the  land  of  the  said  Brockenbrough;  and  that  they  have  been  greatly 
dissatisfied  because  said  McConnel  did  not  procure  said  location  to  be  so 
made.  Said  McKinney  further  says  that  he  knows  that  the  said  Wal- 
dos used  every  means  in  their  power  to  procure  said  location  to  be 
made  to  suit  their  interest;  and  they  even  went  so  far  as  to  write  a  letter 
to  the  Commissioner,  (which  letter  said  McKinney  saw,  and  believes  it 
was  written  by  James  Waldo)  making  a  proposition  to  him  to  raise  a 
large  sum  of  money  out  of  the  State,  by  selling  the  State  some  lots,  and 
to  locate  said  road  and  the  depot  upon  the  same;  by  which  said  Mc- 
Connel was  also  to  be  greatly  benefitted;  which  is,  as  near  as  the  said 
McKinney  recollects,  the  contents  of  said  letter.  Said  McKinney  being 
interrogated  whether  he  knows  what  has  become  of  that  letter,  states 
that  he  does  not  know,  but  has  been  informed,  and  believes,  that  it  was 
lost  by  the  grand  jury  which  sat  in  Morgan  county  last  June.  Said  Mc- 
Kinney, being  interrogated  whether  he  ever  heard  Mr.  Brockenbrough 
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state  who  paid  his  expenses  while  engaged  in  prosecuting  Mr.  McCon- 
nel,  says  that  he  did  not  hear  said  Brockenbrough  state  who  paid  them, 
but  he  stated  they  were  paid,  and  they  cost  him  (said  Brockenbrough) 
nothing.  Said  McKinney,  being  asked  what  business  Mr.  Brockenbrough 
followed,  says  that  he  has  been  engaged  for  the  last  two  or  three  years 
in  land  and  town  lots.  Said  McKinney  further  says  that  he  is  informed 
and  believes  that  a  secret  combination  of  persons  exists,  who  have  agreed 
to  get  up  charges  and  prosecute  said  McConnel,  and,  if  possible,  to  get 
him  out  of  office,  but  who  the  different  members  are  of  that  secret  com- 
bination he  has  not  the  positive  information  to  state,  although  circum- 
stances within  his  knowledge  may  have  induced  a  belief  as  to  the  iden- 
tity of  the  persons  engaged.  Said  McKinney  further  says  that  he  un- 
derstood that  his  name  had  been  furnished  to  the  investigating  com- 
mittee as  a  witness  to  sustain  the  charges  presented  by  Mr.  Brocken- 
brough against  McConnel;  and  the  said  McKinney  now  says  that  he 
knows  nothing  about  the  purchase  by  McConnel  of  Waldo,  or  any  other 
person,  of  property  in  Meredosia;  nor  does  he  know  any  thing  about  an 
offer  to  let  the  building  of  a  depot  across  the  river,  or  the  location  of  the 
Naples  branch  road,  or  any  other  thing  connected  with  any  of  these 
charges,  that  he  has  not  already  hereinbefore  answered.  And  further  he 
saith  not. 

J.  McKINNEY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  us,  at  Jacksonville,  at  the  office  of 
George  Rearick,  by  the  said  James  McKinney,  this  17th  day  of  Janua- 
ry, 1839. 

GEO.  REARICK,  J.  P.  [l.  s.] 
JAS.  BERDAN,  /.  P.      [l.  s.] 


State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County,  ss. 

Personally  came  John  W.  Evans  before  us,  and  makes  oath  and  says 
that,  at  the  July  term  of  the  Morgan  county  circuit  court,  I,  John  W. 
Evans,  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  grand  jury;  that  certain  members 
of  the  jury  and  other  persons,  not  members  of  the  jury,  were  industri- 
ously engaged  in  seeking  out  evidence,  and  endeavoring  to  find  indict- 
ments against  M.  McConnel,  as  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works;  and  it  was  evident  to  me  that  a  part  of  the  jury  (whose  names 
I  could  mention  if  necessary.)  and  the  prosecuting  attorney,  aided  by 
some  other  persons,  were  determined  to  get  up  indictments  against  the 
said  McConnel  "right  or  wrong,"  as  I  stated  to  the  jury  while  in  session. 
One  of  the  persons  who  seemed  to  be  solicitous  and  anxious  in  this  mat- 
ter, was  one  James  E.  Waldo,  who  appeared  several  times  before  the 
jury  to  testify  against  the  said  McConnel.  He  there  presented  a  paper, 
signed  by  McConnel,  by  which  he  bound  himself,  or  agreed  to  take  of 
the  two  Waldos  an  interest  of  one-third,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection, 
of  some  property  that  was  to  be  purchased  by  them  of  Governor  Dun- 
can. This  paper,  I  think,  bore  date  in  January,  probably  the  first, 
1837.     But  he,  Waldo,  testified  it  was  made  a  long  time  after  that,  and 
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was  ante-dated  by  him  by  the  express  agreement  and  advice  of  McCon- 
nel,as  near  as  recollection  serves  me.  Said  Waldo  testified  to  several 
other  things  and  showed  some  disposition  of  feeling  against  McConnel, 
and  apparent  dissatisfaction  because  McConnel  had  not  located  tne  road 
either  upon  his  land,  or  in  some  way  to  suit  his  views.  And  I,  the  said 
Evans  further  say  that,  when  the  prosecuting  attorney  appeared  among 
the  grand  jury,  his  opinion  was  asked  whether  it  was  a  violation  of  law 
in  the  Commissioner  to  purchase  property  in  a  town  through  which,  or 
to  which,  railroads  were  required  by  law  to  pass,  provided  said  property 
was  not  on  the  immediate  line  of  the  road;  and  the  raid  attorney,  after 
examining  the  law,  decided,  and  so  instructed  the  jury,  that  such  an 
act  was  no  violation  of  the  law,  and  was  not  indictable.  But  the  day 
following,  the  prosecuting  attorney  appeared  and  instructed  the  jury 
that  they  were  bound  to  find  indictments  against  McConnel  for  acts 
which  he,  the  day  previous,  had  decided  were  not  in  violation  of  law. 
The  said  Evans,  being  interrogated  whether  this  was  the  regularly  elec- 
ted attorney,  says  he  was  not  the  regularly  elected  attorney,  but  I  sup- 
pose he  was  appointed  by  Governor  Duncan.  Said  Evans  further  states 
that,  at  about  the  time  of  the  said  July  term,  he  had  learned  that  the 
two  Waldos  had  been  attempting  to  bribe,  or  in  some  way  to  procure 
Mr.  McConnel  to  locate  the  road  and  the  depot  on  their  land,  and  that 
they  had  written  to  him  a  letter  making  some  such  proposition.  During 
the  session  of  the  grand  jury,  said  Evants  met  Mr.  McConnel  on  the 
public  square,  in  Jacksonville,  and  asked  him  for  the  use  of  said  letter, 
which  said  McConnel  gave  to  him.  And  the  said  Evans,  acting,  as  he 
supposed,  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  presented  said  letter  to  the  grand  jury 
as  a  charge  against  the  said  Waldos,  but  a  majority  of  said  jury  refused 
to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  it,  and  the  said  Evans  returned  said  letter 
to  Mr.  McConnel.  When  the  grand  jury  met  the  next  morning,  a  prop- 
osition was  made  to  send  for  Mr.  McConnel,  swear  him  as  a  witness,  and 
get  said  letter.  Mr.  McConnel  was  accordingly  sent  for  and  sworn,  as 
a  witness,generally.  The  letter  was  demanded  and  given  to  the  foreman, 
and  Mr.  McConnel  was  questioned  and  compelled  to  testify  upon  all  the 
charges  that  had  previously  been  presented  by  the  said  Waldo  against 
the  said  McConnel.  The  jury  found  four  indictments  against  the  said 
McConnel,  but  none  against  the  said  Waldo.  Said  letter  was  put  among 
the  other  papers  that  were  before  the  jury.  The  said  Evans  never  saw 
it  afterwards,  but  understood  that  it  was  lost,  or  taken  from  the  jury 
room.  Said  Evans  says  he  rc?.d  said  letter,  but  he  cannot  state  from 
recollection  all  its  contents;  but,  so  far  as  he  does  recollect,  it  was  a. 
proposition  from  the  Waldos  to  McConnel  to  locate  the  railroad  and 
depot  upon  their  land,  and  to  purchase  the  land  from  them  for  the  State, 
and  that  they  would  give  McConnel  property,  or  some  other  considera- 
tion, to  be  increased  in  the  same  proportion  as  the  amount  received  by 
them  from  the  State  was  mere  ised.  1  believe  the  extent  of  the  ratio  to 
which  said  Waldos,  in  their  said  letter;  increased  it,  was  §12,000.  The 
date  of  this  letter  and  the  whole  of  its  contents  are  not  precisely  recol- 
lected, but  said  Evans  thinks  it  bore  date  some  time  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  summer  of  1837;  and  the  contents  were,  in  substance,  as  near  as  I 
can  recollect,  as  stated.  The  said  Evans,  being  interrogated  as  to  the 
evidence  before  said  grand  jury,  in  relation  to  said  James  E.Waldo,  says 
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said  Waldo  had  endeavored  to  bribe  the  Commissioner  to  locate  the  rail- 
road and  depot  on  their  land,  and  to  purchase  said  land  at  a  great  price 
for  the  State,  and  had  failed  in  the  attempt.  And  it  was  further  in  proof 
before  said  jury,  as  near  as  I  recollect,  that  when  said  Waldo  had  failed 
in  his  attempt  to  bribe  the  Commissioner,  that  he  threatened  him  that, 
if  he  did  not  locate  said  depot  on  his  land,  and  purchase  the  same  for  the 
use  of  the  State,  he  would  go  before  the  grand  jury  and  he  would 
swear  enough  against  him  to  indict  him,  stating  that  he  had  been  request- 
ed to  do  so  by  certain  persons  about  Jacksonville;  but  that,  if  said  pur- 
chase and  location  could  be  made,  he  would  go  away  to  the  Black  Hawk 
[country,]  and  those  persons  should  be  disappointed.  It  was  further  in 
evidence  before  said  jury  that  said  depot  was  not  located  on  his  land, 
and  his  land  was  not  purchased  for  the  State;  and  said  Waldo  did  ap- 
pear before  said  grand  jury  and  give  such  evidence  against  the  said  Mc- 
Connel,  Commissioner,  as  to  cause  him  to  be  indicted.  And  further  the 
said  Evans  saith  net. 

J.  W.  EVANS. 

Sworn  this  19th  day  of  January,  1839,  before  us,  at  the  office  of  Geo. 
Rearick. 

GEO.  REARICK,  /.  P.        [l.  s.] 
JAS.  BERDAN,  /.  P.  [l.  s.] 

State  or  Illinois,  Morgan  County,  ss. 

Personally  came  Samuel  S.  Brooks  before  us,  the  undersigned,  two 
acting  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  and  made  oath  that 
he  has  been  engaged  for  about  eight  months  past  in  the  railroad  office 
at  Jacksonville,  and  on  the  different  lines  of  railroad  under  the  direction 
of  McConnel,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  the  first 
judicial  circuit;  and  that,  during  said  time,  he  has  been  placed  in  a  situ- 
ation to  become  well  acquainted  with,  and  to  know  much  about,  the  con- 
duct of  said  Commissioner,  and  that  he  has  read  and  examined  a  copy  of 
the  charges  preferred  against  him  by  Mr.  A.  Brockenbrough;  and  the 
said  deponent  now  says  that  he  knows  of  no  circumstance  that  leads 
him  to  believe  that  any  of  tho=e  charges  are  well  founded.  Said  Brooks, 
being  interrogated,  says  that  he  has  been  acquainted  with  said  Brocken- 
brough ever  since  the  spring  of  1834;  and  that  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years  he  has  been  engaged  in  speculating  in  land  and  town  lots,  and 
that  he  has  on  one  or  more  occasions  borrowed  money  from  the  State 
Bank,  or  one  of  its  branches,  and  from  other  sources,  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding  him,  the  said  Brockenbrough,  in  his  speculation,  as  the  said  Brooks 
has,  at  different  times,  heard  the  said  Brockenbrough  say.  During  the 
latter  part  of  said  time,  the  said  Brockenbrough  has  been  principally 
engaged,  as  deponent  believes,  in  making  turns,  and  endeavoring  to  get 
out  of  the  embarrassment  resulting  from  his  speculations;  became  pos- 
sessed of  a  farm  adjoining  or  in  the  vicinity  ofMeredosia,  and  of  some 
other  property  in  the  upper  part  of  said  town,  near  or  through  which 
property  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  must  have  passed,  if  it  had  been 
located  down  Coon  run,  so  called,  and  to  the  upper  end  of  said  town  of 
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Meredosia.  After  it  was  ascertained  that  said  road  could  not  be  loca- 
ted as  the  said  Brockenbrough  desired,  he  became  very  much  dissatisfied 
with  the  Commissioner,  and  often  stated  in  the  presence  of  this  deponent 
that  he  was  against  any  body  that  was  not  favorable  to  his  interest;  and 
that  McConnel  wanted  the  railroad  to  suit  his  interest,  but  that  the  loca- 
tion had  very  much  injured  him,  the  said  Brockenbrough,  and  that  he 
was  determined  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  break  him,  the  said 
McConnel,  down,  or  defeat  his  re-election.  Said  Brooks  further  says 
that,  at  the  July  term  of  Morgan  county  circuit  court,  in  1838,  said  Brock- 
enbrough and  James  E.  Waldo,  while  the  grand  jurj  was  in  session, 
were  in  constant  attendance  upon  the  court,  according  to  best  of  depo- 
nent's recollection  and  belief;  and  that  the  said  Waldo,  aided  by  other 
persons,  both  on  and  off  the  jury,  as  deponent  verily  believes,  was  very 
zealous  in  getting  up  charges  against  said  McConnel,  as  Commissioner, 
and  that  they  did  succeed  in  getting  up  four  indictments,  which  deponent 
was  informed,  and  believes,  were  subsequently  overruled  by  the  court. 
Said  Brooks  further  believes  that  James  E.  and  Daniel  Waldo  are  deeply 
interested  in  property  in  the  upper  part  of  Meredosia,  and  that  they  have 
been  somewhat  engaged  in  speculating  in  land  and  property  in  and 
about  said  town;  and  that  said  persons  were  apparently  very  anxious  to 
procure  or  have  the  location  of  said  railroad  and  the  depot  made  at  the 
upper  end  of  said  town  and  upon  their  property;  and,  among  other 
means  resorted  to  for  that  purpose,  and  while  it  was  yet  uncertain  where 
said  depot  would  be  located,  the  said  Waldos,  or  one  of  them,  sent  to  the 
Commissioner  a  written  proposition  (which  writing,  the  said  Brooks  says 
and  believes  was  written  by  James  E.  Waldo)  offering  a  large  conside- 
ration, in  the  character  of  a  bribe,  to  said  Commissioner  to  locate  the 
depot  upon  their  land,  and  so  continue  it  that  they  could  sell  to  the  State 
a  part  of  their  property  at  a  high  price;  the  exact  purport  of  this  wri- 
ting, this  deponent  does  npt  now  recollect,  but  believes  that  the  Commis- 
sioner was  to  have  been  benefitted  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  money 
they  could  obtain  from  the  State  for  their  property.  Said  Brooks  fur- 
ther says  that  he  is  informed  and  believes  that,  after  he  saw  this  writing, 
the  possession  thereof  was,  by  some  means  unknown  to  him,  obtained 
by  the  grand  jury,  and  was  never  afterwards  returned  to  said  McConnel, 
as  the  said  deponent  has  been  credibly  informed  and  believes.  Said 
Brooks  further  says  that,  in  all  his  intercourse  with  said  McConnel, 
(which  intercourse  has  been  continually  intimate,  and  much  of  it  unre- 
served as  to  the  interchange  of  conversation)  he  never  learned  that  the 
said  McConnel  had  any  interest  whatever  in  Meredosia,  or  near  it,  on 
the  located  line  of  said  railroad.  This  deponent  further  says  that  he  is 
acquainted  with  all  or  nearly  all  of  the  property  belonging  to  the  said 
McConnel,  in  Jacksonville,  and  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  loca- 
tion of  the  railroad  through  said  town;  and  said  deponent  has  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  that  the  said  McConnel  is  not  now,  and  never  was,  as  this 
deponent  ever  knew,  the  owner  of  any  property  in  said  town  situated 
upon  the  line  of  the  railroad,  or  adjoining  to  any  lot  that  is  upon  the 
immediate  line  of  said  road.  Said  Brooks  says,  further,  that  he  has  been 
engaged  several  months  in  procuring  the  right  of  way  for  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad  over  the  lands  of  individuals,  and  in  this  service  he  has 
traversed  the  line  of  said  road  from  the  Illinois  to  the  Sangamon  rivers, 
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and  that,  in  all  his  researches  after  the  owners  of  lands,  he  never  found 
any  whatever  belonging  to,  or  obtained  by,  said  McConnel,  or  in  which 
he  had  any  interest,  directly,  or  indirectly.  Said  Brooks,  being  asked 
where  said  railroad  is  located  at  Meredosia,  says  that  it  is  located  and 
constructed  nearly  in  the  centre  of  said  town,  as  he  believes,  and  not  upon 
the  land  of  the  Waldos  at  the  upper  end.  Said  Brooks,  being  interro- 
gated as  to  his  interest  in  Meredosia,  says  that  he  had  a  small  interest 
adjoining  the  upper  end  of  the  town,  near  to  property  belonging  to  the 
Waldos,  and  to  the  aforesaid  Brokenbrough,  but  has  [not]  now  and  never 
had  any  very  near  the  railroad.  Said  Brooks,  being  asked  whether  he 
is  [in]  the. employ  of  the  State  under  said  McConnel,  says  that  he  is  not, 
and  has  not  been  since  November  last,  and  has  no  expectation  of  being 
employed  again.  Said  Brooks,  being  interrogated,  says  that  he  is  infor- 
med and  believes  that  a  combination  of  disappointed  persons  in  and 
about  this  place  (Jacksonville)  and  Meredosia,  has  been  formed,  who, 
from  selfish  or  interested  motives,  more  than  for  any  especial  regard  for 
the  public  good  or  for  any  good  cause,  has  been  heretofore,  and  are  now, 
as  this  deponent  believes,  engaged  in  bringing  up  charges  and  prosecu- 
tions against  the  said  McConnel  for  the  evident  and  avowed  purpose  of 
depriving  him  of  the  office  of  Commissioner,  and  for  sundry  other  unwor- 
thy purposes.     And  further  deponent  saith  not. 

SAMUEL  S.  BROOKS. 

Sworn  this  18th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1839,  before  us. 

GEO.  REARICK,  /.  P.        [l.  s.] 
JAS.  BERDAN,  J.  P.  [l.  s.] 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County,  ss: 

This  day  personally  came  L.  E.  H.  Houghton  before  us,  the  under- 
signed, two  acting  justices  of  the  peace  within  and  for  said  county,  and, 
after  being  duly  sworn  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  hath  seen  and  exam- 
ined a  copy  of  the  charges  prefered  by  Austin  Brockenbrough  against  M. 
McConnel,  as  Commissioner.  He  also  sees,  from  a  catalogue  of  witnesses 
annexed  to  said  charges,  his  name  put  down  as  a  witness  against  said 
McConnel. 

Said  Houghton  now  says  that,  after  examining  those  charges,  he  has 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  his  knowledge  of  those  charges  would  not 
tend  much  to  prove  the  guilt  of  McConnel,  as  Commissioner  as  aforesaid. 
He  recollects  having  heard  a  conversation  between  said  McConnel  and 
James  E.  Waldo,  at  the  July  term  of  the  Morgan  county  circuit  court  of 
1838,  in  which  said  McConnel  expressed  some  dissatisfaction  about  the 
location  of  the  railroad  and  depot  at  Meredosia,  believing  it  would  have 
been  better  to  have  had  it  go  further  north,  and  observed  that  it  would 
not  take  much  to  have  the  same  changed,  so  that  it  would  strike  the 
river  at  or  near  the  loot  of  the  island.  And  I  also  understood  that  it 
had  been  his  intention  to  have  had  it  there  strike,  as  there  had  been 
some  surveys  and  grading  to  that  effect. 

Question:  Do  you  or  not  know  that  Messrs.  Brockenbrough  and 
Waldos  have  been  greatly  dissatisfied  about  the  location  of  the  road  at 
Meredosia,  and  that  they  wanted  it  at  the  upper  end  of  town?  State  all 
you  know  about  that. 

Answer:     They  were. 
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Question:  Have  you  not  heard  Brockenbrough  and  Waldo,  or  either  | 
of  them,  threaten  to  prosecute  and  do  all  they  can  against  said  McCon-j 
nel.  and  against  his  holding  the  office  of  Commissioner? 

Answer:  1  have  heard  Brockenbrough  say  that,  if  he  did  not  get  jus-! 
tice,  or  something  to  that  effect,  at  the  hands  of  the  Legislature,  he! 
would  prosecute  said  McConnel  at  the  next  term  of  court;  and  from  the  | 
proceeds  of  such  suit,  that  he  would  take  his  expenses  to  Vandalia  and 
pay  the  balance  of  [to]  the  internal  improvement  fund,  and  that  McCon- 
nel could  not  be  re-elected  Commissioner.  And  I  further  have  understood 
both  from  him,  the  said  Brockenbrough,  and  from  the  Waldos,  that  thcyj 
intended  to  pursue  McConnel  until  they  are  satisfied,  or  saw  some  other j 
person  in  his  place. 

Question:  Have  you  read  and  examined  the  copies  of  charges  pre- 
ferred by  Brockenbrough  against  McConnel;  if  you  have,  do  you  know] 
any  thing  more  in  relation  to  them  that  you  have  not  stated? 

Answer:     I  do  not  know  that  I  do.     And  further  saith  not. 

LIBERTY  E.  H.  HOUHGTON. 

Sworn  this  19th  day  of  January,  1S39,  before  us,  at  the  office  of  Geo.! 
Rearick. 

GEO.  REARICK,  /.  P.  [l.  s.] 
J  AS.  BERDAN,  /.  P.      [l.  s.J 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardin, 
The  committee  adjourned. 

MONDAY,  February  11,  1839,  7  o'clock. 

Committee  met. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Browning,  Hacker,  of  the  Senate;  and; 
Robinson,  Roman,  French,  Hardin,  Calhoun,  Naper,  and  Thornton,  of; 
the  House. 

Mr.  Charles. Collins,  being  duly  sworn  as  a  witness,  produced  the  fol-j 
lowing  deposition,  which  was  read  and  received  by  the  committee: 

"Charles  Collins,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  says  that  he  was  the: 
principal  owner  of  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  railroad,  and  that  he! 
knows  every  person  that  had  any  interest  in  said  road,  and  wheie  all  the, 
money  came  from  that  was  expended  on  said  road;  and  that  M.  McCon- 
nel did  not  have  one  dollar's  interest,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  said  road, 
neither  did  he  ever  pay  one  dollar  towards  the  construction  of  said 
road,  nor  did  he  receive  any  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  said 
road  to  the  State  in  any  way  whatever,  as  this  deponent  believes. 
Said  Collins  further  states  that,  at  the  time  he  made  a  verbal  contract 
with  Gov.  Duncan  to  unite  the  Naples  and  Meredosia  roads,  McCon- 
nel did  promise  to  take  stock  and  assist  in  building  the  road,  and 
thinks  McConnel  took  stock  to  the  amount  of  $2,500;  but,  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  stockholders,  a  dispute  arose  between  Gov.  Duncan,  Mc- 
Connel, T.  T.  January,  and  Mr.  Leslie,  about  the  location  of  the  road, 
which  ended  in  the  final  dissolution  of  the  contemplated  union  of  said 
Meredosia  and  Naples  Railroad  Companies;  and  that  McConnel  then 
said  that  he  would  have  nothing  more  to  do  with   either  of  the  roads, 
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and  that  we  might  manage  them  as  we  pleased,  for  he  was  out  of  the 
scrape.  He  has  been  as  good  as  his  word,  for  the  Naples  company  have 
never  received  a  dollar  from  him  from  that  day  to  this.  The  above  con- 
tract with  Gov.  Duncan  was  made  some  ten  months  previous  to  the 
time  the  Naples  company  obtained  their  charter.  Collins  further  says 
that  he  is  the  principal  proprietor  of  the  town  of  Naples,  and  knows 
nearly  all  of  the  owners  of  property  in  said  town,  and  that  he  does  not 
know  of  any  property  in  said  town  owned  or  claimed  by  McConnel,  ex- 
cept one-half  of  a  fractional  lot,  now  occupied  by  McConnel,  Ormsbee, 
and  Co.,  with  a  warehouse;  which  interest  he  acquired  in  the  fall  of  1837, 
long  after  the  location  of  the  railroad  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia. 
Said  Collins  further  says  that  he  never  has  sold  McConnel  any  property 
in  said  town,  except  a  forty  foot  lot  adjoining  the  warehouse  of  Mc- 
Connel, Ormsbee  &  Co.;  which  lot  the  said  Collins  promised  to  deed  to 
the  said  McConnel,  provided  he  would  build  a  warehouse  upon  the  same; 
but  the  warehouse  has  never  been  built,  and  the  deed  has  never  been 
made;  and  the  said  Collins  never  did  sell  or  promise  to  sell,  or  give,  or 
promise  to  give,  or  donate  to  said  McConnel  any  other  pioperty  in  said 
town  than  that  above  mentioned,  either  directly  or  indirectly;  nor  does 
he  know  of  any  other  persons  having  sold  or  donated  to  said  McConnel 
any  property  in  said  town,  or  promised  so  to  do  in  any  manner  whatever, 
neither  at  this  or  any  other  time  whatever.  And  the  said  Collins  fur- 
ther says  that  he  had  no  hand,  in  any  way  whatever,  in  locating  the 
road  down  Wolf  run,  and  that  he  did  not  know  where  the  road  would  be 
located,  until  the  same  was  done;  neither  does  he  believe  that  McConnel 
himself  knew  where  the  road  would  be  located,  for  he,  the  said  Collins, 
received  a  letter  from  said  McConnel  some  short  time  before  the  loca- 
tion of  said  road,  in  which  he  said  he  believed  the  engineers  would  locate 
the  road  down  Coon  run.  Collins  further  says  that  there  never  was  an 
understanding  or  agreement  with  McConnel  to  make  a  branch  road  to 
Naples  previous  to  the  location  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  nor  has 
there  been  any  such  understanding  since,  until  he,  as  Commissioner  of 
the  Board,  made  such  a  contract;  and  that  he  received  no  compensa- 
tion directly  or  indirectly  from  said  Collins  or  any  other  person,  as  he 
believes,  for  having  located  said  Naples  road,  and  that  he  believes  Mc- 
Connel could  not  have  had  any  more  interest  in  that  road  than  he  had 
in  the  road  to  Meredosia,  or  any  other  road  in  the  county. 

Said  Collins  further  says  that,  sometime  in  the  fall  of  1838,  McConnel 
contracted  with  him  for  a  small  light-draft  steamboat,  then  at  the  town 
of  Naples,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  the  Illinois 
river.  The  boat  was  not  in  a  condition  to  be  used,  at  the  lime  the  con- 
tract was  made,  but  the  contract  was,  that  the  boat  was  to  be  corked  and 
made  tight,  and  that  a  good  cabin  was  to  be  put  upon  said  boat,  and 
fitted  up  so  as  to  accommodate  the  engineers  and  hands,  and  that  the 
same  was  to  be  in  readiness  within  a  certain  number  of  days;  and  it  was 
agreed  that  McConnel  would  pay  over  to  said  Collins  the  sum  of 
$2,500,  provided  said  boat  was  ready  by  the  time  specified;  and  that 
after  the  repairs  were  made,  and  the  engineers  should  be  satisfied  that 
it  would  answer  the  purpose,  then,  and  in  that  case,  he  was  to  take  the 
boat  and  pay  the  money;  but  the  time  was  so  short  that  the  boat  could 
not  be  in  readiness  by  the  time  agreed  upon,   and   McConnel    said  he 
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would  not  take  the  boat  unless  it  was  ready  by  time,  because  the  season 
was  so  far  advanced  that  he  had  no  lime  to  lose,  consequently  I  found 
that  the  boat  could  not  be  ready  in  time,  and  1  stopped  the  repairs;  but 
not  one  dollar  of  the  aforesaid  sum  was  paid  to  me  on  account  of  said 
boat  by  McConnel,  because  the  boat  was  not  ready  by  the  time  agreed 
upon,  although  a  voucher  was  given  by  me  in  order  to  enable  McConnel 
to  obtain  the  money  from  the  Fund  Commissioner  so  as  to  have  the  same 
in  readiness  when  the  boat  would  be  completed. 

CHARLES  COLLINS." 

Mr.  Collins  interrogated. 

Question  1,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  country 
between  Jacksonville  and  Mcredosia?  If  so,  state  whether  you  know 
where  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  is  located;  and  is  it  located  on  the 
best  route  between  the  two  places? 

Answer:  I  am  acquainted  with  the  country,  and  think  it  is  located 
upon  the  best  route.  I  have  examined  the  country  frequently,  with  a 
view  to  find  the  best  route  for  a  railroad,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  the  road  is  located  on  the  best  and  cheapest  route,  and  in  fact  the 
only  one  which  the  road  could  be  got  through  without  a  great  expense. 

Question  2,  by  Mr.  Browning:  What  did  you  pay  for  the  steamboat 
you  agreed  to  let  Mr.  McConnel  have  for  the  use  of  the  State? 

Answer:  The  boat  was  sold  at  auction  at  St.  Louis.  It  cost  me  alto- 
gether about  $2,000.  I  know  one  bill  was  $650.  I  gave  $1,200  in  the 
first  place,  and  paid  the  foundry  I  think,  $650  for  what  they  did.  I  did 
not  buy  the  boat  at  first  myself,  nor  was  I  present  when  it  was  sold. 

Question  3,  by  Mr.  Browning:  What  became  of  the  boat  after  Mr. 
McConnel  declined  taking  it;  and  was  it  ever  used  any  more,  or  ever  (it 
for  service  afterwards? 

\  Answer:  I  found  the  boat  could  not  be  got  in  readiness  by  the  time 
agreed  upon  with  Mr.  McConnel,  and  concluded  to  wait  until  the  river 
arose — it  required  about  a  foot's  rise  in  the  river,  before  the  boat  could 
be  got  off  without  considerable  expense;  as  soon  as  the  water  arose  so 
as  to  float  the  boat,  Captain  McCourtenay  commenced  using  it  on  the 
ferry  as  usual.  I  only  know  this  by  information,  and  he,  Captain  Mc- 
Courtenay, informed  me  that  somebody  knocked  holes  in  the  boat  and 
sunk  it.  The  boat  is  still  in  the  bottom  of  the  river — the  engine  is  ta- 
ken off  and  put  into  a  steam-mill,  I  suppose. 

Question  4,  by  Mr.  Browning:  At  the  time  you  receipted  to  Mr.  Mc- 
Connel for  $2,500  on  account  of  the  steamboac,  did  he  give  you  a  check 
for  the  money? 

-  Answer:  He  did  not;  he  refused  to  pay  a  dollar  on  the  boat  until  the 
engineer  approved  of  it.  He  had  his  doubts  whether  the  boat  would 
answer  the  purpose.  I  assured  him  it  would  answer  the  purpose,  for  it 
was  good  and  sound.  He  said  that  if  I  had  a  mind  to  go  on  and  fix  the 
boat,  put  a  cabin  on  it,  and  it  answered  the  purpose,  and  if  the  engineers 
approved  of  it,  he  would  take  it. 

Question  5,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Did  he  give  you  any  writing  to  show 
that  the  money  was  not  actually  paid? 

Answer:  He  gave  me  some  writing  that  I  left  with  Mr.  Leslie,  as  I 
was  going  down  the  river,  but  I  do  not  recollect  precisely  what  it  was; 
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I  think  it  was  a  receipt  for  the  voucher,  and  stated  in  it,  that  if  I 
would  fix  the  boat  in  such  a  way,  the  money  would  be  paid  over. 

Question  6,  by  Mr.  Browning:  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Leslie  ever 
received  any  money  on  that  receipt,  or  on  account  of  the  steamboat? 

Answer:  I  cannot  know  any  thing  of  that  matter,  further  than  that 
Mr.  Leslie  told  me  had  received  nothing.  And  I  fully  believe  that  he 
did  not. 

Question  7,  by  Mr.  McConnel:  If  the  boat  had  been  put  in  repair  as 
agreed  upon,  would  it  have  been  worth  $2,500,  and  would  it  have  been 
suited  to  the  services  for  which  it  was  intended? 

Answer:  It  would  have  cost  me  all  of  that,  and  I  believe  it  would  have 
been  worth  it;  and  I  believe  it  would  have  been  a  suitable  boat  for  the 
purpose  for  which  he  wanted  it. 

Question  8,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Did  Mr.  McConnel  ever  own  any  inter- 
est together  with  yourself  and  others  in  the  Morgan  city  tract  of  land, 
at  the  time  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  was  located?  If  so,  state  what 
was  the  number  of  acres  in  said  tract,  and  what  Mr.  McConnel's  interest 
in  the  same. 

Answer:  The  quantity  of  what  is  called  the  Morgan  city  tract  of  land 
contains  four  or  five  thousand  acres.  Mr.  McConnel  owned  one-eighth 
of  the  whole  tract.  He  become  the  owner  of  it,  I  think,  in  July  or  Au- 
gust, 1836.  I  beheve  he  did  own  it  at  the  time  and  before  the  location 
of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  and  before  he  was  Commissioner. 

Question  9,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Did  you  ever  tell  Mr.  McConnel  after  he 
was  elected  Commissioner,  that,  on  account  of  your  interest  in  the  Na- 
ples and  Jacksonville  railroad,  you  intended  to  claim  damages  from  the 
State  for  locating  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  down  Wolf  run,  unless 
a  lateral  branch  was  made  to  Naples?  If  so,  state  when  you  first  gave 
him  that  information. 

Answer:  I  always  intended  if  the  State  did  not  make  a  road  there,  I 
should  do  it  myself.  I  dont  recollect  having  a  conversation  with  Mr. 
McConnel,  until  last  fall  or  summer.  I  had  some  conversation  with 
Mr.  Leslie,  but  not  with  Mr.  McConnel,  I  think,  before  that  time. 

Mr.  McConnel  submitted  the  deposition  of  H.  W.  Van  Syckel,  which 
was  read  and  received  by  the  committee. 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County: 

Personally  came  Holloway  W.  Van  Syckel  before  us,  the  undersigned, 
acting  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  said  county,  and,  after  being  duly 
sworn,  deposeth  and  says  that  he  was  at  Naples,  in  Morgan  county,  when 
the  first  shipment  of  railroad  iron  landed  at  Naples,  on  the  Illinois  river; 
and  that  he  knows  said  iron  was  shipped  to  Naples,  and  was  consigned  to 
the  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.  of  that  place;  that,  when  the 
iron  arrived,  the  partners  of  the  house,  then  present  at  Naples,  told  the 
captain  of  the  boat  that  they  knew  that  said  iron  was  intended  to  be 
landed  at  Meredosia  by  «aid  McConnel,  and  not  at  Naples;  and  said 
partner  then  requested  said  captain  to  take  it  to  Meredosia  and  not  land 
at  Naples.  The  captain  objected,  saying  that  he  was  consigned  and  in- 
sured to  Naples,  and  had  agreed  upon  the  amount  of  freight  to  Naples; 
|  and  that  he  would  not  run  the  risk  to  go  further  up  the  river.  Upon  this 
i  the  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.,  agreed  to  run  all  risks,  and  to 
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pay  all  additional  charges,  if  the  iron  could  be  landed  at  Meredosia:  and 
thus  they  procured  the  iron  to  be  landed  at  Meredosia;  at  which  place 
one  of  the  partners  went  and  received  said  iron,  and  paid  all  freight  and 
charges,  and  took  more  trouble  and  risk  upon  themselves  than  they  would 
have  done,  but  for  the  fact  that  McConnel  was  the  Commissioner,  and 
they  supposed  the  State  was  interested.  For  all  this  trouble  they 
charged  only  the  common  commission,  and  nothing  for  extia  freight  and 
risking  said  iron  from  Naples  to  Meredosia,  and  for  all  other  extra  trou- 
ble they  had  with  it.  Mr.  McConnel  was  not  present  when  said  iron 
arrived,  and,  as  this  deponent  believes,  did  not  know  of  its  arrival.  After 
this  iron  arrived  and  was  landed  at  Meredosia,  an  order  was  presented 
from  Mr.  McConnel,  as  Commissioner,  to  said  house,  to  deliver  over  any 
other  iron  that  might  arrive  to  Messrs.  January  &  Dunlap,  railroad  con- 
tractors: consequently,  when  the  next  shipment  came,  which  was  in  a 
few  days,  the  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.  refused  to  have  any 
thing  to  do  with  it;  and  after  some  difficulty,  the  captain  of  the  boat  was 
prevailed  upon  to  go  on  to  Meredosia,  and  land  the  iron  there.  Said  de- 
ponent further  says  that  this  iron  was  not  landed  at  Naples  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Connel, as  he  is  informed  and  believes,  as  he,  said  McConnel,  had  always 
before  that  informed  said  deponent  that  said  iron  was  ordered  to  New 
Orleans,  subject  to  his  order  there:  and  he  had  always  refused  up  to  that 
time,  though  often  solicited,  to  give  the  said  house  the  forwarding  of  said 
iron;  and  so  soon  as  he  was  informed  that  more  iron  was  to  arrive,  he 
ordered  it  to  be  landed  at  Meredosia,  and  directed  that  said  house  should 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  it,  as  it  was  a  matter  of  the  contractors 
alone,  and  they  were  disposed  to  find  fault  if  any  others  but  themselves 
were  permitted  to  derive  any  benefit.  After  said  iron  was  landed  and 
all  charges  paid,  the  captain  said  he  had  a  draft  from  the  house  of  Messrs. 
Godfrey,  Lowrie  &,  Small,  for  a  part  of  those  charges,  upon  the  State 
Bank  of  Illinois;  which  draft  was  drawn  because  said  house  at  New  Or- 
leans supposed  probably  that  the  house  on  the  river  would  not  be  pre- 
pared to  advance,  at  a  moment's  warning,  so  large  a  sum,  and  in  that  event 
the  captain  could  raise  a  part  of  the  money  by  selling  or  cashing  his 
draft,  but  it  was  only  intended  to  be  used  in  that  event.  The  charges 
in  the  bill  of  lading  could  not  be  immediately  paid;  and,  as  those  charges 
had  now  been  paid,  he  supposed  there  was  no  further  use  for  the  draft. 
The  said  Van  Syckcl  says  that  the  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co. 
did  not  purchase  said  draft,  nor  did  they  ever  own  it,  neither  did  they 
have  any  use  for  it;  neither  did  they  ever  advance  any  thing  upon  it,  or 
charge  any  commission  for  advance  made  upon  it;  neither  did  [they] 
know  of  its  existence,  until  all  charges  were  paid  on  the  railroad  iron, 
neither  did  they  ever  refuse  to  deliver  over  any  railroad  iron  to  Messrs. 
January  Sl  Dunlap,  upon  Mr.  McConnel's  order. 

Said  Van  Syckel,  being  interrogated  whether  he  was  acquainted  with 
Daniel  Waldo,  Esq. — whether  he  had  any  conversation  with  him  recently 
about  those  charges  against  Mr.  McConnel,  says  that  he  is  acquainted 
with  said  Waldo,  but  he  has  had  no  conversation  about  said  matter;  buY 
says  that  when  said  Waldo  and  Brockenbrough  were  on  their  way  to 
Vandalia,  a  few  days  since,  he  saw  Daniel  Waldo  in  Jacksonville;  and 
some  persons  present  asked  him  if  he  was  going  down  to  Vandalia  to  try 
to  get  McConnel  out  of  office,  and  if  they  were  prepared  with  proof 
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enough  to  do  it.  Waldo  said  he  was  a  witness  against  him  and  would 
swear  any  thing  to  get  him  out,  but  he  did  not  know  what  it  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  prove  uutil  he  got  down  there;  but  at  any  rate  he  would  swear 
any  thing  to  get  him  out  of  office.  Some  person  present  said,  "then  you 
are  going  to  give  him  thunder;"  and  Waldo  replied  they  were,  if  they 
could  only  find  out  how  to  do  it.  And  said  Van  Syckel,  being  no  further 
interrogated,  saith  nothing. 

HOLLOWAY  W.  VAN  SYCKEL. 

Sworn  this  19th  day  of  January,  1839,  before  us,  at  the  office  of  Geo. 
Rearick. 

GEO.  REARICK,  J.  P.       fL.  s.l 
JAS.  BERDAN,  /.  P.  [L.  s.j 

Mr.  Roman  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted: 
Resolved,  That  the  committee  will,  on  to-morrow  evening,  proceed  to 
investigate  the  charges  preferred  by  John  Murray  against  Mr.  William 
Kinney,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  the  second  ju- 
dicial circuit;  and  that  subpoenas  be  issued  for  John  Murray,  Edward 

Smith, — Terrell,  (engineer,)  William  Moore,  and  John  Thomas, jr.: 

and  that  said  Commissioner  be  informed  thereof,  and  furnished  a  copy  of 
the  charges. 

The  committee  then  adjourned. 

TUESDAY,  February  12,  1839,  7  o'clock. 

Committee  met. 

Present,  Messrs.  Hacker,  of  the  Senate;  Hardin,  Roman,  French,  and 
Robinson,  of  the  House.  Not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  committee 
adjourned  until  to-morrow  evening  at  seven  o'clock. 


A  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  held,  by  special  call,  at  the  Fund  Com- 
missioners'' office  on  the  15th  January,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  books 
and  papers,  &;c. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gate  wood,  Browning,  Richardson,  Thornton,  Hardin 
and  Naper. 

Memoranda  relative  to  the  $200,000  distributive  fund. 

1.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  M.  McConnel  to  Thomas  Mather,  Fund  Com- 

missioner,  dated  January  18,  1838. 

"It  is  certain  that  none  of  the  railroads  in  this  (first  judicial)  circuit 
will  pass  through  the  county  of  Greene  or  the  county  of  Cass." 

2.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Wm.  Kinney  to  Col.  T.  Mather,  dated  Jan- 

uary 27,  1838. 

•'Those  counties,  through  which  it  is  equally  certain  that  none*  will 
pass,  are  Randolph,  Monroe,  and  Bond." 

*  No  railroad. 
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3.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  J.  Wright  to  Thomas  Mather,   Fund  Com- 

missioner, dated  January  24,  1838. 

•'The  counties,  through  which  it  is  certain  that  no  railroad  or  canal 
(projected  by  the  present  internal  improvement  act)  will  pass,  are 
Knox,  Warren,  and  Calhoun." 

4.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Elijah  Willard  to  Thomas  Mather,  Fund 

Commissioner,  dated  February  8,  1838. 

"It  is  certain  that  no  roailroad  or  canal  will  pass  through  the  counties 
of  Johnson,  Pope,  or  Hamilton.  It  is  uncertain  whether  a  railroad  will 
pass  through  the  county  of  Jefferson." 

The  circular  issued  by  the  Fund  Commissioners  was  not  replied  to  by 
Mr.  Alexander,  as  to  thecounties  of  White,  Crawford,  Lawrence,  Clark, 
and  Jasper.  He  has  certified,  as  to  the  county  of  Clay,  that  no  railroad 
or  canal  was  located  through  said  county. 

Where  answers  were  not  given  to  the  circulars  of  the  Commissioners, 
they  arrived  at  the  conclusion  from  the  map  and  the  law. 

They  distributed  ,$144,700  according  to  the  census  of  1835,  and  re- 
served the  balance  lor  contingencies  and  uncertain  counties. 

They  paid  out  the  sums  to  the  order  of  the  county  commissioners' 
court  of  each  county,  made  in  session,  and  receipted  for  by  the  agent  ap- 
pointed by  the  court. 

Arrangment  with  the  banks  in  relation  U  interest  on  deposites. 

"Both  banks  are,  by  arrangments  with  the  Fund  Commissioners,  subject 
to  discontinuance  by  either  party,  and  at  any  time.  They  have  agreed 
to  pay  six  per  cent,  on  the  money  deposited  with  them,  above  a  certain; 
sum.  The  permanent  deposite  (free  of  interest)  in  the  State  Bank  is 
$30,000,  and  that  in  the  Bank  of  Illinois  is  $15,000." 

Construction  of  the  twenty-fourth  section  of  the  "Act  to  establish  and  maintain 
a  general  system  of  internal  improvement"  by  the  Fund  Commissioners. 

"The  Commissioners  have  construed  the  proviso  of  the  twenty-fourth 
section  of  the  act  to  mean,  'bv  large  amounts,'  sums  under  $20,000, 
and  not  less  than  $1,000." 

Committee  then  adjourned. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  committee  held  at  the  Fund  Commissioners'  office, 
Thursday  January  17,  1839: 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Browning,  Thornton,  Hardin,  and  Ro4- 
ineon. 

Proposed  amendment  of  the  law. 

"The  Fund  Commissioners  shall, give  no  credit  to  any.  Commissioner 
for  any  expenditure,  unless  the  vaucher, shall  specify  the  precise  work 
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on  which  the  expenditure  is  made,  and  show  that  the  money  has  been 
actually  applied." 

Committee  called  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Boird  of  Fund  Commis- 
sioners for  copies  of  all  abstracts  of  vouchers  filed  in  his  office  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Committee  then  adjourned. 

WEDNESDAY,  February  13,  1839,  7  o'clock. 

Committee  met. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Browning,  and  Hacker,  of  the  Senate;and 
Messrs.  Roman,  Robinson,  Hardin,  French,  and  Thornton,  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Hacker  moved  the  further  investigation  be  dispensed  with,  which 
was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gatewood, 

The  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  an  investigation  determined  upon: 
thereupon  a  subpoena  was  issued  for  Hon.  John  Murray,  who  appeared 
md  introduced  before  the  committee  the  following  additional  charges 
igainst  Gov.  Wm.  Kinney. 

Charge  First.— Changing  the  location  of  the  Great  Western  mail 
oute  between  Belleville  and  Lebanon,  and  particularly  at  that  poin* 
vhere  it  enters  the  town  of  Belleville,  at  an  expense  of  $1,000,  or  there- 
bouts,  in  the  distance  of  half  a  mile. 

Charge  Second.— And  the  $1,000  made  up  bv  individuals  interested 
i  the  change  of  the  road,  instead  of  the  appropriation  being  expended 
impartially,  by  observing  a  just  economy  towards  the  State  and  indi- 
idual  rights. 

I  prefer  the  above  charges  against  the  acting  Commissioner  of  the  se- 
ond  judicial  circuit  for  the  following  reasons. 

JOHN  MURRAY. 

Gov.  Kinney  presented  a  list  of  names  of  individuals  whom  he  re- 
uested  to  be  subpoenaed  as  witnesses. 
Committee  then  adjourned  until  to-morrow  evening,  at  7  o'clock. 

THURSDAY,  February  14,  1839. 

Committee  met  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  charges  preferred 
gainst  Wm.  Kinney. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Browning,  Hacker,  and  Richardson,  of 
fe  Senate:  and  Roman,  Thornton,  and  Hardin,  of  the  House. 
j  A  communication  was  read  from  A.  Brocket) brough,  requesting  the 
ipivilege  of  having  T.  T.  January  examined  as  a  witness  against  M. 
fcConnel,  which  was  granted;  and  the  communication  was  ordered  to 
b  filed. 

It  was  ordered  by  the  committee  that  Mr.  January  produce  his  testim- 
ony in  writing. 

Mr.  Thornton  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  carried: 
[Resolved,    That  this  committee  will  examine  any  witnesses  in  the  c*ae 
[  Murray  McConnel  which  may  be  desired  by  any  citizen,  and  that  the 
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said  M.  McConnel  be  allowed  reasonable  time  to  introduce  counter  evi- 
dence if  he  deem  it  necessary  for  his  defence." 

A  communication  from  Wm.  Kinney  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

Mr.  Browning  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Whereas  Wm.  Kinney,  Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  has  requested 
subpoenas  to  be  issued  for  over  40  witnesses  to  appear  before  the  Com- 
mittee to  give  evidence,  on  his  behalf,  upon  the  investigation  of  charges 
preferred  against  him  by  John  Murray,  Esq.;  and  whereas  many  of 
those  witnesses  reside  at  a  distance  from  Vandalia,  and  could  not  be  had 
here  in  less  than  a  week  or  10  days;  and  whereas  it  would  not  be  pro- 
per to  go  into  the  investigation  without  affording  to  all  parties  ample 
opportunities  of  being  heard;  and  whereas  the  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture is  now  near  its  close,  and  the  members  of  this  committee  are  worn 
out  and  exhausted  in  discharging  the  duties  that  have  been  assigned 
them,  the  committee  having  now  been  in  session  a  month  and  :i  half: 
Therefore,  .  . 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  for  the  committee  at  this  time  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  investigation  of  the  charges  preferred  by  the  said  John 
Murray  against  Wm.  Kinney.  '       . 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  called.  Those  who  voted  for  the  passage  oi 
the  resolution,  were  Messrs.  Gatewood  and  Browning— 2. 

Those  who  voted  against  it,  were  Messrs.  Hacker,  Richardson,  Ro- 
man, Thornton,  and  Hardin— 5. 

The  resolution  being  lost,  the  committee  proceeded  to  the  mvestiga- 

John  Murray,  Esq.,  John  Thomas,  and  Wm.  Moore,  were  sworn  as 
witnesses. 

The  charges  preferred  against  Mr.  Wm.  Kinney  being  read  to  John 
Murray,  he  was  interrogated  as  follows: 

Question  by  Mr.  Gatewood:  State  what  you  know  in  relation  to  these 
changes  which  you  speak  of  in  your  charges  against  Wm.  Kinney. 

Answer:  I  know  those  changes  were  made  from  High  street  to  Illi 
nois  street,  in  the  town  of  Belleville.  High  street  was  the  street  througr. 
which  the  mail  always  pnssed,  until  this  alteration  was  made.  I  alsc 
know  that  the  road  was  altered  from  the  original  tract,  from  between 
Kinney  and  Whiteside's  plantations  to  the  widow  Adam's  plantation: 
and  that  it  was  also  altered  fiorn  Silver  creek  towards  Belleville,  a  milc 
or  a  mile  and  a  half,  more  or  less. 

Question  2,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  change* 
you  speak  of  will  cost  more  to  construct  the  same  than  the  old  line  o: 
location? 

Answer:  I  believe  they  did.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  the  change  a 
Belleville  cost  considerably  more. 

Question  3,  by  Mr.  Hacker:  You  say  that  Mr.  Gilpin  had  surveyed  an 
other  route  than  that  improved  by  Gov.  Kinr.ey.  Please  state  when  thi 
survey  was,  and  under  what  authority  he  made  such  survey. 

Answer:  The  survey  was  made  some  time  in  the  spring  of  1837, 
think  or  early  part  of  the  summer,  by  the  authority  (I  understood)  of  th« 
Commissioners  of  the  Public  Works. 

Question  4,  by  Mr.  Hacker:  You  say  that  the  survey  was  made  unde 
the  authority  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Works.  Do  you  knov 
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that  the  route  you  speak  of  was  not  a  mere  random  route;  or  was  it  a 
location? 

Answer:  I  understood  a  location.  It  was  staked  down  and  number- 
ed, and  not  changed  until  a  year  afterwards — not  changed  until  last 
spring.  Col.  Thomas  can  perhaps  answer  the  question  more  correctly 
than  myself. 

Question  5,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  In  taking  the  Great  Western  mail  route 
from  High  street,  in  Belleville,  to  Illinois  street,  have  not  the  citizens  of 
Belleville,  as  an  entire  community,  been  benefitted  by  the  change?  Has 
not  the  road  been  shortened?  Has  the  interest  of  the  State  been  im- 
paired by  the  change;  and  has  the  Commissioner  of  that  district  de- 
rived more  advantages  from  the  change  than  the  great  body  of  his  neigh- 
bors? 

Answer:  They  have — because  they  have  two  roads  to  travel  on  in- 
stead of  one;  but  if  they  had  but  this  new  road  without  the  other,  they 
would  have  been  no  better  off.  The  road  has  been  shortened  (I  under- 
stood) 16  or  18  links  of  a  chain.  If  the  State  pays  for  the  road,  it  has 
been  injured  or  impaired  by  the  extra  expense.  The  change  places  the 
road  nearer  to  his  property  in  Main  street,  and  excludes  the  business 
part  of  town. 

Question  6,  by  Mr.  Thornton:  In  your  statement  touching  the  changes 
in  the  Great  Western  mail  route,  you  say  that  a  change  was  made  near 
the  Commissioner's  own  house.  I  wish  to  know  whether  you  wish  to  im- 
ply that  this  particular  change  was  made  with  a  view  to  the  Commis- 
sioner's private  interests,  at  a  sacrifice  of  that  of  the  State. 

Answer:     I  am  not  able  to  say. 

Question  7,  by  Gov.  Kinney:  Do  you  say  that  Gen.  Moore  told  you 
that  one  of  the  persons  in  Belleville,  wTho  had  subscribed  $100  to  aid  in 
improving  the  road  in  the  manner  that  I  brought  it  into  Belleville,  had 
paid  the  $100  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  said  road? 

Answer:     I  never  made  such  a  statement". 

Question  8,  by  Gov.  Kinney:  Were  you  not  employed  by  me  as  a 
superintendent  on  the  road  from  Illinois  town  to  Belleville,  and  further 
on  east;  and  were  there  not  changes  on  that  part  of  said  road,  from  the 
old  travelled  ro  ite ;  and  did  you  not  tell  me  you  approved  of  such  changes, 
especially  the  one  made  at  the  bluffs? 

Answer:  Yes,  I  was  employed  by  him  as  superintendent  on  the  road 
from  Illinois  town  to  Belleville;  and  there  were  changes  made  on  that 
part  of  the  road  from  the  old  route,  and  said  changes  caused  a  good  deal 
of  fuss.     I  have  no  recollection  of  saying  I  approved  of  such  changes. 

Question  9.  by  Mr.  Thornton:  Did  you  ever  express  your  disapproba- 
tion of  changes  during  the  time  you  were  in  the  employ  of  the  State? 

Answer:  1  expressed  my  opinion  of  the  law,  that  he  had  not  the 
power  to  do  it. 

Question  10,  by  Mr.  Gatewood:  How  much  money  did  you  receive  for 
your  services? 

Answer:  I  received  $150,  at  the  rate  of  $60  per  month,  finding  my- 
self and  horse;  and  part  of  the  time  I  threw  in  without  any  charge. 

Question  U,  by  Mr.Gatcwood:  How  far  were  you  called  from  home  at 
any  time? 
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Answer:  I  live  in  Belleville.  It  is  30  or  more  miles  from  Bellevillt 
to  Beaver  creeks  but  usually  the  business  was  between  Belleville  and 
Illinois  town. 

Question  12,  by  Gov.  Kinney:  Do  you  believe  the  road,  in  the  man- 
ner and  way  in  which  it  is  taken  into  Belleville,  was  not  a  benefit  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view  to  the  citizens  of  Belleville  in  the  aggregate, 
and  to  those  citizens  in  the  north  and  east  of  its  vicinity? 

Answer:  I  do  not.  It  is  to  Ralph's  addition,  and  Flanagan  and 
Craft's  addicion,and  I  have  no  doubt  has  increased  the  value  of  proper 
ty  in  these  additions  considerably. 

Question  13,  by  Gov.  Kinney:  How  far  does  High  street  extend,  ac 
cording- to  the  town  plat  of  Belleville,  east  or  northeast  of  your  house? 

Answer:  It  extends  to  the  corner  of  one  of  my  lots,  and  then  con- 
tinues along  Ralph's  addition  in  the  original  town  plat. 

Question  14,  by  Gov.  Kinney :  Does  not  the  Commissioner  own  on  High 
street  a  lot  or  part  of  a  lot,  on  which  is  a  brick  house  forty  feet  in  length, 
much  nearer  the  pub'ie  square  than  yours;  and  does  he- not  own  on  the 
same  street  further  on  a  two  story  stone  house,  with  five  or  six  acres  of 
ground? 

Answer:  Yes,  but  the  improvement  does  not  extend,  under  the  pio- 
vision  of  the  law,  by  his  property;  the  road  always  turned  Thomas's 
corner  on  Main  street,  and  did  not   go  on  past  Kinney's  property. 

Question  15:  Does  the  Commissioner  own  any  property  adjacent  to 
the  road  as  now  located,  which  would  not  have  been  upon  the  road  if 
the  old  location  had  remained? 

Answer:  He  does  not — but  the  present  location  cuts  off  the  improve- 
ment that  a  great  deal  of  property  would  have  had  on  the  original  route, 
and  places  it  nearer  his  property. 

Question  16,  by  Mr.  Kinney:  You  speak  of  going  to  Beaver  creek, 
thirty  miles  east  or  northeast,  as  superintendent,  &c,  and  of  receiving 
sixty  dollars  per  month  for  your  services.  How  many  times  did  you  go 
to  Beaver  creek,  and  how  many  days  do  you  believe  you  were  actually 
engaged  in  the  performance  of  your  duties  when  in  the  service  ot  the 
State  ? 

Answer:  I  went  to  Beaver  creek  once.  It  was  a  detached  part  of  the 
work;  the  balance  of  the  time  was  employed  in  superintending,  between 
Belleville  and  Illinois  town,  as  near  as  1  can  recollect,  the  time  for 
which  I  received  wages  at  the  rate  of  sixty  dollars  per  month. 

Question  17,  by  Mr.  Kinney:  You  speak  of  the  road  being  changed 
so  as  to  go  near  my  house.  Do  you  know  whether  I  was  in  the  habit  of 
keeping  ^public  house? 

Answer:  He  did  not  keep  a  tavern,  although  he  accommodated  per- 
sons and  charged  them  nothing  for  it. 

Question  IS,  by  Mr.  Hardin:  You  say  that  you  do  not  wish  to  impugn 
the  motives  of  Gov.  Kinney.  Will  you  please  state  to  the  committee  your 
object  in  submitting  the  charges  against  the  Governor,  Is  it  to  make  him 
account  to  the  State  for  any  loss  that  you  may  suppose  the  State  has  sus- 
tained; or  is  it  that  you  expect  to  recover  any  damages  for  injuries  or 
supposed  injuries  to  any  individual  or  individuals;  or  is  it  with  a  view  to 
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call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  matter,  with  a  view  to  any 
modification  of  the  law  alluded  to? 

Answer:  My  object  was  to  know  whether  he  had  violated  the  law 
in  altering  the  location,  and  whether  the  State  was  not  injured  by  the 
additional  expense  of  said  alteration,  and  whether  he  had  a  right,  as  a 
public  officer,  to  receive  from  any  individual  or  individuals  a  sum  of 
money  sufficient  to  make  up  the  difference  between  the  two>  roads.  The 
individuals  do  not  expect  to  recover  any  damages,  although  it  has  cost 
them  $700,  (more  or  less)  tlmt  I  know  cf,  to  improve  the  street  and  road 
or  route  to  the  connection,  although  but  justice  that  they  ought  to  be 
left  in  the  same  situation  in  the  keeping  the  road  as  when  the  Commis- 
sioner removed  it;  and  also  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the 
matter,  with  a  view  to  let  the  checks  and  barriers  be  placed  for  a  proper 
construction  of  the  law. 

Question  19,  by  Mr.  Gatewood:  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  money 
received  for  the  change  was  for  reimbursement  of  the  State  in  the  ad- 
ditional cost,  or  was  it  for  the  private  use  of  the  Commissioner? 

Answer:  That  I  do  not  believe  it  was  for  the  private  use  of  the  Com- 
missioner, but  that  it  was  for  the  private  interest  of  those  individuals  who 
paid  the  money. 

After  reading  a  communication  from  A.  Brockenbrough,  and  the  pas- 
sage of  a  resolution  relative  to  the  case  of  M.  McConnel,  (which  will  be 
found  recorded  on  the  99th  page.) 

The  committee  then  adjourned. 

FRIDAY,  February  15,  1839,  7  o'clock. 

Committee  met. 

Present:  Messrs.  Browning,  Hacker,  and  Richardson,  of  the  Senate; 
and  Mr.  Thornton  of  the  House. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Gov.  Kinney. 

Not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  committee  adjourned  until  to-mor- 
row. 

SATURDAY,  February  16,  1839. 

Committee  met. 
Present;  Messrs.  Browning  and  Hacker,  of  the  Senate;  and  Roman  and 
Hardin,  of  the  House, 

A  communication  from  Gov.  Kinney,  directed  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
committee,  was  received. 

Mr.  McConnel  appeared,  and  left  a  printed  document,  entitled  "M.. 
McConnel's  defence  before  the  committee  of  investigation." 

There  not  being  a  quorum  present,  the  committee  adjourned  until 
Monday  evening  at  64  o'clock. 

MONDAY,  February  18,  1839. 

Committee  met. 

Present:  Messrs.  Gatewood,  Browning,  Hacker,  and  Richardson,  of 
the  Senate;  and  Mr.  Roman,  of  the  House. 
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Those  communications  received  on  the  15th  and  ICth  were  read;  and 
a  communication  received  this  evening  from  Gov.  Kinney  was  also  read; 
all  of  which  were  ordered  by  the  committee  to  be  entered  upon  the  jour- 
nal. 

Letter  from  Wm.  Kinney  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  dated 

Vandalia,  February  15,  1839. 
Sir:  When  Squire  Murray  gets  through  all  the  evidence  he  has  to  pro- 
duce in  support  of  the  charges  he  has  preferred  against  me,  should  your 
committee  think  that  said  evidence  has  the  least  effect  in  substantiating 
or  confirming  any  charge  impugning  my  honor,  integrity,  or  fidelity,  in 
the  discharge  of  my  official  duty  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners of  the  Public  Works,  I  must  request  your  committee  to  have 
summonses  immediately  issued  for  those  witnesses  whose  names  I  have 
furnished  to  your  Secretary,  and  who  are  the  most  intelligent  portion  of 
this  said  Squire  Murray's  constituents,  to  give  evidence  of  the  facts  in 
relation  to  said  charges.  Should  your  honorable  committee  not  deem 
the  presence  of  those  witnesses  necessary,  and  think  the  communications 
and  petitions,  left  with  you  last  evening,  sufficient  to  exonerate  me  from 
any  thing  like  intentional  impropriety  in  the  official  discharge  of  the 
trust  confided  in  me  as  a  Commissioner,  you  can  dispense  with  sending 
for  said  witnesses,  and  close  your  investigation  by  reporting  your  senti- 
ments in  relation  to  my  case. 

»  With  respect,  &c. 

WM.  KINNEY. 


Copy  nf  a  letter  from  Gov.  Kinney  to  the  Chawman  of  the  Committee,  dated 

Vandalia,  February  16,  1839. 
Sir:  Erclosed  I  send  you  a  communication  from  John  Hay  Esq., 
(who  has  been  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  St.  Clair  county  nearly 
forty  years,)  in  relation  to  the  charges  against  me,  on  account  of  the  lo- 
cation of  the  western  mail  route.  Mr.  Hay  is  an  old  and  worthy  citizen 
of  Belleville,  and  in  every  way  competent  to  give  a  correct  and  impar- 
tial opinion  relative  to  the  benefits  or  injury  sustained  by  the  people  in 
the  location  of  said  road. 

With  respect,  &c. 

WM.  KINNEY. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  John  Hay  to  Wm.  Kinney,  dated 

Belleville,  February  12,  1839. 
Wm.  Kinney,  Esq.  In  answer  to  the  enquiries  you  put  to  me,  concern- 
ing the  roads  made  use  of  in  the  town  of  Belleville,  to  your  first,  I  answer 
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that  the  street  terminates  at  the  end  of  Mr.  Murray's  lot,  in  the  old 
plat  of  the  town.  To  your  second  inquiry,  whether  or  not  the  mail 
route,  as  it  now  passes  from  the  centre  of  the  public  square,  is  not  the 
most  direct,  in  answer,  I  have  to  say  that  the  present  and  new  route 
is  the  nearest  and  best,  and  the  most  direct,  entering  directly  into  the 
public  square  of  the  town,  and  appears  in  fact  the  natural  road  upon 
which  the  traveling  is  done;  and  in  former  years  when  roads  were  not 
laid  out,  this  now  new  route  used  to  be  traveled  by  the  inhabitants 
coming  from  the  north  on  horseback,  wh<m  wagons  could  not  come. 
To  your  third  inquiry,  I  have  never  understood,  nor  have  I  any  thing  in 
my  office  to  show,  that  you  ever  owned  an  inch  of  ground  on  that  new 

Yours,  &c. 

JOHN  HAY. 


Letter  from  Wm.  Kinney  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee,  dated 

Vandalia,  February  18,  1839. 
Sir:  I  herewith  enclose  you  the  petition  from  the  citizens  of  Belleville » 
in  favor  of  changing  the  route  (to  its  natural  course)  of  the  mail  road 
through  Belleville,  which  has  been  submitted  to  you  before,  and  returned 
to  me,  which  I  think  have  not  been  read  to  your  committee,  together 
with  a  letter  from  Alfred  Cowles,  Esq.,  stating  the  reason  why  an  injunc- 
tion could  not  be  obtaineu  from  Judge  Lockwood  in  the  change  of  said 
road;  all  of  which  is  submitted  for  the  examination  of  the  committee,  be- 
fore they  determine  what  further  course  to  pursue. 

With  respect,  &c. 

WM.  KINNEY. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  A.  Cowles  to  Gov.  Kinney,  dated 

Alton,  February  4,  1839. 
Gov.  Wm.  Kinney,  Sir:  We  received  your  letter  of  the  first  February, 
and  am  unable  to  comply  literally  with  your  request.  Mr.  Krum,  a  few 
days  since,  in  looking  over  our  old  correspondence  for  the  purpose  of 
separating  that  which  was  necessary  to  be  preserved  from  the  other,  and 
the  letter  of  Judge  Lockwood  was  deemed  not  necessary  to  be  filed,  and 
was  destroyed.  I  recollect  the  substance  of  Judge  Lockwood's  letter. 
He  declined  granting  the  injunction  upon  the  ground  that  the  parties 
sitting  up  an  interest  could  not  complain  because  the  road  was  taken 
away  from  them,  and  stated  that  those  only  could  complain  whose  lands 
were  injuriously  affected  by  the  passage  of  the  road  thiough  their  lands. 
He  also  expressed  some  doubt  of  the  power  of  a  Judge  to  grant  injunc- 
tions to  restrain  public  works.  A  conference  with  him  will  no  doubt 
enable  you  to  have  his  views  more  fully. 

Yours,  &c. 
ALFRED  COWLES, 
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Copy  of  a  petition  from  the  citizen  oj  Belleville. 

To    the   Hob.  William  Kinney,   Commissioner  of  the   Board   of  Public 
Works  for  the  second  judicial  circuit  of  Illinois. 

We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  town  of  Belleville, 
Respectfully  represent: 

That  Illinois  street,  one  of  the  main  streets  in  the  town  of  Belleville, 
leading  from  the  public  squa>e  north,  is  the  most  natural  and  convenient 
route  for  the  mail  stage  from  Belleville  to  Lebanon,  and  the  distance  is 
much  shorter  than  the  route  through  High  street,  where  the  stage  now 
runs;  and  thai;  the  improvement  of  Illinois  street,  from  the  court-house 
in  Belleville,  as  far  as  Washington  street  on  the  addition  to  Belleville, 
would  greatly  improve  the  appearance  of  the  town,  and  add  much  to  the 
convenience  of  the  travelling  public  and  the  inhabitants  of  Belleville. 
We,  therefore,  respectfully  suggest  to  your  honor  the  propriety  of  im- 
proving Illinois  street  as  the  proper  channel  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
mail,  believing,  as  we  do,  that  the  opening  of  Illinois  street  would  add 
more  to  the  appearance  of  Belleville,  and  the  convenience  of  its  inhab- 
itants, than  any  other  work  which  could  possibly  be  constructed  within 
the  limits  of  the  corporation. 

We  have,  with  much  pleasure,  witnessed  your  endeavors  on  various 
occasions  to  add  to  the  growth,  prosperity,  and  appearance  of  Belleville, 
by  suggesting  important  improvements,  and  using  your  influence  in  car- 
rying them  into  effect;  and  we  are  satisfied,  from  the  manifestations 
already  received,  that  you  will  not  let  an  improvement  of  this  character 
escape  your  notice. 

JOHN  FLANAGAN,  and  thirty-eight  others. 


To  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works,  at  Vandalia : 

We,  the  undersigned,  citizens  of  Belleville,  and  St.  Clair  county, 
being  informed  that  the  Commissioner  of  this  district  ha?  been  attacked 
and  found  fault  with  for  making  such  alterations  on  the  mail  route  to 
Vincennes,  between  Belleville  and  Lebanon,  so  as  to  locate  the  new 
road  into  Illinois  street  instead  of  High  street,  consider  it  due  to  the  Com- 
missioner to  make  the  following  statement,  and  pray  to  be  heard  by  your 
honorable  body,  as  follows:  Your  petitioners  are  convinced  that,  in 
altering  the  route  as  he  did,  the  Commissioner  executed  the  wishes  of  at 
least  three-fourths  of  the  community,  as  is  shown  by  a  petition  addressed 
to  Gov.  William  Kinney;  which  petition  has  probably  been  preserved 
in  the  archives  of  the  Improvement  office.  If  it  is  a  correct  principle, 
that  roads  are  made  for  the  accommodation  of  the  community  at  large, 
and  not  for  the  benefit  of  individuals,  one  look  on  the  abovementioned 
petition  would  render  this,  our  address,  superfluous,  and  exonerate  the 
Commissioner  at  once;  but  having  experienced  the  benefits  arising  from 
the  new  location  since,  we  beg  permission  to  add  the  following: 

1st:  That  the  new  route  by  Illinois  street  is  considerably  shorter  than 
the  old  one. 
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2d:  That  the  road,  as  located  now,  leads  directly  to  the  public  square 
and  the  court-house;  which  circumstance  adds  greatly  to  the  appear- 
ance and  improvement  of  the  county  seat. 

3d:  That  (what  we  citizens  of  Belleville  would  particularly  urge) 
the  new  road  has  tended  greatly  to  the  aggrandizement  and  improve- 
ment of  Belleville,  by  opening  and  making  accessible  a  great  number  of 
building  lots,  and,  by  giving  the  first  impulse  for  improving  the  other 
streets  of  the  town,  (which  advantage  is  now  realized  in  a  higher  degree 
than  could  have  been  expected  at  first)  has  induced  the  Commissioner 
and  a  number  of  citizens  of  this  place  to  undergo  considerable  personal 
expense  in  order  to  facilitate  the  construction  of  the  new  road. 

These  are  some  of  the   points   which  your  petitioners    would   urge. 
They  might  add  many  more;  but  confiding  in  the  wisdom   of  your  hon- 
orable body  to  render  justice  to  the  public  officer  concerned,  and  expect- 
ing this,  our  address,  to  meet  with  the  consideration  due  its  import, 
We  remain,  respectfully, 

Your  fellow  citizens, 
WASH'N  WEST,  and  ninety-four  others. 

The  above  petition  is  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works. 

Mr.  Gatewood  moved  that  the  record  be  written  up,  and  the  report  be 
made  to-morrow  morning  to  the  Senate  and  House;  which  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee  then  adjourned. 


Copies  of  the  depositions  of  L.  D.  G lines  and  Uriah  Raplie,  being  part  of  the 
testimony  given  before  the  investigating  committee  to  examine  charges 
against  M.  McConnel,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  fyc. 

State  of  Illinois,  Morgan  County,  ss. 

Personally  came  before  me,  M.  Eckelburner,  an  acting  justice  of  the 
peace  in  and  for  said  county  of  Morgan,  and  State  of  Illinois,  Lorenzo 
Glines,  who,  being  duly  sworn,  and  being  interrogated  as  to  his  knowl- 
edge of  James  E.  Waldo  and  Daniel  Waldo — to  their  reputation  for  hon- 
esty, truth,  and  veracity — says  that  he  has  been  acquainted  with  the  said 
Waldos  for  nearly  three  years,  and  he  knows  that  they  have  been  in 
partnership  in  business  and  speculations,  and  that  he  has  had,  and  has 
done,  business  with  the  said  Waldos;  and  he  has  no  hesitation  in  saying 
that  they  are  not  honest  men,  and  that  he  could  not  rely  upon  them  for 
truth  and  honesty;  that,  so  far  as  he  knows  and  has  heard,  their  reputa- 
tion for  truth  and  honesty  is  not  good  in  the  neighborhood  where  they 
live. 

L.  D.  GLINES. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  21st  dav  of  Jan'y,  at  my  office 
in  Naples,  1839. 

MARTIN  ECKELBURNER,  J.  P. 
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I,  Uriah  Raplie,  of  lawful  age,  depose  and  say  that,  during  much  of 
the  time  of  1836  and  1837,  I  was  a  citizen  and  trader  in  the  town  of 
Meredosia,  on  the  Illinois  river ;  in  which  place  did  there  reside  one 
Daniel  Waldo.  Of  him,  personally,  I  have  only  the  acquaintance  that 
is  formed  by  men  in  their  business  occurrences:  and,  in  such  affairs,  1  look- 
ed upon  him  as  a  man,  whose  character  was  incompatible  with  manly 
honesty  or  integrity.  This  course  was  fully  directed  to  me,  as  I  found 
his  character  to  be  suspicious  in  many  particulars.  It  was  indeed  gen- 
erally published  among  the  citizens  of  said  place  that  he,  the  said  Waldo, 
had  killed  and  converted  to  his  own  use  hogs  which  were  not  his  own; 
and  that  also  he  had  cropped  the  ears  of  hogs  not  his  own  poperty,  so 
that  they  would  bear  his  own  marks.  And  further  the  deponent  saith 
not. 

URIAH  RAPLIE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  21st  Jan'y,  1839,  at  my  office  in 

MARTIN  ECKELBURNER,  /.  P, 
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REPORT   OF  THE    MINORITY 


JOINT   SELECT   COMMITTEE    OF    INVESTIGATION. 


March  1,  1839, 
Laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Browning,  from  the  Minority  of  the  Joint  Select  Committee  of  Investiga- 
tion, made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  minority  of  the,  joint  select  committee  appointed  to  investigate  any  charges 
which  might  be  preferred  against  any  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 
or  any  other  agent  of  the  State  connected  with  the  internal  improvement  system, 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  report: 

That  they  could  not  concur  in  the  decision  of  a  majority  of  the  committee, 
that  it  was  not  the  province  of  the  committee  to  decide  upon  the  facts  elicited  by 
the  examination  they  were  required  to  make  under  the  order  of  the  two  Houses. 
On  the  contrary,  they  have  ever  believed  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  committee 
to  report  their  opinion  and  decision  on  the  testimony  adduced  before  them — the 
very  object  of  the  appointment  of  committees  in  such  cases  being  to  present,  in  a 
condensed  form  before  the  Legislature,  such  facts  as  it  was  important  for  the  two 
Houses  to  be  advised  of  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  State, 
and  which  information  could  not  be  obtained  in  any  other  as  unbiassed  manner, 
except  by  the  tedious  process  of  examinations  before  one  or  both  Houses. 

They  feel  the  more  constrained  to  make  a  report,  as  a  printed  paper,  purport- 
ing to  be  an  address  to  the  committee,  made  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  first  dis- 
trict, has  been  circulated  amongst  the  members;  which  address  was  never  pre- 
sented to  the  committee  until  it  was  circulated  throughout  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature.  We  feel  also  impelled  to  say  that  it  does  noc  present  a  full  or  fair 
statement  of  many  of  the  material  facts  investigated  by  the  committee. 

They  also  regret  that  the  discharge  of  their  duties  in  the  Legislature  since  the 
majority  of  the  committee  submitted  their  report,  has  prevented  them  from  pre- 
paring and  presenting  their  report  at  an  earlier  day. 

In  the  performance  of  the  duty  required  of  the  committee,  they  proceeded  to 
examine  the  office  of  the  Fund  Commissioners;  the  result  of  which  examination  will 
be  seen  by  reference  to  the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee.  We  unite 
in  the  opinion    that  the  books  and  papers  of  the  office  appear  to  be  kept  in  proper 
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order  and  condition;  and  they  cannot  commend  too  highly  the  business  talent  and 
application  evinced  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Williamson  Gatewood. 

There  is  evidently  a  great  defect  in  the  law  organizing  the  Board  of  Fund 
Commissioners,  as  the  law  does  not  require  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the 
Board  in  all  their  acts,  and  as  there  is  no  check  imposed  upon  them  by  an  exami-  J 
nation  to  be  made  by  any  other  officers,  or  by  requiring  their  accounts  to  be  au- 
dited  and  examined.     Neither  is  there  a  sufficient  definition  of  the  duties  of  the1 
Board  of  Fund  Commissioners,  in  reference  to  the  check  they  may  impose  upon 
the  Board  of  Public  Works.    They  are  required  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  but  it  is  not  provided  in  the  original  law 
that  they  may  reject  improper  accounts  arid  expenditures;  and  we  are  informed,  I 
when  the  Board  remonstrated  against  some  of  the  accounts  and  vouchers  presen- 1 
ted  by  some  of  the  Commissioners  of  Public  Works,  their  power  of  examining  as  ] 
to  the  usefulness  or  propriety  of  the  expenditures   was   denied.     Whether  the  | 
Board  of  Fund  Commissioners  have  this  power,  we  will  not  attempt  to  decide,  as 
the  law  is  very  vague  on  that  subject;  but  it  does  appear  to  us  that  such  a  power 
should  be  vested  in  that  Board. 

We  also  ascertained  that  the  provision  of  the  internal  improvement  law  which 
authorizes  each  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  keep 
twenty  thousand  dollars  in  his  hands  at  one  time,  was  so  construed  and  managed, 
by  at  least  some  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  that  they  always 
retained  a  great  portion  of  this  sum  at  all  times  in  their  hands.  Thus,  if  one  of 
them  had  $20,000  on  hand,  and  paid  oif$7,U00,  he  immediately  drew  that  sum 
a<*ain,  without  waiting  until  he  had  expended  the  balance  on  hand.  This  pro- 
vision,  although  salutary  at  times  in  preventing  lengthy  and  expensive  trips  to  the 
office  of  the  Fund  Commissioners,  nevertheless  has  been  so  construed  as  to  give 
the  Commissioners  (when  they  choose  to  exercise  h,)  the  control  of  a  very  large 
sum  of  the  moneys  of  the  State,  which  they  could  use  at  discretion,  without  being 
liable  to  be  called  to  account  for  the  manner  in  which  they  might  employ  the 
same.  It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  we  have  seen  this  objection  in  a  great 
measure  modified,  by  the  provisions  of  an  act  passed  at  the  present  session.  We 
regret,  however,  to  state  that,  under  this  provision  of  the  law,  one  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Works,  James  W.  Stevenson,  obtained  a  large  sum  of  money,  and,  since 
his  decease,  he  has  been  found  to  be  a  defaulter  to  the  internal  improvement  fund 
to  the  amount  of  $14,000.  We  trust,  however,  that  although  this  is  the 
first,  that  it  will  also  be  the  last  case,  where  any  of  the  officers  connected  with  the! 
system  will  prove  to  be  in  arrears  to  the  State,  as  the  application  of  public  moneys1 
to  private  purposes  by  public  officers  cannot  in  any  manner  be  justified  or  I 
excused. 

Immediately  upon  the  organization  of  the  Board,  a  number  of  charges  were* 
preferred  against  M.  McConnel,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for 
the  first  district,  by  A.  Brockenbrough,  of  Morgan  county.  The  investigation  of 
these  charges  occupied  most  of  the  time  and  labor  of  the  committee.  A  host  of 
witnesses  and  a  great  number  of  reports  and  other  documents  were  examined,  to 
enable  the  committee  to  come  to  a  conclusion  as  to  the  innocence  or  guilt  of  the 
party  accused.  We  much  regret  that  all  the  committee  did  not  feel  bound  to 
make  any  report  on  the  facts  and  testimony  adduced  before  them,  as  they  doubt 
not,  if  they  had  done  so,  much  labor  and  responsibility  would  have  been  taken 
from  the  minority.  Believing  it  our  duty  to  submit  our  views  on  these  points, 
we  shall  proceed  to  give  them  on  such  points  as  appear  to  us  to  be  most  material 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature.  To  enable  the  Legislature  to  understand 
fully  the  opinions  of  the  minority,  we  insert  a  copy  of  the  charges  and  specifica- 
tions brought  forward  by  Mr.  Brockenbreugh,  which  were  omitted  to  be  presented 
at  the  time  the  majority  submitted  their  report. 
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Charges  and  specifications  prefixed  against  Murray  McConnel,  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  and  acting  Commissioner  for  the 

!  first  judicial  circuit,  by  Austin  Brockenbrough,  a  citizen  of  Morgan 
county,  State  of  Illinois* 

Charge  First. — Violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  forty-seventh  sec- 
tion of  an  "act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  im- 
provement.*' 

Specification  first. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McConnel,  Commis- 
sioner as  aforesaid,  did,  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Pub- 
lic Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  enter  into  a  contingent  contract, 
bargain,  and  understanding,  with  James  E.  Waldo  and  Daniel  Waldo, 
citizens  of  the  town  of  Meredosia,  in  the  county  of  Morgan,  and  State 
of  Illinois;  in  which  said  McConnel  agreed  and  bound  himself  to  pur- 
chase, of  said  James  E.  Waldo  and  Daniel  Waldo,  a  certain  tract  or  par- 
cel of  land,  lying  within  the  limits  of  said  town  of  Meredosia,  which  is  a 
designated  point  on  the  Northern  Cross  railroad;  which  said  purchase 
and  sale  by  said  Waldos  to  said  McConnel  was  made  and  entered  into 
,on  or  about  the  21st  day  of  April,  1837,  in  the  town  of  Jacksonville,  in 
the  county  and  State  aforesaid;  and  which  said  purchase  by  said  Mc- 
Connel was  made  after  said  McConnel  had  been  appointed  to,  and  ac- 
cepted of,  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  and 
previous  to  the  location  of  said  Northern  Cross  railroad  to  and  through 
,said  town  of  Meredosia  having  been  publicly  made  known,  and  that, 
when  said  location  was  made,  it  passed  entirely  through,  and  immedi- 
ately in  contact  with,  said  purchase;  and  for  which  said  McConnel  pro- 
mised to  pay  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty-three 
dollars  and  thirty-three  cents,  or  thereabouts. 

Specification  second. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McConnel,  Com- 
missioner as  aforesaid,  did,  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  first  judi- 
cial circuit,  enter  into  a  contract  and  bargain  wjth  James  E.  Waldo  and 
Da-iie!  Waldo,  for  the  purchase  from  said  Waldos  of  a  certain  piece  of 
land  in  said  town  of  Meredosia,  which  is  divided  into  four  lots;  and 
which  said  lots  are  situated  north  of,  and  separate  from,  the  purchase 
mentioned  and  described  in  the  first  specification  of  this  charge;  and 
which  purchase  of  said  lots  was  made  by  said  McConnel  on  or  about  the 
'23d  day  of  March,  1837,  and  previous  to  the  location  of  said  Northern 
Cross  railroad  to  and  through  the  town  of  Meredosia  having  been  pub- 
icly  made  known,  the  said  lots  having  been  purchased  by  said  McCon- 
<ael  for  the  purpose  of  selling  the  same  to  the  State  of  Illinois  for  ground 
for  a  depot,  the  railroad  having  been  located  subsequent  to  said  pur- 
chase, and  in  the  immediate  vicinity  thereof;  and  for  which  said  lots  said 
McConnel  agreed  to  pay  said  Waldos  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and 
fifty  dol.ars. 

!    The  foregoing  charge  stricken  out,  January  28,  1839. 

WM.  J.  GATE  WOOD,  Chairman. 
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Charge  Second. — Violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  thirty-third  sec-! 
tion  of  "An  act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  j 
improvement." 

Specification-. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McConnel,  Commissioner 
as  aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  on  or  about  the  30th  day  of  July, 
1838,  positively  order  and  direct  the  chief  engineer  of  the  western  dis- 
trict, James  M.  Bucklin,  to  locate  and  prepare  for  placing  under  con- 
tract, and  which  was  in  obedience  to  said  order  located  and  prepared 
for  contract  by  said  engineer,  and  the  same  was  afterwards  placed  un- 
der contract  by  said  McConnel,  acting  Commissioner  aforesaid,  a  branch 
railroad  from  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  to  the  town  of  Naples  on  the 
Illinois  river,  in  the  county  of  Morgan;  which  said  town  of  Naples  is  situ- 
ated about  six  miles  to  the  southwest  of  the  aforesaid  town  of  Meredo- 
sia;  and,  further,  that  said  location  of  said  branch  railroad  was  made  in 
utter  disregard  of  the  advice  and  report  of  said  engineer,  and  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  State  of  Illinois,  which,  agreeably  to  the  engineer's  esti- 
mates, will  sustain  a  loss  thereby  exceeding  the  sum  of  eighteen  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Charge  Third. — Violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  fiftieth  section  of 
"An  act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment." 

Specification. — In  this,  that  the  said  M.  McConnel,  Commissioner  as 
aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  on  or  about  the  10th  day  of  July.  1837, 
let  out  to  contract  a  certain  portion  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  lyin{ 
between  Jacksonville  and  Meredosia,  and  which  said  portion,  situated 
principally  in  the  valley  of  Wolf  run,  occupied  the  same  ground,  the 
right  of  way  to  which  had  been  previously  granted  away  to  the  Jack- 
sonville and  Naples  Railroad  Company  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  and 
which  said  right  of  way  said  McConnel  wholly  neglected  to  obtain  the 
release  and  relinquishment  of  from  said  company,  but  suffered  and  di- 
rected the  same  to  be  occupied  by  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  as  afore- 
said, to  the  great  damage  and  injury  of  the  interests  of  the  State  of 
Illinois. 

Charge  Fourth. — Malfeasance  in  office. 

Specification  first. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McConnel,  Commis- 
sioner as  aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Pub- 
lic Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  sometime  in  the  summer  of 
1838,  authorize  and  direct  a  cargo  of  railroad  iron  to  be  consigned 
to  his  care  and  address  as  Commissioner,  and  to  the  town  of 
Naples;  and  upon  the  arrival  of  said  iron,  per  steamboat  W.  L.  Ro- 
binson, at  Naples,  said  McConnel  caused  to  be  handed  over  the  bill  or 
bills  of  lading  for  the  same  to  the  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co., 
when  one  of  which  firm  proceeded  to  Meredosia.  where  he  received  said 
iron,  which  was  not  landed  at  Naples,  but  forwardedto  Meredosia,  per 
steamer  W.  L.  Robinson,  by  said  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co., 
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and  for  which  services  said  firm  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.  charged 
the  State  of  Illinois  about  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  and  which 
charge  was  paid  by  said  McConnel,  notwithstanding  the  railroad  con- 
tractors on  that  part  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  to  wit,  Messrs. 
Dunlap  and  January,  had  previously,  and  indue  time,  to  obviate  said  ex- 
nense  of  receiving  said  iron,  notified  said  Commissioner,  M.  McConnel, 
that  they  were  prepared  to  , attend  to  the  receiving  and  storage  of  the 
same  at  Meredosia  free  of  charge  to  the  State;  but  which  proposition 
was  rejected  by  said  McConnel,  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  as  he,  the 
said  McConnel,  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  was  then,  and  is  now,  one  of 
the  said  firm  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.,  and  therefore  had  a  direct 
personal  interest  to  advance  by  refusing  to  accede  to  the  proposals  of 
the  aforesaid  contractors,  Dunlap  and  January. 

Specification  second. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McConnel,  Com- 
missioner as  aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  at  several  times,  induce 
the  engineers  and  other  persons  employed  in  the  service  of  the  State, 
and  under  his  directions,  to  accept  from  him,  in  payment  of  services  ren- 
dered and  expenses  incurred  by  them  on  account  of  the  State,  certain 
promissory  notes  of  hand,  of  which  said  McConnel  had  become  proprie- 
tor, although  said  notes  were  not  equal  to  the  amount  they  represented 
in  cash,  nor  could  the  money,  at  the  time  they  were  so  offered  by  and 
received  from  said  McConnel,  have  been  collected  on  them,  except  at 
great  loss  and  depreciation;  and,  further,  that  the  extra  allowances  made 
by  said  Commissioner,  M.  McConnel,  to  the  engineers  and  others  for 
services,  &c,  rendered  the  State  for  internal  improvement  purposes, 
were  frequently  regulated  so  that  the  amounts  allowed  by  him  to  said 
persons  should  be  in  due  proportion  to  the  amount  of  said  promissory 
notes  they  were  willing  to  accept  from  said  McConnel,  who  would  take 
receipts  for  such  payments  as  if  the  money  had  been  actually  paid  out 
by  said  McConnel  on  account  of  the  State;  and  which  said  receipis  form 
a  part  of  said  McConnel's  vouchers  rendered  fro  the  Board  of  Fund  Com- 
missioners. 

Specification  third. — In  this,  that  the  said  M.  McConnel,  Commissioner 
as  aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  on  or  about  the  15th  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1838,  at  Meredosia,  in  Morgan  county,  Illinois,  offer  to  let,  by 
contract,unto  Daniel  Waldo  of  said  town,  the  erection  of  a  depot  on  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Illinois  river,  opposite 
Meredosia,  and  on  condition  that  said  Waldo  would  cancel  and  surren- 
der up  to  said  McConnel  a  certain  bond  or  contract,  which  he,  the  said. 
McConnel,  had  executed  unto  James  E.  Waldo  and  Daniel  Waldo,  for 
the  purchase  of  a  certain  piece  of  land  in  the  town  of  Meredosia,  and 
which  said  purchase  is  particularly  referred  to  in  the  first  specification 
of  the  first  charge  herein  set  forth,  and  which  said  bond  or  contract  so 
executed  by  said  McConnel  was  exclusively  on  his  own  personal  ac- 
count, and  in  nowise  related  or  appertained  to  his  duties  as  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 
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And  which  charges  and  specifications  against  the  said  Murray  McCon- 
nel,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  the  undersigned  is  pre- 
pared to  establish;  and  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois  is 
respectfully  requested  to  order  an  investigation  into  the  truth  or  falsity 
of  the  same  by  committee,  with  power  to  examine  witnesses,  take  depo- 
sitions, and  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this  27th  day  of  December.  1838. 

AUSTIN  BROCKENBROUGH,  [seal.] 

Additional  specifications  to   the  fourth  charge  against  Murray  McConnel, 
Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Additional  Specification,  No.  1. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McCon- 
ncl,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  as  aforesaid,  and  whilst 
acting  Commissioner  of  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  on  oraboutthe  I  lth 
day  of  July,  1837.  at  Jacksonville,  in  the  county  of  Morgan,  Illinois, 
enter  into  a  contingent  contract,  bargain,  and  understanding,  with  James 
E.  Waldo  and  Daniel  Waldo,  and  to  the  following  effect,  to  wit:  That, 
on  condition  that  said  James  E.  Waldo  and  Daniel  Waldo  would  cancel 
a  certain  bargain  and  contract  respecting  four  certain  lots,  and  take 
back  said  lots,  situated  in  the  town  of  Meredosia,  and  mentioned  in  the 
second  specification  of  the  first  charge  as  having  been  purchased  by  said 
McConnel  of  said  Waldos  on  or  about  the  23d  day  of  March,  1837,  he, 
the  said  McConnel,  would  have  the  same  valued  by  two  persons,  one  of 
whom  should  be  chosen  by  him,  and  the  other  by  the  said  Waldos;  and 
that  he,  the  said  McConnel,  would  purchase  the  same  lots  from  said  Wal- 
dos, for  the  use  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  at  the  appraised  value  thereof, 
and  so  that  the  said  Waldos  should  realize  a  more  advantageous  bargain 
than  had  been  concluded  for  the  same  lots  between  said  Waldos  and  <-aid 
McConnel  as  aforesaid;  and  said  McConnel  urged,  as  a  reason  for  desir- 
ing this  arrangement,  that  he  had  been  informed  by  James  M.  Bucklin, 
the  principal  engineer,  that  said  lots  would  be  needed  by  the  State  for 
the  erection  thereon  of  a  depot,  and  that  the  same  could  not  be  purchas- 
ed for  such  purpose  from  him,  said  McConnel,  as  he  was  Commissioner 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Works;  and,  in  consideration  whereof,  said  Wal- 
dos did  consent  and  agree  to  cancel  their  bargain  with  said  McConnel, 
and  take  back  said  lots,  although  said  McConnel  failed  to  perform  the 
promises  made  by  him  as  inducements  for  said  Waldos  so  to  do. 

The  above  stricken  out  by  order  of  the  committee,  January  7, 1839. 
WM.  J.  GATEWOOD,  Chairman. 

Additional  Specification,  No.  2. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McCon- 
nel, Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  sometime  in  the 
summer  of  1838,  participate  in  the  profits  arising  from  the  iollowing 
transaction,  the  same  being  in  violation  of  the  spirit  and  meaning  of ''An 
act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement," 
to  wit:  That,  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1838,  a  cargo  of  railroad 
iron  from  Liverpool  was  consigned  to  the  house  of  Godfrey,  Lowrie,  & 
Small,  of  New  Orleans,  by  Charles  Oakley,  Fund  Commissioner,  who 
authorized  paid  house  to  draw  on  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  for  about  the 
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sum  of  $2,000,  being  the  necessary  amount  to  pay  for  freight  and  charges 
on  said  iron  from  Liverpool  to  New  Orleans,  and  thence  to  Meredo- 
sia,  on  the  Illinois  river;  and  that  the  said  Godfrey,  Lowrie,  &  Small, 
after  receiving  said  iron  in  New  Orleans,  shipped  the  same,  per  steamer 
W.  L.  Robinson,  to  the  town  of  Naples,  on  the  Illinois  river;  and  that 
said  house  of  Godfrey,  Lowrie  &  Small  sold  unto  the  captain  of  said 
steamer  a  draft  drawn  by  authority  of  said  Oakley,  and  on  the  State 
Bank  of  Illinois,  for  the  amount  necessary  to  pay  expenses  on  said  iron 
to  and  in  New  Orleans;  for  which  said  draft  said  captain  of  said  steamer 
paid  said  Godfrey,  Lowrie  &  Small  the  money;  and  that,  on  said  cap- 
tain of  said  steamer  arriving  at  Naples,  he  sold  the  said  draft  to  the  house 
of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.;  and  which  house  returned  the  draft  to 
New  Orleans  without  presenting  the  same  to  the  bank;  and  said  McCon- 
nel, Ormsbee  &,  Co.  charged  the  State  of  Illinois  a  commission  for  ad- 
vancing said  captain  of  said  steamer  the  money  on  the  same,  notwith- 
standing said  draft,  at  the  time  the  said  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.  pur- 
chased the  same,  was  the  property  of  the  captain  of  said  steamer  W.  L. 
Robinson,  and  the  State  of  Illinois  could  in  no  respect  be  deemed  a  party 
to  the  transaction,  further  than  liability  for  the  amount  called  for -on  the 
face  of  said  draft;  and  which  said  captain  of  said  steamer,  or  said  Mc- 
Connel, Ormsbee  &  Co.  could  easily  have  had  cashed  at  the  counter  of 
said  bank;  and  which  unjust  charge  and  imposition  on  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois was  allowed  and  paid  to  said  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co. 
by  the  aforesaid  Commissioner,  Murray  McConnel,  who,  being  a  partner 
of  said  firm  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &;  Co.  had  a  personal  interest  to  pro- 
mote by  so  doing. 

The  foregoing  stricken  out  by  order  of  the  committee,  January  7, 
1839. 

WM.  J.  GATEWOOD,  Chairman, 


Additional  Specification,  No.  3. — In  this,  that  tne  said  Murray  McCon- 
nel, Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  sometime  about 
the  month  of  August  or  September,  1838,  purchase,  of  a  certain  Charles 
Collins,  a  small  steamboat  for  the  use  of  the  State  of  Illinois;  and  for 
which  said  McConnel  paid  said  Collins  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  agreeably  to  said  McConnel's  accounts  for  the  month  of 
September,  1838,  as  rendered  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public 
Works;  and  that  said  McConnel  did,  at  the  same  time,  enter  into  a  con- 
tingent contract,  bargain,  and  understanding  with  said  Collins,  that  said 
boat  should  be  repaired  and  put  in  complete  order,  so  as  to  be  fit  for  the 
service  of  surveying  the  Illinois  river,  said  boat  being  at  the  time  of  pur- 
chase totally  unseaworthy;  and  that  said  money  was  paid  for  said  boat 
before  it  was  repaired  in  pursuance  ofsaid  contract;  and  that  the  sum 
so  paid  for  said  boat  in  its  condition  at  the  time  of  purchase  far  exceeded 
the  true  value  thereof;  and  which  said  boat  could  not  then,  nor  for  several 
months  afterwards,  have  been  applied  to  the  public  service  to  any  ad- 
vantage, proceeding  from  the  extremely  low  stage  of  water  in  the  Illi- 
nois river  and  the  rapid  approach  of  winter;  yet,  notwithstanding  these 
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circumstances,  said  boat  was  so  purchased  and  paid  for,  and  said  contin- 
gent contract  entered  into  by  said  McConnel,  Commissioner  as  aforesaid, 
and  in  violation  of  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  "An  act  to  establish  and 
maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement,"  and  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Charge  Fifth. — Neglect  of  duty. 

Specification. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McConnel,  Commissioner 
as  aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did  render  unto  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  Public  Works,  to  be  placed  by  them  to  his  credit,  a  large 
amount  of  accounts  exceeding  $1,000,  and  alleged  to  have  been  expend- 
ed hy  him,  the  said  McConnel,  in  the  service  of  the  State  for  internal 
improvement  purposes;  and  that,  when  said  accounts  were  examined, 
it  was  discovered  that  similar  accounts  for  the  identical  claims  set  forth 
in  the  accounts  so  rendered  as  above  specified  had  been  previously 
allowed  said  McConnel,  and  passed  to  his  credit;  said  McConnel  exhib- 
iting thereby  a  gross  dereliction  of  duty  as  acting  Commissioner  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  as  prosecutor  of  the  foregoing  charge  and 
additional  specificaiions. 

AUSTIN  BROCKENBROUGH,  [seal.] 


Additional  specification  to  charge  second,  preferred  by  Austin  Brockenbrovgh 
against  Murray  McConnel,  Commissionei  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 
on  the  27th  day  of  December,  1838,  and  rvhich  additional  specification  was 
preferred  against  said,  McConnel,  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  before  the 
Committee  of  Investigation,  on  Wednesday,  the  16th  day  of  January, 
1839,  by  the  aforesaid  Austin  Brockenbrough. 

Additional  Specification. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McConnel,  Com- 
missioner aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  on  or  about  the  13th  day 
of  August,  IS38,  and  whilst  travelling  from  the  town  of  Meredosia  to 
the  town  of  Jacksonville,  in  the  county  of  Morgan,  and  State  of  Illinois, 
and  in  company  with  William  French,  Thomas  T.  January,  and  James 
Dunlap,  citizens  of  said  county  of  Morgan,  and  in  presence  of  said 
French,  January,  and  Dunlap,  and  within  hearing  of  said  French,  make 
and  utter  the  following  declarations,  and  which  were  particularly  ad- 
dressed to  said  French,  January,  and  Dunlap,  to  wit:  "That,  from  the 
commencement,  it  was  the  understanding  (with  whom  said  McConnel 
did  not  say)  that  he,  the  said  McConnel,  was  to  make  the  said  Northern 
Cross  railroad  up  Wolf  run  in  consideration  of  their  relinquishing  the 
right  of  way  to  the  State;  (and  said  French  understood  said  McConnel 
to  allude  particularly  to  the  Jacksonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company, 
which  claimed  the  right  of  way  up  said  Wolf  run;)  and,  further,  that  the 
State  of  Illinois  should  make  a  branch  railroad  from  said  Northern  Cross 
railroad    to  the  town  of  Naples  on  the  Illinois  river,  as  additional  com 
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pensation  to  said  Jacksonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company  for  said 
relinquishment  of  the  right  of  way  to  the  State  of  Illinois  through  the 
valley  of  said  Wolf  run  by  said  Jacksonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Com- 
pany; and,  further,  said  McConnel  affirmed  that  said  Northern  Cross 
railroad  could  not  have  been  constructed  over  any  other  ground  than 
through  the  valley  of  said  Wolf  run,  as  said  Jacksonville  and  Naples 
Railroad  Company  would  have  enjoined  any  attempt  to  make  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad  in  any  other  direction  than  through  the  valley* 
of  said  Wolf  run,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 

And,  further,  that  said  McConnel,  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  did, 
about  the  month  of  March,  1837,  and  in  the  branch  of  the  State  Bank 
of  Illinois  at  Jacksonville,  and  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  a  certain 
William  French,  refuse  to  accept  an  offer  of  seven  thousand  dollars 
($7,000)  from  a  certain  Charles  Collins  for  all  his,  the  said  McConnel's 
interest  in  Morgan  city  and  lands  adjacent;  which  said  interest  is  now 
situated  upon  the  route  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  between  Jackson- 
ville and  Meredosia;  and  said  offer  by  said  Collins  to  said  McConnel  was 
made  whilst  said  McConnel  was  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Works,  and  previous  to  the  permanent  location  of  said  Northern 
Cross  railroad  between  Jacksonville  and  Meredosia  having  been  pub- 
licly made  known:  and  that  said  interest  of  said  McConnel  in  and  to 
Morgan  city  and  lands  adjacent  lies  in  and  about  the  valley  of  said  Wolf 
run;  and  that  said  McConnel,  acting  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  selected 
such  a  location  for  the  said  Northern  Cross  railroad  as  to  secure  the  pas- 
sage of  the  same  through  the  said  Morgan  city,  and  through  said  lands 
in  which  said  McConnel  was  then  interested  as  aforesaid,  and  situated 
in  and  about  the  valley  of  said  Wolf  run;  and  which  said  Northern  Cross 
railroad  now  runs  through,  near  to,  and  in  contact  with,  said  lands  for 
about  the  distance  of  three  miles;  and  which  said  location  of  said  rail- 
road was  adopted  and  placed  under  contract  by  said  Commissioner  on 
or  about  the  10th  day  of  July,  1837,  and  about  the  period  of  three  or  four 
months  after  said  Collins  had  made  said  offer  to  said  McConnel  for  all 
his  interest  in  and  to  Morgan  city  and  lands  in  which  said  McConnel 
held  an  interest  situated  in  and  about  the  valley  of  Wolf  run  as  aforesaid; 
and  which  said  location  of  said  Northern  Cross  railroad,  thus  adopted 
and  placed  under  contract  by  said  McConnel,  increased  the  length  of 
said  Northern  Cross  railroad  between  Jacksonville  and  Meredosia  about 
two  miles  more  than  was  necessary  and  proper,  as  a  practicable  and 
more  direct  and  eligible  location  through  the  valley  of  Davis'  branch 
might  have  been  obtained  by  said  Commissioner,  so  as  to  have  made  the 
distance  between  Jacksonville  and  Meredosia  at  least  two  miles  shorter 
than  by  the  location  so  made,  adopted,  and  placed  uuder  contract  by 
said  Commissioner,  and  who  purposely  and  intently  kept  the  engineers 
employed  to  survey  the  several  routes  between  Jacksonville  and  Mere- 
dosia ignorant  of  the  disadvantages  to  which  the  State  of  Illinois  would 
be  exposed  by  laying  out  the  said  Northern  Cross  railroad  through  the 
valley  of  said  Wolf  run,  to  wit,  that  by  so  doing,  it  would  infringe 
the  chartered  rights  oflthe  Jacksonv-lle  and  Naples  Railroad  Company, 
and  thereby  furnish  a  pretext  to  said  company  to  set  up  a  claim  against 
the  State  of  Illinois  for  exorbitant  damages  as  indemnity  for  such 
infringement;  and  that,  by  thus  culpably  neglecting  his  duty  as  acting 


122 

Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  in  failing  to  caution  said 
engineers  of  the  danger  which  threatened  the  public  interest  by 
recommending  the  selection  of  the  Wolf  run  route  for  the  permanent 
location  ofsaid»  Northern  Cross  railroad  in  preference  to  the  route 
by  Davis'  branch,  the  said  engineers,  to  wit,  Messrs.  Bucklin  and  Pollock, 
were  induced  to  recommend  the  selection  of  the  valley  of  Wolf  run  as 
the  most  judicious  route  for  the  location  of  said  Northern  Cross  railroad; 
and  which  said  report  and  recommendation  in  favor  of  said  Wolf  run 
route  would  probably  have  never  been  made  by  said  engineers  had  they 
been  fully  apprized  of  all  the  unfavorable  circumstances  operating 
against  such  a  location,  and  of  the  existence  and  influence  of  which  they 
were  kept  profoundly  ignorant,  either  by  gross  neglect  or  culpable  de- 
sign of  the  said  acting  Commissioner,  who  had  a  personal  interest  of  great 
magnitude  to  advance,  situated  in  Morgan  city  and  lands  through  which 
the  said  railroad  would  pass,  by  the  adoption  of  the  location  as  recom- 
mended by  said  engineers;  and  which  omission  of  duty  on  the  part  of 
said  McConnel,  acting  Commissioner  as  aforesaid,  will  cause  a  loss  to 
be  sustained  by  the  State  of  Illinois  to  the  amount  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars (.$50,000,)  or  thereabouts,  inasmuch  as  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 
at  their  June  meeting. in  the  year  1838,  authorized  a  branch  railroad, 
not  exceeding  four  miles  in  length,  to  be  made  from  said  Northern  Cross 
railroad  to  the  town  of  Naples  on  the  Illinois  river  in  consideration  of 
said  Jacksonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company  relinquishing  unto  the 
State  of  Illinois  the  right  of  way  which  said  company  claimed  through 
the  valley  of  said  Wolf  run;  and  which  branch  railroad  and  its  appenda- 
ges so  authorized  will  cost  the  State  of  Illinois  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  ($50,000,)  or  thereabouts;  and  which  enormous  sacrifice  of  the 
public  money  was  caused  solely  by  neglect  and  omission  of  duty  on  the 
part  of  Murray  McConnel,  Commissioner  as  aforesaid;  and  whose  impe- 
rative duty  it  was  to  have  used  all  possible  precautions  to  guard  and 
protect  the  public  interests  from  such  impositions  of  said  private  incor- 
porated railroad  companies,  and  '"without  reference  to  the  precise  date 
when  such  incorporated  companies  might  have  acquired  such  privileges, 
whether  antecedently  or  subsequently  to  the  passage  of  "An  act  to 
establish  and  maintain  a  general  svstem  of  internal  improvement,"  in 
force  the  27th  day  of  February,  1837;  and  which  said  act  took  effect 
nine  days  after  said  Jacksonville  and  Naples  Railroad  Company  obtained 
their  act  of  incorporation,  which  took  effect  on  the  ISth  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1837,  and  upon  which  said  act  of  incorporation  of  said  Jackson- 
ville and  Naples  Railroad  Company,  it  was  specially  intended  the  pro- 
visions of  the  50th  section  of  the  aforesaid  "Act  to  establish  and  maintain 
a  general  system  of  internal  improvement"  should  have  retrospective 
effect  and  action,  and  point,  bearing,  force,  and  operation  against  the 
same;  but  which  palpable  and  self-evident  construction  of  said  "Act  to 
establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement,"  it 
was  to  the  private  interestof  s:iid McConnel,  Commissioner  as  aforesaid, 
to  pervert,  disregard,  and  construe  otherwise,  and  to  the  great  injury 
and  damage  of  the  State  of  Illinois  as  aforesaid,  inasmuch  as  the  branch 
railroad  aforesaid  is  of  no  manner  of  use  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  but  rather 
prejudicial  to  the  same  as  an  excresenceofthe  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  must  be  considered  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  a  clear 
speculation  off  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  the  result  of  premeditated  design 
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and  cupidity  on  the  part  of  a  faithless  public  officer,  the  Commissioner 
aforesaid,  and  whose  actings  and  doings  in  all  matters, and  things  herein- 
before related  have  been  governed  by  self-interest,  and  are  in  diamet- 
rical opposition  to,  and  in  violation  of,  the  27th  and  33d  sections  of  "An 
act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement," 
find  contrary  to  the  spirit,  letter,  and  intention  of  said  act,  in  the  econ- 
omy and  judicious  management  with  which  it  requires  said  system  should 
be  conducted. 

And  which  additional  specification  to  the  second  charge  preferred  by 
me  against  Murray  McConnel  can  be  substantiated  by  five  witnesses,  to 
wit,  William  French,  and  Thomas  T.  January,  and  James  M.  Bucklin, 
and  William  Pollock,  and  Miron  Leslie,  and  the  necessary  maps,  reports, 
and  other  documents. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this  21st  day  of  January,  1839,  at  Van- 

A.  BROCKENBROUGH,  [seal.]      * 
Accuser  of  M.  McConnel. 


Additional  specification  to  the  first  charge  preferred  by  Austin  Brockenbrough 
against  Murray  McConnel,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 
and  acting  Commissioner  of  the  first  judicial  circuit,  and  on  the  27th  day 
of  December,  1838,  and  which  additional  specification  was  preferred  against 
the  said  McConnel  by  ihe  said  Brockenbrough  before  the  Committee  of  In- 
vestigation, at  their  meeting  on  Wednesday,  the  16th  day  of  January,  1839. 

Additional  Specification. — In  this,  that  the  said  Murray  McConnel, 
Commissioner  aforesaid,  and  whilst  acting  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit,  did,  on  or  about  the  12th  day 
of  June,  1837,  and  in  the  county  of  Morgan,  and  State  of  Illinois,  pur- 
chase, of  a  certain  S.  C.  Fogus,  a  citizen  of  said  county,  a  lot  of  land 
lying  within  the  incorporated  limits  of  the  town  of  Jacksonville,  in  the 
county,  and  State  aforesaid,  and  known  and  designated  as  lot  number- 
seven  (7\ in  Duncan's  north  addition  to  said  town  of  Jacksonville;  for 
which  said  McConnel  agreed  and  bound  himself,  by  a  written  bond,  to 
pay  unto  said  Fogus  about  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  twenty  dollars 
($420,  and  which  said  bond  accompanies  this  specification;)  and,  further, 
that  said  lot  so  purchased  by  said  McConnel  from  said  Fogus  is  situated 
immediately  south  of  and  adjoining  a  tract  of  land  through  which  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad  is  now  permanently  located;  and  which  said 
tract  of  land  was  condemned  and  the  same  purchased  by  said  McConnel 
for  the  use  of  the  State  of  Illinois  for  railroad  purposes,  to  wit,  for  erec- 
tion thereon  of  a  depot,  engineer's  office,  and  other  needful  buildings,  as 
appendages  to  said  Northern  Cross  railroad,  and  construction  thereon  of 
said  Northern  Cross  railroad;  and  which  said  purchase  of  lot  number 
seven  (7)  of  said  Fogus  was  made  by  said  McConnel  for  his  own  private 
use  and  benefit,  and  after  said  McConnel  had  been  appointed  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  and  before  said  Northern  Cross 
railroad  had  been  permanently  located  through  said  town  of  Jackson- 
ville, and  the  same  publicly  made  known;  all  of  which  actings  and  doings 
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on  the  part  of  said  McConnel  in  purchasing  said  lot  number  seven  (7)  as 
aforesaid  were  in  direct  violation  of  the  47th  section  of  "An  act  to  es- 
tablish and  maintain  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement."  And 
which  additional  specification  to  the  first  charge  preferred  by  me  against 
said  Murray  McConnel,  Commissioner  aforesaid,  can  be  substantiated  by 
one  witness,  to  wit,S.  C.  Fogus,  and  the  purchase  bond  of  said  property, 
herewith  submitted,  and  map  of  the  town  of  Jacksonville  also  submitted. 
Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  this  21st  day  of  January,  1839,  at  Vandalia. 
A.  BROCKENBROUGH,  [seal.] 

Accuser  of  M.  McConnel. 

We  also  present  the  answer  of  Mr.  Brockenbrough  to  an  interrog- 
atory propounded  to  him  by  Mr.  McConnel,  as  evincing  his  object  in 
bringing  forward  the  charges. 

"  Answer  of  A.  Brockenbrough:  "I  believed  Mr.  McConnel  had  been 
guilty  of  numerous  derelictions  of  duty,  as  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Works,  and  felt  that  my  own  interests  had  been  sacrificed  by  his 
misconduct;  and  l  never  would  have  complained  against  him  had  he  not 
have  been  a  candidate  for  re-election  to  the  office  of  Commissioner,  of 
which  I  was  convinced  he  had  provod  himself  unworthy." 

It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  much  of  military  form  and  precision  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  charges  and  specifications  are  presented.  This 
probably  was  unnecessary ;  but,  as  the  charges  are  presented  in  that  shape, 
we  proceed  to  give  our  attention  to  them  as  they  are  presented. 

In  relation  to  the  first  charge  which  accuses  the  Commissioner  of  the 
first  judicial  circuit  with  having  entered  into  a  contingent  contract  for  the 
purchase  of  property,  in  Meredosia,  of  James  E.  and  Daniel  Waldo,  the 
following  facts  were  presented  to  the  committee:  A  bond  Was  produced 
purporting  to  be  executed  by  Mr.  McConnel  to  the  Waldos,  dated  the 
5th  January,  1S37;  in  which  he  agreed  that,  if  they  would  buy  out  Jo- 
seph Duncan's  interest,  or  part  of  it,  at  a  sum  not  exceeding  $25,000, 
he  would  take  at  least  one-third  of  the  purchase  at  cost.  There  is  also 
a  proviso  in  the  bond  permitting  Duncan  to  except  a  number  of  lots 
which  he  intended  to  donate  to  Illinois  college.  (See  copy  of  bond  in 
the  report.)  This  bond,  it  was  admitted,  was  executed  by  Mr.  McCon- 
nel. A  question  arose,  however,  as  to  the  time  it  was  executed.  The 
date  of  the  bond  is  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  internal  improvement  law, 
or  the  election  of  Commissioners.  James  E.  Waldo  testified  that  it  was 
executed  on  the  21st  of  April,  1837;  that  it  was  written  by  him,  and  was 
ante-dated  because,  in  a  contract  which  he  and  D.  Waldo  had  made  a 
short  time  previous  with  Mr.  McConnel  for  the  purchase  of  some  lots  in 
Meredosia,  he  had  been  requested  by  Mr.  McConnel  to  date  it  at  that 
time  in  January,  to  avoid  the  provision  of  the  47th  section  of  the  inter- 
nal improvement  law;  and  that  it  was  signed  by  Mr.  McConnel  after  a 
deliberate  examination  of  it,  and  some  days  after  the  trade  had  been 
first  made.  The  consent  of  Mr.  Waldo  to  aid  the  Commissioner  to  evade 
the  penal  provisions  of  law,  and  his  participation  in  that  act,  we  do  not 
consider  very  creditable  to  him  as  a  citizen;  yet,  after  a  lull  and  patient 
examination  of  all  the  testimony,  we  are  satisfied  that  his  statement  in 
this  matter  is  materially  correct.     Waldo  is  proved,  by  the  testimony  of 
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Mr.  Thompson,  to  have  been  in  Meredosia  on  the  5th  of  January.  Gov. 
Duncan  also  testifies  that  his  intention  to  donate  the  lots  to  Illinois  col- 
lege was  not  made  public  in  January,  nor  did  he  ever  mention  it  to  Mc- 
Connel  or  to  Waldo  uniil  he  made  the  purchase  of  him  in  March  or 
April,  1837.  Of  course,  then,  Mr.  McConnel  could  not  have  known  it 
so  as  to  have  put  it  into  the  contract  with  Waldo,  if  it  had  been  made  in 
January.  Besides  this,  Mr.  McConnel  did  not  attempt  to  bring  forward 
anj  evidence  to  show  that  he  had  made  any  contract  with  the  Waldos  in 
January,  or  had  even  seen  them  during  that  month. 

The  property  purchased  consisted  of  a  large  number  of  lots  situated  in 
the  upper  part  of  the  town  of  Meredosia.  Tne  Northern  Cross  railroad, 
as  first  located  in  that  town  in  the  spring  of  1837,  commenced  at  the  up- 
per part  of  the  town,  at  a  point  designated  by  Mr.  McConnel  and  pass- 
ed through  or  adjoining  some  of  the  lots  purchased  of  Duncan.  These 
facts  are  proven  by  January,  Pollock,  Bucklin,  and  others.  The  road 
continued  to  be  located  as  first  marked  out.  During  that  year  it  was 
staked  out,  und  work  done  on  it  by  the  contractors,  and  the  same  paid 
for  by  the  Commissioner.  There  seemed  to  be  dissatisfaction  with  the 
location,  however,  by  the  contractors,  and,  at  their  solicitation,  the  Com- 
missioner authorized  them  to  tell  the  chief  engineer  to  locate  it  where  he 
thought  best.  He  accordingly  changed  the  line  so  as  to  strike  the  Illi- 
nois river  much  lower  down.  This  last  line  was  worked  on,  and  the 
road  is  completed  on  this  location.  By  the  alteration  of  the  road,  no  part 
of  the  Waldo  purchase  touched  or  adjoined  the  railroad,  though  some  of 
it  is  within  a  kw  feet  of  the  road-,  but  the  greater  portion  of  it  was  situ- 
ated further  up  the  river.  With  this  last  location  the  Commissioner  was 
dissatisfied,  and  repeatedly  evinced  that  dissatisfaction  to  others.  One 
reason,  as  stated  by  some  of  the  witnesses,  was  thatjhe  considered  the 
upper  landing  as  the  best  for  steamboats. 

If  the  first  located  line  had  continued  to  remain  the  permanent  loca- 
tion, there  is  not  a  doubt  in  our  minds  that  it  would  have  been  a  direct 
violation  of  the  forty-seventh  section  of  the  internal  improvement  act, 
which  prohibits  Commissioners  from  purchasing  town  property  situated 
on  the  immediate  line  of  the  road.  As  to  the  effect  in  a  legal  point  of 
view,  which  the  subsequent  change  in  the  location  may  have  made,  we 
do  not  feel  it  incumbent  upon  us  to  give  an  opinion.  But  the  fact  of  the 
contract  with  the  Waldos  having  been  made  before  the  road  was  located, 
the  design  and  object  of  that  purchase,  and  the  ante-dating  of  the  bond, 
evince,  to  our  minds,  conclusive  evidence  of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  Commissioner  to  evade  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  internal  im- 
provement act,  if  he  has  not  in  reality  violated  its  very  letter,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  private  pecuniary  advantage. 

The  second  specification  of  the  first  charge  and  an  additional  one  con- 
nected with  the  same  subject,  and  which  relate  to  a  purchase,  made  by 
Mr.  McConnel  of  J.  E.  and  I).  Waldo,  of  four  lots  in  Merdosia,  were 
not  investigated,  because  the  lots  were  shown  not  to  be  adjoining  to  and 
on  the  immediate  line  of  the  railroad. 

One  o(  the  charges  also  in  relation  to  the  railrcad  iron,  and  improper 
commissions  charged  thereon  by  the  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co., 
was  stricken  out  by  the  committee,  because,  in  their  opinion,  it  was  a 
matter  which  solely  concerned  the  contractors  and  the  commission  house, 
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and  one  in  which  the  State  had  no  interest.  There  is  another  charge 
on  the  same  subject  which  was  not  examined,  on  account  of  the  absence 
of  the  witnesses  at  the  time  the  committee  were  prepared  to  go  into  that 
investigation.  Several  affidavits  however  were  procured  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Connel  from  James  Dunlap  and  H.  Van  Syckel,  which  appear  to  exon- 
erate him  from  any  thing  improper  in  the  transaction.  Not  having  heard 
all  the  testimony,  however,  which  was  referred  to  to  sustain  the  charge, 
we  do  not  give  any  opinion  of  the  correctness  or  falsity  of  the  charge. 

As  it  regards  the  charge  about  the  location  of  the  Naples  branch,  so 
as  to  make  it  on  a  route  longer  than  the  one  recommended  by  the  chief 
engineer,  and  more  costly  than  the  one  recommended,  by  $18,000,  we 
would  state  that  it  is  decidedly  our  opinion  that  the  Commissioner  acted 
improperly  in  selecting  the  longest  location  contrary  to  the  advice  of  the 
principal  engineer.  'It  is  true  there  are  some  contradictory  statements 
and  calculations;  for  instance,  the  one  made  by  the  appraisers,  who  assess 
the  damages  for  the  right  of  way  for  a  road  of  two  and  a  half  miles,  and 
over  smooth  and  unimproved  prairie  (the  owners  of  which  land  they  do 
not  know)  at  $5,000;  whilst  it  is  stated  by  the  engineer  that  the  right  of 
way  ought  not  to  cost  any  thing,  "as  the  line  intersects  no  town  lots,  and 
passes  through  no  enclosed  grounds."  There  is  also  another  item  in  the 
amount  of  expense  which  the  Commissioner  calculated  would  ensue  if 
the  short  route  was  adopted;  that  is — "pay  for  work  done  upon  the  old 
route"  by  the  Naples  Railroad  Company,  "and  lose  it,"  $16,000.  This 
sum  appears  quite  large  when  we  contrast  the  fact  that  this  same  work 
was  afterwards  estimated  by  the  engineers  of  the  State,  when  the  Com- 
missioner ordered  the  road  to  be  located  on  that  line,  at  less  than  $3,000. 
There  is  still  another  item  of  $2,850  estimated  for  right  of  way  over  un- 
improved land  belonging  in  part  to  the  owners  and  controllers  of  the  Na- 
ples Railroad  Company,  which  might  appear  to  be  large,  were  it  not 
for  the  fact  that  it  was  shown  to  us  that  this  same  land  was  owned  joint- 
ly by  the  owners  of  this  railroad  and  the  Commissioner,  who  was  of 
course  well  qualified  to  judge  of  the  disadvantages  to  which  the  land  was 
subjected  by  the  Northern    Cross  railroad  passing  over  it. 

We  would  refer  to  the  correspondence  between  the  Commissioner  and 
the  chief  engineer  on  this  subject,  as  giving  all  the  testimony  necessary 
to  sustain  our  opinion.  It  does  appear  to  us  that  there  is  evidently 
evinced  an  overweening  disposition  to  favor  the  Naples  Railroad  Com- 
pany, from  some  cause  or  other,  rather  than  to  protect  exclusively  the 
interest  of  the  State. 

The  third  charge  is  the  violation  of  the  fiftieth  section  of  the  internal 
improvement  act,  in  not  obtaining  the  relinquishment  of  the  right  of  way 
of  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company  before  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad  was  located  down  Wolf  run.  This  section  of  the  law  is 
very  vague  in  its  provisions.  Its  intention  and  meaning  doubtless  were 
to  make  it  obligatory  on  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  obtain  releases 
from  all  incorporated  companies  who  might  claim  damages  of  the  State 
for  interfering  with  their  right  of  way.  As  this  company  had  the  right 
of  constructing  their  road  down  Wolf  run  by  their  charter,  it  does  seem 
to  us  to  have  been  the  duty  of  the  Commissioner  to  have  obtained  the 
relinquishment  of  the  company  before  any  work  was  done  on  the  route 
down  Wolf  run.     His  neglect  to  do  this  has  enabled  this  company  to 
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claim  of  the  State  the  construction  of  the  lateral  branch  to  Naples,  or 
heavy  damages  for  constructing  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  over  the 
Wolf  run  route. 

Another  lengthy  charge  connected  with  this  branch  of  the  investiga- 
tion is,  improper  conduct  in  locating  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  down 
Wolf  run,  which,  it  is  alleged  in  the  charge,  was  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
State,  and  to  the  personal  advantage  of  the  Commissioner.  There  was 
no  evidence  adduced  before  the  committee  showing  that  Mr.  McCon- 
nel  had  attempted  to  influence  the  engineers  in  the  survey  of  the  route, 
or  in  the  location  line  recommended  by  them.  There  are  some  facts 
which  were  elicited  during  the  investigation  to  which  it  may  be  proper 
to  allude. 

The  distance  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia,  by  the  travelled  route, 
is  twenty  miles;  and  the  distance  from  Jacksonville  to  Naples,  by  the 
travelled  road,  is  about  twenty-two  miles;  the  distance  between  Na- 
ples and  Meredosia  about  six  miles.  The  length  of  the  Northern  Cross 
road  on  the  located  line  down  Wolf  run,  between  Jacksonville  and 
Meredosia.  is  above  twenty-four  miles;  and  the  distance  from  the  same 
place  to  Naples,  by  the  same  road  and  the  lateral  branch,  is  about 
twenty-two  miles.  If  the  road  from  Jacksonville  to  Meredosia  had  been 
located  on  either  of  the  shorter  routes  it  would  not  have  passed  within 
five  miles  of  Naples.  As  it  is,  it  now  runs  within  two  and  a  third  miles 
of  that  place.  There  was  evidence  before  the  committee  from  the  re- 
port of  the  engineers  that  the  Wolf  run  was  the  cheapest  route  at  the 
grade  at  which  they  were  directed  to  locate  the  road.  The  grade  to 
which  that  part  of  the  Northern  Cross  road  between  Jacksonville  and 
Meredosia  is  located,  is  forty  feet  to  the  mile.  In  answer  to  a  question 
propounded  to  Mr.  Bucklin,  the  chief  engineer  of  the  district,  he  states 
that,  if  the  grade  had  been  raised  to  fifty  feet  to  the  mile,  it  would  have 
saved  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the  State,  and  have  shortened 
the  distance  three  miles  between  those  places.  This  route  would  not 
have  gone  down  Wolf  run,  or  been  within  five  miles  of  Naples.  Why 
it  was  not  thought  expedient  to  raise  the  grade  to  fifty  feet*  to  the  mile, 
we  are  not  informed.  The  grade  fixed  for  the  location  of  roads  by  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  at  their  first  meeting  was  thirty  feet  to  the  mile. 
This  grade  was  varied  from  in  the  location,  and  in  some  instances  it  was 
changed  to  seventy-five  feet  to  the  mile,  as  in  the  Pekin  and  Tremont 
road,  and  on  the  Northern  Cross  road  immediately  opposite  to  Mere- 
dosia. It  does  appear  to  us  that  the  grade  should  have  been  altered  to 
save  the  large  sum  of  $100,000,  as  the  road  would  still  be  useful  for 
locomotives. 

It  is  here  perhaps  proper  to  state  that  the  Commissioner  admitted  he 
owned  an  interest  in  a  warehouse  and  part  of  a  lot  in  Naples,  in  which 
the  firm  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee  &  Co.  were  doing  business;  but  it  was 
not  shown  that  he  had  any  other  property  in  that  place.  The  President 
of  the  Naples  Railroad  Company  also  testified  that  Mr.  McConnel  did  not 
own  any  interest  whatever  in  said  railroad.  The  only  interest  which  the 
Commissioner  was  shown  to  possess,  was  an  undivided  eighth  part  of  a  tract 
of  land  on  which  Morgan  city  was  laid  out,  and  which  consisted  of  four 
or  five  thousand  acres  of  land.  This  tract  is  owned  by  Collins  and  Les- 
lie, the  owners  of  the  Naples  railroad,  and  Mr.  McConnel,  and  perhaps 
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others,  and  is  situated  in  the  valley  of  Wolf  run,  and  contiguous  thereto; 
and  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  as  now  located  passes  through  it,  and 
near  it,  for  above  two  miles.  It  was  in  evidence  that  Mr.  McConnel 
purchased  this  interest  in  1836,  before  he  was  elected  Commissioner; 
and  that  he  sold  the  same,  in  the  summer  or  fall  of  1838,  to  Charles 
Collins. 

The  reason  offered  for  constructing  the  lateral  branch  to  Naples  on 
the  route  of  the  road  begun  by  the  Naples  Railroad  Companj,  was  be- 
cause of  the  large  amount  of  damages  claimed  by  said  company  of  the 
State  for  occupying  their  right  of  way  down  Wolf  run.  It  appeared  in 
evidence  that  the  two  owners  and  controllers  of  that  company,  Messrs. 
Collins  and  Leslie,  were  contractors  on  the  Northern  Cross  road  between 
Jacksonville  and  Meredosia,  and  that,  soon  after  the  contract  was  let  out 
in  July,  1S37,  they  commenced  work  on  said  road  in  Wolf  run.  Sub- 
sequently, they  sold  out  their  contract  after  a  large  amount  of  work 
was  done  on  that  part  of  the  road,  and  then  they  claimed  damages  of  the 
State  for  constructing  the  Northern  Cross  road  over  the  very  ground 
which  they  themselves  had  worked.  This  appears  to  us  as  evincing 
rather  a  disposition  to  make  a  profit  out  of  the  State,  which  should  have- 
been  wholly  discountenanced  by  the  Commissioner. 

As  to  the  charge  that  the  Commissioner  had  paid  the  engineers  for 
their  claims  on  the  State  in  promissory  notes  instead  of  cash,  we  refer  to 
the  testimony  of  Mr.  Bucklin  and  Mr.  Von  Horn,  who  substantiate  the 
fact  of  payment  being  made  to  ihem  in  promissory  notes  instead  of  cash. 
It  is  not  shown  that  the  State  lost  any  thing  by  this  transaction;  but  the 
practise  we  feel  constrained  to  say  is  pernicious,  and  if  persisted  in,  or 
practised  to  a  large  extent,  will  tend  to  make  engineers  and  contractors 
claim  greater  sums  from  the  State  for  their  services  than  they  would  do 
if  they  were  paid  in  cash.  There  is  nothing  imperative  in  the  internal 
improvement  act  on  this  subject,  and  it  cannot  therefore  be  considered 
a  violation  of  law,  but  it  is  a  precedent  which  we  think  should  not  be 
allowed  or  countenanced  in  those  entrusted  with  the  disbursement  of 
large  amounts  of  public  money. 

Another  charge  is,  that  the  Commissioner  offered  to  give  to  Daniel 
Waldo  the  construction  of  a  depot  opposite  to  Meredosia  on  the  Nor- 
thern Cross  road,  if  he  would  give  up  the  bond  executed  to  the  Waldos 
for  the  purchase  of  the  property  mentioned  in  the  first  charge.  For  the 
proof  on  this  point,  we  refer  to  the  evidence  of  Daniel  Waldo,  who  fully 
sustains  this  charge  of  the  offer,  although  the  contract  was  never  exe- 
cuted. Daniel  VValdo  says  it  was  because  we  could  *not  get  the  con- 
tract from  his  brother  James;  and  Mr.  McConnel,  in  a  letter  on  file,  writ- 
ten some  time  after  the  first  conversation  on  that  subject,  says  he  did  not 
then  want  the  depot  erected,  as  the  engineers  reported  it  would  not  be 
wanted  immediately. 

The  charge  cf  presenting  double  vouchers  to  the  Board  of  Fund  Com- 
missioners was  not  examined,  as  Col.  Mather  (the  principal  witness  re- 
lied on  to  sustain  the  charge)  was  not  in  Vandalia  at  the  time  the  com- 
mittee were  prepared  to  investigate  that  subject. 

One  other  charge  is  about  the  purchase  of  a  small  steamboat  from 
Charles  Collins  to  survey  the  Illinois  river.  There  are  different  state- 
ments as  to  the  probable  value  of  the  boat.  One  of  the  witnesses  thought 
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the  hull  to  be  worth  not  more  than  two  hundred  dollars,  but  he  did  not 
know  what  the  engine  was  worth.  Two  other  witnesses  (Mr.  Collins 
and  Mr.  Leslie)  prove  that  the  boat  was  well  worth  the  sum  which  was 
to  have  been  paid  for  it — $2,500,  and  that  it  was  well  suited  for  the  use 
for  which  it  was  designed.  The  contract  for  it  was  a  conditional  one, 
and  the  purchase  was  to  be  valid,  provided  Collins  put  a  cabin  on  the 
boat,  and  titted  it  up  in  six  or  seven  days,  so  that  it  would  be  accepted 
by  the  engineers.  This  is  proven  by  Mr.  Leslie.  Collins  failed  to  get 
the  boat  in  readiness,  and  the  Commissioner  refused  to  receive  the  boat. 
It  is  proved  also,  by  both  Collins  and  Leslie,  that  Collins  never  did' re- 
ceive any  money  on  the  contract. 

The  only  thing  which  appears  improper  in  this  transaction,  so  far  as 
proof  was  before  us,  is  this:  that,  at  the  time  of  making  the  contract  with 
Collins,  the  Commissioner  took  a  receipt  from  him  for  §2,500,  for  the 
amount  of  the  boat.  Although  this  amount  was  never  paid  over,  yet  we 
found,  on  the  abstract  of  payments  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Fund  Com- 
missioners, made  by  Mr.  McConnel  during  the  month  of  September, 
1838, -an  entry  to  this  effect: 

"To  amount  paid  Charles  ^Collins  for  small  steamboat,  .$2,500." 

At  the  foot  of  the  abstract  for  that  month  is  a  certificate,  written  and 
signed  by  the  Commissioner,  that  the  foregoing  abstract  was  a  correct 
account  of  the  money  paid  out  by  him  during  the  month  of  September, 
1838.  The  Commissioner  was  accordingly  credited  with  this  amount, 
and  it  remained  uncorrected  until  some  time  in  December,  1838;  when 
the  Commissioner,  in  making  out  his  abstract,  charged  himself  with  this 
amount  of  $*4,500,  and  withdrew  the  receipt  signed  by  Collins  for  the 
amount  of  the  boat.  As  the  contract  was  made  about  the  12th  Septem- 
ber, and  was  to  have  been  fulfilled  in  six  or  seven  days,  and  as  there  was 
no  money  paid  on  it,  it  does  appear  to  us  to  have  been  highly  improper 
to  have  charged  the  State  with  it,  and  thus  enable  himself  to  retain  this 
amount  in  his  hands  for  months  which  he  had  never  paid  out. 

The  last  charge  on  which  we  have  to  report' is,  that  of  the  purchase 
of  a  lot  in  Jacksonville,  of  S.  C.  Fogus,  on  the  immediate  line  of  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad;  which  purchase  was  stated  to  be  made  prior  to 
the  location  of  said  road  being  publicly  made  known. 

The  Commissioner  had  a  piece  of  ground  condemned  for  railroad  pur- 
poses in  Jacksonville,  being  nearly  square,  and  containing  about  an  acre. 
On  this  he  had  erected  a  railroad  office,  a  stable  or  engine-house.  The 
Northern  Cross  road  is  located  through  this  lot,  and  a  depot  is  proposed 
io  be  erected  on  it.  The  lot  purchased  by  Mr.  McConnel  of  Fogus  ad- 
joins this  railroad  lot,  as  was  proved  by  Gov.  Duncan,  Mr.  Bucklin,  and 
Mr.  Fogus.  It  was  purchased  a  few  days  before  the  location  of  the  road 
was  made  public;  and  Fogus  testified  that,  if  he  had  known  the  road  was 
to  be  located  where  it  was,  he  would  not  have  taken  the  price  he  ob- 
tained for  the  land.  It  does  appear  to  cs  that  this  charge  is  fully  sus- 
tained, and  that  the  Commissioner  has  been  guilty  of  an  entire  vi  lation 
of  the  provisions  of  the  forty-seventh  section  of  the  internal  improvement 
act  in  making  this  purchase. 

We  have  thus  gone  through  with  the   charges  made  against  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  first  circuit,  and  now  leave  the  facts  and  opinions  here 
presented  to  the  Legislature  for  its  consideration* 
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The  committee  was  also  requested  by  John  Murray  to  inquire  whether 
the  Commissioner  of  the  second  judicial  circuit,  Gov.  Kinney,  had  not 
violated  the  eighteenth  section  of  the  internal  improvement  act,  in 
changing  the  location  of  the  Great  Western  mail  route  in  Belleville,  and 
at  other  points. 

It  was  admitted  that  the  location  of  the  road  had  been  changed  in 
Belleville,  and  at  various  other  points;  and  we  are  not  prepared  to  say 
that  the  Commissioner  had  not  the  right  to  make  the  changes,  if  he  was 
satisfied- from  the  report  of  competent  engineers,  that  the  road  might  be 
changed  with  advantage  to  the  interest  of  the  State,  and  with  conveni- 
ence to  the  public.  In  relation  to  the  change  made  in  Belleville,  it  ap- 
pears, from  papers  presented  to  the  committee,  that  it  was  called  for  by 
a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  town,  and  was  of  public  utility. 

The  question  was  incidentally  raised  on  this  investigation,  whether  a 
Commissioner  had  the  right  to  change  the  location  of  a  road  to  a  more 
costly  one,  when  private  citizens  agreed  to  make  up  the  deficiency  of 
cost  between  the  two  locations. 

It  appears  to  us  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  improper  to  sanction 
such  a  practice,  as  it  must  necessarily  have  a  tendency  to  make  private 
citizens  bid  against  each  other  for  the  location  of  routes,  and  will  also 
leave  a  discretionary  power  of  changing  and  altering  routes  to  suit  pri- 
vate views  rather  than  public  convenience,  with  which  it  would  be  alto- 
gether improper  to  entrust  any  public  officer. 

'  The  charges  made  against  Gov.  Kinney  did  not  imply  that  he  had 
been  guilty  of  corruption,  but  he  was  exonerated  of  that  by  the  person 
requesting  the  inquiry,  who  thought  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  law  had 
been  violated  by  an  improper  interpretation. 

Charges  were  also  brought  forward,  by  a  letter  from  E.  Harkness, 
against  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  road,  and  the 
Commissioner  present  at  the  lettings  of  said  road  made  on  the  17th  day 
of  April.  183S,  for  improper  conduct  in  not  giving  the  work  to  the  lowest 
responsible  bidder. 

Another  charge  was  presented  to  the  committee,  from  James  Oakey 
and  Egbert  Dewey,  against  A.  R.  Parker,  resident  engineer  on  the 
Quincy  and  Meredosia  railroad,  for  "incompetency" — "neglect  of  duty" — 
"blindly  yielding  the  unwarrantable  demands  of  individuals  for  work 
under  contract,  without  regard  to  rights  and  interest  of  the  State" — 
"making  false  returns  of  bills  of  expenses" — and  "a  course  of  conduct 
to  assistant  engineers  insulting  and  dishonorable." 

These  several  charges  did  not  reach  the  committee  until  at  a  late  pe- 
riod of  (he  session,  and  consequently  no  proceedings  were  had  on  them. 

We  have  thus  alluded  to  the  various  charges  presented  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  committee. 

There  are  many  facts  and  inferences  to  be  drawn  from  the  result  of 
the  investigation,  to  which  reference  might  be  made  with  advantage, 
were  it  not  that  the  variety  of  the  charges  presented  before  ushas  drawn 
this  report  to  a  much  greater  length  than  we  anticipated. 

In  concluding  our  report,  after  the  most  arduous  and  perplexing  in- 
vestigation ever  before  made  in  this  State,  we  may  be  permitted  to  re- 
irark  that,  although  the  State  has  been  run  to  some  expense  in  sending 
for  witnesses  required  by  the  person  bringing  the   charges,  and  by  the 
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party  accused;  yet  we  cannot  but  hope  and  believe  that  it  will  have  a 
Salutary  effect  upon  public  officers  hereafter,  who  will  thus  see  that  their 
official  conduct  will  be  investigated,  and  improprieties  or  corruption  ex- 
posed, although  the  investigation  may  cost  the  State  some  money,  and 
the  members  of  the  committee  much  labor  and  responsibilty.  We  trust, 
however,  that  an  occasion  for  such  an  investigation  may  not  again  occur 
for  an  indefinite  series  of  years. 

All  which  is  respectfullv  submitted. 

O.  H.  BROWNING, 
W.  W.  ROMAN, 
JOHN  J.  HARDIN, 


REPORTS 


TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 


III.  Legis.  >  H.  R.  S  HTH  Assbm. 


REPORT 


INSPECTORS  OF  THE  PENITENTIARY. 


December,  8,  1838. 
Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


To  the   General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

The  inspectors  of  the  penitentiary  appointed  by  the  last  General  As- 
sembly met  at  the  penitentiary  on  the  11th  of  March,  1837,  were  duly 
sworn  into  office,  and  formed  a  board  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

On  the  application  of  the  warden  of  the  penitentiary,  Jacob  C.  Bruner, 
the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars  sixty-two  and  a  half 
cents  was  paid  to  him  for  the  balance  due  him,  as  appeared  by  the  set- 
tlement made  with  him  by  the  former  board  of  inspectors,  up  to  the  22d 
November,  1836. 

On  the  18th  of  March,  1838,  the  warden,  J.  C.  Bruner,  presented  hk 
account  current  of  receipts  and  expenditures  from  22d  November,  1836, 
up  to  the  16th  March,  inst.,  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  receipts  had 
been  $84  78,  and  the  expenditures  $563  91;  and  trie  sum  of  $400  was 
paid  to  him,  leaving  a  balance  of  $79  13,  to  be  adjusted  and  paid  when 
fthe  warden  shall  have  rendered  an  account  of  work  that  the  convicts 
had  done  for  an  individual  who  was  then  absent,  and  could  not  be  adjust- 
ed. The  further  sum  of  ten  dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents  was  paid  to 
said  J.  C.  Bruner,  tor  glass,  hinges,  and  nails,  which  he  had  furnished  for 
the  penitentiary. 

On  the  11th  of  April,  it  was  ordered  by  the  inspectors  that  contracts 
should  be  made  for  the  building  of  a  guard-room  adjoining  the  peniten- 
tiary and  the  warden's  officp,  so  as  to  enclose  the  entrance  doors  to  the 
prison,  warden's  office,  and  yard;  which  was  accordingly  done  under  the 
direction  of  Samuel  C.  Pierce,  one  of  the  inspectors,  and  the  sum  of 
$600  paid  for  said  work. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  the  inspectors  visited  the  penitentiary  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiring  into  the  cause  of  the  escape  of  four  of  the  convicts 
soon  after  the  possession  of  the  penitentiary  was  taken  by  the  newly  ap- 
pointed warden,  B.  S.  Enloe.  After  a  thorough  examination,  the  inspec- 
tors were  of  opinion  that  the  cause  of  the  said  convicts  escaping,  was 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  warden;  and  a  statement  to  that  effect 
was  made  and  sent  to  the  Governor. 


On  the  third  day  of  May,  the  inspectors  made  an  examination  and  ac 
justment  of  certain  accounts  that  were  left  unsettled  by  the  forme 
board  of  inspectors. amounting  to  $156  79,  which  had  been  contracted  b; 
Stinson  H.  Anderson,  late  warden.  They  received  satisfactory  evidenc 
that  $84  66  of  the  above  amount  was  justly  chargeable  to  the  State 
which  amount  was  immediately  paid  to  the  respective  claimants. 

Dr.  B.  K.  Hart  was  appointed  physician  to  aitend  upon  the  convicts 
at  the  salary  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  year,  to  give  his  attendance  a 
all  times  when  called  upon  by  the  warden  or  other  officers  of  the  pen 
tentiary,  and  to  be  allowed  50  cents  for  bleeding,  and  50  cents  for  es 
trading  teeth, 'and  a  reasonable  charge  for  medicines. 

On  the  20th  of  May,  1S37,  the  inspectors  made  a  final  settlement  c 
the  accounts  of  the  late  warden,  J.  C.  Bruner,  up  to  the  14th  of  Apri 
at  which  time  he  delivered  up  the  penitentiary  to  his  successor,  an 
found  the  sum  of  $140  36  to  be  the  balance  due  him  up  to  that  timcj 
which  was  accordingly  paid  him. 

On  the  18th  day  of  August,  1837,  the  possession  of  the  penitentiary  we! 
delivered  over  by  the  late  warden,  B.  S.  Enloe,  to  the  inspectors  in  ad 
cordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  at  tbJ 
called  session,  in  July,  1837,  when  the  board  of  inspectors  appointed  J 
R.  Woods,  one  of  the  inspectors,  their  agent,  to  take  charge  of  the  peij 
itentiary,  and  to  superintend  the  same  and  the  convicts  then  in,  and  a] 
matters  relating  thereto,  until  such  time  as  said  inspectors  may  appoint  j 
superintendent  of  said  penitentiary;  and  the  "aid  agent  was  empowerc 
to  procure  the  necessary  guard  to  keep  the  convicts  safe  that  were  cor 
fined  therein. 

Oa  the  19th  and  21st  of  August,  the  inspectors  met  at  the  penitentiarj 
to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  late  warden.  By  the  late  wal 
den's  report  and  account  current  from  the  15th  of  April,  1837,  to  m 
18th  of  August,  inclusive.it  appeared  that  bills  and  accounts  against  tq 
prison  to  the  amount  of  $322  75  had  been  paid  by  said  warden;  to  ine« 
which  he  had  received  from  the  contingent  fund  $275,  leaving  a  balanc 
due  him  of  $47  75,  which  was  paid  to  him.  The  late  warden  also  lai] 
before  the  inspectors  bills  and  accounts  against  the  prison,  which  had  nc 
been  paid,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $353  73,  showing  that  the  contingei 
expenses  of  the  penitentiary  from  15th  April,  1837,  to  18th  of  Augusj 
1837,  were  $676  48.  Said  report  also  shows  a  credit  to  the  State  of  12 
yards  of  pounded  stone  on  hand,  worth  $122 — also,  the  making  of  8 
pork  barrels,  at  50  cents  each,  in  all  $162 — leaving  a  deficit  against  trj 
prison  of  $514  48.  The  sum  of  $353  73  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  thl 
agent  to  pay  said  claims  when  railed  for  by  those  who  were  entitled  fl 
receive  it,  and  to  take  their  receipts  for  the  same,  which  was  duly  attem 
ed  to  by  said  agent  of  the  inspectors. 

On  the  1st  September,  1837,  John  K.  Woods  was  appointed,  by  tl: 
board  of  inspectors,  superintendent  of  the  penitentiary  during  the  pie 
sure  of  the  inspectors;  the  said  superintendent  to  perform  the  same  dij 
ties  in  regard  to  the  reception,  working,  and  safe-keeping  of  the  convict 
as  were  incumbent  upon  the  warden  previous  to  the  passage  of  the  a< 
of  the  special  session  of  i\\e  General  Assembly  of  July,  1837,  aboli-iiir 
the  office  of  warden,  and  authorizing  the  inspectors  to  appoint  a  supej 


intendent,  and  that  he  sliall  act  under  the  direction  of  the  inspectors,  in 
the  working  and  treatment  of  the  convicts  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws 
of  the  State;  and  that  the  s;iid  superintendent,  before  entering  upon  the 
duties  of  said  office,  shall  take  the  oath  of  office  as  required  by  the  consti- 
tution of  the  State;  and  that  his  salary  shall  beat  the  rale  of  eight  hun- 
dred dollars  a  year. 

There  being  no  suitable  room  for  the  convicts  in  which  to  eat  their 
meals,  the  warden  was  directed  to  put  up  such  a  building  as  was  needed 
for  that  use,  making  the  convicts  do  as  much  of  the  labor  as  possible.  A 
building  one  story  in  height,  18  by  40  feet,  was  erected  and  finished  for 
that  purpose  by  the  warden. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  1837,  the  inspectors  ordered. that  notice  be 
published  in  the  Alton  Spectator  and  Telegraph,  that  proposals  would  be 
received  by  the  inspectors  until  the  10th  November  next,  for  the  erection 
of  thirty-two  additional  cells  to  the  penitentiary  of  the  like  materials 
and  workmanship  of  those  already  erected — also  to  extend  the  prison- 
house  so  as  to  enclose  the  same. 

On  the  10th  November,  1837,  the  inspectors  proceeded  to  open  the 
proposals  for  the  building  of  the  addition  to  the  prison,  cells,  &c.  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  and  specifications  exhibited  by  the  inspectors  to  the  bid- 
ders; when  it  appeared  that  Caswell  &  Whittaker's  bid  was  the  lowest 
offered;  which  was  accepted,  and  a  contract  entered  into  by  them  to  lay 
ihe  foundation  of  the  cells  and  building  upon  the  solid  rock,  at  the  rate 
6f  two  dollars  per  perch,  the  convicts  to  dig  out  the  earth  for  the  founda- 
tion; and  the  sum  of  eleven  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one  dol- 
lars and  eighty-five  cents  for  the  other  work  complete,  to  correspond 
with  the  other  cells.  An  extra  door  in  the  exterior  wall  was  ordered  to 
be  made  by  the  inspectors,  similar  to  the  cell  doors,  but  of  larger  dimen- 
sions, which  was  done  according  to  their  directions,  and  the  sum  of  $160 
allowed  therefor;  and  the  inspectors  agreed  to  pay  the  said  Caswell  & 
Hfhittaker  seventy-five  per  cent,  on  the  work  as  it  progressed,  and,  when 
^completed,  to  pay  them  the  twenty-five  percent,  reserved  for  the  faith- 
ful performance  of  the  contract;  and  there  has  been  paid  to  said  Cas- 
well &  Whittaker  the  sum  of  eight  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
jone  dollars,  leaving  a  balance  of  three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty- 
pine  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents,  to  be  paid  when  the  work  is  completed, 
(which  will  be  done  in  a  few  days)  and  which  will  be  in  full  for  their 
"contract. 

On  the  26th  day  of  May,  1837,  the  inspectors  (in  office  at  that  time) 
^purchased  a  draft  of  the  county  commissioners  of  Madison  county,  for 
[the  sumof  three  thousand  dollars,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  often  per 
[cent,  per  annum,  drawn  by  the  county  commissioners,  on  Messrs.  John 
jM.  Krum,  Charles  W.  Hunter,  Alfred  Cowles,  Robert  Smith,  John  Ho- 
Igan  &  Co.,  Aldrich  &  BurTam,  Clawson  &  Cock,  Nathaniel  Buckmaster, 
|J.  A.  Townsend,  Jacob  C.  Bruner,  Cock  and  Fifield,  2nd  Stephen  Griggs, 
jand  accepted  by  them,  payable,  five  days  after  demand  made,  at  the  Al- 
[ton  Branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois;  and  on  the  4th  of  August,  1837, 
[the  inspectors  purchased  another  draft  of  said  county  commissioners  of 
pMadison  county,  for  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  bearing  the  same 
prate  of  interest,  drawn  by  said  commissioners  on  Messrs.  John  M.  Krum, 


Alfred  Cowles,  Thomas  G.  Hawlev,  Nathaniel  Buckmaster,  Henry  Ev- 
ans. M.  VV.  Carrol,  B.  K.  Hart,  George  Heaton,  B.  I.  Gilman,  A.  C. 
Hankinson,  William  Martin,  and  George  T.  M.  Davis,  and  accepted  by 
them,  payable  at  the  Alton  Branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois.  The, 
acceptors  of  the  above  drafts  have  been  called  upon  for  payment,  the 
money  being  wanted  to  pay  Messrs.  Caswell  and  Whjttaker  for  their 
work  enlarging  the  penitentiary,  but  they  have  not,  as  yet,  paid  the  same. 
They  say  that  they  accepted  the  drafts  to  enable  the  county  commission- 
ers (who  had  no  funds  at  their  disposal)  to  build  a  bridge  across  Wood 
river,  which  had  been  swept  away  by  the  high  water,  and  one  across 
Shield's  branch;  that  the  whole  country  was  suffering  for  the  want  of 
said  bridges — they  being  on  the  mail  route  from  Carlyle  to  Alton,  as 
well  as  from  St.  Louis  through  Alton  to  the  upper  or  northern  part  of 
the  State;  that  the  maiis  and  lives  of  passengers  were  endangered  in 
crossing  Wood  river,  the  mails  being  swept  away  by  the  current,  and 
horses  in  the  stages  being  drowned,  &c.  &c;  that  they  expected  the 
county  would  be  in  funds  to  relieve  them  from  their  liability  on  the  drafts 
before  the  money  would  be  wanted  by  the  inspectors;  but  that  not  being 
the  case,  they  have  confidence  that,  by  a  fair  statement  of  the  facts,  the 
Legislature  will  relieve  them,  either  by  loaning  the  amount  to  the  coun- 
ty of  Madison,  or  by  making  an  appropriation  for  that  amount,  the  same 
having  been  expended  in  improving  that  part  of  the  great  western  mail 
route  between  Carlyle  and  Alton,  (after,  the  State  has  been  so  liberal 
in  improving  the  mail  route  from  Carlyle  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.)  The  inspec- 
tors certainly  can  have  no  objection,  and  they  would  respectfully  suggest 
whether,  under  the  circumstances,  it  would  not  be  right  and  expedient 
to  relieve  them  from  their  liabilities.  But  the  inspectors  do  not  feel 
justified  in  delaying  the  collection  of  the  drafts  any  longer.  A  demand 
has  therefore  been  made  at  the  bank,  and  the  acceptors  and  drawers 
will  be  protested,  so  as  to  bring  suit  on  them  at  the  January  term  of  the 
municipal  court  in  Alton.  Should  the  Legislature  be  disposed  to  do  any 
thing  in  relation  thereto,  immediate  action  on  the  subject  would  be  ne- 
cessary, that  the  proceedings  on  the  acceptances  might  be  stayed. 

By  the  inspectors'  report  made  to  the  Legislature,  December,  1S36,  it 
appears  that  there  was  in  bank  at  that   time,  to  their  credit,  the  sum  of 
sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars  and  eighty  three 
cents,  which  is  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner: 
Amount  in  bank  -  $16,598  83 

Amount  paid  J.  C.  Bruner  for  glass,  nails,  &c.  $10  37 

Amount  paid  James  Semple,  fee   for  services  in 

ejectment  suit  -  -  -  20  00 

Amount  paid  for  erecting  guard-room  -         600  00 

Amount  paid  for  dining  room  and  other  improve- 
ments .....      1,111  10 
Amount  paid   Caswell  &  Whittaker,  foundation 

of  prison,  extra  door-cells  and  prison-house, &c.      8,820  00 
Amount  loaned  to  the  contingent  fund  1,037  36 

Amount  paid  for  countv  commissioners'  drafts         5,000  00 

16,598  83 


By  the  above  it  will  be  observed  that  upwards  of  one  thousand  dollars 
of  the  building  fund  has  been  loaned  to  the  contingent  fund.  This  be- 
came absolutely  necessary,  owing  to  the  depression  in  all  kinds  of  busi- 
ness during  the  last  two  years,  and  the  impossibility  of  making  sales  of 
the  articles  manufactured  by  the  convicts.  By  the  warden's  report, 
hereunto  annexed,  giving  a  detailed  statement  of  all  the  contingent 
expenses  for  the  last  two  years,  it  appears  that  there  is  property  on  hand 
to  meet  the  above  loan,  or  for  other  purposes,  to  the  amount  of  $832, 
when  sales  can  be  effected.  It  will  likewise  be  seen  that  the  convicts 
are  of  very  considerable  expense  to  the  State,  and  will  continue  to  be,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  inspectors,  unless  a  change  of  policy  takes  place.  One 
great  source  of  evil  is  the  frequent  changing  of  the  wardens  or  superin- 
tendents. By  the  time  they  get  to  understand  the  management  of  the 
convicts  and  the  business  carried  on  in  the  prison,  their  time  expires. 
The  inspectors  are  of  opinion  that  the  best  interests  of  the  State  will  be 
promoted  by  leasing  the  whole  concern  to  some  tiusty  and  responsible 
person  for  six,  eight,  or  ten  years.  By  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  at  its 
special  session  in  July,  1837,  the  inspectors  were  authorized  to  lease 
out  the  penitentiary,  convicts,  &c. ;  but  as  they  had  no  authority  to  ex- 
tend the  time  beyond  the  two  years,  no  one  could  be  found  willing  to 
take  it,  and  clear  the  State  of  all  expense.  For  anj  one  to  clear  the 
expenses  of  the  convicts  by  their  own  labor,  they  must  be  learned  me- 
chanical trades,  which,  in  most  cases,  will  take  two  years  before  their 
labor  is  of  much  profit. 

The  plan  of  the  penitentiary  which  was  adopted  by  the  first  commis- 
sioners, Gov.  Bond,  Wm.  P.  McKee,  Esq.,  and  Dr.  Jayne,  is  such  an 
one  that,  until  completed,  will  be  very  insecure;  hence  the  reason,  in  a 
great  degree,  of  the  great  number  of  escapes.  According  to  the  plan 
adopted  by  the  first  commissioners,  it  will  probably  cost  fifty  or  sixty 
thousand  dollars  to  complete  the  same.  If  the  State  had  the  funds  at  its 
disposed,  it  would  no  doubt  be  the  best  policy,  as  to  the  saving  of  expense 
and  the  security  of  the  convicts,  to  have  it  completed  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible. There  are  now  fifty-six  cells,  and  it  is  very  probable  that  before 
the  next  two  years  end,  they  will  all  be  occupied.  It  would  then  seem 
to  be  necessary  that  an  appropriation  should  be  made  by  the  present 
Legislature  to  extend  the  prison,  in  the  event  that  it  should  become  ne- 
cessary to  do  so  before  the  next  Legislature  convenes.  By  the  original 
plan,  the  keeper's  house  was  to  be  built  in  front  of  the  prison,  and  would 
probably  cost  six  thousand  dollars,  which  has  not  as  yet  been  commenced. 
A  temporary  building  for  the  keeper  was  erected  inside  of  the  yard 
wall,  and  which  was  designed  for  a  hospital  for  the  sick,  whenever  the 
keeper's  house  should  be  built;  this  house  is  now  wanted  for  the  sick, 
and  some  provision  must  be  made  for  their  better  accommodation  another 
year,  or  their  lives  will  be  endangered  for  the  want  of  it.  We  should 
therefore  recommend  that  an  appropriation  for  the  building  the  keeper's 
house  be  made,  and  that  the  same  be  completed  as  speedily  as  possible, 
so  that  the  present  building  may  be  used  for  a  hospital,  according  to  the 
original  intention. 

The  report  of  the  superintendent  to  the  inspectors  is  attached,  and 
made  a  part  of  this  report,  together  with  the  report  of  the  physician  of 
the  prison,  &c.     By  the  warden's  report  it  will  be  observed  that  there 
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is  due  the  warden  or  superintendent,  the  sum  of  $565  63.  We  would 
suggest  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  an  appropiiation  being  made  to 
pay  the  superintendent  the  amount  due  him  at  as  early  a  day  as  con- 
venient. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

B.  F.  EDWARDS,      \  Inspectors  Penitentiary, 
ISAAC  PRICKETT,  \      State  of  Illinois. 
December  3,  1838. 


Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Illinois  Penitentiary  to  the  Inspectors. 
Messrs.  George  Smith,  B.  F.  Edwards,  and  I.  Prickett: 

Gentlemen:  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  appointment  of  super- 
intendent of  this  institution  on  the  18th  day  of  August,  1837,  from  which 
date  to  the  20th  November,  1838,  the  contingent  expenses  thereof  amount 
in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  of  $3,403  70,  incurred  for  the  purchase  of 
the  articles  enumerated  in  the  following  statement,  to  wit: 

Clothing,  (hats,  caps,  shoes,  and  materials    for  shoes   and 

clothes) $363  12 

Making  clothes          -             -             -             -             -  83  35 

Bedding,  cots,  and  cell  furniture       ...             -  199  63 

Meat  and  salt            ------  463  54 

Corn  meal     -            -            -             -             -             -  195  70 

Wheat  flour,  common  flour,  middlings  and  shorts      -             -  80  25 

Condemned  rice       -             .             -             -             -  10  26 

Potatoes,  beans,  turnips  and  other  vegeiables           -             -  72  57 

Corn  for  hominy       -             -             -             -             -             -  16  54 

Black  tea                    45  74 

Sugar  for  the  sick,  $7,  molasses  $20  52                    -            -  27  52 

Coffee,  rye,  and  wheat  for  coffee       -             -             -             -  26  21 

Wood            -             -             -             -             -             -  164  50 

Water           -             -             -            -             -             -  67  45 

Pepper  and  vinegar,  &c.                    -            -            -             -  5  27 

Tobacco        -             -             -             -             -             -             -  6  12 

Cooking  utensils,  and  eating-room  furniture               -             -  35  25 

Candles         ...             -             -             -             -  9  39 

Coopers  and  carpenters'  tools            -             -             -             -  72  80 

Tools  for  smith,  stone  cutters  and  quarry,  and  iron  for  do.  5S  43 

Chains  bought,  and  iron  for  making  chains  for  convicts         -  49  74 

Stone-coal  for  blacksmith  work         -             -             -             -  19  00 

Ammunition  and  arms  for  guards  (pistols)                  -             -  15  75 

Guard  hire 795  75 

Physician's  salary                   -             -             -             -             -  125  00 

Medicine,  including  physician's  extra  charges          -             -  41  85 

Tools  for  shoemaker  and  tailor          -             -              -             -  3  19 

Iron  and  steel  for  smith  work             -            .-             -             -  25  11 

Expenses  and  rewards  for  returned  convicts              -             -  87  00 

Paid  prisoners  discharged     -             -            -            -            -  55  25 


Powder  for  quarrying       -  -  -  -  -  $4  75 

Hauling  stone  into  yard  to  break  -  -  -  149  40 

Incidental  expenses,  drayage,  freight,  printing,  burying 
dead,  stationery,  postage,  and  superintendent's  expen- 
ses to  St.  Louis  for  cooper's  tools         -  -  -  2S  27 


$63  25 

-   7  00 

-  59  42 

-  26  50 

-  30  25 

-  19  50 

-  132  00 

-  187  50 

-  78  75 

-   6  50 

-  45  00 

-  23  43 

-  38  52 

The  contingent  expenses  of  the  penitentiary,  from  the 
22d  November,  1836,  to  the  14th  April,  1837,  under  the 
wardenship  of  Mr.  Jacob  C.  Bruner,  amount  in  the  aggre- 
gate, to  $717  62,  as  shown  by  the  following  list  of  items: 
Clothing,  and  making  do. 
Bedding 

Meat  .... 

Potatoes  .... 

Meal  .... 

Sugar,  tea,  &c.  - 

Wood  and  water  ... 

Guarding  - 

Medical  attendance         -  -  - 

Soap  and  candles  - 

Rewards  .... 

Powder,  printing  and  paints 
Stationery  and  incidentals 

The  contingent  expenses  of  the  penitentiary  from  the 
14th  April  to  the  17th  of  August,  1837,  amount  in  the  ag- 
gregate to  $676  48  as  shown  by  the  following  list  of 
items: 

Clothing  -  -  -  -  $75  52 

Making  clothes  and  shoes  -  -  -    42  00 

Bedding  and  cell  furniture  -  -  -     20  00 

Hats  and  shoes   -  -  -  -  -     36  25 

Coffee  and  sugar  -  -  -  -     10  00 

Meat  and  salt      -  -     •  -  -     77  62 

Meal  and  flour    -  -  -  -  -     53  20 

Wood  and  water  -  -  -  -     29  00 

Potatoes  and  beans  -  -  -  -     10  25 

Guard  hire  .....  157  5o 

Chains  for  convicts         -  -  "  -  -     53  50 

Medical  attendance         -  -  -  -     40  50 

Tea         -  -  -  -  .  -       6  00 

Incidental  expenses  for  printing,  and  sending 

to  Greene  county  for  a  supposed  convict         -     65  14 


3,403  70 


717  62 


676  48 

4,797  80 
Paid  expenses  to  Vandalia  for  a  copy  of  the  act 
relating    to    the    penitentiary,    passed   by 
special  session  of  the  Legislature        -  -  -  13  50 

4,811  30 
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It  appears  that,  at  the  last  settlement  of  the 
contingentaccountsof  the  penitentiary, there 
was  owing  to  individuals  on  bills  unsettled  by 
the  late  warden,  the  sum  of     -  -  -     $92  16 

And  to  J.  C.  Bruner  a  balance  of        -  -      791  62 


Making  -  .  .  .  -     883  78 

which  was  paid  out  of  the  three  thousand 

dollars  appropriated  for  contingencies  -  3,000  00 


Leaving  a  balance  of  2,116  22 

to  be  applied  and  used  on  account  of  con- 
tingent expenses  for  the  two  years  next  suc- 
ceeding. 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  penitentiary  from  the  22d  of 
Nov.  1836,  to  the  21st  Nov.  183S,  amount  to  four  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  and  eighty 
cents        -  -  -  -  .  .      '     .         $4,797  80 

Exclusive  of  expense  in  obtaining  copy  of  the  act  of  As- 
sembly, &c.     -  ...  13  50 

Making  in  the  aggregate  ....  4,81130 

To  pay  which  there  has  been  received — 
Balance  of  the  contingent  appropriation  $2,116  22 

During  the  same  period  there  has  been  re- 
ceived from  other  sources:  By  J.  C.  Bruner, 
From22d  Nov.  1837,  to  14th  April,  1838,  for 

convicts' labor     -  -  -  $109  74 

Stone  at  the  quarry  -  -        31  16 

140  90 


By  B.  S.  EnloeAvom  15th  April  to  17th  Aug. 
1837 — (subsequently  sold  by  the  present  su- 
perintendent)— for  pounded  stone  and  coop- 
er-ware, the  sum  of        -  -  -         162  00 
By  J.  R.   Woods,  from  the  18th  August,  1837, 

to  21st  Nov.  1838— 
For  convicts'  labor  -  .  $699  S9 

Stone  at  the  quarry  -  -       26  75 

Provisions  sold         -  -  -       62  55 

789  19 


3,208  31 


Amount  appropriated  by  inspectors  from  build- 
ing fund  -  -    '        -  .  .         i?037  36 


4,245  6 


Leaving  a  balance  due  superintendent         -  -  565  63 
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During  the  first  nine  months  of  the  fiscal  term  last  past, 

the  contingent  expenses  amounted  to  -  -         $1,392  91 

Receipts  for  convicts'  labor  during  the  same 

period      -  -  -:'■'■-  -  $302  90 

Deduct  stone  sold  at  quarry  -  -  31  16 

271  74 
From  this  deduct  charge  of  Whitaker  and 
Caswell  for  stone  furnished  B.  S.  Enloe  to 
break 91  50 


136  14 

Add  stock  on  hand  Aug.  1S37  -  -         145  00 


180  24 


1,211  67 

Add  stock  on  hand  Nov.  22,  1836  -  -  180  00 


1,391  67 

Deduct  stock  on  hand  18th  Aug.  1837    '  -  145  00 

Balance  against  penitentiary  18th  Aug.  1837     -  -  1,246  67 

Amount  of  contingencies  from  18th  Aug.  1837, 

to  21st  Nov.  1838  -  -  -     3,403  70 

Receipts  during  same  period  -      762  44 

Stock  on  hand  -  -  -  1,893  37 

Labor  done  for  the  State      -  611  75 

_  3,267  56 


Loss  during  the  last  15  months  -  -  281  14 

Add  expense  to  Vandalia       -  13  50 

1,541  31 

Deduct  amount  of  old  stock  on  hand  -  45  00 


Showing  a  deficit  for  the  last  two  years  of    -  -  ,$1,496  31 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  here,  that  the  cupboard  for  the  prisoner's 
kitchen,  and  the  two  large  stoves,  purchased  by  the  direction  of  the  in- 
spectors, and  paid  for  out  of  the  building  fund,  are  not  included  in  the 
account  of  stock  on  hand.  They  are  in  good  order,  and  valued  at  one 
hundred  dollars. 

Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  the  situation  of  the  field-pieces 
and  their  carriages,  belonging  to  the  State,  now  deposited  in  the  yard. 
They  are  but  indifferently  protected  from  the  weather,  and,  if  suffered  to 
remain  much  longer  in  their  present  condition,  will  be  much  injured. 
There  are  on  hand  16  six-pounders,  with  carriages  and  equipments. 

The  following  shows  the  amount  of  labor,  &c,  expended  upon  State 
arms,  not  included  in  the  foregoing  account: 
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State  of  Illinois,  to  Superintendent  Penitentiary,  Dr. 

1838.  For  storing  and  removing  20  field-pieces  and  fixtures 
Building  shed  over  same     - 
Lumber  for  do.       -  -  -.'..- 

Cleaning  300  small  arms     - 
Oil  for  do.  - 

Cr.  By  convicts'  labor  .... 


From  the  preceding  statement  you  will  perceive  that  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  penitentiary  for  contingent  purposes,  under  my  superinten- 
dence, amount  in  the  aggregate  to  three  thousand  four  hundred  and 
three  dollars  and  seventy  cents     ...  -         $3,403  70 

To  pay  which  there  has  been  received  from  $'3,000  00 
the  contingent  fund,    after  paying  the  out- 
standing claims  of  1836,  viz:     -       $92  16 
Balance   due  warden  Nov.  22, 1836    791  62 
Balance  due  warden  April  14, 1837    576  72 
Balance  due  warden  Aug.  17,  1837    514  48 
And  expense  of  dopy  of  act  of  Assem- 
bly 1837  -  -  13  50 


$30  00 

10  00 

5  00 

3  00 

1  00 

49  00 
43  00 

6  00 

And  from  the  building  fund  the  sum  of 
From  other  sources,  as  per  statement 


1,988  48 

1,011  52 
1,037  36 

789  19 

Of  the  articles  purchased  by  me  for  the  use 
of  the  penitentiary,  there  is  now  on  hand,  viz: 

Bedding  and  cell  iurniture  for  convicts  $207  25 

Clothing         -            -            -            -  116  50 

Kitchen  and  eating-room  furniture     -  20  50 

Tubs,  meat-tubs  and  water-barrels      -  12  50 

Coopers  and  carpenters'  tools             -  75  50 

Blacksmith  and  stone  cutters'  tools    -  27  00 
Tailors,  shoemakers  and  turners'  tools       15  00 

Stone  breakers  and  masons'            do.  8  50 

Pit  saws  and  fixtures             -             -  $17  00 

Yard  tools  and  wheelbarrows  -  8  00 

Chains  for  convicts              -           -  38  00 


498  12 


2,838  07 


Balance  due  -  565  63 

There  is  now  due  the  penitentiary —  - 

On  account  of  stone  taken  from  the  quarry  in 

1837 27  12  - 

On  account  of    do.     do.     do.     in   1838  7100, 

And  for  convicts'  labor  done  in  1838  -  400  00 
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Pounded  stone  on  hand        -             -  750  00 

Unfinished  work                   -            -  82  00 

Coffee          -            -            -            -  13  50 

Tea              -            -             -  4  00 


1,395  25 


Statement  and  estimate  of  the  work  done  by  the  convicts 
for  the  State,  from  the  18th  Aug.  1837,  to  the  21st  Nov. 
1838,  exclusive  of  cooking,  washing,  cutcing  wood,  car- 
rying water,  mending  clothes  and  sundry  other  employ- 
ments. 
Painting  warden's  house  and  prison  gallery  $35  00 

Painting  &  glazing  eating-house  windows  &  doors  18  00 
Whitewashing  warden's  house  and  eating-house  10  00 
Building  tailors'  shop,  cistern  and  wall  round 

warden's  yard  .... 

Building  eating-house,  and  making  repairs 
Building  potatoe  house 

Digging  foundation  for  addition  to  prison-house 
Grading  the  hill  in  yard  and  making  road 
Improving  warden's  yard  and  paving  walks 
Making  new  door  in  yard  wall,  and  grate  windows 

in  loft 
Glazing  in  warden's  house  and  cooper  shop, 

making  steps,  &c. 
Making  shoes  and  clothes  for  convicts 
Removing  and  rebuilding  privy 
Removing  earth  from  outside  rear  of  prison 
Clearing  away  stone  &c.  for  masons  to  repair 

main  wall  -  -  -  -  25  00 

Digging  ditch  and  banking  against  main  wall 

outside     -  -  -  -  -  8  00 


84  00 

75  00 

28  00 

102  00 

75  00 

30  00 

23  00 

17  00 

56  00 

20  00 

5  00 

Add  amount  received  for  convicts'  labor 


Amount  of  contingent  expenses 
Amount  of  credits  to  the  penitentiary 


Amount  of  stock  Aug.  1837 
Loss  during  the  last  fifteen  months 


611  75 


2,505  12 
762  44 

3,267  56 

3,403  70 

3,267  56 

136  14 
145  00 

281  14 

On  the  18th  August,  1837,  there  were  in  confinement  eleven  prison- 
ers, and  since  thai  time  I  have  received  from  the  several  counties  here- 
inafter named,  fifty  more,  and  two  others  who  had  escaped  from  former 
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wardens;  making  in  all,  that  have  been  under  my  care 

Of  these,  ten  have  made  their  escape 

Two  have  died        "■""." 
Two  released  by  order  of  the  Supreme  Court 
Four  pardoned  by  the  Governor 
Fifteen  have  served  out  their  time  - 


-     63 
10 

2 

2 

4 
15 
—  33 


Leaving  thirty  now  in  confinement  -  -  30 

Of  the  eleven  in  confinement  when  I  took  charge  of  the  penitentiary, 
two  had  seven  months,  one  had  ten  months,  one  had  nine  months,  one 
had  eleven  months,  one  had  two  years  and  seven  months,  one  had  two 
years  and  eight  months,  two  had  two  years  and  ten  months,  and  two 
had  ten  months  to  stay.  Of  these,  seven  were  discharged  by  expiration 
of  sentence,  one  by  order  Supreme  Court,  one  by  pardon  from  the  Gov- 
ernor, one  escaped  in  August  last,  and  one  yet  remains  in  confinement. 

Of  the  fifty-two  received  since,  one  who  twice  effected  his 
escape  in  1835  and  1837,  has  served  out  his  time  -  1 

Three  were  pardoned  by  the  Governor  -  3 

One  discharged  by  order  Supreme  Court  -  1 

Six  by  expiration  of  sentence    -  -  -  6 

Two  have  died  ...  -  2 

Nine  escaped    -----  9 
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Of  the  above  sixtv-three  convicts — 


The  county  of  Madison  sent 

6 

The 

county 

of  Randolph  sent 

2 

St.  Clair 

5 

Clinton 

2 

Marion 

1 

Schuyler 

Cook 

12 

Perry 

Greene 

2 

Vermilion 

Washington 

1 

Pike 

Franklin 

2 

Calhoun 

Bond 

2 

La  Salle 

Montgomery 

I 

Knox 

•  Gallatin 

4 

Alexander 

Will 

5 

Jefferson 

Pope 

3 

United  States  Circuit  Court 

Union 

1 

— 

Sangamon 

4 
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Sentenced  for  Larceny 

- 

- 

43 

Assault  with  intent  to  kill 

- 

7 

Manslaughter 

- 

- 

3 

Rape     - 

- 

- 

3 

Counterfeiting 

- 

- 

3 

Forgery 

- 

- 

1 

Assault,  with  ir 

tent  to  commit  a  rape 

Robbing  United  States'  mail     - 

1 

Arson  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

—  63 


- 

3  months  each, 

- 

4 

. 

7 

. 

8 

. 

9 

. 

12 

1 

year 

7 

1 

do 

8 

I 

do 

10 

2 

years  0 

3 

do 

6 

4 

do 

3 

4 

do 

8 

4 

do 

9 

4 

do 

10 

5 

do 

8 

5 

do 

9 

6 

do 

7 

6 

do 

10 

1 

do 

11 

1 

do 

9 
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Of  the  thirty  convicts  now  in  confinement,   there  yet  remain  of  the 
time  for  which  they  were  sentenced: 
Of  Three 
Two 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
Four 
Four 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One  .    - 

62  years  2  months. 

Seven  are  natives  of  New  York,  five  of  Kentucky,  four  of  Ireland 
three  of  Ohio,  two  of  Maryland,  two  of  England,  one  of  New  Jersey,  one 
of  Vermont,  one  of  Massachusetts,  one  of  Missouri,  one  of  the  West 
Indies,  one  of  Scotland,  and  one  of  Illinois.  The  shortest  term  for 
which  any  convict  has  been  committed  during  the  last  fifteen  months,  is 
eight  months;  the  crime  was  manslaughter,  and  the  convict  was  released 
in  four  months.  The  longest  term  for  which  anv  convict  has  been  com- 
mitted, is  "for  and  during  his  natural  life,  and  twenty-four  years  there- 
after." The  convict  was  a  black  boy,  and  the  crime  rape.  He  died  in 
three  weeks  after  being  received. 

Of  the  thirty  now  in  confinement,  one  is  a  mulatto,  two  are  black  men, 
and  twenty-seven  are  white  men.  But  eight  had  trades  when  they  came, 
and  only  two  of  these  now  work  at  the  same.  Thirteen  are  married  men 
and  seventeen  single.  The  youngest  is  seventeen,  and  the  oldest  is  forty- 
five  years  of  age.  Twenty-four  attribute  their  present  misfortune  to  the 
use  of  intoxicating  liquor.  But  four  have  ever  made  a  profession  of  re- 
ligion they  were  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  But  three 
have  ever  attended  Sabbath  school,  and  but  one  has  been  a  member  of 
a  temperance  society.  The  Sabbath,  by  all,  has  been  disregarded  since 
they  came  to  the  West. 

Of  the  fifteen  discharged  by  me,  one  is  in  business  with  his  father  in 
Kentucky;  four  are  at  work  in  the  vicinity  of  this  city;  and  these  five 
maintain  a  correct  and  moral  deportment.  The  others  I  have  not  heard 
from. 
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The  short  periods  for  which  a  majority  of  the  criminals  heretofore 
have  been  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary,  constitutes  in  itself,  a  great 
hindrance  to  their  becoming  profitable  to  the  State,  particularly  where 
they  are  ignorant  of  any  mechanical  branch  of  business.  The  time  lost 
and  materials  wasted  in  the  instruction  of  such,  is  an  important  objection 
to  their  being  employed  at  a  trade;  while  the  probability  of  their  at- 
tempting to  escape  is  not  thereby  in  the  least  diminished. 

At  the  close  of  my  first  quarter,  Nov.  18, 1837,  there  were  in  confine- 
ment twenty-seven  prisoners,  and  during  that  time  I  had  kept  an  open 
account  with  each  convict,  of  the  actual  labor  performed,  and  the  time 
lost  by  sickness,  wet  weather  and  other  causes.  The  average  of  time 
lost  by  each  man,  was  nineteen  days  in  three  months,  and  my  estimate 
of  wqVk  done  in  same  period,  placing  the  valuation  at  a  very  low  rate, 
amounted  to  $'657  60. 

I  have  been  thus  particular  in  the  preceding  statements,  gentlemen,  in 
order  to  furnish  you,  and,  through  you,  the  next  Legislature,  with  what 
may,  in  some  measure,  serve  as  a  basis  of  calculation  in  relation  to  the  fu- 
ture administration  of  the  affairs  of  this  penitentiary. 

When  I  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  its  superintendent, 
I  found  every  thing  connected  with  the  penitentiary  in  a  very  unfavor- 
able condition.  The  warden's  house  and  yard,  the  prison  cells  and 
kitchen,  were  in  disorder,  and  offensively  dirty.  The  bedding  and  pri- 
soners' clothes  were,  with  the  exception  of  ten  blankets,  ten  pair  summer 
pantaloons,  some  few  shirts,  and  shoes,  and  hats,  unfit  for  use.  But  few 
of  the  smiths'  and  carpenters'  tools  could  be  found,  and  there  was  not  a 
vestige  of  lumber  in  the  yard.  The  greater  part  of  the  quarrying  tools, 
and  all  the  coopers'  tools  were  claimed  and  taken  away  by  other  indi- 
viduals. The  prisoners'  kitchen  was  almost  destitute  of  the  necessary 
utensil*  for  cooking.  Five  of  the  eleven  convicts  were  on  the  sick  list; 
four  were  employed  in  breaking  stone,  one  at  coopering,  and  one  at 
cooking. 

I  have  made  the  above  statement  to  you,  without  the  slightest  intention 
to  reflect  upon  the  management  of  my  predecessor.  My  sole  object  is 
to  account  for  the  expenditures  1  found  it  necessary  to  incur. 

The  cooper's  shop  is  now  furnished  with  the  requisite  tools  for  five 
workmen,  excepting  a  few  articles  usually  furnished  by  the  employer. 
The  carpenter's  shop  needs  a  considerable  addition,  to  the  tools  on  hand, 
to  make  a  complete  set.  The  blacksmith's  shop  has  the  required  num- 
ber of  tools  for  a  moderate  prosecution  of  the  business:  and  the  kitchen 
and  eating-room  have  their  lull  complement  of  furniture. 

There  is  also  bedding  and  cell  furniture  in  use,  sufficient  for  twenty- 
five  convicts  through  the  winter,  and  twenty-nine  heavy  cotton  'com- 
fortables,1 which,  with  care,  will  last  five  winters. 

The  business  at  which  the  prisoners  have  been  employed  has  been 
principally  that  of  breaking  stone  for  McAdamising,  and  making  cooper- 
ware.  At  the  latter  branch  of  business  we  have  had  but  one  convict 
employed,  who  was  "bred  to  the  business;"  all  the  others  now  engaged 
thereat,  and  all  of  those  I  have  discharged  who  worked  at  the  same  bu- 
siness, with  one  exception,  have  learned  the  trade  since  their  commitment. 
This  department  is  under  the  immediate  control  of  an  employer  who 
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furnishes  the  materials,  superintends  the  making  up,  and  pays  a  given 
price  for  each  manufactured  article. 

Owing  to  some  cause  unknown  to  the  superintendent,  (but  probably 
for  the  want  of  means  and  to  the  embarrassment  peculiar  to  the  times) 
there  was  not  a  sufficient  supply  of  stuff  and  material  furnished  to  en- 
large this  business  to  the  extent  1  contemplated  at  the  commencement ; 
and  consequently  the  amount  of  work  done  in  this  department  has  fal- 
len far  short  of  what  it  otherwise  would  have  been. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  peculiar  adaptation  of  the  cooper- 
ing business  to  the  present  condition  and  circumstances  of  this  peniten- 
tiary, and  I  would  earnestly  solicit  your  attention  to  the  propriety  of 
placing  this  department  upon  such  a  foundation  as  will  secure  its  suc- 
cessful operation. 

The  stone-breaking  I  would  recommend  to  be  continued  only  as  an 
alternative,  when  other  work  could  not  be  done,  and  for  the  punishment 
of  the  refractory  of  those  at  other  trades.  , 

Manufacturing  split-bottom  chairs  could  be  made  a  source  of  profit 
with  but  small  expense.  We  have  an  excellent  workman  acquainted 
with  the  business. 

Should  the  Legislature  decide  upon  continuing  the  present  organiza- 
tion of  the  penitentiary,  and  it  be  deemed  advisable  to  enlarge  the  pre- 
sent branches  of  business  (which  may  be  considered  as  but  just  com- 
menced.) it  will  be  necessary  to  repair  the  old  shop  and  erect  additional 
ones,  or  to  remove  the  old  one  and  rebuild  it  in  a  more  favorable  posi- 
tion than  it  now  occupies,  and  upon  a  more  extensive  and  convenient 
plan. 

»  In  reference  to  the  escapes  which  have  been  effected  by  a  number  of 
convicts  during  the  last  fifteen  months,  1  will  remark  that  I  cannot 
charge  myself  with  any  direct  negligence  or  omission  of  duty.  Many 
of  those  escapes  were  attended  with  circumstances  of  a  suspicious  char- 
acter. It  is  unnecessary  to  relate  them  here.  Suffice  it  to  say,  however, 
that  the  difficulty  and  almos*  impracticability  of  procuring  such  guards 
as  would  or  could  enter  into  the  feelings  and  realise  the  responsibilities 
and  anxieties  of  the  superintendent,  I  fully  experienced:  and  when  you 
take  into  consideration  the  fact  of  the  walls  being  open  to  the  ground 
in  two  places  for  weeks  at  a  time,  the  number  of  convicts  on  hand,  the 
notorious  reputation  that  many  of  them  bore  of  being  successful  "prison 
breakers,"  and  the  very  inadequate  force  at  command  to  anticipate  and 
counteract  their  plans  for  escape,  the  surprise  will  be  to  you,  that  more 
have  not  got  away.  ^ 

For  the  unusual  good  health  enjoyed  by  the  convicts  during  the  past 
sickly  season,  we  have  great  cause  of  gratitude  to  a  kind  and  gracious 
Providence.  We  have  in  this  respect  been  especially  favored.  The 
physician  ot  the  penitentiary,  it  is  expected,  will  lay  before  you  the  re- 
sult of  his  observations,  as  it  regards  the  health  of  the  prisoners,  and  his 
views  in  respect  to  the  wrant  of  comfortable  accommodations  for  the 
sick.  To  the  promptitude,  kind  and  unremitting  attention  of  that  gen- 
tleman, together  with  his  successful  management  of  thediseases  common 
to  this  place,  is  mainly  to  be  attributed  the  fact  of  so  few  deaths  having 
occurred  among  the  prisoners. 
2h 
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Believ:n"  it  to  have  been  the  paramount  object  of  those  benefactors 
of  our  race  who  founded  the  penitentiary  system,  to  punish  the  criminal 
by  a  mere  deprivation  of  liberty,  and  to  reform  him  by  the  influence  of 
means  that    could  be  used   with   advantage   in  such  a  situation  only,  1 
have'deemed  it  a  duty  to  afford  the  convicts  every  facility  which  lay  m 
mv  power,  to  receive  moral  and   religious  instruction;  and  accordingly 
eoi;cited  the  services  of  a  number  of  the  clergy  in  this  neighborhood,  and 
which.  I  am  happy  to  say,  has  been  cheerfully  rendered,  and,  so  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  judge,  beneficial  to  the  prisoners  generally.     A  Sab- 
bath school  was  also  commenced  in  the  fall  of  1837,  and,  with  some  few 
intermissions,  has  been  regularly  sustained,  and  the  result  has  been  that, 
of  seven  who  were  ignorant  of  the  alphabet,  four  were  tolerable  readers 
when  I  discharged  them,  and  the  remaining  three  can  read  in  the  spel- 
ling book.     The  "Methodist  Book  Concern,"  in  this  city,  made  a  dona- 
tion, for  the  use  of  the  convicts,  of  twelve  Bibles;  and  the  clergy  of  that 
denomination  have  manifested  a  very  laudable  interest  in  behalf  of  the 
prisoners.     The  other  books  and  papers  used  by  the  convicts,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Temperance  Herald — ten  copies  of  which  are  circur 
lated  monthly  among  them— have  been  taken  from  own  library.     If  a 
variety  of  moral  and  religious  books   were  kept  for  the  use  of  the  con- 
victs, it  would  evidently  add   to   their    comfort,  and  contribute  greatly 
towa'rds  preparing  them  for  usefulness  in  society,  when  discharged. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  WOODS,  Superintendent. 
November  22,  1838. 


Alton,  November  17,  1838. 

Gentlemen:  As  a  matter  of  justice  to  Mr.  John  R.  Woods,  present 
superintendent  of  the  penitentiary,  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  give  my 
views  of  his  management  so  far  as  it  has  come  under  my  observation. 

First.  The  health  of  the  convicts  has  been  unusually  good;  consider- 
ing the  unhealthiness  of  the  past  season,  there  has  been  much  less  sick- 
ness among  them,  in  proportion  to  their  number,  than  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city.  This  is  the  more  singular,  when  we  recollect  that 
there  is  no  ward  appropriated  to  the  sick,  and  they  are  compelled  to  lie 
in  their  cells  or  in  the  cellar  of  the  main  building,  either  of  them  very  unfit 
places  for  a  sick  man. 

Second.  That  their  food  has  been  healthy  and  sufficient  for  them,  their 
constant  good  health  and  ability  to  work  afford  abundant  evidence. 

Third.  That  their  discipline  has  been  thorough  and  effectual,  is  satis- 
factorily proved  by  the  quiet,  industrious,  and  obedient  demeanor  of  the 
convicts. 

Fourth.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  so  much,  that 
so  many  escapes  have  been  made,  as  that  there  have  not  been  more, 
when  it  is  recollected  that  the  building  and  walls  have  been  in  an  unfin- 
ished state,  and  that,  as  I  am  informed,  not  very  ample  means  are  at  the 
disposal  of  the  superintendent,  to  keep  up,  day  and  night,  a  vigilant  and 
adequate  guard;  and, 
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Fifth.  After  being  an  almost  daily  and  not  an  inattentive  observer 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  present  superintendent  has  conducted  the 
affairs  of  the  establishment,  I  cannot  do  otherwise  than  give  it,  as  my 
deliberate  opinion,  that  he  deserves  well  of  those  who  employed  him;  and 
that  so  far  as  success  for  the  past  is  concerned,  he  is  well  entitled  to  be 
continued  in  his  present  situation. 

With  great  respect,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  K.  HART, 
Physician  to  the  Penitentiary* 
George   Smith  and  B.  F.  Edwards,  Inspectors, 


III.  Legis.    I  H.  R . 

11th    Assem. 


CONTESTED  ELECTION. 


December  12,  1838. 

Read,  and  concurred  in. 


It.  Carpenter,  from  the  Committee  on  Elections,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

"he  Committee  on  Elections,  to  which  was  recommitted  the  contested 
election  from  Edwards  county,  report: 

That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  from  the  elec- 
m  returns  of  that  county,  procured  from  the  Secretary's  office,  find 
lat  Allen  Emmerson,  who  now  has  his  seat,  had  one  hundred  and 
uity-six  votes,  and  William  Pickering  one  hundred  and  twenty-four 
t>tes,  making  a  majority  in  favor  of  Emmerson  of  twelve  votes.  Your 
>mirntteefind,by  the  examination  of  depositions,  that  Emmerson  has 
re  illegal  votes,  which  reduces  his  legal  number  to  one  hundred  and 
irty-one  votes;  and  also  find  that  William  Pickering  had  three  illegal 
ktes,  which  reduces  his  number  of  legal  votes  to  ill  votes:  and  it  is 
rther  proven  by  the  deposition  of  one  voter,  that  he  voted  for  William 
ickering,  whose  vote  had  been  placed,  by  the  clerk,  to   Mr.  Thompson ; 

which  vote  your  committee  believe  Pickering  is  entitled,  and  which,  so 
unted,  would  make  for  Pickering  one  hundred  and  twentj-two  votes; 
>m  which  i  will  be  seen  that  Emmerson  has  a  majority  of  nine  votes. 

ui  committee  are  of  tne  opinion  that  there  are  no  othermatters  proved 

?vS      Jf G'  ,UD  f S  ^at  ?f  closinS  the  l,o]ls'  and  h  aPPe^  from 

evidence  adduced,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  all  the  votes,  the 

lis  were  kept  open  until  about  the  hour  of  nine   o'clock  at   night;  at 

rich    une  they  were  closed 1,  on  a  proclamation  that   in  fifteen  minutes 

JtS  Sl0f'uItis/Urther  Proved  that  Mr.  Pickering  re- 
used that  the  pollsshould  not  be  closed  until  twelve  o'clock  at  night, 
d  that  he  stated  tnere  were  other  persons  wishing  to  vote.     And  it  was 

0  proved  that  there  was  one  voter  who  intended   to  vote,  if  the  polls 

on  of  \l?  rd  Unti]  ,*? ™  °'Cl0cL  Jt  is  als°  Proved>  ^  the  depo- 
TnZ  n  J  .g?S  and  de/k  ot  Sald  eiection  and  the  constables  that 
e^who,  H dftCtlon>  that  the7  believed  the   votes  of  all  the   legal 

1  it  f  rthl  d  VOtG  T61'6  tak6n  ln+at  the  time  °f  closi»g  the  Polls. 
h  tf 3  t  t    g  Pr°V^ t0  y°Ur  committee  that  the  votei*  above  re- 

ortunitv  t  othT  T,^  bei°re  thG  P°1JS  WSre  Cl°sed' if  he  had  so«ght 
Dortunity,  as  o  hers  did;  and  it  not  being  proved  that  that  there  wire 
|rs  enough  who  wished  to  vote,  to  have  changed  the  result,  your  com- 

' leforZiL to*JF2T  that  AHer!  Emmers™  »  entitled  to  a  seat ;  and 
I  o?the  Housed  foll°Wmg  resoluti™>  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 

hsolved.  That  Aljen  Emmerson  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  Legislature, 
%  representative  from  the  county  of  Edwards. 


III.  Legis. 


H-  R'  S  11th   Assem 


ESCAPE  OF  CONVICTS  FROM  PENITENTIARY. 


December  20,  1838. 

Read,  and  adopted. 


Mr.  Robert  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Penitentiary,  made  the 
following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  the  Penitentiary,  to  which  was  lej "erred  a  resolution  inquir- 
ing into  the  cause  of  the  recent  escapes  of  convicts  from  the  Penitentiary^ 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  directed  me  to  report : 

That  they  have  not  been  able  to  gather  sufficient  information  on  the 
subject  of  the  resolution  to  enable  them  to  report  definitely  on  the  subject. 
Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  information  called  for  by  the 
resolution  can  only  be  acquired  by  sending  a  committee  to  examine  said 
penitentiary,  with  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers,  in  order  to  a  full 
and  thorough  examination  of  all  matters  and  things  relating  to  the  peni- 
tentiary, and  the  management  thereof;  and  they  had  directed  him  to  re- 
port a  bill  for  "An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  penitentiary," 


III.  Legis.  >  H>  R>  ,  11th  AggEM# 


REPORT 


COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE 


RELATIVE  TO 


&N  INDEPENDENT  TREASURY  AND  A  NATIONAL  BANK, 


SUBMITTED    TO 


THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 


DECEMBER  IS,  1838, 


VANDALIA: 

William  Walters,  Publio  Primer. 

1839. 


INDEPENDENT  TREASURY— NATIONAL  BANK. 


December  18,  1838. 

Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to-be  printed. 


Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  oti  Finance,  to  zuhichwas  referred  that  part  of  the  Governor's 
inaugural  address  which  relates  to  currency,  have  had  so  much  thereof  as 
relates  to  the  establishment  of  an  Independent  Treasury  and  to  a  National 
Bank  under  consideration  ;  and  a  majority  of  said  committee  have  directed 
me  to  make  the  following  report: 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  the  United  States,  we  find  that  the  employ- 
ment of  banks,  as  fiscal  agents,  in  keeping  and  disbursing  the  public 
moneys,  is  a  practice  almost  coeval  with  the  very  organization  of  our 
Government.  It  was  commenced  during  the  administration  of  Washing- 
ton, the  first  President  of  the  Union,  and  was  continued  without  inter- 
mission, through  all  the  changes  of  administration,  until  the  retirement  of 
President  Jackson  from  office. 

For  the  greater  part  of  this  time,  the  first  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
chartered  by  Congress  in  1791,  and  approved  by  President  Washington, 
and  the  second  United  States  Bank,  chartered  in  1816,  and  approved  by 
President  Madison,  were  the  agents  for  the  discharge  of  these  duties: 
but  during  two  periods,  the  banks  chartered  by  the  several  States  were 
substituted  for  a  National  Bank,  viz:  from  the  expiration  of  the  charter 
of  the  first  United  Stales  Bank,  in  1811,  until  the  creation  of  (he  second, 
in  1816;  and  from  the  removal  of  the  deposites  from  the  latter  bank,  in 
1833,  until  the  end  of  President  Jackson's  term  of  office. 

The  practice,  however,  of  employing  some  banks,  either  State  or  Na- 
tional, as  fiscal  agents  for  the  General  Government,  was  uniformly  and 
constantly  followed  by  all  the  Presidents  until  the  accession  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren  in  1837. 

During  this  period  of  nearly  half  a  century,  our  prosperity  was  unex- 
ampled. The  increase  of  our  wealth  and  population,  the  development 
of  our  resources,  and  our  improvement  in  all  the  useful  pursuits  of  civil- 
ized life,  were  extensive  and  rapid,  beyond  all  parallel  in  the  previous 
annals  of  the  world.  Vast  tracts  of  country  were  reclaimed  from  the 
wilderness — forests  were  levelled — prairies  converted  into  fertile  fields — 
roads  opened — rivers  explored,  and  the  obstructions  removed  which  im- 
peded their  navigation.     The  increase  of  agricultural  products  promoted 


the  expansion  of  other  branches  of  industry.  Manufactures  of  various 
sorts  sprang  up  and  flourished;  our  commerce  was  pushed  to  every  quar- 
ter of  the  globe;  our  sails  whitened  every  sea;  and  the  American  flag 
floated  in  every  breeze,  from  the  Arctic  ocean  to  the  southernmost  shores 
of  the  Pacific.  The  Old  World  saw  with  surprise  and  ,  admiration  our 
infant  colonies,  but  recently  'formed  into  a  union  of  States,  advancing  with 
giant  strides  to  the  rank  of  a  mighty  nation. 

Thus  it  will  be  seen,  from  this  brief  history  of  the  union  which,  until 
recently,  existed  between  the  General  Government  and  banks,  either 
State  or  National — and  of  the  extraordinary  and  unprecedented  degree  of 
prosperity  which  accompanied  us  in  our  onward  march  during  the  period 
of  this  union — that  a  system,  under  which  we  have  increased  from  a  mere 
handful  of  people  to  a  most  powerful  confederacy,  and  under  which  we 
have  attained  a  condition  so  flourishing,  cannot  in  itself  be  "radically  and 
fundamentally  defective.''''  It  is,  therefore,  a  matter  of  no  surprise,  that  a 
proposition  to  sever  a  union  so  useful  and,  so  beneficial  should  receive,  at 
its  very  outset,  a  most  decided  and  signal  rebuke. 

The  first  proposition  for  such  a  severance  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Gam  • 
ble,  of  Georgia,  during  the  session  of  Congress  held  in  the  winter  of 
1834  and  1835.     This  was  as  follows: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  commu- 
nicate to  this  House,  whether,  in  his  opini6n,  it  is  practicable  or  conve- 
nient for  that  Department  to  collect,  safely  keep,  and  disburse  the  public 
moneys  of  the  United  States,  without  the  agency  of  a  bank  or  banks; 
and,  if  so,  to  report  to  this  House  the  best  mode,  in  his  opinion,  by  which 
that  object  can  be  accomplished." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M'Kim,  a  member  of  the  administration  party,  the 
resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Gamble,  afterwards,  on  the  6th  day  January,  1835,  introduced  the 
following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  digest, 
and  prepare,  and  communicate  to  this  House,  a  detailed  plan  by  which 
the  public  revenue  of  the  United  States  may  be  collected,  safely  kept, 
and  disbursed,  without  the  agency  of  a  bank  or  banks,  either  State  or 
National." 

On  the  11th  day  of  February,  at  the  same  session,  the  bill  regulating 
the  deposite  of  the  money  of  the  United  States  in  certain  local  banks, 
being  under  consideration,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Robertson,  "that 
the  said  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with 
instructions  so  to  amend  the  same  as  to  dispense  with  the  agency  or  in- 
strumentality of  banks  in  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government." 

Mr.  Gordon  moved  to  amend  the  said  bill,  and  strike  out  all  thereof 
after  the  enacting  words,  and  insert — 

uSec.   1.  That  from  and  after  the  day  of  in  the  year  , 

the  collectors  of  the  public  revenue,  at  places  where  the  sums  collected 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  dollars  per  annum,  shall  be  the  agents 

of  the  Treasurer,  to  keep  and  disburse  the  same,  and  be  subject  to  such 
rules  and  regulations,  and  give  such  bond  and  security,  as  he  shall  pre- 
scribe for  the  faithful  execution  of  their  office;  and  shall  receive,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  compensation  now  allowed  by  law,  per  centum  on  the 
sums  disbursed,  so  that  it  does  not  exceed  the  sum  of  dollars  per 
annum." 


"Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  at  all  places,  where  the  amount 
of  public  revenue  collected  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  dollars  per  an- 

num, there  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  receivers  of  the  public  revenue,  to  be  agents 
of  the  Treasurer,  who  shall  give  such  bond  and  security,  to  keep  and 
disburse  the  revenue,  and  be  subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations,  as  the 
Treasurer  shall   prescribe;  and  shall  receive  for  their  services  per 

centum  per  annum  on  the  sums  disbursed:  Provided  it  does  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  dollars  per  annum." 

"Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  day 

of  ,  the  whole  revenue  of  the  United  States  derived  from  customs, 

lands,  or  other  sources,  shall  be  paid  in  the  current  coin  of  the  United 
States." 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  upon  these  several  propositions,  and,  by 
overwhelming  majorities,  they  were  all  rejected.  Among  those  who 
were  opposed  to  their  adoption,  we  find  the  names  of  C.  C.  Cambreleng, 
Zadok  Casey,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wm.  L.  May,  Henry  A.  Muhlen- 
berg, James  K.  Polk,  John  Reynolds,  and  (with  but  \ery  few  exceptions) 
all  the  members  friendly  to  the  administration  of  President  Jackson. 
Every  attempt  to  effect  a  separation  between  Bankjjand  State  was  steadily 
resisted  by  the  friends  of  the  party  in  power.  The  scheme  was  disap- 
proved by  President  Jackson  himself,  and  the  official  paper  at  Washing- 
ton denounced  it,  as  subversive  of  the  settled  practice  of  the  Government, 
as  tending  to  increase,  to  an  alarming  extent,  the  power  of  the  Executive, 
and  exposing  the  public  treasure  to  be  plundered  by  a  hundred  hands, 
where  one  could  not  before  reach  it. 

From  that  time  until  the  special  session  of  Congress,  in  September, 
1837,  after  the  accession  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  project  was  laid  asleep; 
and  the  Stale  banks  continued  to  be  employed  as  the  fiscal  agents  of  the 
Government. 

At  the  special  session-  just  referred  to,  the  system  now  familiarly  known 
as  the  Independent  Treasury  or  Sub-treasury  system,  was  first  brought 
forward  as  an  administration  measure,  The  party  which,  under  Presi- 
dent Jackson's  administration,  had  voted  against  the  proposition  of  Messrs. 
Gamble,  Gordon,  and  Robertson,  were  now  divided.  A  majority  of  the 
party,  coinciding  with  President  Van  Buren,  supported  the  measure,  while 
a  considerable  minority  adhered  to  their  original  view  of  the  subject. 

The  bill  was  defeated  at  the  special  session.  It  was  again  brought  up 
at  the  last  regular  session,  and  again  lost — the  Conservative  party,  as  they 
have  been  called,  remaining  firm  in  their  opposition  to  it. 

Your  committee  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  resisting,  without  in- 
quiry or  examination,  all  changes  in  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  Government. 
They  are  not  hostile  to  sUch  changes  as  may  be  shown  to  be  necessary 
and  proper;  but,  in  view  of  the  high  degree  of  prosperity  which  the 
American  nation  has  enjoyed  under  the  system  pursued  since  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Government  to  the  present  day — when  it  is  proposed  to  for- 
sake that  system  and  embrace  a  new  and  untried  plan — they  ask,  what 
are  the  grounds,  what  are  the  reasons  and  considerations  which  render 
this  change  necessary  and  proper? — and  this  inquiry  is  deemed  the  more 
important,  because  of  the  signal  condemnation  passed  upon  this  scheme 
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during  the  session  of  Congress  in  1834-35,  above  referred  to,  with  the 
concurrence  of  some  of  those  who  arc  now  advocating  its  adoption. 

If  the  example  of  European  nations  be  quoted,  in  which  plans  have 
been  adopted  similar  to  that  under  consideration — we  ask  if  there  be  any 
thing  in  the  character  of  their  governments,  or  the  condition  of  their 
subjects,  which  should  excite  the  envy  or  challenge  the  imitation  of  the 
American  people? 

It  may  be  said  that  it  is  improper  to  depositc  with  the  banks  the  pub- 
lic money,  lest  it  be  used  as  a  fund  for  banking  operations.  In  the  opin- 
ion of  your  committee  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  objection  is  to  be  found 
in  a  recent  vote  of  this  House,  declaring  it  inexpedient  to  make  the  col- 
lectors of  our  State  .revenue  the  custodiers  and  disbursers  of  the  same. 
That  vote  exhibits,  on  the  part  of  this  House,  a  preference  for  banks, 
over  collecting  officers,  as  fiscal  agents  for  the  safe-keeping  and  disburs- 
ing of  moneys,  so  far  as  our  State  revenues  are  concerned:  and  }rour  com- 
mittee are  unable  to  perceive  any  difference  of  principle,  whether  the 
policy  under  consideration  relates  to  the  revenues  of  this  State  or  to  those 
of  the  United  States. 

A  favorite  argument  in  behalf  of  this  scheme  is,  that  it  is  a  divorce  of 
Bank  and  State,  and  the  creation  of  an  Independent  Treasury. 

To  this  your  committee  answer  that  it  will  divorce  Bank  and  State 
only  to  cement  a  union  still  more  dangerous — the  union  of  political  influ- 
ence with  the  influence  of  money — the  Executive  patronage  with  the 
control  of  the  public  purse.  It  will  create  a  treasury,  independent  (it  is 
true)  of  the  people,  and  of  their  representatives,  but  dependent  upon  the 
President,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  thousands  of  subordinate 
officers,  who  hold  their  appointments  at  the  discretion  of  the  President; 
among  whom  are  to  be  included  numerous  secret  agents  who,  under  color 
of  examining  into  the  accounts  of  the  collecting  and  disbursing  officers, 
may  be  sent  into  every  part  of  the  Union  to  operate  upon  elections. 

Another  fruitful  topic  of  declamation  with  the  advocates  of  the  Sub- 
treasury  system  is,  the  supposed  insecurity  of  the  public  money  in  the 
deposite  banks;  and  this  is  especially  alluded  to  in  that  part  of  Governor 
Carlin's  message  which  has  been  iclerred  to  this  committee.  In  refuta- 
tion of  this  idea,  your  committee  deem  it  only  necessary  to  quote  from  a 
report  made,  by  Mr.  Woodbury,  then  and  now  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
during  the  session  of  Congress  of  1834  and  1835.     He  says — 

"It  is  a  singular  fact,  in  praise  of  this  description  of  public  debtors — 
the  selected  banks — that  there  is  not  now  due  on  deposite,  in  the  whole 
of  them,  which  have  ever  stopped  payment,  from  the  establishment  of  the 
constitution  to  the  present  moment,  a  sum  much  beyond  what  is  nowduelo 
the  United  States  from  one  mercantile  firm  that  stopped  payment  in  1S25 
or  1)926,  and  of  whom  ample  security  was  required,  and  supposed  to  be 
taken,  under  the  responsibility  of  an  oath. 

k'If  we  include  the  whole  present  dues  to  the  Government  from  dis- 
credited banks,  at  all  times,  and  of  all  kinds,  whether  as  depositories  or 
not  and  embrace  even  counterfeit  bills,  and  every  other  species  of  una- 
vailable funds  in  the  Treasury,  they  will  not  exceed  what  is  due  from  two 
such  firms.  Of  almost  one  hundred  banks,  not  depositoiies,  which,  during 
all  our  wars  and  commercrel  embarrassments,  have  heretofore  failed  in 
any   part  of  the   Union,  in    debt  to  the  Government,  on    their  bills  or 


otherwise,  it  will  be  seen  by  the  above  table  that  the  whole  of  them,  ex- 
cept seventeen,  have  adjusted  every  thing  which  they  owed,  and  that  the 
balance  due  from  those,  without  interest,  is  less  than  thirty-two  thousand 
dollars. 

"Justice  to  the  State  banking  institutions  as  a  body,  whose  conduct,  in 
particular  cases,  has  certainly  been  objectionable,  but  whose  injuries  to 
the  Government  have  been  almost  incredibly  exaggerated,  and  whose  great 
benefits  to  it,  both  during  the  existence  of  our  two  National  Banks,  and 
while  neither  of  them  existed,  have  been  almost  entirely  overlooked,  has 
led  me  to  make  this  scrutiny,  and  submit  its  results,  under  a  hope  that  it 
will,  in  some  degree,  not  only  vindicate  them  from  much  unmerited  cen- 
sure, but  justify  this  department  for  the  confidence  it  formerly,  and,  in 
the  great  improvement  of  their  condition  and  of  the  financial  affairs  of 
the  Government,  has  recently  reposed  in  them.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, so  very  favorable,  with  the  new  security  and  examinations  pro- 
vided for,  your  former  small  losses  by  them,  in  keeping  and  paying  over 
the  public  revenue,  under  circumstances  so  very  adverse,  are  compared 
with  our  large  losses,  either  in  collecting  or  disbursing  that  revenue,  their 
present  safety  seems  to  be  as  great  as  is  consistent  with  the  usual  opera- 
tions of  the  paper  system,  or  with  the  credit  which  must  always  be  entrusted 
by  Government,  in  some  way  or  other,  to  agents  of  some  kind,  in  keeping 
the  public  money.  In  considering  their  safety,  it  should  be  constantly  re- 
collected that  the  owners  and  managers  of  banks,  when  properly  regu- 
lated by  legislative  provisions  in  their  charters,  like  other  individuals,  in- 
terested to  transact  business  securely,  are  desirous  of  making  and  not  losing- 
money,  and  that  these  circumstances,  with  the  preference,  in  case  of  fail- 
ure, belonging  to  depositors  and  holders  of  their  bills  over  the  stockhold- 
ers, united  with  the  security,  if  not  priority, .  given  to  the  Government, 
render  them,  in  point  of  safety,  generally,  much  superior  to  individual 
agents  of  the  United  States." 

The  report  from  which  the  foregoing  quotations  are  made,  was  the 
basis  of  the  late  arrangement  between  the  Government  and  the  deposite 
banks. 

What  amount  of  loss  has  been  sustained  by  the  Government  since  the 
suspension  of  specie  payments  by  those  institutions,  your  committee  have 
no  exact  means  of  ascertaining;  but  from  the  best  sources  of  information 
within  their  reach,  they  are  satisfied  that  the  sum  is  very  inconsiderable. 

And  they  deem  it  not  amiss  to  insert  here  a  passage  relating  to  these 
banks,  from  the  message  of  President  Van  Buren  to  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  on  the  3d  December,  1838.  He  sa.ys:  "It  is  no  more  than 
just  to  the  banks  to  say  that,  in  the  late  emergency,  most  of  them  firmly 
resisted  the  strongest  temptations  to  extend  their  paper  issues,  when  ap- 
parently sustained  in  a  suspension  of  specie  payments  by  public  opinion, 
even  though  in  some  cases  invited  by  legislative  enactments.  To  this 
honorable  course,  aided  by  the  resistance  of  the  General  Government, 
acting  in  obedience  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  to 
the  introduction  of  an  irredeemable  paper  medium,  may  be  attributed,  in 
a  great  degree,  the  speedy  restoration  of  our  currency  to  a  sound  state, 
and  the  business  of  the  country  to  its  wonted  prosperity." 
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Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  testimony  of  the  President  to 
the  honorable  and  patriotic  conduct  of  the  banks  during  'Hhe  late  emer- 
gency," furnishes  a  strong  aigument  in  their  behalf,  in  addition  to  the 
considerations  urge  J  by  Mr.  Woodbury  in  the  report  already  quoted; 
while  the  force  and  truth  of  some  of  these  considerations  have  been  abun- 
dantly demonstrated  by  the  frequent  and  extensive  defalcations  of  "indi- 
vidual agents  of  the  United  States." 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Congress,  at  its  last 
session,  presented  a  surprising  list  of  defaulters  among  the  collectors  and 
receivers  of  the  public  moneys;  and,  very  recently,  the  enormous  defal- 
cation of  the  collector  at  New  York,  amounting  (as  reported)  to  one  mil- 
lion two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  has  been  thought  worthy  of  <;particu- 
lar  reference"  to  Congress  by  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  after  mature  consideration  of  those  passages 
of  Governor  Carlin's  message  whicii  have  been  referred  to  them,  and  of 
all  the  important  subjects  connected  therewith,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
following  resolutions,  viz: 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  That  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  the  currency  and  the  interests  of  the  country,  generally, 
do  not  seem  to  require  the  establishment  of  an  Independent  Treasury, 
and  the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue  in  specie. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  Repre- 
sentatives requested,  to  vote  against  any  law  or  resolution  having  for  its 
object  the  adoption  of  the  Independent  or  Sub-treasury  system,  in  any 
form  whatever. 

Resolved,  further,  That  they  be  instructed  to  use  all  their  efforts  to  pre- 
vent the  recharter  of  the  late  National  Bank,  or  the  chartering  of  a  Na- 
tional Bank  of  any  kind. 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  resolutions  to  each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  iu 
Congress. 


REPORT  OF    THE  MINORITY, 


December  18,  1838. 
Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


of  Vermilion,    from  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  minority  of  the  Commiltee  on  Finance,  to  which  was  referred  that  part 
of  the  Governor's  inaugural  address  relating  to  the  currency,  beg  leave  to 
report  : 

That,  in  an  investigation  of  the  matter,  they  were  compelled  to  differ 
with  the  majority  of  the  committee.  This  difference,  however,  they  are 
willing  to  concede  as  an  honest  one  on  the  part  of  the  majority,  as  they 
wish  to  have  the  same  accorded  to  them  in  the  minority. 

The  committee  having  decided  that  it  is  neither  necessary  nor  proper 
to  establish  a  National  Bank,  this  inquiry  must  therefore  be  limited  to  the 
two  remaining  propositions,  which  are,  substantially,  whether  the  Govern- 
ment shall  renew  a  connection  with  the  State  Banks — a  connection  dis- 
solved by  the  acts  of  the  banks  themselves — or  whether  some  plan  cannot 
be  adopted  better  for  the  banks,  the  Government,  and  the  people. 

The  first  inquiry  that  naturall  y  presents  itself  is,  whether  our  paper- 
money  banks  possess  any  peculiar  right  to  be  the  depositories  of  the 
General  Government.  The  history  of  our  banking  institutions  shows, 
conclusively,  that  they  are  established,  for  the  most  part,  by  those  who 
wish  to  borrow,  and  not  by  those  who  wish  to  lend;  and  that  their  loans, 
so  far  from  being  extended  alike  to  all  responsible  persons,  are  confined 
to  a  favorite  and  monopolizing  few.  This  remark  is  made  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  banks  have  no  right  to  be  considered  institutions  estab- 
lished for  the  general  good  of  all ;  on  the  contrary,  that  all  the  good  they 
produce  is  confined  to  the  directors,  stockholders,  and  their  favorite  friends; 
while  all  the  evils  they  engender  are  distributed,  with  insidious  art,  among 
the  rest  of  community. 

In  their  strictures  on  banking,  generally,  your  committee  would  not  be 
understood  as  expressing  an  opinion  in  relation  to  our  own  State  institu- 
tions, which  are  constituted  differently  from  most  other  banking  institu- 
tions, and  to  aid  the  State  in  particular  emergencies;  but  they  cannot  say 
they  were  created  as  a  rightful  receptacle  of  the  funds  of  the  General 
Government.  In  elucidation  of  this  part  of  the  subject,  the  committee 
would  call  attention  to  the  following  abstract  from  the  discount  sheet  of 
of  the  principal  bank  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  9th  of  April,  1832: 
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"The  whole  amount  of  notes  discounted,  was  $ 7,939,679  52;  of  which, 
more  than  two-thirds  was  loaned  to  ninety  persons;  more  than  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars  were  in  the  hands  of  seventeen  individuals,  and  nearly  one- 
seventeenth  part  in  the  hands  of  one  individual,  leaving  only  $529,974  26 
to  be  divided  among  the  rest  of  the  community."  And  this  by  an  institution 
called  National. 

If  we  had  the  same  means  of  getting  at  what  are  called  State  banks, 
we  should  probably  find  that  their  loans  were  somewhat  in  the  same  pro- 
portion, and  narrowed  down  to  the  smallest  circle.  Instances  have  occur- 
red of  bank  presidents  obtaining  loans,  from  the  institutions  over  which 
they  presided,  to  three  times  the  amount  of  their  capital;  and  numerous 
instances  are  on  record,  where  the  whole  loanable  capital  of  the  bank 
has  been  absorbed  by  two,  three,  or  perhaps  a  dozen  individuals. 

A  forcible  reason  for  the  Government  refusing  to  receive  paper  money, 
or  to  deposite  her  funds  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  a  number  of  these  institutions  have  not  yet  resumed  specie  pay- 
ments, and  the  reasonable  doubt  that  exists  as  to  the  ability  of  many  which 
have  resumed  to  continue.  The  claim,  therefore,  which  these  institutions 
set  up,  of  being  established  and  conducted  for  the  public  good,  is  not 
borne  out  by  the  facts;  and  it  follows  that  they  have  no  particular  right 
to  the  favor  of  the  General  Government. 

The  next  consideration  that  presents  itself  is,  the  safety  of  these  insti- 
tutions as  depositories  of  the  General  Government.  From  the  tables  of 
Mr  Gallatin,  it  would  appear  that  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  banks  failed 
from  the  1st  of  January,  1811,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1830.  At  that  time 
there  were  three  hundred  and  thirty  banks  in  operation;  and  as  no  alter- 
ation has  been  made  in  the  system — as  the  principles  on  which  they  are 
founded  and  conducted  are  the  same  now  as  then — we  must  naturally  look 
for  like  results;  and  that  of  the  eight  hundred  or  more  banks  now  in  ex- 
istence, a  third,  or  perhaps  more,  will  be  found,  in  the  course  of  the  next 
fifteen  or  twenty  years,  recorded  in  the  list  of  broken  banks. 

Experience  should  teach  wisdom;  and  the  fact  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment was  twice  thrown  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy,  through  a  connection 
with  the  State  banks,  should  of  itself,  be  sufficient  to  deter  us  from  adven- 
turing on  such  an  expedient  again. 

In  1816,  the  Government,  with  cwenty-two  millions  of  paper  money  in 
her  vaults,  was  forced  to  borrow  money  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  Na- 
tional debt;  and  in  1837,  with  upwards  of  thirty  millions  of  money  in  the 
State  banks,  the  Government  was  compelled  to  resort  to  the  doubtful  ex- 
pedient of  issuing  Treasury  notes  in  order  to  meet  ordinary  demands.  Had 
this  money  been  deposited  with  individuals,  and  had  they  proved  as  re- 
creant to  their  trusts  as  the  banks  have,  no  one  would  have  thought  of 
employing  them  again.  The  misfortune  is,  that  the  public  mind  makes  a 
distinction  between  the  acts  of  corporations  and  the  acts  of  individuals; 
and  that  which  would  drive  an  individual  from  the  public  service  with 
disgrace,  is  looked  upon  as  an  additional  claim  to  public  favor  when  com- 
mitted by  a  corporation. 

The  conclusion,  then,  of  the  committee  is,  that  the  banks  having  twice 
proved  recreant  to  their  trust,  added  to  the  certainty  that  more  or  less  of 
them  will,  in  the  course  of  time,  fail  to  meet  their  engagements,  warrant 
the  assertion  that  they  are  not  safe  depositories  of  the  public  revenue. 
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Another  consideration  connected  with  this  part  of  the  subject  is  the 
availability  of  the  fund  so  deposited.  It  will  be  admitted,  it  is  presumed, 
that  the  principal  object  the  banks  have  in  wishing  to  be  the  depositories 
of  the  nation,  is  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  their  loanable  capital.  The 
money  deposited  with  them  would  form  the  basis  on  which  they  could 
extend  their  discounts;  and  so  long  as  the  Government  has  no  use  for  the 
moneys,  so  long  the  banks  become  liberal — in  other  words,  expand ;  but 
if  the  Government  call  on  them  for  payment,  they  must  immediately  con- 
tract their  discounts,  and  thus  cause  distress  in  the  money  market.  The 
alternative  that  presents  itself  is,  either  delay  to  the  Government  or  em- 
barrassment to  their  customers. 

After  the  passage  of  the  law  distributing  the  surplus  revenue  among 
the  States,  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  draw 
on  the  banks  in  New  York,  where  the  greater  part  of  the  revenue  is  col- 
lected, for  a  lr.rge  amount  of  funds.  As  these  funds  had  been  used  for 
the  purpose  of  discounting,  they  could  not  be  made  available  without 
distressing  that  commercial  community;  and  a  deputation  visited  Wash- 
ington for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  delay  in  the  lime  of  payment  of 
their  just  debts. 

The  paramount  interest  of  the  country  demands  that  whatever  money 
is  collected  irom  the  people  for  the  use  of  the  Government  should  be  so 
kept  as  to  be  always  available  without  producing  any  alteration  in  the 
monetary  affairs  of  the  people. 

In  case  of  a  war  with  any  foreign  power,  the  panic  in  the  commercial 
market  would  be  a  signal  for  the  banks  to  suspend  specie  payments;  and 
no  matter  what  amount  of  Government  funds  might  be  in  their  vaults,  the 
war  would  have  to  be  carried  on  with  an  irredeemable  currency,  or  our 
country  left  a  prey  to  the  enemy.  Another  danger  to  be  apprehended 
is,  that  having  the  means  of  war  under  their  control,  they  might  withhold 
those  means,  and  compel  the  Government  to  resort  to  such  measures  as 
they  might  choose  to  dictate.  - 

The  committee,  therefore,  do  not  concede  that  placing  the  funds  of  the 
Government  in  the  State  banks  is  putting  them  where  they  will  be  most 
available  in  time  of  emergency.  The  expansions  and  contractions  of  the 
banks  are  not  one  of  the  least  evils  of  the  banking  system,  as  at  present 
organized;  and  this  evil  has  been,  and  will  be,  greatly  increased  by  the 
banks  being  made  the  depository  of  the  General  Government.  When 
the  revenue  has  accumulated  to  any  considerable  amount,  the  banks  feel 
themselves  iree  to  enlarge  their  discounts,  in  other  words,  expand;  money 
becomes  plenty,  the  price  of  every  thing  increases  in  value,  with  the  ex- 
'  ception  of  labor,  and  an  artificial  stimulus  is  given  to  every  department  of 
trade  known  to  our  country;  but,  if  the  Government  draw  largely  on  them, 
they  are  forced  to  contract  their  discounts;  money  becomes  scarce;  panic 
and  pressures  are  the  order  of  the  day;  laborers,  whose  cost  of  living  has 
been  doubled  by  the  expansion  of  prices,  are  now  thrown  entirely  out  of 
employment,  and  reduced  to  want — find  shelter  in  the  almshouse,  or,  per- 
chance, acquire  a  precarious  living  by  violation  of  law.  Happily  for  the 
people  of  Illinois,  they  know  not  what  real  poverty  is.  Here,  labor  and 
economy  will  soon  render  a  man  partially  independent  of  the  mutations 
and  changes  that  occur  so  frequently  in  the  other  parts  of  the  Union. 
The  ease  with  which  land  can   be  acquired;  the  smnll  amount  of  labor 
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necessary  to  make  the  earth  produce  her  fruits,  give,  to  the  industrious  and 
laboring  inhabitants  of  our  State,  advantages  not  possessed  by  similar 
inhabitants  of  the  older  States.  It  is  asserted,  and  it  is  believed  on  good 
authority,  that  upwards  of  ten  thousand  people  were  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment in  the  city  of  New  York  alone,  by  the  suspension  of  specie  pay- 
ments. As  the  price  of  labor  had  not  increased  with  the  price  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  these  people  had  no  means  of  earning  more  than  a  bare 
subsistence,  and,  consequently,  when  thrown  out  of  employment,  were 
cast  penniless  on  the  world. 

The  great  incentive  to  industry,  economy,  and  rectitude  of  conduct,  is 
the  rational  prospect  that  the  labor  of  our  youth  will  support  the  feeble- 
ness of  age;  but,  by  the  ever  changing  value  of  our  currency,  which,  in 
its  turn,  affects  the  value  of  every  thing  else,  that  income,  which  would  at 
one  time  enable  the  decrepid  and  the  aged  to  live  in  ease  and  comfort, 
will  not  at  another  time  procure  the  necessaries  of  life.  These  frequent 
contractions  and  expansions  are  felt  by  the  poor  in  a  greater  or  less  de- 
gree, as  well  as  by  all  classes  of  society,  leading  to  over-trading,  specula- 
tion, and  ultimate  ruin. 

To  check  this  evil,  nothing  would  have  so  great  an  effect  as  for  the 
Government  to  refuse  receiving  bank  paperin  payment  for  the  public  dues. 
The  Union  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  have,  in  all  countries,  and  at  all 
times,  been  considered  dangerous;  and  a  union  of  this  kind,  cemented  by 
an  unnatural  and  unholy  alliance  between  the  General  Government  and 
the  State  banks,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  be  productive  of 
incalculable  mischief,  and  ultimate  bankruptcy  to  the  Government. 

There  are  at  this  time  about  eight  hundred  State  banks  in  existence; 
and,  allowing  that  the  average  namber  of  persons  immediately  interested 
in  each  of  them  is  five  hundred,  we  then  have  an  army  of  four  hundred 
thousand  persons  directly  interested  in  promoting  the  prosperity  of  the 
banks,  and  consisting  of  that  class  of  the  community  who  possess  the 
greatest  influence  in  society.  Amongst  them  may  be  found  the  restless 
politician,  the  heartless  speculator,  and  all  those  who  subsist  upon  the 
unordered  results  of  chance — the  precarious  favors  of  every  varying  pro- 
vidence— who  centre  around  the  banks  as  the  only  source  of  hope  against 
that  which  they  call  degradation  of -honest  labor.  If,  to  the  number  which 
we  have  already  named,  we  add  the  number  of  official  agents  which  an 
administration  might  bring  into  the  field,  there  is  no  party,  no  matter  how 
honest  their  intentions — how  holy  their  cause — but  would  be  annihilated 
in  a  contest  with  such  an  allied  power  as  this. 

The  outlines  of  the  Independent  Treasury  system  were  first  suggested 
by  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  thirty-six  years  since,  and, 
so  far  from  its  being  a  new  and  untried  experiment,  its  features  are  in  the 
main  the  same  as  those  which  have  governed  the  United  States'  Mint — 
almost  the  only  fiscal  agent  of  the  Government  which  has  been  conducted 
without  loss  to  the  Government,  or  injury  to  the  people. 

The  most  prominent  principles  of  the  system  are,  that  the  Government 
shall  gradually  disconnect  itself  from  the  State  banks,  by  requiring,  on  the 
commencement  of  the  system,  one-sixth  part  of  the  revenue  to  be  paid  in 
gold  and  silver,  another  sixth  part  to  be  added  from  year  to  year,  until  the 
time  shall  arrive  when  no  other  currency  shall  be  received  or  disbursed, 
but  that  known  to  the  constitution — "a  gold  and  silver  currency"  being,  in 
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the  words  of  Daniel  Webster,  "the  law  of  the  land  at  home,  and  the  law 
of  the  world  abroad."  The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia  ard  New  Orleans,  public  receivers  at  Boston 
New  York,  Charleston,  and  St.  Lonis,  collectors  of  the  customs  a  t  the' 
remaining  sea-port  towns,  and  the  receivers  of  the  land  offices,  constitute 
the  fiscal  agents  of  the  Government. 

In  order  to  prevent  fraud  and  defalcation,  many  salutary  checks  and 
guards  are  provided,  and  the  use  or  embezzlement  of  the  public  funds, 
by  any  of  the  receivers,  is  declared  felony,  and  subjects  the  offender  to 
imprisonment.  But  six  additional  officers  are  required  to  put  the  system 
in  operation,  at  the  expense  of  sixteen  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per 
annum.  Such  are  the  plain  and  practicable  provisions  of  the  Independent 
Treasury  system — a  system  that  has  been  in  partial  operation,  but  with- 
out the  proper  checks  and  guards,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment— a  system  that  places  in  the  hands  of  Government  officers  no  new 
or  dangerous  powers— a  system  founded  on  the  sound  principle,  that  the 
Government  should  keep  its  money  in  its  own  hands,  for  its  own  use,  col- 
lecting no  more  from  the  people  than  is  necessary  for  the  wise  and  eco- 
nomical administration  of  its  affairs.  The  safety  of  the  funds,  and  the 
certainty  that  they  would  always  be  available,  are  much  greater  than  in 
banks.  The  officers  of  the  Government  and  the  officers  of  the  banks 
are,  or  should  be,  selected  for  their  probity  and  intelligence;  and  there  is 
no  reason  to  suppose  that  one  is  more  liable  to  stray  from  the  paths  of 
honesty  than  the  other.  A  temptation  to  commit  robberies  on  the  ex- 
chequer of  the  nation  is  no  greater  than  the  temptation  to  filch  from  the 
vaults  of  the  banks — the  advantages,  even  in  this  respect,  being  on  the 
side  of  the  Independent  Treasury  system;  the  accounts  being  so  few  and 
simple  as  scarcely  to  admit  of  false  entries  without  the  certainty  of  detec- 
tion. The  dangers  from  fire  and  robbery  are  less,  as  the  precious  metals, 
though  melted,  would  still  retain  their  intrinsic  value;  and  the  difficulties 
of  carrying  off  and  concealing  gold  and  silver  are  much  greater  than  pur- 
loining and  secreting  paper  money. 

There  is  still  one  great  and  important  point  in  favor  of  this  system;  it 
is,  that  the  General  Government  can  always  draw  for  its  funds  to  meet  any 
exigency  that  may  arise,  without  interfering  with  the  monetary  affairs  of 
the  people — neither  causing  an  expansion  of  money  at  one  time,  or  con- 
traction at  another— leaving  the  regulation  of  the  paper  money  to  the 
banks,  and  to  the  States  who  have  assumed  the  responsibility  of  authoriz- 
ing such  issues.  If  it  be  asserted  that  a  number  of  the  prominent  men 
of  the  nation,  who  have  heretofore  expressed  opinions  favorable  to  the 
State  bank  deposite  system,  are  now  opposed  to  it,  the  answer  is,  that  the 
system  had  not  then  been  fully  tried;  and  that,  when  it  was  found  to  be 
utterly  defective  and  wanting  in  all  the  requisites  necessary  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  public  funds,  they  at  once  abandoned  it.  But  by  a  strange 
inconsistency  in  the  human  character,  many  of  our  public  men  who  had 
denounced  and  prophesied  all  manner  of  evil  of  what  they  termed  the 
pet  bank  sy3tem,  only  became  convinced  of  its  worth  and  value,  when 
these  depositories  of  the  public  money  proved  fraudulent  to  their  trust, 
and  spread  ruin  and  desolation  through  the  land.  Among  the  names  that 
stand  out  in  bold  relief,  we  find  those  of  Henry  Clay,  John  Quincy  Adams, 
and  Daniel  Webster.  ■     ,  J  J 
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If  it  be  asserted  that  our  country  has,  during  the  whole  period  of  her 
connection  with  the  State  banks,  prospered  beyond  example,  the  answer 
is,  that  our  prosperity  was  owing  to  far  different  causes,  and  that  our 
natural  resources  are  such  as  to  cause  us  to  flourish,  despite  of  that  con- 
nection. It  would  be  hard  to  show  that  the  failure  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  banks,  between  1811  and  1830,  added  any  thing  to  the  wealth  of 
the  country;  and  equally  difficult  would  it  be  to  prove  that  the  recent  fail- 
ure or  suspension  of  every  bank  in  the  Union  was  a  measure  calculated  to 
advance  the  prosperity  of  the  people. 

It  may  be  said  that,  if  it  be  proper  for  the  State  to  receive  paper  money 
in  payment  of  taxes,  the  like  reasons  would  apply  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment; but  there  is  no  analogy  in  the  cases.  For  the  State  Government 
to  refuse  the  notes  of  banks  in  which  she  has  so  large  an  interest,  and  over 
which  she  has  a  direct  control,  would  be  to  discredit  her  own  paper,  and 
injure  her  own  resources,  and  might  be  likened  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment refusing  to  take  Treasury  notes  in  payment  of  the  public  dues.  A 
recent  defalcation  of  a  collector  of  the  customs  is  adduced  as  an  argument 
showing  the  dangers  of  the  Independent  Treasury  system.  That  defal- 
cation commenced  while  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  the  fiscal  agent 
of  the  Government — was  extended  under  the  State  bank  deposite  system — 
and  was  finally  detected  under  the  present  temporary  Independent  Trea- 
sury system. 

The  unconstitutionality  and  danger  of  a  National  Bank  are  sufficient 
to  warrant  your  committee  in  an  unqualified  opposition  to  such  an  institu- 
tion; and  if  evidence  of  its  unconstitutionality,  danger,  and  inutility,  is 
asked  for  by  its  friends,  they  are  respectfully  referred  to  the  speech  of 
Henry  Clay,  delivered  in  Congress  in  1811. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  concur  in  so  much  of  Governor  Carina's 
inaugural  address  as  has  reference  to  the  currency;  and,  in  conclusion, 
report  the  fallowing  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  be  instructed,  and  our  Representatives  re- 
quested, to  vote  for  any  bill  having  for  its  object  the  disconnection  of  Bank 
and  State. 

E.  M.  DALEY, 
J.  WILSON  GOUGE, 
ISAAC  P.  WALKER, 
WM.  COMPHER. 
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Mr.  Thornton,  from  the  select   committee  to    which   the  subject  had 
been  referred,  made  the   following 

REPORT: 

The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  a  resolution  instructing  them 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  Governor 
and  judicial  officers  of  the  State,  have  had  that  subject  under  consider- 
ation, and,  after  the  most  thorough  and  mature  investigation,  instructed 
me  to  report: 

That  they  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  that  the  proposed  measure  is 
not  only  highly  expedient  and  just,  but  also  absolutely  necessary,  and 
unequivocally  called  for  by  the  spirit  of  our  Constitution  and  the  best 
interests  of  the  State. 

This  opinion  is  fortified  by  a  variety  of  reasons,  of  which  a  few  only 
need  now  be  enumerated:  and,  first,  in  regard  to  the  head  of  the  Execu- 
tive Department  of  the  State.  The  annual  compensation  paid  him, 
($1,000,)  will  not  more  than  enable  an  individual,  moving  even  in  the 
private  walks  of  life,  to  support  a  family  comfortably;  and  indeed  there 
are  in  our  State  very  few  persons  occupying  any  official  station  or  place 
of  trust,  however  unimportant  it  may  be,  except  our  Executive  and 
Judiciary,  who  do  not  receive  a  larger  remuneration  for  their  services. 
How  totally  inadequate  then  is  the  salary  of  the  Governor  seen  to  be, 
when  it  is  recollected  that,  in  addition  to  the  necessity  of  supporting  his 
family,  he  owes  so  much,  not  only  of  his  time  and  labor,  but  of  pecu- 
niary expenditure  to  the  public;  and  that  ihe  value  of  his  services  and 
the  responsibilities  of  his  station  are  so  infinitely  greater  than  those  of 
the  incumbent  of  most  other  offices  under  our  State  Government !  As 
the  head  of  our  political  family,  he  owes  it  to  himself,  and  to  the  sover- 
eign people  over  whom  he  presides,  not  only  to  devote  the  greater  por- 
tion of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  guardianship  of  those  interests 
upon  which  his  administration  must  necessarily  operate,  but  also  to  live 
in  a  style  which,  not  incompatible  with  the  republican  simplicity  of  our 
institutions,  still  must  require  a  large  expenditure  of  money  on  his  part. 
Residing  at  the  seat  of  Government,  as  he  should  do,  he  should  be  pre- 
pared at  all  times,  and  especially  during  the  sitting  of  the  Legislature, 
to  throw  open  his  doors  for  the  reception  and  entertainment  of   the 


officers  of  Government  and  distinguished  strangers.  This  is  necessary 
to  aid  in  the  preservation  of  those  relations  of  harmony  and  good  feeling 
which  should  always  characterize  the  intercourse  of  those  entrusted  with 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  various  departments  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  in  making,  on  the  minds  of  those  who  visit  our  State,  a  favor- 
able impression  of  our  statesmen,  our  institutions,  &c. 

The  same  remarks,  in  most  respects,  will  apply  to  the  question  of 
increasing  the  compensation  of  our  judicial  officers;  and  to  them,  others, 
peculiar  in  their  application,  and  equally  cogent,  may  be  added.  It  has 
always  been  a  desideratum  to  render  the  Judiciary  independent  of  all 
extraneous  influences,  arising  either  from  a  feeble  tenure  of  office,  or 
inadequacy  of  compensation,  and  compelling  the  incumbent  of  the  bench 
to  seek  to  gain  favor  with  any  political  party,  with  a  view  of  being 
transferred  to  a  more  profitable  and  dignified  post.  A  sufficiency  should 
be  allowed  to  Judges  to  induce  them  to  seek  the  office  for  its  own  sake, 
and  not  as  a  mere  auxiliary  to  the  obtension  of  other  and  political  prefer- 
ment— a  salary  adequate  to  the  support  of  the  incumbent,  and  such  as 
will  prevent  him  from  plunging  into  speculations,  or  other  active  business 
by  which  his  mind  would  be  constantly  abstracted  from  a  devotion  to  the 
discharge  of  his  judicial  functions.  If  such  be  not  the  case,  it  cannot  be 
expected,  and  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  require  them  to  renounce  the 
means  of  fairly  bettering  their  condition.  Policy  then,  if  no  more  cogent 
reason  existed,  would  demand  the  allowance  of  a  sufficient  compensation 
to  make  the  situation  a  desirable  one,  and  not  of  mutation  or  change, 
and  to  secure  the  constant  and  undivided  attention  of  its  incumbent  to 
the  performance  of  his  functions,  unswayed  by  any  foreign  or  improper 
influence. 

In  no  other  department  of  the  Government  is  reposed  so  sacred,  so 
important  a  trust  as  in  the  Judiciary.  The  Legislature  may  enact;  the 
Executive  may  approve ;  but  the  Judicary  must  expound,  administer, 
and  enforce  the  laws.  The  evils  of  unwise  legislation  may  be  at  once 
detected  and  easily  remedied;  the  course  of  Executive  misrule,  or  usur- 
pation, may  be  speedily  checked;  and  as  the  deleterious  consequences 
resulting  from  either  must  be  palpable,  so  will  they  be  temporary;  but 
the  injury  done  to  the  best  interests  of  community  by  an  improper  or 
incorrect  exposition  of  the  laws  by  our  courts,  whether  intentional  or 
not,  being  less  widely  operative,  and  consequently  less  easily  perceived, 
is  longer  unchecked,  and  may  be  irremediable.  Unlike  the  action  of  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  Departments,  the  operations  of  the  courts 
are  silent;  and  affecting,  in  most  cases,  only  individual  interests,  do  not, 
however  palpably  wrong,  so  loudly  call  for,  nor  so  speedily  obtain  redress. 
Upon  the  decisions  of  the  courts  depend  "the  lives,  the  fortunes,  and  the 
sacred  honor"  of  ourselves  and  our  constituents.  Then,  should  not  the 
officers  called  upon  to  form  and  pronounce  those  decisions  be  placed  in- 
contestibly  beyond  the  reach  of  any  foreign  and  malign  influence  by 
which  their  judgments  might  be  swayed?  Should  they  not  be  freed  from 
the  temptation  of  looking  to  the  interests  to  be  affected  by  their  decisions, 
when  called  upon  to  expound  the  law,  rather  than  to  the  law  itself,  while 
proud  of  the  dignity  of  their  station,  and  content  with  the  remuneration 


lade  them,  they  should  seek,  by  a  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties,  to 
ecure  for  themselves  high  judicial  standing  and  the  confidence  of  their 
jllow-citizens,  and  by  this  honorable  means  to  strengthen  the  tenure  of 
n  office,  holding  which,  they  should  consider  no  other  desirable?  It  may 
>e  laid  down  as  an  axiom  in  politics,  that  on  the  faithful,  impartial,  hon- 
st,  and  correct  administration  of  our  laws,  depends  more  than  on  any 
hing  else,  not  only  the  welfare  of  the  people,  but  the  popularity  of  our 
istitutions.  Let  but  the  channels  of  judicial  action  be  polluted  or  cor- 
upted,  and  the  most  awful  consequences  must  ensue;  not  only  will  an 
njust  deprivation  of  individual  life,  property,  and  reputation  follow;  not 
nly  will  the  innocent  suffer,  and  the  guilty  go  unscathed,  but  the  whole 
ody  politic  must  become  diseased.  Then,  can  any  one  doubt  that  there 
hould  cease  to  be  any  longer  any  disparity  between  the  salaries  of  our 
udges  and  the  importance  and  responsibility  of  their  judicial  functions, 
nd  that  they  thus  be  deterred  from  stepping  from  their  exalted  stations 
a  others  still  more  exalted? 

But  again,  policy  demands  the  appointment  not  only  of  honest  and 
pright,  but  of  competent  judges.  It  is  in  vain  that  a  man  may  desire 
o  do  right,  if  he  be  ignorant  of  what  is  right.  It  can  afford  no  solace 
3  the  widow  and  orphans  of  him  who  has  died  upon  the  gallows,  that  a 
ilse  but  honest  exposition  of  the  law  consigned  ihe  husband  and  the 
ither  to  an  ignominious  death.  The  winds  of  Heaven  will  not  beat  less 
iiilessly  upon  the  unsheltered  head  of  the  houseless  midnight  wanderer 
fho,  by  the  erroneous  decision  of  an  honest  but  ignorant  judge,  has  been, 
educed  from  wealth  and  affluence  to  poverty  and  want,  from  the  con- 
ideration  that  the  perversion  of  the  principles  of  law,  in  their  exposition 
y  the  court,  had  been  unintentional. 

The  State  should  place  and  retain  the  best  talents  and  highest  legal  at- 
ainments,  as  well  as  the  strictest  integrity  and  uprightness,  upon  the 
jench.  This,  under  the  present  state  of  things,  cannot  be  done  effectu- 
Illy.  The  salaries  now  allowed  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  and  Circuit 
jJourts,  after  deducting  therefrom  the  incidental  expenses  necessarily  in- 
urred  by  them  in  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties,  will  not  exceed 
i700  per  annum.  Not  only  can  every  lawyer  of  fair  standing  realize 
our  times  that  amount  by  his  practice,  but  the  perquisites  of  office  of 
very  merchant's  clerk,  of  almost  every  clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court,  and 
f  very  many  justices  of  the  peace,  greatly  exceed  it.  Then,  can  it  be 
upposed  that  the  great  pecuniary  sacrifice  involved  in  an  acceptance  or 
etention  of  a  seat  upon  the  bench,  will  be  made  by  those  now  enjoying,, 
r  who,  by  returning  to  the  bar,  might  enjoy  a  lucrative  practice;  or 
hat,  if  the  station  be  accepted,  it  will  be  retained  on  such  terms,  devolv- 
lg,  as  it  does,  upon  the  incumbent  not  only  a  sacrifice  of  personal  inter- 
st,  but  so  much  of  fatigue,  labor,  and  responsibility? 

However  adequate  may  have  been  the  salaries  of  our  public  function- 
ries  on  the  organization  of  our  State  Government,  they  have  long  ceased 
3  be  so.  To  prove  this  assertion,  recurrence  to  the  past  is  only 
ecessary. 

The  salaries  of  the  Supreme  Judges  were  fixed  by  the  Constitution  at 

1,000  per  annum,  during  their  temporary  appointment:  and  by  the 


same  instrument  it  was  declared  that  the  Judges  to  be  chosen  on  the  reor-i 
ganization  of  the  Judiciary,  as  well  of  the  inferior  as  the  Supreme  Court 
should  have  adequate  and  competent  salaries. 

A  law  made  on  the  29th  March,  1819,  in  conformity  to  the  sixth  sec- 
tion of  the  third  article  of  the  Constitution,  establishes  the  salary  stil 
paid  the  Governor  ($1,000.)  What  was  the  situation  of  our  State  at  the 
period  referred  to,  1818-19,  compare^1  to  its  present  situation?  Its  pop 
ulation  was  then  but  forty  thousand;  the  number  of  counties  was  bui; 
fifteen;  Madison  was  the  extreme  northern  county  on  the  Mississippi., 
and  Crawford  on  the  Wabash;  the  northern  and  eastern  portions  of  the' 
State,  which  now  contain  considerably  more  than  one-half  of  the  whole 
population  of  the  State,  held  then  scarcely  fifty  families,  while  much  the 
greater  portion  was  an  entire  wilderness,  inhabited  alone  by  savages^ 
Just  emerging  into  a  State  Government,  her  treasury  was  then  empty: 
her  energies  unripe,  her  resources  undeveloped,  and  her  dockets  almost 
blank.  Now,  she  contains  seventy  counties,  a  population  of  at  least  five 
hundred  thousand  souls,  and,  after  the  next  census,  will  be  entitled  to  at 
least  eight,  or  perhaps  ten  members  of  Congress;  while  there  is  in  one 
county  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  more  judicial  business  than  there 
was  then  in  the  whole  State.  The  duties  and  labors  of  the  Executive; 
and  Judiciary  have  consequently  greatly  increased. 

Again,  if  a  comparisan  were  made  between  the  intrinsic  value  of  I 
dollar  at  that  time  and  the  present,  it  would  be  found  that  it  would  pur- 
chase then  four  times  as  much  as  at  the  present  day,  owing  to  the  rise 
and  enhanced  price  of  every  article  of  necessity  and  support ;  yet  the 
salaries  have  been  during  all  this  time  almost  stationary,  and  have  not 
advanced  with  the  advanced  price  of  provisions  and  labor,  and  the  neces^ 
sary  articles  of  support.  While  the  State  has  been  gradually  but  con- 
stantly progressing  from  the  feebleness  of  infancy  to  the  full  vigor  of  ma4 
turity,  receiving  into  her  bosom  the  full  tide  of  emigration  that  has  been 
constantly  rolling  into  it,  broad  and  deep,  from  all  directions ;  while, 
with  the  increase  of  her  physical,  numerical,  and  political  strength,  and] 
the  development  of  her  almost  boundless  resources,  she  has  been  con- 
stantly fostering  the  agricultural,  commercial,  and  manufacturing  inter-' 
ests  of  her  citizens;  devising  and  putting  into  motion  her  proud,  stupen- 
dous scheme  of  internal  improvements,  and  paying  amply  for  every] 
thing  furnished  her,  and  for  every  thing  done  for  her  in  every  department1 
of  physical  labor — the  salary  of  her  Governor  has  remained  entirely,  ol 
her  Judges  nearly,  stationary. 

This  is  not  as  it  should  be;  and  your  committee  believing  that  the  in- 
crease of  compensation  of  these  officers  of  the  State  should,  in  justice  to 
them  and  to  the  State,  have  kept  pace  with  the  change  in  the  affairs  of 
the  State,  and  the  character  of  the  times,  confidently  express  the  opinion 
that  the  time  has  now  come  when  the  evils  complained  of  may,  and 
should,  be  remedied  by  an  act  of  wise  legislation. 

But  little  examination  into  the  legislation  of  the  other  States  of  the 
Union  is  necessary  to  convince  us  that  the  Executive  and  Judiciary  o( 
almost  every  one  of  those  States  are  placed,  by  the  compensation  made 
them,  on  loftier  ground  than  that  occupied  by  our  Governor  and  Judges. 
In  Virginia,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Ohio,  and  even  Massachusetts, 
Michigan,  New  Hampshire,   and    Maine,   their  compensation   is  much 


igher  than  in  ours;  but  the  means  of  ascertaining  the  precise  sum  is  not 
t  band.  By  the  following  table,  compiled  from  the  laws  at  the  respec- 
ve  years  named,  a  comparison  may  be  instituted  between  the  legislation 
I  our  fctate  and  that  of  those  named,  in  this  respect,  which  redounds 
i  the  estimation  of  your  committee,  but  little  to  the  credit  of  our 
tate. 


>ates. 

States. 

Governor. 

Chancellor.  Judges  Su- 

Judges  Cir- 

334 

i  preme   Ct. 

cuit  Court. 

New  York  - 
Louisiana     - 

$3,500 
5,000 

$3,000 

$3,000 

$2,000 

319 

North  Carolina     - 
Alabama 

,    3,000 
2,500 

- 

2,500 
1,750 

1,950 

322 

Mississippi    - 

2,500 

2,000 

319 

Georgia        - 

3,000 

_ 

2,100 

331 

Tennessee    ... 

2,000 

_ 

1,800 

1,300 

338 

Missouri       - 

1,500 

- 

1,200 

*  1,100 

Kentucky     - 

.    - 

- 

2,000 

Indiana 

— 

1,500 

1,200 

Your  committee  regret  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  present  Gen- 
al  Assembly  completely  to  remedy  the  evil  complained  of.  By  the 
rth  section  of  the  third  article  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  declared  that 
e  compensation  therein  allowed  to  the  Governor  shall  not  be  increased 
diminished  during  the  continuannce  in  office  of  the  incumbent.  This 
nstitutional  inhibition  must  prevent  an  increase  of  the  salary  of  our 
esent  Governor;  but  your  committee,  entertaining  the  opinion  that  the 
lanes  of  the  Governor  and  of  the  Judges  should  be  raised  as  early 
by  the  Constitution  they  may  be,  in  pursuance  of  these  views,  report 
>ill,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  salaries  of  certain  officers  therein 
imed." 


*  Proposed  by  the  Governor  to  be  now  rased. 
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Fund  Commissioners'  Office, 

Vandalia,  December   24, 1838. 

Sir:  We  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  report  made  in   pursuance   of  a 
call  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  accompanying  documents. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

THOMAS  MATHER, 
M.  M.  RAWLINGS, 
CHARLES  OAKLEY. 
To  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Vandalia,  December  24,  1838. 

In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  8th 
instant,  the  undersigned,  Fund  Commissioners,  respectfully  report: 

That  by  reference  to  an  act  of  the  last  General  Assembly,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  the  surplus  revenue,"  it  will  appear  that  the  Fund  Com- 
missioners were  directed  to  pay  a  certain  amount  of  the  surplus  revenue, 
which  had  been  appropriated  to  the  school  fund,  on  account  of  the  sub- 
scription of  three  millions  of  stock  which  they  were  authorized  to  sub- 
scribe to  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  and  the  Bank  of  Illinois.  This  sum, 
amounting  to  three  hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  six  hundred  dollars, 
was  thus  paid  to  said  banks;  leaving  the  sum  of  two  millions  six  hundred 
and  sixty-four  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  due  on  said  subscriptions. 
1  To  meet  this  payment,  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  bonds,  of 
one  thousand  dollars  each,  were  issued  and  disposed  of  at  par. 
William  Walters,  Public  Printer. 


The  amount  of  bonds  or  certificates  of  internal  improvement  stock 
which  have  been  issued,  is  two  millions  two  hundred  and  four  thousand 
dollars,  being  in  two  tlousand  two  hundred  and  four  certificates,  of  one 
thousand  dollars  each.  Of  these,  one  hundred  was  sold  at  a  premium  of 
five  per  cent.,  and  the  remainder  at  par.  For  more  particular  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  disposition  of  all  the  bonds,  the  Commissioners  would 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  their  repoit  to  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  of 
December  1st,  1837,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted,  marked  A. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  last  clause  of  the  18th  section 
of  the  internal  improvement  act,  there  has  been  paid  to  counties  ons 
hundred  and  forty-four  thousand  seven  hundred  dollars.  The  respective 
counties  which  have  received  a  dividend  from  this  appropriation,  with 
the  amount  thereof,  are  detailed  in  the  accompanying  document,, 
marked  B. 

The  unexpended  balance  remaining  at  the  disposal  of  the  Commis- 
sioners is  deposited  in  banks,  on  general  deposite,  and  at  an  interest  at 
the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum.  It  is  used  by  the  banks  as"  other 
similar  deposites,  and  paid  upon  the  checks  of  the  Commissioners  at  ?nv 
time,  and  in  such  sums  as  they  may  choose  to  draw.  The  total  amount 
is  one  million  nineteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  four 
cents;  the  particular  disposition  of  which  appears  in  the  account  cur- 
rent, marked  C. 

The  amount  paid  upon  the.  drafts  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of 
Public  Works,  is  one  million  one  hundred  and  forty-two  thousand  twenty- 
seven  dollars  and  five  cents,  and  is  charged,  as   directed  by  said   Board, 
to  the  following  accounts : 
Great  Wabash  river  ....  $2,316  00 

Illinois  river  ......  5,100  00 

Rock  river  -       /     -  .  .  -  2,300  00 

Kaskaskia  river 2,279  37 

Little  Wabash  river  -  -  -  -  3,799  76 

Grer.t  Western  mail    route  -  -  -  94,932  07 

Central  railroad 200,127  38 

Alton  andMt.  Carmel  and  Alton  and  Shawneetown  railroad    126,516  57 
Northern  Cross  railroad      ....  521,420  25 

Branch  of  Central  railroad  -  -  -  56,789  09 

Peoria  and  Warsaw  railroad  ...  83,370  84 

Bloomington  and  Mackinaw  railroad  -  -  43,075  72 


$1,142,027  05 


The  statement  marked  D  exhibits  the  amount  drawn  by  the  order  of 
each  Commissioner,  the  aggregate  of  which  will  be  found  to  correspond 
with  the  foregoing  accounts. 

The  amount  received  by  the  Commissioners,  on  account  of  their  servi- 
ces, is  six  thousand  dollars.  That  portion  of  this  sum  to  be  accounted 
for  by  each  individual  appears  in  the  account  current  referred  to  above. 

The  statement  marked  E  shows  the  amount  paid  for  clerk  hire,  as 
well  as  the  amount  paid  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  together  with  the 
incidental  expenses,  amounting,  in  all,  to  four  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy  dollars  and  nine  cents.  There  is  no  one  employed  by  the 
Board,  except  their  Secretary,  whose  compensation  is  $1,000  per  annum. 


By  reference  to  the  accompanying  account,  it  appears  that  the  total 
amount  of  funds  which  have  come  into  the^  hands  of  the  Commissioners, 
is  five  millions  six  hundred  and  sixty-eight  thousand  and  three  dollars 
and  ninety  two  cents,  and  is  derived  from  the  following  sources:    v 

State  of  Illinois $477,919  14 

Bonds 4,869,000  00 

Premiums,  dividends,  and  interest    -  -  -  321,084  78 

$5,668,003  92 


The  amount  disbursed  is  four  millions  six  hundred  and  forty-eight 
thousand  three  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dollars  and  e'ghty-eight  cents, 
as  follows: 

Amount  paid  for  bank  stock             -             -             -  $3,000,000  00 

Amount  paid  drafts  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  1,142,027  05 

Amount  paid  Counties         .             -             .  144,700  00 

Amount  paid  interest           ...             -  292,250  00 

Amount  paid  Fund  Commissioners             -             -  6,000  00 

Amount  paid  incidental  expenses                  -             -  4,870  09 

Amount  paid  for  iron,  locomotives,  &c         -             -  58,552  74 

Balance         -  '          -            -            -            -  1,019,604  04 


$5,668,003  92 


It  may  may  not  here  be  improper  to  state,  that  the  interest  is  paid  upon 
the  bonds  to  the  1st  of  January  ensuing.  The  interest  received  is  cal- 
culated to  the  25th  November,  and  the  dividends  from  the  State  Bank, 
to  the  first  of  the  present  month.  On  the  first  of  January,  the  semi-an- 
nual dividend  will  be  declared  by  the  Bank  of  Illinois.  We  are  assured 
that  it  will  not  be  less  than  three  per  cent.,  making  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars which  will  then  pass  to  the  credit  of  the  dividend  account. 

Of  the  exchange  deposited  with  the  Bank  of  Illinois,  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  has  not  been  disposed  of;  when  this  shall  be  sold, 
it  will,  in  like  manner,  add  to  the  amount  of  credits  on  account  of  pre- 
miums. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  MATHER, 
M.  M.  RAWLINGS, 
CHAS.  OAKLEY,    _ 
Fund  Commissioners. 


A. 

i 

»         Fund  Commissioners'  Office, 

Springfield,  December  1,  1837. 

Sir  :  The  act  to  establish  a  general  system  of  internal  improvement 
requiring  that  the  Fund  Commissioners  make  quarterly  reports  to  you, 
the  undersigned,  in  pursuance  of  that  provision,  beg  leave  to  report: 

*That  since  they  had  the  honor  of  forwarding  you  their  report  of  the 
1st  of  June,  they  have,  for  the  most  part  of  the  time,  been  absent  from 
the  State,  on  business  connected  with  their  official  duties,  and,  for  a  con- 
siderable part  of  that  time,  have  been  separoted  from  each  other.  For 
these  reasons  they  did  not  report  to  you  on  the  1st  of  September. "  They 
beg  leave  now  to  embrace  the  whole  of  their  operations  for  the  last  six 
months  in  one  report. 

The  State  Bank  and  Bank  of  Illinois  having  accepted  the  proposition 
of  the  Legislature  for  an  increase  of  their  capitals,  the  amount  directed 
to  be  invested  in  the  stock  of  these  institutions  by  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  the  surplus  revenue,"  was  subscribed  to  the  State  Bank 
for  2,356  shares — $235,600;  and  on  account  of  subscription  to  the  Bank 
of  Illinois,  $100,000. 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  special  session  of  the  Legislature, 
the  Commissioners  proceeded  to  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  effecting 
a  loan  for  the  payment  of  the  remainder  of  the  subscriptions  of  the  State 
to  the  banks,  as  well  as  for  means  for  the  prosecution  of  the  several 
works  of  internal  improvement.  After  advertising  in  several  of  the  news- 
papers of  that  city,  that  bids  would  be  received  for  loans  for  these  pur- 
poses, they  were  much  disappointed,  on  the  arrival  of  the  day  fixed  for 
opening  the  bids,  to  find  that  no  offers  were  made. 

They  had  hoped  that,  notwithstanding  other  States  had  failed  to  pro- 
cure means  for  similar  purposes,  their  own  State  might  find  more  favor 
with  capitalists.  No  disposition  being  manifested  by  them  to  take  our 
bonds,  an  amount  sufficient  to  pay  the  balance  due,  and  to  become  due, 
the  banks,  was  offered  to' these  institutions  at  par,  viz :  to  the  State  Bank, 
1,765  bonds  of  $1,000  each,  and  to  the  Bank  of  Illinois,  900  bonds  of  the 
same  denomination.     This  offer  has  been  accepted  by  both  banks. 

Subsequently,  and  after  many  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners 
to  dispose  of  a  portion  of  the  internal  improvement  bonds,  they  succeed- 
ed in  selling  to  James  Irvine  one  thousand  bonds  of  $1,000  each;  to 
Nicholas  Biddle,  one  thousand  bonds;  and  to  Hall  and  Hudson,  one  hun- 
dred bonds  all  of  the  same  denomination ;  making  in  all  twenty-one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  ($2,100,000)  at  par. 

They  also  sold  to  Boorman  and  Johnson  one  hundred  bonds  of  the  same 
amount,  at  five  per  cent,  premium.  The  two  last  mentioned  sales  were 
for  cash  on  delivery  of  the  bonds;  the  first  two  are  to  be  paid  for  in  sums 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  each  per  month. 

The  amount  of  the  drafts  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  paid  since 
the  1st  of  June,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand  and  fifty-iix 
dollars  and  thirty-one  cents.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  MATHER, 
CHARLES  OAKLEY. 

Levi  Davis,  Esq. 

Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 


5 
B. 


Statement  showing  the  amount  paid  to  counties  under  the  provisions  of  the  last 
clause  of  the  18th  section  of  the  net  of  the  Legislature,  passed  on  the  27th 
day  of  February,  1837,  "to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  system  of 
internal  improvement^ " 


No. 

Counties. 

Dale. 

Amount. 

1 

Calhoun  county      ... 

November 

10 

$2,727  50 

2 

Greene         "           - 

October 

29 

30,205  00 

3 

Monroe         "           ... 

October 

29 

6,900  00 

4 

Randolph     " 

October 

16 

14,237  50 

5 

Johnson        "           ... 

December 

14 

5,415  00 

6 

Pope             "            ... 

November 

1 

9,387  50 

7 

Hamilton      "           - 

October 

30 

7,027  50 

8 

White           «... 

December 

10 

15,535  00 

9 

Lawrence     "           ... 

October 

29 

11,125  00 

10 

Crawford     "           - 

October 

25 

8,760  00 

11 

Clarke         «... 

December 

8 

8,532  50 

12 

Jasper           "           ... 

December 

8 

1,037  50 

13 

Effingham    "          - 

November 

1 

2,637  50 

15 

Knox            "           ... 

November 

10 

5,850  00 

16 

Warren        "           ... 

October 

30 

6,532  50 

17 

Bond            "          ... 

October 

29 

8,790  00 

144,700  00 
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7 

D. 

Statement  showing  the  amount  drawn  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  each 
separate  work,  viz: 

For  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad     -  -  -  $52 1,420  25 

Of  which  sum — 

Murray  McConnel,  C.  P.  W.,  has  drawn  $463,819  47 
M.  K.  Alexander,  C.  P.  W.       -  -         49,350  78 

Joel  Wright,  C.  P.  W.  -  -  8,250  00 


For  the  Central  Railroad     -                          -  -                200,127  3S 
Of  which  sam — 

Elijah  Willard,  C.  P.  W.,  has  drawn  $44,650  00  * 

M.  K.  Alexander,  C.  P.  W.     -            -,  392  18 

Murray  McConnel,  C.  P.  W.    -             -  12.321  86 

John  Dixon,  C.  P.  W.              -            -  53,852  67 

Ebenezer  Peck,  C.  P.  W.                      -  38,071  67 

William  Kinney,  C.  P.  W.      -             -  15,438  62 

J.  Stephenson,  C.  P.  W.         -            -  35,400  38 

For  the  Alton,  Mt.  Carmel  and  Shawneetown  Railroad           126,516  57 
Of  which  sum — 

M.  K.  Alexander,  C.  P.  W.,  has  drawn  $36,024  92 

William  Kinney,  C.  P.  W.       -             -  47,569  95 

Elijah  Willard,  C.  P.  W.                      -  42,921  70 

For  the  Great  Western  Mail  Route             -  -            -      94,932  07 
Of  which  sum — 

William  Kinney,  C.  P.  W.,  has  drawn  $57,783  65 

M.  K.  Alexander,  C.  P.  W.     -            -  37,148  42 

For  Central  Branch  Railroad  ....      56,789  09 

Of  which  sum — 

M.  K.  Alexander,  C.  P.  W.,  has  drawn  $56,789  09 

For  the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  Railroad         -  -             -      83,370  84 

Of  which  sum —  <v 

Joel  Wright,  C.  P.  W.,  has  drawn  $83,370  84 

For  Bloomington,  Mackinaw  and  Peoria  Railroad  -      43,075  72 
I  Of  which  sum — 

Murray  McConnel,  C.  P.  W.,  has  drawn  $43,075  72 


For  Great  Wabash  river      .....      2,316  00 

Of  which  sum — 

M.  K.  Alexander,  C.  P.  W.,  has  drawn         $2,316  00         , 

For  Illinois  river       -  -       '      -  -  -  -      5,100  00 

Of  which  sum — 

Murray  McConnel,  C.  P.  W.,  has  drawn      $5,100  00 


STATEMENT  D— Continued. 

For  Rock  river       _..--- 
Of  which  sum — 

John  Dixon,  C.  P.  W.,  has  drawn        -  #2,300  00 

For  Kaskaskia  river  - 

Of  which  sum — 

William  Kinney,  C.  P.  W.,  has  drawn  $2,279  37 

For  Little  Wabash  river     - 
Of  which  sum — 

Elijah  Willard,  C.  P.  W.,  has  drawn  $3,799  76 


Statement  of  items   of  incidental  expenses. 

Amount  paid  Secretary  pro.  tem.  and  Secretary 
Amount  paid  Secretary  of  State  for  certified  copies  of  the 

laws  ...... 

Amount  paid  for  engraving  plates  for  bonds,  and  printing 

same  _.--_- 

Amount  paid  G.  W.  Carruthers,  late  Secretary  of  Internal 

Improvement  Board,  for  services 
Amount  paid  Wm.  H.  Lee,  for  transporting  two  trunks  of 

bonds  from  Vandalia  to  Springfield 
Amount  paid  for  office  rent,  furniture,  postage  and  office 

expenses  in  Vandalia  - 

Amount  paid  for  postage,  stationery,  &,c.  while  the  office 

was  kept  at  Springfield      -  -  - 

Amount  paid  for  office  rent  in  New  York 
Amount  paid  for  stationery  .... 

Amount  paid  for  office  furniture,    - 

Amount  paid  clerks  for  filling  bonds  and  numbering  coupons 
Amount  paid  for  two  iron  trunks  with  India  rubber  covers 
Amount  paid  for  conveying  bonds  to  Illinois  and  back  to 

New  York  - 

Amount  paid  for  coal  for  use  of  office  ... 
Amount  paid  for  Railroad  Journal  - 

Amount  paid  for  porterage  .... 

Amount  paid  for  advertising  for  proposals  for  loans 
Amount  paid  for  stationery  -  - 

Amount  paid  for  postage  ----- 


III.  Legis.    I  H.  R. 


1  1th    Assem. 


REPORT 

OF 

THE  STATE  HOUSE  COMMISSIONERS 

RELATIVE 

To  the  erection  of  the  State  House  at  Springfield. 


December  26,  1838. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 


Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution,  which  passed  your  honorable 
body  on  the  21st  inst.,  calling  for  information  in  reference  to  the  State 
house  now  in  progress  in  Springfield,  we  have  the  honor  to  present  the 
j  following  report: 

In  answer  to  the  question  of  "how  and  in  what  manner  the  contracts 
for  the  construction  of  the  State  house  in  Springfield  have  been  let  out 
and  to  whom,"  we  would  state  that  they  were  given  to  the  following 
named  gentlemen:  L.  L.  Hill,  Reuben  Radford,  West  &  Quim lev,  Dan- 
jiel  Cartwright,  and  John  Hay,  they  being  the  lowest  responsible  bidders. 
|L.  L.  Hill  took  the  contract  for  delivering  1,200  perch  of  stone;  which 
contract  was  subsequently  declared  forfeited  by  the  Board,  and  the  quarry 
carried  on  by  hands,  employed  by  the  day,  under  the  immediate  superin- 
tendence of  the  Board. 

The  contract  for  removing  the  court  house  was  given  to  Reuben  Rad- 
ford, notwithstanding  there  was  one  bid  of  $699,  being  one  dollar  less 
than  the  bid  of  Reuben  Radford;  but  on  his  refusing  to  enter  into  bond 
for  the  performance  of  the  contract,  the  next  lowest  bid  was  taken 
The  contract  for  brick  was  given  to  John  Hay.  The  contract  for  lime 
was  given  to  West  and  Quimley.  The  contract  for  sand  was  taken  bv 
D.  Cartwright.  J 

We  are  not  aware  of  having  refused  to  give  any  one  of  the  contracts 
to  the  lowest  bidder  that  would  enter  into  bonds  for  the  performance  of 
the  contract.  The  bids  were  all  made  in  writing,  and  are  now  in  our 
possession,  subject  to  examination  bv  any  member  of  your  honorable 
ibody. 

In  reference  to  the  inquiry,  "Is  the  work  conducted  by  contract  or 
iaily  labor,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Commissioners  or  their  agents," 


we  would  refer  to  the  following  paragraph  of  our  report,  now  in  posses- 
sion of  a  standing  committee  of  your  honorable  body;  which  is  in  lan- 
guage as  follows: 

"In  relation  to  the  mode  of  erection  adopted  by  the  Board,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  observe  that  the  small  amount  of  such  work  previously  done  in 
the  State,  the  few  persons  among  us  acquainted  with  the  quality  and  value 
of  the  work  required,  and  the  entire  uncertainty  as  to  where,  and  at 
what  expense,  the  chief  necessary  material  couid  be  procured,  were  con- 
siderations which  indicated  to  the  Board  the  propriety  and  advantage  of 
constructing  the  work  under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  the  Board, 
rather  than  by  entering  into  contracts  for  the  performance  of  a  work 
about  which  so  little  was  known  by  experience. 

The  ten  per  cent,  for  contingencies  is  designed  to  cover  all  expenses  that 
may  hereafter  occur,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work,  that  cannot,,  (in  the 
nature  of  things)  be  foreseen.  For  example,  by  way  of  illustration, 
there  is,  between  the  stone  quarry  and  the  State  house,  a  bridge  over 
Sugar  creek,  that  cost  $350.  This  bridge  may  be  swept  away  by  a 
sudden  rise  of  water,  or  be  destroyed  in  some  other  way;  and,  if  so,  $350 
would  be  required  to  rebuild  it.  It  is  for  this  and  like  purposes  that  en- 
gineers and  architects,  in  estimating  the  cost  of  a  work,  add  (usually)  ten 

The  next  inquiry,  "what  compensation  is  allowed  to  the  Architect," 
we  answer  by  remarking  that,  on  commencing  the  work,  we  entered  into 
a  written  contract' with  Mr.  Rague  (now  in  possession)  to  take  charge  oi 
the  work  as  Architect,  conditioned  that  he  give  his  individual  attention 
to  the  work,  from  day  to  day,  on  a  salary  of  one  thousand  dollars  a  year: 
which  is  (in  the  opinion  of  the  Board)  at  least  fifty  per  cent,  less  than 
similar  services  could  now  be  procured  for. 

To  the  next  branch  of  the  inquiry,  as  to  the  number  of  agents  or  sub- 
superintendents,  we  would  respectfully  answer  that  the  Board  have  nc 
agents,  or  sub-superintendents  in  their  employ,  unless  one  clerk,  to  whonr 
is  allowed  five  hundred  dollars  a  year,  is  entitled  to  the  appellation  o 
agent  or  sub-superintendent.  There  is  an  extra  allowance,  of  fifty  cent! 
per  day,  made  to  our  head  workmen  at  the  yard  and  at  the  stone  quarry 
as  an  equivalent  for  their  extra  services. 

To  the  last  branch  of  the  inquiry,  as  to  "what  has  been  the  cost  of  tht 
construction  of  said  building,  in  compensation  to  Commissioners,  architects 
agents,  and  superintendents,"  we  answer,  that  the 

Commissioners  have  received         -  1*^1 

Architect    -           -             -            -            -  "  l»3 

Clerk ■      -  .  J75( 

Making  in  the  aggregate,  the  sum  of  $5,891 

up  to  the  first  of  December,  1838. 

The  remaining  portion  of  the  resolution,  requiring  your  Commissioner: 
"to  exhibit  their  books  and  vouchers  to  any  member  of  your  honorablt 
body  who  may  desire  to  inspect  them,  and  at  the  same  time  to  furnisr 
all  other  information  in  their  power  that  may  be  required  of  them  bj 
any  member,"  will  be  complied  with,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circum 
stances,  with  great  pleasure;  and  since  charges  of  improper  conduct  havi 


been  made  out  of  doors,  calculated  (if  believed)  to  affect  our  characters, 
no  only  as  public  functionaries,  but  as  individuals,  it  is  confidently  be- 
lieved that  your  honorable  body  will,  individually,  avail  themselves  of  the 
requisition  made  upon  us,  as  an  act  of  justice  to  us  (both  in  our  individual 
and  official  capacity)  and  to  the  public  interest:*  All  of  which  is  respect- 
fully  submitted.  A.G.HENRY, 

ARCH'D  JOB. 


I 


III.  Legis.    f  H.  K.  [    jlTH  ^ssem. 


Friday,  December  28,  1838. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  5,000  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 


MESSAGE 


THE    GOVERNOR 

TO 

THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  OF  ILLINOIS, 


TRANSMITTING 


THE  SEMI- ANNUAL  REPORTS 


BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS, 


IN  COMPLIANCE  WITH  THE  TENTH  SECTION 

OF     THE 

ACT    ESTABLISHING    A    GENERAL   SYSTEM 

OP 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT& 


VANDALIA: 

William  Walters,  Public   Printer. 
1838. 


MESSAGE. 


Executive  Department, 

Vandalia,  December  27,  1838. 

Sir:  Incompliance  with  the  10th  section  of  the  act  establishing  a  gen- 
eral system  of  internal  improvements,  I  have  the  honor,  herewith,  to 
transmit  to  you  the  semi-annual  reports  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  Public  Works,  together  with  exhibits  and  accompanying  documents, 
which  embrace  all  the  information  in  possession  of  this  Department,  in 
relation  to  the  conduct  and  management  of  the  public  works  under  the 
direction  of  the  said  Board. 

The  great  importance  of  these  documents  renders  it  highly  necessary 
that  the  originals  should  be  carefully  preserved  on  the  files  of  this  De- 
partment; and  their  voluminous  character  would  have  prevented  me,  in 
any  reasonable  time,  to  have  them  copied. 

I  would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives the  propriety  of  appointing  a  committee  to  superintend  their 
printing,  with  a  view  to  preserve,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  originals 
without  being  defaced  or  injured,  and  cause  them  to  be  returned  to  this 
Department. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  CARLIN. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


REPORT 


THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC   WORKS. 


Vandalia,  III.,  Dec.  2ti,  1838. 
To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Carlin, 

Governor  of  the  Stale  of  Illinois: 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  requisitions  of  the  10th  section  of  the 
law  establishing  a  general  system  of  internal  improvements,  the  un- 
dersigned, Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  submit  to  you  the  following 

REPORT. 

In  performing  the  various  duties  enjoined  upon  them  by  law,  the  Board 
have  found  many  difficulties  to  encounter.  This  was  partially  owing  to 
the  want  of  experience  on  the  part  ot  the  officers  and  agents  employed,  I 
the  scarcity  of  mathematical  instruments  and  apparatus  necessary  to  a  j 
survey  and  reconnoissance  of  the  different  lines  of  road  contemplated  by 
law.  In  the  first  lettings  of  contracts,  too,  the  absence  of  experienced 
and  energetic  contractors  presented  difficulties  which  no  energy  or 
efforts  of  the  Commissioners  could  surmount;  yet  it  is  believed  that,  in 
most  instances,  contracts  were  let,  at  fair  prices,  to  responsible  and  en- 
ergetic contractors. 

In  the  performance  of  this  duty,  they  have  met  with  various  other 
difficulties.  The  law  under  which  they  were  required  to  act  was  found, 
upon  experience,  to  be,  in  many  particulars,  defective. 

The  Commissioners  were  required  to  purchase  lands  for  the  use  of  the 
State,  not  absolutely  necessary  to  the  construction  of  any  particular 
work.  They  were  required  to  establish  an  office  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment and  employ  a  secretary  to  keep  said  office.  They  were  required 
to  employ  engineers  and  general  agents,  whose  services  could  not  be 
confined  to  any  particular  work;  yet  all  the  appropriations  made  by 
law  were  special,  and  confined  to  particular  objects,  and  no  fund  was 
provided  for  any  of  those  general  objects  of  expenditure.  Defects  were 
found  to  exist  in  various  other  parts  of  the  act,  that  render  it  difficult  to 
be  understood,  and  often  still  more  difficult  to  execute. 


The  present  mode  of  acquiring  the  right  of  way  over  the  land  of  the 
citizens  has  been  a  source  of  much  difficulty  to  the  Commissioners,  dis- 
satisfaction to  the  land  owners,  and,  in  many  instances,  great  and  una- 
voidable cost  to  the  State. 

The  mode  of  declaring  contracts  forfeited,  and  of  reletting  those  con- 
tracts, has  been  found  defective,  and,  under  some  circumstances,  must 
operate  to  prevent  the  progress,  or  occasion  a  very  great  delay  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  work. 

Doubts  have  been  suggested  as  to  the  power  of  the  Board  to  bestow 
upon  its  individual  members  power  to  do  or  perform  acts  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  be  done  in  their  respective  circuits,  or  in  other  circuits  for 
which  they  were  not  expressly  commissioned,  in  reference  to  the  loca- 
tion of  roads  and  other  duties:  and  in  short  the  whole  law  seems  to  have 
been  suited  to  the  duties  of  a  Board,  appointed  generally  for  the  whole 
State,  whose  powers  should  be  general,  operating  in  all  parts  of  the 
State  alike,  and  not  of  a  Board  composed  of  members  elected  for,  and 
whose  duties  would  seem  to  be  confined  to,  particular  circuits. 

Great  inconvenience,  cost,  and  uncertainty  have  been  met  with  by  the 
various  members  of  the  Board  in  executing  the  law  in  relation  to  letting 
contracts.  The  different  members  of  the  Board,  and  the  works  upon 
which  they  are  engaged,  must  necessarily  be  far  separate  from  each 
other.  The  law  requires  the  attendance  of  two  Commissioners  at  each 
letting,  and  makes  no  provision  (in  case  the  second  Commissioner  should 
not  attend)  that  the  acting  Commissioner  upon  the  line  may  call  to  his 
aid  any  judge,  justice  of  the  peace,  or  other  officer,  so  that  if  by  any  cas- 
ualty, theie  should  not  be  two  Commissioners  present,  the  whole  object 
of  the  law  should  not  be  defeated,  the  lettings  fail,  and  the  work  delay- 
ed, at  great  cost,  and  injury  to  the  public  interest. 

The  law  has  also  been  found  defective  in  the  provisions  for  paying 
contractors  and  others  engaged  in  the  construction  of  the  different  works. 
Kit  was  intended  by  the  provisions  of  the  24th  section  that  no  draft 
should  be  drawn  in  favor  of  this  class  of  persons  for  a  less  sum  than 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  then  indeed  the  law  becomes  almost  inopera- 
tive, as  in  paying  monthly  estimates  (which  is  found  to  be  necessary) 
very  few  contractors  perform  work  to  that  amount.  A  Commissioner 
cannot  have  on  hand  more  than  twenty  thousand  dollars  at  any  one  time, 
(which,  under  a  proper  provision  of  the  law,  would  be  a  sum  sufficiently 
large;)  yet  it  may  and  sometimes  has  happened  that  he  has  been  required 
to  pay,  monthly,  more  than  forty  thousand  dollars  to  contractors,  no  one 
of  whom  was  entitled  to  receive  a  draft  upon  the  Fund  Commissioners 
for  twenty  thousand. 

Some  difficulty  exists  in  the  proper  construction  of  the  law  in  relation 
to  the  duty  of  the  Board,  or  the  Commissioners,  in  the  location  of  the 
roads  within  their  respective  circuits.  This  duty,  in  almost  every  in- 
stance, has  been  performed  by  the  engineers  engaged  upon  the  lines,  af- 
ter a  thorough  examination  and  survey  of  every  plausible  route;  and  the 
one  that  appeared  cheapest,  and  in  all  respects  the  best  for  the  interest 
of  the  State,  has  been  adopted.  The  Commissioners  have  not  believed 
themselves  at  liberty  to  depart  from  those  routes,  notwithstanding  how 
much  it  might  be  desired  for  the  promotion  of  individual  interest,  or  the 
supposed  interest  of  isolated  part3  of  the  community  through  which  the 
roads  pass. 


A  difficulty  has  also  arisen  as  to  the  proper  construction  of  the  33d 
section  of  the  law.  By  some  members  of  the  Board,  the  proviso  to  the 
said  section  was  understood  to  refer  to  county  or  other  important  trading 
towns,  by  which  the  law,  by  the  various  provisions  of  the  18th  section, 
expressly  required  the  roads  to  pass,  and  that  those  towns  might  be 
avoided  and  lateral  branches  constructed  thereto,  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Board,  the  public  good  required  it.  Others  understood,  from  this  law, 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Board,  without  any  discretion  whatever,  to 
locate  the  roads  to  the  towns  mentioned  in  the  law,  and  that  the  places 
mentioned  in  the  33d  section,  to  which  lateral  branches  were  authorized 
to  be  made,  were  towns  not  mentioned,  situated  within  five  miles  of  the 
main  lines  of  the  different  roads.  If  this  law  could  have  been  understood 
to  bear  the  former  construction,  many  thousands  of  dollars  could  have 
been  saved  to  the  State,  and  the  roads, in  many  instances,  rendered  more 
useful  to  the  community,  as  many  of  the  towns,  made  points  in  the  law, 
were  found  to  be  so  situated  that  they  could  not  be  reached  by  the  main 
lines  without  great  cost,  and  much  delay  in  the  construction  of  the  works. 
In  the  course  of  practice  under  the  present  law,  the  Board  has  found  an 
evident  defect  in  the  provisions  in  relation  to  paying  estimates  upon  work 
done,  and  materials  furnished  by  contractors.  After  an  estimate  has 
been  paid  upon  materials  delivered  upon  the  line  of  the  road,  it  must 
necessarily  be  left  there  to  be  used  and  placed  in  the  work  by  the  con- 
tractor; yet  there  is  no  positive  law  to  protect  this  property  from  the 
force  of  an  execution  against  the  contractor.  Although  it  maybe  con- 
tended that  property  so  situated  could  not  be  made  subject  to  an  execu- 
tion, yet  it  would  leave  no  doubt  if  the  statute  made  a  proper  provision 
against  it.  With  a  view  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  State,  the  Board 
has  thus  pointed  out  what  they  have  found  to  be  defects  in  the  law,  that 
it  may  be  seen  and  remedied  by  those  whose  business  it  is  to  guard  the 
public  good,  and  look  after  its  interest. 

When  the  Board  was  first  organized,  their  attention  was  turned  to  the 
5'2d  section  of  the  Internal  Improvement"  law.  By  this  section  it  would 
seem  that  the  Board  were  required,  without  any  discretion  whatever,  to 
survey  and  locate  all  said  roads,  and  put  under  contract  a  part  of  each, 
so  soon  as  they  could  possibly  perform  the  same.  By  the  25th  section 
of  the  same  law,  it  is  provided  that  the  Board  should  order  a  fair,  equit- 
able, and  uniform  progress  of  all  the  said  works,  at  the  same  period  of 
time;  and  that  all  of  said  roads  should  be  immediately  commenced  at 
their  intersection  and  connection  with  navigable  streams;  and  that  they 
should  progress  in  both  directions  from  said  streams.  Under  these  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  the  Board  could  not  misunderstand  their  duty.  Al- 
most every  railroad  projected  in  the  State  intersected  navigable 
streams  in  various  places.  The  Board  was  clothed  with  no  discretion 
whatever.  They  were  bound  by  law  to  commence  the  construction  of 
all  the  roads,  so  soon  as  the  same  could  be  located  and  fitted  for  contract. 
They  felt  no  disposition  to  shrink  from  this  duty.  The  members  had  no 
doubt  of  the  propriety  of  the  law,  yet  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
policy  thereof,  or  the  wisdom  of  its  provisions. 

At  the  first  meeting  and  organization  of  the  Board,  an  ordinance  was 
passed  giving  all  the  power  to  each  Commissioner  that,  by  law,  was  giv- 
en to  the  Board,  in   relation    to  the  location  and  construction  of  all  the 


railroads  within  their  respective  circuits,  commencing  as  the  law  di- 
rected. This  was  believed  to  be  proper,  as  it  was  clear,  from  the  law 
that  neither  the  Board,  nor  an  v  one  of  its  members,  could  proceed  faster,  or 
do  more  in  a  less  lime,  than  the  law  contemplated;  yet,  after  this  power 
was  conferred,  it  was  thought  prudent,  by  most  of  the  Commissioners,  not 
to  let  or  to  contract  any  considerable  portion  of  the  public  works  until 
it  was  ascertained  that  the  Fund  Commissioners  should  be  successful 
in  procuring  the  necessary  funds  to  progress  with  the  work. 

But  this  precaution  was  not  deemed  necessary  in  relation  to  the  North- 
ern Cross  railroad,  as  it  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  53d,  54th  and 
55th  sections  of  the  law,  that  a  preference  was  given  to  this  road,  and 
that  the  same  should  be  put  under  contract,  whether  any  money  was  ob- 
tained or  not,  provided  the  contractors  would  agree  to  receive  State 
bonds  for  the  work  performed  by  them. 

Under  these  provisions,  the  Commissioner  of  the  first  judicial  circuit 
proceeded  to  survey,  locate,  and  put  under  contract,  all  that  portion  of 
the  said  road  situated  between  the  Illinois  river  and  Springfield,  in  San- 
gamon county;  all  of  which  location  and  acts  of  said  Commissioner,  and 
the  contracts  there  made,  were  approved  and  confirmed  as  the  act  of 
the  Board. 

Because  of  this  provision  in  the  law,  and  by  the  reason  of  the  letting 
of  these  contracts,  said  road  is  in  a  greater  state  of  forwardness  than 
any  other  portion  of  the  railroads  of  the  State.  Several  miles  have 
been  completed,  and  a  locomotive  engine  is  now  in  operation  thereon. 

So  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  money  had  been  obtained,  and  a 
prospect  existed  of  procuring  means  to  pay  contractors,  each  Commis- 
sioner proceeded  with  every  possible  despatch  to  commence  the  different 
works  at  the  proper  points,  and  to  survey  the  whole  of  said  roads.  It 
was,  however,  deemed  prudent  to  change  the  order  in  relation  to  putting 
roads  under  contract,  so  as  to  provide  against  letting  any  work  without 
an  order  of  the  whole  Board  for  that  purpose.  This  was  done  to  arrive 
at  uniformity  and  to  insure  a  gradual  and  equal  progress  of  all  the  pub- 
lic works  in  the  State. 

Under  this  arrangement,  and  under  the  provisions  in  relation  to  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad,  the  following  parts  of  the  different  works  have 
been  put  under  contract,  up  to  this  date: 


8 
Central  Railroad, 

Miles. 

Grading  from  Galena,  southerly                  -                 -  20 

Grading  from  Peru,  northerly  and  southerly                -  22 

Grading  and  timber  from  Cairo,  northerly                  -  23 

Grading  across  the  Oakaw  river,  near   Vandalia      -  4£ 

Peoria  and  Warsaw  Railroad* 

Grading  from  Peoria,  westwardly                -                 -  12 

Grading  from  Warsaw,  eastwardly             -                 -  12 

Alton  and  Shawneetozvn    Railroad. 

Grading  and  timber  from  Shawneetown  to  Equality  12 

Grading  at  the  crossing  of  Silver  creek    -                 -  3 


Northern  Cross  Railroad. 

Grading  from  Quincy  to  Columbus  -  -  16| 

Grading  from  Danville,  westwardly  -  -  18 

Whole  work  from  Meredosia  to  the  Sangamon  river  64 
Naples  branch  3i 

Grading  westwardly  from  Meredosia  3 

Alton  and  Blount  Carmel  Railroad. 

Whole  work  from  Alton  to  Edwardsville  ,-  15 

Grading  and  timber  from  Mount  Carmel  to  Albion  18 
Grading  and  viaduct  at  the  crossing  of  the  Oakaw  -  2 

Grading  at  the  crossing  of  the  Little  Wabash  -  3 


Alton,  Shclbyville,  and  Paris  Railroad, 

Grading  and  superstructure  from  Alton,  eastwardly  13 

Grading  and  timber  from  the  State  line,  westwardly  18 

Grading  at  the  crossing  of  the  Embarrass  river       -  2 


69£ 


24 


15 


105 


38 


33 


Bloomington,  Mackinazv,  Peoria,  and  Pekin  Railroad. 
Whole  work  from  Pekin  to  Tremont        -  -  -  9£ 

293f 


Making  the  whole  amount  of  railroad,  now  under  contract,  two  hundred 
and  ninety-three  miles  and   three-fourths;   one  hundred  and   five  miles 
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of  which  is  to  be  completed.  Of  thirty  miles,  the  grading  and  timber 
for  the  superstructure  are  let;  and  of  the  residue,  the  grading  only  is  let. 

The  various  parts  of  the  roads  under  contract  consist  of  deep  cuts, 
heavy  embankments  and  costly  viaducts,  and  are  by  far  the  most  expen- 
sive portions  of  the  whole  work.  This  is  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
lines  under  contract  pass  through  the  highlands  and  broken  country 
bordering  upon  the  navigable  streams  and  other  water  courses  of  the 
country;  consequently,  the  average  cost,  per  mile,  of  the  roads  under 
contract,  will  far  exceed  that  of  any  other  portion  of  the  roads  of  the 
State.  A  fair  average  of  the  roads  now  under  contract,  including  super- 
intendence, engineering,  turnouts,  depot  buildings,  and  all  incidental 
expenses  necessary  to  complete  the  works,  may  be  safely  computed  at 
twelve  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  mile. 

The  Board  has  procured  to  be  surveyed  and  measured  all  the  railroads 
contemplated  by  law  in  the  State.  The  following  detailed  statement 
will  show  the  length  of  each  road  between  the  points  mentioned  in.  the 
law — the  whole  length  of  each  road — and  the  total  length  of  all  the  roads 
contemplated  in  the  State. 

seventh  division — Central  Railroad. 

Miles. 

From  Cairo  to  Vandalia  ...  -  155 

Shelbyville  -  -  -  -  -  361 

To  Decatur  36  miles — Bloomington  431  -  -  791 

To  the  termination  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  60 

To  Savannah  93|  miles — Galena  30f  -  -  1 261 


Making  the  total  length  of  the  Central  railroad    -  -         4571 

eighth  division — Alton  and  Mount  Carmel,  or  Southern  Cross  Railroad. 


From  Alton  to  Edwardsville 
To  Carlyle 
To  Salem 
To  Fairfield 
To  Albion 
To  Mount  Carmel 


Shawneetown  Branch. 

From  the  intersection  near  Edwardsville  to  Lebanon 
To  Nashville 
To  Pinckneyville 
To  Frankfort 
To  Equality 
To  Shawneetown 


14 
37 
23 
39 
16 
18 


18 
30 
19 
30 
38 
12 
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From  Alton  to  Mount  Carmel  (as  above) 
Shawneetown  branch  (as  above) 

Making  the  total  length  of  this  road 


Miles. 
147 
147 

294 


ninth  division — Northern  Cross  Railroad. 


From  Quincy  to  Columbus                -                -                -                - 

16i 

To  Clayton                   -                                    - 

12 

To  Mount  Sterling     -                 -                 -                 - 

n 

To  Meredosia              - 

15£ 

Naples  branch             -                 - 

3| 

To  Jacksonville           ..... 

23£ 

To  Springfield             -                 - 

33£ 

To  Decatur                 ..... 

37i 

To  Sidney                  ...... 

47f 

To  Danville                ...... 

23f 

To  State  line  of  Indiana                              - 

H| 

Making  the  total  length  of  this  road                 ... 

234J 

tenth  division — Shelbyville    and  Paris  branch  of  Central  Railroad. 

From  Shelbyville  to  Charleston          .... 

34 

To  Paris     ...... 

27 

To  State  line  of  Indiana             .... 

10* 

Making  the  total  length  of  this  road                  ... 

71i 

eleventh  division — Peoria  and  Warsaw  Railroad. 

From  Peoria  to  Canton     -                 -                 -                 -                 - 

32 

To  Macomb                 ..... 

37 

To  Carthage                ..... 

28 

To  Warsaw                 ..... 

19 

Making  the  total  length  of  this  road  - 

twelfth  division — Alton  and  Shelbyville  Railroad. 

From  Lower  to  Upper  Alton  - 

To  Hillsborough  - 

To  Central  Railroad  - 

Making  the  total  length  of  this   road  .  .  . 

thirteenth  division — Belleville  and  Lebanon  Branch. 
From  Belleville  to  the  place  of  intersection,  at  or  near  Highland 


116 


2 
44 
45 

91 


23J 
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fourteenth  division — Bloomington,  Mackinaw  ^Peoria  and  Pekin  Railroad 


Miles. 
2C 
17 
16f 

53# 


From  Bloomington  to  Mackinaw  town 

From  thence  to  Peoria      ..... 

From  Mackinaw  town  to  Pekin         .... 

Making  the  total  length  of  all  the  branches  of  this  road 

The  following   list  shows  the   total   length  of  each  road,  and  the  total  of  all 
the  roads  projected  in  the  State: 

Miles. 

457£ 


1  Central  Railroad 

2  Southern  Cross  Railroad 

3  Northern  Cross  Railroad 

4  Shelbyville  and  Paris  branch  of  Central  Railroad 

5  Peoria  and  Warsaw  Railroad 

6  Alton  and  Shelbyville  Railroad 

7  Belleville  and  Lebanon  Railroad 

8  Bloomington,  Mackinaw,  Peoria,  and  Pekin  Railroad 


294 
234^ 
71* 
116 
91 
23J 
53| 

1,341| 


Making  the  total  length  of  all  the  roads  in  the  State 

The   following  table  shows  the  average  cost,  per  mile,  and  the  total  cost,  of 
each  and  all  of  said  roads: 


Names  of  Roads. 

Cost  per  mile. 

Total  cost. 

1 

Central  Railroad 

$8,32G  00 

$3,809,145  00 

2 

Southern   Cross    Railroad,   and  Alton 

and  Shawneetown  Railroad 

8,200  00 

2,410,800  00 

3 

Northern  Cross  Railroad 

8,430  00 

1,976,335  00 

4 

Shelbyville  and  Paris  Railroad 

10,589  00 

757,113  50 

5 

Peoria  and  Warsaw  Railroad 

8,331  00 

966,396  00 

6 

Alton  and  Shelbyville  Railroad 

8,295  00 

754.845  00 

7 

Belleville  and   Lebanon  Railroad     - 

7,000  00 

164,500  00 

8 

Bloomington,  Mackinaw,  Peoria,  and 

Pekin,  Railroad 

11,736  00 

630,810  00 

Total  cost  of  all  of  the  said  roads    - 

- 

11,470,444  50 

In  making  these  estimates,  the  Board  has  included  all  the  expenditures 
for  superintendence,  engineering,  and  all  other  incidental  expenses. 
Easy  grades  have,  in  general,  been  adopted,  and  in  all  cases  calculations 
have  been  made  for  the  most  useful  and  durable  structures;  and  the 
Board  has  no  doubt  but  the  works  may  be  constructed,  upon  the  most 
approved  plans,  at  the  cost  estimated  upon  each  work.  It  is  believed 
that,  in  every  instance,  the  lines  may  be  improved,  locations  changed, 
and  improvements  made  in  the  construction,  that  may  lessen  the  cost 
far   below  those  prices. 

The  average  cost  of  some  of  the  roads  exceeds  the  sum  heretofore  sup- 
posed to  be  sufficient,  but  this,  in  a  great  degree,  is  owing  to  the  policy 
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adopted  in  the  law  of  confining  the  locations  to  particular  points' situated 
upon  high  and  elevated  grounds,  or  surrounded  by  deep  ravines  and  an 
undulating  surface. 

The  total  cost  of  these  roads  exceeds  the  sums  heretofore  appropri- 
ated for  their  construction.  This  is  mainly  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
roads,  upon  actual  measurement,  are  found  to  be  longer,  and  consequent- 
ly to  accommodate  more  inhabitants,  and  supply  the  wants  of  a  much 
greater  extent  of  country,  than  was  at  first  contemplated.  In  addition 
to  the  railroads  heretofore  mentioned,  the  Board  has  proceeded  to  im- 
prove the  great  western  mail  route,  as  required  by  law.  In  performing 
this  duty,  they  have  endeavored  so  to  distribute  the  benefits  to  be  deriv- 
ed from  the  appropriations  to  this  work,  that  the  same  should  be  felt  at 
all  points  where  improvement  was  necessary,  without  laying  out  large 
sums,  and  exhausting  the  appropriation  by  making  costly  improvements 
at  any  one  place.  By  this  course,  it  is  believed  that  most  of  the  difficult 
places  upon  this  great  thoroughfare  may  be  remedied  by  the  present  ap- 
propriation. Accompanying  this  report  are  those  of  the  Commissioners 
of  the  second  and  fourth  judicial  circuits,  to  which  reference  is  made 
for  further  particulars  in  relation  to  this  work. 

The  total  length  of  this  road  is  found,  upon  actual  measurement,  to  be 
one  hundred  and  fifty-two  miles,  and  it  is  believed  that  very  few  of  the 
improvements  of  the  State  will  confer  greater  benefits,  or  could  be  made 
sooner  to  yield  a  profit,  than  this.  The  total  amount  of  money  expend- 
ed upon  said  road,  up  to  the  first  Monday  in  this  month,  is  found  to  be 
$102,987  89.  For  particular  places,  and  objects  of  its  expenditure, 
reference  is  made  to  the  reports  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  second  and 
fourth  judicial  circuits,  heretofore  referred  to. 

Great  Wabash  Improvement. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  law  in  relation  to  internal  improvements  in 
this  State,  and  providing  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Great  Wabish,  in  connection  with  the  State  of  Indiana,  that  State  has 
appropriated  the  additional  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  makes 
the  total  sum  appropriated  for  that  object  by  said  State  equal  to  the 
sum  appropriated  by  the  State  of  Illinois. 

This  money  has  been  placed  under  the  direction  of  Col.  Thos.  H. 
Blake,  of  Terre  Haute,  in  that  State,  who,  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  In- 
diana, together  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  fourth  judicial  circuit,  on 
the  part  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  has  proceeded  to  project,  and  to  put 
into  operation,  a  plan  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Grand  Rapids  upon  this  stream.  Contracts  have  been  let,  and  said  im- 
provement is  in  progress. 

The  contract  prices  for  the  work  already  let  falls  short  of  the  appro- 
priations made  by  the  two  States  for  that  object. 

The  total  amount  of  money  expended  by  the  Board,  on  the  part  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  for  this  portion  of  the  public  improvements,  amounts  to 
the  sum  of  $6,183  82.  For  further  particulars  in  relation  to  this  im- 
provement, reference  is  made  to  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  said 
fourth  circuit. 
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The  Illinois  River. 

The  first  season  after  the  organization  of  this  Board,  a  survey  of  this 
river  was  commenced  and  carried  on  under  the  patronage  of  the  United 
States:  and  the  Board  was  encouraged  in  the  belief  that  all  the  neces- 
sary infoimation  would  be  di  rived  from  that  source;  but  in  this  the 
Board  was  disappointed.  No  information  was  ever  communicated  of  the 
result  of  that  examination;  consequently  a  delay  was  occasioned  for  that 
season.  After  this,  an  unusual  continuance  of  high  water  prevented  the 
necessary  examinations  of  the  river,  until  about  the  month  of  September 
last,  at  which  time  the  Commissioners  of  the  first  and  seventh  judicial 
circuits  proceeded  to  make  examinations,  and  ascertain,  as  far  as  was 
practicable  within  the  short  time  allowed,  the  character  and  extent  of 
the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  this  stream. 

From  those  examinations  it  is  apparent  that  {ew,  if  any,  of  the  streams 
within  the  valley  of"  the  Mississippi  present  a  current  so  easy  and  a 
channel  so  favorable  for  navigation  as  this  river. 

The  obstructions  are  mostly  deposites  of  sand  and  gravel,  which  are 
few  in  number,  and,  except  in  stages  of  extreme  low  water,  present  but 
little  obstruction  to  a  free  and  safe  navigation. 

These  stages  of  water,  however,  often  and  indeed  almost  always  occur 
at  a  time  when  the  free  navigation  of  the  stream  is  most  useful  to  the 
inhabitants.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  the  damage  occasioned  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  valley  of  this  stream,  during  the  last  season  of  unu- 
sual low  water,  would  amount  to  a  sum  sufficient  to  complete  all  the  im- 
provements contemplated  upon  this  stream. 

The  Board  is,  therefore,  resolved  to  make  every  effort  to  improve  the 
navigation  of  this  valuable  channel  of  communication.  The  sum  alrea- 
dy expended  upon  this  work  has  only  been  for  the  expenditures 
incidental  upon  those  examinations,  and  amount  to  the  sum  of  $301  02. 
For  more  minute  information  in  relation  to  this  stream,  reference  is  made 
to  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  first  and  seventh  judicial  cir- 
cuits, hereto  annexed. 

Rock  River. 

The  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  by  law  for 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  this  stream,  and  the  Board  was  re- 
quired to  commence  their  operations  thereon  by  removing  the  most  for- 
midable obstructions  nearest  the  mouth. 

Upon  an  examination  of  this  river,  it  was  found  that,  with  the  proper 
improvements,  it  would  be  well  adapted,  at  all  seasons,  to  navigation  for 
steamboats  drawing  three  feet  water, as  far  upas  the  State  line. 

The  most  serious  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  this  river  was  found 
at  Vandruff's  Island,  three  miles  above  the  mouth,  commonly  called  the 
Lower  Rapids.  This  obstruction  was  put  under  contract  by  the  late  Col. 
Stephenson,  formerly  member  of  this  Board  for  the  sixth  judicial  circuit, 
and  the  contract  price  amounts  to  sixty  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  dollars.  The  next  obstruction  was  found  at  Prophet's  vil- 
lage, about  forty-five  miles  above  the  mouth. 
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But  the  next  most  serious  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  this  stream 
was  found  in  the  Upper  Rapids,  sixty  miles  from  the  mouth,  and  will 
cost  over  eighty-five  thousand  dollars  to  remove.  This  obstruction  was 
also  advertised  to  be  let,  by  Col.  Stephenson,  but,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  sum  required  to  make  this  improvement,  together  with  the  improve- 
ments below  said  obstruction,  was  greater  than  the  appropriation  for  that 
purpose,  it  was  not  let  to  contractors,  and  all  further  operations  thereon 
were  suspended. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  sum  now  appropriated  for  the  improvement 
of  this  river  is  not  sufneien'  to  complete  this  valuable  work,  and  that 
the  additional  sum  of  seventy-six  thousand  dollars  will  be  necessary  to 
this  object.  It  is  believed  however,  by  the  Board,  that  the  object  to  be 
attained  would  fully  justify  this  further  expenditure.  For  further  par- 
ticulars in  relation  to  this  river,  reference  is  here  made  to  the  annexed 
report  of  John  Dixon,  acting  Commissioner  of  the  sixth  circuit,  and  the 
accompanying  documents. 

Kasxaskia   River. 

The  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  this  stream  has  long  been  a 
desirable  object,  owing  to  its  central  position,  and  from  the  fact, 
too,  that  it  passes  far  into  the  interior  of  the  State,  and  is  surrounded  by 
a  country  not  exceeded  by  any  for  fertility  of  soil  and  salubrity  of  cli- 
mate. 

This  particular  improvement  was  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  second  judicial  circuit.  Every  effort  has  been 
made  by  him  to  forward  the  work,  and,  although  greatly  delayed  by 
sickness  and  other  unavoidable  causes,  this  very  desirable  improvement 
is  in  a  state  of  forwardness  that  ensures  the  most  happy  results.  For  fur- 
ther particulars  in  relation  to  this  subject,  reference  is  made  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioner  in  charge  of  the  work.  The  total  amount  ex- 
pended upon  said  river,  up  to  the  first  Monday  in  this  month,  is  two  thous- 
and and  fifty-seven  dollars  and  forty-seven  cents;  which  sum  has  been 
expended  in  the  engineering  service,  and  in  removing  obstructions  to 
the  navigation. 

Little  Wabash  River. 

The  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  this  river  was  placed  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  third  judicial  circuit, 
Under  his  direction  this  river  has  been  surveyed,  and  the  locality  and 
nature  of  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  determined. 

It  was  thus  ascertained  that  the  appropriation  made  was  inadequate 
to  accomplish  the  object  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by  law.  The  ob- 
structions to  the  navigation  by  the  deposite  of  timber  in  the  bed  of  the 
river  are  now  being  removed;  which,  when  completed,  will  greatly  facil- 
itate the  navigation.  This  river  presents  the  appearance  of  a  natural 
canal,  commencing  in  the  county  of  Effingham,  and  passing  through  sev- 
eral of  the  finest  counties  of  the  State,  the  navigation  of  which  is  ob- 
structed by  two  principal  rapids.  These  rapids  arc  occasioned  by  reefs 
of  rocks  over  which  the  river  passes,  and  at  which  points  the  principal 
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descent  in  the  stream  occurs.  Both  shores  of  this  river  at  each  of  these 
points  are  private  property,  and  dams  are  built  and  machinery  erected 
at  each,  over  which  the  State  has  no  control.  Before  the  navigation  of 
this  river  can  be  thoroughly  improved,  which  can  be  done  only  by  dams 
and  locks,  it  will  become  necessary  that  those  rapids  should  be  conver- 
ted into  State  property.  To  do  this,  a  much  larger  sum  than  the  pre- 
sent appropriation  will  be  necessary;  yet  the  Board  is  clearly  of  opinion 
that  the  property  when  purchased  and  improved,  as  must  necessarily  be 
done  to  improve  the  navigation  in  a  proper  manner,  and  the  great  advan- 
tages that  must  necessarily  accrue  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  fertile  re- 
gion of  country,  would  fully  justify  an  appropriation  adequate  to  the 
undertaking. 

The  sum  expended  upon  this  river,  up  to  the  first  Monday  in  this  month, 
is  $2,936  41  i.  For  further  particulars  in  relation  to  this  part  of  the 
public  improvement,  reference  is  here  made  to  the  annexed  report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  third  judicial  circuit,  and  the  accompanying 
documents. 

Thus  the  Board  has  presented  a  detailed  statement  of  their  operations 
upon  the  rivers.  They  will  now  proceed  to  give  a  detailed'  account  of 
the  several  sums  expended  upon  the  several  public  works  under  their 
control;  all  of  which  will  appear  in  the  following  table: 
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The  Board,  in  making  this  report,  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  coilect 
and  embody  every  possible  information  that  might  shed  light  upon  the 
very  important  and  all  absorbing  subject  of  internal  improvement  in  our 
State.  With  this  view  they  have  collected  and  herewith  transmit  co- 
pies of  their  individual  reports,  and  of  the  different  engineers  engaged 
in  the  reconnoissance  and  location  ofche  different  works,  thereby  furnish- 
ing a  mass  of  information  that  cannot  fail  to  give  to  the  people,  and  to 
their  representatives,  a  full  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  an*d 
at  the  same  time  enable  them  to  form  correct  conclusions  as  to  the  inex- 
haustible resources  of  our  State,  and  at  present  dormant  sources  of  wealth 
and  prosperity,  which  may  be  brought  into  action  by  the  uniform  pro- 
gress and  vigorous  prosecution  of  our  system    of  internal  improvmenis. 

If  slight  defects  have  been  found  in  the  law  organizing  the  system, 
or  if  errors  shall  have  been  committed  in  carrying  it  into  execution,  it  is 
what  might  reasonably  have  been  expected  in  a  system  so  extended, 
brought  into  existence  by  the  spirit  of  compromise  amidst  conflicting  and 
adverse  interests,  and  carried  into  execution  by  agents  heretofore  with- 
out experience  in  such  employment. 

That  the  different  members  of  the  Board,  in  this  first  attempt,  have  in 
all  things  performed  their  various  and  often  difficult  duties,  strictly  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  law,  could 
not  have  been  expected. 

In  locating  thirteen  hundred  miles  of  railroad,  and  performing  other 
duties  equally  difficult,  it  could  not  well  be  otherwise  than  that  er- 
rors of  judgment  should  occur,  and  that  we  should  be  brought  into  con- 
tact with  private  interest,  and  become  the  unwilling  though  necessary 
and  unavoidable  causes  of  disappointment  to  some,  and  the  prostration 
of  splendid  but  visionary  schemes  of  speculation  in  others.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  was  not  expected  by  us  that  we  could  perform  those 
various  duties  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  parties,  or  that  however  cor- 
rect might  be  our  course,  or  strongly  marked  by  wisdom  our  acts,  we 
could  escape  without  censure,  or  avoid  the  malevolence  of  the  disap- 
pointed. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  would  say  that-  the  experience  they 
have  had  in  commencing  and  prosecuting  the  present  plan  of  internal 
improvements,  which  in  their  opinion  is  to  be  the  ornament  and  honor 
of  the  State,  and  the  foundation  of  its  prosperity  and  wealth,  has  brought 
their  minds  to  the  conclusion  that  the  onward  path  is  the  high  road  to 
success,  and  that  to  recede  or  even  to  faulter  would  be  to  violate  good 
faith,  to  disappoint  the  hopes  and  dampen  the  energies  of  this  great  and 
enterprising  State. 

We  invite  scrutiny  and  examination  into  all  our  public  acts,  indulging 
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a  hope  that  we  may  be  accredited  the  good  we  have  done,  and  that,  if 
errors  have  been  committed,  our  successors  may  see  and  avoid  them. 
Ail  of  which,  sir,  is  most  respectfully  submitted, 
And  we  subscribe  ourselves, 

Your  most  humble  and  obedient  servants, 
WILLIAM  KINNEY, 

President. 
M.  McCONNEL, 
#  Commissioner  of  the  First  Circuit. 

ELIJAH  WILLARD, 
Commissioner  of  the  Third  Circuit. 

M.  K.  ALEXANDER, 
Commissioner  of  the  Fourth  Circuit. 

J.  WRIGHT, 
Com?nissioner  of  tlie  Fifth  Circuit. 

JOHN  DiXON, 
Commissioner  of  the  Sixth  Circuit. 

Mr.  Peck,  Commissioner  for  the  seventh  circuit,  having  resigned  before 
this  report  was  made,  has   not  therefore  signed   the  same. 


EXHIBIT    No.  I. 


REPORT    OF    M.    M'CONNEL, 

WITH  ACCOMPANYING    DOCUMENTS. 


Vandalia,  December's,  1838. 
To  the  President  of  the 

Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois: 

At  the  date  of  my  last  report,  it  will  be  seen,  by  a  reference  thereto, 
that  the  amount  of  money  expended  by  me  upon  the  public  works  un- 
der my  charge,  up  to  that  date,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-one  thousand  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  ninety-four  cents.  Of 
that  sum,  there  was  at  that  date  paid  out  for  work  done,  and  materials 
furnished  upon  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  the  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and  twelve  dollars  and  forty-five 
cents.  There  was  then  expended  for  surveys,  and  locating  the  various 
works  under  my  charge,  the  sum  of  twenty-seven  thousand  six  hundred 
and  twenty-one  dollars  and  ninety-four  cents.  At  that  time  there  were  sev- 
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eral  locating  parties  in  the  field.  One  party  was  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Wm.  Pollock,  engaged  in  the  location  of  the  roads  from  Peoria  and 
Pekin  to  Mackinaw  town, and  thence  toBloomington,in  McLean  county, 
and  also  in  the  location  of  the  Central  railroad  between  Bloomington  and 
the  north  fork  of  the  Sangamon  river,  via  Decatur,  in  Macon  county. 
This  work  has  been  completed  by  Mr.  Pollock  so  far  as  to  be  able  to  de- 
termine the  probable  cost  of  the  construction  of  those  routes.  Mr.  Pollock 
has  made  a  full  and  complete  report  of  all  those  surveys  to  Mr.  Bucklin, 
the  principal  engineer  of  the  western  district;  which  is  hereto  attached, 
and  referred  to  for  further  information  in  relation  to  said  survey.  An- 
other of  these  parties  was  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Bucklin,  principal 
engineer,  in  relocating  that  part  ofthe  Northern  Cross  railroad  situated 
between  Jacksonville,  in  Morgan  county,  and  Springfield,  in  Sangamon 
county. 

This  part  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  had  previously  been  sur- 
veyed and  located  by  M.  A.  Chinn,  but,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Bucklin, 
chief  engineer,  the  location  was  not  made  at  that  time  in  the  proper 
place,  and  consequently,  by  his  request,  a  company  was  again  organized, 
and  the  road  located  under  his  immediate  direction. 

The  other  locating  party  was  placed  under  the  direction  of  Frederick 
Hawn,  Esq.,  senior  assistant  engineer,  and  was  engaged  in  the  locatiun 
of  the  road  contemplated  to  be  constructed  from  Alton  to  Shelbyville. 
This  road  I  understand  has  been  surveyed,  and  a  report  made  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  second  judicial  circuit,  in  whose  circuit  is  situated 
the  commencement  and  termination  of  said  road.  The  only  agency  that 
I  have  had  in  this  part  of  the  public  service  has  been  to  furnish  the  camp 
equipage,  and  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  making  said  survey  and  location. 

At  the  June  meeting  of  the  Board,  all  that  part  of  the  Northern  Cross 
railroad,  situated  in  the  fifth  judicial  circuit,  was  placed  under  my  imme- 
diate supervision.  Previous  to  that  time,  contracts  for  the  grading  were 
let  upon  said  road,  from  Quincy  to  Columbus,  in  Adams  county.  Those 
contracts  have  proceeded  speedily,  and  all  the  jobs  appear  to  be  in  a 
prosperous  state  of  forwardness. 

At.  the  same  meeting  ofthe  Board,  it  was  ordered  that  the  grading  of 
three  miles  of  said  road  on  the  Illinois  river,  commencing  opposite  Mer- 
edosia,  be  put  under  contract.  In  pursuance  of  this  order,  I  proceeded 
to  advertise  said  three  miles  as  the  law  directs;  and,  in  August  last,  the 
same  was  let  to  Messrs.  Davenport,  Henry  &  Co.,  at  fair  prices. 
Much  difficulty  was  encountered  by  the  engineers  in  estimating  the  cost 
ofthe  large  amount  of  masonry  found  necessary  in  this  low  and  inunda- 
ted bottom.  No  suitable  stone  could  be  procured  within  several  miles 
of  the  work;  and  the  quality  when  found  was  not  known  to  be  good. 

All  this  taken  into  consideration,  together  with  the  fact  that  these  three 
miles  run  through  a  low  bottom,  inundated  by  the  Illinois  river,  almost 
every  year,  to  the  depth  of  from  four  to  eight  feet — it  was  ascertained 
that  this  part  of  the  road  would  cost  a  sum  far  beyond  all  former  calcu- 
lations. To  avoid  as  much  as  possible  this  result,  it  was  determined  to 
construct  the  four  large  abutments,  necessary  upon  this  work,  of 
timber.  Those  abutments  were  also  let  to  the  same  persons  who  took 
the  contract  for  the  embankment. 
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Immediately  after  this  contract  was  taken,  the.  country  was  visited 
with  an  unusual  degree  of  sickness,  which  greatly  retarded  the  progress 
of  the  work;  yet  the  contractors  have  shown  every  disposition  to  pro- 
ceed, and  have  made  an  efficient  commencement. 

Hereto  annexed,  will  be  found  the  reports  of  Mr.  A.  R.  Parker,  engi- 
neer upon  that  part  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  situated  between  the 
Illinois  and  Mississippi  ri;ers;  to  which  1  refer  for  all  further  particulars 
upon  said  works. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  in  June  last,  it  was  ordered,  upon  the 
petition  of  various  citizens  of  Morgan  county,  that  a  lateral  branch  of 
the  Northern  Cross  railroad  be.  constructed  from  a  point  near  the  Illi- 
nois blulf  to  the  town  of  Naples,  in  said  county,  upon  condition  that  the 
Naples  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company  would  relinquish  the  charter 
granted  them  at  the  last  general  session  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State. 

In  pursuance  of  this  order  of  the  Board,  I  proceeded  to  cause  a  survey 
and  location  of  said  road. 

It  was  then  found  that  the  company  had  done  a  large  amount  of  work 
upon  the  road,  and  that  they  had  a  right  by  law  to  construct  the  road 
upon  almcst  the  same  route  for  many  miles  then  occupied  by  the  North- 
ern Cross  railroad,  and  that  the.  construction  of  the  last  mentioned  road 
was  in  violation  of  the  charter  cfthat  company,  and  that  said  charter 
was  believed  not  to  be  within  the  provision  of  the  internal  improvement 
law  in  relation  to  relinquishing  charters;  and  under  all  those  circumstan- 
ces it  became  necessary  that  some  compromise  should  be  made,  to  avoid 
a  collision  between  the  State  and  the  company,  and  a  probable  delay  of 
the  whole  work.  It  was  ascertained  also  that  the  company  had  located 
said  road  upon  the  most  direct  route  from  the  town  of  Naples  towards 
Jacksonville,  and  that  the  work  was  done  upon  said  direct  route,  and  that 
the  same  would  intersect  the  Northern  Crocs  railroad,  in  the  most  ad- 
vantageous and  beneficial  manner  for  the  benefit  of  the  State  and  the 
use  of  said  branch;  yet  it  was  ascertained  that  a  route  might  be  had 
from  said  town  of  Naples  to  the  Northern  Cross  road  by  a  shorter  line 
than  the  one  adopted  by  the  company;  yet  that  line  would  be  much  more 
circuitous,  and  less  useful  as  a  road  from  Jacksonville  to  Naples,  than  the 
one  adopted  by  the  company.  It  was  also  found  that  as  the  company 
was  by  law  entitled  to  a  full  compensation'  for  work  done  upon  their 
road,  which  must  be  paid  for  and  lost  to  the  State,  and  that  the  right 
of  way  upon  their  route  would  cost  nothing,  and  the  right  of  way  upon 
the  shorter  route  would  cost  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  their  route  would 
be  cheaper  to  the  State  than  the  one  referred  to  as  the  shorter  branch; 
consequently,  the  loute  that  was  found  to  be  the  most  direct,  and,  all 
other  circumstances  considered,  the  cheapest  was  adopted.  (The 
communication  from  the  President  of  said  Railroad  Company  heretofore 
referred  to,  is  annexed  as  a  part  of  this  report.) 

After  this  branch  was  located,  I  proceeded  to  advertise  and  let  the 
same  to  efficient  and  responsible  contractors,  according  to  the  orders  of 
the  Board,  upon  terms  highly  advantageous  to  the  State,  as  will  be  seen 
by  reference  to  said  contract  now  on  fille  in  the  proper  office.  The  char- 
ter of  the  company  has  been  relinquished;  the  right  of  way  over  a  large 
amount  ofland  has  been  secured  for  the   Northern   Cross   railroad.     A 
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lot  for  an  engine  house  and  a  lot  for  depot  buildings,  at  Naples,  have 
been  granted  free  of  charge;  for  the  particulars  of  which,  reference 
is  made  to  said  contract  on  tile  in  the  proper  office. 

After  said  work  was  put  under  contract,  the  persons  engaged  thereon 
proceeded  with  all  possible  despatch  towards  its  final  completion,  and 
said  road,  together  with  a  building  for  a  depot,  is  now  in  a  great  state  of 
forwardness. 

That  part  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  between  the  Illinois  and 
Sangamon  rivers,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  under  contract  previous  to 
my  last  report.  Since  that,  time  the  contractors  upon  that  road,  although 
much  delayed  by  an  unusually  sickly  season,  have  progressed  speedily. 
All  the  grading,  except  about  one-half  mile  between  the  Illinois  river  and 
Jacksonville,  is  completed.  Several  miles  from  iVlercdosia  towards  Jack- 
sonville are  already  completed,  and  a  locomotive  of  the  first  order  is  in 
successful  operation  thereon.  All  the  grading  between  Springfield  and 
Jacksonville,  except  about  eight  miles,  is  done,  and  a  large  amount  of, 
timber  is  already  furnished  upon  the  road;  and  it  is  confidently  believed 
that,  with  proper  diligence  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  State,  and 
proper  encouragement  to  contractors,  said  road  may  be  completed 
and  the  cars  running  to  Springfield  on  the  fifteenth  of  September  next. 

Mr.  Bucklin,  chief  engineer,  has  submitted  to  me  an  abstract  of  all  the 
estimates  made  for  contractors  upon  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  within 
the  first  judicial  circuit.  ,  This  abstract  shows  the  total  amount  of  work 
done,  the  amount  and  prices  paid  therefor,  and  the  work  to  be  done 
upon  each  of  the  divisions  of  said  road,  and  by  each  contractor;  which 
is  hereunto  annexed,  as  a  part  of  this  report. 

That  part  of  the  Pekin  and  Bloomington  branch  of  the  Central  railroad, 
situated  between  Pekin  and  Tremont,  was  under  contract  previous  to 
my  last  report  in  June.  The  grading  upon  this  part  of  the  road  was 
originally  let  to  various  contractors,  but,  by  sub-contracts  made  since, the 
whole  of  that  work  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  two  very  enterprising  and 
efficient  contractors;  and  it  is  expected  that  said  road  will  be  completed 
by  the  last  of  October,  in  1839.  While  upon  the  subject  of  this  road,  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  state  that  much  difficulty  is  likely  to  arise  in  finding 
suitable  rock  for  bridges  and  culverts  conveniently  situated  to  this  line, 
as  well  as  the  whole  line  of  the  Central  railroad  from  Bloomington  south 
to  the  north  fork  of  the  Sangamon  river.  These  lines  pass  over  a  high 
and  gently  rolling  country,  and  their  great  elevation  above  the  common 
strata  of  limestone.  None  o<  this  article  appears  even  in  the  deepest 
valleys  of  the  streams.  1  would  therefore  suggest  the  propriety  of  adop- 
ting either  wood  or  brick  for  the  first  construction  of  the  bridges  and 
culverts,  which  will  answer  for  some  years,  and  until  their  places  can  be 
supplied  by  a  more  durable  material  transported  upon  the  road. 

That  part  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  within  the  first  judicial  cir- 
cuit, situated  east  of  Decatur,  has  been  surveyed  and  located  by  the  en- 
gineer of  the  eastern  district,  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  fourth  judicial  circuit;  and  as  no  report  has  been  made 
to  me  in  relation  to  said  survey,  I  cannot  render  any  information  to  the 
Board  in  relation  thereto. 

That  part  of  the  Central  railroad,  situated  in  the  first  judicial  circuit, 
north  of  Bloomington,  has  been  surveyed  and  located  by  General  Ran- 
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som,  whose  report  to  me  in  relation  thereto  will  be  found  hereunto  an- 
nexed, to  which  I  refer,  as  giving  all  the  necessary  information. 

On  the  llth  day  of  August,  1837,  having  learned  that  the  Fund  Com- 
missioners were  about  to  go  to  the  Eastern  States,  upon  the  business  of 
this  State  connected  with  their  duties  as  Fund  Commissioners,  I  sought 
and  obtained  the  aid  of  those  gentlemen  in  purchasing  iron,  a  locomotive, 
cars,  and  other  necessary  articles  tor  the  roads  in  my  circuit.  At  that 
time  1  made  and  delivered  to  them  a  letter  of  authority ;  a  copy  of  which 
I  hereto  annex  as  a  part  of  this  report.  Those  gentlemen  proceeded  to 
purchase  railroad  iron,  cars,  a  locomotive,  and  various  other  articles  ne- 
cessary for  the  road,  a  part  of  which  has  been  received,  and  the  cost  of 
transportation  paid  by  me;  but  as  those  gentlemen  have  not  rendered 
to  me  any  account  or  statement  of  the  cost,  quantities  or  description  of 
the  articles  purchased,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  the  necessary  in- 
formation in  relation  thereto,  It  is  not  precisely  understood  by  me, 
whether  those  gentlemen,  in  the  purchase  of  all  those  articles,  acted  by 
virtue  of  their  offices  as  Fund  Commissioners,  or  under  the  letter  of  au- 
thority from  me.  But  be  that  as  it  may,  I  have  no  doubt  but  all  the 
necessary  information  in  relation  to  the  whole  subject,  may  be  had  by 
reference  to  their  report  when  made,  and  to  the  books  and  records  of 
their  office. 

The  iron  received  is  a  good  article  of  the  kind,  except  that  the  spikes 
were  not  of  the  proper  kind,  and  were  made  of  very  bad  iron,  and  conse- 
quently was  of  little  value  to  the  contractors.  The  locomotive  received 
is  of  the  first  order;  but  is  heavier  than  is  necessary  for  the  light  grades 
upon  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  and  is  better  suited  to  the  Pekin  and 
Bloomington  branch  of  the  Central  railroad;  for  which  road  I  understand 
it  was  intended:  but  notwithstanding  its  weight,  it  is  in  successful  opera- 
tion without  doing  the  least  injury  to  the  road,  or  at  all  deranging  its 
structure. 

The  next  subject  about  which  it  becomes  nocessary  for  me  to  report 
to  the  Board,  is  that  connected  with  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Illinois  river. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  all  of  this  river,  from  its  mouth  up  to  the 
junction  with  the  Sangamon  river,  was  placed  under  my  immediate  di- 
rection and  control.  From  that  time  up  to  the  first  day  of  September 
last,  the  waters  continued  so  high  that  it  was  impracticable  to  make 
any  stilizQitory  c,irvey  or  examination''  of  the  channel.  About  that 
time  the  waters  fell,  and  presented  a  favorable  opportunity  to  examine 
the  obstructions  to  the  navigation.  The  country  along  the  river,  and 
indeed  in  the  interior  to  a  great  extent,  then  became  so  sickly  that 
hands  could  not  be  procured  to  make  the  necessary  survey  and  exami- 
nations of  said  river.  With  a  view,  however,  of  making  this  survey,  I 
conditionally  procured  a  small  steamboat  for  this  service.  This  boat 
was  found  not  to  answer  the  purpose,  and  the  money  intended  to 
be  paid  therefor  was  applied  to  other  parts  of  the  public  works,  without 
cost  to  the  State. 

Being  disappointed  in  this,  I  endeavored  to  procure  the  necessary 
information  in  a  different  way.  I  employed  skilful  persons,  and  those 
well  informed  as  to  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation,  to  proceed  to  ex- 
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amine  all  the  bars,  at  the  lowest  water,  and  then  examine  and  ascertain 
the  depth  of  water,  and  the  extent  and  character  of  the  obstructions. 
The  information  thus  acquired  will  be  found  in  a  statement  and  descrip- 
tion of  the  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  the  Illinois  river,  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Sangamon  river,  hereto  annexed. 

It  is  not  pretended  that  the  information  thus  acquired  is  entirely  cor- 
rect, but  is  sufficiently  so  to  enable  the  Board  to  determine  the  probable 
cost  of  removing  the  obstructions,  and  making  the  river  navigable  for 
steamboats  at  all  stages  of  water.  The  material  composing  all  the  bars 
mentioned  in  this  statement  is  sand  and  clay,  and  of  such  a  texture  as 
to  be  easily  removed  by  a  steam  dredging  machine  properly  constructed. 
I  would  therefore  suggest  to  the  Board  the  propriety  of  purchasing  a 
machine  of  that  kind  for  this  service,  and  that  the  same  may  be  imme- 
diately put  into  operation  upon  this  river.  I  would  further  suggest  the 
propriety  of  employing  one  competent  engineer,  experienced  in  this 
kind  of  improvement,  to  whose  charge  the  whole  work  upon  this  stream 
should  be  committed. 

It  is  ascertained  that  this  river  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  st .earns 
for  navigation  of  all  the  tributaries  of  the  Mississippi,  and  it  is  believed 
that  no  other  improvement  would  add  more  value  to  the  country,  or  con- 
fer more  general  benefits,  than  the  improvement  of  its  navigation.  It  is 
therefore  very  desirable  that  this  should  receive  the  immediate  atten- 
tion of  the  Board. 

The  next  subject  of  inquiry  for  the  Board  to  make  of  me,  as  one  of  its 
members,  is,  as  to  the  amount  of  money  expended  by  me,  as  Commis- 
sioner, upon  all  and  each  of  the  of  the  public  works  under  my  charge. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  the  appropriations  made  by  the  law,  in  re- 
lation to  internal  improvements,  are  all  special,  and  only  applicable  to 
certain  specific  objects;  yet  the  same  law  requires  the  Board  to  purchase- 
land  for  the  use  of  the  State,  and  not  necessary  to  any  particular 
road,  and  to  do  other  acts  and  make  other  expenditures  not  applicable  to 
any  particular  portion  or  division  of  the  improvements  of  ^ie  State.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  the  Board  of  Public  Works  and  the  Board  of 
Fund  Commissioners  constituted  a  general  fund,  to  be  used  upon  objects 
not  confined  to  any  particular  works.  Upon  this  fund  I  made  several 
drafts;  and  the  money  thus  drawn  was  applied  to  various  objects  not  par- 
ticularly applicable  to  any  one  road. 

Out  of  this  fund,  all  the  property  was  purchased  to  accommodate  the 
locating  parties,  and,  generally,  to  carry  on  the  various  duties  connected 
with  the  engineering  necessary  upon  the  various  works  under  my  charge. 

Since  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  on  the  first  Monday 
in  this  month,  I  have  been  requested  by  the  Board  of  Fund  Commission- 
ers to  divide  and  appropriate  this  fund  among  the  different  works  and 
appropriations.  In  performing  this  service,  I  have  adopted  the  rule 
of  dividing  this  fund,  pro  rata,  between  the  works,  according  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  appropriations,  except  that  the  amount  paid  for  property  now 
on  hand  for  the  use  of  the  different  roads,  was  charged  to  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad,  and,  consequently,  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of 
land  property,  (if  it  should  become  necessary  to  sell  it)  should  be  re- 
turned to  that  appropriation,  and  a  proper  allowance  made  out  of  the 
other  appropriations  to  supply  the  loss  consequent  upon  the  use  of  this 
property. 
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The  total  amount  of  money  expended  by  me  since  the  commencement 
of  my  services,  upon  all  the  various  roads  and  parts  of  the  public  works 
under  my  charge,  up  to  the  first  Monday  of  this  month,  is  $ "230,148  75. 
The  to ta*l  amount  drawn  is  $229,395  45. 

Of  the  sums  thus  expended,  $19,930  ?7  has  been  expended  upon  the 
Bloomington  and  Pekin  railroad. 

Upon  the  Alton  and  Shelbyville  railroad,  the  sum  of  $4,535  79. 

Upon  tbe  Central  railroad,  the  sum  of  $3,550  67*. 

Upon  the  Illinois  river,  the  sum  of  $100  00. 

The  residue  of  said  sum,  amounting  to  $202,031  5U,  has  been. ex- 
pended upon  the  Northern  Cross  railroad.  In  addition  to  the  sum  of 
money  expended  by  me  upon  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  as  aforesaid, 
there  has  been  paid  to  the  contractors,  by  special  drafts  drawn  by  me 
for  work  done  upon  said  road,  the  sum  of  $263,025  33. 

There  has  also  been  paid,  by  a  special  draft  drawn  by  me  in  favor 
of  John  J.  Hardin,  Esq.,  for  and  in  consideration  of  a  judgment  render- 
ed for  the  right  of  way  for  said  road  over  a  tract  of  land,  the  sum  of 
$2,106  00;  making  the  total  amount  paid  upon  this  road  from  the  com- 
mencement of  operations  upon  the  public  works,  up  to  the  first  Mondav 
in  this  month,  the  sum  of  $467,822  84. 

In  addition  to  the  sum  before  stated  as  having  been  paid  upon  the 
Pekin  and  Bloomington  railroad  out  of  money  drawn  by.  me,  there  has 
been  paid  by  special  drafts  upon  the  Fund  Commissioners,  in  favor  of 
contractors,  for  work  done  upon  said  road,  the  sum  of  $18,092  00,  mak- 
ing the  whole  sum  expended  upon  that  road  -  $38,022  77. 

Upon  the  Alton  and  Shelbyville  railroad,  the  sum  of  4,535  79 

Upon  the  Central  railroad  -  -  -  3,550  67 

Upon  the  Illinois  river  -  -  -  100  00 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say  to  the  Board  that  the  average  cost  of  the 
several  roads  in  the  first  circuit  must  necessarily  be  greater  than  the 
same  extent  of  road  further  in  the  interior.  This  is  owing  to  the  fact, 
that  these  lines  pass  through  the  undulating  surface  bordering  upon  the 
Illinois  river,  and  owing  to  the  fact,  too,  that  the  law  expressly  requires 
the  roads  to  be  located  to  certain  towns  and  places;  to  arrive  at  which 
it  becomes  necessary  to  make  deep  cuts,  raise  heavy  embankments,  and 
construct  costly  viaducts;  all  of  which  could  have  been  avoided,  if  the 
points  to  which  the  roads  were  expressly  made  to  pass  had  been 
lesss  in  number  or  differently  situated. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  MeCONNEL,  CorrCr. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  of  authority  given  to  the  Fund  Cnmmissioners  to  pur  chase  iron. 

Jacksonville,  Aug.  1 1, 1837. 
Messrs.  Mather,  Rawlings,  and  Oakley, 

Fund  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Gentlemen:  There  is  now  in  this  district  nearly  fifty-eight  miles  of 
railroad  under  contract,  which  will  require  a  bout  sixty-two  miles  of  rail- 
road iron.  It  is  also  my  intention  to  put  under  contract  this  season  that 
part  of  the  Pekmand  Bloomington  branch  of  the  Central  railroad  situa- 
ted between  Pekin,  on  the  Illinois  river,  and  Tremont,  probably  about 
ten  miles.  For  this  route  the  iron  may  be  required,  (or,  at  any  rate,  a  part 
of  it,)  the  coming  season;    say  eleven  miles  of  iron. 

In  all  contracts  made  and  to  be  made,  the  State  has  and  will  reserve 
the  right  to  furnish  the  iron.  The  kind  of  iron  wante  i  is  of  that  width 
and  thickness  that  requires  twenty-two  tons  to  the  mile,  including  plates, 
bolts,  and  all  other  things  necessary. 

You  are  authorized  and  requested  to  furnish  the  funds  and  purchase 
this  iron,  or  to  procure  it  to  be  imported  to  the  port  of  New  Orleans  sub- 
ject to  the  order  of  M.  McConnel,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  It  will  be  necessary  to  secure  the  duties 
upon  this  iron  at  New  Orleans,  to  be  returned  when  the  iron  is  laid.  If 
you  should  believe  that  iron  will  decline  in  price,  so  that  the  same  may 
be  bought  next  year  for  less  than  at  present,  you  may  contract  for  the 
delivery  of  thirty  miles,  say,  six  hundred  and  sixty  ton>j,  or  thereabouts, 
as  we  may  not  want  to  use  more  than  that  quantity  in  this  district  through 
the  next  season.     In  all  this  you  will  exercise  your  discretion. 

You  will  also  contract  for  the  building  of  one  locomotive,  of  the  most 
approved  plan,  and  a  suitable  number  of  passenger  and  burthen  cars,  to 
be  shipped,  via  New  Orleans,  to  the  house  of  McConnel,  Ormsbee,  &  Co., 
Naples,  Illinois.  You,  or  either  of  you,  are  hereby  authorized,  either  by 
yourselves  or  agents,  to  enter  into  all  contracts,  and  to  make  all  provis- 
ions necessary  for  the  procuring  of  the  iron,  cars,  &c,  aforesaid,  in  as 
full  and  complete  a  manner  as  I  could  myself  do,  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  for  the  first  judicial  circuit;  and  the  funds  expen- 
ded shall  be  receipted  for  as  expended  by  me  for  the  use  and  purposes 
aforesaid. 

With  much  respect, 

I  remain,  yours,  &c. 

M.  McCONNEL, 
Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  the  first 
judicial  circuit  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 
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Railroad  Office,  Manville,  Dec.  3,  1838. 

To  M.  McConnell,  Commissioner 

of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I  have  caused  the  party  engaged 
in  locating  the  Central  railroad  from  the  Illinois  river,  south,  to  continue 
the  location  of  the  same  as  far  as  Bloomington.  The  results  thus  obtained 
are,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  saying,  in  all  respects  as  favorable  as  you 
had  reason  to  anticipate  from  the  remarks  on  the  preliminary  recon 
noissance,  which  I  had  the  honor  of  communicating  to  you  last  summer. 

From  that  survey  it  was  ascertained  that  a  tangent  was  practicable 
between  the  head  waters  of  Cedar  creek  and  the  ford -way  at  the  Macki- 
naw, near  Hndson,  a  distance  of  about  43  miles.  The  location  has  been 
made  along  this  tangent,  which  it  may  be  remarked,  is  nearly  en  the  right 
line  between  Bloomington  and  the  termination  of  the  Michigan  and  Il- 
linois canal,  and  from  one-half  to  one  and  a  half  miles  east  of  the  line  of 
exploration.  Almost  the  wholo  extent  of  this  line  is  along  the  Grand 
prairie,  without  an  obstacle  of  any  kind  worthy  of  notice,  except  at  the 
Panther,  Mackinaw,  and  Sugar  creeks;  and  those,  it  will  be  seen,  are 
easily  surmounted.  The  soil  is  mostly  a  rich  vegetable  mould,  varying 
from  one  and  a  half  to  three  feet,  with  a  substratum  of  compound  clay, 
presenting  a  surface  uncommonly  free  from  undulation,  ridges,  or  objec- 
tionable grades  in  either  direction. 

From  the  north  line  of  McLean  county  to  the  north  branch  of  Panther 
creek,  a  distance  of  twenty-six  and  a  quarter  miles,  an  almost  level  prairie 
is  passed  over.  The  distance  between  this  and  the  south  branch  is  two  and 
a  quarter  miles,  with  a  continuation  in  the  character  of  the  surface.  The 
valleys  of  each  of  these  branches  arc  gentle  depressions  into  the  surface 
of  the  prairie  of  about  thirty  feet,  and  extending  about  a  mile  on  eith- 
er side  of  each  stream.  The  former  is  somewhat  the  largest,  and  will  re- 
quire a  bridge  of  thirty-three  feet  span  and  sixteen  feet  in  height,  with 
grades  on  either  side,  of  nineteen  feet  per  mile,  for  a  short  distance.  The 
latter  requires  a  bridge  of  thirty  feet  span  and  twenty  feet  high,  with  a 
bank  of  about  twelve  feet  in  height  for  eight  hundred  feet,  and  grades  on 
either  side,  not  exceeding  fifteen  feet  per  mile,  for  one  mile  each  way. 
From  this  stream  to  Mackinaw  creek,  a  distance  of  seven  miles,  a  very 
even  though  gradual  ascending  surface  intervenes. 

Mackinaw  creek  has  here  a  narrow  valley  about  eighty  feet  below  the 
general  surface  of  the  prairie,  with  steep  irregular  bluffs  on  either  side. 
Our  line  strikes  this  creek  twenty-six  hundred  feet  above  the  ford-way, 
near  Hudson,  at  a  point  where  the  bluffs  on  either  side  approach  unusual- 
ly near  for  this  stream.  These  bluffs  are  composed  of  a  coarse  firm  sand, 
of  a  suitable  character  to  form  substantial  embankments.  A  bridge  of  one 
hundred  feet  span  and  thirty-three  feet  high,  with  an  embankment  on  the 
south  side,  four  hundred  feet  long  and  thirty  feet  high,  will  give  grades  on 
each  side,  of  nearly  fifty  feet  permile,  for  a  mile  each  way  from  the  bridge. 

This  being  very  much  the  steepest  grade  between  Cedar  creek  and 
Bloomington,  it  may  be  preferable  to  add  a  few  feet  to  the  height  of  the 
bridges  and  embankment,  and  thus  reduce  the  declivity  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  this  creek.  The  surface  is  somewhat  broken  and  irregular, 
though  with  the  grade  mentioned  there  will  be  no  cuts  required  that  ex- 
ceed seventeen  feet,  and  these  but  for  a  short  distance. 
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The  line  passes  through  'he  principal  street  in  the  village  of  Hudson, 
which  is  at  an  elevation  above  tin:  Illinois  river,  at  La  Salle,  of  310  feet, 
and  51  miles  distant  from  that  place.  One  mile  from  Hudson  we  pass 
the  Six-mile  creek,  a  stream  of  about  the  same  size  of  the  north  branch 
of  the  Panther  creek.  The  valley  is  also  about  the  same  width  and  depth, 
and  will  consequently  require  a  bridge  of  the  same  dimensions  as  the  last 
stream.  A  distance  of  four  and  a  half  miles  from  Hudson  we  attain  the 
greatest  elevation  on  the  line,  it  bemg  four  hundred  and  fourteen  feet 
above  the  Illinois  and  the  summit  between  Six-mile  and  Sugar  creeks. 

The  grade  in  ascendidg  to  this  point  will  require  to  be  about  thirty- 
two  feet  per  mile,  for  three  and  a  half  miles:  the  southern  declivity  from 
this  summit  is  more  abrupt,  and  requires  a  grade  of  about  thirty-nine  feet 
per  mile  for  one  and  a  half  miles.  From  Six-mile  creek  to  Bloomington 
the  prairie  is  much  more  undulating  than  that  north  of  Mackinaw  creek, 
though  no  very  deep  cuts  or  heavy  embankments  will  be  necessary.  The 
only  obstacle  remaining  to  be  noticed  is  Sugar-creek, near  Bloomington. 
This  is  a  small  stream  situated  in  a  valley  similar  to  the  south  branch  of 
Panther  creek.  A  bridge  of  thirty  feet  span  and  twenty-nine  in  height, 
with  an  embankment  nineteen  feet  high  for  about  one  thousand  feet  will 
give  a  grade  on  either  side,  of  twenty-five  (eet  per  mile,  for  a  short  distance. 
The  line  between  Hudson  and  Bloomington  is  a  tangent,  and  is  believed 
to  be  the  most  favorable  location  attainable  between  these  places;  it  ter- 
minates in  the  latter  place  at  a  point  about  twelve  hundred  feet  east  of  the 
court-house.  As  was  indicated  in  my  former  communication,  the  char- 
acter of  the  surface  here  will  admit  of^uch  a  change  in  the  line  as  will 
best  suit  its  continuation   to  Decatur,  and  other  purposes  at  this  point. 

Stone  for  bridges  and  culverts  can  be  obtained  at  Sandy  and  Panther 
creeks,  though  of  father  inferior  quality.  Timber  suitable  for  the  super- 
structure of  the  road  and  in  sufficient  abundance  can  be  obtained  on  most 
of  the  streams  traversed  by  this  line.  The  lively  interest  manifested  in 
the  progress  of  this  work  by  the  inhabitants  along  the  line  seems  to  offer 
the  best  guarantee  of  its  ultimate  usefulness  to  them,  and  incidentally  of 
its  importance  to  the  interests  of  the  State.  Indeed  the  necessity  of  a 
more  facile  and  speedy  communication  to  the  market,  to  accommodate 
the  wants  and  requirements  of  this  healthy  and  fertile  portion  of  the 
State,  is  becoming  every  day  more  apparent;  and  it  can  hardly  be  doubt- 
ed that  its  great  agricultural  advantages,in  connection  with  the  facilities 
that  will  be  afforded  by  this  railroad,  will  very  soon  draw  within  its  bosom 
a  very  dense  and  wealthy  population.  A  simple  inspection  of  the  phys- 
ical features  of  this  portion  of  the  United  States  must  lead  to  the  convic- 
tion that  this  railroad  would  be  the  most  convenient  and  speedy  channel 
of  communication  for  the  inhabitants  of  this  region  with  the  distant  mar- 
kets. Recent  experience  nas  demonstrated  that  railroads,  as  a  channel  of 
communication,  can  be  depended  upon  at  all  times  and  at  all  seasons  even 
in  latitudes  more  rigorous  than  ours.  More  than  two  years  since  it  was 
computed  by  an  engineer  of  high  standing  that,  when  the  railroads  which 
were  then  projected  and  in  progress  were -completed,  a  traveller  would 
be  enabled  to  pass  from  New  York  or  Boston  to  Chicago  in  the  space  of 
sixty-one  and  a  quarter  hours.  Subsequently  several  important  and  ex- 
tensive works  have  been  commenced  on  this  line  of  communication,  shor- 
tening the  distance  materially,   and  substituting  railroads  where  one  or 
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two  changes  to  steamboats  were  requisite;  by  means  of  which  even  thisfl 
estimate  must  be  very  much  reduced,  so  much  so  that  it  admits  of  ncj 
doubt  that,  when  those  works  are  completed,  the  journey  will  be  made* 
from  Bloomington  to  Boston,  or  New  York,  and  back,  in  a  little  moreM 
than  half  of  the  time  that  is  now  required  to  descend  the  river  fro  ml 
Peoria  to  New  Orleans. 

I  cannot  conclude  these  remarks  without  expressing  my  belief  thatJ 
from  the  character  of  the  soil  and  surface  over  which  most  of  this  roadi, 
passes,  the  plan  of  forming  a  road-bed,  on  which  to  place  the  superstruc-1 
ture,  (as  is  already  adopted  in  some  places  in  the  State)  is  attended  with! 
a  useless  expense  of  time  and  money. 


When  a  country  is  very  broken,  and  the  soil  is  of  a  nature  to  make] 
durable  and  substantial  road-ways,  this  practice  may  be  necessary;  but 
when  the  soil  is  a  mass  of  decayed  vegetation,  and  the  surface  in  a  great 
measure  already  graded  by  the  hand  of  nature,  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  are  entirely  changed,  and  their  necessity  no  longer  exists.  In 
all  high  latitudes,  whatever  may  be  the  soil  or  surface,  it  will  be  ad- 
mitted that  the  formation  of  permanent  railroad  superstructures  should 
be  below  the  action  of  the  frost.  Accordingly  these  foundations  arc 
constructed  either  upon  ruble  stones,  stone  blocks,  gravels,  piles,  or 
blocks  of  wood,  extending  a  suitable  distance  below  the  surface. 

From  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  obtaining  other  materials,  one  of 
the  two  last  methods  seems  to  have  the  strongest  claims  to  be  adopted  on 
the  prairies.  Over  such  a  surface  as  these  present*  I  cannot  doubt  lhat 
it  will  be  a  great  saving  of  expense  to  neglect  grading  or  making  a  road- 
bed altogether,  except  over  sharp  ridges  and  deep  valleys.  Upon  this 
plan,  the  road  must  be  graded  u  )on  piles  firmly  driven  into  the  earth, 
at  a  suitable  distance  from  each  other,  and  extending  from  a  few  inches 
to  ten  feet  above  the  surface,as  the  case  may  require.  Cross-ties  are  placed 
upon  the  tops  of  these  piles,  and  a  longitudinal  rail-  secured  on  these, 
capped  with  the  flat  rail  of  vvroughtiron;  or  if  the  H  rail  is  used,  the  lon- 
gitudinal rail  of  wood  becomes  unnecessary.  A  similar  superstructure 
is  sometimes  placed  upon  the  ends  of  wooden  blocks,  planted  firmly  below 
the  action  of  the  frost.  Each  of  these  plans  have  already  passed  the 
ordeal  of  experience  in  the  Eastern  States;  and  they  are  found  to  have 
every  necessary  degree  of  firmness  and  strength,  are  more  durable  than 
superstructures  that  are  at  or  upon  the  surface,  and  the  aggregate  ex- 
pense is  moreover  evidently  much  less  than  with  a  graded  road-bed, 
since,  with  this,  the  same  or  greater  expense  for  superstructure  seems 
necessary. 

The  principal  advantages  of  this  plan  are,  to  obviate  the  expense  of 
grading  the  road-bed  and  excavating  drains  and  ditches — the  necessity 
of  placing  the  grade  line,  generally,  above  the  surface,  to  avoid  the 
water,  partially  melted  snows,  and  ice,  that  frequently  cover  the  more 
level  portions  of  the  prairies  to  a  depth  of  some  inches.  This  alone 
will  amount  to  a  very  considerable  sum. 

Culverts,  drains  and  walls  to  protect  the  embankments,  will  also  be 
unnecessary,  as  the  water  will  pass  freely  under  the  superstructure  at  all 
points,  except  at  ridges,  and  here  they  are  not  required — from  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  stone  on  the  prairies.  This  will  also  be  a  very  impor- 
tant item  in  the  expense. 
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The  expense  of  excavating  block  pits,  or  driving  piles  through  the  em- 
bankments, will  also  be  saved.  The  aggregate  of  these  expenses  will 
Ordinarily  amount  to  a  sum  varying  from  one-third  to  one-half  of  the 
whole  expense  of  said  road;  and  this  amount,  it  will  be  seen,  must  be 
expended  from  one  to  two  years  before  any  advantage  can  be  derived 
from  its  use;  but,  upon  the  plan  proposed,  as  soon  as  the  superstructure 
s  laid,  cars  may  be  put  in  motion,  and  a  benefit  realized  from  the  money 
expended.  Should  it  be  determined,  ultimately,  to  form  a  road-bed  and 
construct  culverts  and  bridges,  with  stone  walls  and  abutments,  it  will 
be  seen  that  this  work  will  be  greatly  facilitated,  and  the  expense  very 
much  reduced,  by  means  of  the  superstructure  already  in  position;  and 
this  may>  be  delayed  to  such  a  time  as  the  finances  of  the  State  would 
best  permit  more  expensive  structures,  or  its  interests  require  them. 
Upon  this  plan,  sharp  ridges  will  of  course  be  excavated,  and  deep  ra- 
vines either  embanked,  or  truss  work  raised  to  support  the  rails,  as  the 
case  may  require.  Truss  bridges,,  also,  to  pass  the  different  streams, 
when  durable  stone  is  not  easily  procured,  would  not  only  be  a  great 
saving  of  expense  in  the  first  cost,  but  a  work  of  economy,  with  a  view 
m  ultimately  building  more  permanent  structures. 

I  have  thus,  sir,  in  a  very  hurried  and  desultory  manner,  made  known 
o  you  the  principal  facts,  «as  well  as  my  views  in  relation  to  the  work 
fou  have  placed  under  my  charge  will  admit  of.  The  accuracy  of  the  lat- 
er, I  hope  more  fully  to  demonstrate  when  time  permits  me  to  present 
istimates  upon  different  parts  of  the  work. 

For  the  particular  distances,  elevation,  &c. ,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you 
o  the  accompanying  tables.  As  the  field  operations  have  but  just  been 
completed,  lam  notable  at  this  time  to  exhibit  the  necessary  maps, 
profiles,  and  plans  pertaining  to  the  work;  they  are  however  in  progress, 
and  will  be  transmitted,  in  due  time,  by 

Your  obdient  servant, 

T.  B.  RANSOM,  Eupneer. 
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Report  of  James  M.  Bucklin,  Principal  Engineer  of  the  Western  District. 

Vandalia,  Dec.  22, 1838. 
To  M.  McConnel,  Acting  Commissioner 

of  the  First  Judicial  Circuit. 

Sir:  I  have  been  desirous  of  laying  before  you  this  winter  an  estimate  of  the 
probable  cost  of  the  different  lines  of  road  included  within  the  limits  of  this  dis- 
trict, and  am  enabled  to  do  so  through  the  exertions  of  Mr.  Pollock,  my  principal 
assistant,  and  the  gentlemen  associated  with  him.  They  have,  under  very  dis- 
couraging circumstances,  completed  the  preliminary  examinations;  and  to  the 
accompanying  report  of  Mr.  Pollock  I  refer  you  for  a  description  of  them  in  de- 
tail. The  estimates  deduced  from  these  surveys  are  designed  as  approxima- 
tions; yet,  upon  a  more  careful  and  deliberate  examination  and  a  definitive  loca- 
tion, many  important  improvements,  conducive  to  economy  and  useful 
effect,  which  were  observed  to  be  practicable  during  the  course  of  the  field  op- 
erations, can  be  adopted,  and  the  cost  thereby  materially  lessened.  It  is  remar- 
kable that  the  different  routes  examined  have  not  proved  more  unfavorable,  and. 
indeed,  impracticable,  within  the  limits  of  an  ordinary  expenditure,  taking  into 
consideration  the  numerous  points  to  which  the  location  of  the  roads  are  restrict- 
ed, without  regard  to  the  topographical  features  of  the  country,  and  especially 
on  the  lines  running  at  right  angles  with  the  direction  of  the  streams. 

Could  a  greater  latitude  have  been  allowed  in  the  location  between  extreme 
points,  the  extraordinary  advantages  afforded  by  the  topographical  character  of 
the  State,  for  the  economical  construction  of  railroads,  would  have  been  ren- 
dered available  to  a  much  greater  extent,  and  the  roads  rendered  more  perfect 
and  effective.  The  survey  of  the  Pekin  and  Bloomington  branch  of  the  Central 
railroad  under  contract  between  Pekin  and  Tremont,  nine  and  a  half  miles,  at 
$9,192  per  mile,  has  been  extended  to  Bloomington,  a  distance  of  thirty-six  and  a 
half  miles.  The  average  cost  per  mile  is  estimated  at  $11,736.  The  construction 
of  the  Peoria  and  Mackinaw  branch  and  of  the  Pekin  and  Bloomington  branch  of 
the  Central  railroad,  is  impracticable  at  the  maximum  rate  of  graduation  fixed 
by  the  Board  of  Public  Works.  With  a  grade  of  70  feet  per  mile,  however,  Pe- 
oria can  be  connected  with  the  Pekin  branch  within  4.8 i  miles  of  Mackinaw,  a 
distance  of  fifteen  miles,  at  a  cost  of  $ 8,217  per  mile. 

The  country  between  Bloomington  and  Decatur  on  the  route  of  lhe  Central 
railroad  has  been  explored;  the  distance  found  to  be  forty-six  miles,  and  the  prob- 
able cost  $14,645  per  mile.  The  crossing  of  Salt  creek  renders  the  graduation 
of  this  part  of  the  Central  railroad  very  expensive;  several  cross  sections  which 
were  taken  off  the  valley  of  the  stream  exhibited  a  difference  of  $50,000  in  the 
cost  of  graduation.  A.  more  critical  examination  is  necessary  to  ascertain  the 
minimum  cost  of  this  division  of  the  road,  and,  before  it  can  be  properly  deter- 
mined, the  result  of  the  examinations  north  and  south  of  the  western  engineering 
district  should  be  known;  for  if  it  is  found  necessary  to  employ  gradients  of  more 
than  forty  feet  to  the  mile  in  the  graduation  of  other  portions  of  this  road,  the 
same  increase  in  the  maximum  rate  of  graduation  should  be  made  between  this 
part  of  it  included  within  the  western  district;  in  which  event  the  cost  of  gradua- 
tion would  be  lessened  without  detracting  from  the  efficiency  of  the  motive  power. 

The  first  and  second  divisions  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  when  completed  to 
Springfield,  a  distance  of  fifty-six  and  three  quarter  miles,  will  cost  $624,250,  or 
$11,000  per  mile.  The  probable  cost  of  the  third  division  is  $332,000;  the  aver- 
age cost  per  mile  of  the  three  divisions  of  this  road,  viz:  the  first  division,  exten- 
ding from  Meredosia,  on  the  Illinois  river,  to  Jacksonville,  23.617  miles;  second 
division,  from  Jacksonville  to  Springfield,  32.127  miles;  and  the  third  division, 
from  Springfield  to  Decatur,  41|  miles,  in  all,  9^244  miles,  will  be  $9,750.  ' 
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During  the  past  season  the  graduation  of  the  roads  under  contract  in  this  dis- 
trict have  advanced  with  great  rapidity.  Between  the  Illinois  and  Sangamon 
rivers,  a  distance  of  G3.137  miles,  fifty-two  and  a  quarter  miles  of  the  gradu- 
ation of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  are  completed.  The  unfinished  portions 
will  soon  be  finished,  and  large  quantities  of  materials  have  been  and  are  now 
being  delivered  upon  the  whole  line.  This  work  is  in  such  a  state  of  forward- 
ness as  to  warrant  the  belief  that  a  locomotive  engine  will  reach  Springfield,  from 
the  Illinois  river,  by  September,  1839. 

On  the  Pekin  and  Bloomington  branch  of  the  Central  railroad,  the  graduation 
of  that  part  under  contract  between  Pekin  and  Tremont  is  nearly  finished,  and 
will  probably  be  completed,  and  the  road  put  in  operation,  the  ensuing  summer. 
In  both  of  these  roads  it  has  been  necessary  to  enlarge  the  cuts  beyond  the  di- 
mensions prescribed  by  law.  About  ten  miles  of  supsrstructnre  has  been  laid  on 
the  first  division,  beginning  at  Mercdosia.  The  law  of  internal  improvement 
restricts  the  width  of  track  to  four  feet  eight  inches  between  the  rails.  Obeying 
the  spirit  of  this  law  rather  than  the  letter,  I  have  laid  the  track  four  feet  nine 
inches,  that  being  the  general  width  of  roads  in  the  United  Slates.  It  is  worthy 
of  serious  inquiry,  I  think,  whether  it  Ivould  not  be  expedient  to  increase  the 
width  of  track  still  more;  say  to  five  feet.  There  is  evidently  an  advantage  in 
a  wide  track,  laying  aside  its  effects  upon  the  movement  of  railroad  wheels  in 
curvatures:  but  these  effects  have  been  obviated  to  such  a  degree,  by  the  proper 
application  of  the  principle  of  the  cone  to  the  rims  of  the  wheels,  and  the  use  of 
wheels  of  small  diameter,  with  vibrating  axles,  that  I  cannot  perceive  any  ob- 
jection to  the  adoption  of  the  five  feet  track  in  the  construction  of  our  roads, 
possessing,  as  they  do,  so  large  a  proportion  of  straight  line,  and  few  curvatures 
as  small  even   as  fourteen  hundred  feet  radii. 

The  spikes  and  connecting  plates  accompanying  the  iron  purchased  for  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad,  were  found  not  to  suit;  and  the  expense  of  alter- 
ing them  has  nearly  equalled  the  original  cost.  Part  of  ihe  spikes  are  of  a  qual- 
ity not  much  better  than  the  worst  description  of  cut  nails.  This  lot  is  now  laid 
aside,  as  we  have  fortunately  discovered  another  lot  of  much  superior  iron. 
They  should  be  made  of  Juniata  or  Tennessee  iron,  as  it  is  essential  that  the 
most  tenacious  iron  be  employed  for  that  purpose.  The  definitive  tracing  of  the 
curvatures  and  tangents  on  the  graded  surface,  preparatory  to  laying  down  the 
superstructure,  and  the  superintendence  of  this  work,  has  been  confided  by  me  to 
.Mr.  George  Plant,  whose  skill  and  experience,  acquired  on  other  roads  in  the  same 
service,  well  qualifies  him  for  that  duty.  I  have  not  been  disappointed  in  my 
expectations  derived  from  his  well  known  ability.  The  superstructure  as  far  as  it 
has  been  completed  is  as  well  and  as  substantially  laid  as  it  is  possible  for  a 
road  of  this  class  to  be  made.  It  has  remained  in  good  adjustment,  although 
heavy  loads  and  an  engine  weighing  ten  tons  have  repeatedly  passed  over  it. 
In  the  steepest  grades  its  weight  and  strength  are  considerably  increased. 
White  oak  timber  is  almost  entirely  employed;  and  the  plate  rail,  two  inches  by 
one  half  inch,  has  consequently  every  advantage  that  it  can  possess  to  render  it 
secure  and  immoveable.  This  description  of  rail  will  answer  a  very  good  pur- 
pose, but  it  would  be  better  economy  in  the  end  to  substitute  the  H  rail  for  it 

The  order  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  requiring  the  change  of  the  maxi- 
mum "rade  on  the  Pekin  and  Bloomington  branch  of  the  Central  railroad  from 
fifty  to  seventy-five  feet  per  mile,  was  carried  into  effect,  and  the  cost  of  grading 
that  part  of  it  between  Pekin  and  Tremont,  a  distance  of  9.47  miles,  reduced 
from  $100,297  to  $40,297,  the  average  cost  of  the  graduation  being  now 
$4,192  per  mile,  instead  of  $10,459. 

Your  instructions  of  the  16th  June,  1838,  respecting  the  location  and  prepar. 
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ation  for  contract  of  the  Naples  branch  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  accompa 
nied  with  an  order  of  the  Board,  requiring  this  branch  to  be  located  and  put  un- 
der contract,  were  obeyed,  but  in  pursuance  of  subsequent  instructions  received 
from  you,  the  route  designated  by  you  was  prepared  for  contract. 

The  location  of  the  second  division  of  the  Cross  railroad,  between  Jacksonville 
and  Springfield,  has  been  revised  and  improved,  and  the  distance  found  to  be  thir- 
ty-three miles  and  six  hundred  and  seventy  feet,  which  is  a  little  less  than  by  the 
original  location. 

In  arranging  the  grades  of  the  roads  under  construction,  great  care  has  been 
taken  in  the  prairies  to  elevate  the  road-bed  one  or  two  feet  above  the  surface, 
and  at  the  same  time  drain  it  effectually  by  means  of  longitudinal  and  laterai 
ditches.  In  these  level  plains,  which  are  sometimes  saturated  with  water  for 
weeks  together  to  a  considerable  depth,  1  am  satisfied,  from  my  own  experience, 
and  from  the  results  of  experiments  which  have  been  made  in  the  construction  of 
other  roads  in  the  United  States,  that  the  adoption  of  an  effectual  system  of 
drainage,  from  the  foundation  of  the  superstructure,  is  the  only  means  by  which 
its  durable  and  permanent  adjustment  can  be  secured  without  incurring  great 
expense. 

In  my  last  report  I  remarked  that  it  was  designed  to  pass  the  Sangamon  river 
on  a  bridge  of  three  hundred  feet  in  length,  two  spans  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  each;  since  which  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  observe  the  effects  of  the 
stream  when  high,  and  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  any  greater  extent  of  span 
is  necessary  to  discharge  its  waters;  but,  upon  mature  deliberation,  1  have  deter- 
mined to  shorten  the  span  of  the  arches  to  one  hundred  feet  each,  and  to  place 
another  bridge  of  one  hundred  feet  span  in  the  bottom  between  the  river  and  the 
bluff.  The  strongest  reasons  operating  in  favor  of  the  change  are  the  necessity 
for  shortening  the  spans  of  the  bridge,  produced  by  want  of  height  in  the  abut- 
ments, and  the  fact  that,  whatever  may  be  the  peculiar  advantages  of  the  mode 
of  constructing  a  wooden  bridge,  it  is  continually  operated  upon  by  causes  affect- 
ing its  permanency  and  durability,  the  effect  of  which  increases  in  a  ratio  with 
the  length  of  the  span  and  the  changes  which  are  produced.  The  draining  of 
the  bottom  above  the  embankment  is  another  inducement;  but  the  shortening  of 
the  span,  I  consider  of  the  greatest  importance,  affecting  the  durability  a'hd  con- 
sequent value  of  the  work.  By  placing  more  piers  in  the  main  channel,  the  su- 
perstructure might  have  been  simplified  in  its  construction,  and  lessened  in  its 
cost;  but  the  foundation  of  the  piers,  and  the  increased  quantity  of  masonry  re- 
quired, would  greatly  enhance  the  cost  of  the  bridge;  and  the  obstruction  of  the 
piers  to  the  passage  of  ice  and  drift  would  endanger  its  safety.  The  present  ar- 
rangement seems  to  me  to  be  a  proper  medium  between  the  objections  arising 
from  the  adoption  of  long  or  short  spans  at  this  particular  point.  Mr.  Grubb, 
the  contractor,  has  laid  the  foundation  of  the  pier,  and  delivered  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  stone  required.    It  will  be  nearly  completed  during  the  ensuing  season- 

The  plan  of  this  bridge  and  of  all  important  structures  of  this  kind,  in  the  wes- 
tern district,  are  from  the  designs  of  J.  &  W.  Madison,  superintendents  of  car- 
pentry on  the  Cumberland  road.  For  bridges  requiring  extraordinary  strength,, 
I  know  of  no  plan  combining  so  many  advantages. 

Respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

J.  M.  BUCKLIN. 
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NORTHERN  CROSS   RAILROAD. 
FIRST    DIVISION. 

Table  of  Grades  from  Meredosia  to  Sangamon  river. 


Stations 
from         to 

Grade  per 
100  feet 

Grade  per 
mile. 

Total. 

Total  height 
above  the 
Illinois  riv. 

Length 
ofplane. 

Length 
of  divi- 
sion. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Miles, 

15 

19 

_ 

_ 

Level 

_ 

21.270 

400 

19 

30 

.150 

►7.920 

Ascent 

1.650 

22.920 

1,100 

30 

31 

.172 

9.082 

" 

.172 

23.092 

100 

31 

53 

.210 

11.088 

" 

4.620 

27.712 

2,200 

53 

124 

.065 

3.590 

Descent 

4.615 

23.097 

6,900 

124 

210 

.029 

1.531 

u 

2.494 

20.603 

8.600 

210 

231 

.100 

5.280 

" 

2.244 

18.459 

21.44 

231 

232 

.028 

1.478 

" 

.028 

18.421 

100 

232 

262 

.349 

_ 

Level 

,  _ 

18.421 

3,000 

262 

268 

.349 

18.427 

Ascent 

2.094 

20.515 

600 

268 

290 

.339 

17.899 

" 

7.458 

27.973 

2,200 

290 

322 

.420 

22.176 

." 

13.553 

'41.526 

3,227 

322 

332 

.4437 

23.427 

" 

4.437 

45.962 

1,000 

332 

460 

.500 

26.400 

" 

64.000 

109.963 

12,800 

460 

515 

.600 

31.680 

M 

33.000 

162.963 

5,500 

515 

539 

.670 

35.376 

u 

16.072 

159.035 

2,400 

539 

567 

.726 

38.333 

" 

20.112 

179.147 

2,770 

567 

614 

.650 

34.320 

" 

30.550 

209.667 

4,700 

614 

636 

.300 

15.840 

" 

6.600 

216.297 

2,200 

636 

673 

.230 

12.144 

Descent 

8.280 

207.117 

3,600 

673 

720 

.130 

6.864 

u 

6.240 

200.747 

4,800 

720 

746.5 

.370 

19.536 

u 

9.800 

191.377 

2,650 

746.5 

760 

_ 

- 

Level 

- 

191.377 

1,350 

760 

844 

.760 

40.128 

Descent 

63.840 

127.537 

8,400 

844 

846 

_ 

- 

Level 

_ 

127.537 

200 

846 

911 

.760 

40.128 

« 

49.400 

176.937 

6,500 

911 

941 

.111 

5.860 

" 

3.330 

180.267 

3,000 

941 

996 

.400 

21.120 

Descent 

22.000 

158.267 

5,500 

996 

1011 

.100 

5.280 

Ascent 

1.500 

159.767 

1.500 

1011 

1042 

.600 

31.680 

u 

178.600. 

178.367 

3;ioo 

1042 

1072 

.200 

10.560 

Descent 

6.000 

172.367 

3.000 

1072 

1096 

_ 

- 

Level 

_ 

172.367 

2,400 

1096 

1108 

.250 

13.200 

Descent 

3.000 

169.367 

1,200 

1108 

1130 

.600 

31.680 

Ascent 

31.200 

182.567 

2,200 

1130 

1133 

_ 

■  - 

Level 

_ 

182.567 

300 

1133 

1162 

.430 

22.704 

Descent 

12.470 

170.097 

2.900 

1162 

1169 

.400 

21.120 

Ascent 

2.800 

172.897 

700 

1169 

1185 

.0785 

4.1448 

" 

1.256 

174.153 

1,600 

1185 

1200 

.250 

13.200 

tt 

3.750 

177.903 

1,500 

1200 

1217 

.200 

10.560 

Descent 

3.400 

174.503 

1,700 

1217 

1233 

.400 

21.120 

" 

6.400 

168.103 

1,600 

1233 

1252 

.300 

15.840 

" 

5.700 

162.403 

1,900 

1252 

1257 

.200 

10.560 

Ascent 

1.000 

163.403 

500 

1257 

1262 

~ 

" 

- 

163.403 

500 

23.617 
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Table  of  Grades  from  Meredosia  to  Sangamon  river — Continued. 


Stations 
from         to 

Grade  per 
100  feet. 

Grade  per 
mile. 

Total. 

Total  height 
above   the 
Illinois  riv. 

Length 
of  plane. 

Lengtfc 
of  divi- 
sion. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Miles. 

0 

2 

_ 

_ 

Level 

_ 

163.403 

200 

o 

38 

.50 

26.400 

Ascent 

18.00 

181.403 

3,600 

38 

69 

.625 

32.900 

Descent 

19.375 

162.028 

3,100 

69 

73 

_ 

_ 

Level 

_ 

162.028 

400 

73 

102.5 

.625 

32.900 

Ascent 

18.439 

180.467 

2,950 

102.5 

135 

_ 

_ 

Level 

- 

180.467 

3,250 

135 

164 

.625 

32.900 

Ascent 

18.125 

198.592 

2,900 

164 

178 

.400 

21.120 

t* 

5.600 

204.192 

1,400 

178 

200 

_- 

_ 

Level 

_ 

204.192 

2,200 

200 

209 

.320 

16.890 

Descent 

2.880 

201.312 

900 

209 

246 

.330 

20.064 

Ascent 

14.060 

215.372 

3,700 

246 

256 

_ 

_ 

Level 

_ 

215.372 

1,000 

256 

276 

.400 

21.120 

Ascent 

8.000 

223.372 

2,000 

276 

305 

.700 

36.960 

Descent 

20.300 

203.072 

2,900 

305 

308 

_ 

_ 

Level 

_ 

203.072 

300 

308 

330 

.140 

7.392 

Ascent 

3.080 

206.152 

2,200 

330 

340 

.200 

10.560 

<■<■ 

2.000 

208.152 

1,000 

340 

353 

_ 

_ 

Level 

_ 

208.152 

1,300 

353 

370 

.650 

34.320 

Ascent 

11.050 

219.202 

1,700 

370 

430 

.150 

7.920 

" 

9.000 

228.202 

6,000 

430 

441 

.300 

15.840 

Descent 

3.300 

224.902 

1,100 

441 

451 

.160 

8.448 

Ascent 

1.600 

226.502 

1,000 

451 

463.5 

700 

36.960 

Descent 

8.750 

217.752 

1,250 

463.5 

466 

_ 

_ 

Level 

_ 

217.752 

250 

466 

490 

.700 

36.960 

Ascent 

16.800 

234.552 

2,400 

490 

520 

_ 

_ 

Level 

_ 

234.552 

3,000 

520 

535 

.400 

21.120 

Descent 

6.000 

228.552 

1,500 

535 

540 

_ 

_ 

Level 

_ 

223.552 

500 

540 

560 

.500 

26.400 

Ascent 

10.000 

238.552 

2,000 

560 

622 

_ 

_ 

Level 

_ 

238.552 

6,200 

622 

642 

.350 

18.480 

Descent 

7.000 

231.552 

2,000 

642 

676 

_ 

_ 

Level 

_ 

231.552 

3,400 

676 

689 

.600 

31.680 

Descent 

7.800 

223.752 

1,300 

689 

699 

_ 

_ 

Level 

_ 

223.752 

1,000 

699 

'711 

.600 

31.680 

Ascent 

7.200 

230.952 

1,200 

711 

780 

_ 

_ 

Level 

_ 

230.952 

6.900 

780 

807 

.100 

5.280 

Ascent 

2.700 

233.652 

2;700 

807 

827 

.300 

15.840 

Descent 

6.000 

227.652 

2,000 

827 

858 

.300 

10.560 

Ascent 

6.200 

233.852 

3,100 

858 

930 

.180 

9.504 

Descent 

12.960 

220.892 

7,200 

930 

1210 

.059 

3.115 

u 

16.429 

204.316 

27,847 

1210 

1260 

.300 

15.840 

u 

15.000 

189.316 

5,000 

1260 

1295 

.225 

11.880 

Ascent 

8.875 

197.191 

3,500 

1295 

1316 

.218 

11.510 

" 

4.578 

192.613 

2,100 

1316 

1346 

_ 

_ 

Level 

_ 

192.613 

3,000 

1346 

1367 

.250 

13.200 

Descent 

5.250 

187.363 

2,100 

1367 

1386 

.300 

15.840 

« 

5.700 

181.663 

1.900 

1386 

1406 

_ 

_ 

Level 

_ 

181.663 

2;ooo 

1406 

1456 

.040 

2.112 

Ascent 

2.000 

183.663 

500 

1456 

1486 

.076 

4.012 

Descent 

2.280 

181.383 

3,000 

1486 

1506 

.214 

11.299 

Ascent 

4.280 

185.663 

2,000 

NORTHERN   CROSS   RAILROAD. 

second  division — Continued. 

Table  of  Grades  from  Meredosia  to  Sangamon  river — Continued. 


Stations 
from         to 

Grade  per 
100  feet 

Grade  per 
mile. 

Total. 

Total  height 
above    the 
Illinois  riv. 

Length 
of  plane. 

Lengt 
of  divi 
sion. 

Feet. 

Feel. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Miles. 

1506 

1521 

.226 

11.933 

Descent 

[3.390 

182.273 

1,500 

1521 

1550.5 

.400 

21.120 

» 

11.800 

170.473 

2,950 

1550.5 

1576 

.360 

19.008 

Ascent 

9.180 

179.653 

2,550 

1576 

1590 

.040 

2.112 

Descent 

.560 

179.093 

1,400 

1590 

1616 

.240 

12.672 

Ascent 

6.240 

185.333 

2,600 

1616 

1661 

.240 

12.672 

Descent 

10.800 

174.533 

4,500 

1661 

1676 

_ 

_ 

Level 

_ 

174.533 

1,500 

1676 

1709 

.080 

4.224 

Ascent 

2.640 

177.173 

3,300 

1709 

1726 

.250 

13.200 

Descent 

4.250 

172.923 

1,700 

1726 

1749 

.200 

10.560 

« 

4.600 

168.323 

2,400 

1749 

1773 

.238 

12.566 

Ascent 

5.712 

174.035 

2,400 

1773 

1775 

.043 

2.270 

.086 

174.121 

200 

33.127 

THIRD    DIVISION. 


1775 

1776 

1776 

1791 

1791 

1800 

1800 

1828 

1828 

1848 

1848 

1868 

1868 

1888 

1888 

1898 

1898 

1927 

1927 

1949 

1949 

1984 

1984 

2011 

2011 

2088 

2088 

2111 

Bott 

am  of  S 

.043 
.323 
.238 

.300 
.150 
.070 
.150 
.350 
.260 
.046 
.165 
.755 
.152 
ramon  river 


Total  to  Sangamon  river 


2.270 

Ascent 

17.054 

u 

12.566 

« 

_ 

Level 

15.840 

Descent 

7.920 

" 

3.696 

" 

7.920 

" 

18.482 

" 

13.723 

Ascent 

24.28 

u 

8.712 

Descent 

39.864 

u 

8.025 

Ascent 

- 

- 

.043 
4.845 
2.142 

6.000 
3.000 
1.400 
1.500 

10.150 
5.720 
1.610 
4.455 

58.135 
3.496 


174.164 

100 

179.009 

1,500  ! 

181.151 

900 

181.151 

2,800 

175.151 

2,000 

172.151 

2,000 

170.751 

2,000 

169.251 

1,000 

159.101 

2,900 

164.821 

2,200 

166.431 

3,500 

161.976 

2,700 

103.841 

7,700 

107.337 

2,300 

85.753 

- 

- 

- 

6.363 
63.107 
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Copy  of  a  report  from  Mr.  Parker. 

Western  Division,  Northern  Gross  Railroad, 

Illinois,  August  11,  1838. 

To  Murray  McConnel,  Esq. 

Commissioner  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  12th  section  of  the  Internal  Improve- 
ment law,  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to  you,  and  to  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  the  following  report. 

In  a  communication  from  you,  dated  11th  June  last,  informing  me 
that  the  three  miles  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  running  west  from 
the  Illinois  river,  were  ordered  to  be  put  under  contract,  I  was  instructed 
to  locate  the  same  and  prepare  it  for  contractors  by  the  13th  of  the 
present  month. 

The  reconnoissance  of  the  country  last  fall  being  more  general  in  its 
character,  and  indefinite  as  to  the  most  feasible  route  for  the  location, 
1  deemed  it  highly  important  to  enter  upon  a  re-examination  of  the  coun- 
try at  the  points  in  the  route  presenting  the  most  serious  obstacles.  Ac- 
cordingly, an  engineering  corps  was  organized,  and  placed  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Egbert  Dewey,  assistant  engineer,  who  proceeded,  with 
instructions,  to  the  place  designated  for  the  commencement  of  our  field 
operations. 

The  principal  difficulties  to  be  overcome  were  either  by  ascending 
from  the  bottom  to  the  table  lands  above,  through  short  and  abrupt  ra- 
vines, and  consequently  by  adopting  steep  grades,  or  traversing  the 
valley  of  a  winding  stream,  with  lower  grades  and  short  radii  of  curvi- 
ture.  After  patient  investigation  of  this  matter,  and  expeditious  exper- 
iment, dictated  by  a  desire  to  consult  the  "most  rigid  economy"  in  a 
close  comparison  of  the  cost  of  construction,  as  well  as  the  vertical  and 
horizontal  direction  of  the  different  trial  lines,  I  was  enabled  to  decide 
to  m)>  entire  satisfaction  upon  the  one  combining  the  most  desirable 
advantages.  I  am  also  satisfied,  after  comparing  opinions  with  those 
who  had  more  immediately  the  direction  of  the  original  examination, 
that  theirs  agree  with  mine  in  every  important  particular  relating  to 
the  location. 

A  report  having  been  submitted  by  Mr.  H.  P.  Woodworth,  including 
the  western  division  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  it  was  my  province, 
here,  to  make  reference  to  that  report  for  a  description  of  the  original 
surveys,  and  proceed  to  consider' the  more  recent  explanations  and 
amendments. 

First.  As  one  of  the  prominent  objections  to  the  route  first  examined 
was  between  the  town  of  Versailles  and  Mount  Sterling,  about  two 
miles  from  the  former  place,  the  review  was  commenced  near  Versailles 
and  run  in  a  northwesterly  direction,  varying  in  all  places  when  it  was 
thought  advisable,  in  order  to  make  any  easy  graduation  with  less  ex- 
pense. Along  this  line,  the  country,  for  a  short  distance  is  considerably 
undulating,  presenting,  perhaps,  more  prominent  features  than  any  other 
section  on  this  route;  but  on  entering  into  a  geological  examination  of 
it,  there  were  found  no  material  objections,  it  being  formed  of  a 
loose  earth  and  easily  removed. 


Second.  A  line  was  run  from  the  northern  or  Camp  creek  route, 
commencing  at  a  point  near  the  mill  of  Cornelius  Vandeventer,  esq. 
ascending  the  bluff  through  a  small  ravine,  and  intersecting  the  first 
named  or  central  line  one  mile  northwest  of  Versailles.  This  was  found 
much  too  steep  and  v\inding  to  admit  of  the  location  for  a  useful  line  of 
road. 

Third.  A  route  was  examined  diverging  from  the  Camp  creek  line, 
about  four  miles  further  north,  up  said  creek,  and  intersecting  the  central 
line  on  the  ridge  two  and  a  half  miles  northwest  of  Versailles;  this 
line  was  also  found  objectionable  on  account  of  its  windings,  linear  ex- 
tent, and  abrupt  gradients. 

Many  other  lines  were  carefully  and  instrumentally  examined,  which 
presented  insurmountable  difficulties;  and  at  length  a  re-examination 
was  instituted  along  the  original  survey  of  Camp  creek,  with  a  view,  if 
possible,  of  cuting  the  points  of  the  hills,  and  thereby  diminishing  the 
resistance  which  would  be  caused  by  the  abruptness  of  the  curves.  This, 
however,  was  attended  with  but  little  success,  as  the  line  was  frequently 
interrupted  by  bold  and  rocky  prominences  in  the  windings  of  the  valley, 
and   by  constant  changes  of  direction. 

Independent  of  the  objections  offered  to  this  line  on  account  of  its 
serpentine  course,  it  was  found  two  and  three-fourth  miles  farther  in 
its  linear  extent  than  any  other  line  examined  It  was  also  found  subject 
to  inundation  at  high  stages  of  water,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  to 
raise  an  embankment  on  the  creek  bottom  for  nearly  the  whole  extent 
of  the  route,  and  (where  it  would  not  exceed  the  expense  of  making  new 
channels  for  the  stream)  it  would  require  many  small  bridges  or  exten- 
sive culverts. 

Bearing  in  mind  some  of  the  main  objects  of  the  proposed  work,  I 
deemed  it  my  duty,  so  far  as  practicable,  to  make  a  choice  for  the  location 
of  the  road  which  would  be  the  most  economical  in  its  construction  and 
embrace  the  advantages  of  speedy  conveyance,  the  accommodation  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  the  general  development  of  the  resources  of  the 
country  along  the  route:  also,  taking  into  consideration  its  prospective 
usefulness,  it  was  my  wish  to  determine  upon  a  route,  the  graduation  of 
which  could  be  arranged  with  a  view  to  accommodate  an  increase  of 
trade  and  an  easy  transportation.  Accordingly,  a  line  was  commenced 
on  the  bank,  at  a  point  opposite  the  termination  of  the  road  on  the  east- 
ern side  of  the  Illinois  river,  and  run  across  the  river  bottom, 
north,  about  62Q  west,  to  the  mouth  of  a  ravine  near  Mr.  Henry  Ham- 
baugh's  residence;  thence  up  this  ravine  to  Versailles,  situated  on  the 
south  half  of  section  seventeen,  in  township  two  south,  and  in  range  two 
west;  making  an  extent  of  line  from  the  river  bank  to  Versailles  of  6.50 
miles.  From  this  place  the  line  passes  in  a  northwesterly  direction  over 
some  of  the  breaks  or  undulations,  first  above  noticed,  at  the  heads  of  the 
small  streams  running  into  Camp  creek  on  the  northeast,  and 
M'Kee's  creek  on  the  southwest,  for  about  two  miles;  thence,  by  passing 
along  on  the  ridge  dividing  the  waters  of  tiie  above  mentioned  streams, 
with  easy  grades  and  slight  curves,  it  reaches  Mt.  Sterling,  pleasantly 
situated  on  an  eminence  in  the  prairie,  15.89  miles  from  the  Illinois 
river,  on  the  northeast  quarter  of  section   seventeen,  in   township   one 


south  of  the  base  line,  and  in  range  three   west  of  the  fourth  principal 
meridian. 

In  making  a  selection  for  this  division  of  the  road,  I  am  fully  convinced, 
by  various  researches  and  personal  obervation,  that  a  more  direct  and 
more  eligible  route  could  not  have  been  chosen  between  the  two  points. 

As  to  the  general  features  of  the  country  along  this  line,  there  is  noth- 
ing peculiarly  striking  in  its  topography,  or  remarkably  interesting  in 
its  geological  formation.  The  undulating  timber  lands  on  the  river 
bluffs,  the  extended  bottom  and  prairie  lands  on  the  margin  of  the  Illi- 
nois and  in  the  interior,  and  its  peculiar  adaptation  to  agriculture, 
together  with  the  good  quality  and  great  quantity  of  material,  such  as 
rock  and  timber,  situated  immediately  on  the  route,  were  important  con- 
siderations in  making  a  selection,  and  are  valuable  inducements  for  the 
future  progress  of  this  line  of  the  public  improvement. 

The  climate  is  healthful;  the  inhabitants  are  already  numerous  and 
increasing.  A  desire  for  improvement  seems  to  be  awakened  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  work,  and  new  signs  of  enterprise  are  daily  visible 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  in  the  abundant  increase  of  agricultural 
products. 

The  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  road  are  estimated  at  great  value;  not- 
withstanding which,  I  can  cheerfully  acknowledge  the  liberality  of  the 
inhabitants  in  throwing  open  their  fields,  and  relinquishing  to  the  State, 
free  of  cost,  a  sufficient  quantity  for  the  construction  and  future  use  of 
the  road. 

The  inhabitants  of  Mt.  Sterling  and  Versailles,  flourishing  villages  in 
the  interior,  affording  to  the  adjacent  population  their  necessary  supplies 
of  merchandize,  anticipated  the  extension  of  this  railroad  as  forming  a 
connecting  link  between  the  Mississippi  and  Illinois  rivers;  and  that  its 
intersection  with  other  portions  of  the  public  works  would  greatly  faci 
litate  the  interchange  of  commodities  and  the  communication  by  travel- 
ling. It  was  ascertained  by  observations  at  the  bluff,  and  on  the  river 
bank  by  marks  on  the  trees  and  otherwise,  that  the  water  from  the  Illi- 
nois river,  at  its  highest  stage,  inundated  the  bottom  to  a  considerable 
depth,  and  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  raise  the  road-bed  to  the  aver- 
age height  of  about  seven  feet  across  the  bottom.  After  estimating  va- 
rious plans  for  the  substructure  of  this  part  of  the  road,  it  was  thought 
best  and  cheapest  to  throw  up  an  embankment,  above  high  water  mark, 
with  broad  slopes  and  a  sufficient  number  of  sluices  bound  by  protection 
walls.  This,  well  lined  with  brush,  confined  by  the  earth-work,  will  pro- 
tect the  embankment  from  washing,  and  give  vegetation  a  chance  to 
take  root,  which  wil!  soon  form  a  protection  to  the  slopes.  In  cross- 
ing the  bottom  at  right  angles  with  the  line  of  the  river  bank,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  adopt  a  level  grade,  in  order  to  preserve  uniformity  of 
road-bed  above  the  water  level. 

This  line  from  the  river  bank,  being  horizontally  and  vertically  of  one 
direction,  will  form  a  beautiful  as  well  as  useful  portion  of  the  road, 
and  when  completed  as  it  is  contemplated,  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  will  be 
as  durable  as  any  portion  of  the  work.  As  the  resistance  in  the  transit 
of  the  line  through  che  river  bluffs  will  be  the  greatest  in  this  division, 
and  indeed  will  require  the  extent  of  the  power  necessary  between 
Quincy  and  the  Illinois   river,  it  is  well  to  remark  that  the  maximum 
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grade  will  be  70  feet  to  the  mile,  the  minimum  radius  of  curvitures,  1,142 
ieet. 

The  present  graduation  of  this  work,  from  the  bluffs  to  Mt.  Sterling, 
was  surveyed  in  great  haste,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  may  be  much 
improved.  The  operations  of  the  field  have  been  hurried,  in  order  to 
perform  its  duties  or  make  the  necessary  examinations  before  the  time 
appointed  for  the  letting  to  contractors;  and  it  gives  me  much  pleasure 
publicly  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fidelity  and  industry  with  which  the 
duties  of  the  field  have  been  discharged. 

An  exhibit  of  quantities  and  the  cost  of  construction,  together  with  a 
table  of  grades  and  curves  upon  the  whole  line,  are  hereto  annexed; 
also,  detailed  drawings  of  the  formation  of  the  road-bed,  masonry,  &c, 
with  written  specifications,  in  which  the  same  are  to  be  executed,  ac- 
companying the  maps  herewith  returned.  All  are  most  respectfully 
submitted  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

AMASA  R.  PARKER,  Resident  Engineer. 


An  exhibit  of  the  cost  of  grading  so  much  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad 
as  lies  between  the  Illinois  river  and  Mt.  Sterling,  in  Schuyler  coun- 
ty, it  being  divided  into  fifteen  sections,  as  follows: 

Section  No.  50,  63,755  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  18cts  $1 1,475  90 

41),  81,835  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  17  cts  13,911   95 

48,  52,293  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  18  cts  9,4 1 2  74 

Grubbing  and  clearing  on  river  bank        -                     -  150  00 


Total  -  -  .  34,950  50 


August  15,  1838.     The   contract   price  for  the  above  three  sections 
will  exceed  $40,000. 

Section   M.  47— 5,300  feet. 

3  6,560  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  15  cents  -  $2,484  00 

1,652  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  14   cents  -  231  28 

83  cubic  yards  masonry  in  culverts,  at  $4  50  -  373  50 

Grubbing  and  clearing           -  250  00 

Total            -                #  -                    -    .  .  3,338  78 

Section  No.  46— 4,7 '00  feet. 

46,695  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  15  cents  -  $7,004  25 

1,722  cubic  yards  excavation,  at   14  cents  -  241   08 

151  cubic  yards  masonry  in  culverts,  at  $4  00  -  604  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing            -                     -  .  250  00 

Total             ....  8  099  33 


41 

Section  No.  45— 6,100  feet. 

37,' 92  cubic  yards  embankment,  at   15  cents  -  $5,608  80 

76,125  cubic  yards  excavation,  at   14  cents  -  10,(J57  50 

171  cubic  yards  masonry  in  culverts,  at  $3  50  -  598  50 

Grubbing  and  clearing            -                      -  -  200  00 

Total  - 

Section  JVo.  44— 5,400  feet. 

30,031   cubic  yards  embankment,  at  15  cents 
23,158  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  13  cents 

232  cubic  yards  masonry  in  culverts,  at  $3  50     - 
Grubbing  and  clearing 

Total  .... 

Section  No.  43—4,900  feet. 

49,173  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  15  cents 
42,848  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  14  cents 

190  cubic  yards  masonry  in  culverts,  at  $4  00 
Grubbing  and  clearing 

Total  .... 

Section    No.  42—4,700  feel. 

19,876  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  14  cents 
21.13S  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  14  cents 

75'  cubic  yards  masonry  in  stone  drains,  $4  00 
Grubbing  and  clearing  - 

Total  .... 

Section  No.  41—6,000  feet. 

12,066  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  15  cents 
2S9  cubic  yards  excavation,  at   14  cents 
39  cubic  yards  masonry  in  stone  drains,  at  $4  50 
Grubbing  and  clearing  - 


Total 


Section  No.  40— 5,000  feet. 


8,602  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  16  cents 
5l3  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  14  cents 
14  cubic  yards  masonry  in  s!one  drains,  at  $4  50 
Grubbing  and  clearing  ... 

Total 


17.0(54  80 

$4,504  65 

3,010  54 

812  00 

250  00 

8,577  19 

$7,375  95 

5,998  72 

760  00 

150  00 

14,284  67 

$2,782  64 

2,959  32 

175  50 

150  00 

6,191  96 

$1,800  90 

40  46 

175  50 

250  00 

2,266  86 

$1,376  32 

71  82 

63  00 

250  00 

1,761  14 

42 
Section  No.  39—5,600  feet. 

8,604  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  15  cents             -  $1,290  60 

681   cubic  yards  excavation,  at  15   cents                  -  102    15 

44  cubic  yards  masonry  in  stone  drains,  at  $4  50  198  00 

Grubbing  and"  clearing           -                     -                    -  300  00 

Total  ..-- 

Section  No.   38— 5,200  feet. 

5,726  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  16   cents 
5,567  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  14  cents 

14  cubic  yards  masonry  in  stone  drains,  at  $4  50 
Grubbing  and  clearing 

Total  .... 

Section  No.  37—5,200  feet. 

5,751  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  15  cents 
2,582  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  14    cents 

47  cubic  yards  masonry  in  stone  drains,  at  $4  50 
Grubbing  and  clearing 

Total  .... 

Section  M.  36— 4,500  feet. 

3,384  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  14  cents 
4,434  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  14  cents 

29  cubic  yards  masonry  in  stone  drains,  at  $4  00 

Total  .... 

Making  the  average  cost  per  mile,   from  Illinois  river  to  Mt.   Sterling, 
$6,472  67;  or  from  the  river  bluffs  to  Mt.  Sterling,  $5,710  20. 


1,890  75 

$436  16 

779  38 

63  00 

250  00 

1,52S  54 

$802  65 
361  48 
211  50 
150  00 

1,585  63 

$473  76 
620  76 
116  00 

1,210  52 

43 


A  Table  of  Grades. 
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1 

Level 

_ 

_ 

16.20 

20,400 

3  4,560 

River  bottom. 

2 

Ascending 

51.82 

52.03 

68.22 

5,300 

4  4,580 
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Copy  of  a  communication  from  the  President    of  the   Jacksonville   and  Naples 
Railroad  Company. 

To  Murray  McConnel,  Esq., 

Commissioner,  fyc. 

Jacksonville,  July  24, 1838. 
Dear  Sir:  Since  the  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  at  Vandalia,  when  they  ordered  a  construction  of  a  lateral  road  to  the 
town  of  Naples  from  the  main  line  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  I  have  learned 
that  the  engineers  in  your  employ  have  surveyed  several  lines  passing  in  different 
directions  from  said  main  line  to  the  town  of  Naples  and  Columbus;  from  which 
I  infer  that  said  engineers  are  seeking  for  the  shortest  and  cheapest  route  from 
any  part  of  said  road  to  the  town  of  Naples,  in  the  same  manner  and  upon  the 
same  principles  that  they  would  do  if  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Com- 
pany did  no  texist,  and  had  not  constructed  a  road,  under  their  chartered  rights, 
for  nearly  four  miles.  Under  present  circumstances,  I  deem  it  my  duty,  ui  be- 
half of  said  Railroad  Company,  to  inform  you  that  there  exists  a  chartered  grant 
from  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  to  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Com- 
pany, to  make  a  railroad  from  the  Illinois  river  at  Naples,  through  Wolf  run,  to 
the  town  of  Jacksonville;  that  said  company  have  expended  nearly  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  in  the  construction  of  a  part  of  said  road.  No  part  of  the  chartered 
rights  of  said  company  has  been  surrendered  to  the  State;  and  by  reference  to 
the  internal  improvement  law  upon  that  subject,  it  is  not  made  your  duty 
to  attempt  to  procure  a  surrender  of  the  charter  of  said  company  to  the 
State,  nor  would  said  company,  in  justice  to  itself,  have  granted  your  request  had 
you  so  attempted.  You  will  see  that,  under  the  circumstances  surrounding  this 
case,  it  becomes  important  that  the  State  should  pursue  a  course  not  inconsistent 
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with  our  rights  and  interests  acquired  from  the  State,  as  well  upon  principles  of 
justice  to  us  as  of  economy  on  its  part.  I  hold  that  the  law  is  well  settled  that 
the  State  cannot  make  a  road  over  our  chartered  route  without  our  consent,  or 
upon  any  principle,  ancient  or  modern,  without,  at  least,  paying  all  damages  that 
may  arise  from  such  an  act.  It  is  equally  true  that  the  State  cannot  construct 
a  road  from  Meredosia  to  Jacksonville,  though  it  should  avoid  the  immediate  route 
named  in  our  charted,  and  thereby  render  our  chartered  rights  of  no  avail, 
without  the  consent  of  the  company,  or  the  payment  of  damages  as  aforesaid. 
All  these  questions  have  been  fully  settled  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  by  other  high  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country. 

1  contend,  in  behalf  of  the  company,  and  we  shall  put  ourselves  in  this  legal  po 
sition,  that,  in  any  event,  whether  a  lateral  branch  be  made  by  the  State  to  Naples 
or  not,  the  State  must  pay  for  our  road  and  all  damages,  or  abandon  making 
a  road  on  this  route  itself. 

The  question  then  presents  itself  to  you  and  your  engineers,  whether  it  would 
be  best  for  the  State  to  pay  for  the  work  we  have  already  done,  and  throw  it 
away,  or,  having  paid  for  it,  to  use  it  for  the  purposes  and  benefit  of  the  State. 
There  is  one  other  fact  which  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  make  known,  and  at  this 
stage  of  the  proceedings,  and  that  is,  that  the  State  is  already  occupying  more 
than  fifteen  miles  of  the  route  expressly  named  in  our  charter,  and  above  seven 
miles  of  the  private  landed  property  of  the  stockholders  of  said  company. 

Having  communicated  these  facts  and  intimated  our  intentions,  and  referred  to 
the  principles  of  law  that  govern  the  matter,  we  leave  the  question  with  you  and 
your  engineers,  not  doubting  that  you  will  see  what  is  the  interest  of  the  State, 
and,  seeing  it,  will  not  fail  to  act  accordingly. 

Now,  we  propose  to  surrender  all  our  rights  as  a  chartered  company,  if  the 
State  will  take  and  complete  our  road,  and  pay  us  for  the  work  done  at  what  it 
is  worth.  In  addition  to  the  general  principles  of  law  that  govern  in  this  case, 
it  is  expressly  provided  in  our  charter  that  the  State  shall  not  take  away  our 
chartered  privileges  without  first- paying  all  costs  and  expenses,  interest,  and 
damages. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  yours,  &c. 

MIRON  LESLIE, 
President  of  the  Naples  and  Jacksonville  Railroad  Company. 


A  statement  and  description  of  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Illinois 
river  below  the  mouth  of  the  Sangamon  river;  and  amount  of  cubic  yards  of 
excavation  in  each  bar,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  river  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Sangamon  river. 

The  first  bar  in  the  Illinois  river,  being  six  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
is  called  Six-mile  bar.  <  When  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  rivers  are  both  low, 
the  water  is  twenty-eight  inches  deep  in  the  channel.  To  cut  a  channel  through 
this  bar  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide,  so  as  to  make  it  contain  four  feet  water 
in  depth  at  its  lowest  stage,  it  will  be  necessary  to  excavate  1,371  cubic  yards  of 
earth  from  the  bottom  of  the  river. 

French  bar  is  twenty-four  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  is  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  wide,  has  twenty-eight  inches  of  water  upon  it  at  the  lowest 
stage;  and  will  require,  to  make  the  proposed  channel  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
wide,  1,371  cubic  yards  excavation. 
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Hurricane  Island  bar  is  thirty  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  is  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred  and  twenty  feet  wide,  and  has  thirty-nine  inches  of  water 
upon  it  at  the  lowest  stage;  and  will  require,  to  make  the  proper  channel  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide  and  four  feet  deep,  7,332  cubic  yards  excavation. 
Apple  Creek  bar  is  forty-two  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  is  three  hun- 
dred feet  wide,  and  has  twenty-seven  inches  of  water  at  the  lowest  stage;  and  will 
require,  to  make  the  proper  channel  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide,  3,333  cubic 
yards  excavation. 

Otweil  bar  is  forty-five  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  is  two  thousand  six 
hundred  and  forty  feet  wide,  and  has  but  two  feet  water  upon  it  at  the  lowest 
stage,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  worst  bars  in  the  river;  and  will  require,  to 
make  the  proper  channel  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide  and  four  feet  deep, 
31,556  cubic  yards  excavation. 

Steward's  Point  bar  is  forty-eight  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  is  four 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide,  and  has  twenty-eight  inches  water  upon  it  at  the 
lowest  stage;  and  will  require,  to  make  the  channel  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
wide  and  four  feet  deep,  3,333  cubic  yards  excavation. 

Grand  Pass  bar  is  forty-nine  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  is  four 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide,  and  has  thirty  inches  water  upon  it  at  the  lowest 
stage;  and  will  require,  to  make  the  channel  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide 
and  four  feet  deep.  3,794  cubic  yards  excavation. 

Cooper's  Island  bar  is  fifly-one  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  is  six 
hundred  feet  wide,  and  has  thirty  inches  water  upon  it  at  the  lowest  stage;  and 
will  require,  to  make  the  channel  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide  and  four  feet 
deep,  6,660  cubic  yards  excavation. 

Bridgeport  bar  is  fifty-two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  mouth,  and  is  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  wide,  has  three  and  a  half  feet  water  upon  it  at  the  lowest  stage; 
and  will  require,  to  make  the  proper  channel  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide  and 
four  feet  deep,  416  cubic  yards  excavation. 

Little  Blue  bar  is  fifty-eight  and  a  half  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river,  is 
sixty  feet  wide,  and  has  thirty  inches  water  upon  it  at  the  lowest  stage;  and  will 
require,  to  make  the  proper  channel  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide  and  four 
feet  deep,  167  cubic  yards  excavation. 

Berington's  bar  is  sixty-two  miles  above  the  mouth  of  ithe  river,  is  three  hun- 
dred feet  wide,  and  has  twenty-four  inches  of  water  upon  it  at  the  lowest  stage; 
and  will  require,  to  make  the  proper  channel  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide  and 
four  feet  deep,  6,668  cube  yards  excavation. 

Big  Blue  bar  is  sixty-three  milles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river,  is  sixty  feet 
wide,  and  has  twenty-four  inches  of  water  upon  it  at  the  lowest  stage;  and 
will  require,  to  make  the  proper  channel  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide  and  four 
feet  deep,  666  cubic  yards    excavation. 

Naples  fiats  are  sixty-eight  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river,  have  about 
thirty  inches  of  water  upon  the  bar  at  the  lowest  stage.  They  extend  two  miles 
in  length,  and  will  require,  to  make  the  proper  channel  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
wide  and  four  feet  deep,  29,333  cubic  yards  excavation. 

McGee's  Creek  bar  is  seventy  miies  above  the  mouth  of  the  river,  is  six  hun- 
dred feet  wide,  and  has  thirty-three  inches  of  water  upon  it  at  the  lowest  stage; 
and  will  require,  to  make  the  proper  channel  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide  and 
four  feet  deep,  1,667  cubic  yards  excavation. 

Meredosia  bar  is  seventy-three  and  a  half  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river,  is 
six  hundred  feet  wide,  and  has  thirty  inches  of  water  upon  it  at  the  lowest  stage; 
and  will  require,  to  make  the  proper  chanel  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide  and 
four  feet  deep,  1,667  cubic  yards  excavation. 
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Moore's  bar  is  eighty  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river,  is  four  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  wide,  and  has  twenty-eight  inches  water  at  the  lowest  stage;  and  will 
require,  to  make  the  channel  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide  and  four  feet  deep, 
5,000  cubic  yards  excavation. 

Beardstown  bar  is  ninety-two  and  a  half  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
and  is  commonly  called  "  Crooked  Creek  bar,"  is  four  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
wide,  and  has  fifteen  inches  of  water  upon  it  at  the  lowest  stage;  and  will  require, 
to  make  the  proper  channel  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide  and  four  feet  deep, 
7,500  cubic  yards  excavation. 

Sugar  Creek  bar  is  one  hundred  and  one  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
is  three  hundred  feet  wide,  and  has  twenty-eight  inches  upon  it  at  tbe  lowest 
stage;  and  will  require,  to  make  the  proper  channel  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
wide  and  four  feet  deep,  6,666  cubic  yards  excavation. 


Total  amount  of  excavation  upon  the  several  bars  from  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois 
river  to  tJie  mouth  of  the  Sangamon  river,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  one 
miles. 

Cubic  y'ds  excava. 

1,371 

1,371 

7,332 

3,333 

31,556 

3,333 

3,794 

6,666 

416 

167 

6,666 

666 

29,333 

1,667 

1,667 

5.000 

7,500 

6,666 


Six-mile  Island  bar 
French  bar 
Hurricane  Island  bar 
Apple  Creek  bar 
Otwell  bat 
Steward's  Point  bar 
Grand  Pass  bar 
Cooper's  Island  bar 
Bridgeport  bar 
Little  Blue  bar 
Berington  bar 
Big  Blue  bar 
Naples  Flats  bar 
McGee's  Creek  bar 
Meredosia  bar 
Moore's  bar 
Beardstown  bar 
Sugar  Creek  bar 

Total  amount  of  cubic  yards  of  excavation  necessary  to  remove 
all  the  bars         - 

118,504  cubic  yards,  at  50  cents  per  yard 
Contingencies,  ten  per  cent 


118,504 


Total  amount 


$59,252  00 
6,825  00 

66,077  00 
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Report    of  A.  R.  Parker,  R.  E. 

Western  Division,  Northern  Cross  Railroad, 

Illinois,  November  30,  1838. 
To  Murray  M'Connel,  Esq., 

Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  instructions  for  me  to  furnish  the  Board 
of  Public  Works  with  a  map  and  profile  of  the  western  division  of  the 
Northern  Cross  railroad,  accompanied  by  a  brief  statement  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  work,  and  the  amount  of  money  expended  in  the  execution 
of  the  same,  the  following  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Those  portions  of  the  improvement  lying  between  Quincy  and  Co- 
lumbus, and  also  upon  the  Illinois  bottom,  have  been  under  successful 
operation  since  they  were  respectively  placed  under  contract;  and  the 
workmanship  of  the  same  evidences,  most  substantially,  the  ability  and 
skill  of  the  contractors.  The  work  has  been  under  the  immediate  direc- 
tion of  the  assistant  engineers,  Mr.  James  Oakey,  at  Quincy,  and  Mr. 
Egbert  Dewey,  at  Versailles,  who  have,  from  time,  received  and  execu- 
ted my  instructions. 

The  whole  amount  of  money  estimated  to  be  paid  to  contractors  du- 
ring the  progress  of  grading  the  Quincy  division,  as  reported  at  this 
date,  is  $ 24,661  46.  Reference  being  made  to  tables  exhibiting,  in 
detail,  the  quantities  and  amount  of  work  to  be  done,  it  is  thought  unne- 
cessary to  embody  them  in  this  report. 

The  Illinois  bottom  being  subjected  annually  to  inundation  by  the 
high  stages  of  water  in  the  river,  and  as  there  is  a  prospect  of  being 
compelled  soon  to  abandon  operations  upon  the  river  bank,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  wet  season,  I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  the  Board 
of  Public  Works  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  ordering  so 
much  of  the  road  to  be  placed  immediately  under  contract  as  will  include 
the  heavy  work  in  the  Illinois  bluffs.  This,  if  awarded  to  the  contrac- 
tors who  are  now  engaged  at  the  river,  would  enable  them  to  retain  their 
present  force  during  the  high  stages  of  water  in  the  winter  and  spring, 

For  a  general  description  of  the  character  of  trfe  work  between  the 
bluffs  and  Mt.  Sterling,  reference  is  made  to  my  former  report  on  the 
location. 

There  being  much  anxiety  and  speculation  in  relation  to  the  cost  of 
the  whole  work  between  the  Illinois  river  and  Quincy,  a  few  words  may 
suffice  to  give  some  desired  information  upon  this  subject.  As  the  cost  has 
been  estimated  and  reported,  and  reference  made  to  these  reports  for 
that  kind  of  information,  I  will  merely  state  that  the  average  cost,  per 
mile,  for  grading  54  miles,  will  probably  not  exceed  $4,300. 

This  line  passing,  as  it  does,  over  a  level  prairie,  for  nearly  thirty 
miles,  can  be  graded  at  a  trifling  expense.  Some  slight  variations  in  the 
horizontal  and  vertical  position  of  the  present  line  may  mueh  diminish 
the  cost  of  grading. 

At  the  close  of  the  report,  above  presented,  it  may  not  be  inappropri- 
ate to  detail  some" of  the  advantages  arising  to  the  country,  and  to  take 
a  single  glance  at  the  position  it  will  occupy  in  the  final  establishment  of 
of  railway  communication. 
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All  classes  of  society  are  measureably  affected  in  establishing  a  means 
of  conveyance  throughout  the  country,  which  is  of  the  kind  so  econom- 
ical in  its  construction,  and  which,  when  once  established,  will  be  so 
easy,  safe,  and  expeditious.  It  is  an  improvement  furnishing  a  facility 
for  the  introduction  of  all  kinds  of  produce  from  distant  sections  of  the 
country,  which  never  before  found  way  to  market  on  account  of  the  dif- 
ficult means  for  the  transportation,  and  for  bringing  immediately  into 
cultivation  the  vast  extent  of  prairie  in  the  vicinity  of  the  road,  which, 
on  account  of  its  remote  situation  and  want  of  proper  communication, 
has  been  long  neglected.  The  inhabitants  settling  in  the  interior  are 
induced  to  retire  to  the  groves  and  forests,  leaving  the  wide  field  of  enter- 
prise unoccupied  and  unimproved.  Therefore,  the  slightest  inducement 
for  the  settlement  of  so  extensive  a  territory,  of  the  richest  soil,  is  enti- 
tled to  consideration. 

The  increase  of  travel,  both  westwardly  and  eastwardly,  within  the 
last  few  years,  has  maintained  a  line  of  coaches  through  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  road,  and  has  greatly  augmented  the  profits  to  the  proprie- 
tors. The  great  delay  of  merchandize,  as  well  as  passengers,  on  account 
of  the  low  stage  of  water  in  the  navigable  streams,  costing  both  time 
and  money,  has  reduced  the  country  to  actual  want;  and  all  due  con- 
sideration should  be  given  to  any  plan  which  proposes  a  remedy  for  a 
tried  grievance.  The  object  here  contemplated  may  be  urged  for  the 
establishment  of  any  portion  of  the  proposed  improvement.  The  facil- 
ity of  moving  with  great  rapidity  from  one  section  to  another,  shows 
how  the  energies  of  a  country  may  be  concentrated.  Distance  may  be 
properly  estimated  by  the  time  required  in  traversing  it;  and  the  time 
spent  by  men  of  business,  in  travelling  from  one  place  to  another,  is  lost, 
because  it  is  turned  to  no  profitable  account.  Thus,  Jacksonville  may 
be  said  to  be  twenty-four  hours  from  Quincy,  or  Quincy  thirty  hours  from 
Springfield;  but  as  twenty  miles  an  hour  have  been  found  attainable, 
(and  indeed  sixty  miles  an  hour  have  already  been  performed  on  a  por- 
tion of  this  road,)  Jacksonville  would  be  only  lour  hours  from  Quincy, 
or  Quincy  six  houis  from  Springfield.  So,  on  a  moderate  calculation, 
what  is  now  considered  wo  long  days1  journey,  (the  time  not  unfrequently 
spent  in  performing  it,)  may  be  converted  into  a  pleasant  mornings'  ex- 
cursion; and  the  citizen  may  perform  a  journey  to  either  of  the  above 
places,  transact  his  business,  and  return  the  same  day,  without  consum- 
ing more  than  one-fourth  the  time  usually  spent  by  the  ordinary  mode  of 
travelling. 

The  importance,  to  a  commercial  town,  of  an  easy,  safe  and  expedi- 
tious mode  of  transit  for  merchandize,  will  be  readily  acknowledged. 

The  minimum  amount  of  goods  sold  in  the  town  of  Quincy,  during  the 
year  ending  30th  November,  1838,  is  §'269,000;  most  of  which  have  been 
transported  from  the  eastern  market,  via  New  Orleans,  or  the  Ohio 
river,  subjected  to  great  delays  and  much  risk.  These,  according  to  the 
statements  of  the  merchants  themselves,  have  not  satisfied  the  demands 
of  the  country.  The  low  stage  of  water,  and  the  delays  incidental  to 
river  navigation,  presented  a  serious  oostacle  to  the  progress  of  trade. 
This  town  affords  many  other  sources  of  trade  and  profit.  The  lumber- 
ing establishments,  which  were  not  extensive  enough  to  supply  the  town 
and  surrounding  country,  average  a  sale  of  $102,000  annually.     These, 
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however,  have  furnished  material  for  the  erection  of  some  extensive 
warehouses,  as  well  as  many  of  the  first  order  of  public  and  private 
dwellings.  There  is  also  an  extensive  flouring  establishment  which 
manufactures  $'60,000  worth  of  flour  annually;  seven  eighths  of  the 
wheat  thus  manufactured  is  transported  from  the  country  by  private 
conveyances.  In  speaking  of  the  mercantile,  mechanical,  and  oiher 
business  transactions  of  this  enterprising  town,  1  believe  I  can  add,  with- 
out exaggeration,  that  Quincy  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  towns  on  the 
banks  of  the  Mississippi;  and,  according  to  the  recent  numerical  esti-' 
mate,  is  unequalled  in  increase  of  population  by  any  other  in  the  State, 
while,  in  beauty  of  location,  it  surpasses  any  other  in  the  west.  The 
surrounding  country,  including  the  ground  upon  which  the  town  stands, 
is  of  an  undulating  surface,  of  the  richest  and  most  productive  soil.  The 
streets  cross  at  right  angles.  In  the  centre  is  a  public  square,  sur- 
rounded by  the  Quincy  house,  the  court  house,  and  many  other  public 
buildings,  exhibiting  some  of  the  best  specimens  of  modern  architecture.. 
This  town  being  at  the  western  termination  of  this  important  thorough- 
fare may,  as  also  for  its  commercial  advantages,  be  considered  one  of 
importance. 

Amongst  the  widely  diffused  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  improve- 
ments at  large,  must  be  enumerated,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  the 
commercial  prosperity  of  the  western  country.  The  energies  of  that 
class  of  people  that  are  sett, ing  upon  her  lands,  rearing  her  country 
villages,  and  taking  a  prominent  stand  in  her  trade  and  manufactures, 
will  be  invigorated;  while  every  article  in  her  agricultural  industry 
will  experience  an  increased  demand,  from  the  cheapness  and  facility 
with  which  it  will  be  intioduced  into  market.  The  inhabitants  at  large 
will  reap  their  share  of  direct  and  immediate  benefit.  The  hidden  re- 
sources of  the  country  will  be  developed.  Coal  having  been  discovered 
nearly  in  the  direct  line  of  the  railroad,  having  no  other  access  to  market 
than  by  private  conveyance,  may  soon  be  afforded  in  great  abundance, 
at  reduced  prices. 

The  public  mind  seems  to  be  emerging  from  embarrassments  in  relation 
to  the  utility  of  the  proposed  work,  and  confidence  maintained,  from  a  more 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  demands  of  the  country.  The  march  of  im- 
provement and  the  tide  of  emigration  are  unceasing,  and  seem  to  be  irre- 
sistible, affording  new  and  increasing  encouragement  for  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  and  canals,  and  for  the  enlargement  of  the  channels  of  nav- 
igation. The  prospects  of  the  country  brighten  as  the  light  of  the 
morning  successfully  unfolds  its  beauty,  and  as  science  and  the  arts,  and 
the  theatre  of  mechanical  invention,  assume  a  place  in  the  great  valley 
of  the  west. 

Nearly  two  centuries  have  elapsed  since  the  first  partial  invention  of 
railroads.  The  plan  first  adopted  was  a  simple  construction  of  wood, 
at  a  trifling  investment  of  capital  and  a  much  less  expenditure  of  scien- 
tific arrangement.  The  plan  was  gradually  improved,  until,  finally,  the 
substitution  of  iron  for  wood  was  found  preferable,  being  both  more  use- 
ful and  economical.  The  form  and  size  of  the  rail,  for  a  long  time,  re- 
mained objectionable,  until  the  edge  rail  was  finally  adopted,  to  answer 
the  design. 
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The  first  successful  application  to  Parliament,  for  the  establishment  of 
a  raijroad  upon  a  more  extensive  scale,  was  rrade  in  the  year  1823.  The 
subscribers  to  this  undertaking  encountered  a  long  and  strenuous  oppo- 
sition. The  land-holders  whose  property  was  affected,  and  the  coal 
proprietors  whose  pecuniary  interests  were  concerned,  repeatedly  placed 
their  injunction  upon  its  passage.  This  road  was  twenty  miles  long,  con- 
sisting of  a  single  track,  with  sidings,  to  admit  cars  to  pass  one  another. 
This  work  afforded  a  large  profit,  and  was  principally  used  in  convey- 
ance of  coal.  Thus,  by  repeated  applications  of  steam  motive  power 
to  railway  carriages,  the  public  mind  became  confirmed  in  the  belief  of 
its  adaptation  to  the  principle  of  conveyance. 

Some  of  the  most  enterprising  men  having  witnessed  the  powers  of  the 
locomotive  engine,  and  conceiving  that  it  might  be  successfully  employ- 
ed on  a  railway  for  commercial  purposes,  took  measures  for  its  estab- 
lishment as  a  means  of  transportation  between  Liverpool  and  Manches- 
ter. A  survey  was  prosecuted,  and  a  guarantee  offered  for  the  estima- 
ted cost  of  the  work.  Public  announcement  was  made  of  theobjects  of 
the  scheme,  and  the  nature  of  the  undertaking;  and  petitions,  the  most 
supplicatory,  were  signed  for  the  sanction  of  the  legislature.  Session  after 
session  was  exhausted  in  scrutinizing  and  discussing  the  merits  of  the 
bill.  Favors  were  asked  and  refused — repeated,  and  rejected.  The  op- 
posers  of  the  measure  appeared  determined,  at  all  hazards,  to  put  down  so 
intolerable  an  innovation  on  "established  modes  and  vested  rights." 
Some,  whose  estates  the  road  crossed,  contended  that  the  sanctity  of  their 
domains  would  be  invaded,  and  the  privacy  of  their  residences  destroy- 
ed, by  thus  bringing  into  their  neighborhood  a  public  highway,  with  all 
the  varied  traffic  of  coals  and  merchandize.  But  in  looking  at  the  im- 
mense trade  which  would  be  created  between  the  two  towns,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  undertaking,  the  proprietors  were  resolved  to  renew  the 
overture.  The  importance  of  the  work  seemed  to  them  self-evident, 
and,  for  tbe  interest  of  the  country,  imperiously  required.  After  four 
years  of  conflict  and  contention,  the  heat  of  parties  exhausted  itself,  and 
the  bill  was  passed.  Doubtless  the  history  of  this  stupendous  work  is 
better  known  by  those  who,  perchance,  may  read  this  article,  than  so 
concise  a  view  can  disclose.  It  is  an  enduring  example  of  human  perse- 
verance, ingenuity,  and  enterprize.  This  work,  costing  as  it  did,  togeth 
er  with  its  appendages,  the  sum  of  £800,000,  for  a  line  of  only  thirty 
one  miles,  might  seem  an  unwarrantable  expenditure;  but  the  immense 
traffic  created  in  consequence  of  its  construction  justifies  the  outlay. 
"If  we  look  for  the  construction  of  one  hundred  railroads  equal  in  extent 
to  the  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  comprising  a  line  of  three  thousand 
miles,  in  various  situations,  and  absorbing  a  capital  of  fifty  or  sixty  mili- 
ions  of  pounds  sterling,  what  a  source  of  occupation  to  the  laboring  com- 
munity; what  a  change  in  the  facility  of  giving  employment  to  capital, 
and  consequently  to  the  value  of  money!" 

Reverting  again  to  our  own  country,  where  industry  "in  its  varied  chan- 
nels of  business  and  enterprise,"  and  where  health  and  prosperity  are  so 
signally  prevalent,  when  contrasted  in  its  natural  resources  with  those 
of  foreign  countries,  we  can  but  hope  for  it  a  future  happy  destiny:  and 
to  the  west  we  not  only  look  as  to  the  great  natural  granary  of  the 
anion,  and   the  establishment  of  internal  communication  of  paramount 


51 

importance,  as  the  means  of  affording  the  facility  of  intercourse  and  con- 
veyance; but  in  a  neglect  of  the  same  as  the  neglect  of  a  bold  and  ju- 
dicious application  of  mechanical  science,  and  the  abandonment  of  her 
career  of  improvement  as  a  rejection  of  the  means  of  aggrandizement, 
which  other  nations  have  successfully  adopted. 

But  the  spirit  of  the  times  and  the  progress  of  events  seem  to  demand 
new  energies  in  all  the  departments  of  business.  We  look  forward  to 
the  approach  of  the  period  when  the  calculations  of  the  merchant,  or 
the  speculation  of  the  political  economist,  shall  be  deemed  more  consis- 
tent with  science,  literature,  and  the  arts — and  all  shall  be  enlisted  to 
cultivate  the  highest  state  of  wealth  and  civilization — the  improvement 
and  well  being  of  the  who'e  community. 


61  73 

2,732  85 

450  00 

148  97 

23,514  67 

3,527  20 

19,987  47 

Statistics  for   the  Quincy   and  Columbus   division   of  the    Northern    Cross 
•Railroad. 
Quantities  for  the  first  six  sections  from  the  Mississippi — 
138,323        cubic  yards  of  earth  removed,  at  144  cents  $20,121   12 

442.34  cubic  yards   excavation  in  culvert  pits  and 
ditches         - 
1,141.268  cubic  yards  of  masonry     - 
Grubbing  and  clearing  - 
Contingencies 

\ 

Deduct  fifteen  per  cent,  discount 
Total  amount  paid  to  Mr.  T.  Kelly,    contractor,   up 
to  the  last  of  November,   1838, 

Statistics  for  sections  Nos.  17  and  18  of  the,  Northern  Cross  Railroad. 

Quantities  for  sections  17  and  18,  near  Columbus — 
18,633         cubic  yards  of  earth  removed,  at  16.6  cents 

per"  yard    -  -  -  $3,100  54 

222.67  cubic  yards  excavation  from  ditches  and  cul- 
verts -  -  -  33  40 

220  cubic  yards  of  mucking        -  ■    -  33  00 

432.06     cubic  yards  of  masonry        -  -  2,335  40 

5,502  34 
Deduct  fifteen  per  cent,  discount  -  -  828  35 

Total  amount  paid   to  the  contractors,   Messrs.  Hend- 

rickson  and  M'Farland,  up  to  the  last  of  Nov.  1838  -  4,673  99 

The  total  amount  of  money  that  will  probably  be  required  for  the  next 

six  months  on  Mr.  Kelly's  contract,  is       -  -  $20,000  00 

On  the  contract  of  Messrs.  M'Farland  and  Hendrickson  7,000  00 

Total  amount  of  money  required  for  the  next  six  months        $27,000  00 

JAMES  OAKEY,  Civil  Engineer. 
Quincy,  Nov.  27,  1838. 
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Report  of  William  Pollock, 


Engineer's  Office, 

Jacksonville,  Nov.  24,  1 838. 
To  James  M.  Bucklin,  Esq., 

Chief  Engineer  of  the  Western  District. 

Sir:  With  a  view  of  fulfilling  your  instructions  of  August,  1837,  in 
relation  to  the  survey  of  the  Pekin  and  Bloomington  branch  of  the  Cen- 
tral railroad,  and  completing  the  preliminary  examinations  and  location 
of  that  portion  of  it  between  Tremont  and  the  latter  place,  (which  had 
been  left  unfinished  last  season,)  I  resumed  field  operations  in  April  last. 
Under  subsequent  instructions,  however,  it  became  necessary,  in  the  first 
place,  to  revise  the  location  between  Pekin  and  Tremont,  for  the  purpose 
of  altering  the  maximum  grade  from  fifty  feet  per  mile,  as  first  introdu- 
ced, to  seventy-five  feet,  as  authorized  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  at 
their  session  in  December,  1837. 

To  effect  this  object,  a  resurvey  was  commenced  at  Pekin  on  the  19th 
of  April,  and  such  changes  made  in  the  lateral  position  of  the  line  as  were 
deemed  necessary,  economical,  and  consistent  with  the  vertical  altera- 
tion— in  all  cases  tending  to  make  the  line  more  direct.  The  most  ma- 
terial alteration  in  the  lateral  position  of  the  line  took  place  in  Tremont; 
not  on  account  of  any  alteration  in  the  vertical  position  of  the  line  in  pur- 
suance of  the  instructions  above  alluded  to — because  the  grade  was  com- 
paratively moderate  in  the  first  instance  at  this  place,  and  there  was  no 
necessity  for  increasing  it;  but,  from  further  examinations  of  the  country 
immediately  east  of  the  town,  it  became  evident  that  the  most  judicious 
location  would  be  effected  by  running  the  line  a  little  obliquely  through 
the  town,  cutting  across  the  southwest  coiner  of  the  public  square,  in- 
stead of  passing  by  the  way  of  Park  street  through  the  centre  of  the 
square,  as  first  located;  thus  securing  a  greater  length  of  straight  line  con- 
tiguous to  the  town,  modifying  the  grade,  passing  over  ground  presenting 
more  uniformity  of  surface,  and,  consequently,  less  expensive.  It  was 
at  first  thought  to  be  objectionable  to  locate  the  road  diagonally  through 
the  town,  on  account  of  cutting  across  lots,  and  thus  giving  the  owners 
of  them  a  plea  for  damages.  But  the  road  on  this  route  will  occupy  the 
lowest  ground  in  the  town — it  will  pass  through  a  ravine  and  approach 
nearer  the  centre  of  the  town  than  before.  The  ground  along  this 
ravine  is  wet,  and  not  considered  very  valuable  at  present,  on  that 
account.  The  making  of  the  road  will  have  the  effect  to  drain  ofT 
the  water,  reclaim  and  add  value  to  the  land;  at  the  same  time  render 
the  town  an  essential  service  in  that  particular.  Moreover,  it  affords 
much  better  satisfaction  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  generally,  than 
the  former  location. 


53 

After  making  some  additional  examinations  between  Tremont  and 
Mackinaw,  the  line  of  location  was  established  without  varying  materially 
from  the  route  spoken  of  in  my  report  of  last  year;  except,  between  the 
crossing  of  the  Mackinaw  river  and  the  town  o:  Mackinaw,  the  line  is  now 
run  more  direct.  Its  greatest  variation  from  a  straight  line  between  the 
two  towns,  is  about  1*  miles  to  the  south,  and  is  the  only  feasible  route 
within  that  distance.  The  country  in  a  direct  line  is  considerably  bro- 
ken by  the  passage  of  Prairie  and  Mud  creeks;  but  the  valley  of  the 
Mackinaw  river  is  the  grand  difficulty.  We  find  there  an  immense 
chasm  about  one  hundred  feet  in  depth,  near  three-fourths  of  aYnile  wide, 
in  the  bottom,  and  the  town  of  Mackinaw  situated  immediately  on  the 
top  of  the  eastern  bluff,  at  the  distance  of  near  a  third  of  a  mile  from  its 
base.  A  direct  line  would  cross  it  nearly  at  right  angles,  and  would  re- 
quire an  immense  embankment  in  order  to  reach  the  level  of  the  town  at 
a  grade  of  75  feet  per  mile.  It  is  important  that  that  level  should  be 
attained,  to  render  it  convenient  for  the  transaction  of  business  on  the 
road  at  that  place,  and  that  the  greatest  benefit  resulting  from  the  road 
might  be  conferred  on  the  town.  It  is  also  important  and  absolutely 
necessary,  in  order  to  continue  the  road  eastwardly,  the  formation  of  the 
country  not  admitting  of  any  modification  of  the  grade  for  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  east  of  the  town.  • 

The  distance  between  Tremont  and  Mackinaw  on  the  line  of  location, 
is  a  small  fraction  over  seven  miles,  and  as  the  obstacles  which  exist  on  a 
straight  line  are  not  entirely  avoided,  the  construction  of  the  road- will 
still  be  found  expensive  on  this  line.  The  western  bluff  of  the  Mackinaw 
is  reached  at  a  distance  of  a  little  over  two  miles  east  of  Tremont;  and 
Prairie  creek,  which  occurs  about  midway,  is  the  only  break  of  conse- 
quence within  that  distance.  It  will  require  an  extent  of  near  one  thou- 
sand feet  of  embankment,  averaging  twelve  feet  in  height. 

In  descending  to  the  valley  of  the  Mackinaw,  the  line  passes  obliquely 
along  the  side  of  the  bluff,  its  favorable  position  at  this  place  being  such 
as  to  admit  of  it  without  varying  the  line  materially  from  the  desired 
direction.  The  bluff  is  much  broken,  and  heavy  excavations  and  em- 
bankments  will  be  the  consequence. 

The  valley  of  the  Mackinaw  on  this  route  is  wide,  owing  to  the 
junction  of  the  valley  of  Mud  creek;  and  the  line  traversing  it 
rather  diagonally  makes  the  distance  between  the  bluffs  near  three 
miles.  The  line  for  this  distance  is  direct,  and  continues  so  to  the  top 
of  the  eastern  bluff,  near  the  western  boundary  of  Mackinaw,  a  distance 
of  near  four  miles.  It  will  be  necessary,  however,  to  introduce  curves  on 
either  side  of  the  river,  in  order  to  cross  at  right  angles,  or  nearly  so, 
instead  of  obliquely,  as  the  line  now  runs. 

The  line  between  the  bluffs  is  divided  into  three  nearly  equal  parts 
by  Mud  creek  and  the  river.  The  bluffs  of  the  former  being  totally  avoi- 
ded, the  passage  of  the  stream  itself  will  not  be  attended  with  any  great 
expense.  A  spur  of  a  ridge  intervenes  and  forms  an  abrupt  bank  imme- 
diately on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  which  will  occasion  some  heavy  ex- 
cavation in  order  to  bring  the  road  to  a  suitable  level  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  bridge  across  the  river.  Between  the  river  and  the  eastern 
bluff,  about  k  mile  in  distance,  the  line  passes  over  a  low  prairie'which  is 
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subject  to  inundation;  consequently,  an  embankment  will  be  required  the 
whole  of  that  distance,  averaging  about  five  feet  in  height,  in  order  to 
make  the  road  secure.  This  is  rather  higher  than  would  seem  to  be 
necessary,  judging  from  the  present  indications  of  high  water;  but  it  must 
be  considered  that  when  this  embankment  is  made,  and  the  water,  instead 
of  flowing  over  the  prairie,  all  turned  into  one  channel,  its  tendency 
will  be  to  rise  something  higher. 

In  approaching  Mackinaw  on  this  route,  it  is  believed  that  the  bluffs 
present  less  difficulty  than  at  any  other  place  that  could  be  selected. 
The  line  reaches  the  foot  of  it  at  the  distance  of  one  mile  from  town,  and 
offers  comparatively  a  long  gradual  slope.  A  heavy  and  extensive  em- 
bankment will  nevertheless  be  required  at  the  base,  though  not  exceeding 
twenty-five  feet  in  height;  and  in  order  to  reach  the  level  of  the  town, 
the  grade  of  seventy-five  feet  per  mile  must  commence  one  thousand  five 
hundred  feet  west  of  the  foot  of  the  bluif.  The  embankment  must  of  course 
be  carried  out  from  the  foot  that  distance.  It  will  also  be  required  to 
be  extended  in  the  opposite  direction  nearly  double  that  distance,  making 
near  three-fourths  of  a  mile  of  heavy  embankment,  and  amounting  to 
near  ninety  thousand  cubic  yards.  At  the  eastern  extremity  of  this  em- 
bankment a  cut  commences,  but  the  quantity  of  excavation  is  small  com- 
pared with  the  embankment;  so  that  the  materials  for  forming  the  latter 
will  have  to  be  procured  chiefly  without  the  limits  of  the  road.  The 
line  passes  angling  through  the  southeast  corner  of  the  town;  that  is, 
the  original  town.  Subsequent  to  the  passage  of  the  Internal  Improve- 
ment law,  the  bounds  of  the  town  have  been  very  liberally  extended. 
The  location  is  arranged  so  as  to  have  six  hundred  feet  of  a  level  in  the 
town  of  Mackinaw,  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  it  convenient  for  the 
transaction  of  business  connected  with  the  road  at  that  place.  The 
space  above  mentioned  is  deemed  sufficient  for  the  purpose  intended; 
yet  a  level  of  more  extended  limits  would  be  desirable  in  passing 
through  a  town;  and  more  especially  when  the  grade  immediately  at 
either  extremity  of  the  level  is  seventy-five  feet  per  mile,  as  in  this  case. 
But  to  extend  this  level  even  one  hundred  feet  more,  would  be  attended 
with  serious  additional  expense  in  the  construction  of  the  road  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  place.  It  would  either  cause  the  heavy  embankment, 
mentioned  as  being  necessary  in  ascending  the  bluff,  to  be  raised  1.42 
foot  higher;  or,  in  continuing  eastvvardly,  to  depress  the  road  more  below 
the  surface  of  the  ground  than  economy  or  utility  would  dictate.  It 
was  found  necessary  to  adhere  to  the  grade  of  seventy-five  feetper  mile 
for  three-fourths  of  a  mile  east  of  Mackinaw,  but  from  thence  to 
Bloomington,  the  grades  are  more  moderate.  In  making  the  exam- 
ination between  ?»lackinaw  and  Bloomington,  three  lines  were  pro- 
jected; the  first  of  which,  in  continuation  from  Mackinaw,  passes  along 
the  summit  of  a  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  that  empty  into  the 
Mackinaw  river  on  the  north  from  those  of  the  same  and  those  of  Sugar 
creek  on  the  south.  This  ridge  was  followed  as  far  as  the  eastern  side 
of  Stout's  grove,  a  distance  of  eight  miles  and  a  half,  where  it  bears  to 
the  north  entirely  out  of  the  desired  direction,  and  leaves  high  undula- 
ting prairie  for  the  remainder  of  the  distance  to  Bloomington,  except 
about  half  a  mile  of  timber  land  in  passing  through  the  northern  skirt  of 
Dry  grove,  which  occurs  about  two  miles  east  of  the  grove  first  mentioned. 
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An  alteration  in  the  direction  of  this  line  was  made  immediately  after 
passing  the  timber  of  Dry  grove,  and  is  the  only  interruption  to  a  straight 
line  between  Stout's  grove  and  a  point  near  Bloomington.  The  first 
eight  and  a  half  miles  of  this  route  is  nearly  the  same  with  the  road  now 
travelled  between  Mackinaw  and  Bloomington;  it  passes  mostly  through 
land  thinly  clothed  with  timber,  except  two  miles  through  Stout's  grove, 
which  is  heavily  timbered.  This  part  of  the  route  presents  a  tolerably 
uniform  surface,  and  would  admit  of  the  construction  of  the  road  at  a 
moderate  expense;  but  the  remainder  of  the  route  to  Bloomington  is  un- 
favorable on  account  of  almost  a  continual  succession  of  heavy  cuts  and 
fills,  and  abrupt  grades.  This  line  is  north  of  a  straight  line  between 
the  two  towns,  and  its  greatest  variation  from  it  is  seven-eights  of  a  mile, 
which  occurs  eight  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Mackinaw.  The  distance 
by  this  line  from  Mackinaw  to  the  court  house  in  Bloomington,  is  20.7 
miles. 

In  continuing  our  examinations,  the  second  line  was  run  direct  from 
Bloomington  to  Mackinaw,  passing  near  the  centre  of  the  Twin  grove, 
which  is  reached  at  the  distance  of  four  miles  and  a  half  west  of  Bloom- 
ington, and  which  is  near  one  mile  and  three  quarters  across  it;  thence 
touching  along  the  southern  border  of  Dry  grove  and  through  the  south 
end  of  Stout's  grove;  thence  to  Mackinaw  through  scattering  timber, 
denominated  barrens,  and  intersecting  the  former  line  a  short  distance 
east  of  the  town.  This  line  passes  through  considerable  of  cultivated 
land  situated  along  the  skirts  of  the  timber,  more  perhaps  than  would  be 
encountered  on  any  other  line  that  could  be  projected  between  the  two 
towns;  and,  if  the  farmers  should  consider  it  a  grievance, tohave  the  road 
pass  through  their  farms,  this  line  would  be  objectionable  in  some  mea- 
sure on  that  account.  The  objections,  however,  that  pertain  to  the  first 
route,  are  not  avoided  on  this;  but  are  found  to  exi-st  to  such  a  degree 
as  to  make  it  necessary  and  important  to  seek  a  more  favorable  route. 
In  the  meantime,  from  observations  extended  further  south,  it  became 
evident  that  a  better  route  lay  in  that  direction,  except  for  the  first  mile 
and  three  quarters  east  of  Mackinaw.  The  ridge  before  described  is  the 
most  judicious  route  for  that  distance,  and  lies  north  of  the  straight  line; 
accordingly,  in  continuing  the  line  of  location  from  Mackinaw,  the  ridge 
was  adopted  for  that  distance;  thence,  leaving  the  ridge  to  the  north,  the 
line  coincides  nearly  with  the  straight  line  for  thedistance  of  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile ;  thence,  deflecting  to  the  right,  it  was  continued  straight 
as  far  as  the  line  between  Tazewell  and  M'Lcan  counties,  a  distance  of 
nearly  three  miles,  reaching  the  prairie  on  Mr.  Lindsey's  farm,  four 
miles  from  Mackinaw,  passing  through  barrens  chiefly  all  the  way,  and 
encountering  rough,  broken  land  between  the  ridge  and  that  place. 
From  Mr.  Lindsey's  to  Bioomington  we  meet  with  no  timber,  except 
very  little  in  passing  the  south  end  of  Twin  grove.  From  the  county 
line  to  a  point  opposite  this  grove  the  line  is  direct,  nine  miles  in  distance; 
a  slight  curve  then  occurs,  and  the  remainder  of  thedistance  to  Bloom- 
ington is  likewise  direct,  making  nearly  five  miles  and  a  half  more. 
From  Mr.  Lindsey's  eastwardly  nine  miles,  the  route  is  very  favorable, 
the  prairie  being  tolerably  level.  The  most  expensive  point  on  this  part 
of  the  route   will  be  the  crossing  of  a    branch  of  Sugar   creek,  which 
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occurs  opposite  Stout's  grove.  It  will  require  abridge  of  twenty-five  feet 
span,  and  an  embankment  of  twelve  hundred  feet  in  length,  averaging 
about  ten  feet  in  height.  The  last  seven  miles  of  the  route  will  not  be 
quite  so  favorable,  on  account  ol  the  prairie  being  broken  and  undulating, 
and  requiring  deep  cutting  and  tilling,  and  also  abrupt  grades  as  high  as 
seventy  feet  per  mile.  The  grades,  however,  could  be  modified  on  this 
part  of  the  route,  by  increasing  the  cutting  and  filling,  and  thus  adding  to 
the  expense.  The  curvature  between  Mackinaw  and  Bloomington  is 
very  trifling,  qs  may  already  be  inferred.  The  first  mile  and  three  quar- 
ters of  the  line  next  Mackinaw  is  chiefly  curved,  having  a  radius  from 
1,910  to  2,'""65  feet.  The  greatest  departuic  of  the  location  line  from  the 
straight  line  occurs  at  a  point  a  little  over  five  miles  west  of  Bloomington. 

The  distance  from  Pekin  to  Tremont  is  9.47  miles;  from  Tremont  to 
Mackinaw,  7.1o  miles;  and  from  Mackinaw  to  Bloomington,  19.92 
miles:  making  the  whole  distance,  by  the  location  line,  36.54  miles,  ter- 
minating at  Washington  street  in  the  western  part  of  the  town.  By  way 
of  the  straight  line,  the  distance  is  19.45  miles  from  Mackinaw  to  Bloom- 
ington, making  a  difference  between  the  two  of  near  half  a  mile  only. 

It  is  possible  that  a  more  suitable  termination  for  this  road  in  Bloom- 
ington will  become  apparent  when  all  the  necessary  information  is  at- 
tained to  determine  on  the  location  of  the  Central  railroad  through  that 
place.  The  elevated  situation  of  Bloomington  and  the  rolling  land  im- 
mediately adjoining,  will  necessarily  render  the  construction  of  both 
roads  expensive  at  that  place;  and,  in  connecting  them,  it  will  require 
the  exercise  of  considerable  skill  to  accommodate  the  one  to  the  other 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  effect  the  most  judicious  location. 

SuitVEY  OF  THE  MACKINAW  AND  FeORIA  BraNCH. 

After  having  completed  the  survey  from  Pekin  to  Bloomington,  and 
in  pursuance  of  instructions,  I  proceeded  to  survey  the  route  between 
Mackinaw  and  Peoria.  Accordingly,  on  the  7th  of  July,  at  the  surface 
of  the  water,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Illinois  river,  opposite  the  foot  of 
Fulton  street  in  Peoria,  we  commenced  a  baseline.  In  extending  it 
eastwardly,  we  reached  the  bluffs  at  Farm  creek,  at  the  distance  of  one 
mile  from  the  river;  thence  up  the  valley  of  said  creek  to  station  103, 
nearly  one  mile  further,  where  we  left  the  valley  of  Farm  creek  to  the 
north  and  continued  up  Epley's  hollow,  it  affording  a  more  favorable  di- 
rection. But  it  was  found  that,  in  order  to  gain  the  table  land  at  a 
grade  of  75  feet  per  mile,  it  would  incur  the  necessity  of  a  cut  at  the 
head  ol  the  hollow  of  forty  feet,  and  continuing  for  a  long  distance.  It 
was  therefore  objectionable  on  that  account,  and  also  on  account  of  the 
abrupt  curvature  which  it  would  impose.  Consequently,  that  route 
was  abandoned,  and  the  line  continued  up  the  valley  of  Farm  creek  as 
far  as  station  305,  at  the  mouth  of  Roberts'1  hollow,  making  51  miles 
from  the  river;  thence  up  said  hollow,  reaching  the  table  land  at  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Roberts,  a  distance  of  near  three  miles  further;  thence 
nearly  direct  to  Mackinaw,   making  the  whole  distance  17.64  miles. 

After  leaving  Mr.  Roberts1,  there  is  no  broken  ground  of  any  conse- 
quence met  with  until  reaching  the  breaks  of  Mud  creek,  which  occur  on 
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the.  14th  mile  from  the  river.  They  present  no  serious  difficulty,  how- 
ever, and  the  route  might  be  called  favorable  for  16  miles;  but  on  the 
remainder  of  the  route  the  bluffs  and  valleys  of  the  Mackinaw  occur, 
and  present  a  very  serious  obstruction — in  my  opinion  insurmountable, 
vsithout  transcending  the  bounds  of  justifiable  expense. 

To  overcome  these  difficulties  at  a  grade  of  75  feet  per  mile,  would 
require  a  cut  on  the  west  side  of  from  twenty  to  fifty-five  feet  deep  for 
the  distance  of  near  half  a  mile,  and  an  embankment  across  the  valley 
of  from  thirty  to  sixty  feet  in  height  and  3,6(00  feet  in  length;  but  to 
avoid  deep  cutting  in  the  town,  and  to  form  a  convenient  connection 
with  the  other  road,  it  would  have  to  be  raised  still  higher.  A  bridge  of 
two  hundred  feet  in  length  would  be  necessary  to  pass  the  water  of  the 
river,  and  the  abutments  at  displace  would  have  to  be  raised  at  least 
seventy-five  feet  above  their  foundation,  which  would  be  attended  with 
enormous  expense. 

The  cost  of  preparing  the  load  on  this  first  part  of  the  route  in  a  sub- 
stantial manner  for  the  reception  of  the  rails,  would  amount  to  205,000 
dollars,  at  the  most  moderate  calculation. 

To  avoid  this  heavy  expense,  a  line  was  projected  direct  from  station 
No.  455,  at  the  head  of  Roberts7  hollow,  to  a  point  in  the  line  from  Tre- 
mont  to  Mackinaw,  intersecting  it  at  the  top  of  the  western  bluff,  2.13 
miles  east  of  Tremont;  making  the  distance  from  the  river  at  Peoria  to 
this  point,  16.08  miles;  to  which  add  the  distance  from  this  point  to 
Mackinaw  (4.81  miles)  and  it  makes  the  whole  distance  20.89  miles — 
3.25  miles  further  than  by  the  first  route.  The  distance  from  the  head 
of  Roberts'  hollow  to  the  intersection  at  the  bluffs  is  7.47  miles,  all 
prairie  except  a  portion  of  the  last  mile,  and  presents  a  favorable  surface. 
The  radius  of  curvature  between  [the  river  and  this  point  will  not  be 
shorter  than  1,432  feet,  and  the  grade,  will  not  exceed  37  feet  per  mile, 
except  in  Roberts'  hollow,  where  from  45  to  70  feet  will  have  to  be  adop- 
ted. These  grades  conform  very  well  to  the  natural  slope  of  the  hol- 
lows, and  the  foundation  of  the  road  will  not  be  expensive.  I  am  aware, 
however,  that  the  Board  of  Public  Works  have  not  authorised  the  grade 
on  this  road  to  exceed  40  feet  per  mile;  but  if  it  is  confined  to  that,  1 
have  only  to  state  that  this  route  is  impracticable,  and  that  no  other 
can  be  found  more  favorable. 

The  Illinois  river  opposite  Peoria  presents  a  wide  surface,  it  being 
more  than  half  a  mile  at  low  water  mark.  In  time  of  freshets,  it  spreads 
to  the  eastern  bluff,  making  the  width  a  little  more  than  a  mile  and  a 
half,  and  inundating  the  intermediate  land  to  the  depth  of  about  sixteen 
feet  next  to  the  river,  its  depth  gradually  decreasing  to  the  foot  of  the 
bluff.  To  raise  the  road  above  high  water  mark  in  this  part  of  the 
route  would  require  an  embankment  one  mile  long;  and  to  have  it  suf- 
ficiently elevated  above  high  water,  it  would  be  necesssary  to  raise  it 
about  eighteen  feet  on  the  flat  next  the  river. 

Materials  for  the  construction  of  this  embankment  would  have  to  be 
taken  chiefly  from  the  bluff;  and  the  heavy  end  of  it  being  next  the 
river  and  the  most  remote  from  the  materials,  its  construction  would  be 
attended  with  much  expense. 

The  mode  of  crossiug  the  river,  however,  which  is  to  be  adopted  must 
be  considered,  and  the  road  adapted  to  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to   be  the 
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most  convenient  and  economical.  Owing  to  the  vast  expense  that  would 
be  incurred  in  erecting  a  bridge  at  this  place,  and  the  inconvenience  that 
the  navigation  of  the  river  would  sustain  from  it,  I  believe  it  is  not  con- 
templated at  present;  therefore,  the  only  mode  of  crossing  will  be  by  means 
of  a  ferry.  In  that  case,  whilst  an  embankment  carried  across  the  low 
ground  to  the  height  above  indicated  might  be  convenient  in  time  of 
high,  it  would  be  very  inconvenient  at  a  low,  stage  of  the  river,  there  be- 
ing a  difference  of  at  least  twenty  feet  between  high  and  low  water, 
which  would  make  it  necessary  to  introduce  an  inclined  plane,  with  sta- 
tionary power,  in  order  to  connect  with  the  river  in  low  water.  But  the 
plan  which  it  is  believed  would  unite  economy  with  convenience  in  the 
best  manner,  is  to  raise  the  embankment  only  about  two  feet  above  the 
natural  surface  of  the  ground,  and  suffer  the  road  to  be  immersed  in  time 
of  high  water,  and  during  that  time  ferry  all  the  way  to  the  bluff. 

In  order  to  conduce  to  this  arrangement,  the  earth  for  the  formation 
of  the  embankment  should  be  all  taken  from  the  upper  side,  and  thus 
form  a  wide  ditch  that  would  admit  of  the  passage  of  the  ferry-boat  dur- 
ing the  partial  immersion  of  the  road.  This  part  of  the  road  will  have 
a  descent  from  the  bluff  to  the  river  of  seventeen  feet  per  mile;  and  it 
will  therefore  be  necessary  to  construct  several  turnouts  between  the 
bluff  and  the  river,  so  as  to  connect  with  the  boat  at  the  various  stages 
of  high  water. 

Rock  abounds  in  the  bluffs  of  the  Illinois  river,  but  on  the  route  of 
neither  of  the  branches  between  the  river  and  Mackinaw,  after  leaving 
the  bluff,  is  there  any  discovered  of  a  suitable  quality  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  necessary  bridges  and  culverts.  The  same  remark  will  als? 
apply  between  Mackinaw  and  Bloomington.  It  will  therefore  be  neces- 
sary to  substitute  some  other  material  in  lieu  thereof.  Brick,  it  is  believ- 
ed, would  supply  its  place  better  than  any  thing  else,  and  be  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  as  durable  for  the  numerous  small  culverts  that  will  be  neces- 
sary. It  will  be  important  that  brick  for  this  purpose  should  be  manu- 
factured in  a  superior  manner  to  those  commonly  in  use;  hard  burning 
in  particular  will  be  an  essential  and  indispensable  requisite.  Good  clay 
for  the  purpose  of  making  brick  can  be  found  almost  anywhere,  and  the 
neighboring  groves  of  timber  along  the  route  would  afford  an  abundance 
of  fuel  for  the  burning  of  them. 

The  prices  charged  at  present  through  this  part  of  the  country,  for 
finding  all  the  materials  and  laying  up  brick  wall,  are  from  eight  to  ten 
dollars  per  thousand.  Eleven  hundred  brick  of  the  common  dimensions, 
laid  in  mortar,  will  make  two  perches  of  25  cubic  feet  each,  which,  at 
the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per  thousand,  would  be  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
per  perch.  The  competition  that  would  be  brought  forfh  by  the  offer 
of  large  contracts  for  furnishing  brick,  would  probably  enable  the  State 
to  procure  them  of  a  suitable  quality  at  about  the  same  price  that  is  now 
paid  for  the  common  article;  but  to  make  a  safe  calculation,  I  shall 
estimate  the  cost  of  the  brick  work,  per  perch,  at  six  dollars. 

The  alteration  of  the  grade  between  Pekin  and  Tremont,  and  the 
work  as  now  contracted  for,  will  reduce  the  exoense  of  grading  that  por- 
tion of  the  road  about  $G0,G00;  making  $40,'297  instead  of  $100,297,  as 
first  estimated;  thus  reducing  the  average  cost  per  mile  to  4,192  dollars 
instead  of  10.457  dollars. 
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An  aproximate  estimate  of  the  cost  of  graduation  between  Tremont 
and  Bloomington,  and  the  branch  to  Peoria,  gives  the  following  result: 

From  Tremont  to  Mackinaw,  88,704  dollars,  making  an  average  cost 
per  mile,  in  round  numbers,  12,406  dollars. 

Between  Mackinaw  and  Bloomington,  the  location  line,  78,157  dol- 
lars, averaging  3,924  dollars  per  mile;  and  the  whole  distance  amount- 
ing to  166,861  dollars,    averaging  6,1 64  dollars  per  mile. 

By  way  of  the  straight  line  between  the  towns  last  mentioned,  the  cost 
amounts  to  121,715  dollars,  and  the  average  per  mile  is  6,253  dollars; 
making  a  difference,  in  favor  of  the  local  ion  line  of  2,329  dollars  per  mile. 
The  northern  line  between  these  two  points  also  bearing  an  unfavora- 
ble comparison  with  the  location  line,  I  consider  it  unnecessary  to  pre- 
sent an  estimate  of  the  cost. 

The  whole  amount  from  Pekin  to  Bloomington  is  207,154  dollars,  and 
the  average  per  mile  5,670  dollars. 

Between  the  river  at  Peoria  and  the  intersection  of  the  line  at*the 
Mackinaw  bluff,  the  cost  of  grading  will  amount  to  31,934  dollars,  and  av- 
erage -$1,986  per  mile.  To  estimate  the  whole  distance  to  Mackinaw, 
the  cost  amounts  to  108,268  dollars,  and  averages  5,183  dollars  per  mile. 

The  superstructure  for  the  road,  exclusive  of  iron,  has  been  contracted 
for,  at  $3,210  per  mile.  I  shall  assume  that  price  as  a  fair  criterion,  and 
estimate  the  cost  of  one  mile  of  the  superstructure  as  follows: 

Superstructure,  exclusive  of  iron  -  -  $>3,2l0     00 

22  tons  of  iron,  at  $70  per  ton  -  -  1,540   00 

Spikes,  plates,  and  nails  -  -  -  250  00 


$5,000  00 
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Pekin  and  Bloomington 

branch 
Peoria  branch 

36.54 
16.08 

$207,154 
31,934 

$189,854 
80,400 

$389,854 
112,334 

$38,985 
11,233 

$428,839 
123,567 

$11,736 
7,684 

Table  of  Grades  from  Pekin  to  Bloomington. 


Aclivity    per 

Declivity  per 

No.  of  grades 

Length  in  foot. 

mile,  in     feet 

mile,  in    feet 

and  decimals. 

and  decimals. 

Pekin 

: 

1 

1,700 

10.56 

- 

2 

4,300 

75.00 

- 

3 

3,200 

22.17 

- 

4 

7,700 

48.57 

~ 

5 

2,000 

75.00 

- 

6 

400 

Level 

- 

7 

2,300 

_ 

19.04 

8 

1,500 

-   , 

Level 

9 

3,100 

75.00 

- 

,              10 

1,500 

Level 

- 

11 

2.000 

36.96 

- 

12 

.300 

Level 

- 

13 

900 

_ 

42.29 

14 

200 

- 

Level 

15 

1,000 

63.36 

- 

16 

1,200 

10.56 

- 

17 

1,700 

5.28 

- 

18 

500 

Level 

- 

19 

5,500 

_ 

75.00 

20 

600 

_ 

31.68 

21 

1,100 

_ 

Level 

22 

1.200 

33.26 

- 

23 

3,590 

Level 

- 

24 

1,100 

26.40 

- 

25 

700 

Level 

- 

26 

2,000 

29.04 

- 

27 

210 

15.855 

- 

28 

1,400 

Level 

- 

29 

1.500 

_ 

75.00 

30 

500 

_ 

Level 

31 

1,000 

75.00 

- 

32 

2,900 

20.064 

- 

33 

500 

Level 

- 

34 

3,000 

_ 

70.224 

35 

3,700 

- 

75.000 

36 

4,300 

- 

Level 

37 

2,400 

52.80 

- 

38 

800 

Level 

- 

39 

2,500 

_ 

31.68 

40 

4,000 

- 

Level 

41 

6,700 

75.000 

- 

42 

600 

Level 

- 

43 

4,000 

75.000 

- 

44 

4,100 

33.264 

- 

45 

500 

Level 

- 

46 

2,000 

_ 

10.56 

47 

100 

_ 

Level 

48 

1,500 

81.120 

- 

49 

400 

Level 

- 

50 

1,800 

- 

21.12 

51 

400 

- 

Level 

52 

1,800 

21.120 

- 

53 

1.600 

Level 

- 

54 

4,800 

■  - 

68.6C0 

55 

400 

- 

Level 

56 

5,000 

29.568 

- 

Height  above 
base,  line  in 
feet  and  dec. 
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Table  of  Grades  from  Peoria  to  Bloomington — Continued. 


Aclivity  per 

Declivity  per 

Height  above 

No. 

of  grades. 

Length  in  feet. 

mile,  in  feet 

mile,  in   feet 

base    line,  in 

and  decimals. 

and  decimals. 

feet  and  doc. 

57 

200 

Level 

Level 

296.72 

58 

1,700 

- 

44.88 

282.27 

59 

200 

- 

Level 

282.27 

60 

1,800 

21.120 

- 

289.47 

61 

300 

Level 

- 

2S9.47' 

62 

1,000 

'            -T 

26.40 

284.47 

63 

200 

- 

Level 

284.47 

64 

1,800 

15.84 

- 

289.87 

65 

200 

Level 

289.87 

66 

1,900 

- 

26.40 

280.37 

67 

2,100 

- 

Level 

280.37 

68 

1,600 

- 

10.56 

277.17 

69 

800 

_ 

Level 

277.17 

70 

3,400 

39.60 

_ 

302.67 

71 

2.100 

Level 

_ 

302.67 

72 

1,900 

2G.40 

- 

312.17 

73 

6,500 

Level 

_ 

312.17 

74 

5,500 

14.784 

296.71 

75 

1,700 

- 

31.68 

2S6.57 

76 

3,000 

- 

Level 

286.57 

77 

4,300 

60.192 

_ 

335.59 

78 

1,000 

Level 

_ 

335.59 

79 

2.600 

- 

72.336 

299.97 

80 

800 

- 

Level 

299.97 

81 

3,700 

61.192 

_ 

342.13 

82 

3,000 

47.520 

_ 

369.13 

83 

1,900 

Level 

- 

369.13 

84 

2,800 

- 

47.5-20 

343.93 

85 

400 

- 

Level 

343.93 

86 

2,800 

47.520 

_ 

369.13 

87 

200 

Level 

_ 

369.13 

88 

3.000 

- 

53.08 

336.13 

89 

2^00 

- 

Level 

336.13 

90 

2.400 

- 

47.520 

314.53 

91 

1,100 

- 

Level 

314.53 

92 

3,700 

50.GS8 

_ 

350.05 

93 

2.500 

26.400 

_ 

362.55 

94 

'200 

Level 

- 

362.55 

The  commencement  of  the  road  at  Pekin  is  35.50  feet  above  low  water 
in  the  Illinois  river. 

Central  Railroad. 


Further  instructions  directed  my  attention  to  the  examination  and  survey 
of  a  route  for  that  portion  of  the  Central  railroad  between  Bloomington  and  the 
Sangamon  river.  In  accordance  therewith,  on  the  9th  of  August,  a  line  was 
commenced  at  the  former  place,  in  Washington  street,  at  the  present  ending  of 
the  location  line  between  Bloomington  and  Pekin,  and  run  in  the  direction  of 
said  street  to  a  point  near  the  southern  boundaries  of  the  town.  From  this 
point  the  true  course  to  Decatur  was  determined,  as  near  as  practicable,  with  a 
view  of  running  a  straight  line  all  the  way  to  that  place,  as  instructed  by  you. 
Accordingly,  it  was  continued  direct  as  far  as  the  edge  of  the  prairie  south  of 
Salt  creek,  except  a  slight  variation  for  a  short  distance  in  passing  the  breaks  of 


the  Kickapoo  creek,  between  ten  and  eleven  miles  from  the  starting  point.  The 
whole  distance  thus  run  is  26.85  miles.  The  first  three  miles  from  Blooming- 
ton  passes  through  a  forest  called  Blooming  grove:  thence  through  a  prairie  for 
nearly  live  miles,  and  we  reach  Eandolph's  grove,  which  is  about  three  miles 
across,  and  through  which  runs  the  Kickapoo  creek:  thence  passing  a  prairie  of 
nearly  three  miles  and  a  half  wide,  the  timber  of  Long  Point  creek  is  reached. 
It  is  near  one  mile  and  a  half  across.  Thence  intervenes  a  prairie  of  nearly  I 
six  miles  wide,  and  we  reach  the  timber  of  Ten-mile  and  Salt  creeks,  the  for-  jl 
mer  a  tributary  of  the  latter.  This  timber  is  near  five  miles  across,  and  extends  | 
to  the  edge  of  the  prairie  before  alluded  to.  The  prairies  described  present  no  | 
difficulty  to  the  construction  of  the  road;  but  in  the  timber  very  serious  obsta-  f 
cles  exist,  the  ground  being  much  broken  by  the  passage  of  those  streams.  In 
Blooming  grove  the  greatest  difficulty  is  the  high  land  which  we  find  there. 
It  is  four  hundred  and  sixty-five  feet  above  the  Illinois  river  at  Pekin,  and  the 
highest  land  between  that  place  and  Decatur.  It  would  require  a  cut  a  little 
over  a  mile  in  length  and  fifty  feet  in  depth  at  its  vertex,  to  bring  the  road  to  a 
grade  of  forty  feet  per  mile.  The  passage  of  the  Kickapoo  would  also  be  expen- 
sive on  this  line;  but  the  most  serious  difficulty  of  all  would  be  the  valley  of  Salt 
creek.  This  route  proving  more  unfavorable  than  was  anticipated,  and  the  cross- 
ing of  Salt  creek  evidently  less  expensive  farther  east,  it  was  deemed  useless  to 
extend  the  straight  line  any  further.  The  remainder  of  the  distance  to  Decatur 
being  chiefly  prairie,  and  no  particular  choice  in  the  ground,  it  was  considered 
the  best  economy  to  continue  a  line  to  Decatur  that  would  correspond  with  the 
most  favorable  route  across  the  valley  of  Salt  creek.  Accordingly  an  offset  of 
half  a  mile  was  made  to  the  east,  to  a  point  in  a  north  and  south  section  line 
which  passes  nearly  through  the  centre  of  Decatur:  thence  following  this  line 
to  that  place,  and  through  Water  street,  to  station  2,317,  near  the  southern  boun- 
dary of  the  town;  making  the  distance  from  the  offset  to  this  point,  17.05  miles, 
and  the  whole  distance  from  Bloomington,  exclusive  of  the  offset,  43.88  miles. 
From  this  point  a  deflection  was  made  to  the  west,  and  a  direct  line  run  to  the 
bluff,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Sangamon  river,  1.09  miles  further,  reaching  the 
river  at  a  point  where  it  approaches  the  nearest  to  Decatur.  The  direction  of 
this  line  was  unfavorable,  and  the  very  broken  ground  over  which  it  passed, 
still  more  so.  The  abrupt  ascent  of  the  bluff  on  the  south  side  was  also  an  ad* 
ditional  objection;  consequently  it  was  abandoned.  The  surface  of  the  country 
between  Decatur  and  the  river  is  extremely  broken  and  difficult. 

In  reconnoitering  the  country  south  of  the  river,  the  valley  of  Ward's  branch, 
which  lies  in  a  favorable  direction,  presented  itself  as  being  the  most  feasible 
route  for  ascending  from  the  valley  of  the  Sangamon  to  the  table  land.  The 
mouth  of  this  valley  is  about  one  mile  and  a  half  above  where  the  river  was  in- 
tersected by  the  first  line.  The  line  then  through  Water  street  was  extended 
from  station  2,317  in  that  direction,  curving  to  the  east  and  passing  the  inter- 
vening hills  and  valleys  in  the  most  favorable  manner,  crossing  the  river  about 
two  hundred  and  eighty  yards  below  Allen's  mill,  and  at  the  distance  of  1.28 
miles  from  Decatur:  thence  continuing  obliquely  across  the  valley  and  reaching 
the  bluff  at  the  distance  of  near  three- fourths  of  a  mile  further,  where  it  comes 
to  a  point  at  the  junction  of  Ward's  branch,  and  where  a  curve  of  eight  hundred 
feet  radius  will  have  to  be  instituted  for  a  short  distance  in  order  to  effect  an  en- 
trance into  the  valley  of  said  branch.  The  whole  distance  from  Bloomington  to 
the  mouth  of  Ward's  branch  is  forty-six  miles.  The  survey  was  not  continued 
further.  This  branch  is  about  five  miles  in  length,  and,  from  its  appearance, 
would  admit  of  moderate  grades  and  curvatures,  excepting  the  latter,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  valley,  already  noticed. 

Two  other  routes  through  the  town  of  Decatur  presented  claims  for  examina- 


tion — one  west  and  the  other  ea"t  of  the  line  through  Water  street;  and  in  dis- 
charge of  our  duty  with  regard  to  them,  two  lines  were  run  through  the  town 
parallel  with  the  first,  commencing  eight  hundred  feet  north  of  the  town  opposite 
station  2,290;  the  one  heing  nine  hundred  feet  west  and  the  other  seven  hun- 
dred east  of  the  first  line.  The  former,  at  the  southern  boundary  of  the  town, 
curves  to  the  east  and  intersects  the  line  twenty-eight  hundred  feet  south  of  the 
town,  and  one  mile  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  feet  from  the  starting  point. 
The  other  was  continued  direct  to  the  first  one,  and  intersects  it  still  farther 
south. 

A  comparison  of  the  expense  of  these  routes  result  in  /.avor  of  the  eastern,  and 
shows  the  route  through  Water  street  to  be  the  most  expensive.  Although  the 
name  might  indicate  the  contrary,  Water  street  is  the  highest  part  of  the  town, 
and  would  require  a  cut  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet  deep  for  nearly  its  whole 
length;  which  would  render  it  inconvenient  to  transe.ct  business  on  the  road  at 
that  place.  That  circumstance  alone  would  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  determin- 
ing in  favor  of  either  of  the  other  routes.  The  line  north  of  the  town  can  be 
adjusted  to  either  without  increasing  the  expense. 

I  expected  to  have  been  able  to  have  extended  this  line  north  to  Bloomington, 
commencing  at  the  offset  before  mentioned,  south  of  Salt  creek,  but  my  party 
chiefly  all  becoming  sick,  1  was  obliged  to  dismiss  them,  and  the  unhealthiness  of 
the  country  at  that  time,  and  the  prevalence  of  disease,  was  such  that  it  was  im- 
possible to  procure  hands.  I  was  therefore  compelled  to  suspend  further  opera- 
tions. Considerable  inconvenience  and  delay  were  experienced  in  the  courseof  the 
season,  having  been  obliged  on  two  occasions  previous  to  dismiss  the  hands  on 
account  of  inability  from  the  same  cause,  and  to  employ,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions, entire  new  sets. 

Further  examinations  will  be  necessary  between  Salt  creek  and  Bloomington, 
before  a  route  for  the  location  of  the  road  can  be  determined  on.  But  I  am  of 
the  opinion  that  the  most  favorable  route  between  the  offset,  south  of  Salt  creek 
and  Randolph's  grove,  would  coincide  nearly,  if  not  quite,  with  the  same  section 
of  line  that  was  traced  between  the  offset  and  Deatur;  thus  making  a  straight  line 
from  the  latter  place  of  about  32.50  miles,  and  passing  on  the  eastern  boundary 
line  of  Clinton,  a  town  situated  about  midway  between  Bloomington  and  Decatur. 
Before  quitting  the  field  we  took  occasion,  although  with  much  inconvenience  for 
the  want  of  hands,  to  run  sections  across  the  valley  of  Salt  creek,  Long  Point, 
and  the  Kickapoo  creeks  upon  this  section  line:  and  although  still  found  expen- 
sive, the  two  first  of  these  crossings  bear  a  favorable  comparison  with  those  on 
the  first  line,  but  the  crossing  of  the  Kickapoo  and  its  branches  through  Ran- 
dolph's grove  were  found  much  more  expensive.  It  is  probable  that  the  better 
route  through  this  grove  will  be  found  somewhere  between  the  two  lines,  which 
are  a  little  more  than  a  mile  and  a  ^quarter  apart.  In  Blooming  grove  the  high 
land  will  be  avoided  in  a  great  measure,  and  the  advantage  of  a  better  route 
gained  by  keeping  from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  east  of  the  present  line. 

The  line  between  Bloomington  and  the  Sangamon  river  will  be  mostly  straight, 
as  has  been  shown,  and  no  curves,  it  is  believed,  will  be  required  under  one  thou- 
sand nine  hundred  and  ten  feet  radii.  The  grades  will  probably  reach  forty  feet 
per  mile  for  about  one-fifth  of  the  distance.  The  groves  through  which  this 
route  passes  will  afford  an  abundance  of  excellent  timber  for  the  bridges  and  su- 
perstructure of  the  road;  and  having  neglected  it  in  its  proper  place,  I  will  here 
remark  that  the  branches  between  Bloomington  and  the  Illinois  river  possess  the 
same  advantage,  being  convenient  to  timber. 

The  same  kind  of  material  that  was  recommended  for  bridge  abut- 
ments and  culverts  on  those  branches,  is  also  considered  the  most  suita- 
ble for  the  same  purpose  on  this  road,  there  being  no  stone  on  the  whole 
route  except  in  the  bluffs  of  4he  Sangamon  river. 
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There,  it  is  probable  that  an  extensive  quarry  of  lime  stone  might  be 
opened  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  crossing  of  the  river,  and  which 
would  afford  convcnientmaterials  for  the  construction  of  the  bridge  abut- 
ments at  that  place,  and  also  the  culverts  in  the  vicinity.  But  it  is  thought 
that  the  superiority  of  stone  over  good  brick  would  not  justify  the  trans- 
portation of  the  former  to  a  distance  that  would  raise  theprice  above  that 
adopted  for  the  latter,  unless  it  be  the  foundations  of  heavy  bridge  abut- 
ments or  coping. 

Between  Bloomington  and  the  bluff  south  of  the  Sangamon  river,  the 
estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  graduations  on  the  present  line  is  exhibi- 
ted in  the  tables  appended  to  this  report. 

From  Bloomington  to  the  prairie  south  of  Salt  creek,  27  miles,  the 
cost  would  amount  to  460,269  dollars,  and  makes  the  average  cost  per 
mile,  1 7,040  dollars.  The  remainder  of  the  distance,  by  way  of  the 
eastern  line  through  Decatur,  (19  miles)  will  cost  75,421  dollars,  and 
averages  §'3,969  per  mile.  The  first  sixteen  miles  of  this  distance  amounts 
to  3  1,0-10  dollars,  and  the  last  three  miles  to44,381  dollars;  the  former 
averaging  ^  1,940  per  mile,  and  the  latter  $14,793. 

The  entire  distance,  (46  miles)  amounts  to  535,690  dollars,  and  avera- 
ges 11,645  dollars  per  mile. 

To  adopt  the  line  through  Water  street,  in  Decatur,  would  add 
14,9 14  dollars  to  the  total  expense,  and  the  line  through  the  western  part 
of  the  town,  7,394  dollars. 

The  valley  of  Salt  creek  is  the  greatcs  obstacle  that  is  met  with  in 
the  whole  route.  By  crossing  it  and  the  valley  of  Long  pointon  the  section 
line  before  described,  there  would  be  a  saving  of  81,554  dollars,  that  is, 
admitting  the  other  parts  of  the  route  to  be  equal.  The  three  miles 
through  Blooming-grove,  on  the  present  line,  amount  to  127,769  dollars; 
but  it  is  confidently  believed  that,  by  running  a  line  further  east,  and  thus 
avoiding  the  deep  cut,  the  expense  per  mile,  on  the  three  miles,  will 
not  exceed  12,0U0  dollars,  and  thereby  reduce  the  cost  91,769  dollars. 
The  expense  on  the  section  line  through  Randolph's  grove  was  found  to 
be  more  than  on  the  line  first  run,  by  26,140  dollars;  but  there  is  no 
doubt  entertained  that  a  route  equally  favorable  as  the  first,  if  not  more 
so,  may  be  found  without  departing  materially  from  the  most  favorable 
direction. 

Now,  counting  the  expense  through  Randolph's  grove  the  same  as  on 
the  first  line,  the  expense  of  the  entire  route,  according  to  the  foregoing 
statements,  would  be  reduced  173,323  dollars;  making  it  362,387  dollars, 
and  averaging  7,877  dollars  per  mile. 

I  regret  exceedingly  that  I  have  not  sufficient  data  to  enable  me  to 
approximate  to  the  actual  co'st  with  more  certainty.  I  feel  confident, 
however,  that  it  will  not  exceed  the  above  estimate,  and  may  be  very 
considerably  lessened. 

At  the  request  of  the  Commissioner,  Mr.  McConnel,  I  made  an  exami- 
nation of  the  country  immediately  west  of  Decatur,  with  a  view  to  as- 
certain the  practicability  of  extending  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  more 
directly  to  Decatur  than  by  intersecting  the  line  of  the  Central  railroad 
four  miles  north  of  the  town,  as  recommended  by  Mr.  Frederick  Hawn, 
the  engineer  who  surveyed  the  route  last  season. 

I  found  the  country  much  broken  for  the  distance  of  nearly  four  miles 
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west.  The  valley  and  breaks  of  Stephen's  creek,  and  those  of  several  of 
its  tributaries,  are  embraced  within  that  distance,  the  first  of  which  pre- 
sents the  most  formidable  difficulty. 

I  assumed  a  point  in  Mr.  Hawn's  line  near  station  897,  at  the  intersec- 
tion of  a  range  and  section  line,  four  miles,  or  at  least  foursections,  west 
of  Water  street  in  Decatur.  From  this  point  an  offset  was  made,  north 
half  a  mile,  which  affords  ah  opportunity  of  passing  the  broken  ground 
immediately  east  to  better  advantage.  From  thence,  the  line  was  con- 
tinued tolerably  direct  to  Decatur,  crossing  Stephen's  creek  at  a  point 
where  it  approaches  nearest  to  the  town,  and  terminating  at  station  2,305 
(a  suitable  point)  in  the  line  for  the  Central  railroad  through  the  eastern 
part  of  Decatur,  making  the  distance  4.13  miles. 

This  line  evidently  passes  near  the  most  favorable  ground  that  is  presen- 
ted within  that  distance,  except  a  portion  next  the  west  end,  which  would 
be  better  adapted  to  the  ground  by  starting  from  a  point  a  fourth  of  a 
mile  from  Mr.  Hawn's  line,  instead  of  half  a  mile.  The  expense  of  the 
line  west  of  this  offset  would  not  be  altered  materially,  cither  way,  by  ad- 
justing it  to  any  line  that  may  be  found  the  most  suitable  from  thence  to 
Decatur. 

The  extension  of  the  line  to  Decatur,  by  this  route,  passes  mostly 
through  timbered  land,  some  of  which  would  be  very  suitable  for  the  use 
of  the  road. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  probable  cost  of  graduation  for  the 
line  above  described. 


Excavation. 

Embankment. 

Masonry. 

a 
*  & 
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'3 

o 
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of cubic 
yards. 

3 
p. 

Total  cost. 
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«5 

-a 

h 

o 

5 
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mile. 

o 
55 

o 
O 

o 

o 

o 

0 

0 

1 
2 

28,535 
17,001 

ct 

18 
17 

$5,136  30 
2,890  17 

22,655 
24,069 

ct 
18 

17 

$4,077  90 
4,091  73 

100 

48 

n 

$600 
288 

$100 
250 

$9,914  20 
7,519  20 

3 

49,394 

:20 

9,878  80 

57,637 

•20 

11,527  40 

1,294 

6 

7,764 

250 

(  29,420  20 

)     *720  00 

4,278  30 

627  21 

4 
feet 
1657 

11,823 
1,017 

18 

13 

2,128  14 
132  21 

10,251 
2,740 

16 
15 

1.640  16 
411  00 

80 
14 

6 
6 

480 

84 

30 

107,770 

$20,165  62 

117,352 

$21,748  19 

1,536 

$9,216 

$630 

$52,479  81 

*Superstructure  for  bridge,  40  lineal  feet,  at  $18  per  foot. 
Total  cost  of  graduation  - 

Total  cost  of  superstructure=$5,495  x  4.13  miles  = 


Add  ten  per  cent,  for  contingencies 


Total  cost  per  mile 
5 


$52,479  8  J 
22,694  35 

75,174  16 
7,517  41 

82,691  57 
1 20,022  17 


Accompanying  this  report  are  the  maps  and  profiles  of  the  different 
routes. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  remark  that  the  gentlemen  by   whom  I  was  as- 
sisted  in  the  execution  of  these  surveys,  especially  Mr.  Charles  Hardin, 
are  entitled   to  much  credit  for   the  ability  and  fidelity  which  they  have 
manifested  m  the  discharge  of  the  respective  duties  assigned  them. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  POLLOCK, 
Senior  Assistant  Engineer,  Western  District. 


MONTHLY  ESTIMATES 


THE  NORTHERN  CROSS  RAILROAD. 
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M0NT1&  Y  ES  T1MA  TES 


Date. 


1837. 
September 

October 
November 
November 
December 

1838. 
January 
January 
January 
February 
February 
February 
March 
March 
March 
April 
April 
April 
May 
May 
May 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 

June,  July 
August 
August 
August 
August 
August 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
October 
October 
October 
October 
October 
October 
Aug.  Sept. 
and  Oct. 


Names  of  contractors,  and  locality  of  work  and 
materials  furnished. 


January,  Dunlap  &-  Co.,  1st  section,  1st  division 
Sumo  .        do,  do. 

Same  do.  do. 

Same  2d  section,  1st  Mauvaisterrc 

Same  do.  do. 


Same 

Same 
Calhoun,  Early  &  Co., 
January,  Dunlap  &.  Co.. 
Calhoun,  Early  &.  Co., 
January,  Dunlap  &  Co., 

Same 

Same 
Calhoun,  Early  &.  Co., 
January.  Dunlap  &  Co., 

Same 
Calhoun,  Early  &.  Co., 
January,  Dunlap  <fc  Co., 

Same 
Calhoun,  Early  ,&  Co., 
January,  Dunlap  &Co., 

Same 

Same 

Same 
Calhoun,  Early  &.  Co., 
January,  Dunlap  &.  Co. 

Same 

Same 

Same 
Calhoun,  Early  &  Co., 
S.  Grubb, 
January &,  Dunlap 

Same 

Same 
Calhoun,  Early  &■  Co., 
S.  Grubb, 
January,  Dunlap  &,Co.. 

Same 

Same 
Calhoun,  Early  &.  Co., 
S.  Gvubb, 

January,  Dunlap  &.  Co- 
Same 

Same 

Same 
Calhoun,  Early  &.  Co., 
S.  Grubb, 

Leslie  &  Collins, 


1st  section,  1st  division 

2d  section,  1st  Mauvaisterre  - 

3d  division       - 

1st  section,  1st  division 

3d  division       - 

2d  section,  Mauvaisterrc 

do.  do. 

2d  section,  1st  division 
3d  division       -'-..- 
2d  section,  1st  division 
2d  section,  1st  Mauvaisterre  - 
3d  division       r      •  _  - 
1st  section,  1st  division 
2d  section,  1st  Mauvaisterre  - 
3d  division      - 
1st  division      - 
•2d  sec.  1st  div.  Mauvaisterre  - 
2d  division       - 
2d  div.  Briar  fork  &  South  fork 
3d  division       -  -  - 

1st  division       -  -  - 

1st  division,  Mauvaisterre 
2d  division       -  -  - 

2d  div.  South  &,  Briar  forks   - 
3d  division       - 
3d  divisiou,  Sangamo  viaduct 
1st  division      - 
1st  division,  Mauvaisterre 
2d  division  -    ' 

3d  division       -  "."•," 

3d  division,  Sangamo  viaduct 
1st  section,  1st  division 
2d  sec.  1st  div.  Mauvaisterrc  - 
2d  division       -, 
3d  division       - 
3d  division,  Sangamo  viaduct 
1st  division  - 

2d  sec.  1st  div.  Mauvaisterre  - 
2d  division       -'-'.- 
2d  division       - 
3d  division       ",''"" 
3d  division,  Sangamo  viaduct 

Naples  branch  Northern  C.R. 
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Date. 

Names  of  contractors,  and  locality  of  work  and 
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materials  furnished. 
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^3  a 
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S 

a 
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Eg 
'St™ 
3 

1837. 
September 

January,  Dunlap  &  Co.,  1st  section,  1st  division 

October 

Same                            do.                    do. 

November 

Same                            do.                    do. 

November 

Same                         2d  section,  1st  Mauvaisterre  - 

December 

1838. 
January 

Same                            do.                    do. 

Same                          1st  section,  1st  division 

12,000 

1,000 

January 
January 

Same                         2d  section,  1st  Mauvaisterre  - 

Calhoun,  Early  &  Co.,     3d  division       ... 

- 

395 

5,948 

February 
February 
February 

January,  Dunlap  &  Co.,  1st  section,  1st  division 

2.000 

. 

14,000 

.  Calhoun,  Early  &,  Co.,     3d  division       - 

'578 

. 

7,140 

January,  Duniap  &  Co.,  2d  section,  Mauvaisterre 

March 

Same                              do.                     do. 

March 

Same                         2d  section,  1st  division 

- 

_ 

9,200 

March 

Calhoun,  Early  &  Co.,     3d  division       - ;      r.- 

April 

Januarv,  Dunlap  &  Co.,  2d  section,  1st  division 

6,068 

3,135 

12,117 

April 
April 

Same                         2d  section,  1st  Mauvaisterre  - 

Calhoun,  Early  &  Co.,     3d  division       - 

May 

January,  Dunlap  &  Co.,  1st  section,  1st  division 

28,900 

. 

May 

Same                          2d  section,  1st  Mauvaisterre  - 

May 

Calhoun,  Early  &  Co.,     3d  division 

- 

_ 

6,723 

June 

January,  Duniap  &.  Co.,  1st  division       ... 

20,000 

15,000 

20,000 

June 

Same                         2d  sec.  1st  div.  Mauvaisterre  - 

June 

Same                         2d  division       - 

. 

. 

6,632 

June 

Same                         2d  div.  Briar  fork  &  South  fork 

June 

Calhoun,  Early  &  Co.,     3d  division       - 

- 

1,100 

7,666 

July 

January,  Dunlap  &  Co..,  1st  division       - 

35,000 

13,000 

30,000 

July 
July 

Same                          1st  division,  Mauvaisterre 

Same                         2d  division       .            .            - 

26,475 

. 

25,752 

July 

Same                          2d  div.  South  &  Briar  forks    - 

July 

Calhoun,  Early  &  Co.,     3d  division 

_ 

186 

2,296 

June,  July 

S.  Grubb,                             3d  division,  Sangamo  viaduct 

August 

January  &  Dunlap            1st  division       - 

18,000 

. 

17,060 

August 

Same                         1st  division,  Mauvaisterre 

August 

Same                         2d  division       .            -            - 

August 

Calhoun,  Early  &.  Co.,     3d  division       ... 

. 

1,367 

August 

S.  Grubb,                             3d  division,  Sansramo  viaduct 

September 

January,  Dunlap  &  Co.,  1st  section,  1st  division 

5,000 

6,200 

- 

September 

Same                         2d  sec.  1st  div.  Mauvaisterre  - 

September 

Same                         2d  division       ... 

September 

Calhoun,  Early  &  Co.,     3d  division       - 

September 

S.  Grubb,                             3d  division,  Sangamo  viaduct 

October 

"January,  Dunlap  &  Co.,  1st  division       -            -            - 

22,500 

. 

28,300 

October 

Same                          2d  sec.  1st  div.  Mauvaisterre  - 

October 

Same                          2d  division       - 

October 

Same                         2d  division       -            -            - 

October 

Calhoun,  Early  &  Co.,     3d  division       -            -            - 

October 

S.  Grubb,                           3d  division,  Sangamo  viaduct 

An?.  Sept. 
4  anil  Oct. 

Leslie  &  Collins,              Naples  branch  Northern  C.  R. 

16,195 

6,124 

23,295 

Cross  Railroad — Continued. 
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STRUCTURE. 


50,000 


$600 


3,312 


-      '  ' 


450 


$3,205 
3,000 


2,250 


2,000 


$570  34 
300  00 


1.50 


1.33 


2.25 


$3,050  00 


4,787  78 


$971 
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Monthly  estimates  of  the  Northern 


FIRST  DIVI 


Names  of  contractors,  and  locality  of  work  and 
materials  furnished. 


January,  Dunlap  &.  Co.,  1st  section,  1st  division 
Same  do.  do. 

Same  do.  do. 

Same  2d  section,  1st  Mauvaisterre  - 

Same  do.  do. 


Same 

Same 
Calhoun,  Early  &  Co., 
January,  Dunlap  &  Co 
Calhoun,  Early  &  Co., 
January,  Dunlap  &  Co 

Same 


Calhoun,  Early  &  Co., 
January,  Dunlap  &,  Co 

Same 
Calhoun,  Early  &  Co., 
January,  Dunlap  &  Co 

Same 
Calhoun,  Early  &  Co., 
January,  Dunlap  &,  Co 

Same 

Same 

Same 
Calhoun,  Early  &  Co., 
January,  Dunlap  &,  Co 

Same 

Same 

Same 
Calhoun,  Early  &  Co., 
S.  Grubb, 
January  &  Dunlap, 

Same 

Same 
Calhoun,  Early  &  Co., 
S.  Grubb, 
January,  Dunlap  &  Co 

Same 

Same 
Calhoun,  Early  &  Co., 
S.  Grubb, 
January,  Dunlap  &.  Co. 

Same 

Same 

Same 
Calhoun,  Early  &,  Co., 
S.  Grubb, 

Leslie  &,  Collins, 


1st  section,  1st  division 

2d  section,  1st  Mauvaisterre  - 

3d  division       - 
,  1st  section,  1st  division 

3d  division       - 
,  2d  section,  Mauvaisterre 
do.  do. 

2d  section,  1st  division 

3d  division       -',-.. 
.,  2d  section,  1st  division 

2d  section,  1st  Mauvaisterre  - 

3d  division       - 
,,  1st  section,  1st  division 

2d  section,  1st  Mauvaisterre  - 

3d  division       -  -         .   - 

,  1st  division       - 

2d  sec.  1st  div.  Manvaisterre  - 

2d  division       - 

2d  div.  Briar  fork  &  South  fork 

3d  division      - 
,  1st  division       -  - 

1st  division  Mauvaisterre 

2d  division       ... 

2d  div.  South  &  Briar  forks  - 

3d  division       ... 

3d  division,  Sangamo  viaduct 

1st  division       - 

1st  division,  Mauvaisterre 

2d  division       - 

3d  division       ... 

3d  division,  Sangamo  viaduct 
,  1st  section,  1st  division 

2d  sec.  1st  div.  Mauvaisterre  - 

2d  division       ... 

3d  division       ... 

3d  division,  Sangamo  viaduct 
,  1st  division       - 

2d  sec.  1st.  div.  Mauvaisterre  - 

2d  division       ... 

2d  division       ... 

3d  division       ... 
3d  division,  Sangamo  viaduct 


Naples  branch  Northern  C.  R. 


$5,996  90 
6,585  70 
2,500  00 
3,700  00 
4,331  40 

4,450  00 
7,712  32 

1,340  00 

980  00 
5,999  07 
3,166  00 

18,869  11 
7,446  57 

35,899  40 
14,874  10 

19,731  00 
2,219  90 


28,639  40 
4,161  90 


6,335  00 
11,474  60 


3,843  00 
11,689  50 


10,510  00 
10,588  60 


15,340  84 


$248,384  31 
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SION. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 
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$5,097  37 

5,597  84 

2,125  00 

3,145  00 

3,681  69 

3,782  50 

6,555  47 

- 

- 

. 

- 

$3,516  88 

15—33 

$2,869  38 

897  80 

- 

- 

. 

- 

1,621  20 

.15—33 

1,256  83 

839  80 

5,609  20 

2,691  10 

- 

- 

. 

- 

4,770  71 

15—30 

3,765  52 

16,038  74 

6,329  41 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4,989  37 

15 

4,240  961 

30,514  49 

12,642  98 

- 

-   . 

. 

. 

6,016  75 

. 

5,113  73 

16,771  35 

1,886  91 

- 

$18,246  34 

15 

$15,509  39 

- 
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15 
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- 

26,949  80 
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2,590  30 

15 

2,201  75 

- 
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3,040  00 
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13,039  82 

$211,402  16 

$118,178  32 

$100,451  57 

$46,642  03 

$39,113  07 
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EXHIBIT  No.  II. 


REPORT    OF    WILLIAM    KINNEY, 

WITH    ACCOMPANYING    DOCUMENTS. 


Vandalia,  December  20,  1838. 
To  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 
The  undersigned,  acting  Commissioner  on  the  public  works  for  the 
second  judicial  circuit,  and  on  so  much  of  the  great  western  mail  route 
as  is  situated  in  the  third  judicial  circuit,  respectfully  reports  the  pro- 
gress of  his  operations  for  the  last  six  months  on  the  se>enl  works  as- 
signed to  his  charge  as  acting  commissioner  thereon,  as  follows,  that  js 
to  say : 

Alton,  Hillsboro,  and  Shelbyville  Railroad. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board,  the  ~>»bove  work  was  transferred 
from  the  western  to  the  southern  engineering  district,  and  the  surveys 
and  examinations  of  the  line  were  then  in  progress  under  t,he  special 
charge  of  Mr.  F.  Hawn,  assistant  engineer.  Mr.  Hawn  was  forthwith  re- 
quested to  reporthimself  to  the  principal  engineer  of  the  southern  district. 

He  was  immediately  instructed  to  confine  his  examinations  and  sur- 
veys to  that  portion  of  the  line  between  Alton  and  Hillsboro,  in  order 
that  the  portion  of  the  work  ordered  by  the  Board  to  be  put  under  con- 
tract might  be  let  without  delay.  The  character  of  the  country  and  vari- 
ety of  routes  proposed,  made  it  necessary  to  establish  the  most  elaborate 
examinations  to  arrive  at  correct  conclusions  in  regard  to  the  most  judi- 
cious route  for  the  road;  and  consequently  much  time  was  necessarily 
consumed  in  the  surveys  preparatory  to  the  letting.  The  report  and  es- 
timates of  the  assistant  engineer  are  herewith  submitted. 

The  letting  of  the  grading-and  superstructure  of  the  railway  on  the 
first  thirteen  miles  from  the  city  of  Alton  took  place  ~t  the  Internal  Im- 
provement office,  in  Belleville,  on  the  ?2d  day  of  October  last;  and  con- 
tracts have  been  entered  into  for  the  execution  of  the  work,  to  be  com- 
menced within  forty  days,  and  to  be  con.pleted  within  eighteen  months 
from  the  day  of  letting. 
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The  estimates  of  the  portion  of  the  Lline   put  under  contract  were 
■as  follows,  viz: 

For  grading             .....  $50,420  27 

Superstructure  complete          -             -            -  45,  70  00 


Total  -  -  $95,890  27 

Making  an  average  cost  per  mile,  exclusive  of  iron,  $7,360  80,  or 
qibout  9,000  dollars  per  mile,  including  that  article. 

The  aggregate  contract  price  of  the  work  exceeded  the  above 
estimated  cost  about  24  per  cent.,  which  would  make  the  total  cost 
$97,287  47  or  7,484  dollars  per  mile,  exclusive  of  iron  for  the  track. 

Since  the  lettings  of  the  western  division  of  the  work,  Mr.  Hawn  has 
extended  his  preliminary  survey  to  Shelbyvillc,  and  has  now  disbanded 
his  party.  Sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed  since  the  completion  of  the 
field  work  for  him  to  make  his  report  in  detail;  but  he  is  now  actively 
engage  I,  with  a  draftsman  as  assistant,  in  preparing  his  report,  drawings, 
and  estimates,  which,  when  finished,  will  be  laid  before  the  Board. 

I  have,  however,  received  from  him  a  general  report,  in  which  he  in- 
forms me  that  there  are  no  serious  obstacles  to  the  economical  construc- 
tion of  a  useful  railroad  on  the  route;  and  that  the  cost  of  construction 
will  be  less  per  mile  than  that  of  the  western  division  now  under  con- 
tract. The  total  length  of  the  line,  by  the  experimental  survey  from 
Alton  to  Shelbyville,  is  nearly  one  hundred  miles. 

There  have  not  been  any  payments  yet  made  on  acconnt  of  construc- 
tion on  this  line  of  the  work. 

The  disbursements  for  engineering,  obtaining  right  of  way,  and  other 
contingencies,  up  to  this  time,  amount  to  $596  87,  and  is  chargeable  to 
this  work. 

I  have  received  propositions  from  the  corporation  of  Upper  Alton  for 
the  voluntary  grant  of  lands  for  a  depot  in  that  town;  and  also  from 
Robert  Smith,  Esq.  for  a  like  grant  of  land  for  a  general  depot  for  the 
above  and  the  Southern  Cross  railroad,  at  the  junction  ot  the  two  lines, 
near  Shields'  branch,  in  the  city  of  Alton.  These  several  propositions 
have  been  submitted  to  your  Board,  and  an  order  granted  thereon. 

Southern  Cross  Railroad. 

As  stated  in  my  last  report,  the  western  division  of  this  road  be- 
tween  the  city  of  Alton  and  Edwardsville,  making  about  fourteen  and 
one-third  miles,  was  placed  under  contract  on  the  15th  day  of  February 
last.  The  grading  of  the  several  sections  has  progressed  with  an  effici- 
ency that  gives  a  reasonable  assurance  of  their  completion  within  the 
time  limited  in  the  contracts.  The  hope  I  expressed  in  my  last  report,  that 
the  contractors  for  the  superstructure  would  efficiently  prosecute  the 
work,  has  been  disappointed,  and  I  have  been  reluctantly  compelled  to 
declare  their  contract   abandoned,  and  -to  re-let  the  work. 

I  accordingly  advertised  this  part  of  the  work,  and  re-let  the  same  at 
the  Internal  Improvement,  office,  in  Belleville,  on  the  23d  day  of  Octo- 
ber last.  This  part  of  the  work  is  now  let  to  an  efficient  and  experienced 
contractor,  and  at  an  advance  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per 
mile  over  the  price  of  the  first  contract. 
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The  engineer's  attested  estimate  for  this  work,  including  the   cost  of 
half  a  mile  of  double  track  and  turn-outs,  is  as  follows,  viz. 

For  grading  and    bridging ^  $50,586  99 

Super?tructure,  exclusive  of  iron         -         -         -'  45,274  35 

Total,  exclusive  of  iron          -         -         -  95,861  34 

Iron  and  fixtures 33,970  00 


$129,831  34 

Making  an  average  cost,  including  one-half  mile  of  double  track  and 
turn-outs,  of  $9,058  21  per  mile. 

The  contract  price  for  the  graduation  and  superstructure  is  about  six 
per  cent,  above  the  estimate  of  the  engineer;  but  from  the  purchases 
which  have  been  made  of  railroad  iron,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  estimate 
for  that  item  was  too  liberal,  and  which,  together  with  some  reduction  of 
cost  by  a  subsequent  change  of  grade  on  some  of  the  heavy  sections, 
will  perhaps  compensate  for  the  difference  between  the  contract  and 
estimated  prices  of  the  whole  work. 

The  total  amount  of  work  done  on  the  contracts  for  grading  and 
bridging,  up  to  the  10th  instant,  as  exhibited  by  the  engineer's  estimate 
thereof,  on  tile,  is  $30,053  15. 

The  whole  amount  disbursed  for  construction,  after  retaining  25  per 
cent,  on  amount  of  estimates,  which  have  been  paid  up  to  November  30th, 
is  $21,458  91,  leaving  a  balance  necessary  to  complete  the  contracts 
for  grading  and  bridging,  according  to  the  estimated  price,  and  to  pay  over 
the  retained  per  centage,  of  $29,128  08. 

The  total  amount  paid  by  me  for  the  out-fit  of  engineering  parties,  and 
expenses  of  the  original  survey  and  examination  of  the  whole  line,  from 
the  Wabash  to  the  Mississippi  river,  and  for  the  expenses  of  all  subse- 
quent engineering  and  contingent  accounts,  are  as  follows,  viz: 

For  out-fit  of  engineering  parties  $  427  73 

Engineers  and  supplies  ....         -        4,lC0  51 

Contingent  and  office  accounts         -  298  32 

Lands  entered •         1,116  08 

Proportionate  share  of  general  expenditure       -         -        3,467  31 

$9,469  95 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board,  two  miles  of  this  line  of  work,  including 
the  crossing  of  the  Kaskaskia  river  at  the  town  of  Carlyle,  and  the  bridge 
over  that  river  to  accommodate  both  the  railroad  and  the  great  west- 
ern mail  route,  was  ordered  to  be  placed  under  contract.  This  work 
was  surveyed  by  Mr.  Terrell,  assistant  engineer,  under  the  instructions 
of  the  principal  engineer  of  this  district,  whose  report  and  estimates  are 
herewith  submitted.  The  work  was  let  at  the  Internal  Improvement 
office  in  Belleville,  on  the  23d  day  of  October  last,  and  contracts  closed 
therefor. 

The  crossing  of  the  valley  and  river  of  the  Kaskaskia  is  one  of  the 
greatest  obstacles  to  be  overcome  on  the  whole  route  of  this  road  be- 
tween the  Wabash  and  Mississippi,  and  necessarily  embraces  heavy  and 
expensive  work. 
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It  is  worthy  of  remark,  however,  that  the  two  miles,  and  the  cros- 
sing now  let,  embrace  all  the  expensive  work  within  many  miles  on  each 
side  of  the  nvcr,  and  that  the  grading  of  the  road  can  be  continued  in 
both  directions  with  small  comparative  cost. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  doable-track  bridge,  and  two  miles  of  gra- 
ding,   is    $34,220    48;     the    contract    pi  ice    for    the    same    work    is 

$$\m  is. 

There  has  not  been  any  payment  for  construction  on  this  part  of  the 
work;  and  the  expenses  of  the  party  engaged  in  its  definite  location  have 
been  paid  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  fourth  judicial  circuit,  and  charged 
to  the  work  by  him. 

I  have  stated,  under  the  head  of  another  work,  that  I  had  received 
a  proposition  for  the  voluntary  grant  of  lands  for  a  depot,  at  the  junction 
of  this  road  and  the  Alton  and  Shelby  ville  railroad, in  the  city  of  Alton. 
As  the  proposition  has  met  the  views  of  the  Board,  I  shall  suggest  the 
necessity  of  an  order  for  the  erection  of  a  depot  and  machine  shop  at  the 
above  sites  offered  to  the  State. 

The  total  ascertained  length  of  the  Southern  Cross  railroad,  from  the 
bank  of  the  Wabash  river,  in  Mount  Carmel,  to  the  bank  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  in  the  city  of  Alton,  by  the  route  of  the  experimental  servey, 
the  whole  of  which  was  surveyed  under  my  direction,  is  153  miles.  The 
original  survey,  however,  for  a  considerable  poition  of  the  line,  was 
made  in  reference  to  a  grade  not  exceeding  30  feet  to  the  mile,  and 
the  residue  of  it  to  a  grade  within  40  feet.  This  necessarily  increas- 
ed the  curvatures  and  length  of  the  line,  and  added  greatly  to  the  labor 
and  time  necessary  to  make  the  survey.  By  adopting  an  increase  of 
grade  at  some  few  points,  the  distance  will  be  reduced;  and,  it  is  estima- 
ted by  the  engineer,  will  he  brought  within  147  miles.  This  change  will 
also  very  materially  reduce  the  first  cost  of  the  work  without  prejudicing 
the  general  utility  of  the  road. 

Belleville  and  Lebanon  Branch  op  the  Southern  Cross  Railroad. 

This  line  of  work  has  been  surveyed,  and  several  routes  or  points  of 
connection  with  the  main  line  examined.  The  result  of  the  survey  exhi- 
bits the  practicability  of  a  r Ik  ap  construction  of  this  important  branch 
of  our  system  of  public  works,  and  there  exists  no  doubt  of  the  exten- 
sion of  the  road  from  Belleville  to  the  city  of  St.  Louis  by  the  company 
now  incorporated  to  construct  it,  as  seven  miles  thereof,  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  are  already  constructed  and  in  operation.  I  therefore  sub- 
mit to  the  Board,  whether  the  claims  of  the  citizens  immediately  interest- 
ed in  this  road  should  be  deferred  any  longer;  and  suggest  the  propriety 
of  commencing  the  work  at  the  nexllettings  which  may  be  ordered. 

The  total  length  of  this  branch  road,  from  Belleville  to  the  intersection 
of  the  Southern  Cross  railroad,  at  or  tiear  Highland,  in  Madison  county, 
is  twenty-tnree  and  a  half  miles. 
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Great  Western  Mail  Route. 

In  the  months  of  August  and  October  last,  I  let  all  the  jobs  of  work  on 
so  much  of  this  road  as  lies  in  my  district,  which  had  not  previously  b'een 
contracted  for.  , 

All  the  contracts  have  been  prosecuted  with  efficiency,  except  two  of 
the  largest  on  the  American  Bottom,  which  were  let  in  October,  1837. 
After  granting  every  indulgence  to  the  contractors  consistent  with  my 
duty,  in  order  to  enable  them  still  to  complete  their  contracts,  and  save 
to  themselves  the  retained  per  centage  on  the  work  done  by  them,  their 
inability  to  complete  the  work  in  any  reasonable  time  became  manifest, 
and  I  accordingly  declared  their  contracts  abandoned  in  the  month  of 
October  last.  As  the  work  was  left  in  an  unfinished  state,  and  the  pub- 
lic interest  imparatively  demanded  that  this  part  of  the  road  should  be 
placed  and  kept  in  a  condition  to  be  travelled  during  the  winter,  I  em- 
ployed superintendents  and  laborers,  and  am  now  prosecuting  the  work 
with  them. 

The  engineer's  estimate  of  the  work  proposed  to  be  executed  on  the 
American  Bottom  division,  was  $28,734  68;  and  the  contracts  were  taken 
at  about  the  estimates  of  the  engineers,  (say  29,000  dollars.) 

The  disbursements  on  this  division  of  the  work  have  been  asfollows,  viz: 
For  construction,  $  1 1,268  10,  leaving  a  balance  of  the  special  appro- 
priation for  this  part  of  the  work,  of  $18,731  90. 

The  engineer's  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  work  proposed  to 
be  executed  on  the  whole  western  division,  extending  from  the  Ameri- 
can Bottom  to  the  eastern  line  of  Marion  county,  a  distance  of  ninety 
miles,  amounts  to  $86,896  not  "including  Albright  and  Rodger's 
estimate. 

In  order  that  the  disbursements  of  the  general  appropriation  for  this 
work  might  be  fairly  apportioned  over  the  whole  line,  from  the  Wabash 
to  the  Mississippi,  agreeably  to  law,  the  contracts  are  let,  specific  as 
to  price,  but  conditional  as  to  amount  and  description  of  work  to  be  ex- 
ecuted by  contractors,  reserving  the  right  to  the  Commissioners  to  de- 
signate, from  time  to  time,  what  specific  portions  and  items  of  work  on 
the  respestive  contracts  shall  be  first  commenced  and  completed — with 
the  understanding,  however,  that  the  bridging  and  most  difficult  portions 
of  the  road  shall  be  first  executed.  So  that,  although  the  account  of  all 
the  work  embraced  in  the  contracts,  if  fully  completed,  might  overrun  the 
appropriation;  yet  the  rescvations  in  the  contracts  will  enable  the  Com- 
missioners to  keep  the  disbursements  within  those  limits. 

The  total  amount  of  disbursements  on  this  line  of  work,  exclusive  cf 
the  American  Bottom,  are  as  follows,  viz: 

For  construction,  engineering,  superintendence,  and  con- 

tngincies  -  $57,021  10 

Proportionate  share  of  general  expenditure  account  6,521  74 

$63,542  84 
In  the  above  amount  for  outfit,  engineering,  and  contingencies,  is  cm- 
braced  the  cost  of  the  original  survey  and    location  of  the  whole  line  of 
road  from  St.  Louis  to  Vincennes,  made  by  Mr.  Gilpin,  the  assistant  en- 
gineer, under  my  directions.  i 
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A  tabular  statement  marked  A.  accompanying  this  report,  exhibits 
more  lull/,  and  in  detail,  the  number,  extent  and  present  condition  of  the 
several  contracts  or  jobs  on  this  work,  with  the  names  of  the  contract- 
ors on  each,  respectively;  to  which  statement  I  respectfully  refer  the 
Board  for  further  information. 

The  total  ascertained  length  of  this  road  is  1 5*2  miles,  14  miles  of 
which  are  west  of  Belleville,  and  138  east  of  that  point. 

Central  Railroad. 

The  poitionofthe  Kaskaskia  division,  embracing  the  crossing  of  that 
river  near  Vandalia,  which  the  Board  ordered  under  contract  at  their 
last  semi-annual  meeting,  was  let  at  Vandalia  on  the  13th  day  of  August 
last. 

The  engineers  estimate  for  this  work,  including  the  cost  of  masonry 
for  the  bridge  over  the  river,  was  §44,660  03. 

The  amount  of  the  contract  price  for  the  same  work  amounts  to 
.$4-2.778  19. 

The  disbursement  s  made  by  me  on  account  of  this  work  are,  for  con- 
struction, §461   67 

Experimental  lines  for  this  work  have  been  run  throughout  my  circuit, 
and  the  result  of  them,  I  presume,  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  theCom- 
missioners  of  the  third  and  fourth  circuits,  under  whose  immediate  di- 
rection the  surveys  were  conducted. 

Alton  and  Shawneetown  Railroad. 

The  preliminary  examinations  and  surveys  of  this  road,  which  were 
in  progress  at  the  date  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board,  under  the 
charge  of  Mr.  Lathrop,  assistant  engineer  on  the  work,  have  been 
completed.  The  report  of  the  assistant  engineer,  accompanied  by  the 
drawings  and  estimates  of  the  Silver  creek  sections  of  work,  which 
were  ordered  under  contract  by  the  Board  at  their  June  meeting,  is  all 
that  has  been  received  by  me  in  relation  to  that  survey.  The  report  on 
the  other  portion  of  the  line,  I  am  informed,  has  been  delayed  by  sick- 
ness, and  other  causes  beyond  the  control  of  the  engineer. 

The  grading  of  the  Silver  creek  sections  of  the  work,  including  a  dis- 
tance of  a  fraction  over  three  miles,  and  embracing  the  crossing  of  the 
creek,  was  offered  for  contract,  and  let  at  the  Internal  Improvement  office 
in  Belleville,  on  the  23d  day  of  October  last.  The  contracts  were  let 
under  the  condition  that  the  line  should  undergo  a  revision,  which  the 
principal  engineer  then  thought  to  be  necessary,  and  which  there  was 
not  time  to  effect  before  the  day  of  letting.  This  revision  has  subse- 
quently been  made,  and  the  contractors  have  efficiently  commenced  their 
respective  jobs. 

The  revised  estimates  amount  to  $14,620  47,  and  the  contract  price 
will  not  materially  vary  from  that  amount.  The  cost  of  the  original 
survey  of  this  work  has  been  paid  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  third 
judicial  circuit,  and  by  him  charged  to  this  work.  The  expenses  of  the 
subsequent  revision  of  the  line  at  Silver  creek  comprise  all  the  disburse- 
ments yet  made  by  me:  and  this  having  been    done   by    the    engineer 
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engaged  on  the  Southern  Cross  railroad  and  vVestern  mail  route,  and  the 
amount  being  comparatively  trifling,  il  has  been  charged  to  other  ac- 
counts, and  no  account  has  yet  been  opened  by  me  against  this  work. 

Kaskaskia  River  Improvement. 

As  stated  ra  my  last  report  <o  the  Board,  the  examination  and  survey 
of  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  this  river  were  commenced  about 
that  date,  and  were  conducted  under  the  immediate  directions  ot  CoL 
Wm.  C.  Greenup,  engineer  on  the  work.  The  report,  drawing?,  and  esti- 
mates of  the  engineer  have  been  filed  in  the  office  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  and  exhibit,  in  detail,  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  several  ob- 
structions, and  the  plans  proposed  for  their  removal. 

The  survey  and  examinations  developed  the  fact  that  the  work,  ne- 
cessary and  practicable  to  be  executed,  would  not  admit  of  such  definite 
specifications  and  description  as  to  enable  contractors  to  bid  understand- 
ing^ for  it,  or  the  Commissioner  to  prosecute  it  by  contract.  I  therefore 
determined  to  lose  no  time  in  waiting  for  the  action  of  the  Board,  but 
proceeded  to  prosecute  the  work  by  superintendents  and  laborers  em- 
ployed and  paid  by  me  as  acting  Commissioner. 

The  report  of  Col.  Greenup,  the  superintending  engineer  on  the  work, 
dated  the  3d  instant,  and  herewith  submitted,  explains  in  detail  the  ope- 
rations on  the  river  up  to  that  date. 

The  total  disbursements  made  on  account  of  this  work,  up  to  the  25th 
ultimo,  were  as  as  follows,  viz. 

Amount  of  disbursements  charged  to  work         -         -         §1,846  30* 

Proportionate  share  of  general  expenditure         -         -  211    17 

2,574.  4?i 
The  requisition  of  the  Fund  Commissioners  to  divide  among  the  sev- 
eral works  the  expenditures  heretofore  made  and  charged  to  the  general 
fund  account,  has  been  complied  with  by  me  with  as  much  accuracy  as 
the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit  of.  I  still  entertain  the  opinion,  how- 
ever, that  a  general  fund  account  is  contemplated  by  the  internal 
improvement  law.  There  are  a  variety  of  expenditures — as  the  entry  of 
lands,  the  purchase  of  te^ms,  camp  equipage,  and  surveying  instruments, 
the  compensation  of  the  secretary  of  the  Board,  and  numerous  others 
authorized  by  law — and  yet  not  properly  chargeable  to  any  particular 
work  or  appropriation.  If  there  are  any  doubts  on  this  subject,  it  is  well 
that  they  should  be  agitated  at  the  present  time,  when  the  whole  matter 
can  be  set  at  rest  by  legislative  enactment. 

After  this  general  division  of  the  general  fund  account  amongst  the 
several  works  under  my  charge,  the  total  amount  expended  by  me  and 
charged  to  them,  respectively,  to  Aov.  30,  inclusive,  is  as  follows,  viz: 
On  the  Great  VVestern  Mail  route       ....      £63,54284 
On  the  Southern  Cross  Railroad         ....         30,953  76* 
On  the  Belleville  and  Lebanon  Branch  Railroad         -  37148 

On  the  Alton  and  Shelbwille  Railroad      -         -         -  660  07 

On  the  Central  Railroad 9,644  25 

On  the  Kaskaskia  river  Improvement        ...  2,057  47* 

Total  amount  expended ff  105.235  25 

6  ,  " 
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The  report  of  the  principal  engineer  of  the  southern  engineering  dis- 
trict, together  with  the  reports  of  the  assistant  engineers  in  rr.y  circuit, 
therein  referred  to,  is  herewith  submitted. 

General  Remarks. 

My  situation  as  President  of  the  Board  has,  no  doubt,  tended  to  in- 
crease my  correspondence  beyond  that  of  the  other  Commissioners;  and 
it  has  added  much  to  the  office  labor  and  attention  in  my  circuit.  This 
correspondence  has  been  carefully  preserved,  and,  for  the  most  part,  put 
on  record  for  the  use  of  the  Board  and  their  successors. 

From  mv  long  residence  and  the  opportunities  I  have  had  of  obser- 
vation, ana  particularly  in  the  southern  section  of  the  State,  it  might  be 
presumed,  and  I  indeed  thought  myself,  that  I  was  long  since  fully  aware 
of  the  advantages  of  the  country.  I  must,  however,  confess  that  the 
journeys  I  have  taken  in  attending  the  meetings  of  the  Board  and  the 
various  lettings  of  contracts,  in  which  I  have  travelled  not  less  than  two 
thousand  miles  since  I  entered  on  the  duties  of  my  office,  have  developed 
facts,  and  presented  aspects  of  the  country  of  which  I  had  not  been  pre- 
viously aware;  and  which  have  more  fully  demonstrated  to  my  mind 
the  great  importance  of  our  system  of  internal  improvements.  In  the 
nature  of  things,  I  cannot  expect  to  see,  in  my  life-time,  the  full  develop- 
ment of  these  advantages,  and  to  enjoy  them.  But,  believing  conscien- 
tiously that  the  future  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  people  will  be 
greatly  promoted  by  carrying  out  the  system  to  its  full  and  entire  com- 
pletion. I  am  bound  to  advocate  it  to  the  extent  of  my  abilities.  So  far 
from  its  being  too  large  and  extended,  I  believe  that  it  might  be  enlarg- 
ed witli  great  propriety  and  decided  advantage  to  the  geneial  welfare  of 
the  whole  State,  if  suitable  appropriations  were  made,  in  addition  to 
those  already  granted  by  the  Legislature,  not  only  to  improve  the  navi- 
gation of  our  rivers,  but,  in  connection  with  the  same,  to  drain  the  ponds 
and  lakes;  which  can  be  accomplished  with  an  inconsiderable  expense,  in 
comparison  to  the  general  utility,  health,  and  pecuniary  prosperity  of 
the  whole  State. 

In  the  low  grounds,  in  many  cases,  five  hundred  or  a  thousand  acres 
of  land  can  be  drained  and  reclaimed  with  less  than  a  hundred  dollars 
expense;  and  the  draining  of  the  Great  American  Bottom  itself,  it  is  be- 
lieved, would  increase  the  value  ofthc  soil  therein  at  least  five  millions 
of  dollars;  all  of  which  can  be  effected  with  an  expense  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  as  an  evidence  of  the  improvement  of 
health,  it  is  an  incontrovertible  fact  that  the  town  of  Kaskaskia,  which 
is  situated  on  the  bank  of  Kaskaskia  river,  between  that  river  and 
the  Mississippi,  and  near  the  junction  ofthc  former,  has  always  been  and 
is  one  of  the  most  healthy  towns  in  the  State;  the  obvious  reason  of 
which  is,  that  lakes  and  ponds  do  not  exist  below  the  point  of  the  bluff 
between  the  two  rivers,  so  that  when  each  or  either  are  high  and  over- 
flow their  banks,  they  again  recede  to  their  original  channels  without 
remaining  to  form  lakes  or  ponds,  which  has  been  the  great  cause  of 
such  deleterious  effects  as  are  so  seriously  felt  in  other  portions  of  the 
American  Bottom. 


Our  system,  it  is  true,  is  large  and  spacious,  but  not  more  so  than  the 
beauty,  the  fertility  and  peculiar  situation  of  our  State  demand.  The 
facility  with  which  settlement  and  farms  can  be  made  and  the  certain 
and  abundant  reward  which  awaits  the  toil  of  the  agriculturist,  is  induc- 
ing, and  has  caused  an  unprecedented  amount  of  this  valuable  descrip- 
tion of  emigration  to  every  portion  of  the  State. 

The  southern  section  of  the  State,  which  has  heretofore  been  measur- 
ably overlooked  or  underrated,  is  now,  in  common  with  the  more  favor- 
ed north,  attracting  the  notice  of  the  enterprising  settler. 

To  conquer  the  forests  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  or  the  older  States,  and 
prepare  the  face  of  the  country  for  profitable  cultivation,  has  cost,  in 
time  and  labor,  more  capital  in  each  than  would  complete  many  such 
systems  of  internal  improvements  as  ours;  whereas,  in  Illinois,  the  land  is 
found  cleared  to  our  hands — the  farmer  has  but  to  plough,  to  plant, 
and  to  gather. 

The  roads  themselves,  from  this  peculiar  character  in  the  face  of  the 
country,  can  be  constructed  with  great  ease  and  rapidity.  By  com- 
mencing the  improvements  at  the  rivers  where  lumber  is  abundant,  and 
running  them  into  the  interior,  the  materials  for  the  railways,  as  well  as 
for  fencing  and  building,  are  transported  into  the  very  heart  of  the  great 
prairies,  with  less  cost  than  they  can  be  carted  a  few  miles  with  an  or- 
dinary team.  The  settler  can  carry  his  house  with  him,  and  put  up  a 
shelter  for  his  family,  with  the  same  ease  that  a  surveyor  would  pitch 
his  tent,  and  his  posts  and  plank  would  follow  him  to  fence  his  field  be- 
fore oxen  could  prepare  the  ground  for  his  crop.  His  articles  of  con- 
sumption would  come  in  the  same  convenient  channel,  and  whatever 
surplus  his  industry  and  the  fertility  of  his  soil  would  produce,  would 
find  a  ready  market  at  his  own  door. 

I  am  persuaded  this  is  no  fancied  picture;  for  already  are  the  prairies 
rapidly  being  entered  by  intelligent  farmers  in  anticipation  of  these  ob- 
vious results.  Moreover,  the  country  along  the  lines  of  these  improve- 
ments will  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  the  best  navigable  streams  in  the 
State,  without  any  of  their  deleterious  effects,  which  are  always  appre- 
hended, and  but  too  often  felt,  by  the  inhabitants  along  their  borders. 

The  great  Central  railroad  through  the  centre  of  the  State  will,  under 
the  present  system,  be  intersected  with  numerous  cross  roads,  connect- 
ing with  the  rivers  on  our  borders  and  the  work  in  progress,  or  in  con- 
templation, in  Indiana,  and  will  afford  the  facility  of  throwing  into  the 
southern  market  the  surplus  products  of  the  State,  at  a  time  when  the 
Ohio  and  Upper  Mississippi,  and  their  numerous  tributaries,  are  locked 
up  with  ice,  or  impeded  with  shoals,  and  thereby  enable  the  farmer  to 
command  the  best  possible  price  for  his  produce.  The  articles  of  con- 
sumption can  likewise  be  distributed  to  every  portion  of  the  State,  with 
certainty  and  economy,  and  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  without  any  inter- 
ruption, and  thereby  prevent  those  fluctuations  in  price,  caused  by  the 
inequality  of  demand  and  supply,  which  are  [,so  prejudicial  both  to  the 
dealer  and  consumer.  Were  this  system  now  in  operation,  the  present 
deficiency  in  the  supply  of  the  indispensable  article  of  salt,  so  seriously 
felt  in  many  portions  of  the  State,  and  which  has  been  caused  by  the 
interruption  of  the  navigation  during  the  last  season,  could  not  have 
happened. 
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The  increase  in  price  which  the  citizens  of  this  State  will  pay  the 
present  year,  tor  this  article  alone,  will  exceed,  in  all  probability,  double 
the  taxes  of  the  State,  to  say  nothing  of  other  articles  of  indispensable 
necessity,  which,  from  the  same  causes,  have  been  greatly  enhanced  in 
price. 

These  general  advantages,  which  would  result  from  the  completion  of 
the  system  and  its  gradual  increase  as  the  means  of  the  State  would 
warrant,  are  not  all  the  advantages  I  anticipate  from  it.  I  believe  that, 
in  point  of  revenue,  it  will  disappoint  its  most  sanguine  friends.  If  the 
amount  of  travel  and  transportation  which  now  passes  between  Louisville 
and  St.  Louis,  or  Chicago  and  the  several  points  on  the  Mississippi,  be 
taken  as  a  basis  of  calculation,  no  reflecting  man  can  doubt  that  the 
work  must  yield  a  handsome  revenue  to  the  State.  Residing  on  the 
great  western  mail  route,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the 
amount  of  travel  during  the  last  season  of  low  water  in  the  Ohio,  between 
Louisville  and  St.  Louis.  The  line  of  mail  stages  on  this  route,  during 
the  whole  period  of  this  continued  drought,  carried  passengers,  which 
averaged,  at  the  ordinary  fare,  (as  I  have  understood,)  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  per  week,  or  at  the  rate  of  about  $ 75,000  a  year.  And  during 
the  same  period,  every  means  of  travel,  by  private  conveyances,  which 
could  be  obtained  in  Louisville,  seemed  likewise  to  be  put  in  requisition. 
During  this  period,  an  intelligent  gentleman  of  Missouri,  (the  Hon.  T.  H. 
Benton)  on  his  way  homeward,  at  Salem,  stated  to  me  that  it  was  then 
estimated  that  there  were  2,000  persons  in  Louisville  waiting  for  con- 
veyance to  the  Mississippi  river,  and  that  every  means  of  travelling  was 
engaged  to  carry  passengers  to  St.  Louis,  or  other  points  on  the  river. 
I  speak  of  this  as  one  case  only  within  my  own  knowledge,  and  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  other  routes  across  the  State  were  equally 
thronged.  And  it  appears  to  me  that,  even  at  a  period  when  the  steam- 
boats are  in  full  operation,  the  time  and  risk  of  life  which  could  be  saved 
by  travelling  on  our  roads,  would  enable  them  effectually  to  compete 
with  the  river  communication. 

A  person  from  New  Orleans,  on  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  a 
point  where  boats  of  the  largest  class  can,  at  all  seasons,  have  safe  and 
easy  access,  could  there  take  a  land  conveyance,  and  arrive  at  St.  Louis, 
Alton,  Peoria,  or  any  other  northern  point  in  the  State,  and  at  Louis- 
ville, in  Kentucky,  in  half  the  time  that  it  would  require  a  steamboat  to 
ascend  in  the  most  favorable  stages  of  water;  and  the  variety  of  the 
journey,  independent  of  its  expedition  and  safety,  would  always  present 
a  powerful  inducement  in  its  favor. 

There  is  another  certain  source  of  revenue,  which  has  generally  esca- 
ped the  attention  of  writers  on  this  subject,  and  may,  with  propriety,  be 
alluded  to  here.  It  is  the  profits  arising  from  the  transportation  of  the 
United  States'  mail,  which  must  always  be  given  to  the  railroads,  on 
account  of  their  superior  expedition. 

It  is  well  understood  that  the  value  of  land  and  its  products  form  the 
basis  of  substantial  wealth  in  all  countries.  If  we  are  to  judge  of  Illinois 
by  this  statement,  we  cannot  but  admit  that  the  aggregate  value  of  prop- 
erty in  the  State  has  greatly  increased  since  the  passage  of  our  internal 
improvement  law;  and  it  is  equally  certain  that  the  markets  for  produce 
have  been  materially  improved  by  the  existence  and  operation  of  the 
aystem. 
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The  character  of  the  State  abroad,  has  been  elevated,  and,  during  a 
season  of  unprecedented  pressure  in  the  commercial  world,  the  bonds  of 
this  Stale  have  been  in  demand  when  other  States  were  unable  to  effect 
their  loans.  The  capital  which  has  been  brought  into  the  State  in  a 
variety  of  ways,  in  consequence  of  the  operation  of  the  system,  has  ena- 
bled our  people  to  pass  through  a  perilous  crisis  in  the  monetary  affairs 
of  this  country  and  of  Europe,  without  depreciation  in  the  value  of 
property,  or  suffering  pecuniary  distress.  Without  intending  to  antici- 
pate the  report  of  the  Fund  Commissioners,  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be 
found  that  all  these  happy  results  have  been  achieved  without  a  dollar 
of  charge  on  the  Treasury;  and  I  have  the  fullest  confidence,  that  the 
same  energetic  and  prudent  management  which  has  characterised  the 
Board  of  Fund  Commissioners,  if  persevered  in,  will  enable  the  State  to 
carry  out  the  system  to  its  full  completion  without  imposing  burdens  on 
the  people. 

In  view,  then,  of  all  the  advantages  which  the  system  promises,  I  am 
unable  to  perceive  how  any  substantial  objections  can  be  urged  against 
it.  If  errors  or  abuses  are  alleged  by  any  to  have  been  committed  in 
its  prosecution,  it  seems,  to  my  mind,  that  this  forms  no  substantial  ob- 
jection to  the  system  itself. 

The  official  connection  with  the  system,  with  which  I  have  been  hon- 
ored, was  bestowed  upon  mc  without  my  knowledge  or  solicitation;  I 
accepted  of  it  with  a  view  of  rendering  my  feeble  aid  in  carrying  out  the 
intentions  of  the  law,  to  the  extent  of  my  abilities;  and  I  have  found,  by 
experience,  that  the  commencement  of  the  system,  in  its  incipient  stages 
at  least,  has  been  a  task,  to  me,  of  much  labor,  both  of  body  and  mind, 
whatever  may  be  its  operations  hereafter. 

That  I  have  at  all  times  avoided  error,  is  too  much  for  me  to  suppose, 
but  that  I  have  endeavored  to  act  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  and  ability 
for  the  success  of  the  several  works  under  my  charge,  and,  as  a  member 
of  the  Board,  for  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of  the  whole  system, 
I  hope,  will  be  conceded  to  me. 

To  you,  gentlemen,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  make  my  humble  ac- 
knowledgments lor  the  assistance  and  indulgence  which  you  have  afford- 
ed me  on  all  occasions  in  the  performance  of  my  several  duties,  as  act- 
ing Commissioner  and  President  of  your  Board. 

With  sentiments  of  high  respect,  and  the  utmost  confidence,  gentle- 
men, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  KINNEY, 
Acting  Commissioner  of  the  Second  Judicial  Circuit. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Our  delegation  in  Congress,  at  the  last  session,  requested  me,  as  Pre- 
sident of  the  Board,  to  furnish  them  with  a  diagram  of  all  the  surveys 
and  most  probable  routes  of  the  different  railroads,  &c,  so  that  the  United 
States  Senate  could  publish  them  appended  to  the  journal  of  the  Board 
and  the  laws  of  our  internal  improvement  system;    which  was  complied 


with  by  me,  through  the  aid  I  received  from  each  member  of  the  Board, 
by  their  supplying  me  with  the  diagrams;  but,  in  making  out  the  same 
by  the  engineer  in  my  office,  the  diagram  of  the  Great  Western  mail 
route  was  accidentally  omitted.  IVly  letter  to  the  Hon.  A.  W.  Snyder,  on 
that  subject,  is  herewith  submitted.     (See  letter  No.  1.) 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  on  a  former  occasion,  the  Board  authorized 
me  to  correspond  with  Mr.  Stansburry,  United  States  engineer,  sent  out 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  and  surveying  the  Kaskaskia  and  Illinois 
rivers.  On  the  subject,  my  letter  (No.  2)  to  him,  and  a  subsequent  one 
(No.  3)  to  the  Hon.  A.  W.  Snyder,  are  herewith  submitted. 

I  also  submit  the  report  of  the  engineers  who  surveyed  the  said  river 
under  my  directions,  together  with  my  correspondence  with  them  on 
the  subject.     (See  report  No.  4.) 

I  was  also  authorized,  or  requested  by  the  Board,  to  correspond  with 
our  delegation  in  Congress  on  the  subject  of  allowing  this  State  to  im- 
port railroad  iron  free  from  duty,  without  the  customary  formalities  of 
the  present  law;  (see  letters  Nos.  5  &  6:)  and  also  on  the  subject  cf  ob- 
taining assistance  by  donations  of  land,  and  grants  of  the  right  of  way, 
&c,  to  carry  out  the  system  of  internal  improvements;  which  letter 
(No  7,)  is  herewith  submitted.  * 

No.  1. 

Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Belleville,  April  14,  1838. 

Sir:  In  making  out  the  the  diagrams,  at  your  request,  of  the  railroads 
for  publication  with  the  internal  improvement  law  and  journals  of  the 
Board  of  Commissionsrs,  the  diagram  of  the  Great  Western  mail  route 
was  accidentally  omitted  by  the  engineer  who  drafted  or  laid  down  the 
same,  which  should,  and  would  have  been  done,  had  it  not  have  been  for 
the  accident  occurring. 

The  Western  mail  route,  which  is  of  great  importance  to  this  country 
and  the  travelling  community  in  general,  is  undergoing,  under  the  au- 
thority of  our  internal  improvement  system,  rapid  improvements;  which 
will  warrant  an  early,  easy,  and  safe  passage  to  the  mail  stage,  and  all 
other  carriages  for  the  accommodation  of  the  travelling  community. 

This  road  passes  from  St  Louis,  through  Belleville,  seat  of  justice,  and 
Lebanon,  St.  Clair  county;  Carlyle,  Clinton  county;  Salem,  Marion 
county;  Maysville,  Clay  count;  ;  Lawrenceville,  Lawrence  county,  and 
thence  to  Vincennes.  By  reference  to  the  map  of  the  State,  the  general 
features  of  the  route  can  be  seen,  which  runs  through  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  fertile  countries,  perhaps  in  the  world,  of  the  same  extent; 
and,  when  the  improvement  of  the  same  is  finished,  a  ride  in  one 
of  the  beautiful  and  newly  established  stages  (which  has  just  commenced 
running  on  the  same)  in  the  month  of  May  or  June  through  the  Grand 
prairie,  &c,  would,  in  my  opinion,  drive  the  blue  devils  as  far  from  a 
stage  passenger  as  a  chase  alter  a  gang  of  buffaloes  would  from  an  In- 
dian west  of  the  Rocky  mountains. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM   KINNEY, 
Jlciing  Commissioner  of  the  Second  Judicial  Circuit. 
Hon.  A.  W.  Snyder,  Washington  city. 
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No.  2, 

Belleville,  August  25,  1837. 
Sir:  The  Board  of  Public  Works,  at  their  last  meeting,  passed  a  reso- 
lution authorizing  me  to  request  of  you  a  transcript  of  your  report  of 
the  survey  of  the  Kaskaskia  river.  A  copy  of  the  report  of  the  survey  of 
the  Illinois  would  also  be  thankfully  received  by  the  Board.  I  herewith 
send  you  a  copy  of  the  law  establishing  the  internal  improvement  system 
of  Illinois,  which  exhibits  the  manner  in  which  the  Commissioners  of 
Public  Works  are  required  to  make  the  survey  of  said  rivers,  which, 
however,  may  be  of  no  service  to  you,  unless  your  instructions  trom  Gov- 
ernment will  authorize  you  to  make  the  surveys,  in  part  or  in  whole,  in 
conformity  to  said  law. 

Very  respectfully,  I  am 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  KINNEY, 
Acting  Commissioner  Second  Judicial  Circuit 
and  President  B.  P.  W. 
Mr.  Erskine  Stansbury, 

U.  S.   Engineer  in  survey  of  the 

Kaskaskia  and  Illinois  rivers. 


No.  3. 


Belleville,  February  5,  1838. 
Dear  SrR:  The  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works,  in  June 
last,  passed  an  order  authorizing  me  to  correspond  with  the  United  States 
engineers  sent  out  to  survey  the  Illinois  and  Kaskaskia  rivers,  on  the 
subject  of  their  reporting,  or  furnishing  a  copy  of  their  report  in  respect 
to  the  examination  of  the  latter  river,  to  me  or  the  Board.  Accordingly 
I  did  so,  and  have  heard  nothing  from  them. 

They  are  now  in  Washington  city.  Erskine  Stansbury  is  the  name 
of  the  principal  engineer  sent  for  that  purpose;  and  should  their  report 
be,  as  it  must  be,  favorable  to  the  improvement  of  said  river,  I  would 
thank  you  to  ask  of  them  a  copy  of  the  same;  and  1  think  it  advisable 
for  our  delegation  to  endeavor  to  get  a  donation,  either  in  land  or 
otherwise,  to  aid  the  State  in  improving  said  river,  as  a  company  is  now 
making  up  to  build  a  steamboat  to  navigate  the  same. 

With  much  respect,  I  am  truly  yours, 

WILLIAM  KINNEY, 
President  Board  Public  Works. 
Hon.  A.  W.  Snyder 


No.  4. 
Kaskaskia  River  Improvement. 

Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Belleville,  July  17,  1837.. 
Hon  William  Kinney, 

Acting  Corner  Second  Judicial  Circuit. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  in  your  letter  tome  of  the  1st, 
and  the  instructions  of  the  principal  engineer  of  the  southern  engineer- 
ing district,  of  the  8th,  I  commenced  on  the  13th  of  last  month,  atVanda- 
lia,  with  the  engineering  party,  in  the  two  light  boats  which  you  had 
prepared  for  the  purpose,  to  make  the  necessary  examinations  and  sur- 
veys of  the  Kaskaskia  river,  with  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  plans  for  the 
improvement  of  its  navigation,  and  completed  the  same  on  the  7th  inst. 

According  to  the  instructions,  I  procured  copies  of  the  several  town- 
ship plats  through  which  the  river  runs,  to  enable  me  to  identify  with 
sufficient  accuracy  the  location  of  the  several  points  where  obstructions 
exist,  and  which  it  was  necessary  to  note,  without  the  expense  of  mean- 
dering the  whole  course  of  the  river.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  however,  that, 
in  exeeuting  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States,  some 
portions  of  the  river  were  not  meandered.  And  although  the  river  is 
protracted  through  all  the  sections,  and  wherever  the  lines  intersect  or 
touch  the  river,  the  points  are  accurately  drawn,  yet  the  serpentine 
course  of  the  river  from  line  to  line  are  only  occular  drawings. 

In  the  instructions,  I  was  referred  to  the  18th  section  of  the  internal 
improvement  law,  and  required  to  adopt  such  plans  for  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  river  as  contemplated  by  that  act,  but  at  the  same 
time  others  might  be  embraced  so  as  to  have  a  more  extended  appropria- 
tion than  that  now  made.  Consequently,  my  examinations  and  surveys 
were  made  with  a  view  to  steamboat,  keelboat,  and  flatboat  navigation 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  upwards,  giving  the  low  water  channel  in  the 
river,  at  the  shoalest  places,  a  convenient  and  uniform  depth  for  the  unin- 
terrupted passage  of  keel  andfiatboatf1,  and  of  steamboats  of  such  dimen- 
sions as  may  be  best  adapted  to  the  navigation  thereof,  and  for  the  removal 
of  such  timber  obstructions  as  may  be  deemed  injurious  or  dangerous  to 
the  navigation — having  a  due  regard,  also,  to  the  greatest  and  most  useful 
amount  of  water-power  to  be  created  or  rendered  for  the  use  of  the 
State,  and  to  equalize  the  expenditure  of  the  sum  appropriated,  as  near 
as  may  be,  on  all  portions  of  the  river  susceptible  of  improvement 
from  itsjunction  with  the  Mississippi  upwards,  by  removing  the  obstruc- 
tions from  its  channel,  in  making  short  cuts  across  the  bends,  and  clear- 
ing off  the  trees  from  the  margin  of  the  river. 

The  instructions  further  require  of  me  to  divide  the  proposed  im- 
provements into  convenient  sections  for  putting  the  work  under  contract 
whenever  I  found  it  to  be  practicable  to  make  detailed  estimates,  de- 
scriptions, and  specifications,  so  as  to  enable  persons  proposing  to  con- 
tract to  bid  understanding^  for  its  execution. 

In  regard  to  the  capacity  of  the  stream  for  navigable  purposes,  various 
opinions  have  been  expressed.     The  General  Assembly,  by  an  act  passed 


on  the  20th  February,  1819,  declared  it  a  navigable  stream  from  its 
mouth  up  to  township  No.  7  north.  Subsequently,  by  another  act, 
commissioners  were  appointed  by  law,  and  an  appropriation  and  some 
expenditures  were  made  for  improving  the  navigation,  which  were  ap- 
plied principally  below  Carlyle;  but  the  small  amount  appropriated,  and 
consequently  the  little  work  done,  did  but  little  to  improve  the  condition 
of  the  river  in  the  navigation. 

The  source  of  this  river  is  in  Champaign  county,  and  it  may  be  termed 
the  river  of  the  prairies.  Its  general  course  is  from  N.  E.  to  S.  W., 
stretching  diagonally  almost  across  the  State  through  an  extensive  prai- 
rie region  of  great  fertility  and  beaut\.  It  is  a  stream  of  considerable 
length,  and  is  very  sinuous  in  its  course,  and  much  resembles  at  a  common 
stage  of  water,  a  canal  obstructed  only  by  timber  and  snags,  which,  when 
removed,  and  in  some  places  straightened  by  opening  cut  offs  across  the 
points,  it  must  become  an  important  stream  for  navigation.  And  it 
seems  to  me  that  in  an  impartial  consideration  of  the  subject  of  making 
the  necessary  improvements,  the  burden  ought  not  to  rest  wholly  upon 
the  present  means  of  the  State,  ltis  known  that  at  the  present  time 
the  United  States  own  four-fifths  of  the  lands  contiguous  to  this  river; 
and  unless  the  navigation  is  improved  to  afford  facilities  for  transporting 
the  surplus  products  of  these  fertile  lands,  they  must  remain  for  a  long 
time  the  property  of  the  General  Government.  Would  it  not  be  good  pol- 
icy on  the  part  of  the  National  Government  to  donate  alternate  portions 
of  the  contiguous  vacant  lands  to  the  State,  to  aid  the  State  in  raising 
the  necessary  funds  to  extend  the  navigation  of  this  river?  The  example 
of  the  donation  for  a  like  purpose,  near  Chicago,  is  so  well  known  as  hav- 
ing produced  an  income  to  both  Governments,  that  it  is  only  necessary 
to  be  alluded  to,  to  make  it  manifest  in  this  case. 

To  ascertain  the  capacity  of  the  river,  at  the  point  of  commencing  my 
examinations,  I  took  a  survey  and  levelling  above  and  below  the  mill 
dam  opposite  Yandalia.  The  stage  of  water  at  the  time  (l3th  June, 
1838,)  was  about  eight  inches  above  the  lowest  known  water  mark.  The 
least  depth  of  water  in  the  channel  below  the  dam  was  four  feet  and 
four-tenths;  the  medium  width  of  the  surface  of  the  water  ninety-eight 
feet;  the  rise  from  low  to  high  watermarks  11.285  feet;  the  quantity  of 
water  discharged  per  hour,  1,847,799  cubic  feet. 

The  surveys  of  the  public  lands  afford  a  convenient  and  beautiful  ap- 
plication of  science  to  the  geography  of  the  country,  chequering  it  into 
sections  of  a  mile  square.  In  making  my  notes  and  estimates,  the  exam, 
inations  and  surveys,  I  was  governed  by  the  sectional  lines  through 
which  the  river  passes,  and  also  in  making  the  estimates  of  distance. 
These  river  estimates  of  distance  governed  the  estimates  of  cost  of  re- 
moving the  timber  and  snags,  and  the  cost  of  clearing  the  timber  along 
the  banks.  Should  it  be  deemed  expedient  at  any  future  time  to  put  the 
execution  of  the  proposed  improvements  under  contract  at  a  public  bid- 
ding, it  may  be  easily  divided  into  suitable  contract  sections  by  the  de- 
tails given  of  the  river  through  the  several  sections  of  the  public  surveys. 

It  will  appear  by  the  notes  and  estimates  herewith  returned,  that  the 
actual  distance  along  the  river,  as  unimproved,  from  the  mouth  up  toVan- 
dalia,  is  204  miles  and  70  chains;  and  that,  when  improved  as  pro;  osed, 
the  distance  will  be  lessened  24  miles  and  20  chains  by  means  of  cut-offs, 
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making  the  distance,  when  improved  from  Vandalia  to  the  mouth,  180 
miles  and  50  chains. 

The  notes,  estimates,  and  profiles  exhibit  the  following  estimated  cost: 
For  removing  logs,  &c,  in  the  river  -         -         -         $7,734  77 

clearing  of  river  banks 7,792  02 

removing  the  timber  of  two  rafts  ...  400  00 

clearing  sand  islands,  willow  points  and  clearing 

timber  from  cut-offs 1,150,  00 

making  brush  dams  796  00 

excavating  cut-offs         -         -         -        --<•     -         -  1,564  00 


Total $19,536  79 

These  estimates  of  cost  were  made  with  the  understanding  that  the 
work  was  not  to  be  executed  by  contract,  but  that  it  would  be  done 
under  the  immediate  direction  of  a  superintendent  cr  agent.  The  rea- 
sons which  influenced  that  understanding  are,  that  it  will  require  an  out- 
fit for  a  snagboat,  suitably  constructed  for  that  purpose,  with  the  neces- 
sary tackle  and  apparatus  for  removing  the  logs  and  snags  in  the  bed  of 
the  river,  which  would  cost  more  than  it  is  probable  a  contractor  would 
be  likely  to  incur,  unless  he  undertook  the  whole,  or  a  major  part  of  the 
work — and  it  would  be  difficult  so  to  define  the  work  in  a  manner  that  an 
undertaker  could  form  any  correct  estimate  how  to  bid,  or  be  bound 
to  the  performance  of  it  in  the  way  it  would  be  required  to  be  done  by 
an  inspecting  engineer;  and  that  it  would  require  the  constant  attention 
of  an  engineer  and  assistant  superintendents  during  the  whole  time  of 
performing  the  work,  to  direct  the  manner,  and  see  that  the  work  was 
effectually  executed,  which  could  not  be  specified  understandingly  on 
paper.  Taking  this  view  of  the  mode  of  executing  the  work,  the  addi- 
tional expense  of  the  boat,  apparatus,  and  requisite  tools;  and  also  adding 
some  additional  cost  which  will  have  to  be  made  for  sluices  and  wing- 
dams  to  concentrate  the  water  in  a  few  places  into  a  main  channel, 
which  a  rise  in  the  river  at  the  time  of  making  the  examination  preven- 
ted us  from  laying  off  and  making  an  estimate  for — it  is  probable  that 
the  whole,  exclusive  of  locks  and  dams  for  slack-water,  will  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

The  best  plan,  therefore,  that  I  feel  safe  in  recommending  to  you 
for  executing  that  work,  is  to  procure  a  suitable  snagboat,  with  the  ne- 
cessary tackle,  tools  and  implements  and  employ  about  forty  suitable 
laborers,  under  the  charge  of  a  superintending  engineer,  with  two  expe- 
rienced superintendents  of  the  work,  and  furnishing  the  necessary  sub- 
sistence. A  part  of  these  laborers  to  be  engaged  in  cutting,  sawing, and 
removing  the  trees  and  snags  in  the  river,  and  the  rest  in  chopping  down 
and  cutting  off  into  short  lengths  all  such  trees  and  brush  as  hang  over 
the  river;  and  cutting  away  all  roots,  stumps,  and  other  things  likely  to 
stop  or  arrest  floating  timber,  and  prevent  the  formation  of  drifts  or 
rafts;  grubbing  up  the  willows  and  shrubbery  on  the  islands,  and,  as  far 
as  may  be  deemed  necessary,  remove  every  thing  that  would  be  con- 
sidered likely  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  navigating  vessels;  and  remov- 
ing such  trees  as  are  likely  to  wash  down  and  fall  into  the  river  on  each 
bank ;  and  excavating  the  earth  to  make  the  cut-offs  across  the  points  and 
bends  referred  to  in  the  notes. 
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When  the  river  is  cleared  in  the  manner  suggested,  and  the  cut-offs 
made,  no  reason  can  be  perceived  why  this  river  may  not  be  safely  nav- 
igated as  far  up  as  Vandalia  by  steamboats, drawing  not  more  than  three 
feet  of  water,  at  least  six  months  in  a  year;  and  flat  and  keels,  drawing 
not  more  than  that  depth  of  water,  might  pass  nine  months  in  a  year.  I 
am  certain  that  such  might  have  been  the  case  for  the  last  four  or  five 
years,  had  the  river  been  improved  as  now  proposed:  and  it  is  believed  that 
the  river  may  be  farther  improved  so  as  to  make  it  navigable  for  keel  and 
flat  boats  up  to  Sheibyville  and  above;  and,  indeed  it  has  been  remark- 
ed by  many  intelligent  persons,  that  the  quantity  of  water  in  this  river 
has  greatly  increased  since  their  knowledge  of  it;  and  they  attribute  it  to 
the  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  lands,  which  opinion  is  not  confined 
to  this  river,  but  that  it  has  become  notoriously  so  with  many  other  water 
courses  in  the  western  country  since  its  first  settlement  and  cultivation. 

Whatever  surplus  of  the  present  appropriation  may  be  left  in  improv- 
ing the  river  below  Vandalia,  can  be  applied  in  improving  the  river 
above,  as  far  as  it  is  susceptible,  and  the  surplus  funds  appropriated  may 
afford  the  means.  This  may  be  greatly  facilitated  by  having  the  snag- 
boat  and  materials  on  hand  with  which  to  prosecute  it. 

The  best  season  for  prosecuting  the  proposed  improvements,  is  from 
the  1st  of  September  unil  the  setting  in  of  winier.  During  the  winter 
season,  little  could  probably  be  done,  as  the  days  are  short — the  proba- 
bility that  the  river  will  be  frozen  over,  and  the  weather  too  uncertain  to 
keep  laborers  on  wages  to  any  advantage;  and  in  the  spring  season,  the 
frequent  high  rises  would  overwhelm  the  timber  lying  in  the  river,  and 
inundate  the  shores  so  that  all  operations  would  be  very  liable  to  be  re- 
peatedly suspended  until  after  the  spring  and  summer  floods  subside. 
Should  the  plan  of  operations  herein  recommended  meet  with  your  ap- 
probation, it  would  be  proper  to  draw  out  a  plan  and  estimates  for  the 
boat  and  other  equipments  required,  as  early  as  practicable,  as  the 
proper  season  for  operations  is  fast  approaching. 

I  would  here  remark,  and  recommend,  that  steamboats  intended  to 
navigate  this  river  should  be  so  constructed  as  not  to  exceed  100  feet  in 
length,  and  built  considerably  flat-bottomed,  with  a  stern  wheel  in  a 
recess.  Such  a  boat  would  not  probably  exceed  three  and  a  half  or  four 
feet  hold,  and  when  loaded  with  sixty  tons  of  freight,  would  not  draw 
more  than  three  feet  of  water.  There  are  a  great  many  short  bends  in 
the  river,  where  it  would  be  difficult  for  a  boat  differently  constructed, 
when  running  fast,  to  turn  round  the  bends  without  running  against  the 
banks.  The  greatest  danger  which  I  apprehend  in  navigating  this  river 
would  be  in  time  of  high  water.  The  water  then,  in  many  places, 
runs'  over  the  banks  and  through  the  timber,  and  across  the  bends,  and 
it  would  then  be  difficult  to  prevent  a  boat  from  being  drawn  by  the  cur- 
rent over  the  bank  into  the  woods. 

In  regard  to  the  improvement  of  the  river  by  means  of  slack-water 
dams,  and  procuring  themost  useful  amount  of  water  power  to  be  crea- 
ted or  rendered  thereby  to  the  State  use,  and  the  subject  of  mill-dams, 
bridges  and  viaducts,  I  refer  you  to  the  remarks  and  recommendations 
in  the  appenpix  to  the  notes  and  estimates  herewith  submitted,  consid- 
ering any  remarks  upon  these  subjects,   under  present  circumstances,  to 


be  of  a  confidential  character,  and  ought  not  to  form  a  part  of  this  gene- 
ral report. 

Among  the  many  great  advantages  likely  to  be  gained  by  the  improve- 
ment of  this  river,  there  are  two  worthy  of  remark:  1st.  It  will  cheapen 
and  facilitate  the  exports  and  imports  of  the  people  composing  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  the  interior  part  of  the  State.  2d.  It  will  bring  into  use 
and  market  large  quantities  of  valuable  timber  which  it  would  otherwise 
be  difficult  to  get  at. 

It  is  a  fact,  generally  admitted  in  the  construction  of  works  of  internal 
improvement,  that  railroads  and  turnpikes  afford  the  greatest  facilities  for 
rapid  I  ravel,  and  are  best  calculated  for  the  transportation  of  light  articles 
of  commerce;  and  that  sea,  river,  and  canal  transportation  is  cheaper, 
and  best  calculated  for  the  transportation  of  heavy  articles  of  commerce. 

The  greatest  portion  of  exports  and  imports  carried  on  by  the  people 
residing  on  the  waters  of  the  Kaskaskia  river,  is  to  and  from  St. Louis, 
Alton,  and  Chester.  The  price  which  merchants  have  to  pay  for  wag- 
onage  from  the  Mississippi  to  Vandaliaand  Shelbyville,  is  from  one  dol- 
lar to  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  pounds,  or  from  twenty  to 
thirty  dollars  a  ton.  At  Carlyle,  and  vicinity,  the  price  is  about  fifteen 
dollars  a  ton;  and  the  other  towns  further  down  the  river  have  to  pay  in 
proportion  to  the  relative  distance  they  aie  from  the  Mississippi.  The 
distance  from  Vandalia  to  St.  Louis  is  seventy  miles.  A  keelboat,  loaded 
with  thirty  tons  of  freight,  could  be  propelled  from  Kaskaskia  or  Chester 
to  Vandalia,  by  twelve  hands,  in  ten  days;  these  hands,  including  pro- 
visions, would  cost  about  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  a  day  each,  making 
fifteen  dollars  a  day  expense  for  ten  hands,  equal  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  for  the  voyage.  Now,  at  the  above  rate  of  wagonage,  this 
freight  would  amount  to  six  hundred  dollars,  at  least.  A  steamboat  could 
afford  to  do  it  lor  much  less  than  a  keelboat;  consequently,  it  is  evident 
thai  all  the  heavy  exports  of  produce  would  be  carried  on  by  the  river, 
in  steam,  keel,  or  flatboats,  and  all  the  imports  of  groceries,  salt,  iron, 
&c,  for  the  common  consumption  of  the  country,  would  be  taken  up  by 
steam  and  keel  boats,  making  a  good  profit  on  their  voyages,  vastly  under 
the  charges  of  wagonage,  And  the  great  abundance  of  timber  would 
form  an  important  article  for  consumption,  as  well  to  the  contiguous 
prairies  as  for  rafting  to  the  waters  below,  where  it  would  command  a 
price  and  profit  worthy  of  the  enterprize  of  the  people. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
v  «  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
WM.  C.  GREENUP, 
Principal  Assistant  Engineer,  Kaskaskia  River  Improvement. 


My  views  accord  with  thosG  in  the  above  report,  in  regard  to  the  prac- 
ticability of  the  improvement,  and  the  great  advantages  that  will  result 
from  the  same. 

Respectfully, 

SAMUEL  BROOKE,  Jr. 
Assistant  Engineer  Kaskaskia  River  Improvement. 


Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Belleville,  July  24,  1838. 

Col.  Wm.  C.Greendp, 

Sir:  Your  report  has  been  received,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  I 
take  this  occasion  to  express  to  you,  and  those  who  accompanied  you  in 
the  performance  of  the  work  in  the  survey  of  the  Kaskaskia  river,  my 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  despatch  with  which  the  same  was  performed, 
and  the  ability  and  satisfactory  manner  in  which  your  report  explains 
the  utility  and  practicability  with  which  the  navigation  of  the  said  river 
can  be  improved  to  the  great  advantage,  especially  of  the  citizens  of 
Randolph,  St.  Clair,  Washington,  Clinton,  Fayette,  and  Shelby  counties; 
the  good  citizens  of  which  cannot  fail  to  be  much  gratified  to  learn  that 
the  time  is  fast  approaching  wrhen  keel,  flat,  and  steamboats  will  be  laden 
and  unladen,  both  with  the  exports  of  their  produce  and  the  imports  of 
commodities  in  exchange  for  the  same,  at  the  very  doorof  many  of  their 
houses,  and  the  villages  which  are  and  naturally  will  be  stationed  upon 
the  banks  of  that  ancient  rivei^  which  has  been  so  much  overlooked  by 
emigrants,  and  misrepresented  (as  to  its  navigation)  by  those  whose  pre- 
tensions to  science  were  worthy  of  more  correct  views. 

Your  plan  for  improving  the  said  river  by  superintendents,  under  the 
direction  of  a  skilful  engineer,  meets  my  approbation,  and  will  (baring 
accidents,  if  the  stage  of  the  water  will  permit)  be  put  in  operation  by 
the  first  of  September. 

With  sentiments  of  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  KINNEY, 
Acting  Commissioner  Second  Judicial  Circuit. 

P.  S. — I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  time  will  yet  come  when  this  sub- 
ject will  be  placed  in  its  proper  light,  in  the  halls  of  Congress,  to  that 
most  honorable  and  enlightened  body  in  the  world,  in  a  manner  in  which 
they  will  see  the  propriety,  and  have  the  magnanimity  to  grant  to  this 
State,  either  by  donation  of  lands,  or  otherwise,  an  assistance  for  the  im- 
provement of  that  river,  which,  as  I  have  before  stated,  was  named  after 
one  of  the  "most  patriotic  and  peaceful  tribes  of  Indians,  perhaps,  that 
ever  lived  west  of  the  Allegheny  mountains;"  of  which  the  celebrated, 
talented,  and  great  chief  (Baptiste  Du  Coigne)  named  a  son  after  Thomas 
Jefferson,  as  an  evidence  of  his  respect  for  the  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment. W.  K. 


No.  5. 
Copy  of  a  letter  written  to  each  of  the  members   in  Congress  from  this  State. 

Belleville,  January  20,  183S. 
Sir:  By  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  at  their  last  meet- 
ing, I  am  requested  and  authorized  to  open  a  correspondence  with  our 
members  in  Congress,  in  respect  to  obtaining  the  passage  of  a  law  by 
that  honorable  body,  to  allow  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  have  rail- 
road iron  for  the  internal  improvement  system  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
imported  free  of  duty.  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  subject;  and  notwithstanding  there  may  be  a  general  law  now  on 
that  subject,  as  some  say  there  is,  yet  you  will  see  the  propriety  of  a  spe- 
cial law  for  our  State,  as  our  system  of  improvements  is  organized  in  a 
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manner  to  warrant  safety  to  the  Government,  and  put  beyond  doubt  the 
purposes  for  which  said  iron  would  be  imported  by  an  agent  of  the  Board, 
or  on  which  a  drawback  would  be  allowed,  if  purchased  in  the  United 
States,  and  thereby  save  the  trouble  of  a  compliance  with  the  formalities 
that  are  generally  thrown  round  a  general  law  on  such  subjects,  to 
guard  against  individual  or  company  irresponsibilities. 

Any  information,  therefore,  as  to  the  practicability  and  possibility,  in 
your  opinion,  of  the  prospect  of  the  passage  of  such  a  law,  will  be  more 
than  thankfully  received,  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  KINNEY, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 


,  y  No.  6. 

Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Belleville,  March  1,  1838. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  5th  ultimo,  enclosing  me  a  section  of  the 
law  in  relation  to  the  importation  of  railroad  iron,  has  been  received, 
and  the  said  section  carefully  examined.  As  our  svstem  of  improve- 
ments adopted  by  the  State  is  large  and  spacious,  and  will  no  doubt  be 
carried  into  successful  operation  in  due  time,  and  as  no  doubt  can  be  en- 
tertained of  the  full  faith  and  intention  of  the  State  to  use  the  iron  im- 
ported under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  said  road 
purposes,  it  would  therefore  still  appear  to  me  that  a  special  law  of  Con- 
gress, allowing  an  agent  of  the  Board  liberty  to  purchase  or  import  all 
iron  free  of  duty,  intended  as  aforesaid,  would  be  nothing  more  than 
reasonable,  and  a  saving  of  considerable  trouble  to  the  Board,  or  agent, 
which  they  would  be  put  to  by  a  compliance  with  the  formalities  of  the 
law  as  it  now  exists;  and  also  the  lying  out  of  the  use  of  the  money  paid 
until  the  iron  was  actually  laid  down  on  the  rails.  Certainly  that  en- 
lightened and  most  honorable  body,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
cannot,  or  at  least  would  not,  if  respectfully  applied  to,  refuse  to  give 
some  special  encouragement  to  a  young  and  patriotic  State,  which,  like 
the  State  of  Illinois,  has,  in  a  bold  and  enterprising  manner,  stepped  for- 
-ward  to  establish  a  system  of  internal  improvements,  which,  if  carried 
out  to  the  full  extent  of  the  suitableness  of  such  a  system  to  the  nature 
of  her  soil  and  geographical  situation,  will  not  only  be  a  credit  to  the 
nation  to  which  she  is  a  birth  child,  but  also  cause  her  to  shine  as  the 
morning  star  amongst  her  sisters  in  the  far  west. 

With  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  KINNEY, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 
Hon.  J.  M.  Robinson. 


No.  7. 
Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Belleville,  February,  1838. 
Dear  Sir:  As  Illinois  has,  at  her  last  regular  session,  established,  per- 
haps, one  of  the  grandest  and  most  splendid  schemes  of  internal  improve- 
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ments  ever  adopted  by  any  State,  and  which  is  well  suited  to  her 
locality,  agricultural  advantages,  and  the  commercial  necessities  of  the 
country,  I  would  therefore  suggest  the  propriety  of  the  members  in  Con- 
gress from  this  State  asking,  from  the  General  Government,  a  donation 
on  each  alternate  section  of  ihe  undisposed  lands  along  all  the  project- 
ed improvements  aforesaid;  not  only  tor  the  benefit  of  the  State,  but  to 
facilitate  the  sale  of  the  Government  lands  lying  in  the  vicinity  of  said 
projected  improvements,  both  of  rivers  and  railroads,  and  particularly  to 
aid  in  the  completion  of  the  great  Central  railroad,  commencing  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio  river  and  connecting  with  the  Michigan  and  Illinois 
canal.  Such  a  donation  would  be  carrying  out,  to  perfection,  the  same 
principle  of  national  policy  that  actuated  them  to  grant  certain  lands  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  said  canal,  as  the  railroad  connected  with  the 
same  will  open  a  grand  chain  of  intercourse,  in  a  commercial,  agricul- 
tural and  military  point  of  view,  with  the  northern,  southern,  eastern  and 
western  States.  To  such  an  improvement  as  that,  the  utility  of  which 
needs  no  comment,  certainly  no  member  of  Congress  could  object,  or 
refuse  the  aid  of  the  General  Government  in  carrying  it  out.  It  is  use- 
less, I  presume,  to  say  that  Illinois  is  naturally  destined  to  be  the  garden 
spot  of  the  world,  as  respects  agricultural  pursuits.  Her  soil  is  alluvial, 
and  groaning  to  be  delivered,  by  the  hand  of  the  industrious  agriculturist, 
of  the  immense  wealth  which  it  contains.  She  is  a  railway  by  nature, 
at  least  so  far  finished  as  a  wagon  wheel  would  be  lacking  only  the  tire, 
comparatively  speaking,  with  other  countries  where  railroads  have  been 
and  are  yet  intended  to  be  successfully  and  usefully  constructed.  What 
objection  can  the  General  Government  have  to  give  aid  to  such 
a  system  of  internal  improvements  as  Illinois  has  adopted,  so  suited  to 
her  in  every  point  of  view,  and  which,  if  successfully  carried  out,  will 
place  the  whole  system  of  national,  agricultural,  and  military  operations 
before  the  eyes  of  the  world,  in  the  attitude  and  beauty  in  which  a  lovely 
belle  would  appear  before  a  large  mirror.? 

It  would  appear  to  me  that  all  that  is  wanting  to  obtain  aid  in  the 
accomplishment  of  such  a  desirable  object,  both  for  the  nation  and  this 
State,  is  to  make  an  effort.  A  moment's  reflection,  by  that  most  honora- 
ble body  (of  all  national  councils)  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  U.  States,  is  only  required  to  push  the  projected  improv<  ment, 
particularly  that  of  the  Central  railroad,  into  complete  operation;  (the  ac- 
complishment of  which  will  make  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
accessible  at  all  seasons  of  the  year;)  by  which  means  the  whole  products 
for  exportation  can  and  will  De  thrown  into  market  and  scattered  to 
the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  without  being  subject,  as  is  frequently 
the  case,  to  meet  the  competition  of  other  States  at  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, which  have  been  prevented  in  the  forwarding  of  their  exports, 
either  from  the  want  of  water  or  by  being  retarded  by  ice. 

Your  early  attention  to  this  subject  will  be  well  received  by  the  Board 
of  Public  Works,  and  no  doubt  by  the  whole  community  which  you  rep- 
resent, and  more  particularly  by  your  correspondent  and 
Humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  KINNEY, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 
Hon.  A.   W.  Snyder. 
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AN  ABSTRACT  of  the  contracts  let  on  the,  Western  Division  of  the   Great 

river,  and  the  east 


Length 
in  miles. 

Contractor's  names. 

Date  of 

contract. 

West  from  Belleville. 

Section  No.  1        - 

2.00 

Hugh  Duffy, 

Same 

Aug.  28, 1837 

Bridging  over  Richland  creek      - 

. 

Oct.  5,     1837 

Section  No.  2 

4.00 

Patrick  Ryan 

Feb. 19,  1838 

«     No.  3        - 

2.00 

John  Thomas,  jr., 

Aug.  28. 1837 

American    I  £°-J            \ 
Bottom       }No6 

2.00 

Winstanly  &  Duffy, 

^    do'. 

2.00 

John  Thomas,  jr., 

do. 

2.50 

Winstanly  &  Duffy, 

do. 

East  from  Belleville. 

Section  No.  1 

2.00 

Dunn,  Dwin  &Co., 

Feb. 19,1838 

"    No.  2 

2.00 

Same 

do. 

"    No.  3 

2.00 

M'Cormick  &  Breman, 

do. 

"    No.  4 

2.00 

Same 

do. 

»     No.S 

2.00 

John  Thomas  &  Co. 

do. 

"    No.  6,  Silver  creek  bottom 

1.00 

Same 

Oct.  15,1837 

"     No.  7,  Silver  creek  bridge 

- 

Same 

do. 

"     No.  8,  Lebanon 

2.00 

Same 

Feb. 19, 1838 

East  from  Lebanon. 

Section  No.  1         - 

6.00 

Mullegan  &  Co. 

Aug.  16,1838 

"     No.  2 

4.00 

Dunn  &  Co., 

do. 

Sugar  creek  bottom 

2.00 

Same 

Feb.  19,  1838 

Sugar  creek  bridge 

- 

John  Thomas,  jr., 

Oct.  23,  1838 

Section  No.  3 

7.00 

Dunn  &Co., 

do. 

Shoal  creek  section 

1.00 

Baine  &  Wadkins, 

Feb.  19, 1838 

Section  No.  4,  Shoal  creek  bridge 

_ 

Ferdinand  Baine, 

Oct.  23,  1838 

"     No.  5 

4.00 

M'Cormick  &Co., 

Aug.  16, 1838 

"    No.  6        - 

4.00 

Same 

do. 

Beaver  creek  section 

1.00 

Isaac  Demint, 

Aug.  28, 1837 

Cavlyle  section      - 

1.00 

Groves  &  Schaffer, 

Feb.  19,  1838 

Kaskaskia,  bottom 

1.00 

Same 

do. 

Sections  No.  7  &.  8,  Grand  Prairie 

21.00 

Ferdinand  Baine, 

Oct.  23,  1838 

"      No.  9,  10,  11,12,  13,  &  14 

14.00 

Fitch,  Case  &  Co., 

Aug.  16,  1838 

Dum's  creek  section 

1.00 

Albright  &  Rodgers, 

Oct.    7,  1837 

Whole  length  of  Mail  Route 

152 
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Western  Mail  Route,  between  Illinois  town,  on  the  left  bank  of  the   Mississippi 
line  of  Marion  count]/. 


Engineer's 

Amount  of  work 

Probable  amount 

Amount  of  per 

estimate. 

actually  done  to 
December,  1838. 

of  work    to    be 
executed. 

centage  paid. 

1  $2,350  45 

$5,876  60 

$5,876  60 

(  Finished  and 
(     recorded 

'    2,698  08 

5,050  85 

- 

5,050  85 

do. 

3,473  37 

See  section  5 

- 

See  section  5 

do. 

14,470  00 

2,251  80 

$14,000  00 

1,688  85 

2,050  00 

5,498  10 

- 

5,498  10 

Finished  and  re- 

10,478 00 

3,820  90 

- 

2,865  70 

corded 

3,182  81 
1,448  61 

I     7,378  93 

6,903  00 

1,131  17 
2,008  64 

I     4,789  00 

_ 

4,345  12 

1,530  88 

2,070  86 

- 

2,070  86 

Finished  and  re- 

4,549 75 

6,642  00 

corded. 

856  00 

1,000  00 

430  05 

1.640  80 

Commenced 

2^010  84 

Commenced 

3,594  00 

2,125  00 

_ 

1,700  00 

1,700  00 

1,476  00 

Commenced 

1,965  11 

3,308  34 

_ 

3,308  34 

Finished  and  re- 

3,512 00 

Commenced 

corded. 

1,782  80 

do. 

831  64 

do. 

1,756  00 

3,408  47 

- 

3,408  47 

Finished  and  re 

I     4,000  00 
2,864  60 

3,501  69 

- 

2,636  20 

corded. 

Commenced 

8,616  40 

Commenced 

- 

1,051  70 

- 

1,051  70 

Finished  and  re- 
corded. 

$85,466  60 

Report  of  Edward  Smith.   Principal  Engineer  of  the  Southern  District. 

Vamdalia,   December  3,  1 838. 

To  the  Hon.  William  Kinney, 

President  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Works. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Board  of  Public  Works  the 
following  report,  in  relation  to  the  several  public  works  in  the  southern 
engineering  district,  showing  their  situation  and  progress  up  to  this  date. 

Southern  Cross  Railroad,  from  Alton  to  Mount  Carmel. 

The  graduation  of  the  road-bed  of  the  western  and  eastern  divisions 
of  this  work,  which  was  placed  under  contract  in  the  months  of  Febru- 
ary and  March  last,  has  been  efficiently  prosecuted,  in  the  general, 
and  is  in  a  state  of  forwardness  that  gives  a  reasonable  assurance  of  the 
final  completion  of  this  part  of  the  work  within  the  time  limited  in  the 
contracts.  The  jobs  recently  let  at  the  crossing  of  the  Kaskaskia  river, 
at  Carlylc,.and  at  the  crossing  of  the  Little  Wabash  river,  in  Wayne 
county,  have  been  efficiently  commenced  by  the  contractors. 

The  contractor  to  whom  was  let  the  job  of  delivering  the  timber  for 
the  superstructure  of  the  railway  on  the  eastern  divisicn,  commenced  his 
contract  indue  time,  but  has  been  unfortunately  retarded  in  his  opera- 
tions in  consequence  of  the  unusual  drought  which  prevailed  during  the 
past  season.  A  steam-engine,  purchased  in  Ohio  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  "a  saw-mill,  could  not  be  shipped  to  its  place  of  destination,  and 
the  water-mills  upon  which  he  relied  for  a  portion  of  his  supply  of  tim- 
ber have  been  unable  to  operate.  The  hope  is  entertained  that,  so  soon 
as  these  unavoidable  causes,  which  he  alleges  have  delayed  his  opera- 
tions, are  removed,  his  assurances,  still  to  complete  his  contract  within 
the  time  limited,  will  be  fully  redeemed. 

The  new  contractor  to  whom  was  relet  the  superstructure  of  the 
railway  on  the  western  division,  in  the  month  of  October  last,  has  made 
arrangements  to  carry  his  job  efficiently  forward,  and  the  utmost  confi- 
dence is  felt  that  he  will  give  satisfaction  to  the  Board,  and  to  the  com- 
munity interested  in  the  work. 

The  situation  and  progress  of  the  several  contracts  are  exhibited  in 
detail  in  the  tabular  statements  prepared  for  the  purpose,  and  herewith 
submitted.  .  ■     . 

The  detailed  reports,  estimates,  and  drawings  upon  which  the  several 
lettincs  have  been  had,  and  heretofore  attested  and  filed,  are  respectfully- 
referred  to  as  exhibiting  a  full  and  minute    description  of  these  portions 

of  the  line.  -,.',.  , 

The  maps  and  profiles  of  the  remaining  portions  of  this  line,  explana- 
tory of  the  experimental  surveys,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Belleville  and 
Lebanon  Branch  railroad,  are  herewith  submitted. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  examinations  and  surveys  of  this  road, 
from  the  Wabash  westerly,  were  made  in  reference  to  a  grade  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty  feet   to  the  mile,  and  the  residue  of  the  line,  including 
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the  Branch  road,  in  reference  to  a  grade  within  forty  feet.  By  a  subse- 
quent order  of  the  Board,  tuis  original  restriction  was  removed,  and  by 
adopting  a  grade  above  forty  feet,  but  within  admissible  limits,  at  a  few- 
points  where  increased  difficulties  are  presented,  the  original  experi- 
mental lines  will  be  greatly  improved  in  point  of  distance,  curvatures, 
and  cost,  without  affecting  the  general  utility  of  the  road.  The  totak 
length  of  the  experimental  line,  from  the  bank  of  the  Wabash  co  the 
bank  of  the  Mississippi  rivers,  is  153  miles;  but  it  is  found  that,  by  re- 
sorting to  the  modification  in  the  grade  above  suggested,  this  distance 
can  be  reduced  within  147  miles.  The  greatest  elevation  overcome  13 
220  feet  above  high  water  mark  of  the  Great  Wabash  river,  at  the  foot 
of  the  Grand  Rapids,  and  ~!0?>  feet  above  high  water  mark  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, at  the  city  of  Alton.  This  maximum  elevation  of  country  occurs 
on  the  dividing  ridge  between  the  waters  of  the  Wabash  and  Kaskaskia 
rivers,  in  the  county  of  Marion;  and  nearly  the  same  elevation  presents 
itself  on  the  western  extremity  of  the  valley  of  the  Kaskaskia,  near  the 
town  of  Edwardsville.  The  drainage  of  the  whole  State  is  intersected 
by  this  line  of  road  nearly  at  right  angles,  and  the  profile  will  be  found 
useful  to  the  intelligent  settler  in  seeking  for  a  home  on  the  lands  of  the 
General  Government  in  that  section  of  the  State,  should  it  be  thought 
that  the  health  of  countries  is  governed  by  comparative  elevation. 

The  river  sections  of  this  work  between  the  city  of  Alton  and  Ed- 
wardsville— between  Mount  Carmcl  and  Albion — and  at  the  crossings  of 
the  Little  Wabash  and  Kaskaskia  rivers,  now  under  contract,  embrace 
the  heaviest  and  most  expensive  portions  of  the  road.  It  will  be  seen 
by  the  map,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  residue  of  the  line  traverses  an 
open  prairie  country,  and  its  topography  presents  no  extraordinary  diffi- 
culty to  the  most  economical  construction  of  the  road-bed.  The  aver- 
age cost  of  the  whole  line,  estimated  upon  data  derived  from  the  actual 
lettings  and  prosecution  of  the  present  contracts,  and  upon  the  present 
price  of  labor  and  provisions,  is  $8,200,  per  mile  for  the  main  line.  The 
Belleville  and  Lebanon  Branch  road  presenting  less  difficulties  than  the 
main  line,  is  estimated,  upon  the  ^same  data,  at  $7,000  per  mile.  Its  total 
length  from  the  town  of  Belleville  to  its  intersection  'with  the  main  line, 
near  Highland,  is  ?3|  miles. 

As  capital  becomes  invested  in  the  country  and  mills  erected,  the 
facilities  of  furnishing  the  timber  for  the  superstructure  of  the  railways 
and  bridges  will  be  greatly  increased,  and  must  materially  reduce  the 
cost  of  this  part  of  the  work.  The  supply  of  timber  from  the  rivers 
where  the  road  is  commenced,  and  which  it  crosses  in  its  route,  may  be 
considered  inexhaustible;  and  when  the  machinery  for  its  manufacture 
shall  have  been  provided  at  those  points,  its  cost  must  be  lessenec  to  an 
amount  at  least  equivalent  to  the  expense  of  transporting  it  on  the  rail- 
ways to  the  interior  of  the  State.  So  that  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that 
the  cost  of  construction,  as  now  estimated,  will  be  found  to  be  adequate 
and  sufficient  for  the  entire  extension  of  the  railways  throughout  the 
whole  line. 

Alton  and  Shawneetown  Railroad. 

The  contracts  for  grading  the  Shawneetown  division  of  this  road„ 
which  were  let  in  the  month  of  March  last,  have  been  efficiently  prose- 
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cutecLand  the  roads  will  no  doubt  be  ready  to  receive  the  railway  within 
the  time  prescribed  in  the  contracts.  The  contracts  for  furnishing  tim- 
ber for  the  superstructure  of  the  railway  and  bridges,  and  those  for  the 
erection  of  the  depot  buildings  at  Shawneetown  and  Equality,  let  at 
Shawneetown  in  September  last,  have  been  commenced,  and  the  con- 
tractors are  considered  highly  efficient  and  responsible.  The  prices  at 
which  the  work  on  this  road  has  been  taken  arc  lower,  in  the  general, 
than  those  of  any  other  works  in  this  district,  and  perhaps  in  the  State. 
This  is  to  be  accounted  for  from  the  superior  advantages,  which  exist 
at  this  well  known  and  important  emporium  on  the  Ohio  river,  in  ob- 
taining laborers  and  provisions;  and  it  affords  a  most  encouraging  induce- 
ment for  the  rapid  extension  of  the  work  into  the  interior  from  this  point. 
Added  to  the  above  advantages,  the  liberal  policy  pursued  by  those  hav- 
ing the  control  of  the  large  banking  capital  at  that  point  will,  at  all  times, 
enable  contractors  to  carry  on  their  works  with  efficiency,  certainty,  and 
economy,  and  at  the  same  time  advance  the  best  interests  of  the  State  in 
promoting  the  speedy  and  economical  construction  of  her  public  works. 

The  contracts,  embracing  the  graduation  of  three  miles  at  the  crossing 
of  Silver  creek,  in  St.  Clair  county,  which  were  let  at  Belleville  in  Octo- 
ber last,  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  responsible  contractors,  and  <  he  jobs 
have  been  efficiently  commenced.  The  tabular  statement,  herewith 
furnished,  will  exhibit  the  present  condition  of  these  contracts. 

The  experimental  survey  of  the  whole  line  from  Shawneetown  to  the 
intersection  of  the  Alton  and  Mount  Carmel  road  near  Edwardsville, 
was  made  during  the  last  season,  and  completed  in  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember, by  Mr.  Lathrope,  the  engineer  on  this  road.  Owing  to  the 
deceaseof  Mr.  Blanchard,  the  resident  engineer,  and  the  sickness  of  the 
assistants  on  the  line,  Mr.  Lathrope's  duties  have  been  greatly  augmented; 
and,  in  consequence,  his  report  of  this  survey  has  been  unavoidably 
delayed. 

The  distance  by  the  experimental  line,  from  Shawneetown  to  Ed- 
wardsville, is  147  miles.  As  the  general  character  of  the  country  is 
similar  to  that  on  the  route  of  the  Alton  and  Mount  Carmel  road,  the 
cost  of  its  construction  will  not  exceed  that  of  the  latter,  or  ^8,200 
per  mile.  The  report  of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  work  is  in  a 
course  of  preparation,  and  will  be  submitted  as  early  as  practicable. 

Alton,  Hillsborough  and  Shelbyvillk  Railroad. 

At  the  session  of  the  Board  in  the  month  of  June  last,  this  work  was 
transferred  from  the  western  to  the  southern  engineering  district.  At 
the  time  of  its  being  so  transferred,  the  examinations  and  experimental 
surveys  were  in  progress,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Hawn,  the  senior 
assistant  engineer  in  charge  of  the  work.  As  it  was  desirable  that  the 
portipn  of  this  work  then  ordered  to  be  placed  under  contract  should  be 
prepared  for  letting  at  the  earliest  day  possible,  Mr.  Hawn  was  forth- 
with instructed  to  suspend  the  experimental  surveys  east  of  Hillsborough, 
and  proceed  immediately  to  the  definite  location  of  the  western  division 
of  the  work,  and  to  prepare  the  same  for  letting.  The  topography  of 
the  country,  on  the  direct  line  between  Upper  Alton  and  Hillsoorough, 
presented  extraordinary  difficulties  to  the  location  of  a  useful  and  econom- 
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ical  railroad,  and  consequently  required  that  elaborate  and  skilful  ex- 
aminations should  be  made,  in  order  to  determine  on  the  most  judicious 
route  to  be  adopted. 

The  line  having  been  decided  on,  and  the  drawings  and  estimates 
prepared,  the  work  on  the  first  13  mi'es  from  the  city  of  Alton  was 
let  at  Belleville,  on  the  22d  of  October  last.  The  contractors,  without 
exception,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  are  considered  to  be  highly  responsi- 
ble, and  every  confidence  is  felt  that  the  work  will  be  energetically 
prosecuted. 

For  further  and  full  particulars  in  relation  to  this  portion  of  the  line, 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  able  and  comprehensive  report  of  Mr.  Hawn, 
and  the  accompanying  drawings  and  estimates  heretofore  filed. 

The  experimental  lines  have  subsequently  been  extended  to  Shelby- 
ville,  but  sufficient  time  has  not  elapsed  to  enable  the  engineer  to  pre- 
pare his  report,  to  lay  before  the  Board  at  their  present  meeting. 

Great  Western    Mail  Route,    between    Vincennes    and  St.  Louis. 

The  contracts  let  on  this  line  of  work  have,  with  few  exceptions, 
been  as  efficiently  prosecuted  during  the  past  season  as  existing  circum- 
stances would  admit.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  heaviest  and  most 
impoitant  jobs  on  this  road  occur  in  situations  attended  with  more  than 
ordinary  difficulties  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work;  and,  at  two  points 
at  least,  are  subject  to  periodical  inundation.  The  extreme  and  continu- 
ous high  waters  in  the  spring  and  early  part  of  summer  arrested  the 
progress  of  the  work  on  the  Purgatory  and  Little  Wabash  divisions:  and 
the  severe  sickness  at  these  points,  as  well  as  oh  the  American  Bottom 
division,  which  shortly  afterwards  prevailed,  tended  much  to  delay  and 
almost  to  prostrate  the  operations  of  the  contractors.  After  the  sick- 
ness had  subsided  in  the  fall,  the  contractors  at  the  two  former  points, 
and  mostly  on  the  whole  line,  excepting  on  the  American  Bottom,  made 
a  vigorous  resumption  of  the  work,  and  have,  for  the  most  part,  urged 
forward  their  respective  jobs  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  energy. 

The  tabular  statements  herewith  submitted  exhibit,  in  detail,  the  situ- 
ation and  progress  of  each  respective  contract  on  the  whole  line,  and  to 
which  I  respectfully  refer  for  further  information  in  relation  to  this 
work. 

The  experiment  so  far  made  in  prosecuting  the  work  at  the  Purgato- 
ry, Little  Wabash,  and  American  Bottom  divisions  of  this  road,  is  suffi- 
cient to  show  that  the  specific  appropriations  to  be  expended  on  these 
points  are  not  sufficient  to  complete  the  work  in  the  best  and  most  sub- 
stantial manner.  The  accumulated  travel  and  transportation  on  the 
American  Bottom  division,  which  is  now  immense,  and  which  must  rap- 
idly increase  with  the  growth  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  give  intimations, 
which  cannot  be  misunderstood,  that  the  best  interests  of  the  State,  as 
well  as  of  the  community  immediately  interested  in  the  work,  would  be 
best  consulted  by  making  this  portion  of  the  mail  route  a  road  of  the 
most  perfect  character.  The  same  remark  is  strictly  applicable  to  that 
portion  of  the  line  between  Lawrenceville  and  Vincennes,  commonly 
called  the  Purgatory  division.    It  is  therefore  to  he  hoped  that  the  Legis- 
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lature  may  be  induced  to  afford  the  means  of  making  the  three  important 
points  above  named  as  perfect  as  the  importance  of  the  road  demands. 
A  considerable  portion  of  thcTurgatory  division  of  the  road  is  subject 
to  inundation,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  Great  Wabash  river  over- 
flowing its  right  bank,  some  distance  above  the  road,  at  a  point  called 
Bellegrave,  and  discharging  a  considerable  portion  of  its  volume  of  water 
over  the  extended  low  prairie,  which  has  received  the  appellation  of 
"Purgatory  swamp."  For  a  considerable  time  during  the  freshets  of  the 
Wabash  river,  this  low  prairie  is  inundated  for  many  miles  in  extent,  and 
the  embankments  are  consequently  much  exposed,  for  weeks  together, 
to  the  wash  and  waves  of  this  wide  expanse  of  water.  In  order  to  make 
a  road  of  any  permanency,  the  embankments  must  be  protected  from 
this  annual  cause  of  injury  and  destruction;  which  will  very  materially 
increase  the  cost  of  the  work.  In  my  opinion,  the  best  mode  of  protect- 
ing this  work  would  be  to  construct  an  embankment  or  levee  at  Belle- 
grave,  and  exclude  the  river  from  the  prairie.  It  is  entirely  practicable 
to  effect  this  valuable  improvement  at  small  comparative  cost.  A  large 
tract  of  valuable  and  fertile  arable  land  would  be  reclaimed  by  it,  and 
the  health  of  the  country  greatly  improved.  As  much  of  this  land  now 
lies  unoccupied  and  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Government,  and  per- 
haps will  so  remain  until  this  improvement  is  made,  it  is  fair  to  presume 
that  proper  representations,  made  to  the  authorities  at  Washington,  of 
the  situation  of  these  lands,  would  induce  a  grant  of  at  least  a  portion  of 
them  to  the  State,  to  promote  this  very  desirable  object. 

Kaskaskia   River  Improvemknt. 

For  information  respecting  the  situation  and  progress  of  this  highly 
important  improvement,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  Board  to  the  full  and 
detailed  report  of  Col.  Greenup,  the  principal  assistant  engineer  on  the 
work,  who  has  been  specially  charged  with  the  operations  on  this  im- 
provement, under'  the  immediate  instructions  of  the  acting  Commissioner. 

Little  Wabash  River  Improvement. 

My  special  report  in  relation  to  this  improvement,  made  to  the  acting 
Commissioner  in  charge,  in  the  mouth  of  November,  is  respectfully  re- 
ferred to,  as  containing  all  the  information  in  regard  to  it,  which  was  in 
my  possession,  up  to  that  time.  Subsequent  to  the  date  of  that  report, 
and  up  to  the  present  time,  the  superintendent  on  the  river  charged 
with  the  removal  of  the  timber  obstructions,  has  been  successfully  ope- 
rating with  a  party  of  energetic  workmen;  and  if  the  river  should  keep 
down  at  its  present  stage  for  a  month  longer,  and  the  operations  are  not 
too  much  retarded  by  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  as  much  cutting 
and  clearing  will  have  been  done  as  it  might  be  prudent  to  do  in  any  one- 
season  of  low  water. 

The  superintendent  has  necessarily  been  made  the  disbursing  officer 
on  the  work,  and  he  is  now  present  at  Yandalia  for  the  purpose  of  exhib- 
iting his  accounts  for  disbursements,  and  having  them  passed  by  the 
acting  Commissions  ;  I,  therefore,  respectfully  refer  the  Board  to  the 
report  of  the  acting  Commissioner  for  all  information  in  regard  to  the 
expenditures  on  this  work. 
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Having  thus,  in  as  concise  a  manner  as  possible,  attempted  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  practicability,  probable  cost,  and  present  progress  of  the  pub- 
lic works  in  the  southern  engineering  district,  so  far  as  1  have  data  in  my 
possession,  I  will  beg  leave  to  submit  a  few  remarks  in  reference  to  their 
general  utility  and  probable  prospects  of  producing  a  revenue  to  the 
State. 

The  Southern  Cross  railroad,  from  Alton  to  Mount  Carmel  and  Shaw- 
neetown,  traverses  a  country  which  presents  a  peculiar  adaptation  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  certainly  calculated  to  sustain  a  very  dense 
population.  Deprived,  however,  as  it  is  by  nature,  of  those  natural  chan- 
nels of  communication  with  which  the  exterior  and  some  portions  of 
the  interior  of  the  State  are  so  bountifully  provided,  its  settlement  has. 
been  retarded,  and  the  advantages  of  its  soil,  its  climate,  and  its  valua- 
ble distribution  of  timber  and  prairie,  have  been,  heretofore,  measurably 
overlooked.  But  since  these  lines  of  communication  with  the  navigable 
borders  of  the  State  have  been  projected,  the  country  has  risen  in  public 
estimation,  and  immense  eutries  of  thepublic  lands,  by  emigrants  and 
actual  settlers,  are  rapidly  being  made.  To  show  that  these  results  are 
directly  attributable  to  the  prospect  of  these  lands  having  an  outlet  to 
market,  I  will  mention  one  fact  tending  to  prove  this  position.  It  is 
this — that  the  settlement  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  State,  and  par- 
ticularly the  entry  of  thepublic  lands,  are  made,  to  the  greatest  extent, 
along  our  navigable  rivers.  There  is  not  at  this  time,  as  lam  inform- 
ed, a  single  fraction  of  land  lying  vacant,  from  the  falls  of  the  Great  Wa- 
bash, to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  which  touches  those  streams;  and 
it  is  well  known  that  a  considerable  portion  of  the  lands  along  this  exten- 
sive river  fiont  is  subject  to  occasional  inundations  and  other  obvious 
disadvantages.  If,  then,  the  advantage  of  having  a  communication  to 
market  is  of  so  much  importance  to  these  lands,  what  may  we  not  anti- 
cipate frorr  those  artificial  lines  of  communication  which  afford  an  out- 
let for  the  produce  of  those  beautiful  and  healthy  prairies,  so  cligibh- 
interspersed  with  groves  of  timber,  and  which  hold  out  every  inducement 
for  their  settlement  by  the  industrious  and  intelligent  agriculturist?  From 
my  own  observations  during  the  last  two  years,  I  have  the  gratification 
to  believe,  that  the  settlements  along  and  contiguous  to  the  lines  of  these 
railroads  will  be  exceedingly  compact  in  a  very  short  period,  and  that 
an  immense  amount  of  the  heavy  staples  of  the  country — as  grain,  pork, 
and  tobacco,  which  will  not  now  bear  transportation,  on  common  roads, 
to  market — will  seek  that  market  through  these  channels  as  fast  as  they 
can  be  constructed.  In  addition  to  these  sources  of  revenue,  the  indis- 
pensable articles  of  consumption  will  be  transported  over  these  roads, 
from  their  emporiums  on  the  Ohio,  the.  Mississippi,  and  the  Wabash,  to 
supply  the  whole  interior.'  Another  source  of  immense  revenue  to  the 
State,  and  of  incalculable  benefit  to  the  citizens  throughout  the  interior, 
is  to  be  anticipated  from  the  transportation  of  the  salt  manufactured 
near,  and  which  must  pass  over  the  Shawneetown  and  Alton  railroad. 
This  source  of  business  for  this  road  alone,  and  disconnected  with  the 
immense  amount  of  agricultural  products  and  of  travel  which  must  pass 
over  it,  indicates,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  this  is  one  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  the  public  works,  both  in  point  of  productiveness  and  gen- 
eral utility. 
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The  Sou  thern  Cross  railroad  to  Mount  Carmel  having,  in  common 
with  the  Shawneetown  road,  the  cities  of  Alton  and  St.  Louis  as  one  of 
its  termini,  and  the  immense  water-power  at  its  junction  with  the  Wa- 
bash river,  cannot  fail  to  command  its  due  share  of  transportation  of  pro- 
duce and  merchandize.  In  addition  to  this.it  forms  a  part  of  a  projected 
chain  of  intercommunication  from  the  Mississippi  river,  via  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  If  the  amount  of  travel  and 
transportation  at  this  time,  (to  say  nothing  of  its  prospective  increase,) 
which  passes  hetvveen  the  cities  of  Louisville  and  St.  Louis,  and  via  St. 
Louis  to  the  upper  cities  and  towns  on  the  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and  Illi- 
nois, by  steamboats  and  otherwise,  and  which  this  overland  communica- 
tion must  come  into  fair  competition  for,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and 
engross  the  whole  of  it  during  low  water-and  ice,  be  taken  as  a  basis  of 
calculation,  no  one  will  pretend  to  doubt  that  this  road  will  be  largely 
productive  of  revenue.  The  connecting  link  in  Indiana,  i  15  miles  in 
length,  which  the  Mount  Carmel  and  New  Albany  Railroad  Company 
has  a  liberal  charter  to  construct  in  connection  with  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana, has,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  received  the  most  favorable  con- 
sideration of  that  body,  and  no  doubts  can  be  entertained  of  its  simulta- 
neous construction  with  the  road  in  Illinois.  At  a  point  seventeen  miles 
east  of  Mount  Carmel,  this  railroad  will  intersect  the  great  Central  ca- 
nal of  Indiana,  which  extends  from  Evansville  to  the  Maumee  bay,  on 
lake  Eric.  This  line  of  communication  to  the  lakes  and  New  York  is 
looked  to  with  increasing  interest  by  the  citizens  of  Louieville,  and  will 
no  doubt  be  duly  appreciated  by  the  citizens  of  southern  Illinois. 

The  Alton,  Hillsborough  and  Shelbyville  railroad  also  terminating, 
at  one  end  on  the  Mississippi  river,  at  the  city  of  Alton,  and  at  the  other 
at  Terre,  Haute,  Indiana,  and  traversing  a  country  which  is  not  surpassed 
in  the  whole  State  for  the  fertility  of  its  soil  and  salubrity  of  climate, 
must  be  regarded  as  an  improvement  of  great  productiveness.  At  Terre 
Haute,  it  connects  with  the  great  canal  system  of  Indiana,  extending 
directly  from  that  town  to  lake  Erie,  by  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal, 
and  by  the  Cross-cut  canal  from  Terre  Haute  to  the  great  Central  canal 
of  Indiana.  After  reaching  the  Central  canal,  a  direct  communication 
is  had  with  Louisville,  by  the  Mount  Carmel  and. New  Albany  railroad, 
with  Evansville,  on  the  Ohio  river,  and  with  lake  Erie,  by  the  Central 
canal.  With  these  facilities  of  finding  a  variety  of  markets  after  reach- 
ing Terre  Haute,  the  produce  of  Illinois  cannot  fail  to  be  thrown  upon 
this  important  road;  and  the  introduction  of  merchandize  from  Louisville 
and  the  lakes,  by  the  same  route,  will  form  another  important  item  of 
transportation  to  swell  the  revenue  of  this  work. 

It  is  also  worthy  of  remark  that  all  of  these  roads  in  the  southern  dis- 
trict, as  well  as  the  other  roads  in  the  system,  intersect  the  great  Central 
railroad  leading  to  the  mouth  ot  the  Ohio.  It  occurs  to  me  that  a  little 
refiectii  n  will  show  that,  in  consequence  of  this  direct  and  uninterrupted 
line  of  communication  with  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  and  thence  with  the 
southera  market,  the  revenue  to  be  derived  frorr  all  the  roads  in  the  State 
must  be  greatly  augmented;  for  as  th^  produce  from  every  quarter 
of  Illinois  can,  by  these  means  of  inland  communication,  be  sent  to  the 
southern  market,  when  the  exports  of  Indiana,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and 
Missouri  arc  locked  up  with  the  frosts  of  winter  or  the  droughts  of  sum- 
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mer,  (and  consequently  at  a  time  when  there  is  the  least  competition  in 
market,)  a  large  portion  of  our  exports,  which  would  otherwise, float 
upon  our  rivers,  will  be  thrown  upon  the  line  of  the  public  works. 
Hence  it  will  almost  universally  happen  that  the  interests  of  the  citizens 
will  be  best  promoted  by  promoting  the  interests  of  the  State,  in  giving 
their  business  of  transportation  to  her  public  works.  This  reciprocity 
of  interests  between  the  State  and  her  cilizens,  whilst  it  tends  to  augment 
the  business  on  the  works,  will  enable  the  State  to  keep  the  tolls  within 
reasonable  and  popular  limits,  as  they  will  always  bear  reduction  in 
proportion  to  the  amount  of  business  the  roads  perform.  Regarding  our 
system  of  railroads  in  this  point  of  view,  and  considering  them  as  forming 
great  and  important  mail  routes,  and  inducing,  by  their  greater  expedi- 
tion and  safety,  an  incalculable  amount  of  travel  as  well  as  transporta- 
tion, I  cannot  but  believe  that  they  will,  in  point  of  fiscal  importance, 
disappoint  their  most  sanguine  friends. 

All  are  free  to  admit  the  great  importance  of  improving  the  channels 
of  our  rivers,  and  I  have  ever  regretted  that  there  were  not  more  of  these 
important  lines  of  communication  embraced  in  our  system  of  internal 
improvements.  The  cheapness  with  which  the  products  of  the  interior 
can  be  transported  to  market  on  these  natural  channels  of  commerce, 
form  a  great  saving  to  the  producers  who  live  contiguous  to  them.  All 
the  rivers  and  their  tributaries  which  penetrate  the  interior  of  the  south- 
ern section  of  the  State  abound  with  timber,  of  the  finest  quality,  for  the 
construction  of  boats  suitable  for  che  descending  trade.  These  boats 
are  usually  built  by  the  farmer  with  the  force  employed  on  his  farm, 
and  being  loaded  and  ready  for  the  voyage,  are  sent  off' by  the  first  rise 
of  waters  in  the  spring,  that  he  may  return  in  time  to  put  in  his  crop. 
In  every  point  of  view,  casualties  and  delays  are  vastly  detrimental;  and 
having  necessarily  to  submit  to  the  disadvantage  of  going  to  a  glutted 
market,  it  seems  but  an  act  of  justice  for  the  State  to  remove,  as  far  as 
practicable,  all  obstacles  to  the  safety  and  expedition  of  the  voyage. 

There  are  many  of  the  rivers,  which  the  public  good  requires  should 
be  improved,  from  which  no  revenue  can  ever  be  expected.  But  the  sys- 
tem of  river  improvements  should,  in  a  fiscal  point  of  view,  be  regarded 
collectively.  If  the  rivers  in  the  southern  section  of  the  State  should  be 
taken  together,  the  profits  of  the  water-power,  on  a  few  of  them,  would 
he  amply  sufficient  to  remove  the  obstructions  in  all  the  residue.  Thus, 
the  water-power  at  the  rapids  of  the  Great  Wabash  river,  which  is  equiv- 
alent to  at  least  300  run  of  4i  feet  buhrs,  would,  at  the  rates  at  which 
these  privileges  are  rented  in  Indiana,  produce  an  annual  income  to  the 
States,  of  $45,000,  in  addition  to  the  tolls  received  for  the  transit  of  the 
immense  trade  of  that  river.  In  addition  to  this  river,  the  improvements 
on  the  Little  Wabash  will  afford  a  large  and  profitable  amount  of  water- 
power,  and  the  Kaskaskia  and  Big  Muddy  rivers  would  assist  in  swelling 
this  source  of  revenue.  Besides  the  direct  revenue  to  be  derived  from 
the  water  rents  and  tolls  themselves,  these  works  would  indirectly  tend 
to  augment  the  business  of  the  railways  leading  to  and  from  the  points 
where  these  water-powers  are  created. 

This  hasty  glance  at  the  river  improvements  *is  sufficient  to  show  that, 
taking  all  the  rivers    together   in  the   southern  district  of  the  State,  the 
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whole  could  be  improved,  and  collectively  made  to  produce  a  handsome 
profit  to  the  State.  So,  1  presame  it  will  be  found  in  other  sections  of 
the  State — as  the  Rock  river,  the  Kankakee,  the  Vermilions,  the  Fox 
river,  and  various  others,  would,  if  properly  improved,  produce  a  surplus 
of  revenue  that  would  be  sufficient  to  improve  all  the  rivers  in  their  res- 
pective districts  of  country,  from  which  no  profits  in  rents  or  tolls  could 
be  derived. 

As  it  is  the  peculiar  province  of  an  engineer  to  confine  himself  to  the. 
practicability  of  public  works,  and  leave  their  expediency  to  others,  1 
will  digrpss  no  further. 

On  retiring  from  my  connection  with  the  public  works,  permit  me  to 
tender  through  you,  to  the  Board,  my  sincere  acknowledgments  for  their 
confidence  and  kind  indulgence  extended  to  me  during  the  time  I  have 
had  the  honor  to  be  in  their  employment,  and  allow  me,  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  express  my  best  wishes  for  the  ultimate  success  of  our  system 
of  internal  improvements — a  system  of  State  policy  which,  I  have  ever 
firmly  belived,  is  calculated,  with  judicious  management,  to  place  Illin- 
ois, in  a  very  few  years,  on  a  fooi.ii.g  with  the  most  favored  State  of  this 
Union,  in  point  of  population,  intelligence,  enterprise,  and  substantial 
wealth. 

With  sentiments  of  high  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  SMITH, 
Principal  Engineer  of  the  Southern  Engineering  District. 


Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Belleville,  October  22,  1838. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  the  report  of  Mr.  Fred- 
erick Hawn,  senior  assistant  engineer  on  the  Alton  and  Shelbyville  rail- 
road, in  relation  to  the  preliminary  examinations  and  definite  locations 
of  the  western  division  of  that  line  of  work. 

As  stated  to  you  in  a  Jbrmer  communication,  I  concur  with  him  in 
opinion,  that  the  northern,  or  prairie  route,  for  this  road,  is  the  most  ju- 
dicious for  the  interest  of  the  Stale,  and  for  the  effective  usefulnos  of  the 
work  when  in  operation;  and  have  no  hesitation  in  again  recommend- 
ing its  adoption. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  1  believe  Mr.  Hawn's  report  fully 
entitled  to  your  confidence;  and  that  his  exertions  to  discharge  the  re- 
sponsibe  duties  assigned  to  him,  entitle  him  to  the  thanks  of  the  whole 
community,  and  especially  of  the  officers  under  whose  directions  his  ser- 
vices were  rendered. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant 

EDWARD  SMITH, 

Principal  Engineer. 
Hon.  William  Kinney, 

President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois', 
and  Acting  Commissioner  of  Second  Judicial  Circuit. 
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Report  of  Mr.  Frederick  Hawn,  Senior  Assistant  Engineer, 

Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Belleville,  October  20;  1838. 

■To  Edward  Smith,  Esq. 

Principal  Engineer  of  the  Southern  Engineering  District. 

Sir:  Conformably  to  the  instructions  of  Col.  McConncl,  Commissioner 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  first  judicial 
circuit,  I  proceeded  with  my  corps  of  engineers  to  the  city  of  Alton,  to 
take  charge  of  a  survey  of  the  Alton  and  Shelbyville  railroad.  I  arrived 
at  my  place  of  destination  about  the  15th  day  of  April,  and  reported  my- 
self to  Gov.  Kinney,  President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  and 
acting  Commissioner  for  the  second  judicial  circuit,  to  whose  charge  a 
part  of  this  work  is  confided.  This  work  being  at  that  time  under  the 
direction  of  the  chief  engineer  of  the  western  district,  he  gave  me  no 
specific  instructions  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  operation,  except  the  estab- 
lished precedents  of  the  district,  and  the  law  established  to  maintain  a 
system  of  internal  improvements.  On  the  8th  day  of  June  I  received 
notice  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Bor<rd  of  Public  Works,  that  this  work 
was  transferred  to  the  southern  district,  and  that  I  should  report  to  the 
chief  engineer  thereof;  and  in  pursuance  with  the  above  notice,  I  now 
offer  the  following  detailed  report. 

By  reference  to  a  map  of  the  country  included  in  the  general  route 
from  Upper  Alton  to  Hillsboro,  two  definite  routes  present  themselves, 
to  wit:  one  on  a  direct  line,  crossing  the  east  and  west  branches  of 
Wood  river,  which  may  properly  be  termed  the  southern  route,  and  one 
beading  those  streams  and  their  tributaries — (except  Coal  branch) — .the 
northern  route.  They  encounter  much  broken  ground  for  several  miles 
in  the  advance  Upper  Alton,  particularly  that  portion  of  country  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  Coal,branch.  This  stream  rises  about  three  miles 
west  of  Upper  Alton,  and  flows  in  a  southeastern  direction,  and  forms  a 
confluence  with  the  west  branch  of  Wood  river,  one  mile  north  ot  Upper 
Alton.  It  has  many  tributary  branches,  which  have  indented  the  sur- 
face into  numerous  and  formidable  ravines,  extending  in  various  direc- 
tions. Many  of  these  have  their  sources  within  a  few  hundred  feet  of 
each  other,  running  in  nearly  opposite  and  sinuous  directions,  so  much 
so  that  it  is  impossible  to  approach  the  main  branch  without  encounter- 
ing some  of  those  obstacles. 

From  these  facts,  I  deemed  it  impossible  to  come  to  any  accurate  con- 
clusions in  reference  to  the  most  feasible  part  of  the  country  in  the  vici- 
nity of  this  branch  by  reconnoissance;  inasmuch  as  the  feasibility  of  a 
line  would  frequently  be  affected  by  running  a  few  hundred  feet  to  the 
right  or  left.  In  order  to  facilitate  operations,  by  superseding  the  ne- 
cessity of  projecting  many  random  lines,  and  gain  athorough  knowledge 
of  the  situation  of  the  obstacles  to  be  encountered,  I  thought  it  expedi- 
ent first  to  make  a  topographical  survey  and  map  of  the  country  border- 
ing upon  this  stream  to  the  west  branch  of  Wood  river,  including  the 
probable  crossing  of  that  stream.  This  work  having  been  sufficiently 
extended,  I  commenced  an  examination  of  the 
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Southern  Route,  beginning  at  Upper  Alton. 

The  most  populous  part  of  the  town  is  situated  on  a  ridge  commencing 
in  the  bluffs  of  the  Mississippi  and  extending  about  one  and  one-fourth 
of  a  mile  in  a  northern  direction;  thence  curving  gradually  towards  the 
west  for  one  mile  and  a  half,  where  it  Unites  again  with  the  bluffs  of  the 
Mississippi  and  the  table  lands.  In  its  northern  course  it  is  skirted  by 
the  ravine  of  Shields'  branch  on  the  west,  and  the  valley  of  Wood  river 
on  the  east  and  southeast;  in  its  western  course,  by  the  tributaries  of 
Shields1  branch,  Piasa,  and  the  Alississippi  on  the  south,  and  by  Coal 
branch  and  its  auxiliaries  on  the  north.  This  iidge  is  elevated  from  1 16 
to  181  feet  above  the  Alton  and  Mount  Carmel  railroad,  immediately  east 
of  Shields'  branch,  and  from  100  to  108  feet  above  the  bottom  of  the 
valley  of  the  west  branch  of  Wood  river. 

The  portions  of  country  having  different  localities  are  described  by 
different  base  and  diverging  lines.  The  examinations  made  between 
Upper  Alton  and  Wood  river  are  represented  by  four  lines,  viz:  base 
line  No.  1.  and  diverging  lines,  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3. 

Base  Link  No.  1. — This  line  commences  nearly  opposite  Mr.  Debow's 
dwelling,  at  station  70,  on  a  line  run  by  the  chief  engineer  of  the  west- 
ern district,  in  a  survey  made  by  him  in  August  of  last  season.  From 
this  point  the  line  was  extended  in  a  direction  to  and  entering  Main 
street  on  the  old  public  square;  thence  passing  through  the  most  popu- 
lous part  of  this  street,  it  enters  valley  (A);  thence  running  down  this 
valley  to  its  confluence  with  Wood  river — making  a  distance  of  nearly 
three  miles.  The  tirst  obstacle  I  encountered,  worthy  of  note,  is  the  un- 
dulating surface  of  the  street,  which  would  require  alternate  cutting  and 
filling,  the  slopes  of  which  would  extend,  in  many  instances,  far  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  street.  In  entering  the  valley,  a  cut  of  28  feet  would 
occur,  which  would  extend  back  to  near  Seminary  street.  The  valley 
through  which  the  remainder  of  the  line  passes  is  badly  situated  for  the 
economical  construction  of  the  proposed  work.  Its  direction  is  nearly 
at  right  angles  with  Main  street,  and  the  curving  to  overcome  the  conse- 
quent angles  would  be  confined  to  a  short  distance,  making  the  radius 
of  curvature  about  750  feet;  which  is  the  more  objectionable,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  occurring  on  a  plane  having  an  inclination  of  71  feet  per 
mile,  which  is  necessary  to  overcome  the  depression  of  the  valley  of  the 
liver.  Being  aware  that  the  graduation  of  this  line  would  wholly  destroy 
the  usefulness  of  Main  street  "for  ordinary  purposes,  and  the  many 
other  objectionable  features  connected  with  it,  induced  me  to  consider 
this   line  wholly  inexpedient. 

Line  JVu.  1. — This  line  commences  at  the  same  point  with  the  base 
line,  where  1  made  an  offset  of  fifty  feet  to  the  right,  and  thence  project- 
ed it  in  a  due  course  to  the  west  branch  of  Wood  river,  touching  that 
stream  at  a  point  about  oOO  feet  above  the  Woodburo  and  Hillsboro 
roads.  This  line  passes  over  the  southeastern  extremity  of  the  town  plat 
of  Upper  Alton-,  crosses  the  Hillsboro  road  near  the  bluff  of  Wood  river; 
and  crosses  the  base  line  at  station  150,  in  valley  (A.)  The  examina- 
tions made  by  this  line   were  not  very  satisfactory,    it  being  impractica- 
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ation  would  be  attended  with  an  unwarrantable  expense;  which  induced 
me  to  run — 

Line  No.  2. — This  line  commences  on  the  bank  of  the  west  branch  of 
Wood  river,  350  feet  west  of  the  termination  of  line  No.  I;  crosses  the 
point  of  a  ridge  formed  by  the  valley  of  the  west  branch  of  Wood  river, 
and  valley  (A;)  thence  crossing  [his  valley  by  ascending  the  bluff  through 
a  small  ravine  or  depression;  thence  crossing  line  No.  1  at  station  56; 
thence  continuing  the  tangent  to  about  1000  feet  southwest  of  the  Milton 
road,  where  1  commenced  a  cycloid  on  a  radius  of  1400  feet,  and  contin- 
ued it  1500  feet,  terminating  on  a  ridge  formed  by  the  ravines  descend- 
ing into  the  valleys  of  Wood  river  and  the  Mississippi:  thence  a  tangent 
intersecting  at  station  4  of  the  base  line.  The  length  of  this  line  is  one 
mile  and  three-fourths,  and  is  decidedl}  pretcrable  to  line  No.  1,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  advantages  furnished  by  a  small  ravine  in  the  bluffs  of 
the  river,  which  would  reduce  the  cutting  materially;  and  as  this  line 
avoids  coming  in  contact  with  the  summit  ridge  so  soon  by  its  running- 
further  south;  and  as  it  crosses  some  extensive  ravines,  which  also 
would  aid  in  reducing  the  excavation  necessary  to  bring  the  line  to  the 
most  eligible  grade. 

Not  being  wholly  satisiied  with  the  examinations  already  made.  I  there- 
fore proceeded  to  the  examination  of  another  route,  the  result  of  which 
was  ascertained  by 

Line  No.  3. — 1  commenced  this  line  at  station  18  of  line  No.  2,  and 
projected  it  in  a  due  course  to  the  public  square  in  Upper  Alton,  and 
insersccted  the  base  line  near  the  post  office.  The  length  of  this  line  is  one 
mile,  and  would  require  a  grade  of  73  (vet  per  mile,  with  expensive  grad- 
ing, of  which  the  cuts  would  predominate,  and  the  greatest  portion  of 
which  would  occur  in  gaining  the  summitJinUpper  Alton.  These  obstacles, 
together  with  the  abrupt  curvature  necessary  to  overcome  the  consectary 
angle — the  buildings  which  must  consequently  be  removed,  to  the  se- 
rious disadvantage  of  the  owners,  without  affording  them  any  adequate 
benefits — and  the  reason  (equally  applicable  to  all  the  foregoing  lines) 
that  they  pass  through  the  town  with  a  steep  grade,  either  from  3  to  ]  5 
feet  below,  or  5  to  58  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  streets,  render  this 
line  very  objectionable. 

Recapitulation. — Having  thus  carefully  made  an  instrumental  exam- 
ination of  all  the  ostensible  routes  between  Upper  Alton  and  the  west 
branch  of  Wood  river,  and  given  a  detailed  description  of  all  the  lines 
projected  during  the  examinations,  you  will  be  enabled  at  once,  with  the 
fiid  of  the  profiles  and  topographical  map,  to  discover  that  line  No.  2 
is  the  most  eligible.  To  the  facts  already  adduced,  I  will  add  some  by 
way  of  illustration.  The  valley  of  Wood  river  is  situated  about  100  feet 
below  the  most  populous  part  of  Upper  Alton;  and  to  Overcome  this 
leprcssion  with  a  grade  of  40  feet  per  mile,  would  require  a  distance  of 
;wo  and  a  half  miles.  By  referring  to  the  map  and  profiles,  you  will 
perceive  that  the  distance  on  all  the  lines,  including  the  descent  into  the 
valley,  fall  short  by  more  than  one  half;  and  to  remedy  this  defect,  it  wili 
then  be  necessary  to  make  a  deep  excavation  at  the  commencement,  and 
ligh  embankment  at  the  termination  of  the  slope  of  the  side  of  the  valley. 
fhc  line  which  has    the  greatest  facilities  for  this  is  the   most  feasible. 
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These  advantages  are  gained  in  part  by  adopting  line  No.  2;  inasmuch! 
as  the  elevation  of  the  summit  ridge  is  considerably  less,  and  is  compa-| 
ratively  narrowed  by  the  proximity  of  the  ravines  of  thevahey  of  the! 
Mississippi  to  those  of  the  valley  of  Wood  river.  But  it  would  not  bt 
advisable  to  adopt  a  grade  less  than  b'2  feet  per  mile,  and  it  would  be). 
wholly  impracticable  to  reduce  the  line  to  a  grade  of  40  feet  per  mile.}. 
With  these  remarks  I  leave  this  part  of  the  subject,  by  stating  that  It-' 
No.  2  was  adopted  for  an  estimate  of  this  porlion  of  the  route. 

After  concluding  these  examinations,  1  next  turned  my  attention  toj 
that  portion  of  country  immediately  cast  of  the  west  branch  of  Wood 
river.  From  a  reconnoissancc,  I  ascertained  that  there  was  no  probability 
of  finding  any  thing  like  a.  feasible  route  on  a  direct  line  to  Hilsborc 
in  consequence  of  the  numerous  ravines  and  ridges  of  the  east  and  wes' 
branches  of  Wood  river  and  their  auxilides;  all  of  which  form  obstacles 
too  formidable  to  be  overcome  with  a  reasonable  expenditure,  it  no 
wholly  impracticable. 

In  proceeding  with  the  instrumental  examinations,  the  first  materia 
Obstacles  presented  are  the  bluffs  on  the  east  side  ol  the  w.  st  branch  o 
Wood  river.  I  examined  live  routes  to  the  table  lands— three  on  th. 
north  and  two  on  the  south  of  the  Carlinvillc  road,  to  wit: 

Bass  Line  No.  2.— This  line  commences  at  the  termination  of  base 
line  No.  1,  and  runs  in  the  direction  of  the  Carlinvillc  road  across  th 
river  bottom  to  the  bluff;  thence  up  ravine  (B.)  situated  between  the  Car 
linville  and  Hillsboro  roads;  thence  on  the  dividing  ridge  between  th. 
cast  and  west  branches  of  Wood  river,  in  the  vicinity  ot  the  Oarhnvil* 
road,  passing  Mr.  Gray's  plantation,  Indigo  prairie,  and  terminating  it 
the  edge  of  Smooth  prairie,  a  distance  of  5.03  miles.  The  first  object  ft 
be  considered  on  this  line  is  the  crossing  of  the  west  branch  of  Woo. 
river.  The  width  of  stream  varies  from  50  to  75  feet  from  bank  to  bank 
and  I  have  taken  great  core  to  ascertain  the  quantity  of  water  dis 
charged  through  its  channel,  and  am  under  great  obligations  to  Mr 
David  Miller  (who  has  been  familiar  with  its  different  stages  for  a  num 
ber  of  years)  for  much  valuable  information.  I  have  estimated  the  r< 
quisite  span  for  a  bridge  at  100  feet  which  will  be  ample  to  discharg 
the  water  in  its  highest  stages.  The  foundation  for  the  abutments  wil 
be  precarious.  Superficial  appearances  indicate  a  diluvial  sand.  I  ha. 
no  instruments  suitable  for  making  examinations  very  far  below  the  sur 
face;  but,  judging  from  the  geological  formation  of  the  vicinity,  little  eW 
can  be  expected  than  is  indicated  by  the  surface.  The  bed  ot  thestrear, 
is  twenty-two  and  a  half  feet  below  the  grade  line,  requiring  abutment 
of  nearly  that  height,  exclusive  of  the  depth  necessary  to  excavate  for  1 
foundation.  Abutments  of  this  height  and  space  will  require  a  thick 
Bess  of  10.5  feet  at  the  bottom,  and  3.75  at  the  top,  with  requisite  oilset 
and  slope.  Stone  of  an  exquisite  quality  may  be  obtained  within  '2.7 
miles,  in  the  estimate  of  cost  of  the  superstructure  ot  this  bridge, 
adopte.l  Col.  Long's  latest  improved  plan.  An  abundance  of  good  tin 
bcr  is  growing  in  the  immediate  vicinity;  and  sawed  timber,  of  such  qua! 
ity  as  the  country  affords,  (of  which  1  conceive  black  walnut  to  be  th 
most  preferable.)  can  be  obtained  at  the  city  of  Alton— a  distance  of  lou 
miles.  In  crossing  the  river  bottom,  nothing  extraordinary  occurs.  1 
is  1500  feet  in  width,  and    lies  wholly  on    the   east   side  of  the  stream 
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but  a  small  portion  of  it  is  ever  inundated,  and  it  is  heavily  timbered 
with  white  oak,  sycamore,  elm,  black  walnut,  &c.  Upon  leaving  the 
rjvcr  bottom,  ravine  (B)  presents  itself.  This  ravine  is  1,3U0  feet  in 
length,  and  rises  forty-eight  feet,  which  will  consequently  require  a  cut 
of  nineteen  feet  at  the  head,  and  a  corresponding  fill  at  the  termination, 
to  reduce  the  line  to  a  grade  of  55  feet  per  mile,  which  is  the  most  eli- 
gible. The  excavation  will  not  be  very  lengthy,  in  consequence  of  a 
favorable  feature  in  the  surface;  in  the  advance;  but  the  embankment 
will  extend  across  the  river  bottom,  and  most  of  the  material  for  forming 
it  must  necessarily  be  brought  from  the  excavation  and  the  bluffs,  which 
will  render  it  expensive.  The  ridge  over  which  the  remainder  of  this 
line  passes,  divides  the  waters  of  the  east  and  west  branches  of  Wood 
river.  It  is  from  a  few  hundred  feet  to  half  mile  in  width,  and  is  elevated 
from  43  to  123  feet  above  the  valley  of  Wood  river  at  the  point  of  cross- 
ing. Its  inclination  varies  from  16  to  39  feet  per  mile,  and  the  general 
direction  is  straight,  deflecting  about  twenty  degrees  from  a  tangent  to 
Hillsboro.  The  line  necessarily  crosses  the  heads  of  some  ravines,  but 
they  are  generally  narrow,  and  most  of  them  not  very  deep.  The  most 
of  the  ridge  is  heavily  timbered  with  white  oak  and  black  oak,&c,  and 
the  soil  is  well  adapted  to  the  construction  of  a  railroad.  I  may  here 
add  rhat,  after  the  examinations  of  the  country  included  in  the 
base  line  were  completed,  it  was  aiso  found  to  be  the  most  feasible, 
and  was  taken  to  be  the  basis  of  the  estimate  for  this  portion  of  the  route. 
Proceeding  with  the  examination,  I  next  ran — 

LineJVo.  1,  commencing  at  station  197  of  the  base  line.  I  ran  down 
ravine  (C,)  and  terminated  on  the  river  bottom,  one-fourth  mile  west  of 
the  termination  of  ravine  (B.)  The  ravine  through  which  this  line  passes 
is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  the  Carlinville  road,  and  forms  an  angle 
of  35  degrees  with  the  baseline,  and  is  l,riOO  feet  in  length.  It  heads 
within  200  feet  of  ravine  (B;)  is  sinuous  in  its  course,  and  consequently 
notso  well  adapted  to  the  location  of  a  railroad  as  ravine  (B.) 

Line  No.  2. — This  line  commences  at  the  termination  of  line  No.  I, 
and  continues  around  the  point  of  the  bluff  upon  which  J.  Moore's 
dwellirg  is  situated;  thence  entering  ravine  (D;)  thence  continued  up 
this  ravine  to  its  head,  terminating  at  station  219  of  the  base  line,  one- 
fourth  of  a  mile  north  of  Dr.  Haskill's  cabin.  The  objections  to  line 
No.  1  apply  in  a  greater  extent  to  this  line. 

Line  No.  3. — This  line  commences  at  station  5'2  of  line  No.  2,  and 
runs  along  the  foot  of  the  bluffto  ravine  (E)  of  Long  branch;  thence  up 
this  branch  to  its  head,  near  Mr.  Lee's  dwelling;  thence  in  an  eastern 
direction  to  the  Carlinville  road,  terminating  at  station  344  of  the  base 
line — a  distance  of  41  miles  from  the  point  of  crossing  Wood  river. 
This  ravine  is  nearly  one  and  a  half  miles  in  length,  and  is  situated  nearly 
parallel  with,  and  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile"  west  of  the  Carhnvilfe 
road.  The  ascent  is  very  uniform  for  one  mile.  It  then  increases,  and 
becomes  very  abrupt  before  it  reaches  the  table  lands;  which  remark  is 
also  applicable  to  most  of  the  ravines  bordering  on  the  Mississippi  and 
Wood  rivers.  Its  general  direction  is  tolerably  straight,  requiring  no 
very  abrupt  curves.  Its  mouth  is  situated  about  one  mile  from  the  (joint 
of  crossing  the  west  branch  of  Wood  river;  but  the  projection  of  bluff' 
intervening,  or  projecting  west  of  the  two  points,  would  require  reversed 
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curvatures  of  short  radii,  in  order  to  avoid  recrossing  the  west  branch- 
Notwithstanding  the  greater  length  of  ths  ravine,  it  does  not  afford  a 
more  eligible  grade  to  the  table  lands  than  that  of  the  base  line.  It  will 
be  seen  that  this  ravine  is  situated  nearly  parallel  with,  and  forms'a  part 
of  the  dividing  ridge  over  which  the  base  line  passes;  which  ridge  rises 
from  16  to  3'.)  feet  per  mile;  and,  at  the  junction  of  line  No.  3  with  the 
base  line,  attains  an  elevation  of  ['22,  feet  above  the  river  bottom,  at  the 
point  of  crossing  the  stream,  and  1  Hi  feet  above  the  mouth  of  the  ravine; 
which  cannot  be  overcome  with  a  grade  less  than  69  feet  per  mile.  The 
cost  of  graduation  would  also  be  more  expensive  than  the  base  line,  the 
greater  portion  of  which  would  be  incurred  in  the  extensive  cuts  and  fill 
at  and  near  the  head  of  the  ravine. 

Line  No.  4  commences  at  station  [2  i]  of  topographical  line  [a];  from 
thence  it  runs  up  ravine  [F,]  and  terminates  at  station  204  of  the  base 
line.  The  main  trunk  of  this  ravine  is  situated  south  of  the  Hillsboro 
road,  and  heads  between  that  and  the  road  leading  from  Alton  to  Car- 
linville.  It  is  three-fourths  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  ascends  75  feet;  the 
most  of  which  is  acquired  in  the  last  fourth  of  a  mile,  which  renders  it 
impracticable  to  apply  an  economical  grade.  The  general  course  is 
badly  adapted  to  the  lateral  position  of  the  line.  It  would  require  an 
extensive  reversed  curve  from  the  point  of  crossing  the  west  branch 
(which  is  arbitrary)  to  arrive  at  the  mouth  of  the  ravine;  and  in  this  course 
the  river  is  necessarily  crossed  twice;  which  would  lead  to  the  necessity 
of  constructing  two  extra  bridges,  or  to  turn  the  stream  from  its  present 
channel.  These  objectionable  features  render  this  line  also  inferior 
to  the  base  line. 

By  a  critical  examination  of  all  the  probable  routes  by  which  a  transit 
from  the  valley  of  Wood  river  to  the  table  lands  could  be  effected,  the 
result  was  not  very  favorable;  but  in  point  of  economy  and  prac- 
tical utility,  I  assumed  the  base  line  as  decidedly  the  most  favorable  for 
making  estimates.  In  continuing  the  r xamination  in  the  advance,  I 
next  extended 

Base  Link  No  3. — This  line  includes  the  crossing  of  the  east  branch  of 
Wood  river,  and  commences  with  a  cycloid,  on  a  radius  of  1,900  feet,  at 
the  termination  of  base  line  No.  2,  and  runs  diagonally  across  the  south- 
east portion  of  a  plantation,  and  enters  ravine  [G;]  thence  down  this 
ravine  to  the  junction  with  the  valley  of  the  east  branch  of  Wood  river; 
thence  across  the  river  bottom  to  the  stream  crossing  it,  one-fourth  of  a 
mile  below  the  union  of  two  branches  of  nearly  equal  size,  and  about  two 
miles  below  the  bridge  of  the  Alton  and  Carlinville  road,  over  the  western 
branch;  thence  crossing  a  point  of  a  projecting  ridge,  and  entering  ravine 
[H,]  situated  nearly  parallel  with  the.  eastern  branch  of  the  stream;  thence 
up  this  ravine  to  its  source  near  Mr.  Pruett's  dwelling;  thence  through 
the  edge  of  barrens  to  Esquire  Tindall's,  in  the  edge  of  Dorsey's  priarie — 
a  distance  of  4.25  miles.  This  prairie  is  formed  by  the  timber  on  Pad- 
dock's and  Indian  creeks,  on  the  east  and  southeast;  and  by  the  timber 
on  Wood  river  and  its  tributaries  on  the  southwest  and  west;  and  unites 
with  the  Macoupin  prairie  on  the  north.  That  pa;t  of  it  lying  north 
of  the  base  line  is  wholly  drained  by  Indian  creek  and  its  branches. 
They  extend  in  various  directions;  and  many  of  them  have  their  sources 
within  a  few  hundred  feet  of  the   valleys  of  Paddock's  creek  and   the 
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auxiliaries  of  the  cast  branch  of  Wood  river.  So  much  of  the  general 
route  as  is  included  in  this  line  is  far  better  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pected, when  the  general  features  and  topography  of  this  portion  of  the 
country  is  considered;  and  the  result  of  the  examinations  demonstrates 
that  it  is  the  only  point  where  a  crossing  of  the  east  branch  of  Wood 
river  can  be  effected  with  a  grade  less  than  85  feet  per  mile,  without  in- 
curring an  unwarrantable  expense.  The  descent  into  the  valley  of  the 
east  branch  of  Wood  river,  on  the  west  side,  is  moderately  uniform;  but 
in  consequence  of  the  serpentine  course  of  the  ravine  through  which  the 
line  passes,  several  points  of  bluff  must  necessarily  be  cut,  thereby  swel- 
ling the  expense  of  graduation  to  no  very  inconsiderable  sum.  There  will 
be  two  reversed  curves  with  radii  of  from  100  to  2,500  feet,  which  will  be 
objectionable  in  consequence  of  their  occurrence  on  a  plane  having  an 
inclination  of  56.49 feet  per  mile,  and  1.30  miles  in  length  from  the  foot 
of  the  bluff  to  the  stream  [which  washes  the  opposite  bluff:]  the  river 
bottom  is  GOO  feet  wide,  and  is  inundated  in  times  of  freshets.  The 
stream  is  favorably  situated  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge.  The  bank 
or  bluffon  the  east  side  is  20  feet  high  and  firm,  with  a  rock  foundation. 
On  the  west  side  the  bank  is  low  and  of  an  alluvia!  sand;  but  I  doubt 
not  but  a  rock  foundation  can  be  obtained  by  excavating  a  few  feet 
below  the  bottom  of  the  stream.  The  abutments  on  the  west  side  will 
be  about  17  feet  in  height,  and  that  on  the  east  side  14  feet  high.  I 
have  estimated  the  span  for  a  bridgo  at  80  feet,  and  in  the  estimated 
cost  of  superstructure,  I  adopted  a  plan  detailed  by  Samuel  Brooke,  jr., 
assistant  engineer  in  my  corps.  There  are  indications  of  stone  within 
two  miles;  but  their  geological  character  is  such  that  would  not  warrant 
an  adoption  in  the  estimated  cost  of  masonry.  I  have  therefore  founded 
my  estimate  on  the  probable  necessity  of  procuring  them  near  the  city 
of  Alton,  a  distance  of  1 1  miles.  Good  timber  is  growing  within  one 
mile;  and  sawed  timber  at  present  can  only  be  had  by  hawling  it  10 
miles.  In  crossing  the  point  of  a  ridge  a  cutting  of  8  feet  will  occur, 
which  can  be  favorably  disposed  of  in  the  construction  of  the  bank 
required  across  the  valley.  The  ravine  on  the  east  side  of  the  east 
branch,  through  which  a  transit  to  the  table  lands  is  effected,  varies  but 
little  from  that  on  the  west  side.  The  plane  adopted  is  1.40  miles  in 
length,  and  ascends  at  a  rate  of  55  feet  per  mile.  Nearly  the  same  pro- 
portion of  curvature  will  be  required  but  on  greater  radii;  all  of  which 
will  exceed  1,500  feet.  From  the  termination  of  the  ascent  to  Esquire 
Tindall's,  the  line  crosses  several  extensive  ravines,  but  it  can  be  so  mod- 
ified as  to  render  them  of  little  consequence. 

Having  thus  been  carried  nearly  three  miles  north  of  a  due  line  of  the 
proposed  route  in  search  of  a  practicable  one — but  having  examined  in- 
slrumentally  every  ostensible  practicable  feature  in  the  country,  I  hesi- 
tate not  to  say  that  a  more  favorable  one  cannot  be  found  on  a  more 
direct  line.  After  coming  to  this  conclusion,  my  first  object  was  to 
ascertain  if  the  residue  of  the  route  could  not  be  found  on  a  more  direct 
line.  I  accordingly  ascertained  the  bearing  of  a  due  line  to  Hillsboro, 
and  extended  with  that  course — 

Base  Line  No.  4. — It  commences  at   the   termination    of  base    line 
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was  obtained;  thence  continuing  that  course  to  the  east  side  of  the  west 
branch  of  Cahokia  creek — a  distance  of  8.64  miles.  This  line,  in  its 
extension,  crosses  Indian  creek,  Paddock's  creek  (one  mile  below  head 
of  its  timber,)  three  branches  of  Sweet's  creek,  and  the  west  branch  of 
Cahokia,  all  of  which,  except  Indian  creek,  are  tributaries  of  Cahokia. 
Most  of  these  streams  have  extensive  valleys,  skirted  by  counter  ravines, 
of  auxiliary  branches,  requiring  extensive  cuts  and  fills,  and  mechanical 
structures;  so  much  so  that  it  would  swell  the  expense  of  graduation  to 
an  unwarrantable  sum.  Although  this  line  is  direct  and  practicable,  as 
far  as  my  examinations  extended;  yet  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  exam- 
ine still  farther  north  for  a  more  eligible  route.  I  became  more  impressed 
with  the  necessity  of  this  course,  from  a^subsequent  reconnoissance  of  the 
surrounding  country.  I  found  that  the  obstacles  passed,  formidable  as 
they  were,  would  be  very  inconsiderable  when  compared  with  those  yet 
to  be  encountered  in  the  crossing  of  numerous  other  streams,  if  the  line 
should  be  extended.  I  likewise  ascertained  that  the  large  prairie  on 
the  north,  situated  between  the  timber  bordering  on  the  Mississippi 
and  the  Macoupin  creek,  to  the  head  of  the  main  or  east  branch  of 
Cahokia,  was  remarkably  smooth,  and  admirably  adapted  to  the  eco- 
nomical construction  and  durability  of  the  proposed  work.  The  general 
surface  is  an  extensive  plane,  descending  south  and  west,  with  a  dry  soil, 
slightly  undulating,  affording  great  facilities  for  properly  draining  a  road; 
and,  by  adopting  it,  most  of  the  streams  would  be  headed,  or  rendered 
but  of  little  consequence.  But  to  make  these  ostensible  advantages 
available,  it  becomes  necessary  to  diverge  several  miles  north  of  an 
extension  of  the  base  line,  [No.  4]  and  arrive  at  the  extreme  northing, 
at  the  head  of  the  timber  on  the  east  branch  of  Cahokia,  within  12  miles 
of  Hillsboro,  making  the  total  amount  of  northing  from  a  direct  line, 
about  9  miles.  It  was  desirable  to  avoid  so  great  a  digression  from  a 
direct  line,  if  it  could  reasonably  be  accomplished.  I  accordingly 
availed  myself  of  a  part  of  the  advantages  presented  by  this  prairie,  in 
heading  some  of  the  streams,  and  then  pass  off  in  a  direct  line  to  Hills- 
boro, after  making  about  three  miles  northing.  In  these  examinations 
I  extended  three  lines,  viz:  line  No.  1,  the  middle  line;  line  No.  2,  the 
northern,  and  modification  of  line  No.  1;  and  line  No.  3,  the  southern,  or 
most  direct  route. 

Line  No.  1  commences  at  station  8  of  base  line  No.  4,  and  terminates 
on  the  east  side  of  the  west  branch  of  Cahokia,  a  distance  of  8.06  miles. 
It  passes,  in  a  northeastern  direction,  through  Dorsey's  prairie,  touching 
the  farm  of  Mr.  Jones;  thence  crossing  the  line  between  Madison  and 
Macoupin  counties;  thence  through  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Town;  thence 
crossing  Indian  creek;  thence  passing  400  feet  west  of  Mr.  Lovell's 
dwelling,  terminating  the  tangent  west  of  Bunkers  hill,  where  a  curve 
commences,  with  a  radius  of  2,000  feet,  and  continues  until  a  tangent 
was  obtained  that  would  touch  the  head  timber  of  the  west  branch  of 
Cahokia,  and  extended  to  that  point,  crossing  Paddock's  creek  at  a  favor- 
able point,  one  half  mile  above  the  head  of  the  timber.  By  referring  to 
the  topographical  map,  you  will  perceive  that  this  line  is  much  preferable 
in  point  of  profile  to  the  one  having  a  direct  course;  and  the  quantity  of 
northing  made  from  the  direct  line  is  nearly  three  miles,   the  most   of 
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which  is  obtained  in  passing  through  Dorsey's  prairie,  which  I  attempted 
to  avoid  in  a  subsequent  examination,  hereafter  detailed  under  the  head 
of  line  No.  3. 

Line  No.  2  commences  at  station  of  line  No.  1,  and  continues  the  curve 
of  that  line  until  the  course  of  a  tangent  was  obtained  that  would  more 
effectually  head  some  of  the  branches  of  Indian  creek  and  pass  over 
better  ground,  connecting  with  line  No.  1 ,  directly  west  of  Bunker's  hill. 
This  line  is  situated  on  the  north  line  No.  1,  and  diverges  about  one-fourth 
of  a  mile  from  it.  It  was  taken  in  connection  with  line  No.  1,  from  the 
point  of  intersecting  for  estimating  the  cost  of  so  much  of  the  general 
route  lying  between  Esquire  TindalPs  and  the  west  branch  of  Cahokia. 

Line  No.  3  was  extended,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  a  more  direct  route 
by  passing  on  the  south  side  of  Bunker's  hill,  and  more  gradually  acqui- 
ring the  northing,  which  must  necessarily  be  made,  to  avoid  the  obsta- 
cles mentioned  in  a  detail  of  base  line  No.  4. 

I  ascertained  by  these  examinations,  that  the  distance  would  be  some- 
what shortened,  but  at  the  expense  of  a  greater  proportion  of  curvature, 
which  induced  me  to  give  a  preference  to  the  line  mentioned  in  a  detail 
of  line  No.  2. 

Having  thus  rendered  the  advantages  available  heretofore  referred  to, 
by  heading  most  of  the  streams  encountered  in  the  extension  of  base 
line  No.  4, 1  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  pass  in  a  direct  line  to 
Hillsboro;  which  is  detailed  in 

Base  Line  No.  5. — This  line  commences  at  the  termination  of  diverg- 
ing line  No.  4,  of  base  line  No.  4,  and  terminates  on  the  east  side  of  the 
east  branch  of  Cahokia  creek.  In  its  extension,  Bear  creek,  Brush 
creek,  and  several  other  branches,  together  with  the  main  stream  of 
Cahokia,  were  crossed;  m;tny  of  which  have  extensive  vales,  with  counter' 
ravines,  and  other  depressions,  forming  formidable  obstacles  to  overcome 
in  the  construction  of  the  proposed  work,  and  would  swell  the  expense 
to  an  unwarrantable  sum.  During  these  examinations  I  ascertained 
that  a  better  route  could  be  obtained  by  extending  the  tangent  (line 
No.  I  of  base  line  No.  4)  between  Bunker's  hill  and  the  head  of  the 
west  branch  of  Cahokia.     I  accordingly  extended  it  with 

Line  No.  J,  commencing  at  the  same  point  with  the  base  line  (No.  5) 
and  terminating  on  the  east  side  of  the  east  branch  of  the  Cahokia,  on 
the  meridian  with,  and  14  miles  north  of,  the  base  line;  yet  the  obsta- 
cles encountered  fully  justified  an  examination  still  further  north,  which 
resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  prairie  route  entire,  as  heretofore  des- 
cribed, and  the  result  detailed  in 

Line  No.  2,  commencing  within  14  miles  ofBunker's  hill,  at  station 
of  line  No.  1,  base  line  No.  4,  and  terminates  on  the  east  side  of  the  east 
branch  of  Cahokia,  near  the  head  of  its  timber,  on  the  meridian  of  the 
base  line,  and  H  miles  north  of  line  No.  1.  It  passes  through  the  centre 
of  Macoupin  prairie,  about  lOi  miles  south  of  Carlinville,  the  seat  of  jus- 
tice of  Macoupin  county.  It  heads  all  the  streams,  except  the  east  branch 
of  Cahokia,  and  the  indentations  of  it  are  so  contracted  at  the  point  of 
crossing,  that  it  is  of  but  little  consequence.  The  only  objection  that 
can  be  urged  against  this  line  is  the  quantity  of  northing  it  makes;  but 
from  the  thorough  examinations  made,  both  instrumentally  and  otherwise, 
I  can  safely  say  that  no  route  can  be  found,  combining  so  many  advan- 
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tages,  further  south,  after  entering  Dorset's  prairie,  than  the  one  detailed 
under  the  head  of  line  No.  1,  in  connection  with  line  No.  2,  of  base 
line  No.  4,  and  line  No.  2,  of  base  line  No.  5.  This  point  of  crossing 
the  east  branch  of  Cabokia  is  imperative. 

Having  thus  pushed  the  investigations  to  a  point  within  twelve  miles 
of  Hillsboro,  and  on  a  line  due  west  from  that  town — and  having  been 
carried  so  far  north,  with  the  knowledge,  too,  that  no  feasible  route 
could  be  obtained  further  south,  it  occurred  to  me  that  a  route  might  be 
discovered  which  would  avoid  the  sources  of  Wood  river,  and,  conse- 
quently, the  heavy  work  in  crossing  the  two  branches  of  that  stream, 
together  with  the  steep  grades  required  in  approaching  and  leaving  the 
same.  The  sources  of  Wood  river  being  also  considerably  south  of  this 
point,  it  was  evident  that  a  line  to  Upper  Alton,  avoiding  the  waters  of 
Wood  river  entirely,  would  not  greatly  increase  the  distance  beyond  the 
line  already  run.  I  therefore  proceeded  to  make  an  instrumental  examin- 
ation in  this  direction,  the  result  of  which  is  detailed  under  the  head   of 

Northern  Route. 

I  commenced  the  examination  of  this  route  at  station  No.  2?2  of  diverg- 
ing line  No.  2,  base  line  No.  5,  and  projected  it  in  a  course  south  of 
west,  for  5.23  miles.  I  then  ascertained  that  if  the  line  was  extended  it 
would  cross  the  numerous  tributaries  of  the  main  branches  of  Wood  river 
and  their  indentations,  which  it  was  necessary  to  avoid.  I  therefore 
made  an  offset  of  5,000  feet  to  the  north,  and  ran  a  line  with  a  course 
which,  if  projected  eastwardly,  would  touch  the  point  crossing  the  east 
branch  of  Cahokia,  which  is  imperative  on  the  southern  route — this  line 
was  then  extended  westward  for  5.10  miles,  when  it  became  necessary, 
from  the  excessively  broken  character  of  the  country,  to  return  2h  miles 
to  station  380,  and  make  another  offset  of  4,000  feet  to  the  north,  and 
then  run  with  a  similar  bearing  of  the  last  line,  which  avoided  the  heads 
of  all  the  auxiliaries  of  Wood  river,  except  three  small  branches,  and 
brought  me  near  Brighton,  crossing  one  of  the  branches  of  Piasa  creek. 
From  a  reconnoissance,  1  now  ascertained  that,  from  a  point  heading  all 
the  branches  of  Wood  river,  a  straight  line  might  be  obtained  to  the 
point  heretofore  referred  to,  twelve  wiles  west  from  Hillsboro,  on  the 
southern  route,  a  distance  of  23.63  miles.  This  line  would  pass  through 
Macoupin  prairie,  near  points  of  timber  on  some  of  the  branches  of 
Macoupin  creek,  and  within  8i  miles  of  Curlinville.  Upon  this  line  I 
founded  the  estimated  cost  of  this  portion  of  the  route.  Although  it  was 
not  actually  traced,  yet  the  requisite  knowledge  has  been  obtained  from 
the  lines  running  parallel  to  it.  From  the  point  near  Brighton,  .[  exten- 
ded the  line  to  Upper  Alton,  passing  down  on  the  west  side  of  the  west 
branch  of  Wood  river,  on  the  dividing  ridge  between  that  stream  and 
Piasa  creek,  cutting  the  southeast  corner  of  Greene  county,  passing 
through  Scarritt's  prairie,  one-fourth  of  a  mile  east  of  the  Monticello 
Female  Seminary;  thence  to  Coal  branch,  crossing  it  one-fourth  of  a 
mile  east  of  the  Carrollton  road;  thence  to  the  ridge;heretofore  described, 
upon  which  Upper  Alton  is  situated,  gaining  its  summit  near  the  fork 
of  the  Upper  Alton  and  Coal  branch  road;  thence  on  the  ridge  to  Up- 
per Alton,  passing  through  Liberty  and   Manning  streets  of  that  town; 
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and  terminating  at  the  beginning  of  the  southern  route  heretofore  des- 
cribed— a  distance  of  12  miles.  From  Brighton  to  Coal  branch  the 
line  is  remarkably  favorable;  the  surface  is  slightly  undulating,  and  a 
dry  soil,  affording  good  facilities  for  draining  the  road.  A  part  of  it  is 
partially  timbered  with  black  oak,  and  the  greater  portion  of  Scarritt's 
prairie  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Coal  branch  and  the  broken 
country  in  the  immediate  vicinity  are  the  greatest  obstacles  encountered 
on  this  route.  But  by  the  aid  of  the  topographical  map,  a  judicious  point 
for  crossing  it  was  readily  selected.  The  valley  is  400  feet  wide,  and 
will  require  an  embankment  of  43  feet  at  the  deepest  point.  It  is  situ- 
ated immediately  at  the  foot  of  the  slope,  and  forms  a  part  of  the  ridge 
upon  which  Upper  Alton  is  situated;  the  summit  of  which  is  gained  by  a 
plane  of  3,600  feet  in  length,  with  an  acclivity  of  39.35  per  mile,  which 
renders  it  necessary  to  cross  the  valley  at  so  great  an  elevation.  After 
gaining  the  top  of  the  ridge,  it  descends  very  rapidly  towards  Upper 
Alton,  which  leads  to  the  necessity  of  adopting  a  plane  of  5,900  feet  in 
length,  with  a  declivity  of  5*2.80  per  mile.  From  this  to  the  point  of 
termination,  nothing  of  consequence  occurs,  except  the  crossing  of  some 
lots  of  the  town  plat  previous  to  entering  Liberty  street. 

Having  thus  completed  the  preliminary  survey  between  Upper  Alton 
and  the  east  branch  of  Cahokia  creek,  a  point  common  to  both  the 
northern  and  southern  routes,  I  next  proceeded,  in  compliance  with  in- 
structions of  the  Commissioner  of  the  second  judicial  circuit,  to  definitely 
locate  thirteen  miles  for  contract  from  the  city  of  Alton. 

From  my  investigations  between  Upper  Alton  and  Hillsborough,  I 
discovered  that  the  prominent  consideration  which  led  the  chief  engi- 
neer of  the  western  district  to  the  adoption  of  the  line  recommended  by 
him,  would  be  entirely  removed  by  the  adoption  of  the  northern  route; 
and  having  satisfied  myself  that  the  northern  route  was  urged  by  every 
consideration,  I  thought  it  advisable  to  procure,  if  possible,  a  more  eco- 
nomical location  between  the  city  of  Alton  and  Upper  Alton  than  the 
one  recommended  by  the  chief  engineer  of  the  western  district. 

I  accordingly  commenced  a  survey  near  the  crossing  of  the  Mount 
Carmel  railroad  over  Shields'  branch,  in  the  city  of  Alton,  and  curving 
with  a  Fadius  of  10.50  feet,  until  the  proper  direction  was  obtained  to 
pass  up  a  ravine  marked  on  the  topographical  map  (2A.)  situated  south- 
east of  the  common  road  leading  from  the  city  of  Alton  to  Upper  Alton; 
thence  following  the  ravine  to  its  head;  thence  passing  with  a  cycloid  on 
a  radius  of  1,900  feet  diagonally  over  the  block  of  the  town  plat  of  Upper 
Alton,  between  Garden  and  Bloomfield  streets;  thence  entering  Main 
street  at  the  junction  with  Bloomfield  street;  thence  passing  through 
Main  to  Edwards  street;  thence  diagonally  across  the  block  between 
Edwards  and  Mechanic  streets;  thence  entering  Liberty  street  at  the 
corner  of  Mechanic  street,  where  it  intersects  the  northern  route,  here- 
tofore described.  The  length  of  this  line  is  1.45  miles;  the  maximum 
grade  is  105  feet  per  mile;  the  cost  of  graduation  $7,871  60,  Although 
the  maximum  grade  of  this  is  very  steep,  yet,  as  it  is  suggested  to  use 
horse-power  between  the  two  towns,  the  objection  to  so  steep  a  grade  is 
measurably  removed.  The  expense  of  applying  horse-power  to  this  part 
of  the  line  will  be  greatly  lessened  by  the  erection  of  the  depot  at  the 
junction  of  this  road  with  the  Mount  Carmel   road.      It  is  now  a  well 


118 

established  practice  to  place  depots  on  the  exterioi  of  towns,  and  make 
use  of  horse-power  for  the  transportation  between  the  depot  and  the 
business  part  of  the  town.  The  generally  admitted  correctness  of  this 
practice  renders  any  argument  in  its  favor  superfluous.  If,  then,  this 
practice  should  obtain  in  this  State,  the  location  of  the  depot  at  the  junc- 
tion of  this  road  with  the  Mount  Carmel  road  at  Shields'  branch  would 
be  not  only  judicious,  but  almost  imperative.  The  same  horses,  then, 
required  for  the  business  part  of  the  city  of  Alton,  could  be  used  for  the 
same  purpose  between  the  Lower  and  Upper  towns. 

Another  consideration,  which  urges  itself  with  great  force  in  favor  of 
the  adoption  of  this  line  between  the  two  towns  of  Alton,  is  its  trifling 
cost.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  line  recommended  by  the  chief  engi- 
neer of  the  western  district,  with  the  view  of  crossing  Wood  river,  is 
$18,719.  The  difference  in  favor  of  the  line  surveyed  by  myself  fur- 
nishes a  strong  argument  not  only  in  favor  of  this  line,  but  of  the  adop- 
tion of  the  northern  route  beyond  Upper  Alton. 

These  considerations  induced  me  to  adopt,  for  definite  location,  the 
line  above  described,  as  the  best  possible  route  between  the  city  of  Alton 
and  Upper  Alton.  To  secure  to  the  citizens  of  Upper  Alton  the  full 
benefits  of  a  location  through  that  town — to  avoid  the  heavy  expense 
of  crossing  Wood  river  and  the  steep  grade  on  cither  side  of  it — to  estab- 
lish a  grade  through  the  whole  distance  to  Hillsboro,  which  would  enable 
a  given  power  to  overcome  the  intervening  obstacles  with  the  greatest 
despatch  and  trad  the  greatest  amount  of  tonnage — to  secure  to  the  inhab- 
itants along  the  line  of  the  road  the  greatest  advantages  of  locations,  and 
to  the  whole  State  the  benefits  of  the  most  economical  construction — I 
was  led  to  adopt  the  northern  route  after  leaving  Upper  Alton. 

The  maximum  grade  on  the  northern  route  is  52.80  feet  per  mile.  The 
plane,  with  this  grade,  is,  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Upper  Alton, 
descending  towards  the  town,  and  is  5,900  feet  in  length.  Its  descent 
towards  the  town — the  direction  in  which  the  greatest  portion  of  the  ton- 
nage would  be  transported — renders  it  much  less  objectionable  than  it 
would  be- elsewhere.  At  the  summit,  a  double  track  of  500  feet  is  pro- 
vided for,  so  as  to  enable  an  engine  to  return  to  the  depot  at  Upper  Al- 
ton for  any  additional  number  of  cars  it  would  be  enabled  to  trail  over 
the  balance  of  the  road. 

The  maximum  grade  of  the  southern  route  is  56i  feet  per  mile;  and 
there  are  6i  miles  of  grade  ranging  from  52  to  56i  feet  per  mile.  On 
the  northern  route  there  is  no  plane,  excepting  the  one  above  mentioned 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Upper  Alton,  exceeding  39.60  feet  per  mile. 
The  planes  on  the  northern  route  are  short  and  undulating,  while  those 
on  the  southern  route  are  generally  long.  The  consequence  is,  that  an 
engine  of  a  given  power  will  trail  with  more  speed  a  greater  amount  of 
tonnage  on  the  northern  than  on  the  southern  route. 

The  length  of  the  northern  route  to  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  two 
routes  is  35.(33  miles,  and  of  the  southern  route,  31.38  miles.  Although 
the  advantage  of  distance  is  in  favor  of  the  southern  route,  yet  the  ad- 
vantage in  grade  of  the  northern  route  will  more  than  counterbalance 
it;  for  a  given  power,  with  the  same  load,  will  pass,  in  less  time,  over 
the  northern  than  the  southern  route.     For  a  more  critical  comparison 
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of  the  capacity  of  the  two  routes,  I  would  refer  you  to  the  tables  here- 
with submitted,  marked  A,  B,  and  C. 

The  aggregate  cost  of  the  southern  route  will  be  (see  table  of  esti- 
mates) $'328,772;  of  the  northern  route,  $299,436 — showing  an  advan- 
tage in  favor  of  the  latter,  of  $29,336. 

Having,  for  the  above  reasons,  adopted  the  northern  route  from  Upper 
Alton,  for  the  continuation  of  the  location  of  the  13  miles  to  be  put  under 
contract,  I  have  made  the  necessary  maps,  profiles,  and  estimates,  which 
are  herewith  submitted,  together  with  those  of  the  route  from  the  city 
of  Alton  to  Upper  Alton. 

Having  thus  completed  the  location  of  the  13  miles  to  be  put  under 
contract  the  22d  inst.,  I  proceeded,  conformably  to  your  instructions,  to 
the  extension  of  the  preliminary  survey  towards  Shelbyville.  The  sur- 
veys are  now  progressing  in  the  neighborhood  of  Hillsboro,  and  from 
the  examinations  already  made,  it  is  ascertained  that  the  obstacles  in  the 
vicinity  of  that  town  are  not  as  formidable  as  were  anticipated.  Should 
the  season  not  prove  too  inclement,  I  shall  be  able  to  complete  the  sur- 
vey by  the  l5th  of  November. 

In  conclusion,  I  but  perform,  to  those  composing  my  corps,  a  pleasing 
duty,  in  stating  that  in  all  my  operations  I  have  been  very  greatly  aided 
by  them,  collectively  and  individually.  Messrs.  Edward  Shotwell  and 
A.  W.  Cutter,  junior,  assistants,  have  sustained  themselves  in  a  manner 
equally  honorable  to  the  service  and  satisfactory  to  me;  and  to  Sam- 
uel Brooke,  jr.,  especially,  am  I  indebted  for  the  ability  and  skill  with 
which  he  discharged  all  the  important  duties  assigned  him  during  my 
temporary  absence. 

With  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 
F.  HAWN, 
Senior  Assistant  Engineer, 
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Table  of  Gradients  of  ilie  Southern  Route. 

This  table  (as  well  as  that  of  the  Northern  route)  is  not  continued  to  the  termination  of 
the  route,  but  ends,  after  passing  over  the  rough  ground,  at  a  point  where  the  surface 
and  grades  will  be  equal  on  both  routes. 
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Table  of  Gradients  of  the  Nortliern  Route  and  Line  of  Location. 

In  instituting  a  comparison  between  the  Northern  and  Southern  routes,  commence-  at 
Plane  Nc.  1.  Planes  a,  b,  &c.  belong  to  the  line  between  the  Mt.  Carmel  railroad  and 
Upper  Alton. 


aj 

ft 

o  ^ 

a   •'6 

0 

ft 

o 

a 

c 

o    . 
"53  o 

s  .2 

Localities. 

a 

g 

o 

J's 

1 1  -3  £  a 

• 

o 

0} 

s 

p 

H^ 

«    r;    CS 

Fee*. 

Feet. 

Fed. 

Fee*. 

' 

A 

200 

level 

- 

_ 

- 

In  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

B 

5,800 

asce&t 

105.60 

116.00 

116.00 

Ascending  the  Mississippi  bluff. 

C 

400 

level 

- 

- 

116.00 

In  Upper  Alton. 

D 

900 

descent 

52.80 

9.00 

107.00 

In  Upper  Alton. 

1 

2,200 

ascent 

29.56 

128.32 

119.32 

In  Upper  Alton,  Liberty  street. 

2 

900 

level 

- 

- 

119.32 

In  Upper  Alton  precincts. 

3 

800 

descent 

31.68 

4.80 

114.52 

In  Upper  Alton  precincts. 

4 

100 

level 

- 

- 

114.52 

In  Upper  Alton  precincts. 

5 

1,700 

ascent 

29.56 

137.40 

124.04 

In  Upper  Alton  precincts. 

6 

100 

" 

50.68 

138.80 

125.00 

Between  N.  Buckmaster's  and  summit  of  ridge. 

7 

5,900 

« 

52.80 

197.80 

184.00 

Between  N.  Buckmaster's  and  summit  of  ridge. 

8 

100 

H 

46.72 

198.68 

184.88 

Between  N.  Buckmaster's  and  summit  of  ridge. 

!) 

1,100 

level 

- 

_ 

184.88 

Between  N.  Buckmaster's  and  summit  of  ridge. 

Id 

3,600 

descent 

40.12 

41.16 

157.52 

Crossing  Coal  Branch  valley. 

11 

100 

M 

8.07 

41.31 

157.47 

Crossing  Coal  Branch  valley. 

12 

100 

level 

_ 

_ 

157.47 

Crossing  Coal  Branch  valley. 

13 

2,400 

ascent 

31.68 

213.08 

171.87 

Ascending  Coal  Branch  valley  on  the  east  side. 

M 

1,800 

« 

36.96 

225.68 

184.47 

15 

400 

level 

- 

_ 

184.47 

16 

1,300 

descent 

34.84 

49.89 

175.89 

17 

1,000 

ascent 

15.84 

228.68 

178.89 

IS 

800 

level 

- 

- 

178.89 

Opposite  female  seminary. 

19 

1,400 

descent 

25.08 

56.54 

172.24 

20 

1,500 

level 

- 

- 

172.24 

21 

100 

ascent 

26.40 

233.68 

177.24 

•22 

1,300 

level 

- 

_ 

177.24 

23 

2,500 

ascent 

36.96 

251.18 

194.74 

Scarritt's  prairie. 

24 

2,500 

•* 

21.12 

261.18 

204.74 

25 

1,700 

level 

-    . 

- 

204.74 

2<  > 

400 

ascent 

26.40 

263.18 

206.74 

27 

2,700 

level 

- 

- 

206.74 

2b 

4,400 

ascent 

15.84 

276.38 

219.94 

2!) 

2,800 

" 

36.96 

295.98 

239.54 

30 

4,500 

level 

- 

_ 

239.54 

31 

1,800 

ascent 

26.40 

304.98 

248.54 

32 

600 

level 

- 

_ 

248.54 

13 

3,200 

descent 

39.60 

81.04 

224.04 

34 

100 

" 

26.40 

81.54 

223.54 

35 

1,300 

level 

_ 

_ 

223.54 

3( 

500 

ascent 

26.40 

307.48 

226.04 

37 

1,400 

level 

_ 

_ 

226.04 

3fc 

1,200 

descent 

26.40 

87.54 

219.94 
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The  following  table,  exhibiting  statements  of  the  capacity  of  locomotive  engines 
to  overcome  or  ascend  different  grades,  with  their  loads  attached,  are  adduced 
from  actual  experiment  made  upon  the  different  railroads  in  the  United  States. 

Statement  No.  1  exhibits  the  weight  of  train  a  locomotive  engine  is  capable 
of  moving  (exclusive  of  engine  and  tender)  at  a  rate  of  speed  of  five  miles  per 
hour,  as  its  ordinary  performance,  or  a  maximum  of  useful  effect,  upon  a  rail- 
road in  ordinary  repair,  upon  the  different  acclivities,  set  in  the  opposite  column, 
under  head  of  ascent  per  mile. 

By  reducing  the  weight  of  train,  its  speed  will  be  accelerated;  and  an  engine 
that  will  overcome  an  ascent  of  twenty-five  feet  per  mile,  with  a  train  weighing 
60.24  tons,  at  a  rate  of  speed  of  five  miles  per  hour,  will,  under  the  same  circum- 
stance, attain  a  speed  often  miles  per  hour,  with  a  train  weighing  37.36  tons. 

Statement  No.  2  exhibits  also  the  weight  of  train  (exclusive  of  engine  and 
tender)  as  the  extraordinary,  or  greatest  effect  upon  the  same  grades,  and  at  the 
same  rate  of  speed,  under  most  favorable  circumstances,  where  the  cars,  road, 
and  machinery,  are  in  perfect  adjustment,  and  the  engine  supplied  with  the  best 
fuel,  &c. 

Statement  No.  3  exhibits  the  weight  of  load  a  horse  can  draw  at  a  speed  of 
two  and  a  half  miles  per  hour,  and  for  eight  hours  per  day,  upon  the  several 
grades  opposite  in  the  column  of  grades. 

By  applying  this  table  to  ascertain  the  capacity  of  a  road,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that,  although  the  calculations  are  not  made  with  reference  to  grades  of  a 
particular  length,  a  locomotive  can,  for  a  short  period,  double  its  usual  perform- 
ance; and  if  the  planes  are  short  and  alternate,  with  levels  or  descents,  a  much 
greater  useful  effect  can  be  produced  on  them.  For  example:  a  locomotive  can 
ascend  an  aclivity  of  ten  feet  per  mile,  trailing  a  train  weighing  89.65  tons; 
whereas,  if  it  traverses  a  level  with  that  load,  it  can  meet  with  and  ascend,  for  a 
short  distance,  an  acclivity  of  twenty  feet  per  mile;  but  if  the  grade  is  of  great 
length,  it  can  ascend  it  with  only  67.86  tons. 


No.  1. 

No.  2. 

Ascent  per  mile. 

Maximum  of  useful 

Extraordinary  or 

No.  3. 

effect. 

greatest  effect. 

Feet. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

-     Tons. 

Level 

128.88 

266.16 

16.00 

5 

106.00 

220.40 

14.07 

10 

89.65 

184.24 

12.05 

15 

77.40 

163.20 

10.55 

20 

67.86 

144.13 

9  37 

25 

60.24 

128.88 

8.44 

30 

54.00 

116.40 

7.67 

35 

48.80 

106.00 

7.03 

40 

44.40 

97.20 

6.49 

45 

40.62 

89.65 

6.02 

50 

37.36 

83.12 

5.63 

55 

34.50 

77.40 

5.27 

60 

31.97 

72.35 

4.96 

65 

29.73 

67.86 

4.68 

70 

27.72 

63.85 

4.44 

75 

25.92 

60.24 

4.22 

80 

24.28 

56.97 

4.11 

85 

22.80 

54.00 

3.83 

90 

21.44 

51.28 

3.67 

95 

20.20 

48.80 

3.51 

100 

19.05 

46.51 

3.37 

105 

18.00 

44.40 

3.25 
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Report  of   Walter  Terrell,  Engineer  Southern  Cross  Railroad. 

Internal  Improvement  Office,     , 

Belleville,  October  23,  1838. 
To  Edward  Smith,  Esq., 

Principal  Engineer  of  the  Southern  Engineering  District  of  Illinois. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  letter  of  instructions,  received  on  the 
17th  of  September,  ordering  an  examination,  survey,  and  definite  loca- 
tion of  two  miles  of  the  Southern  Cross  railroad,  at  Carlyle,  embracing 
the  crossing  of  the  Kaskaskia  river,  I  herewith  present  you  a  brief  re- 
port of  estimates,  grades,  and  curvatures  thereof. 

Field  operations  were  commenced  on  the  19th  day  of  September  and 
vigorously  prosecuted  till  the  30th,  notwithstanding  the  frequent  attacks 
of  sickness  on  several  members  of  the  party. 

A  compass  and  level  line  was  first  run  from  the  Kaskaskia  river,  east- 
wardly,  along  the  great  western  mail  route  to  the  Grand  prairie,  a  dis- 
tance of  three  miles,  by  which  the  general  elevation  of  the  country  could 
be  correctly  determined.  Finding  thereby  that  there  were  two  ridges, 
to  wit,  Bond's  and  Huey's,  each  of  which  is  eighty-two  feet  above  the 
general  level  of  the  river  bottom  land,  and  unfortunately  at  right  angles 
to  the  direction  of  the  survey — a  strict  reconnoissance  was  then  made 
to  pass  around  or  through  them  in  depressions. 

Notwithstanding  two  miles  only  were  directed  to  be  definitely  loca- 
ted, yet  it  was  found  absolutely  necessary  for  the  examinations  to  ex- 
tend each  way  much  further,  in  order  thereby  to  ascertain  the  obstacles 
which  would  be  in  the  continuation  of  any  one  of  these  routes. 

A  location  was  then  commenced  on  the  west  edge  of  Grand  prairie, 
passing  the  lowest  possible  ground  on  the  ridge,  about  a  half  mile  north  of 
Col.  Huey's  house;  in  which  ridge  wasanaverage  cut  of  twenty-three  feet 
for  about  twelve  hundred  feet,  with  a  grade  of  sixty-two  and  a  half  feet 
per  mile  for  2800 feet;  thence  passing  Spring  creek, though  dry,yet  having 
the  appearance  of  discharging  a  great  quantity  of  water  during  freshets. 
This  valley,  about  four  hundred  feet  wide,  must  be  passed  with  an  em- 
bankment of  thirty-four  feet  high,  and  consequently,  a  very  costly  cul- 
vert, not  less  than  six  feet  chord  and  one  hundred  feet  long — suitable 
stone  being  about  five  and  a  half  miles  distant  and  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river. 

The  line  then  passes  over  a  post-oak  flat,  and  nearly  horizontal,  for  a 
half  mile;  then  descending  into  the  low  land  of  the  Kaskaskia  bottom, 
with  a  grade  of  fifty-five  and  a  half  feet  per  mile,  for  nearly  a  half  mile, 
crosssing  a  creek  requiring1  a  small  tressle  bridge  and  several  small 
drains;  thence  around  the  north  end  of  Bond's  ridge,  with  grades  nearly 
horizontal,  and  curves  not  exceeding  four  degrees.  This  is  mostly  side-hill 
cutting,  and  very  precipitous,  the  base  of  the  hill  having  been  once  wash- 
ed by  the  river,  and  is  yet  overflown  to  the  depth  of  eight  or  ten  feet  at 
high  water,  as  indicated  by  drift-wood  and  ice  marks.  After  leaving  this 
bluff,  which  isinden<ed  with  frequent  and  deep  ravines,  the  line  passes  a 
fourth  of  amile  north  of  Mrs.Bond's  house,  and  with  a  five  degree  curve 
enters  the  Kaskaskia  bottom,  and  obtains  the  north  edge  of  the  great 
western  mail  route  embankment;  contiguous  and  parallel  to  which  it 
crosses  the  Kaskaskia  river,  in  the  pool  of  the  Carlyle  mill-dam;  thence 
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with  a  sinuous  line,  deflecting  according  to  the  nature  of  the  country,* 
it  passes  through  the  lower  town  of  Carlyle;  and  about  one  mile! 
west  of  which,  in  a  direction  to  the  Shoal  creek  crossing,  it  termi-j 
nates. 

The  next  route  which  invited  particular  attention  and  critical  cxami-j 
nation,  was  one  in  which  Huey's  ridge  could  be  avoided — a  deflection  I 
Irom  the  aforesaid  line  (marked  A,)  near  the  northeast  edge  of  Bond's! 
bluff,  bearing  south  574°  east,  in  the  direction  to  cross  a  depression  in  I 
Huey's  ridge,  about  half  a  mile  south  of  the  great  western  mail  route,' 
where  the  experimental  survey  of  July,  1837,  crossed  it.  This  line  was 
found  to  be  practicable,  having  moderate  grades  and  gentle  curves;  yet, 
from  its  passing  obliquely  through  several  farms,  and  making  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  southing,1!  after  having  made  a  fourth  of  a  mile  northing, 
rendering  it  materially  objectionable. 

An  examination  of  a  route  crossing  the  Kaskaskia  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
north  of  the  mail  route,  and  deflecting  from  the  north  route  [marked  A] 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  crossing  the  bottom  on  about  the  same  ele- 
vation as  the  former  line;  thence,  with  a  tangent,  through  Judge  Breese's 
addition  to  Carlyle.  This  line,  like  all  others,  has  its  advantages  and  dis- 
advantages. For  practicability  and  cheapness,  it  equals  the  route  in 
which  the  railroad  and  the  mail  route  cross  together,  except  in  the  one 
particular  of  the  bridge,  which  would  be  for  railroad  purposes  only — and 
the  embankment  being  single,  and  not  having  the  support  of  being  con- 
nected with  the  mail  route  embankment.  This,  together  with  the  route 
marked  A,  consists  principally  of  clay  graduation  and  heavy  timbered 
grubbing  and  clearing. 

The  southern  route,  marked  B  on  the  map  and  profile,  is  next  con- 
sidered. This  line  occupies  nearly  the  same  ground  whereon  was  run 
the  experimental  line  of  July,  1837.  It  commences  in  the  east  edge  of 
section  20,  township  2  north  of  range  2  west  of  the  third  principal  meri- 
dian, and  thence  west  over  the  south  end  of  Bond's  bluff,  where  there  is 
an  average  cut  of  twenty-five  feet  for  seven  hundred  feet,  a  five  degree 
curve,  with  a  grade  of  fifty-eight  feet  per  mile  for  three  thousand  six 
hundred  feet,  descending  to  the  bottom  land  of  the  Kaskaskia.  From 
the  elevation  of  this  hill,  and  the  depth  to  which  it  will  be  cut,  rock  may 
be  apprehended.  Before  the  operations  for  graduation  shall  have  com- 
menced, it  may  be  advisable  to  sink  a  te°t-pit  at  the  greatest  depth  of 
cutting,  which  is  thirty-two  feet,  and  if  rock  should  be  found,  the  grade 
may  be  conveniently  raised,  and  thereby  render  it  less  expensive.  This, 
as  the  north  line,  crosses  the  bottom  on  the  north  side,  and  at  the  foot  of 
the  mail  route  embankment,  and  occupies  the  same  ground  through  the 
town  of  Carlyle  to  its  termination.  Worthy  of  consideration,  and  in 
connection  with  this  route,  may  be  mentioned  the  alley  route.  This  line, 
upon  examination,  may  be  found  to  interfere  least  with  the  private  prop- 
erty of  the  town;  yet  there  is  a  grade  of  sixty-three  and  a  half  feet  per 
mile  for  nine  hundred  feet,  directly  west  of  the  Kaskaskia  river  crossing. 

It  appears  necessary  that  a  choice  should  now  be  made  between  the 
north  and  south  routes.  It  will  appear  from  the  maps,  that  they  con- 
nect on  the  river  bottom,  and  thence  to  the  western  termination,  occu- 
pying the  same  ground.  From  an  investigation  of  the  costs  for  the  two 
miles  only,  including  the  bridging,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  south  exceeds 
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the  north  route  by  $4,428,  which  would  be  but  a  small  argument  in 
favor  of  the  north;  and  when  it  is  known  that  the  two  miles  on  the  so*uth 
route  embrace  all  the  heavy  and  expensive  graduation,  with  grades  and 
curvatures  but  little  if  any  exceeding  the  north  route;  and  a  continua- 
tion of  this  line,  either  at  the  east  or  the  west  end,  would  require  but 
little  graduation    and  no  grubbing  or  clearing;  (while  that  of  the  north 

would  require  expensive  graduation  and  heavy  clearing  and  grubbing) it 

is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  apreferance  should  be  given  to  the  south 
route. 

The  whole  work  has  been  divided  into  three  sections — the  graduation 
grubbing,  clearing  and  draining  for  the  two  miles,  comprise  two  sec- 
tions, being  one  mile  each — and  so  arranged  that  they  may  be  prose- 
cuted without  interfering  the  one  with  the  other.  The  bridging  and  ma- 
sonry, together  with  the  pits  and  foundations,  comprise  the  third  section. 
The  same  amount  of  tressle  bridging,  on  the  river  bottom,  has  been 
adopted  for  the  railroad  as  had  been  contemplated  on  the  western  mail 
route,  and  instituted  in  similar  situations,  except  that  stone  abutments 
be  used  instead  of  wood. 

The  estimates  for  the  main  bridge  across  the  Kaskaskia  have  been 
made  upon  Burr's  plan,  with  double  track  roadway  and  roofed— three 
ribs  and  three  double  arches  of  1,0  feet  span;  to  which  are  added  twp 
land  spans,  of  30  feet  each,  of  double  track,  supported  on  stone  piers. 

The  stone  for  the  abutments,  &c,  can  be  obtained  about  two  and  a 
half  miles  south  of  Carlyle,  near  the  river  bank  The  quarries  have  not 
been  opened  to  that  extent  which  would  warrant  a  certainty  of  obtain- 
ing first  rate  rock;  but  from  the  natural  appearances,  a  conclusion  may 
be  safely  drawn  that  suitable  stone  for  range  rock  or  range  ruble  ma 
gonry  can  be  had. 

For  a  full  and  more  satifactory  explanation  of  this  survey,  in  addition 
to  this  report,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  maps,  profiles,  and  esti- 
mates, on  which  are  shown  the  sub-divisions  of  the  work  into  sections. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WALTER  TERRELL. 


in  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  that  part  of  the  Southern  Cross  Railroad 
as  lies  in  and  near  Carlyle.  and  on  each  side  of  the  Kaskaskia  river,  and 
embracing  a  distance  of  two  miles. 

Section  No.  1,  commencing  in  the  east  part  of  section  20,  township  2 
lorth,  and  range  2  west  of  the  principal  meridian,  and  extending  north- 
westwardly over  the  Kaskaskia  river  bluff  and  nearly  to  its  foot,  a  dis- 
tance of  5,300  feet. 

|  4,620  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  18  cents   -             -  $ 832  68 

j43,026  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  20  cents     -             -  8,605  20 

33  chains  of  clearing,  at  $4                _             .             .  'l32  00 

2!3  chains  of  grubbing,  at  $4               -             -             .  112  00 

1  open  drain  of  3  feet  span,  C  perches,  at  $4  24  00 

$9,705  88 


126 

Section  No.  2,  extending  across  the  Kaskaskia  river  bottom  adjoining 

and  parallel  to  the  Groat  Western  mail  route,  and  to  the  west  end  of 
Carlyle  proper — 5,300  feet. 

12,657  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  20  cents     -  -  $~,52l   40 

14,526  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  20  cents         -  -  2,905  20 

13  chains  clearing,  at  $4     -            -             --  -  52  00 

5  chains  grubbing,  at  $4   -             -             -  -  20  00 

3  stone  drains,  92  perches,  at  $4   -            -  -  368  00 

$5,866  60 


Section  No  3  comprises  the  main  bridge  of  150  feet  over  the  Kaskas- 
kia, and  connected  within  two  spans  of  30  feet  each;  the  masonry,  foun- 
dation pits,  foundation  timbers,  if  necessary,  600  feet  lineal  of  tressle 
work  bridging  at  two  different  places  on  the  river  bottom,  and  the  ma- 
sonry of  abutments,  if  adopted. 

Burr's  Plan. 

Superstructure. 

150  feet  lineal  of  main  bridge,  at  $40  -  -         $6,000  00 

60  feet  lineal  land  spans,  at  $15         -  -  -  900  00 

Masonry  of  range  rock  work. 

1,150  perches,  at  $6         -----  6,90000 

260  perches  on  small  piers,  at  $5            -            -            -  1,300  00 

260 1  in.  bolts                -             -            -             -            -  104.00 

Pits  and  foundation  timbers      -             -             .  400  00 

Single  track  tressle  work  on  river  bottom. 

600  feet  lineal,  at  $4    -  -  -  -  -  2,400  00 

4  stone  abutments,  130  perch,  at  $5      -  -  -  650  00 

$18,654  00 


No.   of 

Tangents. 

Curves. 

Sections. 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 
2 

4.100 
2.100 

- 

- 

2,600 

1,200 
600 
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EXHIBIT  No.  III. 


REPORT    OF    ELIJAH  WILLARD, 

WITH    ACCOMPANYING    DOCUMENTS. 


Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Vandalia,  December  10,  1838. 

To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Since  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  in  June  last,  8  miles 
and  2. 1 6  chains  of  one  hundred  feet  of  the  Central  railroad,  at  the  north- 
ern crossing  of  Cash  river,  have  been  put  under  contract. 

Contract  No.  3 — in  length  four  chains  of  one  hundred  feet^  including 
the  building  of  a  bridge  at  the  southern  crossing  of  Cash  river,  has  been 
relet  in  consequence  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  work  was  awarded  at 
the  letting  in  Jonesboro,  on  the  7th  day  of  May  last,  failing  to  enter 
into  contract.  . 

These  two  contracts  were  awarded  to  Bryan  Shannissee.  of  Madison 
:ounty,Ill.,  at  the  letting  in  Jonesboro,  on  the  23d  day  of  August  last, 
and  are  contracted  to  be  finished  and  delivered  up  to  the  State  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  December,  1839. 

Much  has  already  been  done;  and  from  the  known  responsibility  and 
efficiency  of  the  contractor,,  there  is  no  doubt  of  his  having  the  work 
•-ompleted  within  the  time  specified. 

Contract  7 — in  length,  3  miles  3.6  chains  of  one  hundred  feet,  was 
iwarded  to  Graham  and  Ryan;  and  contracts  1,  2,4,  5,  and  6,  in  length 
about  17  miles,  to  M'Ginley  and  Graham,  at  the  letting  in  Jonesboro, 
on  the  ?th  day  of  May  last,  who  are  bound  to  have  the  same  completed, 
and  ready  to  deliver  up  to  the  State,  on  or  before  November    1,  1839. 

The  work  on  these  contracts  is  in  a  favorable  state  of  forwardness, 
exhibiting  such  industry,  efficiency,  and  perseverance  on  the  part  of  the 
ontractors  as  to  ensure  the  completion  of  the  same  within  the  time 
equired  of  them.  The  work  on  all  of  these  contracts  embraces  about 
wenty-three  miles  of  the  Central  railroad,  extending  from  the  bank  of 
f  the  Ohio  river,  in  Cairo  city,  northward. 

Henry  Singleton,  of  St  Louis,  has  contracted  to  deliver,  on  or  before 
le  first  day  of  March,  1840,  the  timber  for  the  superstructure  of  all  of 
aese  portions  of  the  railroad,  at  about  $1,623  per  mile.  The  contract 
fas  awarded  to  him  at  the  letting  at  Cairo  city,  on  the  7th  day  of  No- 
embcr  lust-  From  the  known  character  of  Mr  Singleton,  it  is  believed 
lat  this  work  could  not  be  in  better  hands  for  the  interests  of  the  State. 
,  Ten  acres  of  land  has  been  purchased  for  the  depot  ground  in  Cairo, 
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at  the  southern  termination  of  the  road,  in  the  most  favorable  situation, 
and  with  all  the  advantages  of  an  excellent  landing  on  the  Ohio  river; 
for  which  was  paid  five  hundred  dollars. 

An  order  of  the  Circuit  Court  was  obtained  last  spring,  at  Unity,  in 
Alexander  county,  for  the  right  of  way  of  the  Central  railroad  through 
sections  25, 26,  '33,  14,  11,  3,  and  2,  in  township  No.  17,  south  range  No. 
1  west  of  the  3d  principal  meridian,  and  for  the  privilege  of  materials 
for  the  construction  of  the  road,  without  an  award  of  damages  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  land. 

The  right  of  way  has  been  relinquished,  voluntarily,  through  thirteen 
tracts  of  land  in  Union  and  Alexander  counties.  No  case  for  the  right 
of  way  has  come  to  the  decision  of  a  jury  in  either  of  these  counties, 
and  it  is  presumed  that  none  will. 

About  one  thousand  acres  of  land,  in  Alexander  county,  has  been 
purchased  for  the  State, at  Government  price;  about  one-half  of  which 
was  entered  within  the  last  six  months,  all  of  which  is  well  situated  and 
of  much  value  to  the  State,  A  house  for  a  railroad  office  and  lot  in 
Jonesboro  has  been  purchased,  for  which  three  thousand  dollars  was 
paid.  This  building  and  lot  are  at  a  very  convenient  point  for  the  business 
of  the  third  judicial  circuit,  and  more  particularly  for  the  southern 
portion  of  the  Central  railroad. 

Two  engineering  parties  were  organized  and  commenced  operations 
on  the  Central  railroad,  near  its  southern  termination,  about  the  first  of 
February  last — one  party  running  experimental  lines,  and  the  other  loca- 
ting. Both  parties  continued  in  the  field  until  about  the  first  of  May, 
when  one  was  disbanded,  and  the  other  continued  in  the  field  until  they 
completed  aline  from  Cairo  to  Vandalia,  which  was  accomplished  about 
the  first  of  June,  when  they  returned  to  Alexander  county  and  con- 
tinued operations  in  the  field  until  about  the  first  of  November;  when 
the  party  was  disbanded,  and  only  a  sufficient  number  of  engineers  and 
assistants  retained  to  superintend  the  works  in  progress  of  construction. 

That  part  of  the  Alton  and  Shawneetown  railroad  between  Shawnee- 
town  and  Equality,  is  divided  into  ten  sections  of  about  one  mile  each. 

The  delivery  of  the  timber  for  the  superstructure  of  the  bridge  at  the 
crossing  of  the  north  fork  of  the  Saline,  and  for  the  superstructure  of  this 
part  of  the  road — about  twelve  miles  in  length  -was  put  under  contract 
at  the  letting  in  Shawneetown  on  the  lOthday  of  September  last;  which 
is  contracted  to  be  delivered  on  the  line  of  the  railroad  on  or  before  the 
31st  day  of  December,  1839. 

OrvellSecton,  of  Gallatin  county,  111.,  has  the  contract  for  furnishing 
timber  for  the  superstructure  on  section  1;  E.  A.  and  A.  A.  Gibbon,  of 
the  same  county,  for  sections  2,3,4,  5,  6,7,  and  8;  John  Crenshaw,  for 
section  0,  and  the  timber  for  the  bridge;  and  Benjamin  White,  for  section 
10;  John  Crenshaw  and  Edgar  Bogardus,  for  the  building  of  the  offices 
and  depot  buildings  at  Shawneetown,  and  for  building  the  depot  building 
at  Equality,  which  the}  have  agreed  to  have  completed  within  eighteen 
months  from  the  12th  of  September  last.  All  of  these  men  are  consider- 
ed efficient  contractors. 

Alfred  Ilicherson,  who  contracted  for  sections  1,  2,  3,4  6,  7,  8,9  and 
10,  comprising  about  eleven  miles  of  this  road,  at  the  letting  in  Shawnee- 
town, on  the  15th  of  March  last,  has  his  work  in  a  state  of  advancement 
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highly  creditable  to  himself  as  a  contractor.  This  work  is  contracted 
to  be  completed  on  or  before  the  25th  of  November,  1839. 

Section  No  5,  about  one  mile  in  length,  taken  by  James  Ryan,  at  the 
same  time  and  place,  and  to  be  finished  at  the  same  period,  is  in  a  favor- 
able state  of  forwardness. 

In  obtaining  the  right  of  way,  no  difficulty  of  importance  has  arisen  on 
the  work.  Three  cases  only  have  gone  to  a  jury;  one  of  which  is  about 
to  be  settled  with  but  little  expense  to  the  State.  The  other  two  are  yet 
undetermined. 

The  general  disposition  of  the  citizans  owning  land  along  the  line  of 
the  road  has  been  to  relinquish  voluntarily.  The  citizens  of  Shawnee- 
town  and  Equality  have  been  as  liberal  as  could  be  desired  in  their  do- 
nations of  land  to  the  State  on  which  to  erect  depots,  buildings,  offices, 
machine  shops,  &c.  Those  of  the  former  place  have  released  to  the 
State  about  four  acres,  in  lots,  very  favorably  situated  for  the  purposes  of 
the  road;  and  those  of  the  latter,  a  sufficient  quantity  for  all  present  and 
future  purposes. 

A  tract  of  land  of  about  890  acres,  entered  in  Gallatin  county,  at  gov- 
ernment price,  for  the  State,  has  become  quite  valuable,  and  would  rea- 
dily sell  at  a  very  considerable  advance  on  the  cost.  The  entry  on  the 
line  of  the  road  at  Muddy  river  is  valuable. 

An  engineering  party  was  organized  on  this  road  last  spring;  their 
operations  extended  from  equality  to  the  intersection  with  the  Alton  and 
Mount  Carmtl  railroad,  locating,  in  the  mean  time,  about  thirty  miles 
north  of  Equality,  and  three  miles  at  Silver  creek,  ready  for  contract. 
The  party  was  discharged  from  the  field  afoout  the  first  of  October  last. 


The  total  amount  of  money  received  by  me 
Amount  expended  on  Little  Wabash  river  since  the  4th 

June   last  - 

Am't  expended  on  same  river  previous  to  4th  June  last 

Total  amount  expended  on  Alton  and  Mount  Carmel 
railroad  previous  to  4th  June  last,  (principally 
for  Government  land) 

Expended  on  account  of  general  fund  previous  to  4th 
June  last  ... 

Expended  on  acc't  of  general  fund  since  4th  June  last 


Of  this  general  fund  there  has  been  charged  to  Central 

railroad  ... 

Amount  expended  previous  to  4th  June  last,  on  Cen- 
tral railroad  ... 
Am't  expended  since  4th  June  last  on  Central  railroad 

Of  the  general  fund  there  has  been   charged  to  Alton 

and  Shawneetown  railroad 
Amount  expended  previous  to  4th  June  last  on  Alton 

and  Shawneetown  railroad 
Amount  expended  since  4th  June  last  on  Alton  and 

Shawneetown  railroad 


Total  amount  expended  by  me      - 

Amount  due  the  State  on  the  3d  December,  1838 

9 


- 

$91,371  464 

$2,724  65£ 
211  76 

$2,936  414 

- 

1,975  29 

1,715  00 

1,485  00 

3,200  00 

2,350  00 

14,768  22£ 
22,525  37| 

39,643  604 

850  00 

13,152  334 

28,761  41 J 

42,763  75 

• 

- 

87,319  05J 

4,052  40* 
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All  the  money  expended  in  the  purchase  of  land  is  charged  to  the 
railroad  to  which  they  are  adjacent. 

No  lettings  have  taken  place  on  the  Little  Wabash  river,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  inadequacy  of  the  appropriation  to  commence  and  com- 
plete the  most  important  improvements  in  a  manner  contemplated  by 
law.  A  survey  of  the  river  has  been  made — the  result  will  be  found  in 
the  report  of  the  principal  Engineer,  Mr.  Smith,  a  copy  of  which  is  here- 
to annexed  and  made  a  part  of  this  report.  That  portion  of  the  timber 
obstructions,  estimated  at$3,G58,  will  soon  be  removed.  This  work  is 
carried  on  by  Captain  Joseph  Jones,  of  Mount  Carmel,  who  was  employ- 
ed under  the  direction  of  the  principal  engineer. 

The  report  of  the  principal  engineer  in  charge  of  the  Central  railroad, 
and  Shawneetown  and  Alton  railroad  within  the  3d  judicial  circuit  is  in 
process  of  preparation,  and  will  in  a  short  time  be  submitted,  to  which 
I  shall  request  a  reference  for  details. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ELIJAH  WILLARD,  Commissioner. 


\ 
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Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Mount  Carmel,  November  10,  1838. 
To  Elijah  Willard,  Esq. 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois 
for  the  third  Judicial  Circuit. 

Sir:  The  surveys  and  examinations  of  the  Little  Wabash  river  having 
been  closed  for  the  season,  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you,  herewith, 
the  drawings,  estimates,  and  field  books  in  relation  thereto. 

As  was  stated  to  you  in  a  former  communication,  the  continuous  high 
stage  of  water  in  the  river  delayed,  until  near  midsummer,  the  proper  ex- 
aminations requisite  to  be  made  of  the  bed  of  the  stream,  to  determine 
on  the  most  judicious  plans  for  improvement.  A  preliminary  survey  of 
the  river  about  the  obstructions  at  Carmi  and  New-Haven,  was  made 
early  in  the  spring,  with  the  expectation  that  the  soundings  could  be 
taken  and  the  bed  of  the  river  examined  shortly  thereafter;  this  expec- 
tation was  disappointed  by  the  cause  above  alluded  to. 

•As  soon,  however,  as  it  was  at  all  practicable  to  determine  the  nature 
of  the  obstructions  at  the  two  points  above  named,  with  a  view  of  fixing 
on  a  plan  of  operations,  Mr.  Seymour,  assistant  engineer,  was  detailed  to 
that  service. 

The  result  of  this  survey  and  examination,  with  the  plans  proposed  by 
the  engineer  for  the  improvements  at  New-Haven,  together  with  his  es- 
timate of  the  probable  cost  of  executing  them,  were  submitted  to  you  in 
the  month  of  August  last.  The  leading  object  in  view  in  projecting  the 
plans  above  alluded  to,  was  to  endeavor  to  bring  the  costs  of  construction 
within  the  limits  of  the  appropriation,  and  thus  secure  the  immediate  pro- 
secution of  the  work.  It  was  understood  at  the  same  time,  that  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  hydraulic  privileges  at  I\ew-Haven  valued  their  vested 
rights,  which  it  was  necessary  for  the  Stale  to  obtain  before  erecting  the 
works,  at  a  sum  which,  if  paid,  would  reduce  the  appropriation  to  a 
rather  limited  amount. 

The  law,  also,  imperatively  requires  that  the  improvements  on  the 
river  should  be  adapted  to  steamboat  navigation.  It  consequently  be- 
came necessary  to  submit  plans  of  rather  a  temporary  and  perishable 
character,  and  by  no  means  such  as  a  judicious  economy,  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  community,  or  the  importance  of  the  improvement  would 
seem  to  demand.  The  plan  of  a  wooden  lock,  submitted  by  Mr.  Sey- 
mour, was  regarded  as  rather  an  unavoidable  expedient  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  than  entitled  to  your  adoption;  and  it  was  even 
found  that  the  residue  of  the  appropriation,  after  paying  the  demand  for 
damages,  would  be  insufficient  to  complete  the  work,  even  on  that  unde- 
sirable plan. 

These  facts  having  been  submitted  to  you,  and  the  letting  being  suspen- 
ded until  the  interview  which  we  had  at  the  railroad  lettings  at  Sha  wnee- 
town,  on  the  10th  of  September  last;  and  it  then  having  been  concluded 
not  to  involve  the  State  in  contracts  and  liabilities  beyond  the  means  of 
the  appropriation  to  liquidate,  it  was  thought  most  advisable  to  defer  . 
the  lettings  of  the  work  until  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature.  With  the 
hope  and  expectation  that  additional  appropriations  would  be  obtained 
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to  ensure  the  construction  of  the  work  on  a  more  permanent  and  substan- 
tial plan,  I  instituted  further  and  more  minute  examinations  of  the  bed 
of  the  river  during  the  low  stage  of  water;  and  herewith  submit  the 
result. 

The  unusual  depression  of  water  in  the  river  was  very  favorable  for 
these  examinations,  and  they  developed  the  fact  that  the  fall  at  the  New- 
Haven  and  Carmi  ripples  to  be  overcome  by  the  proposed  works  was 
greater  than  the  approximate  calculations,  made  during  the  higher  stages 
of  water,  had  indicated. 

In  order  to  overcome  the  rapids  at  New  Haven,  and  extend  slack- 
water  navigation  to  the  town  of  Carmi,  it  will  require  a  lock  of  at  least 
eighteen  feet  lilt.  It  is  proposed  to  construct  this  lock  within  the  bed  of 
the  stream,  as  shown  by  the  drawings,  and  to  be  submerged  at  a  stage  of 
water  that  will  give  at  least  four  feet  depth  of  water  over  the  comb  of 
the  dam. 

Apian,  profile,  and  estimates  of  the  probable  cost  of  a  dam,  and  a 
eteamboat  lock  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  feet  by  thirty-five  feet 
within  the  chamber,  and  calculated  to  effect  the  above  object,  accom- 
pany this  report. 

The  dam  is  to  be  built  of  substantial  r  rib- work,  filled  with  stone,  and 
planked;  and  the  lock  of  the  best  sandstone  rock  found  in  the  vici- 
nity of  the  work,  and  to  belaid  in  ranged  hammer-dressed  masonry,  with 
hydraulic  lime,  and  lined  with  plank. 

It  is  proposed  to  use  limestone  for  the  breast  rock,  hollow  quoins, and 
capstan  wells,  which  can  be  procured  from  the  Ohio  river. 

A  lock  of  this  description  would  combine  economy  with  durability, 
and  answer  the  purpose  of  a, cut  stone  lock  of  much  more  expensive 
construetion.  The  dam  would  be  of  sufficient  height  to  produce  a  valu- 
able amount  of  water-power,  ensuring  profit  to  the  State,  and  incalcula- 
ble benefit  to  a  fertile  and  interesting  portion  of  country  immediately 
contiguous  to  the  work. 

The  plan  above  suggested  is  not  recommended  as  the  best  that  could 
be  adopted.  If  a  sufficient  appropriation  could  be  obtained  to  construct 
ft  canal  and  locks  around  the  falls  both  at  Carmi  and  New-Haven,  it 
would  certainly  be  highly  preferable  to  placing  the  works  within  the  bed 
of  the  stream.  "  The  dams  at  both  points,  and  especially  at  Carmi,  could 
have  much  additional  elevation,  and  the  effective  amount  of  the  water- 
power  vastly  increased  without  prejudice  to  the  country  above  them;  and 
it  admits  of  easy  calculation  to  show  that  the  interest  on  the  additional 
costs  of  the  work  would  bear  but  an  inconsiderable  proportion  to  the  in- 
creased value  of  the  water-power  thereby  created. 

The  result  of  the  examinations  and  estimates  of  Captain  Joseph  Jones, 
the  superintendent  on  the  river,  in  regard  to  the  limber  obstructions  to 
the  navigation,  have  been  submitted.  Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  the 
superintendent  is  progressing  with  the  removal  of  the  timber  obstuctions 
with  as  strong  a  force  as  he  has  been  able  to  employ;  and  as  the  health  of 
the  valley  improves,  he  expects  to  be  able  to  obtain  a  sufficient  number 
of  first  rate  hands  to  ensure  its  vevy  efficient  progress,  if  not  its  comple- 
tion the  present  fall  and  winter:     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

EDVV.  SiMITH, 

Principal  Engineer,  fyc. 
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An  estimate  of  the  probable  costs  of  constructing  a  dam  and  steamboat  lock 
on  the  Little  Wabash  river,  at  ^Yew-Haven,  accompanying  the.  engineers 
report,  dated  November  lO,  1833. 

1,583  cubic  yards  of  excavation  in  lookpit,  at  $2  -  $3,176  00 
4,070  cubic  yards  of  excavation    in  channel  below   lock, 

at  $1  50  -  -  -  -  6,105  00 
2,000  cubic  yards  of  earth    excavation   above  water,   at 

21)  cents         -                                                            -  40!)  00 

9,222  feet  of  lumber  in  lock  foundation,  at  15  cents         -  1,383  .50 

8,40  )  feel  of  plank  (3  inches),  at  6  cents               -             -  504  00 

8,403  feet  of  plank  (2  inches.)  at  4i  cents             -             -  3T8  0(3 

6,303  feet  of  lining  plank,  at  5  cents         -             -             -  315  00 

1,680  feet  of  string  timber  in  wall,  at  15  cents      -             -  252  00 

Lock-gates,  water-sills,  and  apparatus        -             -  1,600  00 

9,003  lbs  of  wrought  iron,  at  15  cents          -         -             -  1,350  00 

5,033  lbs  of  cast  iron,  at  8  cents  ...  -  400  00 
2,853  perches  of  ranged  hammer-dressed   masonry  laid 

in  hydraulic  cement,  at  $9      ...             -  25,67700 

Limestone  hollow  quoins,  breast  and  well-rock  -  1,303  00 
250  feet  of  crib    protection  above  and    below  lock, 

at  §'10 -  2,500  00 

$45,340  00 
230  feet  of  dam,  (crib-work  filled  with  rock  and  plank- 
ed with  5  inch  plank,)  at  $26  per  foot  running-  -  7,510  00 
360  perches  of  ranged  ruble  masonry    in  abutments, 

at  £6 -  2,160  00 

960  yards  of  slope  protection  wall,  at  $1   50  -             -  1,440  00 

2  culverts  for  hydraulic  purposes         -                      -  2,500  00 

!Side-cut  lor  use  of  water-power      -         -             -  2,50!)  00 

$61,4^0  30 

Add  for  superintendent  and  contingencies         ->  3,074  00 

Total  amount         ....              -  $64.554  3l 

Note.  The  same  description  of  improvement  will  be  required  at 
Car  mi;  and  the  above  estimate  may  be  considered  applicable  in  amount, 
or  nearly  so,  to  the  works  at  that  point  also. 
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An  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  improving  the  channel  of  the  Lit- 
tle Wabash  river  by  removing  the  timber  obstructions  therein,  and  form- 
ing cut-offs  to  the  long  and  abrupt  bends,  which  each  estimate  is  predi- 
cated on  the  survey  and  examinations  of  the  said  river  from  Louisville, 
in  Clay  county,  to  its  mouth,  by  Capt.  Joseph  Jones,  superintendent, 
under  the  direction  of  E,  Smith,  principal  engineer,  &c. 

Note.  The  work  is  classified  into  two  classes;  the  one  embracing  the 
clearing  of  the  channel  by  removing  drift,  snags,  and  sunken  logs,  and 
by  clearing  the  banks  of  fa' ling  in  timber,  designated  as  indispensa- 
ble work,  and  the  other  class,  embracing  the  cut  oris,  designated  dispen- 
sable works,  viz. 


Section  No.  1,  (distance  40  miles.)  extending  from 
Louisville,  on  section  18,  township  3  north,  range 
7  east,  to  M'Cauley's  bridge,  on  section  21,  township 
3  north,  range  8  east,  in  Clay  county. 

Estimate  for  clearing  leaning  trees 
u  «        drift 

1st  cut-off  ------ 

2d  cut-off  ------ 

Section  No.  2,  (distance  about  45  miles,)  extending 
from  M'Cauley's  bridge,  oa  section  21,  township  3 
north,  range  8  east,  to  Mitchell's  farm,  on  section 
20,  township  1  north,  range  10  east,  in  Wayne, 
Clay,  and  Edwards  counties. 

Estimate  for  clearing 


drifts 


Cut-off  nearly  washed  through  above  Shelby's  mill, 
estimated         ------ 

Section  No.  3,  (distance  about  42  miles,)  extending 
from  Mitchell's,  on  section  20,  township  1  north, 
range  10  east,  to  Leach's  mill,  on  section  20,  town- 
ship 2  south,  range  9  east. 

Estimate  for  clearing     -  -  -  - 

"  "        drift        -  -  "       .     " 

1st  cut-off  (A  mile  around,  50  feet  across,  10  feet  high, 
50  feet  wide  at  the  bottom  and  60  feet  at  the  top,) 
making  925  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  15  cents    - 

2d  cut-off  nearly  formed;  boats  pass  through  in  high 
water. 

3d  cut-off,  (the  bend  in  which  Elm  river  empties,  5 
miles  round,  1,925  feet  across,  10  feet  high,  40  and 
60  feet  wide,  slough  running  across  on  surface;  gen- 
eral course  northeast  and  southwest,)  making 
35,648  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  15  cents 
i{  acres  clearing,  at  $10       - 


Dispell  sa. 
ble  works 


$1,405  18 
156  00 


138  90 


5,347  20 
42  50 


Indispensable 
works. 


$628  00 
102  00 


1,106  00 
120  00 


30  00 


666  00 
26  00 


$730  00 


1,226  00 
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ESTIMATE— Continued. 


Section  No.  4,  (distance  of  about  62  miles,)  from 
Leach's  mill,  on  section  21,  township  2  south,  range 
9  east,  to  Carmi,  on  section  13,  township  5  south, 
range  9  east,  in  Wayne  and  White  counties. 

Estimate  for  clearing      - 

Drift,  none. 
Cut-off — course  northeast — nearly    formed,    about   a 

mile  round,  and  180  feet  across. 

Section  No.  5,  (distance  about  48  miles,)  extending 
from  Carmi,  on  section  13,  township  5  south,  range  9 
east,  to  mouth  of  river,  on  section  24,  township  7 
south,  range  10  east,  in  White  and  Gallatin  counties. 

Estimate  for  clearing      - 

Drift,  none. 

Cut-off — western  bank  worn  to  a  hollow,  and  comes  up 
sloping  on  the  eastern  bank  to  the  height  of  10  feet, 
110  feet  across;  course  northwest  and  southeast. 

Total  amount  of  clearing  - 


Dispensa- 
ble works 


Indispensable 
works. 


$652  00 


358  00 


$3,658  00 
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Central  Railroad  Office, 

Vandalia,  December  24,  1838. 
To  the  Hon.  Wm.  Kinney  and  Elijah  Willaro, 

Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Public   Works. 

Gentlemen:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  past  operations 
nnd  present  state  of  the  Central  railroad  from  Vandalia  to  the  city  of 
Cario. 

The  first  surveys  of  this  line  were  commenced  at  Cairo  in  August, 
1837,  and  steadily  prosecuted  until  the  severity  of  winter  compelled  a 
suspension  of  field  work.  During  the  succeeding  spring  a  distance  of 
twenty  miles  was  located,  and  on  the  7th  day  of  May  was  put  under  con- 
tract; in  the  mean  time,  the  examination  of  the  country  was  progressing. 
In  August,  a  further  portion  of  the  work,  including  three  miles  at  Van- 
dalia and  three  additonal  miles  in  the  south,  was  prepared  by  order  of 
the  Board,  and  contracted. 

The  work  at  the  southern  end  was  divided  into  eight  contracts,  the 
lengih  of  which  was  made  to  depend  on  the  amount  and  nature  of  the 
work  embraced  in  them.  The  work  at  Vandalia  was  divided  into  two 
contracts. 

The  estimated  cost  and  contract  cost  are  hereto  appended  in  tabular 
form,  as  also  a  table  of  grades  and  curves  and  tangents. 

A  plan  and  profile  of  the  line  and  plans  of  the  structures  designed  will 
also  accompany  this. 

The  law  having  confined  the  point  of  starting  to  Cairo  city,  there  was 
but  little  range  in  the  selection  of  a  site  for  the  depol.  Several  causes 
operated  in  the  selection  of  the  present  site.  Its  position  is  on  the  Ohio 
river,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  above  its  mouth.  The  rivei  bank 
at  this  point  is  the  highest  of  any  throughout  the  extent  of  the  city  front. 
Its  vicinity  to  the  mouth  will  diminish  materially  the  inconvenience  in 
touching  at  the  port  for  vessels  engaged  in  the  Mississippi  trade;  whilst 
the  gentleness  of  the  current,  and  the  unvarying  depth  of  water,  at  once 
make  it   as  good  a  harboras  can  be  desired. 

The  Mississippi,  on  the  contrary,  from  its  impetuosity  and  the  varia- 
bleness of  its  channel,  renders  the  perrnanance  of  a  good  harbor  and 
landing  very  uncertain.  It  will,  however,  be  a  matter  of  future  consid- 
eration whether  a  depot  and  landing  place  should  not  be  constructed  on 
the  Mississippi  bank,  to  be  used  when  the  stage  of  water  will  permit. 

The  reiteration  of  statements  extremely  disadvantageous  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  point  by  law  required  to  be  selected  for  this  depot — vague 
and  uncertain  to  some  extent  as  they  arc,  and  originating  in  antagonisti- 
cal  interests,  although  discredited  by  me — has  had  the  effect  to  cause  a 
very  careful  examination  of  the  whole  point.  The  result  has  been  a  tho- 
rough conviction  that  the  State  incurs  no  risk  in  completing  her  works. 
The  earth  is  firm  and  dry,  and  fully  capable  of  sustaining  the  weight  of 
any  mass  of  buildings  which  could  be  crowded  thereon. 

During  the  highest  water  there  is  very  little  current  out  of  the  chan- 
nel of  the  rivers;  and  as  the  grade  line  is  established  at  such  an  elevation 
that  it  cannot  be  overtopped,  (here   is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  of 
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the  destruction  of  the  embankment.  There  is  hut  one  source  of  danger — 
it  is  from  the  ravages  of  the  Mississippi  upon  its  banks,  threatening  tp 
extend   its  inroads  as  far  as  the  embankment. 

That  the  bank  has  wasted  to  some  extent,  is  certain*,  but  the  river 
now  shows  a  disposition  to  remain  stationary;  and  this,  in  that  river,  is 
generally  followed  by  recession.  In  the  event,  howevt  r,  of  the  waste 
continuing,  I  am  assured  by  Mr.  D.  B.  Holbrook,  the  person  most  con- 
cerned in  Cairo  city,  that  immediate  steps  would  be  taken  to  curb  it 5 
and  the  result  of  proper  measures  to  effect  this  will  not  admit  of  doubt. 
Should  an  expenditure  for  this  object  become  necessary,  and  the  protec- 
tion of  State  property  become  involved  therein,  it  will  be  a  subject  for 
your  consideration  whether  the  publie  should  not  make  a  pro  rata  ap- 
propriation for  their  share  of  such  security. 

The  termination  of  the  Central  railroad  is  the  most  remarkable  point 
in  the  west.  It  is  undeniably  the  head  of  low-water  navigation  for  vessels 
of  large  size.  A  series  of  shoals  or  bars,  commencing  at  Cash  island, 
and  extending  at  short  intervals  entirely  up  the  Ohio  river,  prevents  its 
navigation  for  long  periods  at  a  time  when  the  growing  commerce  of 
the  west  requires  it  should  be  in  the  best  order.  This,  in  future,  will 
cause  a  selection  of  that,  route  for  transportation  which  can  always  be 
confided  in.  The  Mississippi  always  supplies  that  route  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio;  and  from  thence  advantage  can  be  taken  of  our  internal  im- 
provements for  conveyance  to  the  interior — or  the  smaller  boats  can 
freight  from  this  point  for  the  upper  rivers. 

The  present  situation  of  our  commerce  is  too  plainly  seen,  and  too  sen- 
sibly felt,  to  again  admit  of  confidence  in  the  Ohio  or  Mississippi  river*?. 
For  the  shipment  of  produce  this  place  has  the  advantage  of  any  point 
above.  The  river  below  is  seldom  obstructed  when  all  the  rivers  above 
arc  too  low  for  navigation,  or  blocked  up  with  ice. 

From  all  these  advantages,  the  interest  is  apparent  which  the  State 
ha-  in  the  proper  ordering  of  this  important  point. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  road,  embankment  has  been  adopted 
through  the  country  which  has  ever  been  overflowed,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  1 20  feet  of  tresslc  work,  which  was  deemed  necessary  for  water- 
way, across  the  cotton  wood  slough. 

The  river  Cash  is  crossed  by  a  bridge,  on.  the  Jackson  plan,  of  104  feet 
span.  The  scarcity  of  stone  throughout  that  region  has  caused  are- 
course  to  brick  as  a  better  and  cheaper  mateiial  than  any  other  which  can 
be  obtained  for  the  abutments  and  culverts.  From  the  quality  of  the 
clay  and  the  great  degree  of  care  which  is  required  in  their  manufacture, 
a  l>rick  may  be  confidently  expected  which  will  far  exceed  the  sandstore 
of  the  country  in  all  the  excellencies  of  a  material. 

Where  the  low  land  stops  there  is  a  range  of  hills  stretched  across  the 
course  of  the  line,  and  extending  several  miles  both  east  and  west.  To 
pass  this  range,  a  point  was  selected  where  a  creek  running  north,  and 
one  whose  course  was  south,  headed  together;  and,  as  the  ridge  was 
here  lower  and  narrower  than  at  any  other  place,  the  road,  on  leaving 
Cairo,  was  directed  and  located  towards  it.  The  valleys  of  the  before 
mentioned  creeks  were  occupied  by  the  line,  and  the  ridge  passed  by  an 
excavation. 

Having  overcome  this  obstacle,  the  line  runs  on  good  ground  for  many 
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miles.  The  only  obstacle  of  consequence  is  the  crossing  of  Cash  river. 
During  heavy  floods,  from  the  great  extent  of  country  which  it  drains,  and 
its  abrupt  character,  there  is  an  immense  quantity  of  water  in  the  river 
and  its  overflown  flats.  For  its  free  passage  there  is  provision  made  for  800 
feet  of  tressle  work;  only  a  part  of  this  is  strictly  necessary  for  water- 
way— the  rest  was  adopted  through  motives  of  economy. 

The  termination  of  the  line  under  contract  is  about  four  miles  north 
of  Cash  river;  from  there  the  location  is  extended  northward;  and  as 
there  is  found  to  be  branches  of  Cash  in  a  favorable  general  direction, 
every  advantage  is  taken  of  them  to  attain  the  main  summit  of  the 
country.  From  there,  the  ridge  dividing  the  waters  of  the  Ohio  from 
the  Mississippi  river  is  located  on  to  the  course  of  Drury  creek,  which 
runs  northerly  to  near  Muddy  river. 

The  line  from  Drury  is  not  yet  located,  but  from  a  careful  examination 
of  the  country  in  every  direction,  it  is  positively  ascertained  that  a  line 
at  once  direct  and  excellent  is  attainable. 

Before  selecting  the  route  for  location  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State, 
a  careful  examination  was  made  of  the  country;  and  on  one  which  was 
much  the  most  preferable,  an  instrumental  survey  was  made.  As  I  anti- 
cipated, the  general  difference  was  not  very  great;  but  two  or  three  po- 
sitively objectionable  features  caused  it  to  be  rejected.  The  route  up 
the  bank  of  the  Mississippi  and  Muddy  river  was  also  examined,  and 
found  unfavorable. 

The  country  for  many  miles  east  of  the  line  is  very  broken,  and  no 
line  which  could  compare  in  advantages  with  the  present  one  could  be 
obtained.  The  entire  line  runs  through  a  fine  fertile  country,  capable 
of  supporting  a  very  dense  population,  which  will  be  able  to  supply  a  vast 
amount  of  transportation  for  surplus  products  on  this  line  of  road. 

At  the  Vandalia  end,  the  line,  after  leaving  the  town,  deflects  to  the 
cast  until  the  river  Kaskaskiais  crossed,  and  then  its  direction  is  changed 
to  the  south. 

In  crossing  the  river  bottom,  an  embankment  is  adopted.  The  indis- 
pensable ways  for  the  passage  of  water,  in  time  of  floods,  are  formed  of 
tressle  work,  placed  across  the  sloughs  and  creeks  running  into  the  river 
below  the  road.  The  aggregate  length  of  this  kind  of  work  is  5l0feet» 
The  abutments  of  the  bridge  at  Kaskaskia  river  are  designed  of  brick, 
with  stone  foundations.  The  stone  to  be  obtained  at  this  point  is  a  fine 
quality  limestone,  but  its  cost  cannot  be  less  than  three  times  that  of 
brick,  and  would  be  but  little  more  durable. 

In  the  formation  of  embankments,  the  width  of  fourteen  feet  is  given 
at  grade,  by  the  special  orders  of  the  Board. 

The  slopes  are  generally  li  to  1 ;  ditches  at  the  side  are  laid  offat 
five  feet  distance  from  the  foot  of  the  embankment,  where  earth  is  re- 
quired from  such  source,  with  the  exception  of  that  part  in  the 
Kaskaskia  river  bottom,  where  the  ditch  on  the  leftside  is  ten  feet  from 
the  embankment. 

The  ground  occupied  by  embankment,  under  six  and  a  half  feet  in 
height,  i9  thoroughly  grubbed,  and  no  vegetable  or  perishable  matter  is 
admitted  in  such  work. 

Excavations  are  15  feet  wide  at  grade — the  slopes  under  ten  feet   are 
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generally  1  tol,  but  over  that  depth  they  must  be  greater.  It  will  be 
found  necesasry  at  one  point,  viz.,  the  ridge  in  Alexander  county,  to 
have  open  brick  drains  on  each  side  of  the  excavation  to  prevent  the 
gullying  which  would  be  certain  to  take  place  without  this  precaution. 

The  plan  of  superstructure  is  a  combination  of  foundation  sills,  cross- 
ties,  and  longitudinal  string  pieces  for  rails,  plated  with  iron,  spiked 
firmly  to  the  stringers  and  joint  pieces  under  the  joist  pieces  of  the  foun- 
dation sills. 

Timber  in  great  abundance  and  of  fine  quality  exists  along  the  line  as 
high  as  Muddy  river,  and  at  no  part  will  it  be  difficult  to  be  obtained  at 
a  moderate  expense. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  FREEMAN, 
Principal  Engineer  Central  Railroad. 
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Statement  showing  the  quantities  of  work  noio  under  contract  on  the  Centra' 
Railroad  south  oj  Vandalia,  together  mth  the' engineer's  estimate*  and  //«! 
cost  at  contract  juices. 


2,3 


3^  sq. chains    Grubbing 
3l6|    do.         Clearing 
200,900yds     Embankment 
57  cubic  do.     Brick  work,  culvert 
No.  1. 


63       do. 


2  sq.  chains 
368    do. 
sJU,700Lyda. 

120  Jin.  feet 
barrel 


5i  sq. chains 
11,  U)l)  yards 
1,834      do. 
483         do. 


1,443  yards 
1U4  feet 


194  sq.  ch. 
268i     do. 
46,865  c.  yd, 
2,183.5    do. 
2D  lin.  feet 
10     do. 
5  feet 

44|  yards 


18.6  sq.  ch. 
310    do. 
41,917  c.  yd. 
126,906  do. 
3-10  feet 
3-3  feet 


Culvert  No.  2 


Grubbing 
Clearing 
Embankment 
Tressle  work 
Drain 


Clearing 
Embankment 
Brick  in  mortar 
Brick  in  cement 
Foundation    tin  bel- 
aud planking 
Pumping  and  scoop- 
ing 
Excavation     - 
Brit  lire 


Grubbing 
Clearing 
Embankment 
Excavation     • 
Bridge 
Bridge 
Culvert 
•Small  drain    - 
Brick  work     - 


Grubbing 
Clearing 

Embankment 
Excavation     ■ 
Bridges 
Culvcrta 


Engineer's   estimate. 


$40  00 

10  00 

23 

5  00 
5  00 


35  00 

9  00 

23 

10  00 


8  00 

16 

5  00 

G  00 


10 
27  02 


30  00 

7  00 

18 

14 


30  00 

7  00 

20 

28 

84  13 

150  00 


chain 
chain 
yard 


yard 
loot 


chain 

yard 


yard 


chain 
M 

yard 

each 
each 
each 
each 


chain 
u 

yard 


bridge 
culv't 


$130  on 

3,167  5 
46,000  00 

285  00 
315  00 


$49,897  50 


$53,053  00 


Contract 


44  00 

1,776 

00 

9,170 

(III 

2,898  00 

110 

62 

100  00 

144 

30 

2,811 

00 

$17,053  9  2 

585 

00 

1,879 

50 

8,435 

70 

305 

69 

275 

23 

84 

13 

189 

20 

10  00 

$11,764  45 

558  00 

2,170  00 

8,383 

40 

35,5.1.3  68 

252 

3!l 

450  00 

$47,347 

i: 

$35  00 


7  00 

2,449  00 

20 

40,000  00 

5  50 

313  50 

5  50 

346  50 

- 

$43,-233  75 

30  00 

60  00 

8  00 

2,944  00 

19 

39,973  00 

9  00 

1,080  00 

- 

10  00 

- 

.#44.067  00 

8  00 

44  00 

15 

1,665  00 

5  00 

9,170  00 

6  00 

2,898  00 

- 

110  62 

_ 

100  00 

12 

173  16 

44  00 

4,576  00 

25  00 

6  00 

17 

14 


00 


30  00 

7  00 

17 

22A 

SO  00 

160  00 


*Included  in  bridge. 


$45,142  74 
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Statement  of  toork  under  contract  on  the  Central  Railroad — Continued. 


c 

c 

Engineer's    estimate. 

Contract  prices. 

o 

*5  ° 

of 

| 

a 

.  z. 

k  *■ 

°  =-. 

o 

o 

0 

Q?° 

ft 

o 

Pi 

< 

S 

-16.6  sq.  ch'n 

Grubbing 

$35  00 

chain 

$1,631  00 

$33  00 

$1,537  80 

484      do. 

Clearing 

8  00 

do. 

3,872  00 

8  00 

3,872  00 

"! 

24,229  j.arda 

Embankment 

17 

yard 

4,118  93 

16 

3.87C  55 

o 

is 

4,'J73    "do. 

Excavation 

15 

do. 

745  95 

14 

696  22 

10  feet 

Bridge     - 

- 

each 

84  13 

ft.  8  50 

85  00 

3   do. 

Culvert   ... 

- 

do. 

150  00 

_ 

165  00 

s- 

2  Barrel 

Drains     - 

12  00 

do. 

24  00 

12  00 

24  00 

c 
o 
U 

20  lin.  feet. 
23.3  sq.  ch. 

Tressle  work 
Grubbing 

7  50 
38  00 

feet 
chain 

150  00 

10  00 
35  00 

200  00 

$10,776  01 

gfcJ,45«  57 

885  40 

815  50 

324      do. 

Clearing 

9  50 

do. 

3,078  00 

9  00 

2,916  00 

6 

38,338  yards 

Embankment 

25 

yard 

9,584  50 

<       20 
\       18 

4,000  00 
3,300  00 

£ 

2,915     do. 

Excavation     - 

15 

do. 

332  25 

15 

332  25 

o 

10  feet     . 

Bridge    - 

- 

- 

90  Ou 

ft.  9  00 

90  (JO 

£ 

760  do. 

Tressle  work 

9  00 

foot 

6,840  00 

[f   1:9 

(",840  00 

0 

0 

40    do. 
39.5  sq.  ch. 

do. 
Grubbing 

8  00 
23  00 

do. 
chain 

320  00 

8  00 
25  00 

320  00 

$21,130  15 

$18,613  75 

1,106  00 

987  50 

00 

190*     do. 

Clearing 

6  50 

do. 

1,236  62 

6  00 

1,141  50 

6,208.73  yd. 

Excavation     - 

16 

yard 

993  39 

144 

869  22 

37, 278.07  do. 

Embankment 

16 

do. 

5,964  49 

15* 

5,778  10 

15  feet 

Bridge     - 

- 

- 

74  25 

ft.  12  00 

1SJ  00 

e; 

49  §  yards 

Brick  work    - 

4  75 

yard 

235  91 

5  00 

248  33 

6 

5  &  3  feet 

Culverts 

132  50 

each 

132  50 

5  75 

I      264  62 

49  i  yards 
12.9  sq.  ch. 

Brick  work    - 
Grubbing 

115  00 
25  00 

do. 
chain 

115  00 

5  75 
25  00 

$9,858  16 

$9,469  27 

322  50 

322  50 

m 

105      do. 

Clearing 

5  50 

do. 

577  50 

5  50 

577  50 

13,791  c.  yd. 

Excavation     - 

23 

yard 

3.171  93 

19 

2,620  29 

""! 

101,000  do. 

Embankment 

1^ 

do. 

16,160  00 

15 

15,150  00 

o 
I 

1 10  lin.  feet 

Tressle  work 

8  00 

foot 

880  00 

8  09 

88.)  GO 

286  c.  yards 

Brick  in  mortar 

5  00 

yard 

1,340  00 

6  00 

1,608  00 

o 

98      do. 

Brick  in  cement 

5  50 

do. 

539  00 

7  00 

686  00 

{; 

62*    do. 

Culvert 

5  00 

do. 

312  00 

7  00 

437  50 

C 

o 

0 

32  perch 
19.3  sq.  ch. 

Stone  masonry 
Grubbing 

15  00 
25  00 

perch 
chain 

480  00 

17  00 
25  00 

544  00 

$23,782  93 

$22,825  79 

475  00 

475  00 

z, 

195     do. 

Clearing 

5  50 

do. 

1,272  50 

5  59 

1,272  50 

10,444  c.  yd. 

Excavation     - 

18 

yard 

1,879  92 

17  k 

1,827  70 

a 

87,848  do. 

Embankment 

16 

do. 

14,055  68 

15 

13,177  20 

r 

400  liu.  feet 
23  miles 

Tressle  work 
Timber   for    super- 

8 00 

foot 

3,200  00 

8  Oi) 

3,200  00 

$20,883  10 

$19,952  40 

structure 

1,443  40 

mile 

$33,193  60 

1,613  00 

$37,099  00 
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Table  of  Grades  on  the  located  line  of  the  Central  Railroad. 


No.  of 

Commences. 

Ends. 

Length  of 

Rate  per 

Grade. 

grade. 

mile. 

Miles,  feet. 

Miles,  feet. 

Miles,  feet. 

1 

Ohio  river. 

7  4646 

7  4640 

- 

Level  grade. 
Ascending. 

2 

7  4640 

8  3860 

4500 

20.592 

3 

8  38(50 

9  2080 

3500 

21.120 

Ascending. 

4 

9  2080 

10  4050 

1  1970 

40.000 

Ascending. 

5 

10  4050 

11  3120 

4350 

40.000 

Descending. 

G 

11  3120 

12  0740 

2J00 

31.838 

Descending. 

7 

12  0740 

12  5240 

4500 

17.582 

Descending. 

8 

12  :,uo 

13  31G0 

3200 

- 

Level  grade. 

9 

13  31 GO 

13  5260 

2100 

9.979 

Ascending. 

10 

13  .V>6) 

14  4780 

4800 

3.484 

Descending. 

11 

14  4780 

15  2900 

3400 

8.553 

Descending. 

12 

15  2900 

16  2120 

4500 

- 

Level  grade. 
Ascending. 

13 

16  2120 

16  4620 

2500 

7.392 

14 

16  4620 

17  3340 

4000 

5.280 

Descending. 

15 

17  3340 

18  3060 

5000 

1.584 

Ascending. 

16 

18  3060 

20  0000 

1  2220 

- 

Level  grade. 
Ascending. 

17 

20  0000 

20  1200 

1200 

19.S00 

18 

20  1200 

20  3900 

2700 

8.791 

Descending. 

19 

20  3900 

21  3420 

4800 

6.072 

Ascending. 

20 

21   3420 

23  0860 

1  2720 

7.920 

Ascending. 

1 

Vantlaiia. 

3700 

3700 

40.000 

Descending. 
Level  grade. 

2 

3700 

4400 

700 

- 

3 

4400 

6600 

2300 

23.126 

Descending. 

4 

6600 

4  1180 

2  4340 

" 

Level  grade. 
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Table  of  Curves  and  Tangents  on  the  located  line  of  the   Central  Railroad. 
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Miles,  feet. 

Miles,  feet. 

Miles,  feet. 

Miles,  feet. 

Miles,  feet. 

Miles,  feet. 

Feet. 

1 

Ohio  river 

900 

900 

1 

900 

1  2420 

1  1520 

6,000 

2 

1  2420 

7  2167 

5  5027 

2 

7  2167 

7  4375 

2208 

8,000 

3 

7  4375 

9  2380 

1  3285 

3 

9  2380 

9  3080 

700 

5,000 

4 

9  3080 

10  0500 

2700 

4 

10  0500 

10  1200 

700 

1,200 

5 

10  1200 

10  3400 

2200 

5 

10  3400 

10  4600 

1200 

1,255 

1    6 

10  4600 

12  1090 

7050 

8,000 

6 

12  1090 

14  0342 

1  4532 

7 

14  0342 

14  4780 

4438 

5,200 

7 

14  4780 

18  4110 

3  4610 

8 

18  4110 

19  0680 

1850 

8,000 

8 

19  0680 

20  0000 

4600 

9 

20  0000 

20  3400 

3400 

6,000 

9 

20  3400 

22  0990 

1  2870 

10 

22  0990 

22  2840 

1850 

2,000 

10 

1 

22  2840 
Vandalia 

23  0990 
100 

3300 
100 

1 

100 

1000 

900 

1,500 

2 

1000 

4359 

3359 

2 

4359 

5480 

1121 

2,000 

3 

5480 

4  1180 

3  0980 

Statement  of  work  performed  on  the  Central  Railroad  from  Cairo  city  to   Van- 
dalia, up  to  the  6th  November,  1838. 
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Clearing. 

Grubbing 

&  clearing 

Excavation. 

Embankment. 
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11 

tf.3 
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11 

g    O 

co 
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00 
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1 

198 

«924  00 

. 

. 

_ 

. 

1,433 

$286  60 

2 

253 

1,282  66 

- 

• 

- 

- 

1,080 

205  20 

3 

3.5 

33  00 

- 

- 

- 

- 

990 

168  30 

4 

258.15 

786  60 

6.85 

$114  16 

5 

296.55 

1,477  06 

20.7 

414  00 

13,208 

$2,971  79 

37 

6  29 

6 

284 

2,970  66 

42.40 

1,130  80 

- 

- 

4,714 

754  24 

7 

310 

1.956  00 

13.75 

367  50 

8 

126.5 

336  75 

2.75 

48  96 

. 

. 

775 

117  02 

IB 

102.5 

375  83 

3.5 

87  50 

2B 

30 

123  75 

.5 

12  50 

Total  an 

lount. 

$17,151  17 

Note — The  clearing  is  in  various  stages  of  progression — from  two-thirds  to   full   com- 
pletion.    Grubbing  is  also  incomplete. 
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Vanpalia,  December  24,  1838. 
Upon  the  recent  receipt  of  the  order  of  the   Board  of  Public  Works, 
directing  me  to  take    charge,    as    principal   engineer,  of  the  Alton  and 
Shawncetown  railroad  in  the    third  circuit,  I  repaired  to  that  work  and 
made  such  examinations  as  my  brief  time  allowcJ. 

This  work  has  been  placed  under  contract  from  Shawneetown  to 
Equality,  and  is  in  a  very  forward  state.  I  herewith  present  a  statement 
of  the  amount  of  work  done  to  the  time  of  the  last  estimate. 

The  general  and  fatal  prevalence  of  disease  on  this  line,  extending  to 
all  of  the  assistant  engineers,  has  necessarily  prevented  them  from  pre- 
paring detailed  accounts  thereof.  As  soon  as  possible,  complete  state- 
ments shall  be  prepared  and  presented. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  FREEMAN, 
Principal  Engineer  Central  and  Jllton  and  Shawncetown  Railroad, 


Statement  showing  the  amount  of  work  done  on  the  Alton  and  Shawneetown 
Railroad,  in  the  third  circuit,  to  the  22c/  of  November,  1838. 

Grubbing  and  clearing  ten  sections,  incomplete    $5,065  00 
Grubbing  and  clearing  main  ditch 
Grubbing  and  clearing  swamp  ditches   - 
41,722.52  yards  excavation  from  road-bed 
2,722.85  yards  excavation  from  ditches 
1,348.21)  yards  excavation  from  cemented  clay     - 

3  '6.G6  yards  excavation  for  depot  formation 
3,071         yards  excavation  from  rock 
47,92i».G8  yards  embankment  moved  100  feet 
2>3.58  perches  rough  masonry 
43').38  perches  dressed  masonry 
613        perches  stone  delivered 
31)5        feet  of  stone  delivered  for  hewing 

Locust  posts        - 
281.26  rods  of  drain  ditches  for  swamps 
Timber,  foundation  for  culvert 
38      barrels  lime         - 
44,302      feet  b.  m.  timber  for  trcsslc  work 

Total  amount  ... 


30  00 

12  00 

5,838  18 

381  19 

307  44 

81  67 

3,838  75 

7,523  16 

955  65 

2,5 10  59 

1,115  50 

196  50 

125  37 

218  26  ! 

30  00 

52  25  ' 

797  42 

-  29»U?  93 
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EXHIBIT  No.  IV. 


REPORT    OF   M.  K.  ALEXANDER, 

WITH    ACCOMPANYING    DOCUMENTS. 


Vandalia,  December  3,  1838. 
To  the  Board  of  Commissioners 

of  Public  Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 
The  undersigned,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  the 
fourth  judicial  circuit,  respectfully  submits  to  the  Board  the  following 
report  of  bis  proceedings  on  the  several  works  assigned  to  him,  in  special 
charge,  as  acting  Commissioner  thereon,  during  the  last  six  months — 
say  to  the  first  of  the  present  month,  viz. 

GitEA-y   Wabash  River. 

Before  entering  into  any  detail,  it  may  be  proper  to  state  that  since 
the  passage  of  the  internal  improvement  law  of  this  State,  the  State  of 
Indiana  has  added  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  her  former  appropriation  for 
the  improvement  of  this  river,  making  her  appropriation  equal  to  this 
State. 

The  contract  for  the  delivery  of  stone  at  the  Grand  rapids,  for  the 
construction  of  the  lock  at  that  point,  which  was  entered  into  in  the  latter 
part  of  1837,  was  not  prosecuted  with  that  degree  of  energy  and  effici- 
ency that  would  justify  the  Commissioners  in  granting  an  extension  of 
the  time  originally  given  for  the  completion  of  the  work.  The  contracts 
were,  therefore,  abandoned  by  the  contractors  after  the  delivery  of  about 
800  cubic  yards  of  rock. 

During  the  summer  the  necessary  arrangements  were  made  by  the  en- 
gineer for  letting  the  contract  for  the  dam  and  steamboat  lock  at  the 
rapids  on  the  plan  heretofore  submitted  to  the  Board;  and  on  the  22d 
of  August  last,  the  letting  of  that  work  took  place  at  Mt.  Carmel.  There 
was  much  competition  in  the  bids  of  contractors  of  the  first  reputation 
in  the  country.  The  work  was  taken  by  competent  contractors,  and  at 
fair  prices.  The  contract  price  of  the  work  varies  but  little  from  the 
estimate  of  the  engineer  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Board,  and  the  aggre- 
gate amount  falls  below  the  joint  appropriation  made  by  the  two  States. 
10 


Credit  by  axe  and  canoe  sold 

Whole  amount  of  disbursements 

Drawn  on  foregoing  work  by  special  draft 
Paid  over  by  former  Commissioner 


5,885  61 
3  44 

$5,882  17 

3,871  26 
2,3 16  00 

6,187  26 
3  44 

0,183  82 
$12,065  99 

- 

2,316  00 
4,5S3  83 

$6,899  83 
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The  contractors  have  commenced  work,  and  every  assurance  is  felt  that 
this  improvement,  with  which  is  identified  the  interest  and  prosperity  of 
one  of  the  richest  and  most  extensive  agricultural  valleys  of  the  west, 
will  be  speedily  prosecuted  to  completion. 

As  soon  as  the  proper  season  arrived,  the  engineer  in  charge  of  this 
work  organized  a  party  and  commenced  a  thorough  examination  and 
survey  of  the  river  from  the  foot  of  the  rapids  to  its  junction  with  the 
Ohio;  and  the  extraordinary  low  stage  of  water  which  has  prevailed 
during  the  autumn,  afforded  great  facility  in  ascertaining  the  nature  and  j 
extent  of  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation.  His  report  of  this  survey 
and  examination  is  daily  expected,  and  will,  on  its  receipt,  be  laid  before 
the  Bodrd.  A  very  full  and  interesting  report  of  the  obstructions  at  the 
Grand  rapids,  and  the  necessary  improvements  to  overcome  these  ob- 
structions, has  already  been  made  by  the  engineer  on  that  work,  as  well 
as  the  estimated  cost  of  the  same,  which  are  on  file,  and  to  which  you 
are  respectfully  referred  for  information  relating  to  that  important 
work. 

The  amount  of  the  former  appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  this 
river,  which  remained  unexpended  in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioner,  at 
the  time  the  undersigned  took  charge  of  the  business,  as  appears  from  his 
last  settlement,  was  $5,534  95,  which  has  been  received  by  the  under- 
signed, and  $951  12  has  been  paid  out  on  contracts  made  by  his  prede- 
cessor, leaving  $4,583  83  to  be  applied  under  the  present  internal  im- 
provement law. 

The  disbursements  on  the  Great  Wabash  river  improvements, 
under  the  present  internal  improvement  laws,  up  to  the  first  of  this 
month,  so  far  as  vouchers  have  been  received  by  the  undersigned,  are  as 
follows,  viz. 

Paid  by  Thos.  H.  Blake,  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  Indiana,  for  outfit 
of  engineering  corps,  surveys,  engineering,  <fec.  $1,792  6l 
On  account  of  engineer's  estimate,  No.  1,  of 

stone  delivered  .....       4,093  00 


Deduct  amount  received   ior  a  canoe  and  axe 

Disbursements  by  the  undersigned  on  the  part 
of  this  State,  for  outfit  of  engineering  party, 
engineering  and  incidental  expenses 

On  account  of  estimate  No.  2,  of  stone  delivered 
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Eastern  Division  of  the  Southern  Cross  Railroad  from  Alton  to 
Mount  Carmel. 

The  graduation  of  eighteen  miles  of  this  work  from  Mt.  Carmel  to  Al- 
bion, which  was  let  on  the  18th  of  March  last,  is  in  a  state  of  forward- 
ness, and  there  is  no  doubt  of  its  completion  for  the  reception  of  the 
railway  within  the  time  limited  in  the  contractus  several  sections  have 
already  been  completed,  and  given  up  by  the  contractors;  and  all  the 
others  are  now  being  efficiently  prosecuted. 

The  contractor  for  the  delivery  of  the  timber  for  the  superstructure 
has  not  progressed  with  his  contract  as  could  have  been  desired;  but 
every  assurance  is  given  of  the  requisite  exertion  to  fulfil  the  contract 
before  the  expiration  of  the  time  limited  fer  its  completion.  He  alleges 
the  detention  during  the  fall,  occasioned  by  the  failure  to  receive  the  en- 
gine designed  for  the  work,  in  consequence  of  the  continued  low  stage  of 
the  water  during  the  past  season,  and  other  causes  beyond  his  control, 
as  an  apology  for  his  delay  of  the  work,  all  of  which  will  soon  be  re- 
moved; and  the  hope  is  entertained  that  his  promises  to  fulfil  the  contract 
in  due  time  will  be  fully  complied  with. 

The  graduation  of  the  Little  Wabash  sections  of  this  road,  embracing 
the  crossing  of  the  river  and  three  miles  of  heavy  work  in  the  vicinity, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  put  under  contract  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Board,  was  let  on  the  18th  of  October  last.  The  estimated  cost  of  this 
work,  exclusive  of  the  bridging  over  the  river,  was  -  $24,099  75 
Bridge  abutments  and  other  work  not  let  -  '  -  7,696  00 

.$'31,795  75 


The  first  of  the  above  items  of  work  was  let  to  efficient  contractors  at 
prices  below  the  estimates;  but  the  letting  of  the  masonry  was  deferred 
until  more  minute  examination  could  be  made  for  suitable  materials  for 
the  work 

An  engineering  party  was  organized  in  the  month  of  August  to  make 
the  necessary  examination  and  definite  location  of  the  above  portions  of 
the  line,  and  the  whole  route  between  Albion  and  Fairfield  was  minutely 
examined,  in  order  to  arrive  at  a  correct  location  of  this  detached  portion 
directed  to  be  let;  and,  from  the  information  collected  in  the  survey, 
very  little  labor  or  expense,  hereafter,  will  be  necessary  to  prepare  the 
whole  line  between  the  above  mentioned  towns  for  contract.  The  report 
of  the  engineer  definitely  locating  this  portion  of  the  work  is  herewith 
submitted. 

For  more  particular  information  relative  to  the  first  eighteen  miles  of 
this  road  from  Mt.  Carmel  to  Albion,  which  were  put  under  contract  on 
the  8th  of  March  last,  your  attention  is  invited  to  the  report  and  estimate 
of  the  principal  engineer  of  the  southern  district,  of  the  cost  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  work,  which  is  herewith  submitted.  A  tabular  statement, 
showing  the  progress  made  on  this  division  of  that  work,  is  also  submit- 
ted. , 

After  completing  the  examinations,  and  the  location  of  the  Little 
Wabash  sections  of  this  road,  as  already  mentioned,  the  same  party  of 
engineers  was  sent  to  the  Kaskaskia  river  division,  to  make  the  definite 
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location  of  the  sections  ordered  by  the  Board  to  be  let  at  the  crossing  of 
that  river.  The  expenses  of  the  party,  during  their  engagements  in  both 
circuits,  have  been  paid  by  the  undersigned,  and  the  amount  is  included 
in  the  subjoined  account,  viz. 
For  outiit  of  engineering  parties,   and  inciden- 
tal expenses  prior  to  June,  1838         -  .$'1,93177 
For  right  of  way,  land  entered,  engineering  and 

incidental  expenses  since  that  date      -  -     4,21 1  G7 


For  construction  prior  to  June,  1838  -  -     4,380  40 

Since  that  date  -  -  -  -    32,412  98 


$6,143  44 


3G,793  38 


Chargeable  to  this  work,  money  drawn  from  the 

general  fund  -  -  858 


$•43,795  .55 


Drawn  on  the  foregoing  work  in  cash  -  $20,000  00 

By  special  drafts  -  -  -  -  -  9,166   19 

$29,166  19 


Great  Western  Mail  Route. 

The  contracts  on  the  eastern  division  of  this  work,  which  were  let 
prior  to  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board,  were  confined  principally  to  the 
Purgatory  swamp,  the  Little  Wabash  river  bottom,  and  bottomland, 
and  the  bridging  of  some  other  streams  on  the  route.  These  portions 
of  the  road  being  subject  to  inundations,  the  operations  of  the  contrac- 
tors were  seriously  retarded  by  the  floods  which  occured  in  the  spring 
and  early  part  of  the  summer:  and,  subsequently,  by  the  unusual  degree  of 
sickness  which  has  prevailed  at  these  points  during  the  summer  and 
fall  months.  To  these  unavoidable  causes,  the  delay  which  has  taken 
place  on  these  contracts  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed,  and  the  consequent 
inability  of  the  contractors  to  complete  the  work  by  the  first  of  Novem- 
ber last,  agreeably  to  contract.  The  several  jobs  which  were  to  have 
been  completed  on  that  day  are,  however,  in  a  state  of  forwardness; 
and  the  contractors  are  considered  fully  responsible  and  disposed  to 
progress  with  the  work  as  rapidly  as  circumstances  will  allow;  and  assur-' 
ance  is  felt  that  the  jobs  will  be  completed  early  in  the  spring. 
♦  In  the  month  of  August  last  all  the  remaining  portions  of  this  road, 
not  previously  let,  were  put  under  contract,  and  the  work  is  now  pro- 
gressing. The  contract  prices  of  these  jobs  cannot  be  ascertained  pre- 
cisely, as  it  will  depend  upon  the  amount  of  work  directed  to  be  done  on 
the  respective  contracts.  The  contracts  are  specific  as  to  the  price  of 
each  item  of  work  embraced,  but  with  a  reservation  to  the  agents  of 
the  State  to  direct  what  specific  portions  of  the  work  shall  first  be  execu- 
ted by  the  respective  contractors.     It  is  supposed,  from  the  estimates  of 
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the  engineer,  that  the  appropriations  will  be  sufficient  to  bridge  all  the 
streams,  and  construct  causeways  over  the  bottom  lands;  and  also  to  put 
in  good  travelling  condition  the  residue  of  this  road. 

The  present  bridges  over  the  Embarrass  river,  atLawrenceville,  and 
over  the  Little  Wabash  river  and  Muddy  fork,  in  Clay  county,  are  indi- 
vidual property-  As  the  jobs  of  work  immediately  contiguous  to  these 
bridges  will  require  a  large  expenditure  to  execute  them;  and  as  it  will 
be  necessary  that  they  should  he  kept  constantly  in  repair  by  the  State, 
they  would  seem  to  be  the  proper  point  for  the  erection  of  toll-gates — 
and,  consequently,  it  is  highly  expedient  that  the  State  should  own  them 
in  connection  with  the  road.  The  suggestion  is,  therefore,  respectfully 
submitted,  whether  there  should  not  be  an  application  to  the  Legislature 
for  authority  to  enable  the  Board  to  purchase  or  otherwise  procure  the ' 
control  of  those  bridges  for  the  use  of  the  State.  It  is  also  worthy  of 
remark  that  the  bridge  over  the  Little  Wabash,  as  at  present  constructed, 
forms  a  serious  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  that  river.  The  bridges 
over  the  Big  Muddy  and  tlie  Little  Wabash  rivers  are  on  a  very  cheap 
plan  of  construction,  and  being  in  rather  a  dilapidated  state,  will  soon 
require  rebuilding;  consequently  the  value  of  the  vested  rights  of  their 
owners  in  keeping  toll-gates  at  these  sites  would  be  the  principal  mat- 
ter to  be  adjusted  by  the  agents  of  the  State.  At  the  letting  of  contracts 
on  the  ISth  of  August  last,  very  favorable  bids  were  received  from  an 
efficient  and  practical  bridge  builder  for  the  erection  of  new  bridges 
over  the  two  lastmentioned  streams;  but  owing  to  the  existing  rights  of 
the  owners  of  these  bridges,  these  bids  were  suspended  until  the  action 
of  the  Board,  or  the  Legislature,  could  be  had  on  the  subject  of  those 
rights. 

For  a  detailed  description  of  the  work  already  done,  and  of  that  ne- 
cessary to  be  done  on  this  road,  and  the  probable  cost  of  the  same,  you 
are  referred  to  the  accompanying  tables,  drawings,  profiles,  and  esti- 
mates of  the  engineer;  and  also   those  now  on  file  in  the  office. 

The  Purgatory  division  of  the  western  mail  route  embraces  the  flat 
country  lying  between  the  Wabash  and  Embarrass  rivers- — a  distance  of 
about  seven  miles.  A  considerable  portion  of  this  delta,  between  these 
two  rivers,  is  subject  to  inundation  during  floods.  The  Great  Wabash, 
during  its  higher  stages,  discharges  through  a  low  depression  in  its  west- 
ern bank,  some  miles  above  Vincennes,  which  is  called  Bellgrave;  and 
the  whole  of  the  flat  country  between  this  point  and  the  mouth  of  the 
Embarrass  river  is  flooded  by  the  waters  of  the  Great  Wabash.  This 
subjects  the  embankments,  which  are  made  to  elevate  the  road  above 
high  water  mark,  to  the  action  of  the  current  and  waves  of  a  great  ex- 
panse of  water,  and  renders  the  prospect  of  making  a  permanent  improve- 
ment very  doubtful,  without  great  expense.  It  is  suggested,  therefore, 
that  the  best  and  most  economical  plan  of  effecting  a  substantial  im- 
provement over  this  part  of  the  road,  would  be  to  construct  a  levee  at 
Bellgrave,  to  exclude  the  floods  of  the,  Wabash.  This  plan,  if  carried 
into  effect,  would  reclaim  a  large  tract  of  valuable  land,  and  increase  the 
healthfulness  of  the  country;  and  would  render  any  improvement  made 
on  the  road  entirely  permanent.  It  is,  therefore,  respectfully  suggested 
to  the   Board,  that  the   propriety   of  constructing  this  levee  be  also  laid 
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before  the  Legislature.  As  much  of  the  land  as  this  improvement  would 
reclaim  belongs  to  the  General  Government,  and  without  it,  would  so 
remain,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  presume  that,  upon  proper  representation 
being  made  to  Congress,  through  the  Legislatures  of  Illinois  and  Indiana, 
(both  Slates  as  well  as  the  General  Government  being  mutually  inter- 
ested in  the  great  western  mail  route,)  that  a  portion  of  these  inundated 
lands  would  be  granted  to  ciFect  the  improvement  contemplated. 

The  amount  expended  by  the  undersigned  on   the  Purgatory  swamp 
division  of  this  road,  is  as  follows,  viz: 

Prior  to  June,  1838  -  -  -  $5,129  76 

Since  that  date  -  -  -  7,235  16 

Chargeable  to  this  work  from  the  general  fund         247  29 

§12,612  21 

The  disbursements  on  the  Little  Wabash  bottom  sections 
are  as  follows,  viz: 

Prior  lo  June,  1838  -  -  -  §4,353  47 

Since  that  time      -  -  -  3,091  01 

Chargeable  from  general  fund      -  -  149  08 


The  residue  of  disbursements  chargeable  to  the  general  ap- 
propriations for  this  work,  has  been  made  on  that  part  of 
the  work  lying  east  of  the  Marion  county  line,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

For  construction  prior  to  June    last  -         §2,803  24 

Since  that  time          ....  3,484  03 


7,593  56 


6,287  27 


For  engineers,  superintendents,  &c.  on 

the  ^hole  eastern  division  prior  to 

June,  1838  -  -  $1S0  24 

Since  that  date  -  -  1,347  38 

Chargeable  from  general  fund  150  29 

1,683  91 


7,971    18 


Whole  amount  of  moneys  expended  on  this  work  28,176  95 

Drawn   by  the  undersigned  on  the  foregoing  work,  in  cash     34,000  00 
By  special  drafts  -  -  2,595  76 

$36,595  76 

Central  Branch  Railroad. 

The  grading  on  the  eastern  division  of  this  work  has  been  efficiently 
prosecuted.  Several  sections  have  been  finished  and  delivered  up  by 
the  contractors,  and  the  remainder  is  so  far  advanced  as  to  require  but 
a  short  time  next  spring  to  complete  the  whole  work;  as  the  remaining 
work  to  be  executed  is,  for  the  most  part,  of  a  description  that  can  be 
carried  on  during  the  winter.  The  contract  for  the  delivery  of  materi- 
als for  the  superstructure  is  progressing  satisAictorily ;  and  from  the  pres- 
ent indications  no  reasonable  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  a  faithful  exe- 
cution of  the  engagement  of  the  contractors. 
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The  grading  of  the  two  miles,  embracing  the  crossing  of  the  Embar- 
rass river  in  Coles  county,  which  was  ordered  by  the  Board  at  their  June 
meeting  to  be  put  under  contract,  was  let  to  efficient  and  responsible 
contractors,  and  the  work  has  been  commenced  and  is  progressing. 
The  letting  of  the  stone  work  for  the  bridge  was  suspended  for  the  pur- 
pose of  submitting  to  the  Board  the  question,  whether  foundation  piers 
or  abutments  shall  be  adopted.  It  is  represented  by  the  engineers  who 
have  been  employed  on  that  work,  that  the  prospect  is  favorable  for 
procuring  a  good  quality  of  stone  in  the  vicinity  of  the  work.  Yet,  un- 
der the  most  favorable  circumstances,  the  quantity  required  to  carry  the 
stone  work  up  to  the  grade  line  of  the  road,  is  so  great  that  it  must  ne- 
cessarily swell  the  cost  of  the  work  to  a  very  considerable  amount. 
The  disbursements  on  this  road  up  to  the  1st  instant,  are  as  follows,  viz: 
For  outfit  of  party  of  engineers  locating  from  the  Wabash 
river  to  Shelbyville,  including  all  other  incidental  expenses 
prior  to  June,  1838         ...  -   $4,831   15 

Since  that  date  -  -  -  -      2,124  41 


,955  56 


Jfor  construction  prior  to  June    last  -      4,772  64 

Subsequent  to  that  date  -  -  -    34,970  03 

Chargeable  to  this  work  from  general  fund    -      4,504  82 

44,247  49 

Total      ....  -  51,203  05 

Drawn  on  the  foregoing  work,  in  cash  -  50,000  00 

By  special  draft  to  contractor  -  -«  1,155  25 

$51,155  25 

Northern  Cross  Railroad. 

None  of  the  contracts  for  trre  graduation  on  this  line  have  been  com- 
pleted and  the  work  delivered  up  by  the  contractors,  although  several 
sections  are  finished,  as  a  number  of  sections  are  embraced  in  one  con- 
tract, and  it  requiring  a  completion  of  each  and  every  section  before  the 
contract  can  be  considered  completed  and  the  work  received.  The 
heavy  work  at  the  crossing  of  the  Vermilion  river  is  in  the  hands  of 
efficient  contractors,  and  every  expectation  is  entertained  that  the  work 
will  be  executed  in  a  skilful  and  substantial  manner  and  in  proper  season, 

The  contract  for  the  delivery  of  timber  for  the  superstructure  of  the 
railway  has  been  abandoned  by  the  contractors,  and  will  have  to  be 
relet  by  the  actingCommissioner  before  any  thing  more  will  be  done  on  it. 

Before  giving  the  disbursements  on  this  road,  you  will  allow  me  to 
suggest  to  the  Board  the  propriety  of recommmending  the  adoption  of 
some  measure  to  secure  the  extension  of  this  road  and  also  of  the  Central 
branch  railroad  to  the  Wabash  river.  The  importance  of  making  imme- 
diate provision  for  the  extension  of  these  two  great  works  from  the  State 
line  to  the  Wabash  river,  and  thus  connect  them  with  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  canal,  is  obvious  from  the  fact  that  the  portions  of  these  roads  now 
under  construction  cannot  be  profitable  to  the  State  until  these  connect- 
ing links  are  made.     Three  plans  have  suggested   themselves  to  me  for 
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effecting  this  object;  first,  and  perhaps  the  preferable  one,  to  ask  Indiana 
to  undertake*  the  work  and  own  and  control  it;  the  second  is,  to   ask  of 
Indiana  the  right  of  way  for  this  State  to  extend   these   roads  and  add 
them  to  our  system;  and  the  third,  and  least  desirable  is,  to  effect  these 
essential  connections  by  chartered  companies,  under  the  Legislature  of 
Indiana. 
a     The  disbursements  on  this  (Northern  Cross)  road,  are  as  follows,  viz: 
"\For  outfitting  engineering  party  to  locate  the  line  of  road 
from  the  State  line  toDecatur,including  incidental  expenses, 
prior  to  June,  1838         -  $4,413  27 

Subsequent  to  that  date  -  -  -      1,720  88 


For  construction  ....    32,430  18 

Chargeable  to  this  work  from  the  general  fund     3,710  52 


$6,134  15 

36,146  70 
42,280  85 


Drawn  en  the  above  work        -  -  -  45,040  26 

Central  Railroad. 

So  much  of  this  line  of  work  as  lies  between  Vandalia  and  Decatur, 
and  which  was  attached  to  the  eastern  district,  has  been  surveyed  and 
located,  and  the  estimates  and  drawings  made  and  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  Board.     The  disbursements  on  account  of  this  work,  are, 

For  outfit   of  engineering  party  and  incidental  expenses, 
prior  to  June,  1838  -  -  -  $1,798  42 

Since  that  date  -  -  -  -  -  162  50 

Chargeable  to  this  work  from  general  fund     -  -  392  18 

2.353  10 


The  whole  amount  disbursed  by  the  undersigned,  charge- 
able to  the  general  fund,  is  $10,193  91 
Subject  to  a  deduction  for  horse  and  wagon  sold,  of  175  00 

Showing  the  actual  amount  distributed  on  the  several  works, 

to  be $10,018  01 

Fo^r  a  minute  and  detailed  estimate  Oi  the  cost  of  the  three  last  men- 
tioned roads,  together  with  the  necessary  depots,  damage  for  the  right 
of  way,  engineering,  contingent  expenses,  &c.  &c,  your  attention  is  di- 
rected to  a  report  of  the  principal  engineer  of  the  eastern  engineering 
district,  made  on  the  first  of  last  June,  and  which  may  be  seen  on  file 
in  the  office. 

Your  attention  is  also  invited  to  an  interesting  and  detailed  tabular 
statement,  showing  the  progress  made  by  contractors  op  the  portions  of 
the  Central  Branch  road,  and  tlie  Northern  Cross  road  which  arc  under 
contract,  and  also  the  work  yet  remaining  to  be  done,  as  well  as  various 
other  items  of  information  in  relation  to  these  works,  which  is  herewith 
submitted. 
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On  Great  Wabash  river,  from  former  Com- 
missioner -  -    $>4,583  83 
Special  draft              -  -       2,316  00 


On  Southern  Cross   railroad. 

in  cash 
Special  drafts 

On  Mail  route,  in  cash 
Special  drafts 

On  Central  Branch  railroad, 

in  cash        - 
Special  draft 

On  Northern  Cross  railroad. 

in  cash 
On  Central  railroad 
On  the  general  fund 


20,000  00 
9,166  19 

34,000,00 
2,595  76 


50.000  00 
1,155  25 


Showing  a  balance  now  on  hand  and  un- 
expended,  of    -  - 


Drawn. 


$6,899  83 

29,166  19 
36,995  76 

51,155  25 

,  45,640  26 

8,500  00 

177,957  29 


Disbursed. 


$6,183  82 

42,936  82 
27,624  29 

46,698  23 

33.570  33 
1,960  92 
10,018  91 

173,993  32 

3,953  97 


It  will  appear  from  the  foregoing  that,  on  some  of  the  works,  a  much 
larger  amount  has  been  drawn  than  disbursed,  while  others  are  consid- 
erably in  advance  in  disbursements  of  the  amounts  drawn;  the  cause  of 
which  is,  that  when  funds  have  been  wanted,  they  have  been  drawn  on 
the  work  most  in  arrears,  and  have  been  applied  on  any  of  the  works 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  undersigned,  where  funds  were  needed. 

The  engineering  parties  in  this  judicial  circuit  have  been  reduced  as 
low  as  practicable,  to  correspond  with  the  limited  operations  ot  the 
contractors  during  the  winter  months  on  the  several  works  under  his 
charge. 

It  was  expected  by  the  undersigned,  at  the  time  of  his  last  report,  that 
all  the  plans,  profiles  and  drawings  belonging  to  the  eastern  engineering 
district,  would  have  been  completed  by  this  time;  but,  owing  to  sickness 
and  other  causes,  the  draughtsman  has  several  times  been  required  to 
leave  the  office  and  perform  field  duties;  in  consequence  of  which  some 
of  the  drawings  are  yet  unfinished.  They  will,  however,  all  be  comple- 
ted in  time  for  field  operations  in  the  spring. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  K.  ALEXANDER, 
Commissioner  Board  of  Public  Works  Fourth  Judicial  Circuit,  HI* 
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Report  of  David  Burr,  Engineer,  of  Indiana. 

Mount  Carmel,  Illinois.  November  28, 1838. 
To  Gen.  M.  K.  Alexander  and  Col.  Thos.  H.  Blake,  Comrs. 

Gentlemen:  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  I  have  received  from 
you,  growing  out  of  my  engagements  of  the  24th  June  last,  to  take  charge 
of  the  improvements  contemplated  in  the  Wabash  river,  I  proceed  to  lay 
before  you  a  report  of  the  measures  taken  to  advance  that  object. 

Immediately  after  the  24th  of  June  last,  1  repaired  to  this  place,  as  the 
point  presenting  the  most  formidable  obstacles  to  be  overcome,  to  which 
I  had  been  particularly  directed  as  the  field  for  operations,  and  commen- 
ced a  general,  though  cursory,  examination  of  the  country  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Grand  Rapids,  and  the  river  from  Vincennes  to  the  Ohio. 

The  operations  now  pressing  forward  in  so  many  rivers  in  Kentucky 
and  Pennsylvania,  in  preparing  them  for  an  uninterrupted  navigation 
of  steamboats,  appear  to  point  to  that  mode  as  the  ultimate  means 
which  will,  at  no  long  period,  be  resorted  to  for  all  the  large  tributaries 
of  the  Ohio.  With  this  distinctly  in  view,  it  was  deemed  necessary,  as  a 
preliminary  step,  before  a  plan  could  be  adopted  with  judgment,  to  form 
opinions,  approaching  at  least  to  correctness,  of  the  practicability  for 
improvements  below,  and  the  kind  which  would  ultimately  be  used;  so 
that  the  plans  devised  for  the  Grand  Rapids  might  be  in  keeping  and  har- 
mony with  those  which  at  some  future  period  may  be  constructed  be- 
tween this  place  and  the  Ohio. 

With  slight  exceptions,  from  Delphi  to  within  ten  miles  of  the  junction 
with  White  river,  the  Wabash  has  a  mild  current,  of  good  width,  and 
tolerably  well  defined  banks,  which  confine  the  waters  to  their  natural 
bed,  except  in  time  of  floods. 

Below  White  river,  evident  changes  are  perceptible;  the  stream 
becomes  expanded  to  something  like  double  its  former  width,  its  course 
more  serpentine — it  crosses  its  lowest  valley  from  side  to  side,  which  is 
from  three  to  eight  miles  wide,  and,  in  traversing  the  valley,  changes  its 
course  frequently;  forms  cut-offs  in  the  bends  of  the  rivers,  and  rolls  with 
its  current  vast  volumes  of  sand.  Between  White  river  and  Ohio,  the 
sand  rock  of  the  country  is  found  in  the  river  bed  at  three  places,  viz: 
Coffee  island,  and  at  the  Little  and  Grand  Chains,  and  forms  the  ripples 
which  have  been  improved  by  Messrs.  Gardner  ond  Mundy.  At  these 
places,  where  the  rock  occurs,  the  river  is  susceptible  of  almost  any  kind 
of  improvement  which  the  extensive  and  increasing  trade  of  the  country 
may  require.  The  great  value  of  the  trade  of  the  valley  of  the  Wabash 
would  in  a  short  time  induce  a  slack-water  navigation  of  the  river  for  the 
uninterrupted  business  of  steamboats,  if  it  wrere  practicable  to  make  each 
an  improvement:  but  however  desirable  such  an  object  may  be,  it  is 
problematical  at  least — from  the  character  of  the  country  overflown, 
in  time  of  floods,  from  three  to  eight  miles  in  width,  with  the  bed  of  the 
stream  constantly  changing,  and  its  current  rolling  volumes  of  sand  suffi- 
cient in  a  [q.w  years  to  fill  up  its  entire  bed  for  a  long  distance — whether 
such  a  river  can  be  generally  converted  into  pools  for  slack-water  navi- 
gation. In  such  an  event  it  is  doubtful.  The  process  of  filling  up  the  pools 
would  go  on  rapidly  for  a  few   years;  and  then  to  find  way,  the  river 
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would  seek  a  new  channel,  and  leave  such  works  as  had  been  constructed 
on  dry  ground. 

Although  the  probabilities  are  adverse  for  the  grand  improvement  of 
the  Wabash,  by  means  of  slack-water  navigation  in  its  whole  length,  it 
is  certainly  possible  at  some  period,  of  time,  that,  at  the  shoals  where  the 
rock  occurs,  works  of  this  kind  may  be  erected;  and  this  consideration, 
although  remotely,  had  some  Weight  in  determining  the  plan  for  the 
works  at  the  Grand  Rapids. 

The  Wabash  below  White  river,  for  the  small  class  of  Ohio  steamboats, 
i<=  navigable  the  greatest  length  of  time  in  each  year,  and  for  a  much 
longer  period  than  it  is  above,  owing  more  to  the  shoals,  from  the  Grand 
Rapids  to  Little  Rock,  than  want  of  water  from  thence  to  La  Fayette. 
Mar.y  inquiries  relative  to  the  length  of  time  during  which  the  ordina- 
ry steam  navigation  is  used  yearly  on  the  river,  have  been  made,  above 
and  below  the  confluence  of  White  river;  but  from  the  conflicting  state- 
ments, it  is  difficult  to  form  acoirect  opinion — the  time  varies,  doubtless, 
in  different  years.  During  the  present,  there  can  have  been  but  little  or 
no  time  when  the  water  has  been  too  low  for  small  steamboats  to  ascend 
the  river  to  the  rapids.  A  steamboat  of  ordinary  light  draft  came  there 
the  last  of  October,  when  the  water  was  depressed  as  low,  probably,  as 
it  has  been  at  any  time  this  season.  If  it  could  have  ascended  the  rap- 
ids, it  might  have  made  way  for  a  longdistance  up  the  river.  From  the 
best  sources  of  intelligence  that  could  be  obtained,  it  is  believed  that, 
when  the  improvements  at  Grand  Rapids  shall  be  completed,  it  will 
add  three  months,  at  least,  in  each  year,  to  the  time  in  which  steamboats 
can  now  ascend  the  Wabash  above  the  confluence  of  White  river. 

The  obstructions  proposed  to  be  remedied  by  the  the  present  improve- 
ments, are  the  series  of  shoals  and  rapids  commencing  one  mile  above 
the  junction  of  White  river — 1st.  The  Grand  Rapids — descending 4  feet 
in  half  a  mile. — 2d.  The  Hanging  Rock  rapids,  2*  miles  from  the  foot 
of  the  Grand  Rapids — descent  1  foot  seven  inches  in  half  a  mile. — 3d. 
Craon's  ripple  and  the  rapids  at  Ramseys'  and  Beedlo's  mills,  are  next 
in  succession,  four  and  a  half  miles  from  Hanging  Rock — descent  3  feet 
2  inches  from  the  surface  of  the  water  above  the  dam  to  Hanging  Rock, 
the  greatest  part  of  which  is  within  three-fourths  of  a  mile  of  the  dam. 
4th.  Little  Rock  rapids,  from  the  head  of  which,  in  half  a  mile,  is  a  de- 
scent of  one  foot  and  three  inches;  making  in  all  a  descent  often  feet. 
The  water  on  the  Little  Rock  shoals  varies  in  depth,  in  low  water,  from 
four  to  one  and  a  half  feet. 

In  running  the  line  of  levels,  the  point  of  high  watermark  was  as- 
sumed as  the  base  line  at  the  foot  of  the  Grand  Rapids,  21.57  feet  above 
the  surface  of  the  water  when  the  levels  were  taken. 

The  highest  point  of  rock  on  the  shoals  at  LUtle  Rock  was  1'2.97  feet 
below  the  bass  line;  and  in  contemplating  the  proposed  work,  t3  give 
three  and  a  half  feet  depth  of  water  over  the  reck,  the  surface  of  the 
river  must  be  raised  to  a  point  9.47  feet  above  said  base  line,  or,  in  even 
numbers,  to  nine  feet  six  inches,  which  will  be  the  point  to  which  the 
weir  or  comb  of  the  dam  will  be  raised  when  it  shall  bo  built. 

To  determine  the  best  plan  of  overcoming  this  descent  in  the  river, 
several  plans  other  than  that  of  one  dam  and  one  lock, (the  plan  adopted) 
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suggested  themselves.  The  first,  if  found  practicable,  was  to  introduce  a 
feeder  from  White  river  on  ground  sufficiently  elevated  to  lock,  by 
means  of  a  canal,  into  the  Wabash  above  and  below  the  rapids,  and  leave 
the  bed  of  the  river  in  its  natural  state,  free  for  the  great  amount  of 
trade  passing  in  in  flat  and  steamboats;  another  ^)lan  to  make  a  canal 
from  the  upper  part  of  the  rapids,  deep  enough  to.  be  fed  without  throw- 
ing a  dam  across  the  Wabash,  and  in  that  manner  leave  the  river  free; 
a  third  one,  to  erect  a  dam  at  Hanging  Rock  to  supply  a  canal  to  the 
foot  of  the  rapids. 

A  slight  examination  sufficed  to  show  the  impracticability  of  the  first 
and  the  inexpediency  of  the  two  last.  The  cost  of  construction  was 
enough  to  decide  the  question:  but  if  they  could  have  been  made  for  a 
much  less  sum,  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  should  have  been  adopted. 
The  steamboat  trade  of  the  Wabash  is  immensely  valuable,  and  this 
cannot  be  well  accommodated  in  a  canal.  The  agitation  of  the  waters 
produced  by  the  motion  of  the  steam  vessels  induces  the  necessity  of 
paving  the  banks  with  stone,  which  injures  the  boats  in  their  passage 
through  them.  Canals  are  obviously  too  narrow  for  the  free  operation  of 
steamboats,  whose  motion  in  them  is  so  constrained,  and  their  progress 
so  much  impeded,  that  the  utf.ity  of  navigating  canals  by  the  agencv  of 
steam  is  a  doubtful  and  unsettled  question.  The  first  of  these  canals 
would  have  been  over  seven  miles  in  length,  the  latter  over  two. 

These  considerations  were  deemed  sufficient  to  determine  that  the  pro- 
posed works  at  the  Grand  Rapids  should  be  by  means  of  locks  and  dams 
across  the  Wabash,  of  the  necessary  height  to  give  sufficient  depth  of 
water  for  boats  to  pass  at  all  times  the  shoals  and  rapids  in  the  lii>t 
eleven  miles  above  the  mouth  of  White  river;  and  whether  one  lock  and 
one  dam  should  be  used  for  that  purpose,  or  two,  was  the  only  question 
which  remained  undecided. 

The  height  the  waters  require  to  be  raised  at  the  lower  termination 
of  the  raoids,  near  White  liver,  to  give  three  and  a  half  feet  over  the 
highest  point  of  the  river  bed  at  Little  Rock,  in  the  lowest  stages  of 
water,  is  twelve  feet.  This  height,  on  a  good  foundation,  such  as  will  be 
used,  is  not  too  great  to  render  a  dam  unsafe;  and  as  a  single  dam  and 
lock  are  more  economical  and  more  convenient  than  to  surmount  the 
same  rise  of  water  by  means  of  two,  the  use  of  one  only  should  be  pre- 
ferred, provided  the  country  is  sufficiently  elevated  to  sustain. that  height 
of  water  against  the  banks  of  the  river. 

In  the  event  of  building  two  dams,  the  site  of  the  upper  one  would  be 
at  the  Hanging  Rock — the  lower  one  near  the  foot  of  the  Grand  Rapids. 
The  two  sites  are  about  two  miles  apart,  and  the  water  from  the  upper 
site  to  the  extremity  of  the  pool  in  the  river  above  would  be  at  the  same 
elevation  whether  one  or  two  dams  should  be  erected.  The  only  differ- 
ence to  the  adjacent  country  in  relation  to  the  height  of  the  water  is  for 
the  distance  between  the  two  dams,  which  does  not  exceed  two  miles, 
and  this  difference  in  the  height  of  the  water  would  not  be  greater  than 
three  and  a  half  feet;  for,  in  order  to  give  the  necessary  depth  over 
the  rocks  for  steamboats  to  enter  the  lock  at  Hanging  Rock  dam,  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  it  would  have  to  be  submerged  by  the  lower  one.  A 
dam  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  to  overcome  the  obstructions  in  the  liver  to 
Hanging  Rock,   and  to  secure  a  sufficient   depth  of  water  to  carry  boats 
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safely  into  the  second  Jock,  would  be  seven  and  one-half  feet  in  height 
above  the  suriace  of  the  river;  and  to  overcome  all  the  obstacles  pro- 
posed to  be  remedied,  less  than  ten  and  a  half  feet  above  the  suriace 
of  the  water  where  the  dam  will  be  built. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  descent  of  the  Grand  Rapids  is  within  half 
a  mile  of  the  dam,  so  that  the  height  to  which  the  waters  are  raised  above 
their  natural  bed  is  diminished  four  feet  in  that  distance.  The  banks  are 
high  enough  to  confine  the  waters  within  them,  except  at  the  highest 
floods,  during  which  the  country  is  overflowed  for  miles  in  extent,  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  insulated  points  of  sand-rock  ridges,  which  appear 
like  islands  in  the  surrounding  waters. 

The  difference,  therefore,  in  the  heigth  to  which  the  surface  of  the 
river  will  be  raised  by  the  use  of  one  or  of  two  dams  is  inconsiderable, 
not  exceeding  three  and  a  half  feet  for  two  miles  in  distance;  but  to  ob- 
viate all  objections  on  that  account,  in  the  estimates,  the  cost  of  makiug 
guard-banks  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  dam  sites,  on  each  side  of  the 
river,  has  been  calculated  and  provided  lor.  The.  difference  in  the  height 
of  the  lock-gates  and  walls,  on  the  plan  o!  two  dams,  would  have  been 
three  feet  less  than  in  one,  provided  the  walls  had  been  left  at  ten  feet 
above  the  weirs  or  combs  ot  the  darns,  and  sometimes  submerged  in  the 
waters  of  high  floods;  which,  although  avoided  in  the  plan  adopted,  would 
not  have  rendered  the  works  unsafe;  with  the  banks  raised  to  the  prop- 
er height  and  well  protected,  and  when  the  water  was  at  that  height, 
the  dams  would  have  made  no  obstruction  to  the  passage  of  boats. 

It  is  believed  that  all  the  advantages  which  can  be  claimed  for  two 
dams  over  one,  are  summed  up  in  these  items  of  the  height  of  the  water 
and  the  height  of  the  lock-gates  and  walls — both  are  inconsiderable. 

But  the  plan  of  one  lock  and  one  dam  is  preferable  on  account  of  pro- 
ducing less  delay  and  injury  to  steamboats  to  pass  one  lock  than  to  pass 
two;  of  less  delay  of  landing  flat  boats  and  the  hazard  of  being  drawn 
over  the  dam  in  the  descending  trade  of  the  river;  of  an  increased 
amount  of  water-power,  and  greater  economy  in  the  cost  of  construction. 
It  is  usual  to  allow  three  feet  for  head  and  fall  in  building  mills.  On  the 
plan  of  two  dams,  the  difference  in  the  surface  of  the  water  at  Hanging 
Rock,  above  and  below  the  dam,  would  have  been  only  three  feet,  and 
therefore  valueless  for  practical  purposes.  The  available  water-power  at 
the  lower  site,  six  feet  on  the  same  plan;  but  with  one  dam  and  one 
lock,  the  available  water  power  will  be  nine  feet  fall;  therefore,  il  two 
dams  and  two  looks  could  have  been  constructed  for  the  same  cost,  the 
single  plan  ought  to  have  been  preferred.  The  cost  of  two,  however, 
would  have  greatly  exceeded  the  cost  of  erecting  one.  For  comparison: 

Plan  of  two  dams  and  two  locks — 
Cost  of  dam  and  lock  at  foot  of  Grand  Rapids         -         -      $138,825  93 
Cost  of  dam  and  lock  and  dam  at  Hanging  Rock     -         -         132,782  60 

271,608  53 
Plan  of  one  dam  and  one  lock. 
Cost  of  dam  and  lock  near  the  foot  of  Grand  Rapids         -         166,928  55 

Difference  -         -         - 104,679  9S 
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The  plan  of  one  dam  and  lock  was  adopted,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
great  difference  of  cost  in  its  favor,  but  also  of  its  greater  utility.  The 
height  of  the  dam  will  be  sufficient  to  give  three  and  a  half  feet  water 
over  the  highest  points  in  the  rock  bed  of  the  river  at  Little  Rock  shoals, 
without  taking  into  consideration  the  influence  the  dam  will  have  in 
backing  the  waters  that  distance,  or  for  the  height  the  water  will  stand 
on  the  comb  of  the  dam;  both  of  which  will  probably  be  equal  to  six 
inches,  and  give  a  depth  of  water  of  four  feet  over  the  highest  rocks. 

The  lock  will  be  175 feet  long  and  38  feet  wide  in  the  chamber,  and 
of  the  same  dimensions  as  those  used  in  the  Kentucky  rivers,  which  are 
now  being  improved.  The  lock  is  of  sufficient  capacity,  with  a  rise  of 
two  and  a  half  feet  in  the  river,  to  pass  boats  of  200  tons  burden — the 
size  which  includes  the  most  numerous  class  which  navigate  the  Qhio — 
and  at  all  times  to  pass  boatsdrawing  three  and  a  half  feet  water.  The 
gates  will  be  opened  with  capstans.  The  lock  walls  will  be  23d  feet  in 
length,  with  piers  of  crib-work  filled  with  stone  and  faced  with  plank,  ex- 
tending 180  feet  in  length  above  and  below  the  lock,  for  protection  walls. 

The  dam  will  be  one  thousand  feet  in  length,  built  with  cribs  of  tim- 
ber, filled  with  stone  and  covered  with  six  inch  plank.  The  site  is  on 
the  sand-rock  bed  of  the  river,  and  affords  a  good  foundation  for  the 
dam.  The  rock  is  more  firm  and  compact  than  that  which  is  found 
above  water  in  the  vicinity.  Care  has  been  taken  in  the  selection  of  the 
site,  to  place  the  dam  sufficiently  up  the  falls  for  the  agitation  of  the 
water  produced  in  passing  the  dam  to  subside  on  the  rock-bed  of  the  riv- 
er, to  prevent  deep  washing  below — the  formation  of  new  sand  bars  to 
impede  the  navigation,  and  to  prevent  the  structure  from  being  weak- 
ened and  undermined.  The  dam  is  thus  placed  some  distance  up  the 
falls,  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  the  rock,  to  some  extent,  has  to  be 
excavated  below  the  lock.  This  selection  of  the  site  lessens  the  height 
the  dam  has  to  be  built  about  one  a>.d  a  half  feet,  and  adds  greatly  to  its 
permanency.  This  rise  on  the  rocktakes  place  above  the  point  where 
the  water  will  be  discharged  for  hydraulic  purposes,  so  that  the  fall  se- 
cured by  the  erection  of  the  dam  is  fully  equal  to  12  feet;  9  feel  of  which, 
according  to  the  usual  allowance  of  mill-wrights  for  head  and  fall  races, 
will  be  available  for  machinery,  with  a  supply  of  water  greater  than  can 
be  used  for  many  years  to  come — sufficient  at  least  to  propel  300  run  of 
4*  feet  mill-stones  at  seasons  of  the  lowest  stages  of  water,  and  will  not 
be  impeded  by  floods  more  than  six  weeks  in  a  year. 

The  dam  will  have  some  slight  influence  in  backing  the  waters  of  the 
river  in  medium  floods,  but  this  influence  will  be  small.  In  higher  sta- 
ges of  floods  in  which  the  water  rises  on  the  weir  or  comb  of  a  dan  to 
something  like  one-fifth  part  of  its  natural  height,  this  influence  of  back- 
ing the  water  is  altogether  lost,  so  that  a  dam  has  no  effect  in  increasing 
the  rise  of  freshets  after  they  swell  to  acertain  height.  In  such  cases  an 
increase  of  velocity  at  the  place  the  dam  is  situated  is  all  the  difference 
which  can  be  perceived.  The  effect  on  smaller  rises  of  a  river-must  be 
very  slight;  for  the  water  i.)  the  pool  of  a  dam  of  miles  in  extent,  in  small 
floods,  moves  with  a  current  that  is  scarcely  perceptible,  and  the  differ- 
ence, consequently,  of  the  elevation  between  the  terminations  of  the  pool 
must  be  small  indeed. 
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The  banks  of  the  river  are  generally  19  or  20  feet  above  its  bed;  and 
at  the  height  of  ordinary  floods,  but  with  the  exception  of  three  places 
in  the  distance  of  11  miles  above  the  mouth  of  White  river,  in  the  high- 
est rises  of  water,  the  whole  valley  bordering  the  Wabash  is  overflowed 
for  miles  in  extent.  The  valley  is  very  level  and  uniform  in  its  surface, 
of  a  tough  clayey  soil  which  affords  a  tolerable  guarantee  against  cut-offs, 
and  the  river  from  forming  new  channels. 

From  the  lock  and  abutments  on  each  side  of  the  river,  guard-banks 
can  be  cheaply  constructed  to  high  ground,  which  never  overflows 
— a  fortunate  circumstance  in  the  location  which  could  not  be  found  ai 
any  other  place  within  many  miles.  Almost  immediately,  above  the  site 
of  the  lock  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river,  a  point  of  land,  20  feet  above 
the  highest  floods,  projects  into  the  stream,  and  forms  a  harbor  where 
boats  may  land  safely  without  danger  oi  being  drawn  over  the  dam. 

This  projection  of  high  ground  is  not  so  abrupt  as  to  make  it  difficult 
to  pass,  but  at  the  same  time  it  influences  the  current  from  the  point  to 
the  bend  of  the  river  on  the  opposite  side,  and  shields  thereby  the  lock 
from  drift  and  ice. 

The  bed  of  the  Wabash  for  some  distance— -several  miles  above  the 
Little  Rock  rapids — is  deep  and  well  adapted  to  become  the  reservoir  of 
the  sand  which  must,  in  the  nature  of  things,  be  deposited  at  the  head  of 
the  pool.  Few  places  on  the  Wabash  could  be  found  so  well  adapted 
for  the  location  of  similar  works,  in  which  safety,  convenience,  and  per- 
manance  are  so  well  secured. 

The  lock-walls  are  designed  to  be  built  of  the  most  durable  materials, 
and  in  the  best  manner,  as  well  as  the  abutments  and  dam.  The  greatest 
amount  of  trade  on  the  Wabash  obviously  points  to  the  necessity  of  do- 
ing, in  the  best  manner,  whatever  is  done,  so  that  the  work  when  put 
up  will  need  little  or  no  repairs,  or  be  of  doubtful  utility  when  completed. 
The  plan  is  very  similar  to  those  used  in  Kentucky  on  their  public 
works.  Care  will  be  taken  to  have  the  walls  and  gates  of  such  dimen- 
sions that  they  will  be  able  to  resist  the  pressure  against  them;  and  in  the 
height  of  the  gates,  that  they  shall  not  exceed  the  limits  in  ordinary  use 
for  large  locks,  so  that  nothing  shall  be  left  to  conjecture,  or  the  hazard 
of  an  experiment. 

The  difficulty  of  procuring  stone  of  a  good  quality,  the  quantity  of 
materials  to  be  collected  at  one  point,  the  uncertainty  of  a  proper  stage  of 
water  for  their  transportation,  and  the  necessity  of  having  all  the  materials 
ready  and  prepared  on  the  ground  before  a  commencement  of  any  part 
of  the  structures  in  the  water  can  be  made,  induced  the  recommendation 
of  letting  out  the  delivery  of  the  stone  for  the  lock  and  abutment.  This 
letting,  for  the  materials,  took  place  on  the  22d  instant,  and  contracts 
taken  by  two  responsible  companies  for  the  delivery  of  7,000  cubic  yards 
of  stone  by  the  1st  of  June  next,  at  fair  prices  for  the  States.  The  contrac- 
torshave  already  engaged  with  spirit  upon  the  business  of  their  contracts, 
and  with  an  activity  which  promises  well  for  their  performance.  The 
prices  at  which  these  contracts  have  been  taken  would  seem  to  insure 
the  completion  of  the  whole  work  within  the  estimates  made  for  its  cost. 
Thus  far,  building  stone  of  a  good  quality  has  not  been  found  nearer 
than  Portersville,  77  miles  by  water, above  the  confluence  of  White  river. 
There  the  quarries  are  fine  for  the  massive  work  for  which  the  materials 
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are  required;  none  of  a  suitable  quality  have  been  found  nearer  to  the  site 
of  the  works,  although  diligent  and  laborious  search  has  been  made  for 
that  purpose. 

The  cost  of  the  dam  and  lock  is  estimated  at  $166,928  55.  The  whole 
is  carefully  estimated,  and  put  at  such  prices  as  is  confidently  believed 
will  insure  the  completion  of  the  work  in  the  most  substantial  manner, 
without  exceeding  the  estimates  a  single  dollar. 

It  is  expected  that,  according  to  contract,  the  stone  will  be  delivered  by 
the  1st  of  June  next,  and  that  the  main  contracts  for  building  the  lock 
and  the  dam,  and  abutments,  may  be  let  by  the  16th  of  that  month;  so 
that  the  work  may  be  completed  by  the  first  of  November,  lS39. 

Ample  provision  has  been  made  in  the  estimates  for  the  use  of  the 
waterJpower,in  the  construction  of  culverts  and  canals  for  the  convey- 
ance and  discharge  of  the  waters. 

So  great  a  power  for  hydraulic  purposes,  created  in  the  heart  of  an 
extensive  wheat  growing  country,  and  adjacent  to  the  beds  of  iron  ore 
abounding  in  the  valley  of  White  river,  cannot  fail  to  insure  to  the  States 
large  profits.  Its  situation  in  a  district  of  country  where  water  privi- 
leges are  extremely  limited,  will  enhance  its  value,  and  being  so  great, 
(and  within  twelve  hours'  voyage  of  the  Ohio)  will  give  it  such  claims  to 
the  attention  of  the  public  as  cannot,  in  the  nature  of  things,  fail  to  point 
it  out  as  extremely  well  situated  for  any  kind  of  manufacture  in  which 
water-power  is  essential,  and  induce  it  to  be  extensively  improved. 

In  regard  to  the  profits  to  be  derived  from  the  construction  of  the 
work,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  remark  that,  when  completed,  it  will  pro- 
bably stand  on  more  favorable  ground,  in  relation  to  the  revenues  to  be 
derived  from  it,  than  any  other  in  either  of  the  States.  So  soon  as  it 
shall  be  completed,  a  very  moderate  rate  of  tolls  collected  on  the  great 
trade  of  the  Wabash  will  render  it  profitable  in  the  matter  of  revenue. 

But  a  very  short  time  can  elapse  before  the  rents  from  the  water-power 
alone  will  pay  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  construction,  and  keep  up  the 
necessary  repaii-9  and  attendance.  Leases  for  water-power  in  Indiana 
rent  for  $150  per  annum  for  privilege  for  propelling  one  run  of  four  and 
one  half  feet  mill-stones,  and  are  readily  sought  for  at  these  prices. 

The  eligibility  of  this  water-power  for  the  manufacture  of  iron  and 
nails,  of  paper,  cotton,  lumber,  and  flour,  cannot  fail  of  making  it  in 
a  short  time  the  source  of  large  revenue  to  the  States.  The  benefits  of 
these  works  to  the  country  can  hardly  be  appreciated.  Great  confidence 
is  felt  that  to  the  present  navigable  portion  of  the  year  on  the  Wabash, 
it  will  add  at  least  three  months  to  that  time,  for  the  upper  part  of  it;  and 
that  when  the  obstacles  to  the  navigation  of  this  section  of  the  river  shall 
be  removed,  there  will  be  more  inducements  for  the  business  of  steam- 
boats in  the  summer  season;  and  that  but  a  very  short  time  in  each  year 
will  be  found,  in  which  light  draft  boats,  suited  to  the  commerce,  will  not 
make  their  regular  trips  from  the  upper  country  to  its  mouth.  Nor  will 
the  benefits  cease  with  the  extension  of  the  navigation  of  the  river,  and 
the  rents  and  tolls  which  will  be  received — the  introduction  of  property, 
the  investment  of  capital  to  a  great  amount  in  manufactures,  will  swell 
the  revenues  of  the  States,  and  add  greatly  to  the  aggregate  of  their 
wealth,  and  to  the  prosperity  and  convenience  of  their  people. 
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The  disbursements  made  in  locating  the  work,  examinations  for  stone, 
purchase  of  instruments,  tools,  &c,  is  $1,464  68;  the  one-half  of  which, 
or  the  sum  of  $732  34,  was  paid  out  of  the  money  furnished  by  each 
Commissioner  of  the  respective  States,  as  per  account,  with  vouchers 
rendered  with  the  plans  and  estimates  in  detail;  which  are  respectfully 
submitted. 

A.  BURR, 
Principal  Engineer  Wabash  river. 


Report  of  Edward  Smith,  Principal  Engineer. 

Railroad  Office, 

Mount  Carmel,  March  7,  1838. 
To  Gen.  M.  K.  Alexander, 

Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  so  much  of  the  eastern  division  of  the 
Alton  and  Mount  Carmei  railroad  as  extends  from  Mount  Carmel  to  Albion,  has 
been  definitely  located,  and  prepared  for  contract,  and  I  now  have  the  honor  to 
report  the  following  results  in  relation  thereto. 

After  the  receipt  of  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  directing  the 
above  named  portion  of  this  road  to  be  put  under  contract,  accompanied  by  your 
instructions  to  have  it  ready  for  letting  by  the  eight  of  March  ensuing,  the  loca- 
ting party,  which  at  that  time  were  engaged  in  preparing  the  western  division  of 
the  same  road  for  contract,  were  removed  to  Mount  Carmel.  This  party  was 
under  the  charge  of  Mr.  Terril,  and  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Scheel,  who  re- 
mained at  the  western  office,  and  whose  place  was  supplied  by  Mr.  Seymour,  have 
located  the  work  on  this  division.  It  required  some  two  weeks  after  their  arri- 
val at  Mount  Carmel  to  complete  the  estimates  and  drawings  of  the  western  end 
of  the  line,  before  commencing  field  operations  on  this  end.  These  unavoida- 
ble causes  of  delay  postponed  the  commencement  of  the  work  here  until  in  the 
month  of  January. 

The  experimental  lines  on  the  eastern  division  of  Alton  and  Mount  Carmel 
railroad  were  made  in  May  and  June  last,  under  the  then  existing  order  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  restricting  the  grades  to  30  feet  ascent  and  descent  in  the 
mile,  with  the  exception  of  that  portion  of  the  line  which  crosses  the  Albion  ridge, 
which,  by  special  instruction,  was  extended  to  40  feet.  These  preliminary  sur- 
veys, therefore,  were  of  little  aid  in  effecting  the  recent  location  which  has  been 
made,  with  a  view  of  benefiting  by  the  recent  order  of  the  Board,  in  reference 
to  extending  the  grades  at  the  option  of  the  Commissioners  in  charge  of  each 
respective  work.  The  present  location  occupies  a  route  which  was  impractica- 
ble, within  any  reasonable  cost,  at  a  grade  of  30  feet  to  the  mile,  and  hence,  entire 
new  surveys  and  examinations  were  instituted  on  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
route. 

These  circumstances,  combined  with  the  extreme  inclemency  of  the  weather 
during  the  month  of  February,  have  operated  to  retard  the  progress  of  the  work 
beyond  what  was  anticipated  by  me  when  I  engaged  to  have  the  work  ready  for 
contract  by  the  8th  of  March.  I  however  have  the  pleasure  to  state  that,  not- 
withstanding the  difficulties  and  privations  which  the  party  necessarily  encoun- 
tered in  their  field  operations,  by  an  assiduity  and  praise-worthy  attention  to  their 
duties,  all  the  necessary  examinations  have  been  made  by  them  to  enable  me  to 
present  you  at  this  time  what  I  deem  to  be  the  most  judicious  definite  location, 
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on  almost  the  whole  line  of  work,  together  with  a  minute  estimate  of  the  proba- 
ble amount  and  value  of  the  work  on  each  respective  section  into  which  the  line 
has  been  divided.  There  are  two  or  three  points  on  the  route,  at  which  are  pre- 
sented difficulties  which  require  some  further  examination,  to  enable  me  to  decide 
definitely  on  the  precise  location  to  recommend  to  you;  but  the  plans  and  profiles 
of  the  line  at  those  points  indicate  the  vicinity  and  character  of  the  work  suffi- 
ciently explicit  to  enable  contractors  to  bid  understanding^  for  the  execution 
of  it. 

Without  anticipating  further,  I  will  proceed  with  the  description  of  the  line  of 
work,  and  of  the  country  over  which  it  passes. 

The  location  commences  in  Mount  Carmel,  at  the  bank  of  the  Great  Wabash 
river,  on  the  town  commons,  and  in  a  line  with  the  centre  of  Mulberry  street; 
and  the  ordinary  high  water-mark  of  the  river  is  assumed  as  the  base  of  the  ver- 
tical survey.  From  the  point  of  commencement,  the  line  is  carried  over  the  com- 
mons to  the  intersection  of  Front  street,  at  the  foot  of  the  bluff  upon  which  the 
town  is  situated,  and  from  thence  up  the  centre  of  Mulberry  street.  This  street 
occupies  a  ravine  which  presents  a  very  favorable  and  cheap  location  to  ascend 
from'  the  river  bottom  to  the  table  land.  Near  the  intersection  of  Fifth  street, 
the   line  attains  the  lowest  depression  in   the  hill,  at  an  elevation  of  48.4  feet 

above  the  base,  3,800  feet  from  the  river  bank.  Here  a  curve  of feet  radius 

is  resorted  to,  in  order  to  throw  the  line  into  the  centre  of  Sixth  street,  which  is 
attained  near  the  intersection  of  Market  street,  and  is  pursued  to  the  western 
limits  of  Sixth  street.  By  this  arrangement,  the  most  economical  location  is  adop- 
ted, and  at  the  same  time  the  injury  done  to  private  property  is  inconsidera- 
ble in  amount.  The  corporation  having  granted  the  right  of  way,  for  the  rail- 
road, through  the  commons,  streets,  and  alleys  of  the  town,  and  the  resident  pro- 
prietors having  generally  acted  with  the  same  liberality,  the  location  through 
the  town  plat  is  effected  in  a  manner  highly  satisfactory  for  the  interests  of  the 
State. 

After  leaving  the  western  boundary  of  the  town,  the  line  is  curved  gently  to 
the  west,  and  runs,  on  or  near  the  line  of  sections,  to  the  crossing  of  Great-house 
creek,  at  the  distance  of  about  two  miles  from  the  river  bank.  At  the  distance 
of  three  miles  and  24  chains,  the  summit  of  the  dividing  ridge  between  Great- 
house  and  Coffee  creeks  is  attained,  at  an  elevation  of  85.6  feet.  This  ridge 
forms  one  of  the  principal  obstructions  on  the  line;  and  which,  with  two  others 
of  the  same  description,  will  render  it  necessary  for  the  Commissioners  at  the 
letting  to  decide  a  question  of  expediency  and  utility  between  a  sinuous  and 
lengthened  line  of  road,  on  a  low  grade,  and  a  direct  and  straight  line,  on  grades, 
at  these  three  points,  exceeding  fifty  feet  to  the  mile.  By  the  present  location, 
this  ridge  is  overcome  by  straight  planes;  the  grade  of  the  plane  on  the  eastern 
slope  being  53  feet,  and  the  first  half  from  the  summit  of  the  western  plane  being 
on  a  grade  of  34  feet,  and  the  other  half,  of  53  feet  to  the  mile.  The  length  of 
the  eastern  plane  is  6,800  feet,  and  that  of  the  western,  4,900  feet.  In  order 
however  to  effect  this  design,  a  cut  of  28  feet  in  depth  on  the  extreme  summit  of 
the  ridge,  and  averaging  13.33  feet  in  depth,  for  a  distance  of  1,800  feet,  has  to 
be  encountered.  It  is  supposed  that  rock  may  be  met  with  in  this  cut,  but  the 
shortness  of  the  time  allowed  for  preparing  the  work  for  contract,  and  my  indis- 
pensable engagements  in  other  parts  of  the  district  during  a  part  of  the  Avinter, 
have  prevented  me  from  instituting"examinations,  which  otherwise  would  have 
been  made  in  reference  to  the  matter,  both  at  this  and  the  Albion  ridge,  to  be  de- 
scribed in  a  subsequent  part  of  this  report.  If  rock  should  occur  at  any  consi- 
derable elevation  in  the  cuts,  (which  fact  will  be  fully  determined  before  the 
work  shall  be  commenced,)  it  is  supposed  that  the  cost  of  the  excavation 
will  not  be  materially  influenced  thereby,  as  the  aggregate  amount  of  material 
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to  be  removed  will  be  diminished,  and  also,  the  rock  may  be  of  value  to  the  State 
for  masonry  on  the  line. 

-'  After  passing  this  ridge,  the  line  assumes  the  valley  of  Coffee  creek,  and  pass- 
es over  a  gently  undulating  country,  until  it  reaches  the  dividing  ridge  between 
the  waters  of  Coffee  creek  and  Bon  Pas  river,  on  Mr.  Robert  Rigg's  plantation. 
On  leaving  the  foot  of  the  ridge  between  Great-house  and  Coffee  creeks,  near 
Mr.  Samuel  Rigg's  dwelling  house,  the  line  is  necessarily  subjected  to  a  slight 
curve,  and  thrown  south  of  a  direct  line  to  Albion,  in  order  to  avoid  a  very 
elevated  section  of  the  ridge,  and  assume  a  low  gap  near  Rigg's  house.  The  ele- 
vation is  overcome  by  a  plane  of  2,209  feet  in  length,  and  on  a  grade  of  74.4 
feet  to  the  mile  on  the  easterly  slope,  and  on  the  westerly  slope  by  a  plane  2,400 
feet  long,  and  grade  of  49.10  feet  to  the  mile.  The  depth  of  the  cut  on  the  ex- 
treme summit  is  13.64  feet,  and  averages  6.40  in  depth  for  a  distance  of  1,700 
feet  It  is  worthy  of  particular  remark,  that  the  grades  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  ridge  can  be  materially  diminished  and  brought  within  moderate  limits,  by 
resorting  to  a  curved  line,  conforming  to  the  southern  escarpment  of  the  hill  on 
■the  south  of  Mr.  Rigg's  dwelling  house,  by  which  means  the  plane  can  be  com- 
menced at  a  much  greater  distance  from  the  summit.  Immediately  after  pass- 
ing this  ridge,  the  line  assumes  the  wide  and  level  valley  of  the  Bon  Pas  river, 
and  passes  for  the  most  part  through  or  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  a  finely  tim- 
bered country.  At  the  distance  of  12  miles  and  55  chains  from  the  Wabash, 
the  Bon  Pas  is  intersected,  and  passed  at  a  favorable  point  for  the  construction  of 
the  bridge,  and  on  a  quarter  section  of  land  owned  by  the  State.  The  country 
west  of  the  river  still  continues  comparatively  level,  but  is  more  open  and  inter- 
spersed with  farms  and  prairies.  This  description  of  country  Continues  to  within 
about  one  and  one-quarter  mile  of  the  summit  of  the  Albion  ridge,  or  about  six- 
teen miles  from  Mount  Carmel.  Here  commences  one  of  the  principal  obstruc- 
tions in  the  vertical  line  of  the  road  which  occur  on  the  whole  line  between  the 
Wabash  and  Mississippi  rivers. 

It  is  not  so  much  to  the  height  of  the  ridge  that  the  obstruction  is  to  be  attribu- 
ted, as  to  its  relative  elevation  to  the  level  country  which  approaches  it  within 
so  short  a  distance  of  its  summit.  It  might  be  supposed,  on  cursory  reflection, 
that  as  the  line  receded  from  the  Wabash  river  in  a  westerly  direction,  the  gen- 
eral level  of  the  country  would  become  more  elevated;  yet  the  surveys  have  de- 
veloped the  fact,  that  the  bed  of  the  Bon  Pas,  at  the  point  of  crossing,  is  about  a? 
low  as  that  of  the  Wabash  at  Mount  Carmel;  and  that  the  country  near  the  foot 
of  the  Albion  ridge  is  very  little  elevated  above  high  water  mark  of  the  latter 
stream  at  the  above  named  point.  This  fact  however  is  easily  explained,  when 
it  is  considered  that  the  line  of  survey  pursues  the  general  direction  of  the  valley 
of  the  Wabash,  crossing  its  small  tributaries  at  right  angles,  and  consequently 
partakes  of  the  general  inclination. 

The  elevation  of  the  lowest  depression  in  the  Albion  ridge,  by  which  the  line 
can  be  carried  through  any  part  of  the  town  plat,  ranges  from  126  to  128  feet 
above  the  base  line;  and  from  the  nature  of  the  country,  any  plane  which  may  be 
assumed  to  overcome  100  feet  of  this  elevation,  and  carry  the  line  through  the 
town,  must  be  commenced  within  a  fraction  over  one  mile  from  the  summit. 
If  the  plane  should  be  straight,  the  grade  cannot  be  much  under  99  feet  to  the 
mile,  without  encountering  work  of  a  very  expensive  character;  and  in  proportion 
as  the  grade  ts  reduced,  the  line  must  either  be  curved  and  the  distance  prolonged, 
or  the  cuttings  and  embankments  increased.  In  the  latter  case,  and  perhaps  in 
both,  the  cost  of  the  work  will  be  materially  augmented. 

The  plan  and  profiles  herewith  submitted  exhibit  an  assumed  line  over  the  ridge, 
and  onward  to  the  end  of  the  18th  section;  more  for  the  purpose  of  indicating  the 
character  and  amount  of  work  on  these  sections  than  of  determining  the  precise 
location  of  the  line;  and  a  notice  to  this  effect  will  be  appended  to  the  description 


166 

of  the  work  exhibited  at  the  lettings.  Any  location  that  may  be  deemed  more 
judicious,  on  a  critical  revision  of  the  line,  will  not[change  materially,  if  any,  the 
character,  or  perhaps  the  amount  of  work,  as  shown  by  the  present  description  of 
it.  and  therefore  proposals  can  be  received  for  its  execution,  without  impropriety 
in  nny  point  of  view.  The  examinations  which  have  been  made  on  this  portion 
of  the  line,  both  at  the  time  of  executing  the  preliminary  surveys,  and  during  the 
present  winter,  have  been  elaborate  and  extensive;  and  no  doubts  are  entertained 
of  the  practicability  of  overcoming  this  obstruction,  with  a  line  as  favorable  in 
regard  to  cost  and  effective  usefulness  as  that  now  presented;  and  strong  hopes  are 
indulged  that  the  whole  can  be  materially  improved. 

I  used  my  utmost  endeavors  to  despatch  the  business  at  the  lettings  on  the  west- 
ern division  of  the  road,  and  return  to  this  work  as  speedily  as  possible,  in  order 
toeffect  a  definite  location  of  the  work  on  the  17th  and  lfcth  sections,  which  would 
be  satisfactory  to  my  own  mind,  previous  to  the  lettings.  On  my  arrival,  I  found 
it  necessary  to  devote  my  whole  time  in  assisting  to  make  up  the  results  of  the 
field  operations,  which  had  already  been  had,  in  order  to  be  ready  for  the  lettings; 
and  was  therefore  precluded  from  carrying  this  design  into  effect.  I  propose, 
however,  to  attend  to  this  matter  specially,  as  soon  as  your  advice  and  instruc- 
tions in  relation  to  it  can  be  obtained,  and  without  any  delay  to  the  contractors, 
should  the  section  be  let. 

In  addition  to  what  has  already  been  said  in  reference  to  the  grades 
on  the  line,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  that  steep  planes  occur  but  at 
four  points,  and  in  every  instance,  their  greater  inclination  and  length 
occur  on  the  eastern  slopes,  and  in  the  direction  in  which  a  large  pre- 
ponderance of  the  heavy  transportation  may  reasonably  be  expected; 
that  the  planes  are  generally  on  straight  lines;  and  that  they  are  sus- 
ceptible of  improvement  by  reduction,  whenever  the  amount  of  trade 
upon  the  road  or  other  circumstances  may  render  such  a  change  eco- 
nomical or  judicious. 

It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind,  that  there  is  every  probability  of  this 
work,  at  no  distant  day,  forming  a  link  in  a  continuous  line  between 
Louisville,  on  the  Ohio,  and  two  great  and  rival  commercial  emporiums 
on  the  Mississippi  river;  and  that  it  will  come  into  direct  competition, 
for  the  travel  and  light  transportation  with  the  steamboat  navigation 
between  those  important  points,  in  the  great  valley.  In  view  of  these 
facts,  there  can  be  no  question,  but  that  the  interests  of  the  State  would 
be  as  well  consulted  in  projecting  this  design,  to  provide  for  the  most 
speedy  and  advantageous  conveyance  of  passengers,  as  by  adopting 
the  road  exclusively  to  heavy  transportation.  And  the  one  object  can 
be  secured,  without  materially  affecting  the  other,  by  avoiding  as  far  as 
practicable  all  increase  of  distance  and  curvatures  on  the  line. 

Aware  of  your  opinion  on  this  subject,  I  deern  it  supererogatory,  on 
my  part,  to  urge  the  propriety  of  adopting  a  straight  and  direct  location 
at  the  expense  of  a  few  rather  elevated  grades.  The  recent  experiments 
on  the  use  of  steam  engines  on  rail-ways  tend  fully  to  develope  the 
fact  that  these  valuable  machines  possess  a  much  greater  inherent  pow- 
er and  capacity  for  operating  to  advantage  on  inclined  roads  than  was 
imagined,  or  at  least  practicably  applied,  some  years  ago;  and  therefore 
some  of  the  most  important  lines  of  railroads  in  the  United  States  have 
recently  been  projected,  by  engineers  of  unquestionable  scientific  and 
practical  knowledge  in  their  professions,  predicated  on  the  use  of  me- 
chanical motive  power,   on  grades  greatly  exceeding  fifty  feet  to  the 
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mile.  In  view  then  of  the  discoveries  which  are  almost  daily  making, 
in  regard  to  the  increased  capacity  and  advantage  of  steam  motive 
power  on  roads;  and  also,  of  the  propriety  of  applying,  to  the  construc- 
tion of  our  public  works  in  Illinois,  that  rigid  economy  which  prudence 
and  custom  dictate  in  all  private  improvements,  in  a  new  country,  there 
can  exist  but  little  danger  of  falling  into  error,  by  avoiding,  as  far  as 
practicable,  all  expenditures  of  doubtful  necessity  and  utility  in  the  con- 
struction of  our  roads. 

The  accompanying  tables  of  gradients  and  of  curves,  exhibit  a  con- 
densed view  of  these  peculiarities,  in  the  route  selected.  By  reference 
to  these  tables,  and  to  the  map  herewith  submitted,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  the  route  of  the  road  between  Mount  Carmel  and  Albion  is  very 
direct,  and  for  the  most  part  on  straight  lines.  But  few  curves  occur, 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  one  within  the  town  plat  of  Mount  Car- 
mel, they  are  all  on  very  extended  radii. 

As  the  whole  drainage  of  the  country  is  intersected  by  the  line,  nearly 
at  right  angles,  the  undulations  in  the  vertical  line  of  the  road  are  con- 
sequently frequent;  but  with  the  exception  of  the  points  above  alluded 
to  in  detail,  these  fluctuations  in  the  line  are  too  minute  and  inconsider- 
able to  affect  injuriously  the  usefulness  of  the  road  when  in  operation. 

The  mechanical  structures  on  the  line  are  few  and  inconsiderable; 
the  bridge  over  the  Bon  Pas  being  the  most  important.  From  the  diffi- 
culty at  present  apprehended  in  procuring  suitable  stone,  near  the  route, 
for  bridge  abutments,  it  is  proposed  to  adopt  the  simplest  and  cheapest 
plans,  in  all  cases,  for  these  structures,  and  to  support  them  with  wooden 
tressles.  As  timber  of  the  first  quality  for  these  purposes  abounds  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  respective  works,  a  judicious  economy 
seems  to  require  the  use  of  it,  in  the  absence  of  suitable  rock,  until  future 
examinations  shall  have  developed  the  existence  of  better  materials; 
when  its  transportation,  even  from  a  considerable  distance,  can  be  effect- 
ed on  the  railway  at  a  small  expense  to  the  State.  The  same  course  is 
proposed  to  be  adopted  in  relation  to  the  smaller  water  ways  on  the  line, 
where  the  same  difficulty  is  apprehended  in  regard  to  procuring  rock; 
with  the  understanding,  however,  that  if  the  excavations  in  the  line 
should  discover  suitable  rock  for  their  construction,  it  will  be  applied  in 
lieu  of  the  timber  drains. 

The  facilities  for  procuring  materials  on  the  route  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  works,  with  the  exception  of  building  rock,  are  highly  favora- 
ble. The  country  through  which  the  road  passes,  and  especially  the  val- 
ley of  Bon  Pas,  is  for  the  most  part  well  timbered;  and  the  Wabash, 
White  river  and  Patoka,  all  uniting  immediately  at  the  debouchment  of 
the  road  on  the  Wabash  present  facilities  for  procuring  supplies  of  tim- 
ber for  the  construction  of  the  railway,  which  perhaps  are  not  surpassed, 
if  equalled,  at  any  other  point  in  the  State. 

The  total  length  of  the  present  located  line  is  eighteen  miles;  which 
has  been  sub-divided  into  eighteen  sections,  of  nearly  equal  extent.  A 
tabular  statement  or  synopsis  of  the  probable  amount  and  description 
of  the  different  items  of  work  on  each  respective  section,  together  with 
minute  estimates  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  work,  is  herewith  submit- 
ted.    The  subjoined  estimates  embrace,  also,  the  probable  cost  of  the 
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timber,  and  workmanship  of  the  superstructure  of  the    railway,  and  of 
completing  the  whole  work  for  the  reception  of  the  cars. 

Land  for  the  river  depot  at  Mount  Carmel  can  be  obtained  on  the 
town  commons,  without  any  present  cost  to  the  S(ate.  Liberal  offers 
have  also  been  made  by  citizens  of  Albion  for  furnishing  land  for  a  de- 
pot at  that  place;  and  the  feelings  manifested  by  the  community,  gener- 
ally, on  the  route  of  the  work,  fully  warrant  the  belief  that  little  or  no 
difficulty  will  arise  in  regard  to  obtaining  the  right  of  way  for  the  road 
as  well  as  sites  for  depots. 

The  accompanying  drawings  and  specifications  illustrative  of  the  sur- 
vey, location,  and  construction  of  the  road,  together  with  this  report,  are 
all  most  respectfully  submitted  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  SMITH, 
Principal  Engineer  of  Southern  District. 


An  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  work  proposed  to  be  executed  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  first  eighteen  sections  of  the  eastern  division  of  the  Alton 
and  Mount  Carmel  railroad,  extending  from  Mount  Carmel  to  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  southwest  of  Albion. 

Section  No.  1,  6,500  feet  in  length,  commencing  on   the  bank  of  the 
Wabash  river,  in  Mount  Carmel,  passing  up   Mulberry  street,  curves 
into  Sixth  street,  and  extends  to  station  65,  being   at  the  west  end  of 
the  town  plat  of  Mount  Carmel. 
6,667  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  14  cents  per  yard 
7,758  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  18  cents  per  yard 
2  brick  drains,  30  perches,  at  $5  per  perch 
9  street  crossings,  at  $25       .... 
86  rods  fencing,  at  50  cents  per  rod     - 


Section  No.  2,  4,500  feet  in  length,  commencing  at  the  west  end  of  the 
town  plat  of  Mount  Carmel,  and  extending  to  the  west  bank  of  Great- 
house  creek. 

5.50  acres  of  clearing,  at  $25     -  -  -  -  137  50 

1.00  acre  of  grubbing,  at  $  125  -  -  125  00 

50  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  16  cents        -  -  8  00 

]  1,047  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  17  cents     -  -  1,877  99 

200  lineal  ft.  bridging  over  Greathouse  creek,  at  $3  per  ft.       600  00 

1  brick  drain,  19  perches,  at  $5  per  perch      -  -  95  00 

1  wood  drain,  400  feet  of  timber  measure,  at  8  cents  32  00 

1  road  crossing,  at  $25  -  -  -  -  25  00 

98  rods  fencing,  at  50  cents      -  -  -  -  49  00 

$2,949  49 


$933  38 

1,396  44 

150  00 

225  00 

43  00 

$2,747  82 


Section  No.  3,  6,400  feet  in  length,  commences  at  Greathouse  creek,  and 

extends  to  the  summit  at  Key's  Ridge. 

8.75  acres  of  clearing,  at  $30      -          ■    -             -  -  $262  50 

32,156  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  16  cents          -  -  5,144  96 

1,000  cubic  yards  of  sand  stone,  at  80  cents         -  -  800  00 

1 1,771  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  16  cents          -  -  1,883  36 

1  brick  drain,  50  perches,  at  $5  25  per  perch  -  262  50 
376  rods  of  fencing         -            -             -            -  -  150  00 

2  road  crossings,  at  $20          -             -             -  -  40  00 

8,543  32 


Section  No.  4,  5,400  feet  in  length,   commences  at  the  summit,  (Key's 
Ridge,)  and  extends  to  near  Samuel  Rigg's  plantation. 
9.80  acres  clearing,  at  $25         - 
l.OO  acre  grubbing,  at  $125        - 
15,124  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  16  cents 
1,000  cubic  yards  sand-stone,  at  80  cents 
9,239  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  10  cents 
1  brick  drain,  50  perches,  at  $5  25     - 
1  wood  drain,  810  feet  of  timber,  at  9  cents  per  foot 
1  public  road  crossing  - 

230  rods  fencing,  at  50  cents     - 

$5,548  48 


245  00 

125  00 

2,419  84 

800  00 

1,478  24 

262  50 

72  90 

30  00 

115  00 

Section  No.  5,  4,600  feet   in   length,   commences  near  Samuel  Rigg's, 

and  extends  to  near  the  Coffee  creek. 

7.80  acres  clearing,  at  $25  per  acre          -             -  -       $195  00 

1.10  acres  grubbing,  at  $125  per  acre        -             -  -          137  50 

8,156  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  15  cents  per  yard  -      1,223  40 

5,208  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  16  cents  per  yard  -         833  28 

Bridging  200  feet  over  slough,  at  $2  50          -  -         500  00 

1  stone  drain,  18  perches,  at  $3  50  per  perch  -  -           63  00 

1  drain  of  wood,  510  feet  of  timber,  at  9  cents  -           45  90 

Public  road  crossing   -             -             -             -  -           30  00 

3,028  08 


Section  No.  6,  4,300  feet  in  length,  commences  on  the  east  side  of  Cof- 
fee creek,  (in  the  Coffee  flats)  and  extends  to  a  short  distance  bejond 
Christian  Urnot's  plantation. 

8.25  acres  clearing,  at  $30  per  acre        ,\  -  -  $247  50 

.75  acre  grubbing,  at  125 
.30  acre  prairie  sod,  at  20  dollars 
1,390  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  16  cents  per  yard 
4,544  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  18  cents  per  yard 
Bridge  200  feet,  over  Coffee  creek,  at  $2  50  - 
1  wooden  drain,  420  feet  of  timber,  at  8  cents  per  foot 


93  75 

6  00 

222  40 

817  92 

500  00 

33  60 

1,921  17 
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Section  No.  7,  5,300  feet  in  length  commences  near  Christian  Urnot's, 

and  extends  to  the  edge  of  a  small  prairie  near  George  Rice's  house. 

11.50  acres  clearing,  at  $25  per  acre  -  -  -      $287  50 

1.10  acres  grubbing,  at  $120  per  acre        -  -  -         132  0O 

.20  acre  prairie  sod,  at  $20  per  acre         -  -  -  4  00 

1,392  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  14  cents  per  yard  -         194  88 

6,373  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  17  cents  per  yard  -      1,083  41 

Bridge,  40  feet,  at  $2  50         -  -  -  -         100  00 

1  wooden  drain,  300  feet  of  timber,  at  8  cents  per  foot  24  00 

1,825  79 


Section  No.  8,   6,000  feet  in  length,   commences   near  George  Rice's 

house,  and  extends  to  a  summit  northwest  of  Robert  Rigg's. 

2.30  acres  clearing,  at  $25  per  acre           -             -  -         $57  50 

.30  acre  grubbing,at  $130  per  acre          -             -  .39  00 

5,225  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  14  cents  per  yard  -         731  50 

14,215  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  17  cents  per  yard  -      2,4l6  55 

2  wooden  drains,  1,200  feet  of  timber,  at  9  cents  -         108  00 

173  rods  offence,  at  50  cents  (on  Rice's)   -             -  -           86  50 

206  rods  of  fence,  at  50  cents  (on  Riggs')               -  -         103  00 

3,542  05 


Section  No.  9,  4,600  feet  in  length,  commences  at  the  summit  near  Rob- 
ert Riggs',  and  continues  down  to  near  the  bottom  land  on  Bon  Pas 
flats. 
10.50  acres  clearing,  at  $25  per  acre 
.70  acre  grubbing,  at  $125  per  acre 
7,198  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  15  cents  per  yard 
12,811  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  16  cents  per  yard 
1  wooden  drain,  690  feet  of  timber,  at  8  cents 


Section  No.  10,  5,400  feet  long,  commences  near  the  Bon  Pas  flats,  and 
continues  to  near  the  White-oak  ridge  in  the  direction  of  the  Bon  Pas 
river. 
12.50  acres  of  clearing,  at  $30  per  acre      ... 

.80  acres  of  grubbing,  at  125  dollars  per  acre 
4,710  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  14  cents  per  yard 
8,327  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  ^6  cents  per  yard 

2  wooden  drains,  1,100  feet  of  timber,  at  8  cents  per  ft. 


$262  50 

87  50 

1,079  70 

2,049  76 

55  20 

3,534  66 

375  00 

100  00 

659  40 

1,332  32 

88  00 

2,554  72 
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Section  No.  ll,  5,200  feet  in  length,  continues  on  the  bottom   land  in 
the  direction  of  the  Bon  Pas  river. 
12.50  acres  of  clearing,  at  25  dollars  per  acre 
.60  acre  of  grubbing,  at  150  dollars  per  acre 
2,949  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  14  cents  per  yard 
4,713  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  17  cents  per  yard 
Bridging  over  bottom  lands  50  ft.,  at  2  dolls,  per  ft 
2  wooden  drains,  9l0  feet  of  timber,  at  7  cents  per  foot. 


1,780  27 


Section  No.  12,  5,300  feet  in  length,  continues  in  the  direction  of  the 
Bon  Pas,  and  crosses  a  wet  prairie. 
5.75  acres  clearing,  at  30  dollars  per  acre 
.30  acre  grubbing,  at  130  dollars  per  acre 
1.00  acre  prairie  sod,  at  20  dollars  per  acre 
3,564  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  16  cents  per  yard 

Bridge,  100  feet,  over  Crackle's  creek,  at  $2  25  cents 
Road  crossing  - 

60  rods  of  fence,  at  50  cents  per  rod 


Section  No.  13,  5,300  feet  in  length,  commences  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Bon  Pas  river  and  crosses  the  same,  passing  through  the  margin  of 
prairie  and  timber. 

9.20  acres  of  clearing,  at  30  dollars  per  acre 
1.30  acres  grubbing,  at  1 30  dollars  per  acre 
1,358  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  15  cents  per  yard 
993  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  15  cents  yer  yard 
Bridge,  120  feet,  in  three  spans,  at  8  dollars    - 
Bridge,  140  feet,  double  track,  truss  work,  (see  draw- 
ing) over  Bon  Pas,  at  5  dollars        - 

1  wooden  drain,  510  feet  of  timber,  at  7  cents  - 

2  road  crossings,  at  25  dollars    - 
48  rods  of  fencing,  at  50  cents  per  rod    - 


Section  14,  5,300  feet  in  length,  commences  half  a  mile  west  of  Bon 

Pas  river,  and  continues  to  the  bank  of  Stillhouse  creek,  passes  through 

some  cleared  land  owned  by  Hall,  Buckner,  and  Hassel. 

2.50  acres  of  clearing,  at  25  dollars  per  acre 

.30  acres  of  grubbing,  at  100  dollars  per  acre 

7,697  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  18  cents  per  yard 

2  stone  drains,  20  perches,  at  3  dollars  50  cts.  per  perch 

1  road  crossing  - 

231  rods  of  fencing,  at  60  cents     - 


276  00 
196  00 
203  70 
148  95 
960  00 

700  00 
35  70 
50  00 
24  00 

2,567  35 

62  50 

30  00 

1,385  46 

70  00 

30  00 

138  60 

1,716,56 
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Section  No.  15,  5,700  feet  in  length,  commences  in  the  east  and  south 
bank  of  Still-house  creek,  crosses  the  same  in  four  different  places  in 
the  direction  of  Albion. 

12.20  acres  of  clearing,  at  25  dollars  per  acre  - 
2.20  acres  of  grubbing,  at  130  dollars  per  acre 
.50  acre  of  prairie  sod,  at  20  dollars  per  acre 
1,292  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  16  cents  per  yard    - 
2,639  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  18  cents  per  yard 
Bridging  300  feet  in  different  locations,  at  $2  25  - 
1  stone  drain  16  perches,  at  $3  50  per  perch 


Section  No.  16,  5,300  feet  in  length,  commences  in  edge  of  prairie  near 

where  the  Shawneetown  and  Lawrenceville   road  crosses  the  same — 

passes   through  Wm.  Bushet's  orchard,  and    extends  to  the  broken 

ground  near  the  Albion  summit. 

1.80  acres  of  clearing,  at  25  dollars  per  acre      -  -  45  00 

.30  acre  of  grubbing,  at  120  dollars  per  acre    -  -  36  00 

1  acre  prairie  sod  -  -  -  -  -  20  00 
3,S39  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  15  cents  per  yard  -  575  S5 
6,089  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  16  cents  per  yard  -  974  24 

3  stone  drains,  30  perches,  at  $3  50  per  perch  -  105  00 

2  public  road  crossings,  at  30  dollars               -  -  60  00 
1  private  road  crossing          -             -             -  -  20  00 

98  rods  of  fencing,  at  75  cents             -             -  -  73  50 


$305  00 

2S6  00 

10  00 

206  72 

475  02 

675  00 

56  00 

2,013  74 

1,909  59 


Section  No.  17,  6,200  feet  in  length,  commences  in  the  broken  ground  east 
of  Albion  summit,  passes  the  same  and  continues  to  Albion. 
9.20  acres  of  clearing,  at  30  dollars  per  acre     - 
.30  acre   of  grubbing,  at  $125 
21,069  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  16  cents  per  yard     - 

1,000  cubic  yards  sand  stone,  at  SO  cents 
37,498  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  16  cents  per  yard 
Bridge  40  feet  over  branch  of  Still-house  creek,  at 

$2  50 

2  stone  drains,  38  perches,  $3  50  per  perch 
2  road  crossings,  at  30  dollars  -  -  - 

I     148  rods  of  fence,  at  75  cents  - 

10,888  22 


276  00 

37  50 

3,371  04 

800  00 

5,999  6S 

100  00 

133  00 

60  00 

111  00 
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Section  No.  18,  4,100  feet  in  length,  commences  in  the  town  plat  of  Al- 
bion and  extends  in  a  southwesterly  direction  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile,  country  broken  by  small  ridges. 
6.90  acres  clearing,  at  25  dollars  ... 

.50  acre  grubbing,  at  125  dollars 
6,889  cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  15  cents  per  yard     - 
6,172  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  15  cents  per  yard 
6  stone  drains,  59  perches,  at  $3  50 
5  street  and  road  crossings,  at  30  dollars 
148  rods  of  fence,  at  60  cents  ... 


Recapitulation  of  the  cost  of  Roadbed  and  Bridging 

Section  number    1  - 

Section  number    2  - 

Section  number    3  - 

Section  number    4  - 

Section  numoer    5  - 

Section  number    6  - 

Section  number    7  - 

Section  number    8  - 

Section  number    9  - 

Section  number  10  - 

Section  number  11  - 

Section  number  12  - 

Section  number  13  - 

Section  number  14  -  ... 

Section  number  15  - 

Section  number  16  - 

Section  number  17  - 

Section  number  18  - 

Total         ..... 


$172  50 

62  50 

1,033  35 

925  80 

206  50 

150  00 

88  80 

2,639  45 

DGING. 

$2,747  82 

2,949  49 

8,543  32 

5,548  48 

3,028  08 

1,921  17 

1,825  79 

3,542  05 

3,534  66 

2,554  72 

1,780  27 

1,076  74 

2,567  35 

1,716  56 

2,013  74 

1,909  59 

10,888  22 

2,639  45 

$60,788  50 
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Estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  superstructure  of  railway  for  one  mile  of 
single  track. 

1.  11,500  lineal  feet  foundation  sills,  at    4  cents     $460  00 

2.  1,510  cross  sills  25 

3.  30,800  feet  board  measure  rails  $18  per  M. 

4.  3,020  wedges  ...  3  cents 

Value  of  timber  delivered  on  line, 

5.  Mechanical  work  per  mile   -         -        - 
Horse  path 


Iron,  spikes,  &c. 

22i  tons  of  iron  delivered,  $90  per  ton 
Spikes,  lap-plates,  &c. 


Total  cost  of  single  track  per  mile    - 
Add  for  turn-outs,  side-tracks,  crossings,  &c,  per 
mile,  ten  per  cent.  -         .         - 

Total  amount  per  mile 


377  50 

554  40 
90  60 

$1,482  50 

900  00 
200  00 

1,100  00 

2,002  50 
150  00 

2,152  50 

4,735  00 

473  50 

$5,208  50 

Specifications  of  the  manner  of  executing  the  work,  &fc,  on  the  eastern  divi- 
sion of  the  Alton  and  Mt.  Carmel  railroad,  extending  from  Ml.  Carmel  to 
Albion,  which  work  is  advertised  to  be  let  on  the  Sth  day  of  March,  1838,  at 
the  Railroad  office  in  Mt.  Carmel. 

Clearing  and  Grubbing. 

Preparatory  to  commencing  the  graduation  of  the  road,  a  way-spaee, 
extending  fifty  feet  on  each  side  of  the  central  line,  will  be  cleared  off 
and  grubbed  in  the  following  manner,  viz:  In  slight  excavation,  and  also 
where  the  embankment  shall  be  less  than  two  feet  in  height,  the  space  to 
be  occupied  by  them  will  be  neatly  grubbed  of  Ml  trees,  saplings,  bushes, 
stumps,  and  roots;  and  where  the  embankment  shall  be  two  feet  high 
and  upwards,  such  space  will  be  neatly  cleared  by  cutting  off,  com- 
pletely even  with  the  natural  surface  of  the  earth,  all  trees,  saplings, 
bushes,  stumps,  and  other  vegetable  growth  thereon;  and,  in  both  cases, 
the  whole  of  such  space  to  be  occupied  by  the  road-way  will  be  neatly 
cleared  off,  and  all  the  vegetable  and  perishable  substances  removed 
before  commencing  the  embankment  thereon.  The  residue  of  the  space 
of  100  feet  wide,  not  occupied  by  the  road-way,  will  be  cleared  off  by 
felling  all  trees,  saplings,  and  bushes  standing  thereon;  and  the  trunks 
and  large  limbs  of  all  timber  to  be  trimmed  and  left   on  the  ground   for 
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the  use  of  the  State;  and  rolled,  piled,  or  otherwise  disposed  of  on  the 
said  clearing,  so  as  to  admit  of  convenient  passage  of  wagons  along 
both  sides  of  the  railroad;  and  in  such  manner,  also,  as  not  to  obstruct 
any  travelled  road  or  bridge,  or  to  interfere  with  any  side  ditch  or  drain. 
The  brush,  trash,  and  logs  from  such  clearing  are  to  be  burnt  by  the  con- 
tractor. Where  the  line  passes  through  natural  and  newly  cultivated 
prairie,  the  prairie  sod  will  be  excavated  and  removed  from  the  space 
to  be  occupied  by  embankments,  in  all  cases  where  the  height  of  em- 
bankment is  less  than  two  feet. 

Excavations  and  Embankments. 

The  spaces  to  be  occupied  by  the  road-way  having  been  first  cleared 
and  grubbed,  in  the  manner  specified  under  the  head  of  clearing  and 
grubbing,  the  graduation  will  be  made  according  to  the  plans,  profiles 
and  cross  sections  thereof,  exhibited  at  the  lettings,  subject  to  all  changes 
and  alterations  which  may  be  deemed  advisable  by  the  acting  Commis- 
sioner, or  principal  engineer  on  the  work  directing'its  progress. 

The  embankments  will  be  constructed  of  pure  earth,  sand,  gravel,  or 
rock,  and  no  vegetable  or  perishable  substance  will  be  admitted  into 
them.  The  embankments  contiguous  to  excavations  will  be  formed  of 
the  materials  taken  from  such  excavations;  and  if  the  distance  of  convey- 
ing such  materials  does  not  exceed  200  feet,  the  embankment  so  formed 
will  be  considered  as  paid  for  in  the  excavation.  But  in  all  cases  where 
embankments  are  formed  with  materials  taken  from  side  ditches,  or  other 
points  within  the  line  of  road-way;  and  where  the  materials  from  exca- 
vations within  the  line  of  road-way  are  necessarily  removed  a  greater 
listance  than  200  feet,  the  embankment  will  be  paid  for  as  such  Under 
:he  term,  "embankment,"  isincluded  the  filling  in  of  all  bridges  and  other 
ibutments,  and  covering  of  drains;  which  jobs  shall  be  done  at  such  spe- 
cified times  and  in  such  manner  as  the  engineer  or  superintendent  on  the 
york  shall  direct.  Side  ditches  and  side  drains  will  be  cut  at  such  points 
ind  positions,  and  of  such  slopes  and  dimensions,  as  shall  be  directed  by 
he  engineer  in  charge  of  the  work;  and  together  with  the  excavations 
>f  abutments  and  drain-pits,  will  be  paid  for  as  excavation  at  the  contract 
mce,  excepting  where  the  materials  from  such  ditches,  drains,  and  pits, 
ire  needed  to  form  embankments  within  100  feet  from  the  place  of  ex- 
cavating the  same;  in  which  case  this  work  will  be  paid  in  embankment 
>nly. 

Great  care  will  be  required  of  the  contractors  to  make  excava- 
10ns  coincide  as  near  as  may  be  with  the  line  of  grade,  and  in  no  case 
o  fall  below  it;  and  the  embankments  will  be  constructed  of  such  extra 
eight  above  the  line  of  grade  as  the  engineer  may  deem  necessary, 
fom  the  nature  of  the  material,  to  allow  for  shrinkage;  and  such  addi- 
lonal  amount  of  embankment  will  be  paid  for  at  the  contract  jirice. 

Any  deficiency  of  materials  for  embankments,  not  supplied  from  the 
ecessary  side  ditches  and  drains,  and  contiguous  excavations  in  the  line 
f  road-way,  will  be  procured  from  such  convenient  point  in  the  vicinity 
;  the  line  as  the  acting  Commissioner  or  engineer  may  direct.  And  the 
antractor  will  be  required  to  use  special  care  in  removing  the  same,  to 
isfigure  or  injure,  as  little  as  may  be  practicable,  the  lot,  field,  or  piece 
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of  ground  from  which  such  materials  are  removed.  Any  redundance  of 
materials  from  excavation  not  require^  for  embankment  within  200  feet 
from  the  point  of  excavating  it,  or  not  otherwise  used  by  the  contractors 
for  embankment  beyond  200  feet,  shall  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  the 
engineer  may  direct  for  the  widening  of  embankments  within  £00  feet  of 
the  point  of  excavating  such  materials,  or  placing  it  as  a  spoil  within  100 
feet  of  the  line  of  road-way,  in  such  form  and  position  as  will  be  of  as 
little  injury  to  the  work,  or  to  private  property,  as  may  be  practicable; 
but  no  extra  pay  will  be  allowed  for  thus  disposing  of  such  ma- 
terial. Any  rock  suitable  lor  building,  which  may  be  taken  from  the 
excavation,  and  not  needed  on  the  section  for  masonry,  will  be  consid- 
ered as  property  of  the  State. 

Masonry. 

The  abutments  and  piers  of  bridges,  and  the  culverts  and  drains,  will 
be  built  of  stone,  where  procurable  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the 
work;  and  the  bids  on  this  work  will  be  predicated  on  the  stone  being 
procured  within  one  mile.  If  transported  a  greater  distance  than  one 
mile,  the  expense  of  such  extra  transportation  to  be  paid  for  at  the  esti- 
mate of  the  principal  engineer.  The  stone  used  in  the  work  will  be  of 
good  size,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  principal  engineer  on  the  work,  and 
will  be  laid  in  coursed  rubbie-work,  well  bedded,  and  break-joints  with 
preceding  courses.  Mortar  will  be  used  for  the  masonry,  unless  other- 
wise directed  by  the  principal  engineer,  and  will  be  made  of  the  best 
quality  of  unslacked  lime  and  sharp  clean  sand,  to  be  combined  in  such 
proportions  as  the  engineer  or  superintendent  on  the  work  shall  direct. 
Where  suitable  stone  cannot  be  procured,  well  burnt  brick  will  be  sub- 
stituted, if  directed  and  approved  of  by  the  principal  engineer.  The  walls 
will  be  laid  in  the  most  substantial  and  workmanlike  manner,  and  pointed, 
and  such  portions  grouted  as  the  engineers  orsuperintendent  may  direct. 
Nomateiials  will  be  used  on  the  work  until  inspected  and  approved  of 
by  the  principal  engineer,  or  such  other  person  as  he  may  specially  di- 
rect to  inspect  the  same. 

Wooden  Drains. 

The  drawings  of  these  structures,  exhibited  at  the  letting,  will  indicate 
the  principles  which  will  govern  their  construction;  but  they  will  neces- 
sarily vary  in  length  and  size  with  local  circumstances.  They  will  be 
built  with  sound  white-oak,  post-oak,  or  of  timber  of  equal  durability, 
to  be  approved  of  by  the  principal  engineer  on  the  work.  The  propo- 
sals for  the  wooden  drains  will  be  made  by  the  foot,  (timber  measure)  of 
the  timber  used  therein,  and  the  price  to  include  both  timber  and  work- 
manship. 

Viaducts,  Bridges,  and  Truss-work  Bridges. 

All  the  viaducts,  bridges,  and  truss  work  will  be  constructed  in  con- 
formity to  the  plans,  elevations,  and  descriptions  thereof,  exhibited  at  the 
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lettings,  subject,  however,  to  all  changes  and  alterations  therein  which 
the  acting  Commissioner  or  principal  engineer  for  the  time  being  may 
deem  advisable  to  make  subsequent  to  making  the  contract.  All  timber 
and  plank  to  be  used  in  these  structures,  either  for  the  tressle  supports 
or  superstructure,  will  be  of  sound  white-oak,  or  timber  of  equal  strength 
and  durability,  to  be  entirely  free  from  decay,  crack,  wind-shakes,  knots, 
or  other  defects  calculated  to  impair  its  strength  or  durability;  and  in 
conformity  to  a  recent  order  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  must  pass 
the  inspection  of,  and  be  approved  by,  the  principal  engineer  for  the 
time  being,  before  being  used  in  the  work. 

All  timber  designed  for  the  wooden  structure  on  the  line  must  be 
either  sawed  or  smoothly  and  neatly  counter-hewn,  brought  to  fair  an- 
gles, and  free  from  wave  edges,  excepting  the  mud  sills,  or  other  parts 
of  the  work  embeded  in  the  ground.  The  mechanical  work  must  be 
executed  in  a  good  substantial  and  workmanlike  manner;  the  mortices, 
tenons,  shoulders  and  abutments  must  be  dressed  neatly  and  smoothly,  and 
in  such  manner  as  in  every  case  to  give  full,  fair  and  uniform  beari  ngs 
at  all  joinings  in  the  work.  The  tenons,  abutments  and  other  joinings 
of  the  frames  will  be  primed  and  put  together  with  white  lead  ground 
in  oil,  and  such  portions  of  the  bridges  as  are  marked  with  the  letter  P, 
in  the  drawings  thereof,  will  be  primed  and  painted  with  two  good  coats 
of  oil,  and  white  or  read  lead,  at  such  time  after  their  construction  as 
shall  be  directed  by  the  principal  engineer  on  the  work. 

The  iron  to  be  used  in  the  viaducts  and  bridges  will,  in  like  manner, 
be  inspected  and  approved  by  the  principal  engineer;  and  the  contrac- 
tors will  be  required  to  oil  it,  or  take  other  means  to  protect  it  from 
rusting,  before  being  used  in  the  work,  and  upon  using  it  in  the  work, 
to  cause  such  parts  of  it  as  are  exposed  to  the  weather  to  be  painted 
immediately- 

Timber  for  the  Superstructure  op  the  Railway. 

1.  Foundation  sills  and  joining  blocks,  (requiring  11,500  lineal  feet  to 
the  mile.) — These  sills  will  be  of  sound  white-oak,  burr-oak,  post-oak, 
black  walnut,  sassafras,  locust  or  catalpa.  The  stocks  will  not  be  less 
than  nine  inches  diameter  at  the  smallest  end,  and  of  any  length  over 
fourteen  feet.  The  sills  will  be  flattened  by  hewing  them,  on  two  oppo- 
site sides,  to  a  uniform  thickness  from  end  to  end,  having  one  of  the 
faecs  fair  and  smooth;  the  other  may  be  left  in  the  rough,  as  it  is  scored 
off,  but  each  hewn  face  shall  not  be  less  than  six  inches  wide  at  any 
point. 

In  lieu  of  the  above  described  foundation  sills,  sound  white-oak  plank, 
two  and  a  half  inches  thick  and  seven  inches  wide,  may  be  used,  and 
proposals  will  also  be  received  for  such  plank,  requiring  16,500  feet 
board,  or  9,000  feet,  timber  measure,  for  each  mile  of  road. 

2.  Cross  sills,  (requiring  1,510  to  the  mile.) — The  cross  sills  will  be  one 
foot  eight  inches  long,  clear  of  carfs,  and  not  less  than  ten  inches  diame- 
ter at  the  smallest  end.  If  split  out  of  large  trees,  they  will  be  of  a 
size  that  will  square  eight  inches,  and  at  least  six  and  a  half  inches  of 
which  must  be  heart-wood.  In  all  cases  they  will  be  flattened  on  one 
side  to  a  true  face  from  end  to  end,  of  not  less  than  seven  inches  wide  at 
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the  narrowest  place,  and  parallel  with  the  upper  or  opposite  side  of  the 
sill.  These  sills  will  be  of  white,  burr,  or  post-oak,  heart  black-wal- 
nut, sassafras,  locust,  and  catalpa;  or  other  wood  of  equal  strength  and 
durability  which  the  Commissioner  or  principal  engineer  may  accept  of. 
Separate  and  distinct  proposals  will  be  received  for  furnishing  catalpa 
cross  sills,  to  be  delivered  at  the  river  depot  at  Mount  Carmel,  or  at  any 
other  point  or  points  on  the  line. 

3.  Rails,  (requiring  10,560  lineal  feet,  or  30,200  feet  board  measure, 
or  10,560  feet  timber  measure,  for  one  mile.) — These  rails  will  be  of 
sound  white-oak,  burr-oak,  post-oak,  heart  black  walnut,  heart  locust, 
or  such  timber  of  equal  durability  and  strength  as  the  Commissioner  or 
principal  engineer  may  think  advisable  to  accept  of.  The  size  of  the 
rails  if  sawed  will  be  five  inches  by  seven  inches,  or  if  hewn,  five  and  a 
fourth  by  seven  and  a  fourth,  (to  allow  for  counter  hewing,  or  otherwise 
fitting  them  into  the  cross  sills.)  They  must  be  sawn  or  hewn  to  full 
size,  and  with  true  sides  and  full  angles,  entirely  free  from  exterior  sap, 
and  wave  edges,  and  free  from  decay,  knots,  wind-shakes  or  other  de- 
fects calculated  to  impair  their  strength  or  durability.  They  will  be  in 
lengths  of  14,  17  and  a  half,  2l,  24  and  a  half,  or  28  feet,  or  either,  or 
all  of  them,  at  the  option  of  the  contractor.  The  contractors  will  be  ex- 
pected to  keep  the  rails  in  a  position  to  prevent  their  springing  or  warp- 
ing until  inspected  and  received  by  the  engineer. 

4.  Keys  and  wedges,  (requiring  3,020  for  each  mile  of  railway.) — These 
wedges  will  be  made  of  sound  white  or  post-oak,  or  heart  locust  scant- 
ling four  inches  by  four  and  a  half  inches  square.  These  scantlings  will 
be  cut  into  blocks  14  inches  long,  and  each  block  slit  with  a  circular 
saw  to  a  level,  in  conformity  to  models  furnished  the  contractor;  each 
block  making  two  bevelled  wedges. 

5.  Delivery  and  disposition  of  the  timber. — Upon  all  or  any  portion  of 
the  timber  being  delivered  at  the  point  or  points  contracted  for,  the  prin- 
cipal engineer  will  inspect  or  cause  the  same  to  be  inspected;  where- 
upon, the  contractor  will  proceed  forthwith  to  pile  such  parts  of  it  as  has 
been  adjudged  to  be  according  to  contract,  in  such  manner  and  position 
as  the  engineer  or  other  inspecting  officer  shall  direct,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve the  same  frojn  loss  and  injury  by  decay,  warping  or  otherwise. 

General  Specifications. 

The  contractors  will  be  required  to  furnish  all  materials  at  their  own 
expense,  which  in  all  cases  will  be  subject  to  inspection  by  the  principal 
engineer  before  being  used  in  the  work. 

The  contractors  will  not  obstruct  any  highway,  travelled  road,  or 
bridge,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  work  during  the  progress  thereof;  and  in 
case  when  the  line  of  railroad  crossing  or  otherwise  interferes  with  any 
such  highway,  road  or  bridge,  the  contractor  will  keep  the  same  open, 
and  in  its  ordinary  repair,  until  the  regular  and  permanent  crossing  for 
the  same,  over  the  railroad,  shall  be  completed. 

The  contractors  will  be  required  to  execute  all  the  work  in  a  perfect, 
correct,  substantial  and  workmanlike  manner,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commissioners,  engineers,  and  in  strict  conformity  to  the  stakes,  or  other 
marks  which  shall    from  time  to  time  be  set  or  made  to  designate  the 


179 

ground,  plans,  slopes^  profiles,  and  elevations  of  the  line,  and  of  the 
structures  thereon;  and  for  that  purpose  will  be  expected  to  take  all  pos- 
sible care  to  preserve  and  perpetuate  such  stakes  and  marks  during  the 
progress  of  the  work. 

The  acting  Commissioner  reserves  to  himself  and  his  successors  in 
office,  the  right  and  privilege  to  make  any  change  and  alterations  in  the 
work  and  manner  of  executing  the  same,  which,  in  the  progress  thereof, 
may  be  deemed  advisable.  Any  increase  or  diminution  in  the  amount 
of  work,  of  the  same  description  as  named  in  the  contract,  which  may 
be  caused  by  such  change,  will  be  paid  or  deducted  for  at  the  rate  of  the 
contract  price. 

If  any  items  of  new  work,  not  named  in  the  contract,  should  be  re- 
quired by  such  change,  or  if  any  increase  or  diminution  of  the  relative 
value  of  the  work  contracted  for  should  be  so  caused,  then  in  those  cases 
the  work  will  be  paid  for  at  the  estimate  of  the  principal  engineer  for 
the  time  being,  whose  decision  therein  shall  be  final  and  conclusive. 

Contractors  will  execute  any  items  of  new  work  occurring  on  their 
jobs,  which  may  be  deemed  necessary  by  the  Commissioner  or  principal 
engineer,  and  which  may  not  be  mentioned  or  contemplated  in  their 
contracts,  if  thereunto  requested  by  the  acting  Commissioner  or  princi- 
pal engineer,  and  will  be  paid  therefor  at  the  estimate  of  the  principal 
engineer  for  the  time  being. 

Where  two  or  more  contractors  are  concerned  in  a  job,  and  enter  into 
joint  contract  to  execute  it,  they  will  be  considered  a  firm  in  law,  and 
the  act  of  one  of  the  partners,  in  the  transaction  of  any  business  in  rela- 
tion to  the  contract,  will  be  considered  as  binding  on  the  whole. 

All  contracts  will  be  required  to  be  executed  and  fulfilled  by  and  un- 
der the  immediate  personal  superintendence  of  the  contractors,  and  not 
by  sub-contractors.  Every  description  of  work  and  all  materials  will 
remain  at  the  risk  of  the  contractors  until  the  work  or  structures  are  ful- 
ly completed  and  received  by  the  acting  Commissioner. 

Estimates  of  the  amount  and  relative  value  of  the  work  actually  done 
by  the  contractors  on  their  respective  jobs,  will  be  made  at  stated  peri- 
ods during  the  progress  thereof,  not  exceeding  two  months  asunder ; 
and  not  less  than  sixty-seven,  nor  more  than  eighty-five  per  centum  of 
the  amount  of  the  estimate  will  be  paid  to  the  contractors;  and  the  resi- 
due will  be  retained  until  the  final  completion  of  the  job,  as  a  secu- 
rity to  the  State  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the  contracts.  All  pay- 
ments will  be  made  in  notes  of  the  State  Bank  of  Illinois  or  branches,  or 
of  the  Bank  of  Illinois  or  branches,  or  in  such  other  funds  as  the  Fund 
Commissioners  of  the  State  of  Illinois  shall  furnish  the  acting  Commis- 
sioner for  the  purpose  of  making  such  payments. 

EDWARD  SMITH, 

Principal  Engineer,  && 

Railroad  Office, 

Mount  Carmel,  Illinois,  March  8,  1838. 
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A  S  YNOPSIS  of  the  probable  amount  of  work  on  the  respecti 
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say  1,000  yards. 

9,239 

5 

4.600 

7.80 

1.10 

- 

8,56 

. 

5,208 

6 

4^300 

8.25 

.75 

.30 

1,390 

- 

4,544 

7 

5,300 

11.50 

1.10 

.20 

1,392 

. 

6,373 

8 

6,000 

2.30 

.30 

- 

5,225 

- 

14,215 

9 

4,600 

10.50 

.70 

- 

7,198 

- 

12,811 

10 

5,400 

12.50 

.80 

- 

4,710 

- 

8,327 

11 

5,200 

12.50 

.60 

2,949 

% 

4,713 

12 

5,300 

5.75 

.30 

1.00 

3,564 
993 

13 

5,300 

9.20 

1.30 

_ 

1,358 

_ 

14 

5,300 

2.50 

.30 

. 

_ 

. 

7,697 

2,639 

6,089 

37,498 

15 

5,700 

12.20 

2.20 

.50 

1,292 

_ 

16 

5,300 

1.80 

.30 

. 

3,839 

. 

17 

6,200 

9.20 

.30 

- 

21,069 

Stratified  sand-stone  rock 

may  be  encountered  in  the 

deep   cut   on   this  section, 

say  1,000  yards. 

18 

4,100 

6.90 

.50 

- 

6,889 

- 

6,172 

Note— In  reference  to  sections  No.  3,  4  and  17,  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  and  short- 
ness of  the  time  allowed  for  preparing  the  line  of  contract,  have  operated  to  defer  examin- 
ations on  those  sections,  which  otherwise  would  have  been  made,  and  the  results  exhibited 
at  the  lettings,  The  occurring  of  rock  cutting  on  these  sections  is  only  supposed  from 
indications  on  the  surface ;  and  the  quantity  affixed  to  the  respective  sections  is  assumed 
for  the  purpose  of  calculating  the  proposals  therefor.  ' 
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sections  of  the  Eastern  Division  of  the  Alton  and  Mi.  Carmel  railroad. 

Bridges  and 

Stone 

Brick 

Wooden 

truss-work. 

drains. 

drains. 

drains. 
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6 

Fee 
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. 

T 

2 

30 

. 

a  200 

. 

. 

1 

19 

1 

400 

] 

50 

It  is  expected  that  the  line  on  this  sec- 
tion will  undergo  some  revision,  which 
may  reduce  the  amount  of  work,  but  the 
character  of  work  will  remain  the  same  as 
now  exhibited. 

• 

" 

■ 

" 

1 

50 

1 

810 

A  revision  of  a  part  of  this  section  may 
be  made,  which  may  lessen  the  amount 
of  the  work,  but  not  the  character.  ,, 

. 

6  200 

i 

18 

- 

. 

1 

510 

_ 

c200 

. 

. 

- 

. 

1 

420 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

] 

300 

_ 

. 

. 

. 

- 

. 

2 

1,200 

. 

. 

_ 

. 

- 

_ 

1 

690 

. 

_ 

_ 

. 

- 

. 

2 

1,100 

- 

<Z50 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

910 

The  embankment  on  this  section  will 
probably  be  increased  in  height,  (say 
over  2  feet,)  with  a  view  to  dispense  with 

* 

grubbing  and  to  increase  the  capacity  of 
the  side  ditches. 

_ 

elOO 

. 

. 

- 

. 

2 

- 

The  note  on  section  11  is  applicable  to 

/120 

5-140 

o 

20 

- 

- 

1 

510 

a  part  of  section  12. 

. 

A  300 

1 

16 

_ 

. 

3 

30 

_ 

i40 

2 

38 

. 

1 

. 

. 

It  is  expected  that  a  change  will  be 
made  in  the  location  of  this  section  that 

will  equalize   the   cuttings  and  fillings; 

perhaps  reduce   the  quantity   of  the  ag- 

gregate  amount   of  both — the    character 

of  the  work  remaining  nearly  as   now 

exhibited. 

6 

59 

A  revision  of  the  line  on  this  section 
may  be  made ;  but  it  will  not  materially 
affect  either  the  amount  or  character  of 
the  work  as  now  exhibited. 

Note— On  sections  where  revision  of  the  line  is  contemplated,  this  work  will  be  per- 
formed at  as  early  a  day,  and  with  as  little  delay  to  the  contractors,  as  possible. 

On  so  much  of  any  section  as  runs  through  cultivated  land,  the  fences  on  both  sides  of 
the  road-way  will  be  put  up,  either  by  the  contractor,  under  the  direction  and  at  the 
estimate  of  the  principal  engineer,  or  by  the  owner  of  the  land,  previous  to  commencing 
the  graduation  of  the  road  in  such  field. 


a  Over  Great-house  creek — about  14  feet  elevation,  b  Over  slough — about  6  feet  elevation. 
c  Over  Coffee  creek — about  7  feet  elevation,  d  Over  bottom  land,  e  Ovei-rC'rackle's  creek. 
/In  3  spans,  g  For  double  track — see  drawings,  hln  different  locations.^  Over  branch  of 
Still-house  creek. 
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SYNOPSIS  of  work  under  contract  in  the  Eastern  Engineering  District,  with 
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Central  Branch  Railroad. 

Division  No.  1. 

David  Scott  &.  Co. 

1  4,500 

_ 

- 

- 

369 

369 

- 

S.  &  G.  Ewing 

2  5,200 

221 

- 

221 

167 

167 

- 

Paddock,  Jackson  &  Lee 

3  4,200 

David  Scott  &  Co., 

4  5,600 

394 

- 

394 

50 

50 

- 

Same        - 

5  4,400 

2,016 

1,487 

529 

- 

- 

- 

Same        - 

G  5,600 

707 

426 

281 

166 

166 

. 

Same        - 

7  4,400 

2,004 

1,209 

795 

405 

- 

405 

Same        - 

8  5,600 

568 

309 

259 

133 

133 

. 

J.  Ryan,  &  Gushing  &  Blake  - 

9  5,400 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

M'Reynolds  &  Co.,  &  Cushing  & 

Blake           -            -            -    1 

0  5,600 

5,082 

4,582 

500 

8,505 

7,142 

1,363 

Stark  &  How,  &  J.  L.  Burleigh    : 

1  5,600 

21,278 

18,917 

2,361 

1,932 

1,932 

- 

John  Donegan               -            -   1 

2  6,000 

M'Reynolds  &  Co.         -            -   1 

3  6,400 

1,381 

1,200 

1S1 

- 

- 

- 

Same        -            -            -  J 

4  5,200 

J.  W.  Brown      -            -            -   ] 

5  6,000 

2,692 

1,414 

1,278 

- 

- 

. 

Same        -            -            -    1 

6  5,200 

2,794 

1,839 

955 

1,991 

1,991 

- 

Hendrickson  &.  M'Farland        -    ] 

7  5,600 

Same        -            -            -    1 

8  4,600 

Cary,  Sandford  &  Wampler      -   * 

S.  &  G.  Ewing               -            -   j 

Division  JVo.  2. 

Cushing  &  Blake            -            -    3 

2  6,800 

122,232 

1,065 

121,167 

3,500 

- 

- 

Johnson,  Shepherd   &  Co.        -    S 

3  5,800 

38,911 

5,308 

33,603 

_ 

- 

- 

Northern  Cross  Railroad. 

Division  JVo.  2. 

Stoughton  &  Patton,    Breed  & 

Livingston,  &  T.  H.  Cushing     1 

1  7,250 

75,100 

17,000 

58,100 

9,000 

3,000 

6,000 

Stoughton  &  Patton      -            -   1 

2  5,000 

- 

- 

- 

1,000 

- 

1,000 

Morgan  L.  Payne          -            -    1 

3  5,400 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

M'Kibben,Cassaday  &  Co.        -    1 

4  6,150 

Same        -            -            -    1 

5  6,090 

Same        -            -            -    1 

6  7.257 

400 

400 

_ 

200 

- 

200 

Same        -            -            -    1 

7  4,810 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

Same        -            -            -    1 

3  6,000 

1,200 

1,200 

- 

_ 

- 

_ 

Same    ,    -            -            -    1 

3  6,000 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

Same        -            -           -   2 

3  6,000 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

Same        -           -            -   2 

1  6,000 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

Same        -            -           -   2 

2  6,000 

10,000 

4,500 

5,500 

1,500 

1,000 

500 

Same        -            -            -   2 

3  5,600 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

. 

Same        -            -            -   2 

1  5,300 

2,810 

1,200 

1,600 

400 

- 

400 

Same        -            -            -    2 

5  5,300 

932 

932 

_ 

. 

_ 

Same        -            -            -    2 

6  5,800 

3,080 

- 

3,080 

1,000 

- 

1,000 

Same        -            -            -    t 

^Superstructure  lineal  feet  of  stringers  contracted  for       -190,000     Mud-sills    210,000 
"  do.  do.  already  delivered      29,990    delivered      30,222 


160,010 


179,778 


Remaining  to  be  done         - 

t Timber  for  superstructure,  string  pieces  delivered,  7,796  lineal  feet.  Mud-sills  6,142  1.  ft. 
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an  abstract   of  expenditures  upon   the  same,   up  to  December  15,  1838. 
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14,856 

3,900 

10,956 

240 

150 

90 

1,411 

1,411 

9,507 

4,692 

4,815 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

1,519 

1,519 

4,314 

2,219 

2,095 

. 

.  ' 

_ 

- 

. 

. 

1 

. 

1,547 

1,547 : 

3,670 

2,785 

885 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1,295 

1,295 

5,210 

5,034 

176 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1,646 

1,646 

8,088 

7,107 

981 

- 

- 

- 

200 

75 

125 

1 

- 

1,295 

1,295 

7,041 

6,435 

606 

- 

- 

- 

120 

120 

planking 

1 

- 

1,646 

1,646 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

500 

200 

300 

5,333 

3,646 

1,687 

_ 

_ 

_ 

800 

300 

500 

1 

] 

. 

1,501 

1,501 

4,851 

3,381 

1,470 

- 

- 

- 

425 

425 

blanking 

4 

4 

- 

1,276 

1,276 

€,119 

6,894 

1,225 

- 

" 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

7,789 

3,353 

4,436 

. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

3 

3 

. 

309 

309 

5,982 

2,102 

3,880 

4 

4 

1,764 

45,248 

* 

45,248 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

■ 

1,588 

1,000 

- 

- 

- 

6,216 

1,993 

4,223 

400 

70 

330 

- 

- 

- 

1,485 

1,485 

800 

- 

800 

12,236 

10,200 

2,036 

134 

134 

. 

. 

2 

■2 

600 

- 

600 

- 

_t 

- 

- 

- 

. 

1 

. 

1 

5,648 

1,500 

4.148 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

2 

1 

600 

: 

600 

- 

- 

: 

- 

- 

- 

2 
2 

- 

2 
2 

. 

. 

. 

285 

95 

190 

. 

. 

_ 

1 

_ 

1 

1,500 

_ 

1,500 

- 

. 

- 

. 

- 

_ 

3 

. 

3 

5,008 

2,000 

3,008 

160 

60 

100 

- 

- 

- 

2 

. 

2 

5,009 

2,400 

2,609 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

3 

3,595 

600 

2,995 

180 

150 

30 

2 

1 

1" 

2 

^Sleepers  to  be  delivered       18,000 
Delivered   -  -  1,360 

Remaining        -  -        16.640 
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SYNOPSIS  of  work  under  contract  in  the 


Names  of  the  contractors. 


Central  Branch  Railroad. 
Division  No.  1. 
David  Scott  &  Co. 
S.  &  G  Ewing 
Paddock, Jackson  &  Lee 
David  Scott  &  Co. 
Same 


Same        - 

Same        - 
J.  Ryan,  &  Cushing  &  Blake    - 
M'Reynolds  &  Co.,  &  Cushing  & 
Blake  -  .       °    . 

Stark  &  How,  &  J.  L.  Burleigh 
John  Donegan    - 
M'Reynolds  &  Co. 

Same        - 
J.  W.  Brown      - 

Same        - 
Hendrickson  &  M'Farland 

Same        - 
Cary,  Sandford  &  Wampler      - 
S.  &  G.  Ewing 

Division  No.  2. 
Cushing  &  Blake 
Johnson,  Shepherd  &  Co. 
Northern  Cross   Railroad. 
Division  No.  2. 
Stonghton   &   Patton,    Breed  & 
Livingston,  &  T.  H.  Cushing 
Stoughton  &  Patton 
Morgan  L.  Payne 
M'Kibben,  Cassaday  Sc  Co. 

Same        - 

Same        - 


Same 
Same 
Same 
Siime 
Same 


Same 
Same 
Same 
Same 


1,764 

588 


$300 

'  50 
200 
200 
200 
200 
75 
100 

150 

*150 

150 
100 
100 


8,900 


70 
50 
125 
100 
100 
100 
150 
125 
150 
100 
200 


$200 


40 


3,863 


$100 

'50 
200 
200 
200 
200 
35 
92 

150 

150 

'60 
67 
79 


5,037 


70 
50 
125 
100 
100 
100 
150 
125 
150 
100 
200 


185 


Eastern  Engineering  District — Continued. 
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$998  09 

$5,061  91 

$5,713  61 

435  05 

2,456  28 

2,378  80 

450  73 

2,578  93 
1,814  23 
1,977  35 
2,095  38 
4,941  87 

2,868  60 
2,168  42 
2,661  58 
2,323  24 
6,599  71 

Finished  except  dressing. 

1,710  96 

3,125  41 

3,192  76 

583  86 

7,620  41 

7,262  35 

Finished  except  bridging. 

889  45 

12,816  92 

12,523  10 

940  56 

9,084  64 

7,398  37 

181  21 

1,227  41 
1,396  67 

944  55 
1,448  60 

Finished  except  dressing. 

393  43 

1,577  00 
1,860  77 

1,167  66 
1,815  04 

Finished  except  dressing. 

282  30 

2,068  65 

3,219  56 

The  approximate  grade  was  much  changed 
Finished  and  accepted.                       [finite 

an  the  de- 

ocation. 

3,748  85 

3,606  53 

Finished  and  accepted. 

340  33 

14,968  00 

30  93 

2,025  00 

44  73 

87,475  16 

Masonry  and  bridging  not  contracted  for. 

199  24 

22,270  84 

6,324  54 

91,686  00 

93,778  54 

Finished  except  1  stone  culvert  and  dressin 

216  72 

2,093  73 

3,548  07 

Finished  except  dressing,  &c. 
Finished  except  dressing,  &c. 
Finished  except  dressing,  &c. 

Finished  except  dressing,  &c. 

Finished  except  dressing,  &c. 
Finished  except  dressing,  &c. 
Finished  except  dressing,  &c. 

Finished  except  dressing,  &c. 

1,974  35 

22,080  07 

20,801  64 

Contract  now  abandoned. 
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Report  of  C.  L.  Seymour,  Assistant  Engineer. 

Railroad  Office, 
Mount   Vernon.   October  15,  1S38. 
To  Edward  Smith,  Esq. 

Principal  Engineer  of  the  Southern  Cross  Railroad,  &c. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  your  letter  of  instructions,  dated  August  13, 
I  proceeded  on  to  Albion  with  the  party  and  commenced  running  the 
line  west  towards  Fairfield.  It  was  the  intention  to  find,  it  possible,  a 
nearer  route  to  Fairfield  than  was  made  by  the  former  survey,  by  curving 
to  the  north  and  following  up  the  valley  of  Woodland  creek,  and  cross 
the  ridge  on  the  west  side  of  this  valley,  and  to  pass  near  the  mouth  of 
White-oak  branch  in  the  direction  of  Fairfield ;  and  with  this  view  I 
commenced  at  the  west  end  of  section  number  18,  near  Albion,  and  ran 
the  west  as  far  as  Woodland  creek;  thence,  curving  to  the  north  and 
following  up  the  same,  a  distance  of  about  three  miles,  before  I  could  find 
a  suitable  place  for  crossing  the  ridge.  The  valley  of  Woodland  creek 
lies  about  five  degrees  east  of  north,  thus  throwing  the  line  off  in  a  north- 
easterly direction,  instead  of  west,  which  direction  the  line  should  take. 
From  this  point  to  the  mouth  of  the  White-oak  branch,  which  place  you 
mention  in  your  letter  of  instructions,  the  line  assumes  a  southwest- 
wardly  direction  for  a  distance  of  about  seven  or  eight  miles,  thus  mak- 
ing the  distance  greater  than  by  the  old  survey. 

Having  ascertained  this  fact,  I  returned  tc  the  starting  point  and  con- 
tinued the  tangent  on  the  west  end  of  section  number  18,  and  ran  south 
67  degrees  west,  to  near  Sidney  Springs;  thence  curving  to  the  north, 
and  passing  near  William  Wood's  house;  thence  curving  to  the  west  until 
we  obtain  north  81°  west.  On  this  course  the  line  extends  to  Fairfield, 
a  distance  of  about  twelve  miles,  on  one  straight  line,  but  owing  to  the 
rough  and  broken  country  on  the  west  side  of  the  Little  Wabash  river, 
I  returned  to  near  Wm.  Wood's,  and  ran  the  line  north  88  degrees  west, 
until  we  reached  the  White-oak  branch;  thence  curving  to  due  west, 
and  ran  the  line  on  as  far  as  David  King's  farm,  and  adopted  this  as  the 
most  feasible  route;  and  as  the  time  was  near  when  the  party  were  to  be 
at  Carlyle,  I  sent  them  on  agreeable  to  your  instructions. 

Since  the  return  of  the  party  from  the  Kaskaskia  river,  at  Carlyle,  I 
have  revised  the  line  from  Albion  west,  as  far  as  "William  Wood's  place 
of  residence,  by  curving  to  the  south,  at  the  end  of  the  18th  section,  3 
degrees,  and  running  south  63  degrees  west,  to  near  Sidney  Springs; 
which  line  runs  upon  level  ground  the  greater  part  of  the  distance,  and 
close  along  the  edge  of  the  broken  ground,  and  making  a  tangent  of 
about  six  miles  in  length;  thence  curving  to  the  north  upon  a  radius  of 
1,432  feet,  and  joining  the  former  line.  I  have  also  meandered  the  Little 
Wabash  river,  near  the  mouth  of  the  "White-oak  branch,  for  a  distance 
of  about  one  mile  and  a  half,  and  find  that  the  line  could  be  changed  to 
advantage  by  curving  one  degree  more  south,  near  Wm.  Wood's,  which 
would  extend  the  tangent  to  beyond  or  west  of  David  King's  place  of 
residence;  thus  superseding  the  necessity  of  a  curve1  at  the  mouth  of 
White-oak  branch,  and  also  lessen  the  amount  of  embankment  on  section 
27.  This  alteration  I  should  have  made,  had  the  time  before  the  letting 
been  sufficient  to  have  allowed  me  to  do  so. 
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The  mop,  profile,  and  plans  of  bridges,  together  with  an  estimate  of 
cost  for  grading  sections  numbered  25,  26,  and  27,  are  herewith  submit- 
ted for  your  inspection   by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  SEYMOUR. 


Estimate  of  cost  for  grading  Sections  No.  25,  26,  and  27,  upon  the  Eastern 
Division  of  the  Southern  Cross  Railroad,  extending  from  Alton  to  Mount 
Carmel, 

Section  No.  25. 

11.50  acres  of  clearing,  at  $30  per  acre     -                     -  $345  00 

3.75  acres  of  grubbing,  at  $125  per  acre                       -  468  75 

14,644        cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  20  cents  per  yard  2,928  80 

200        feet  of  truss  bridging,  at  $5  per  foot  run               -  1 ,000  00 

Total       .....  4^742  55 

Section  No.  26. 

12.63  acres  of  clearing,  at  $30  per  acre    >                     -  $378  90 

4.13  acres  of  grubbing,  at  $125  per  acre                       -  516  25 

24,015        cubic  yards  of  excavation,  at  15  cents  per  yard  3,602  10 

9,399        cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  20  cents  per  yard  1,879  80 

200       feet  of  truss  bridging,  at  $5  per  foot  run               -  1,000  00 

Total       .....  7,377~05 

Section  No.  27. 

12.63  acres  of  clearing,  at  $30  per  acre       -                     -  $378  90 

4.13  acres  of  grubbing,  at  $125  per  acre                       -  5l6  75 

52,925        cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  20  cents  per  yard  10,585  00 
1,166        cubic  yards   of  masonry  for  bridge  abutments,  at 

$6  per  yard            -                     -                     -  6,696  00 
100        feet  of  bridging  over  White-oak  branch,  at  $10 

per  foot  run  of  the  bridge  way                       -  1,000  00 

100        feet  of  truss  bridging,  at  $5  per  foot  run               -  500  00 

Total       -                    -                    -                    -                    -  19,676  65 

Summary. 

Section  No.  25          -                    -                    -                     -  $4,742  55 

Section  No.  26                              .                    -  7,377  05 

Section  No.  27                              -                    -                    .  19,676  65 


Total  of  the   three  sections  -  -  -    31,796  15 

Note. — The  report  of  J.  W.  Hoyt,  Engineer  of  the  Eastern  Engineering  District,  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Fourth  Judicial  Circuit,  will  be  found  near  the  close  of  the  volume; 
also  the  report  of  D.  Burr,  Principal  Engineer  of  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  on 
the  improvement  of  the  Wabash  river. 
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EXHIBIT  No.  V. 


REPORT  OF  JOEL  WRIGHT, 

WITH  ACCOMPANYING  DOCUMENTS. 


Vandalia,  Dec.  13,  1838. 
To  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
The  undersigned,  Commissioner  of  the  fifth  judicial  circuit,  has  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report. 

Since  that  part  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  lying  in  this  circuit  was 
placed  under  the  superintendence  and  control  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
first  circuit,  the  onlv  work  remaining  in  the  charge  of  the  undersigned,  is 
the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  railroad.  The  report  of  H.  P.  Woodworth,  chief 
engineer,  with  the  schedules,  numbers  1  and  2,  thereto  annexed,  which 
are  herewith  submitted,  will  show  the  operations  on  this  road  since  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  the  state  of  the  work  under  contract  on 
the  eastern  division  of  the  same  on  the  first,  and  on  the  western  division, 
on  the  15th  day  of  November  last.  Since  those  dates  there  has  been  paid, 
for  the  legal  per  centage  on  work  done  on  the  first  named  division,  the 
sum  of  $4,095  61. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  by  the  un- 
dersigned, since  his  last  semi-annual  report. 

Balance  on  hand  as  reported  ...  $5,041  49 

Amount  drawn  for  the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  railroad  -  65,271  43 

Amount  drawn  for  the  general  fund  -  -  1,950  00 

Amount  of  contract  drafts     -  -  -     '  6,699  74 

Property  sold  -  -  -  -  -  5  00 


Expended  on  the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  railroad  $50,188  03 
Same  (charged  to  general  fund)  -  -      8,212  26 

Same,  contract  drafts  -  -  -      6,699  74 


$78,967  66 


L65,100  03 

Amount  for  Northern  Cross  railroad  charged 

to  general  fund    -  -  -  731  52 

Balance,  being  cash  on  hand  -  -     13,136  11 

78,967  66 
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The  whole  amount  received  by  the  undersigned  since   the  commence- 
ment of  the  public  works  is  as  follows: 

Amount  drawn  for  Peoria  and  Warsaw  railroad  -         $74,271  43 

Amount  of  contract  drafts  for  same     -  6,699  74 

Amount  of  property  sold         -             -  ■          -  -                103  25 

Amount  drawn  for  Northern  Cross  railroad     -  -             7,000  00 

Amount  of  general  fund          .             .             -  4,950  00 

$93,024  42 
The  amount  expended  is — 

On  the  Peoria  and  Warsaw  railr'd  $65,390  78 
Same  (charged  to  general  fund)         -  9,S34  79 


75,225  57 


Northern  Cross  railroad       -  -  1,822  96 

Same  (charged  to  general  fund)         -  2,839  78 


4,662  74 


Balance,  being  cash  on  hand  -  -       13,136  11 

$93,024  42 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


J.  WRIGHT,  Com'r,  Sfc. 


Report  of  H.  P.   Woodivorth. 

Rail  Road  Office, 

La  Salle  county,  Nov.  27, 1838. 
To  the  Commissioners  of  the 

Northern  Engineering  District  of  Illinois. 

Gentlemen  :  In  accordance  with  practice  and  precedent,  and  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duty  as  your  chief  engineer,  1  have  the  honor  of  laying 
before  you,  with  other  accompanying  documents,  the  following  brief 
report. 

You  are  well  aware  of  the  peculiar  state  of  things  relating  to  the  duties 
of  chief  engineer  in  this  district,  when  I  first  entered  upon  those  duties — 
roads  located,  and  works  at  various  points  put  under  contract,  without 
the  supervision  or  even  direction  of  a  general  superintending  head — assist- 
ant engineers  tenacious  of  their  location,  plans  of  work,  and  schemes  of 
operation,  and  naturally  and  jusUy  jealous  of  innovations  upon  the  same — 
contractors  ready  to  exclaim  against  any  change  in  grade  direction,  or 
kind  of  work — and  what  promises  to  be  still  more  annoying,  envious  and 
jealous  and  disappointed  persons  were  known  to  stand  ready  to  seize  upon 
every  thing  not  strictly  in  accordance  with  their  bigoted  and  limited  no- 
tions upon  what  might  perhaps  be  beyond  the  comprehension  of  their 
shallow  understandings,  upon  which  to  base  arguments  to  prejudice  the 
public  mind  against  individuals  in  particular,  and  the  system  of  internal 
improvement  in  general.  I  have,  however,  endeavored  to  conduct  the 
public  works  under  my  charge,  without  allowing  the  above  considerations 
to  influence  me  at  all  to  the  prejudice  of  public  interest. 

On  entering  upon  my  duties  as  your  chief  engineer,  my  first  care  was 
to  make  myself  fully  and  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  nature,  situa 
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tion  and  progress  of  every  work  of  improvement  in  this  district,  by  my 
own  personal  examinations;  and,  also,  thoroughly  to  inform  myself  With 
the  plans  and  views  of  my  assistants  in  relation  to  them.  The'  results  of 
my  investigations  were  very  satisfactory.  Every  thing  seems  to  have  been 
conducted  with  accuracy  and  judgment,  and  in  no  instance  should  I  have 
differed  essentially  in  the  locations,  plans  of  work,  &c.  from  the  gentle- 
men engineers  who  had  conducted  the  work  thus  far;  and  I  am 'happy,  at 
this  time,  to  bear  witness  to  their  individual  skill  and  the  untiring  zeal 
which  has  been  manifested  by  them  in  conducting  the  different  works 
over  which  they  have  the  more  immediate  superintendence.  Of  those 
works  I  will  speak  in  detail. 

Peoria  and  Warsaw  Railroad. 

The  twelve  miles  of  this  work,  which  is  under  contract  from  Peoria 
out,  bids  fair  for  completion  within  the  specified  time.  No  unexpected 
difficulties  have  been  encountered,  and  the  work  for  the  most  part  has 
gone  on  smoothly.  Some  slight  changes  in  grade  and  direction  have  been 
found  necessary,  but  in  no  instance,  it  is  believed,  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
construction.  Rock  has  in  some  instances  been  found  where  earth  only 
was  expected,  which  of  course  increases  the  expense  of  excavation.  The 
accompanying  schedule  (number  1,)  will  exhibit  to  you  the  amount,  kind 
and  cost  of  work  done,  and  also  to  be  done  on  this  portion  of  the  road. 
On  the  twelve  miles  from  Warsaw  less  has  been  accomplished,  notwith- 
standing every  exertion  has  been  made  to  forward  the  work.  It  is  believ- 
ed, however,  that  the  contract  may  be  fulfilled  in  due  season. 

Schedule  number  2  exhibits  the  state  of  this  portion  of  the  road . 

Central  Railroad. 

That  portion  of  this  road  extending  twenty  miles  from  Galena  was 
put  under  contract  in  May  last.  Contractors  immediately  commenced 
their  operations  with  demonstrations  at  least  of  conducting  their  respec- 
tive jobs  with  much  energy  and  honesty.  Unfortunately  it  has  turned 
out  otherwise.  Contractors  absconded,  jobs  were  abandoned,  and  not- 
withstanding the  greatest  exertions  of  the  resident  engineer,  much  con- 
fusion and  delay  ensued.  Other  causes  also  had  their  influences  to  per- 
plex and  retard  the  progress  of  this  work;  among  which  it  is  sufficient  to 
mention  the  protracted  and  painful  illness  of  our  late  and  much  lamented 
Commissioner,  Col.  Stephenson — the  unusual  sickness  of  the  season,  and 
the  difficulty  experienced  in  procuring  laborers  during  the  mining  season. 
Things,  however,  are  fast  assuming  a  new  and  settled  state,  and  with  the 
exception  of  Doct.  Power's  contract,  (which  I  think  ere  long  must  suffer 
a  change)  there  is  a  fair  prospect  that  the  work  will  be  conducted  as  it 
should  be,  and  that  the  final  completion  will  not  be  prolonged  beyond  the 
specific  time.  For  further  particular  information,  I  refer  you  to  schedule 
number  3. 

In  the  month  of  June,  twenty-two  miles  of  this  road,  on  the  Illinois 
river,  was  put  under  contract.  Fortuuately  this  work  fell  into  good  hands, 
and  has  so  far  been  conducted  under  fortunate  circumstances^  and  conse- 
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quently  has  rapidly  progressed  towards  completion.  No  difficulties  have 
as  yet  been  encountered,  and  there  appears  to  be  made  every  necessary 
arrangement,  by  the  contractors,  for  pressing  forward  with  their  heavy 
jobs  during  the  ensuing  winter;  and  there  appears  nothing  at  present  to 
prevent  the  prompt  fulfilment  of  all  the  contracts.  See  accompanying 
schedule  number  4 

Rock  River  Improvements. 

The  improvements  of  the  Lower  rapids  were  put  under  contract  in 
May.  Able  and  experienced  contractors  are  conducting  that  work.  The 
stage  of  water  has  been  very  favorable  so  far,  and  as  much  has  been  ac- 
complished as  could  have  been  expected.  Some  deviation  from  the  origin- 
al plan  of  work  will  be  found  necessary,  on  account  of  not  being  able  to 
procure  the  stone  as  first  contemplated.  The  cost  of  the  work  will  not  he 
materially  altered  by  the  proposed  change,  and  it  is  believed  the  work 
will  be  completed  at  an  early  period  and  in  the  best  possible  manner. 
See  schedule  number  4. 

On  the  whole  I  believe  there  has  been  as  much  accomplished  on  the 
public  works  as  could  have  been  reasonably  expected,  and  I  am  confident 
in  saying  that  the  same  quantity  of  work  similarly  situated  has  never  been 
conducted  with  more  enterprise  and  a  fairer  promise  of  speedy  comple- 
tion. It  is  also  worthy  of  remark  that  nearly  all  the  heavy  and  difficult 
and  expensive  work  is  embraced  in  the  present  contracts,  and  that  which 
remains  is  principally  light  grading,  upon  smooth  open  prairie,  which 
probably  will  not  cost,  on  an  average,  over  $1,000  per  mile. 

Engineering  and  Field  Operation. 

Having  two  often  experienced  the  evils  of  hurried  locations,  and  of 
preparing  work  for  contract  on  short  notice,  I  have  caused  as  much  of 
our  railroad  lines  to  be  located  as  seemed  consistent  with  economy  and 
the  strength  of  our  engineering  parties.  On  the  eastern  division  of  the 
Peoria  and  Warsaw  road,  twenty  miles  have  been  located,  extending 
from  the  work  under  contract  to  Canton,  and  on  the  western  divisions  ten 
miles  extending  to  Carthage.  The  company  that  made  these  locations 
have  been  engaged  in  making  examinations  and  surveys  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  route  between  Carthage  and  Macomb.  The  results  of  those 
operations  will  be  reported  to  the  acting  Commissioner  as  soon  as  they  can 
be  made  out. 

All  that  portion  ofthe  Central  railroad  lyingin  the  seventh  circuit  has  been 
located,  and  the  line  of  location  continued  as  far  as  the  Rocky  ford  in  the 
sixth;  also  on  the  western  or  Galenadivision,  ten  miles  extending  to  Savan- 
nah, has  been  prepared  for  contract.  Reports,  maps,  plans  profiles  and 
estimates  on  the  above  work,  will  be  presented  to  the  acting  Commission- 
er as  early  as  practicable. 

There  has  been  so  much  local  as  well  as  individual  feeling  exhibited  in 
relation  to  the  location  of  the  railroad  on  Rock  river,  that  I  have  deemed 
it  expedient  to  have  thorough  surveys  made  on  every  possible  route  between 
Savannah  and  the  above  river.  For  this  purpose  there  has  been  a  party  in 
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the  field  since  about  the  first  of  August.  The  result  of  those  surveys  will 
be  reported  to  the  acting  Commissioner  as  early  as  possible,  and,  together 
with  what  was  done  last  year,  will  afford  him  a  sufficient  data  at  least  to 
make  a  location  on  the  cheapest  route.  Other  considerations,  however, 
besides  the  results  of  bare  engineering  operations,  should  have  their  due 
weight  in  deciding  upon  the  point  for  crossing  Rock  river. 

The  present  season  has  sufficiently  demonstrated  the  necessity  of  some 
improvements  at  least  in  the  navigation  of  the  Illinois  river.  I  have  ta- 
ken advantage  of  the  very  low  stage  of  water,  and  caused  surveys  to  be 
made,  with  examinations  of  all  obstructions  to  steam  navigation,  from  the 
terminating  of  the  Michigan  canal  to  Peoria.  The  accompanying  report 
of  Gen.  Ransom  will  furnish  the  detail  of  the  above  mentioned  survey. 

Such,  gentlemen,  is  a  brief  view  of  the  progress,  present  state,  and  fu- 
ture prospects  of  the  works  of  internal  improvement  in  the  northern  en- 
gineering-district. Much  has  been  done,  and  much  credit  certainly  is 
due  the  engineering  corps  generally,  and  to  the  principals  who  have  had 
the  more  immediate  control  of  the  different  works  in  particular. 

In  conclusion,  perhaps  you  may  expect  from  me  suggestions  in  rela- 
tion to  future  operations.  On  this  point  I  feel  no  little  diffidence,  know- 
ing, as  I  do,  that  much  must  depend  upon  future  circumstances  over 
which  you  may  have  no  control.  It  will  not  be  improper,  however,  for 
me  to  suggest  and  urge  the  propriety  of  pressing  forward  the  improve- 
ment of  the  rivers.  The  Illinois  river  in  particular  demands  immediate 
attention— and  as  the  improvement  consists  principally  in  the  removal 
of  bars,  the  work  may  be  commenced  early  in  the  spring.  Dredging  ma- 
chines can  only  be  used  to  advantage  in  this  operation,  and  as  there  are 
two  now  at  this  place  which  are  peculiarly  well  calculated  for  river  work, 
I  would  suggest  the  propriety  of  making  some  arrangements  to  employ 
them  as  early  as  possible.  Even  one  of  those  machines  will  do  much  to- 
wards improving  the  navigation,  even  in  one  season.  I  would  also  re- 
commend that  such  portions  of  the  different  roads  as  will  form  continued 
lines  from  navigable  waters  to  some  important  port,  or  towns  in  the  in- 
terior, should  be  put  under  immediate  contract,  and  the  Work  hastened  to 
completion.  Utility  might  then  soon  be  demonstrated  to  the  skeptical, 
and  visible  tangible  facts  could  be  made  use  of  to  combat  opinions  and 
prejudices  against  the  present  system  of  internal  improvements.  For  the 
above  purpose  let  the  lines  between  Peoria  and  Canton,  and  between  La 
Salle  and  Rock  river,  at  least.  Those  two  portions,  in  my  opinion,  possess 
advantages  that  should  not  be  overlooked,  and  which  will  readily  suggest 
themselves  to  your  understandings.  Other  work  might  be  put  under  con- 
tract tu  good  advantage,  and  without,  prejudicing  in  the  least  cvo-rfcs  al- 
ready begun; 

Respecting  superstructure,  &c.  I  deem  it  premature  to  raake  any  sug- 
gestions, but  will  remark  that  whatever  plan  or  plans  may  be  adopted, 
there  appears  to  be  an  abundance  of  good  material,  which  can  easily  be 
obtained  for  any  of  our  purposes,  without  going  far  from  the  lines. 

H.  P.  WOODWORTH. 
13 
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SCHEDULE   No.   1. 
Amount  of  work  done  on  the   Eastern  Division  of  the 
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Amount  of  work  to  be  done  on  the  Peoria  and 
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SCHEDULE  No.   1. 

Peoria  and   Warsaw  Railroad,  up  to  the  1st  November,  1838. 
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Warsaw  Railroad,  in  the  Eastern   Division. 
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Rather  too  much 


a  79.5  cubic  yards  rock  in  foundation  wall,  b  Bridge  and  tressle  work,  c  Excavation 
of  abutment  pits,  d  Excavation  of -the  channel  of  creek  5,664  cubic  yards,  e  50  cubic 
yar  la  rock  hauled,  (not  laid.)  /  10,002  cubic  yards  embankment  borrowed  earth,  at  16 
cents,  g;  3-H~e  and  tressle.  h  Bridge  abutments,  i  Bridge  abutments,  j  Paving 
drains.     I:  Bridge  abutments. 
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SCHEDULE  No.  2. 

Estimate  of   rmrk  to  be  done  on   the   Western  Division  of 


. 

tc 

k 

-3 

o 

"So 

o 

^3 

s 

o 

a> 

8.1 

"2  c 

3 

s 

o  g 

-' 

o    • 

a 

"o  > 

-6 

to  ss 

d 

oh> 

■o 

o 

.a 
E 

=3 

60 

'I 
8) 
O 

.8"° 

5»> 

o 

o 

o 
s 

-5.8 

0 

£ 

ai  a 

^3   o 

5  6 
■2  £ 

3         ^; 
c 

-g      i 

05    83 

lis 

13  p 

3 

s 

c 

O 

m  a 

1  £ 

S3    C3 

13 

3 
h, 

S 

C 
ID 

'A 

O 

6 

■-, 

< 

O 

~ 

< 

O 

o<         -< 

O 

- 

< 

0 

Ph 

$ 

c!s 

$ 

cts 

$ 

cfe     $ 

(■'.; 

$ 

cts 

11'6 

115 

200 

7,598 

17 

1291  66 

3.070 

16 

491  20 

. 

- 

- 

. 

266 

4  00 

11! 

270 

10,609 

17 

1803  53 

4,648 

16 

73  681     - 

1,000 

10 

400  00 

.TOO 

4  00 

iuy 

260 

5,713 

17 

971  21 

4,413 

10 

706  08 

. 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

147 

4  00 

I  Go 

250 

9,667 

17 

1643  39 

3,979 

10 

636  64 

. 

. 

- 

- 

. 

200 

4  00 

107 

106 

100 

10,524 

17 

1789  08 

2,491 

!0 

398  56 

. 

. 

. 

. 

„ 

_ 

105 

- 

3,025 

10 

484  00 

3.819 

15 

572  85 

. 

- 

_ 

_ 

107 

- 

1,997 

17 

339  49 

974 

15 

146  10 

_ 

- 

- 

. 

36 

4  00 

ioe 

. 

220 

10 

35  20 

1,793 

14 

351  02 

_ 

. 

_ 

. 

21 

4  00 

105 

8,545 

19 

1623  50 

1,941 

M 

271  74 

142 

5  00 

Estimate    of  work  done  on  the    Western   Division   of  the 
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SCHEDULE  No.  2. 
ike  Peoria  and  Warsaw  Railroad,  after  November  15,  1838. 
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Peoria  and    Warsaw   Railroad,  up  to  November  14,1838. 
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*  Cannot  give  an  accurate  estimate  of  this  section,  but  I  think  $5,000  Will  complete  it. 

t  Cannot  estimate  accurately,  say  $10,000.    |  Side  drains.    }  Final  estimate. 
'    a  Coffer-dams,  foundations,  *&o.     b  Sundries  not  to  be  described,     c  200  cubic  yard? 
of  excavation  in  abutment  pits,     d   Levelling  foundation  of  works.      c  389  cubic   yards 
of  excavation  in   extra  drains.     /  723  cubic  yards  of  side  drains. 
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EXHIBIT  No.  VI. 


REPORT    OF   JOHN  DIXON 

WITH    ACCOMPANYING    DOCUMENTS. 


Vandalia,  December  15,  1838. 
To  the  Hon.  William  Kinney, 

President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

The  undersigned,  acting  Commissioner  of  the  sixth  judicial  circuit, 
has  the  honor  to  report: 

That  his  duties,  as  such,  commenced  on  the  14th  day  of  August  last; 
previous  to  which  time  the  grading  of  twenty  miles  of  the  Central  rail- 
road, from  Galena  south,  had  been  put  under  contract  on  terms  highly 
favorable  to  the  State,  considering  the  high  price  of  labor  and  subsist- 
ence, compared  with  other  sections  of  the  State.  A  large  portion  ©f 
the  contractors  have  prosecuted  their  work  with  energy.  Two,  only, 
have  proved  faithless — their  jobs  have  been  re-let  at  a  small  advance 
above  the  former  price. 

A  contract  for  the  improvement  of  the  Lower  rapids  of  Rock  river  was 
let  by  my  predecessor  in  May  last  for  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  three 
hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars — about  two  thousand  dollars  over  the 
engineer's  estimate;  which,  with  the  cost  of  construction  at  Prophet's 
town,  estimated  by  the  engineer  at  twelve  hundred  and  eighty  dollars, 
together  with  the  cost  of  surveys  and  incidental  expenses  properly 
chargeable  to  that  work,  will  reduce  the  appropriation  below  the  cost  of 
construction  necessary  at  the  Upper  rapids,  (see  engineer's  report 
herewith  submitted,)  estimated  at  $85,295  2(>.  So  that  the  amount 
properly  applicable  to  that  work,  under  the  law,  would  be  inadequate  to 
its  completion;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  operations  at  that  place 
were  suspended. 

The  estimate  of  the  engineer  charged  with  the  survey  of  that  river 
in  1837,  is  $178,518;  therefore,  the  additional  sum  of  $78,548  will  be 
requisite  to  complete  the  whole  improvement,  and  afford  the  depth  of 
four  feet  water,  at  the  lowest  stage,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  the 
State  line.  By  such  improvement,  165  mi'es  of  navigation  will  be  open- 
ed through  a  country  possessing,  to  an  unequaled  extent,  all  the  natural 
advantages   calculated   to    render  prosperous  and  happy   a  population. 
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who,  for  intelligence  and  enterprize,    will  compare   with  those  of  any 
other  portion  of  globe.  / 

I  regret  that  it  is  not  in  my  power,  at  this  time,  to  give  a  full  detail  of 
operations  in  this  circuit.  Much  of  the  information  necessary  can  only 
be  derived  through  the  medium  of  the  chief  engineer.  A  full  report  from 
him  will  unavoidably  be  delayed  for  a  few  days.  I  must  therefore  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  Board,  in  order  that  the  necessary  information 
may  be  obtained  on  which  to  predicate  a  fall  report  of  ail  the  operations 
under  my  charge. 

The  total  amount  of  expenses  since  I  entered  upon  the  duties  of  my 
office,  as  Commissioner,  up  to  the  first  day  of  December  inst.,  as  per 
vouchers  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Fund  Commissioners,  is  ;-?48,2o7  30i. 
Of  this  sum,  $8,436  25  is  charged  to  the  Ko  k  river  improvement,  and 
$39,821  051  to  the  Central  railroad;  the  liability  for  a  large  amount  of 
each  had  accrued  previous  to  my  appointment.  The  total  amount  drawn 
from  the  Fund  Commissioners,  up  to  this  date,  is  $56,152  67i,  leaving  a 
balance  on  hand  of  $7,895  47. 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  my  predecessor  before  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  him  after  my  appointment,  and  his  executors  not  hav- 
ing yet  qualified  (so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends)  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
give  the  necessary  information  relative  to  his  operations  or  affairs, 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  should  be  reasonably  expected. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  DIXON, 
Commissioner  Sixth  Judicial  Circuit. 


Engineers'  Office,  Mail  1 5,  1 838 
To  the  Hon.  James   W.   Stephenson, 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works  for  the  Sixth  Judicial  Circuit. 

Sir:  After  the  completion  of  the  surveys  of  Rock  river,  several  cir- 
cumstances prevented  n\e  reporting  to  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  the 
result  of  my  examinations  and  my  views,  as  to  t the  improvement  of  a 
river  which,  by  the  removal  of  a  few  obstructions,  will  open  a  free  com- 
munication with  one.  of  the  most  beautiful  portions  of  the  State. 

The  river  is  now  navigable,  in  an  ordinary  stage  of  water,  for  boats 
of  three  to  four  feet  draft,  with  the  exception  of  two  points,  which  will 
require  the  aid  of  d^ms  and  locks  to  render  them  navigable.  When  the 
river  is  at  its  highest  stage,  boats  that  have  power  enough  to  overcome 
a  currentof  seven  to  eight  miles  per  hour,  (which  is  the  velocity  of  the 
water  at  each  of  these  points  above  mentioned)  would  find  no  difficulty 
in  ascending  the  river  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Peeketonokee,  which 
might  be  made  a  navigable  stream  with  very  little  expense,  and  would 
afford  an  easy  commnnication  with  the  mineral  region.  This  stage  of 
water,  however,  lasts  but  a  short  time,  and  comes  so  early  in  the  spring 
that  it  affords  no  advantage. 

My  object  now  is  to  present  to  you  a  brief  detail  of  the  state  of 
Rock  river  in  its  lowest  stages  of  water,  of  the  different  impediments 
to  its  navigation,  of  the  mode  of  improvement,  and  of  the  probable  cost 
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i:o  render  that  river  navigable,  when  in  that  low  stage,  from  its  conflu- 
ence with  the  Mississippi  to  the  State  line,  adjoining  Wisconsin,  a  dis- 
tance oi'onc  hundred  and  sixty-five  miles.  The  first  difficulty  to  be  over- 
Gome  is  the  Lower  rapids,  opposite  Rock  Island  city,  about  three  miles 
from  the  mouth  ol'the  river.  The  length  of  these  rapids  is  three-fourths 
of  a  mile,  and  the  total  fall  in  that  distance  is  six  and  a  half  feet.  About 
half  a  mile  above  the  rapids,  the  river  is  divided  into  two  branches 
by  a  succession  of  islands.  The  south,  branch  is  fiom  eight  to  nine  hun- 
dred feet  wide,  very  shallow,  has  a  rocky  bottom,  and  offers  no  advanta- 
ges for  improvement.  The  north  branch  has  the  deepest  channel,  and 
is  contracted  in  many  places  to  the  width  of  four  hundred  feet  by  the 
bluff)  near  Rock  Island  city,  on  one  side,  and  Vandruflf 's  island  on  the 
other,  which  extends  the  whole  length  of  rhe  rapids. 

The  elevation  of  the  banks  will  admit  the  erection  of  a  dam  suffici- 
ently high  to  back  the  water  some  distance  beyond  the  head  of  the  rap- 
ids, and  i  nprovc  the  channel  at  that  point.  A  small  dam  will  also  be 
required  across  the  slough  dividing  VandrufPs  island  from  another  island 
extending  up  the  river  nearly  halt  a  mile — the  main  dam  being  placed 
9a  fir  down  the  rapids  as  the  elevation  of  the  bank  of  the  island  will 
permit.  A  canal  of  nineteen  hundred  feet  in  length  will  be  required  to 
reach  the  foot  of  the  rapids.  The  island  will  be  the  most  favorable  place 
for  the  canal,  the  excavation  being  very  easy,  and  enabling  us  to  have 
its  termination  near  the  deepest  channel  of  the  river  below. 

v  A  guard-lock  will  be  required  at  the  entry  of  the  canal,  and  a  lock  of 
seven  and  a  half  feet  lift  at  its  termination.  The  bed  of  the  river  at  these 
rapids  is  formed  of  calcareous  rock,  which  is  found  also  in  abundance  on 
the  lower  part  of  VandrufPs  island,  as  well  as  in  Rock  Island  city;  and 
will,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  furnish  a  good  material  for 
the  construction  of  the  lock". 

The  Lower  rapids  being  one  of  the  two  most  important  points  of  im- 
provement on  Rock  river,  maps,  on  a  large  scale,  will  accompany  this 
report,  and  will  give  you  a  more  clear  idea  of  the  situation  of  the  rapids, 
;snd  of  the  mode  I  purpose  to  adopt  for  their  improvement. 

Another  plan  had  been  suggested — which  was  to  excavate  a  canal 
three-fourths  of  a  mile,  or  the  whole  length  of  VandrufPs  island,  and  to 
dispense  with  the  dam.  This  mode  of  improvement,  which  would  appear 
in  itself  the  most  permanent,  offers  fewer  advantages,  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  its  being  more  expensive,  but  because  the  channel  of  the  river 
about  VandrufPs  island  is  not  of  a  sufficient  depth;  that  the  work  would 
be  more  exposed  to  the  frequent  rise  and  fall  of  the  river,  and  the  State 
be  deprived  of  the  immense  benefit  of  a  water-power,  created  by  the 
dam,  on  each  side  of  the  river. 

From  the  Lower  rapids  to  Prophetstown.  the  river  offers  all  possible 
advantages  for  navigation,  having  a  channel  with  no  less  than  four  and  a 
half  feet  of  water.  The  width  of  the  river  varies  from  eight  to  ten  hun- 
dred feet,  and  the  total  fall  from  Prophetstown  to  the  head  of  the  Lower 
rapids,  a  distance  of  fifty-two  miles,  is    28.08  feel. 

The  velocity  of  the  current  is  three  miles  per  hour.  Opposite 
Prophetstown,  for  a  distance  of  eighteen  hundred  feet,  the  river  is  more 
shallow,  its  deepest  channel  varying  from  three  to  four  feet.     This  por- 
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tion  of  the  river  can  be  easily  improved  by  means  of  a  brush  and  gravel 
wir.g-dam,  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length  and  four  feet  high,  from 
the  north  side  of  the  river  to  a  little  island  opposite  the  village. 

From  this  last  place  to  the  foot  of  the  Upper  rapids  the  channel  of 
the  river  has  no  less  than  six  feet  of  water;  the  velocity  of  the  current 
averages  three  and  a  half  miles  per  hour,  and  the  total  fajj  in  that  dis- 
tance, which  is  twenty  miles,  is  24.12  feet. 

The  Upper  rapids  's  the  second  important  point  to  be  improved  on 
Rock  river;  which,  at  that  place,  extends  to  a  width  of  from  one  thousand 
to  thirteen  hundred  feet.  The  length  of  the  rapids  is  one  mile  and  a 
quarter,  and  the  total  fall  in  that  distance  is  8.24  feet 

The  bottom  of  the  river,  except  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  is  formed  of 
a  sandy  calcareous  rock  of  a  very  smooth  surface.  The  banks  of  the 
stream  are  from  twelve  to  thirty  feet  high,  with  the  exception  of  the 
north  bank,  which,  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids,  is  from  six  to  eight  feet 
only. 

Two  different  modes  of  improvement  for  these  rapids  might  be  adop- 
ted, and  an  estimate  of  both  having  been  made,  I  have  not  hesitated  in 
advising  you  to  adopt  the  second.  I  shall  give  you  a  brief  description  of 
both,  and  refer  you  to  a  map  of  that  portion  of  the  river  for  a  better  un- 
derstanding of  those  two  plans. 

The  first  was  to  build  an  embankment  in  the  river  the  whole  length  of 
the  rapids,  so  as  to  foim  a  canal  eighty  feet  in  width,  with  a  lock  ol  8.24 
ieet  lift  at  its  termination,  and,  without  the  aid  of  a  dam,  obtain  the  depth 
of  water  required  at  the  upper  end  of  the  canal  by  excavating  a  channel 
one  and  a  half  feet  in  the  rock  under  the  water,  for  a  distance  of  eight 
hundred  feet,  between  the  embankment  and  the  shore. 

The  second  plan,  which  is  the  one  I  sho  lid  consider  advisable  to  adopt, 
is  to  build  a  dam  as  far  down  the  rapids  as  the  bottom  of  the  river  and 
the  elevation  of  the  north  bank  will  admit. 

The  length  of  this  dam  will  be  from  nine  to  ten  hundred  feet,  and  its 
elevation  from  the  bottom  of  the  stream  will  not  exceed  ten  feet.  A 
canal  will  be  constructed  from  the  dam  to  the  foot  of  the  rapids  by  an 
embankment  made  in  the  river  about  two  thousand  feet  in  length.  The 
dam  will  be  of  sufficient  height  to  raise  the  water  eighteen  inches  at  the 
head  of  the  rapids,  so  as  to  get  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  at  that  place 
and  avoid  the  rock  excavation  under  water.  This  elevation  added  to 
the  total  fall  of  the  rapids,  8.24  feet,  will  give  9.74  feet,  the  numberof 
feet  lift  for  the  lock  at  the  foot  of  the  canal. 

The  cost  of  three-fourths  of  a  mile  of  embankment,  and  of  the  rock 
excavation  under  water  for  a  distance  of  eight  hundred  feet,  for  the 
completion  of  the  first  plan,  will  by  far  exceed  the  expense  of  a  dam 
across  the  stream — the  work  would  be  more  liable  to  damages  by  fresh- 
ets and  ice  in  the  spring — and  the  water-power,  which  will  afford  a  con- 
siderable revenue  to  the  State,  would  be  much  less,  and  on  one  side  of 
the  river  only. 

From  the  Upper  rapids  to  Rockford,  a  distance  of  sixty-three  miles, 
the  only  obstructions  in  the  river  are  three  moveable  sand  bars,  having, 
for  a  very  short  distance,  a  depth  of  water  of  from  two  and  a  half  to  three 
feet  only.     Those  bars  being  formed   of  quick-sand,  may  be  removed  in 
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a  short  lime  by  the  frequent  passage  of  steamboats.  But  with  the  aid  of 
wing-dams,  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  feet  in  length 
and  three  to  four  feet  high,  the  channel  can  be  easily  cleared.  The 
width  of  the  river  between  the  two  places  varies  from  six  to  eight  hun- 
dred feet.  The  total  iall  is  (j9.9L  feet,  with  an  average  velocity  of  cur- 
rent of  three  miles  per  hour. 

Opposite  Rock  ford,  for  a  distance  of  eight  hundred  ieet,  the  river  is 
shallow,  its  deepest  water  being  only  two  to  two  and  a  halt  feet;  the 
velocity,  of  the  current,  for  that  distance,  varies  from  four  to  five  miles 
per  hour.     The  bed  of  the  river  is  of  solid  and  smooth  rock. 

By  deepening  the  channel  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  and  con- 
structing a  wing-dam  on  the  opposite  side,  about  two  hundred  feet  in 
length  and  four  feet  in  height,  to  maintain  the  water  at  the  same  level, 
this  obstruction  will  be  removed  to  the  best  advantage. 

From  Rockford  to  the  mouth  of  the  Peeketonokee,  the  river  offers  a 
good  channel  of  no  less  than  four  and  a  half  feet  of  water;  its  width  is 
from  four  to  five  hundred  feet,  and  the  fall  between  the  two  places,  dis- 
tance twenty  miles,  is  28.1)1  feet.  About  three  miles  above  Peekcto- 
nokee,  near  the  foot  of  the  Little  island,  which  occupies  the  centre  of 
the  river,  a  large  rock,  measuring  from  forty  to  fifty  cubic  yards,  ob- 
structs the  best  channel,  and  will  have  to  be  removed.  Haifa  mile 
farther,  a  wing-dam  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in  length,  will  have 
to  be  constructed  to  remove  a  sand  bar  which  reduces  the  channel  to 
two  and  a  half  feet  water,  for  a  distance  of  four  hundred  feet. 

One  mile  from  the  State  line  the  river  varies  from  three  to  five  hun- 
dred fectin  width.  Its  sudden  fall, at  the  rate  ot  four  feet  per  mile,  cre- 
ates a  very  strong  current  and  a  shallow  channel  from  the  mouth  of 
Turtle  river  to  a  distance  of  about  one  thousand  feel.  On  the  south  side 
of  a  large  island  is  the  main  channel;  by  the  aid  of  a  dam,  four  feet  in 
height,  from  the  north  shore  to  the  island,  we  shall  obtain  a  depth  of 
■water  of  four  and  a  half  feet,  with  a  velocity  ot  current  of  four  and  a 
half  to  five  miles  per  hour;  this  will  be  easily  overcome    by  steamboats. 

From  the  mouth  of  the  Peekenotokee  to  "the  State  line,  the  distance  is 
five  miles  and  a  half,  and  the  total  fall  in  the  river  is  twelve  feet;  the 
velocity  of  the  current  averages  about  three  and  a  half  miles  per  hour. 
It  was  my  intention  to  present  you  with  a  map  ofthe  whole  river,  with 
this  report;  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  complete  it  entirely  for  want  ot 
time,  having  paid  all  my  attention  toprepare  theLowerand  Upper  rapids 
for  contract,  according  to  your  directions.  This  map  will  be  submitted  to 
your  examination  at  the  meeting  ofthe  Board  next  December. 

The  importance  of  improving  the  navigation  of  Rock  river — the  im- 
mense benefit  that  will  be  derived  from  it,  as  well  for  the  State  as  for 
the  country,  are  already  known.  Any  traveller  who  views  any 
part  of  this  stream,  is  struck  by  its  beauty — with  the  fertility  of  the  soil 
in  its  vicinity — the  general  salubrity  of  the  climate,  and  the  rapid  in- 
crease if  its  population. 

Many  flourishing  towns  arc  already  progressing  on  Rock  river  that 
would  now  arlbrd  business  of  some  importance  to  several  steamboats; 
and  at  the  rate  the  population  has  been  increasing  for  the  last  two  years, 
the  amount  of  freight  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  country  will  more 
than  tripple  every  year.     There   is  a  peculiar  character  to  Rock  river 
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which  distinguishes  it  front}  most  navigable  streams  in  this  country;  it  is 
generally  confined  within  its  banks,  and  in  high  floods  it  is  never  ob- 
structed with  flood  wood,  although  the  land,  at  its  head  waters,  is  well 
timbered,  and  will  afford  an  abundant  supply  of  lumber  to  the  country 
below.  In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  the  location  of  the  work 
for  the  improvement  of  the  two  rapids  was  done  this  spring,  with  plans 
and  specifications  for  the  several  portions  of  the  work.  For  the  im- 
provement of  the  Lower  rapids,  the  ground  on  Vandruff's  island  was  the 
most  favorable,  affording  material  advantages  for  the  location  of  the 
canal,  which  ware  seldom  met  with.  The  sinuosity  of  the  bank  admits  of  a 
straight  line  for  the  cannl,  which  is  1,900  feet  in  length.  A  bay  formed 
by  the^bend  of  the  river  protects  the  entry,  and  its  termination  con- 
nects with  the  deepest  channel  of  the  river.  Its  width,  at  the  water  line, 
will  be  eighty  feet,  and  its  depth  five  feet.  The  lock  will  be  built  of 
stone,  with  a  chamber  one*  hundred  and  forty  by  thirty-eight  feet,  and 
will  admit  the  passage  of  boats  of  the  common  size  running  on  the  Upper 
Mississippi. 

The  dam  is  so  be  circular,  built  with  crib-work,  filled  with  stone,  aod 
supported  by  two  natural  stone  buttresses,  formed  by  high  ledges  of 
rock  on  each  side  of  the  river. 

The  works  at  the  Upper  rapids  will  be  attended  with  some  difficulty; 
but  the  locality  affords  materials  to  construct  a  solid  and  permanent 
work. 

The  canal  will  be  formed  by  an  embankment  in  the  river,  composed 
of  earth  and  stone  excavated  from  the  bank. 

The  plans  for  the  lock,  guard-lock,  and  dam,  are  the  same  as  for  the 
Lower  rapids. 

Our  specifications  will  give  you  a  minute  detail  of  the  work,  and  the 
mode  proposed  for  its  construction.  v 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Estimate  for   the  complete  improvement  of  Rock  river,  securing  four  feet 

water  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  State  line,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  miles. 

Lower  Rapids. 

21,054  cubic  yards  of  earth  excavation,  at  20  cents  -  $4,2i0  80 

1,061  cubic  yards  of  rock  excavation,  at  1  dollar  -  1,061   00 

759  yards  of  puddling,  at  60  cents           -             -  -  455  40 

Stone  lock,  $4,747  23  per  foot  lift  -             -  -  35,604  26 

Guard-loek                -             -             -             .  -  8,235  30 

Circular  dam,  at  #15  52  per  foot  lineal       -  -  6,206  25 

Dam  No  2,  at  $-13  25  per  foot  lineal            •  -  2  463  68 

Total                  -                                    "   -  $5S,236  69 
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Prophetstown. 

Wing-dam  4  GO  feet  long,  at  $8  per  foot  lineal 

Upper  Rapids. 

IK),169  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  20  cents 
4,032  square  yards  slope-wall,  at  $1  25 
3,210  cubic  yards  rock  excavation,  at  $1 
2,490  cubic  yards  eartb  excavation,  at  16  cents  - 

Stone  lock, 9.74  feet  lift,  at  $4,105  97  per  foot 
Guard-lock  -  -  -  - 

Circular  dam,  1,109  feet  long,  at  §15  per  lineal  ft. 

Total  ..... 

From  Upper  Rapids  to  Rockford. 

Wing-dam  140  feet  long,  at  $6  per  lineal  foot 
do.       110  feet  long,  at  $6     do.       do. 
do.       150  feet  long,  at  $6     do.       do. 

Total  - 

Rockford  Rapids. 

1,500  cubic  yds.  of  rock  excavation  under  water,  at  $2 
Wing-dam  450  feet  long,  at  $7  per  lineal  foot 

Total  - 

From  Rockford  to  the  State  line. 

50  cubic  yards  of  rock    excavation  under    water, 
at  $2  50  .... 

Wing-dam  130  feet  long,  at  $6  per  lineal  foot     - 
do.  1  GO  feet  long,  at  same  price 


Total 


Summary  Estimate. 


Lower  rapids,  - 

Prophet's  village.     - 

Upper  rapids,  - 

From  Upper  rapids  to  Rockford, 

Rockford  rapids     - 
From  Rockford  to  the  State  line, 

Aggregate  amount,  - 
Add  l5percent.  for  engineering  and  contingencies 

Whole  total  - 


$1,280 

12,033  81 

5,040  0< 

3,210  0 

384  0( 

39,992  1 

8,235  31 

lG,500  0i 

$85,395  2< 

|840  0( 

666  01 
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EXHIBIT  No.  VII. 


llEPORT  OF  EBENEZER  PECK 


WITH  ACCOMPANYING  DOCUMENTS. 


Vandalia,  Dec.  13,  1838. 
To  the  President 

of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Since  the  June  meeting  of  the  Board,  the  twenty-two  miles  of  the  Cen- 
tral railroad  in  the  seventh  judicial  circuit,  previously  ordered  to  be 
put  under  contract,  have  been  let,  and  arc  rapidly  advancing  towards 
completion. 

The  contracts  were  for  the  most  part  let  to  efficient  men,  and  at  fair 
prices,  and  will  be  completed  (except  the  superstructure)  by  September 
next.  The  contract  prices  for  grading,  masonry,  &c,  as  also  the  quan- 
tity of  work  done  can  be  readily  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  tables 
accompanying  the  reports  of  the  principal  engineer  of  the  northern  dis- 
trict, and  the  assistant  engineer  upon  the  line. 

A  survey  of  the  upper  part  of  the  navigable  portion  of  the  Illinois  ri- 
ver has  been  effected,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  report  of  T.  B. 
Ransom,  assistant  engineer,  whose  skill  and  capacity  eminently  qualify 
him  fpr  the  performance  of  this  duty,  and  to  impart  the  necessary  infor- 
mation in  connection  with  this  important  branch  of  our  labours.  By 
reference  to  the  report  of  Mr.  Ransom  filed  herewith,  full  information 
can  be  had  upon  this  subject.  I  would  recommend  that  the  improve- 
ments upon  the  Illinois  and  Rock  rivers  be  placed  under  the  separate 
control  of  an  engineer. 

The  connection  of  the  Central  railroad  with  the  Illinois  river,  at  the 
termination  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  it  will  be  perceived  by 
I  snee  to  tlie  map  produced  with  this  report,  is  upon  State  land, 
and  has  been  fixed  with  a  direct  view  of  increasing  the  value  of  the 
otate  property  at  this  important  position.  I  do  not  think  that  1  can  be 
charged  with  exaggeration  when  I  express  an  opinion  that  the  benefits  to 
be  received  by  the  State, by  the  increased  value  of  the  lands  at  the  town 
of  La  Salle,  will  more  than  overbalance  the  whole  expense  of  construct- 
ing the  twenty-two  miles  of  road  now  under  contract  at  that  point. 


207 

Should  the  Board  of  Canal  Commissioners  think  it  expedient,  a  levee 
m:ght  be  raised  along  the  bank  of  the  Illinois  river  from  the  termination 
of  the  railroad  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  extending  upwards  to  the 
highlands,  which  would  redeem  upwards  of  three  hundred  acres  of  valua- 
ble land  from  inundation,  and  greatly  increase  its  value,  at  a  compara- 
tively small  expense.  Should  this  plan  be  ultimately  adopted,  the  grade 
of  the  road  across  the  Illinois  bottom  at  this  point  might  be  lowered,  and 
the  cost  of  the  road  diminished. 

It  is  proper  to  mention  that,  as  the  law  directed  the  roads  to  be  com- 
menced at  the  navigabje  streams,  and  to  be  worked  each  way  from  them, 
the  cost  of  construction  of  the  roads  now  under  contract  will  great- 
ly exceed  the  average  cost  of  the  whole  line  of  road  to  be  constructed. 
This  remark  applies  with  peculiar  force  to  that  portion  of  the  road 
placed  under  contract  in  my  circuit.         / 

The  bluffs  of  the  Illinois  river  are  quite  bold  and  difficult  of  ascent, 
and  the  obstruction  can  only  be  overcome,  on  the  south  side,  by  ascend- 
ing through  the  valley  of  a  creek.  By  much  pains,  though  at  consider- 
able expense,  a  favorable  route  has  been  found,  and  this  difficulty  sur- 
mounted. The  expense  of  preparing  the  road  for  the  superstructure  is 
comparatively  small.  It  is  believed  that  the  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the 
Central  railroad,  by  the  Legislature,  as  far  as  the  northern  portion  of  it 
is  concerned,  will  be  adequate  for  its  completion;  some  portion  of  the 
road  under  my  supervision  has  already  been  graded,  and  made  ready  for 
the  superstructure,  at  a  cost  less  than  five  hundred  dollars  a  mile. 

I  have  received  of  the  public  funds  since  my  appointment  as  Com- 
missioner        $38,071  67 

Out  of  which  sum  I  have   expended  upon  the  Central  rail- 
road -----        $37,091  31 
Upon  the  Quincy  and  Meredosia  road  -  545,00 
For  survey  of  Illinois  river    -             -             -  201,02 

—    37,837  33 


The  small  balance  of  -    .  .  .  .         234  34 


remaining  in  my  hands  is  insufficient  to  cover  moneys  actually  expend- 
ed by  me,  for  which  I  have  un formal  vouchers,  and  to  cover  some  unli- 
quidated accounts  contracted  by  me  for  the  puolic  works;  which  I  shall 
bor.o'e  in  a  few  days  to  adjust  with  the  State. 

The  reports  of  tne  principal  and  assistant  engineers  accompanying 
tins  will  furnish  full,  and,  I  trust,  satisfactory  details  of  the  business  of  the 
seventh  circuit  entrusted  to  my  charge. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  neither  the  malevolence  of  party,  the  pride  of 
opinion,  the  bitterness  of  personal  enmity,  or  any  unfortunate  spirit  of 
de:mgogulsm,  will  be  permitted  to  triumph  ove*  "the  public  good,  so  far  ' 
as  to  interrupt  the  onward  march  of  our  State  in  her  internal  improve- 
ments; the  good  fruits  of  which  are  already  perceived  in  the  sales  of  her 
produce,  in  the  advanced  price  of  her  estates,  and.  above  all,  by  a  large 
afceession  of  enterprising  and  intelligent  population.  The  advantages 
of  these  can  not  be  lessened  by  any  carpings  about  the  price  of  chick- 
ens, or  the  ambitious  aspirations  of  lovers  of  office. 

E.  PECK. 


208 
Report  of  H.  P.   Woodworth. 

June  25,  1838. 

To  E.   Peck,  Esq. 

Commissioner  of  Public  Works,  Seventh  Judicial  Circuit. 

Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I  have  located,  and  prepared  for 
contract,  twenty-two  miles  of  the  Central  railroad;  and  in  compliance 
with  the  l2th  article  of  the  internal  improv  ement  act,  I  have  the  honor 
of  laying  before  you  the  following  report  upon  the  same,  accompanied 
with  all  the  necessary  maps,  profiles,  plans  and  estimates. 

In  locating  and  preparing  for  contract  that  portion  of  the  Central  rail- 
road extending  eleven  miles  each  way  from  the  Illinois  river,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  put  under  contract  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  at  their 
meeting  in  December  last,  1  first  directed  my  operations  upon  the  north 
side  of  the  river.  I  had  previously  ascertained  that  by  far  the  most  fa- 
vorable point  for  crossing  the  river  was  a  short  distance  below  the  ter- 
mination of  the  Michigan  canal;  and  I  deemed  it  a  matter  of  impor- 
tance that  the  termination  of  the  line  or  depot  should  be  located  so  as  to 
secure  a  ready  access  to  this  point,  whereon  appropriations  should  be 
made  for  continuing  the  line  of  road  across  the  river.  Two  locations 
have  presented  themselves,  which  seem  equally  to  secure  the  above  ob- 
ject, to  wit,  the  one  on  the  bottom,  and  the  other  on  the  bluff.  The  ad- 
vantages and  disadvantages  of  each  of  these  locations  were  carefully 
considered,  and  the  facilities  of  gaining  a  road-way  from  either  to  the 
prairie  were  thoroughly  and  accurately  examined.  In  the  result,  many 
wei°-htv  reasons  were  found  in  favor  of  a  location  on  the  bluff.  I  have 
therefore  commenced  the  line  on  section  15  (State  property)  about  500 
feet  from  the  steamboat  basin.  From  this  point  the  river  can  be  ap- 
proached on  an  inclination  of  less  than  sixty  feet  per  mile.  A  railway 
can  be  extended,  at  a  smali  expense,  to  any  point  on  the  basin,  whenever 
increase  of  business  shall  suggest  such  a  facility  for  the  transfer  of 
freight.*  From  this  point  the  road  is  located  in  Broad  street  for  a  dis- 
tance of  1,G0J  feet.  It  then  becomes  necessary,  to  conform  to  the  direc- 
tion of  a  ravine  up  which  the  line  passes,  to  deflect  on  a  curve  of  5,750 
I'eet  radius.  After  gaining  the  high  prairie,  the  line  again  dcilectson  the 
same  radius.  For  the  purpose  o»  curving  into  a  tangent,  the  line  is  con- 
tinuous to  the  end  of  the  location. 

The  first  two  sections  contain  some  heavy  cutting,  and,  for  a  cistance 
of  three  thousand  feet,  a  grade  of  95  feet  to  the  mile.  But  as  the  heavy 
transportation  will  naturally  be  towards  the  river  and  canal,  this  grade 
for  so  short  a  distance  cannot  be  considered  as  being  very  objectionable. 
From  the  commencement  of  section  three,  the  line  passes  over  a  smooth 
undulating  prairie,  with  easy  grade  and  little  excavation  or  embank- 
ment until  reaching  Spring  creek.  There  a  bridge  30  feet  span  will  be 
necessary;  stone  abutments  <md  truss  frame  are  recommended.  From 
this  onward,  the  country  over  which  the  line  passes  is  again  high  and 
rolling;  fouF  oulverts  only  will  be  required  in  the  whole  distance,  and 
those  are  proposed  to  be  simple  box  culverts  of  dry  stone  masonry.  Turn- 

*     The  location  through  La  Salle  has  beeu  so  improved  as  to  give  but  on-  curve. 
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outs,  road-crossings,  watering  stations,  &c,  can  all  be  located  to  very 
good  advantage.  Building  materials  must  be  conveyed  from  the  river 
and  bluffs,  where  good  and  suitable  stone  for  masonry  are.  easily  obtain- 
ed. A  superior  quality  of  timber  for  superstructure  and  other  wood 
work  can  be  obtained  from  neighboring  groves,  and  at  a  distance  of  not 
exceeding  ten  or  twelve  miles. 

For  the  topographical  features  of  the  country  through  which  the  line 
passes,  and  a  more  definite  idea  of  the  location,  I  would  refer  you  to 
the  accompanying  maps  and  profiles.     (See  maps,  &c.) 

On  account  of  high  waters,  the  operations  were  not  commenced  on  the 
south  side  of  the  river  until  late  in  April,  when  a  party  was  organize! 
and  put  under  the  immediate  charge  of  Gen.  T.  B.  Ransom.  The  route 
of  the  line  lay  up  the  valley  of  Cedar  creek,  and  was  well  defined;  but, 
on  account  of  a  variety  of  circumstances  and  considerations,  the  locatiqn 
has  been  tedious  and  very  difficult.  A  good  line,  however,  has  been  ob- 
tained; for  a  description  of  which  I  am  happy  to  refer  you  to  the  ac- 
companying communication  I  have  received  from  Mr.  Ransom.  (See 
Ransom's  reports  and  accompanying  maps,  plans,  profiles,  &c.) 

In  conclusion,!  will  remark  that  the  valley  of  the  Illinois  river  is 
about  209  feet  below  the  high  prairie,  and  is  generally  bounded  bv  ab- 
rupt bluffs  of  from  70  to  120  feet  in  height;  hence  the  great  difficulties 
to  be  overcome,  and  disproportionate  expense  of  the  first  few  miles  from 
the  river.  The  prairie  once  gained,  and  all  difficulties  vanish,  and  the 
expense  of  graduation  becomes  comparatively  trifling. 
Most  respectfully  submitted. 

H.  P.  WOOD  WORTH,  Engineer. 
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Table  of  Grades  aud  Distances  for  eleven  miles  of  the  Central  Railroad,  from 
the  Illinois  river  north. 
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Report  of  T.  B.  Ransom. 

Encampment,  No.  1, 

Cedar  Creek,  June  25,  1838. 
To  H.  P.  Wootiworth, 

Chief  Engineer  of  Northern  Engineering  District. 

Sir:  la  accordance  with  your  request  of  June  18,  I  herewith  present 
the  result  of  my  field  examinations  and  location  of  the  Central  railroad, 
from  the  Illinois  river,  opposite  La  Salle,  through  the  valley  of  Cedar 
creek,  to  a  point  on  the  Grand  prairie,  near  Walnut  grove,  embracing 
a  distance  of  eleven  miles.  Maps,  profiles,  and  estimates  of  the  located 
line,  also  accompany  these  remarks. 

In  consequence  of  the  backwardness  of  the  season,  and  the  unusually 
high  floods  of  the  Illinois  river  and  Cedar  creek,  our  operations  in  the 
field  have,  necessarily  been  much  retarded;  though  it  is,  perhaps,  fortu- 
nate (or  the  interests  of  the  State  that  the  unusual  rise  of  these  waters 
occurred  at  this  time,  since  they  have  probably  made  known  the  extent 
of  the  evils  we  have  to  guard  against. 

General  Features. 

The  I'linois  bottom,  over  which  our  line  passes  for  nearly  one  mile 
and  a  half,  is  a  rich,  compact,  vegetable  alluvion,  of  many  feet  in  depth, 
underlaid,  and  running  into  a  formation  of  clay  and  sand  as  we  ap- 
proach the  bluff.  During  high  floods,  this  bottom  is  not  unfrequently 
submerged  to  a  depth  often  feet. 

The  first  mile  frum  the  river  is  over  a  beautiful  open  meadow;  the  re- 
maining distance  on  the  bottom,  as  well  as  the  slope  of  the  bluff,  is  cov- 
ered with  a  heavy  growth  of  valuable  timber. 

Cedar  creek  empties  itself  into  an  arm  of  the  Illinois,  amid  this  timber, 
about  one-half  of  a  mile  from  its  gorge  in  the  bluff.  It  is  a  small  stream, 
though  subject,  at  times,  to  very  high  floods;  its  valley  is  a  deep  cut-off", 
from  one  to  two  hundred  feet,  into  the  edge  of  the  prairie,  exceedingly 
serpentine  and  rugged,  and  varying  from  209  to  501)  feet  in  breadth. 
Bold  bluffs  and  ridges  of  more  than  lOOfeet  in  elevation  interlock  in  some 
places  along  the  valley,  while  the  stream  winds  around  their  bases. 

These  bluffs  are  subject  to  heavy  "slides;"  their  geological  formation, 
therefore,  is  easily  determined;  their  tops  have  usually  a  thin  soil,  run- 
ning into  sand  and  clay,  to  a  depth  of  from  10  to  20  feet;  we  then  come 
to  strata  of  limestone,  and  partially  cemented  clay,  alternating.  The 
strata  of  stone  vary  from  H  to  3  feet  in  thickness,  with  numerous  ver- 
tical cross  seams;  and  the  lower  stratum,  in  particular,  will  be  very  valua- 
ble, convenient,  a"nd,  I  doubt  not,  sufficiently  abundant  for  the  structure 
of  the  necessary  bridges  and  culverts  along  the  road  already  located, 
though  it  is  believed  that  the  grade  line  will  not  fall  below  the  second 
stratum. 

Strata  of  bituminous  coal  of  an  excellent  quality  are  also  found  at 
several  points  along  this  valley;  this  will  also  be  of  some  importance  to 
the  interests  of  the  State,  whenever  the  road  is  completed. 
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As  we  ascend  the  valley,  the  bluffs  on  either  side  become  less  bold 
and  irregular;  and  above  Ma  Drill's  mills,  the  stone  formation  entirely 
disappears.  A  variety  of  excellent  timber,  suitable  for  the  superstruc- 
ture of  the  road,  is  found  along  the  creek  for  about  four  miles  from  its 
mouth;  at  which  distance  we  arrive  at  the  prairk,  the  topography  of 
which  is  well  known.  Here  the  creek  separates  into  smaller  streams, 
with  gradually  sloping  banks,  their  beds  being  but  slightly  depressed 
below  the  general  level  of  the  prairie,  which,  at  a  distance  of  rive  miles 
from  the  Illinois,  is  232  feet  above  its  surface  at  low  water. 

From  the  head  waters  of  these  streams,  an  even  unbroken  prairie  ex- 
tends for  many  miles  beyond  the  limit  to  which  our  prescribed  distance 
of  1 1  miles  will  carry  us. 

Particular  Location  of  Line. 

The  line  commences  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Illinois  river,  opposite 
to  the  termination  of  the  Michigan  and  Illinois  canal,  and  runs,  in  the 
best  direction  attainable,  for  the  gorge  of  Cedar  creek  at  the  bluff.  In 
order  to  be  secure  against  the  floods  of  the  river,  and  also  to  ease  the 
grade  in  ascending  along  the  curve  in  the  valley  of  the  cieek.  a  very 
heavy  embankment  is  necessary  across  the  bottom  of  the  Illinois. 

Observation  has  shown  that,  during  the  floods  of  the  river,  large  trees, 
ice,  &c,  are  carried  with  much  force  over  this  bottom.  With  a  view 
to  protect  the  embankment  from  the  action  of  these  masses,  I  would 
suggest  that  an  embankment  be  constructed  along  the  immediate  bank 
of  the  river,  from  the  point  where  the  railroad  line  strikes  the  river  to 
the  bluff,  a  distance  of  about  a  mile,  and  along  the  highest  ground  upon 
the  bottom.  A  large  portion  of  this  meadow  would  thus  be  secured 
against  the  floods,  and  consequently  very  much  enhanced  in  value.  As 
this  point,  from  its  local  situation  and  other  circumstances,  cannot  fail  of 
being  one  of  much  importance,  I  cannot  but  believe  that  the  State  will 
he  amply  compensated  for  the  extra  expense  of  the  work  above  noticed, 
by  the  greatly  enhanced  value  of  the  State  lands  upon  which  they  will 
thus  be  constructed. 

The  railroad  embankment,  thus  protected,  may  also  safely  be  of  less 
elevation  and  strength  than  would  otherwise  be  admissible.  A  super- 
structure secured  upon  piles  would,  however,  save  much  of  the  imme- 
diate expense. 

Before  making  the  bluff,  the  line  crosses  Cedar  creek  about  SO  feet 
from  its  entrance  into  the  arm  of  the  Illinois,  and  recrosses  it  again  2,100 
feet  from  the  former  point.  Bridges  of  about  SO  feet  span  each,  with 
expensive  abutment?,  would  be  necessary  to  pass  these  points.  But  I 
would  propose  to  make  a  cut  of  about  200  feet,  by  means  of  which  the 
creek  can  be  turned  into  the  river  below  its  present  mouth,  and  thus 
save  the  expense  of  these  works. 

After  leaving  the  embankment  on  the  Illinois  bottom,  three  heavy 
bluffs  are  encountered  on  a  curve  of  2,729  feet  radius;  the  two  first  of 
which  are  on  the  east,  and  the  other  on  the  west  bank  of  the  creek. 

The  heavy  embankment  along  the.  bottom  will  require  much  more 
earth  than  the  amount  of  excavation  which  these  bluffs  will  afford,  with 
the  slopes  allowed  on  other  parts  of  the, work;  their  slopes  can,  therefore, 
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be  so  much  reduced  by  taking  the  excess  of  bank  from  them,  that  no 
danger  iieed  be  apprehended  from  slides  upon  the  road,  that  otherwise 
could  no!  be  well  avoided. 

For  the  grades,  curves,  culverts,  and  bridges,  I  would  refer  you  to  the 
tables  herewith  presented,  as  well  as  for  the  estimates  upon  different 
parts  of  the  work. 

After  passing  the  third  bluff,  it  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  profile 
and  map,  that  from  that  point  to  Manvill's  mills,  three  high  bridges,  with 
rather  heavy  embankments,  arc  required.  The  grade  line  along  this 
portion  of  the  road  might  have  been  laid  somewhat  lower,  and  thus  have 
saved  expense,  but  for  the  necessity  of  continuing  the  grade  below,  in 
order  to  reach  the  edge  of  the  plane  at  the  latter  place,  which  is  already 
cut  as  deep  as  is  considered  safe,  on  account  of  rock  excavation. 

The  line  passes  the  creek  at  bridges,  Nos.  1,2,  and  3,  very  favorably, 
and  the  location  of  bridge  No.  4,  would  have  been  much  improved  by 
throwing  the  tangent  on  which  it  is  placed  further  to  the  north;  but  this 
would  have  injured  the  location  of  bridge  No.  3,  and  very  much  increas- 
ed the  amount  of  embankment;  as  it  is  situated,  the  creek  must  be  turn- 
ed for  a  short  distance,  to  be  passed  in  a  more  favorable  manner,  and  a 
slope  wall,  of  about  170  feet  in  length,  will  be  requisite. 

The  next  point  of  any  considerable  importance  is  at  bridge  No.  5. 
which,  however,  spans  the  creek  at  a  very  favorable  point,  and  will  be 
less  expensive  than  either  of  the  preceding  ones.  The  deep  cut  through 
the  ridge,  near  bridge  No.  5,  is  resorted  to,  in  order  (as  will  be  seen  by 
reference  to  the  map)  to  save  excessive  embankment  and  enlarge  the 
radius  of  the  curve  at  that  point. 

The  line  passes  and  repasses  the  creek  again,  near  stations  193  and 
198,  respectively,  but  bridges  at  these  points  will  be  obviated  by  making 
a  short  cut  of  about  280  feet  in  length,  and  about  20  in  depth,  by  means 
of  which  the  creek  may  be  turned  through  the  ridge,  on  the  past  of  the 
line,  and  thus  save  the  expense  of  two  bridges  at  these  points.  It  should 
be  remarked,  also,  that  the  ridge  above  mentioned  is  a  formation  of  sand 
and  clay  easily  excavated. 

The  only  points  of  importance  on.  the  remaining  part  of  the  line,  are 
the  cut,  bridge  No.  6,  and  the  embankment  at  or  near  Richey's.  If  the 
line  be  placed  further  cast,  to  avoid  the  deep  cut  just  noticed,  a  much 
longer  and  heavier  embankment  in  the  valley  will  be  necessary  than  is 
requisite  on  the  present  line,  as  well  as  a  re-curve  to  gain  the  proper 
direction. 

The  high  bridge  and  embankment  are  necessary  in  order  to  maintain 
the  elevation  already  attained  and  pass  on  to  the  prairh;  with  an  admissi- 
ble grade. 

After  leaving  this  embankment,  we  strike  the  open  prairie,  and  leave 
the  valley  of  Cedar  creek  and  its  branches  to  the  right.  From  this 
point  the  line  traverses  an  almost  level  prairie,  without  an  obstacle  wor- 
thy of  notice,  to  its  southern  limit. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  first  six  sections  contemplate  a  variety  of 
heavy  and  expensive  work;  yet,  considering  the  height  to  which' the 
floods  rise  on  the  Illinois  bottom,  and  the  consequent  necessary  height 
of  the  embankment  that  traverses  it — the  winding  and  rugged  character 
of  Cedar  creek  valley — and    the  great  elevation  to  be  overcome    in  a 


214 

short  distance,  I  cannot  but  believe  that  the  grades  and  curves  of  the 
proposed  line  are  as  favorable,  and  the  aggregate  expense  of  the  whole 
as  light  as  could  have  been  anticipated  under  these  circumstances.  In- 
deed, it  will  be  seen  that  the  elevation  of  the  prairie  is  attained  upon 
grades  and  curves  that  admit  of  motive  power,  as  the  agent,  without 
diminishing,  in  any  considerable  degree,  the  velocity  or  weight  of  the 
bodies  to  be  transported. 

I  regret  that  time  does  not  permit  me  to  present  more  finished  maps 
and  drawings,  as  well  as  a  more  perfect  exposition  of  the  topography  of 
the  country,  and  the  various  works  required  along  the  located  line;  but, 
as  you  are  well  aware  of  this  fact,  the  above  remarks  are  respectfully 
submitted,  without  further  comment,  by 

T.  B.  RANSOM. 
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Table  of  Curves,  Tangents,  and  Elevations. 


Location. 


Commmencing  at  111.  river 

On  bottom 

Mouth  of  Cedar  creek 

On  timber  bottom 

On  Point  Bluff 

Near  Mamill's 

On  bank  of  creek 

On  bank  of  creek 

On  high  ground 

Near  Richev's 

On  prairie,  '.00  ft.  fromcom't 

Opposite  Binbuy's  Point 

On  prairie  .  - 


<D  _tO 

Station. 

ei.c 

ji  S  & 

From      to 

£ 

Feet. 

0 

25 

3,500 

25 

45 

4,500 

45 

54 

5,400 

54 

112 

11,200 

112 

134 

13,400 

134 

190 

19,000 

190 

193 

19,300 

193 

210 

21,000 

2^0 

236 

23,600 

216 

282 

28,200 

282 

430 

43,000 

430 

502 

50,200 

504 

580 

58,000 

Feel. 
2,50E 

2,000 
'  900 
5,800 
2,200 
5.600 
'300 
1.700 
2,600 
4,600 
14,800 
7, 200 
7,800 


Tangent 
Curve 
Tangent 
Curve 
Tangent 
Curve 
iTangent 
(Curve 
Tangent 
Curve 
Tangent 
Curve 
Tangent 


,640 


.  29 


Distance  ab:>ve 
or  bel:vv  high 
water  in  Illi- 
nois river. 


2,645 

3,970 

55.45 

20,304 


Table  of  Grades  and  Distances. 


Below. 


1194 
11.90 
10.42 
10.42 


6 

l 

8  .a 

E  o 

XI 

o 

t 

jH 

Station. 

ChI 

&* 

Location. 

o 
6 

From 

to 

&  a  i 

o  c  > 

%6 

ft 

(J 

Feet. 

Feet. 

Commencing  at  Illinois  river 

1 

0 

50 

5,000 

5,000 

Level. 

2 

50 

150 

15,000 

10,000 

53.93 

On  prairie, 1,000  ft.  from  timb. 

On  prairie 

On  prairie 

On  prairie 

On  prairie 

On  prairie 

3 

150 

265 

26,500 

11,500 

41.707 

4 

265 

910 

31,000 

4,500 

12.82 

5 

310 

430 

4?.O00 

12.000 

3.66 

1      fi 

430 

475 

47,500 

4,000 

18.45 

1     7 

475 

500 

50,000 

2.500 

31.908 

!  8 

500 

581 

58,080 

I      8,080 

8.308 
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Estimates  of  the  probable  expense  of  the  grading  and  masonry  on  11  miles  of 
the  Central  Railroad  south  of  the  Illinois  river. 

Section   1. 

63,575.65  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  30  cents  per  yard    $19,072  50 
4,444        cubic  yards  protection  wall,  at  $  1  50  6,666  00 


Section  2. 

..,      ®'43  ac[es  clearing  and  grubbing,  at  #30  per  acre 
lio,482        cubic  yards  embankment,  at  25  cents 
8,963.54  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  1 6  cents 
150        cubic  yards  masonry,  at  $5 

For  turning  channel  of  Cedar  creek     - 


'25,738  50 


$192  90 

31,370  50 

1,434  16 

750  00 

150  00 

33.879  56 


Section  3. 

5.5     acres  clearing  and  grubbing,  at  $25 
58,630.94  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  20  cents 
87,757.83  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  16  cents 
1,528        cubic  yards  masonry,  at  $6 
100        cubic  yards  masonry,  in  culvert,  at  $5 
33        cubic  yards  slope  wall,  at  $1  50 


$137  50 

11,726  18 

14,041  25 

9,168  00 

500  00 

49  50 

35,622  43 


Section  4. 

3.12  acres  clearing  and  grubbing,  at  $20 
8,637        cubic  yards  excavation,  at  20  cents 
11,901        cubic  yards  embankment,  at  14  cents 
1,511        cubic  yards  masonry,  at  $6 
62        cubic  yards  slope  wall,  at  $3 


$62  40 
1,727  40 
1,666  14 
9,066  00 

186  00 

12,707  94 


2.5 
19,262 
16,141 
38 


Section  5. 

acres  clearing  and  grubbing,  at  $20 
cubic  yards  excavation,  at  14  cents 
cubic  yards  embankment,  at  16  cents 
cubic  yards  masonry  in  culverts,  at  $5 


$50  00 

2,696  68 

2,582  40 

190  00 

5.519  08 


217 

Section  6. 

7  acres  clearing  and  grubbing,  at  $20 

43,480  cubic  yards  excavation,  at  16  cents 

16,324  cubic  yards  embankment,  at  16  cents 

550  cubic  yards  masonry,  at  $6 


Section  7. 

1,263        cubic  yards  excavation,  at  16  cents 
2,526        cubic  yards  embankment,  at  16  cents 


Section  8. 

1,732        cubic  yards  excavation,  at  16 
6,808        cubic  yards  embankment,  at  16  cents 
73        cubic  yards  masonry,  at  $6 


Section  9. 

cubic  yards  excavation,  at  14  cents 
cubic  yards  embankment,  at  14  cents 
cubic  yards  masonry,  in  culvert,  at  $7 


Section   10. 

79        cubic  yards  excavation,  at  14  cents 
3,499        cubic  yards  embankment,  at  14  cents 


Section  11. 

1,058        cubic  yards  excavation,  at  14  cents 
3,154        cubic  yards  embankment,  at  14  cents 


Section  12. 


$140  00 
6,956  80 
2,611  84 
3,300  CO 

13,008  64 

202  08 
404  16 

60(rii 

$277  12 

1.089  28 

438  00 

1.804  40 

$12  18 

1,669  64 

350  00 

2,031  82 

$11  06 
489  68 

500  92 

$U8  12 
441  56 

5S9  68 


cubic  yards  excavation,  at  14  cents  -  $189  84 

cubic  yards  embankment,  at  14  cents  -  548  38 

738  22 
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Section   13. 


660        cubic  yards  excavation,  at  14  cents 
3,277        cubic  yards  embankment,  at  14  cents 


Section  14. 

22,764        cubic  yards  embankment,  at  14  cents 
70        cubic  yards  masonry,  at  $7 


Section  14£ 

26        cubic  yards  excavation,  at  14  cents    - 
3,743        cubic  yards  embankment,  at  14  cents 


Total  cost  of  sections  .    - 

Add  for  76  yards  masonry  on  section  12,  at  $7     - 
For  40  yards  protection  wall  on  section  4,  at  $1  50 
For  turning  channel  of  Cedar  creek  on  section  5,  to  save 

two  bridges  - 

For  drains  and  ditches        - 

Total  for  grading  11  miles  of  railroad 
Add  10  per  cent  for  contingent  expenses 

Total  cost  - 

Average  cost  per  mile       - 

The  above  estimate  is  believed  to  be  sufTiciently  liberal  to  cover  the 
expense  of  bridge  and  culvert  pits,  as  well  as  all  necessary  drains  and 
ditches. 

Respectfully  submitted,  by 

T.  B.  RANSOM,  Engineer. 


$92  40 
458  78 

551  18 

$3,186  96 
490  00  ' 

3,676  96 

$3  64 
524  02 

527  66 

137,523  23 
532  00 

60  00 

250  00 

400  00 

138,765  23 
13,876  52 


-  #  1 52,64  i  75 

.   $13,876  22 


219 

Report  of  T.  B.  Ransom. 


Railroad  Office, 

La  Salle,  Nov.  25,1033. 

m  E.  Peck,  Esq. 

Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

JU  The  following  summary  '^itS^tf  STSSS 


Blroad  put  under  contract,  at  La  Sa   e  on       ^^  ^      cx. 

.thpr  miners  herewith  presented,  it   is   Dciicvcu  win  uc 
•bit  aPll  of  the  important  facts  connected  with  the   operations 


¥%&&*  SftSC*.  contracts  were  executed  (Jjrg««  £  ' 
vork  was  commenced  in  a  suitable  manner  upon  ^^^"^^ 
ine-  but  owina  1.0  the  unusual  degree  ot  sickness  of  this  season,  and  the 
ons'equent  clifficultv,  if  not  impossibility,  of  jyfbcjjHig  and  keeping .aie 
quisUe  number  of  hands,  its  progress  has  been  very  ^retarded",  sp 
inch  so  that,  upon  the  heavy  jobs,  there  are  good  «^£  "  ^"*£ 
pity  of  the  contractors  to  complete  their  work  within  the  time  spool 
Bed  in  their  agreement  with  the  State.  _       .      ■  , 

The  work  I  divided  into  sections  of  four  thousand  feet  each,  and  num- 
bered from  the  Illinois  river  each  way.  , 

The  eleven  miles  upon  the  north  side  of  the  nver  was  put  undci  the 
t^M  3U.  of  II.  K.  Curt*,  Efq.,and  the  same  extent  oM 
the  south  side  under  the  immediate  charge  of  (ft  D.  We°dwo£  ,  i-q  , 
both  of  whom  (as  well  as  the  young  gentlemen  .generally  who  have 
composed  these  parties,)  I  take  g, eat  ple-«reiQ  stating,  have  d 
charged  their  respective  duties  in  a  manner  creditable  to  themselves, 
and  beneficial  to  the  interest  of  the  State. 

Messrs.  Kenedy  and  Brookin's  job,  embracing  sections  No  .      and  2 

on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  section?  on  ^.Md^p^nX 

menced  on  section  1,  which  is  now  in  progress    In  the :  dc «p  c «t  o.  this 

section,  (requisite  in  ascending  to  the   prairie  from  La  Salle  cit)  ,   at* 

d     ance  of  about  three  feet  under  the  surface,  the  materia  jfounAto 

be  mostly  a  semi-formed  argillaceous  slate  in  their  horizontal  rtrata,*d 

.very  tenacious;  this  same  formation  is  also  found  «*«^*^ 

the  river  at  the  same  elevation;  It  is  therefore  probab  etha  til ^nderi« 

the  country  to  a  verv  considerable  extent.     A  stratum  of  iron  ore  has 

It  been  Lcove.ed'near  the  surface  on  this  section,  j^g»^ 

i probably  from  30  to  70  per  cent;  and  as    the   earth  will  doub    ess  be 

Igradcd  here  below  the  stratum  in  building  the  city,  it  may  ulumatcl)  be 

of  some  importance  to  the  State.  , 

One  or  two  strata  of  bituminous  coal  have  also  been  found  he  re  and 

j  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  though,  so  far  as  they  have  been  traced 

Ley  are   of  inconsiderable  value.     Mr.  Bigalow's  job   which     mb.aas 

the" sections    from  '2  to  14*  inclusive  on   the   soulhs.de,   <™£e»*™m 

menced  and  executed   so  far  in  a  very  neat  and  workman!*   eman   e' 

The  industry  which   has  here  characterised   his  work  give s  P*^™™ 

it  may  be  completed  within  the  time  specified  in  his  contract.     P*cuow 
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%  4,  5  and  6  are  completed,  as  well  as  the  culverts  on  sections  4,  5  and  6 
Several  other  sections  embraced  in  his  contract  are  also  well  advanced. 
From  the  work  already  done,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  expense  of  grading 
the  prairie  sections  does  not  differ  materially  from  the  original  estimate, 

I  ought  not  disguise  my  belief  that  the  ditches  for  the  excavated  pari 
of  the  work  will  be  found  insufficient,  especially  as  the  grade  line  in 
some  places  is  so  much  below  the  general  level  of  the  prairie;  for  if  the 
superstructure  comes  at  or  near  the  surface,  upon  whatsoever  plan  it 
may  be  constructed,  it  will  be  necessary  to  have  the  road-bed  well 
drained. 

Sections  1,  2,  8,  and  9,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  are  under  con- 
tract to  Cronkhite  and  Doolitlle;  of  which  section  2  is  chopped,  and  the 
grading  commenced  at  the  point  where  the  embankment  crossing  the  111 
nois  bottom  strikes  the  bluff". 

Although  the  strata  and  different  substances  which  compose  these 
bluffs  are  such  as  stated  in  my  former  communication,  it  is  found  that 
the  deeper  they  are  penetrated,  the  more  firm  and  solid  they  become; 
and, of  course,  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  the  excavation  will  be  en- 
hanced in  the  same  proportion;  indeed,  some  of  these  strata  have  all  the 
hardness  and  tenacity  of  solid  rock;  this  will  necessarily  increase  the 
expense  of  grading  at  these  points,  and  probably  bring  the  aggregate  ex- 
pense scmewhat  above  the  estimate  of  last  spring. 

The  grade  line  across  the  Illinois  bottom  was  laid  under  the  expecta- 
tion that  an  embankment  would  be  thrown  up  along  the  bank  of  the 
river  from  the  termination  of  the  railroad  embankment  to  the  bluff;  thus 
securing  several  hundred  acres  of  very  valuable  land  from  the  action 
of  the  floods.  If  this  is  not  done,  the  railroad  embankment  will  require  to 
be  at  least  two  feet  higher  than  was  then  contemplated,  and  a  broad 
waterway  be  left  at  some  appropriate  place,  to  prevent  the  damaging 
and  accumulation  of  water  during  floods,  which  it  must  be  seen  will  be 
caused  by  the  canal  and  railroad  embankments;  which,  as  they  extend 
to  the  bluffs  on  either  side  of  the  river,  will  operate  to  raise  the  floods  on 
the  upper  side  of  these  embankments,  where  formerly  they  swept  freely 
over  this  broad  span,  to  the  height  of  at  least  ten  feet,  and  force  them 
with  an  increased  velocity  along  the  main  channel  of  the  river,  and 
through  such  other  passages  as  may  be  left  open  to  their  course. 

It  will  be  seen  also  by  reference  to  the  maps,  that  the  railroad  line  being 
a  little  below, and  making  out  a  small  angle  with  theembankment  of  the 
steamboat  basin,  or  termination  of  the  canal;  and  the  channel  of  the  river 
turning  to  the  right  in  passing  down  between  them,  the  floods  will  ne- 
cessarily throw  floating  ice,  trees,  &c,  directly  upon  the  railroad  em- 
bankment, which  would  be  prevented  by  a  bank  along  the  south  side  of 
the  river;  this  bank  would  also  gradually  turn  the  current  above  in  a 
direction  to  pass  around  the  termination  of  the  railroad  line. 

A  proper  security  to  this  point  by  means  of  piles  and  slope  wall  will 
be  requisite.  Instead  of  the  latter,  however,  to  protect  the  embankment 
along  the  bottoms,  should  the  plan  of  constructing  one  along  the  river 
be  abandoned,  I  would  propose  that  small  brush  in  suitable  quantities 
be  interwoven  with  each  other  and  embedded  in  horizontal  strata  in  the 
embankment  while  it  is  being  constructed,  and  that  the  slopes  be  fur- 
ther protected  by  planting  upon  them  in  fall  or  spring  the  Bermuda  grass, 
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r  the  common  turf  of  the  prairie.  I  have  known  this  kind  of  embank- 
lent  to  resist  the  action  of  water,  ice,  &c.  better  than  the  ordinary 
ope  wall;  and  the  expense  of  this  kind  of  protection  is  evidently  much 
ess  than  the  former. 

Sections  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  have  been  commenced  in  a  very  efficient  man- 
er  by  Perry,  Wilson  &  Co.  The  third  section  has  three  bridges  and 
lie  deepest  cuttings  on  the  work.  The  remarks  made  in  reference  to  the 
laterial  to  be  excavated  on  section  2  will  also  apply  to  the  material  in 
he  deep  cuts  in  the  bluffs  on  this  section.  Between  this  point  and  the 
rairie,  as  the  grade  ascends  rapidly,  it  is  believed  that  no  material  will 
ie  found  so  difficult  to  remove  as  that  encountered  in  the  several  strata 
lelow. 

Stone  of  the  first  quality  for  the  bridge  abutments,  and  of  any  desira- 
ble dimensions,  is  found  here  in  the  most  advantageous  situations  for 
hese  works;  all  such  as  are  valuable  for  building  purposes,  and  not  re- 
uirted  in  the  work,  are  reserved  along  the  line,  to  be  disposed  of  as  the 
hterests  of  the  State  may  require. 

!  The  abutments  of  bridge  No.  1  are  well  advanced,  one  being  nearly 
[ompleted.  It  is  butjusiice  to  the  contractors  engaged  upon  these  sec- 
ions  to  remark  that  their  masonry, thus  far,  will  compare  in  neatness  and 
tabilitv  with  any  work  of  the  kind  in  the  country.  To  one  unacquaint- 
ed with  the  high  floods  of  Cedar  creek,  the  dimensions  of  the  bridges 
proposed  for  the  railroad,  and  the  character  of  the  abutments  in  progress 
Llong  its  valley,  would  doubtless  appear  to  be  a  worse  than  useless  expen- 
diture of  public  money.  But  when  it  is  known  that  although  its  bed  may 
iven  be  dry  in  summer,  yet  the  volume  of  its  water  in  the  spring  and 
[all  is  not  unfrequently  equal  to  the  ordinary  volume  of  the  Illinois  river, 
\n&  that  it  falls  more  than  200  feet  in  a  distance  of  four  miles,  bringing 
Uong  stones,  gravel,  trees,  &c.  the  necessity  of  permanent  works,  and 
.  liberal  water-way,  will  doubtless  become  apparent. 

It  is  true  that  the  work  on  the  first  four  and  a  half  miles  from  the 
^ver  is  bold  and  expensive;  and  in  consequence  of  the  unexpected  char- 
icter  of  the  material  found  in  penetrating  the  bluffs,  the  estimated  ex- 
>ense  will  be  somewhat  enhanced;  still,  when  it  is  considered  that  an 
ilevation  of  more  than  200  feet  is  overcome  in  that  distance  without  the 
lid  of  stationary  power,  in  a  good  direction,  with  grades  not  exceeding 
>3  feet  per  mile,  and  upon  curves  of  a  liberal  radius,  I  cannot  but  be- 
ieve  that  thi3  Obstacle  will  be  considered  overcome  as  facile,  and  at 
in  expense  full  as  moderate  as  could  have  been  anticipated. 

I  ought  not  to  omit  to  mention  here  my  belief  that  a  suitable  boat, 
svith  a  railroad  track  along  its  deck  to  suit  the  work,  and  proper  appen- 
lages  at  the  terminations  of  the  embankments  on  either  side  of  the  river 
;o  accommodate  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  water,  can  be  arranged  and  com- 
alcted  at  a  small  expense,  so  as  to  carry  a  train  of  cars  across  the  river 
svith  very  little  delay  and  in  perfect  safety. 

In  this  event,  and  I  doubt  not  in  any  event , works  analagous  to  those 
low  in  progress  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  for  ascending  from  the 
bottom  to  the  prairie,  will  not  only  be  very  desirable  on  the  north  side 
also,  but  indispensably  necessary. 

A  synopsis  of  the  work  already  done,  and  to  be  done,  on  this  part  of 
the  Central  railroad  is  herewith  presented. 

Respectfully.  T.  B.  RANSOM. 
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Report  of  T.  B.  Ransom. 

Railroad  Office, 

Manville,  November  28,  1838. 
To  E.  Peck,  Esq. 

Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Sir:  Oil  the  first  of  this  month  an  engineering  party  of  five  was  organ- 
ized and  put  under  the  immediate  charge  of  Wm.H.  Seymour,  Esq.,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  surveys  and  examinations  of  the  bars  and  other 
obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Illinois  river,  from  the  termination 
of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  to  the  south  line  of  the  northern  en- 
gineering district. 

Although  the  season  was  far  advanced,  it  seemed  a  favorable  time  for 
a  reconnois^ance  of  the  kind,  on  account  of  its  unusual  drought  and 
the  consequent  shoal  water  of  the  river.  A  suitable  boat  was  procured, 
and  the  field  operations  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  diligence  and  in- 
dustry; but  in  consequence  of  the  severity  of  the  weather  from  the  l3th 
to  the  20th  instant,  the  river  was  frozen  over,  which,  combined  with  the 
snow,  rendered  the  soundings  and  further  examinations  for  the  time 
impracticable.  The  examinations  up  to  this  time  had,  however,  extended 
to  all  the  obstructions  between  La  Salle  and  Peoria. 

The  valley  of  the  Illinois  river  is  a  deep  cut,  varying  from  200to300 
feet,  into  the  rich  and  luxuriant  prairie  country  through  which  it  passes; 
and,  in  ages  past,  was  evidently  the  outlet  of  a  much  greater  volume  of 
water  than  is  now  found  within  its  banks.  Indeed,  it  can  hardly  be 
doubted  that  at  least  a  portion  of  the  drainage  of  the  northern  lakes 
passed  through  this  valley  to  the  gulf  of  Mexico.  Very  low  grounds  and 
numerous  lagoons  are  frequently  found  extending,  longitudinally,  on 
cither  side  of  the  river. 

For  the  volume  of  water  that  it  now  passes,  it  is  unusuall}  deep  and 
clear,  with  a  current  so  very  sluggish  as  to  afford  but  little  resistance  to 
the  ascent  of  boats  of  any  description;  affording,  therefore,  except  at  ex- 
treme low  water,  one  of  the  best  channels  for  steamboat  communica- 
tion of  any  river  in  the  country. 

The  usual  obstructions  are  loose  sand  bars  at  or  near  the  mouths  of  the 
several  tributary  creeks  and  streams. 

Two  methods  of  improvement  obviously  present  themselves  for  adop- 
tion: one  by  means  of  jetties  or  wing-dams,  and  the  other  by  dredging, 
or  excavating  the  sand  at  the  several  bars  or  shoals. 

In  consequence  of  the  darning  or  accumulation  ofwaterin  this  river, 
by  the  high  floods  of  the  Mississippi,  the  latter  method  will  undoubtedly 
be  preferable  towards  the  mouth;  and,  from  the  character  of  the  river 
already  noticed,  it  may  also  secure  a  sufficient  depth  of  water,  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  at  least,  over  the  obstructions  in  the  upper  portions. 

For  want  of  time,  it  was  proposed  to  make  surveys  at  such  points 
only  as  obstacles  were  known  or  found  to  exist.  The  accompanying  maps 
are,  therefore,  detached  portions  of  the  river  at  these  points,  extending 
to  navigable  waters  above  and  below  the  several  shoals. 

The  following  summary  remarks,  pertaining  to  each  bar  or  shoal,  to- 
gether with  the  channels,  bars,  and  soundings  delineated  upon  the  maps, 
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will,  it  is  believed,  make  known  all  the  important  facts  connected  with 
the  obstructions  between  the  points  above  mentioned. 

Shoal  water,  varying  in  the  channel  from  four  to  eight  feet,  is  found 
opposite  Enterpize,  though  there  is  here  no  well  characterized  bar.  The 
first  serious  obstacle  below  La  Salle,  is  Spring  creek  bar,  which  is  2,000 
feet  below  the  mouth  of  that  stream,  arid  about  six  miles  from  the  termi- 
nation of  the  canal.  It  is  a  loose  sand  bar,  stretching  from  the  point  of  a 
long  peninsula  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  diagonally  down  the  stream 
to  the  opposite  bank;  the  peninsula  is  formed  by  the  river  on  one  side, 
and  a  deep  lagoon  on  the  opposite,  and  Spring  creek  on  the  third  side. 
The  bar  seems  to  have  been  caused  by  a  deposite  from  Spring  creek  dur- 
ing high  water;  at  which  time  the  peninsula  is  overflowed,  it  being  but 
one  foot  above  the  surface  at  this  stage  of  water — indeed,  the  bar  is  but  a 
continuation  of  this  peninsula.  The  channel  passes  over  about  the  middle 
of  this  bar,  and  at  right  angles  to  its  general  direction,  the  shoal  water 
being  2.1  feet.  The  river  is  here  830  feet  broad,  the  average  breadth  of 
the  bar  being  420  feet.  A  fall  of.lS  only  was  found  here  in  a  distance 
of  800  feet,  extending  from  deep  water  above  the  bar  to  deep  water 
below.  On  the  lower  side,  the  shoal  falls  off  abruptly,  giving  a  depth  of 
eight  feet  at  a  distance  of  fifty  feet  from  the  lower  line  of  soundings. 

As  the  causes  of  this  obstruction  arc  still  in  operation,  it  is  believed 
that  the  best  permanent  improvement  at  this  place  will  be  a  jettee,  ex- 
tending from  a  suitable  point  on  the  left  bank  upwards,  and  partially 
£  cross  the  river;  this  would  raise  the  water  above,  and,  by  contracting 
it  into  a  channel  around  its  termii  ation,  produce  a  current  there  and  a 
short  distance  below,  which  would  doubtless  give  the  requisite  depth  of 
water. 

An  abundance  of  stone  for  such  a  structure  is  found  along  Spring 
creek,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  this  bar.  Logs  and  uprooted  trees 
are  frequently  found  along  the  river,  sometimes  partially  imbedded  in  the 
sand,  and  extending  crosswise  of  the  stream;  with  these  exceptions  a 
good  channel  is  found  from  Spring  creek  bar  to  the  head  of  Canan-wood 
island:  here,  a  loose  sand  bar  extends  from  the  head  of  this  island,  in  an 
oblique  direction  to  the  channel,  which  is  under  the  right  bank  of  the 
river;  this  channel  varies  from  150  to  200  feet  in  breadth,  and  has  a 
minimum  depth  of  five  feet  in  the  centre. 

One  mile  and  a  half  below  this  island,  we  come  to  Negro  creek,  which 
comes  io  through  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and  has  here  deposited  a 
bar  of  400  feet  in  length  and  250  in  breadth,  extending  longitudinally  in 
the  river  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  creek.  At  this  stage  of  water  it  is 
about  one  foot  above  the  surface,  and  extends  from  the  middle  of  the 
river  nearly  to  the  right  shore.  The  river  is  here  980  feet  wide,  the 
channel  varying  from  150  to  200  feet  in  width,  with  a  minimum  depth  of 
five  feet,  passes  between  the  east  side  of  this  bar  and  a  jjshoal  extending 
along  the  leit  bank.  This  shoal  is  doubtless  formed  by  several  large 
trees  which  have  lodged  along  the  bank  of  the  river  and  are  now  em- 
bedded in  the  sand.  The  two  last  obstacles,  it  will  be  seen,  are  by  no 
means  serious,  the  shoalest  water  being  five  feet;  the  last  would  un- 
doubtedly be  sufficiently  obviated  by  removing  the  logs  and  trees  to 
which  reference  has  been  made. 
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Opposite  the  mouth  of  Bureau  creek,  two  and  a  half  miles  above  Hen- 
nepin, a  broad  shoal  makes  out  from  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  though  a 
channel  sufficiently  broad  and  deep  for  boats  at  this  stage  of  water  is 
found  along  the  right  bank. 

The  next  obstacle  is  at  the  head  of  Hennepin  island,  about  one  and  a 
half  miles  below  Bureau  creek,  at  which  place  an  extensive  shoal  spreads 
from  the  head  of  that  island,  laterally^  across  the  liver  and  to  some  dis- 
tance above.  The  main  channel  runs  from  the  mouth  of  Bureau  creek 
across  to  the  left  bank,  nearly  opposite  to  the  head  of  the  island;  thence 
between  the  island  and  the  left  bank,  varying  in  breadth  from  iUO  to 
150  feet,  with  a  minimum  depth  of  2.3  feet.  This  island,  as  well  as  the 
shoal  above  it,  are  doubtless  a  deposite  from  Bureau  creek — the  bar  is 
a  loose  sand  formation  similar  to  those  described  above.  A  permanent 
improvement  here  would  require  either  a  dam  from  the  island  to  the 
right  shore,  or  jetties  from  that  shore  to  the  head  of  thejisland,  by  means 
of  which  the  stream  would  be  turned  through  the  channel  along  the  left 
bank,  and  thus  secure  a  sufficient  depth  of  water. 

The  next  obstruction  is  found  about  half  of  a  mile  below  Hennepin. 
The  river  is  here  830  feet  wide;  an  irregular  undulating  shoal  of  light 
moving  sand,  nearly  half  of  a  mile  in  length,  extends  quite  across  the 
stream,  having  upon  it  a  mean  depth  of  water  of  about  two  feet.  It  will 
be  seen  by  the  soundings  that  the  depth  of  water  is  here  very  irregular. 
No  distinct  channel  could  be  discovered,  but  ridges  and  channels  par- 
tially traversing  the  stream,  generally  at  right  angles,  were  found  in  va- 
rious ph.ces,  occasioned,  it  is  believed,  by  the  trees  and  logs  which  were 
found  in  the  bottom  more  or  less  imbedded  in  the  sand. 

These  are  necessarily  very  dangerous  for  boats,  more  especially  as  the 
sluggishness  of  the  current  here  produces  no  discernible  ripple.  It  is 
probable  that  by  removing  these  and  excavating  the  sand  to  some  ex- 
tent, a  channel  of  sufficient  depth  would  be  obtained  for  sometime;  but 
as  the  sand  at  this  place  is  so  exceedingly  light  anc1  moveable,  a  more  per- 
manent method  of  improvement  would  be  to  construct  one  or  more  wing- 
dams  as  proposed  at  Spring  creek.  From  this  bar  the  water  is  suffici- 
ciently  deep  for  a  distance  of  about  six  miles,  where  a  sand  bar  is  found 
extending  from  the  head  of  a  low  sand  island  diagonally  across  the 
stream,  the  upper  point  being  800  feet  above  the  island  on  the  right 
bank,  and  the  lower  point  terminating  upon  another  sand  island  800  feet 
below  the  upper  one,  near  the  left  bank. 

The  channel  is  here  near  the  right  shore,  theshoalest  water  being  2.2 
feet.  At  this  point,  the  river  is  800  feet  wide.  Logs  and  trees  were  found 
embedded  in  various  places  on  this  bar-,  by  removing  these  and  excava- 
ting about  1,000  cubic  yards  of  sand,  a  channel  sufficiently  broad  and 
deep  would  doubtless  be  produced  along  the  right  bank  for  all  stages  of 
water.  A  small  stream  emptying  in  through  the  left  bank,  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  above,  has  doubtless  furnished  the  materials  for  the 
present  obstruction. 

From  this  place  deep  water  is  found  to  the  mouth  of  Sandy  creek, 
near  Henry;  here  a  very  loose  moving  sand-bar  extends  around  the 
mouth  of  the  creek,  which  comes  in  upon  the  left  bank.  The  channel 
is  said  to  change  its  place,  more  or  less,  from  year  to  year;  the  present 
one,  however,  is  under  the  right  bank  where  the  bar  is  narrower  than  at 
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any  other  place,  being  only  300  feel  across.  The  shoalest  water  found  in 
the  channel  was  3.2  feet.  Trees  and  logs  were  also  found  in  this  chan- 
nel. The  removal  of  these  and  the  excavation  of  about  1,400  cubic  yards 
of  sand  would  probably  be  the  cheapest  method  of  improving  the  navi- 
gation at  this  place.  One  mile  below  Henry,  at  Willow  island,  a  sand 
bar  was  found,  as  also  at  the  mouth  of  Crow  creek;  but  at  each  of  these 
places  channels  sufficiently  broad  and  deep  for  all  stages  of  water  were 
discovered. 

From  the  mouth  of  Crow  creek,  there  are  no  obstructions  to  the  navi- 
gation as  far  as  Peoria;  at  which  place  the  examinations  were  discon- 
tinued. 

From  the  shoalness  of  the  water  in  the  channels,  at  some  of  the  bars 
which  have  been  described  above,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  navigation  of 
the  river  at  this  stage  of  water,  with  any  class  of  steamboats  now  in  use, 
must  be  entirely  suspended;  this,  indeed,  has  been  the  case  for  more  than 
two  months  past. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  add,  that  this  suspension  to  the  navigation  of  the 
river  is  attended  with  very  serious  evils  to  the  thousands  of  inhabitants 
who  are  already  settled  along  its  fertile  valleys,  and  who  at  this 
time  depend  upon  it  as  a  means  of  communication  with  their  market. 
This  evil  is  more  particularly  enhanced  at  this  time,  as  it  is  a  season  of 
the  year  when  their  produce  is  ready  for  transportation,  and  a  supply  of 
groceries,  merchandize,  &c,  is  necessary  for  their  use  and  comfort  dur- 
ing the  coming  winter. 

From  the  unparalleled  increase  of  the  population  of  this  section  of  the 
country,  and  the  strong  inducements  that  will,  for  many  years,  still  be 
afforded  for  augmenting  this  population,  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that 
the  real  wants  and  requirements  of  this  section  abundantly  justify  the 
prospective  and  liberal  policy  which  has  thus  far  characterised  the  leg- 
islative provisions  of  the  State  in  relation  to  the  present  system  of  inter- 
nal improvements. 

The  difficulty,  if  not  impossibility,  of  ascertaining  the  number  of  logs, 
trees,  &c,  that  should  be  removed,  as  well  as  the  expense  incident  to 
such  removal — the  amount  and  character  of  the  excavation  that  may  be 
required,  and  the  expense,  per  yard,  of  procuring  stone  at  the  different 
points  where  this  kind  of  improvement  has  been  proposed — will,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, be  sufficient  reason  for  excusing  any  attempt  at  an  estimate  of 
the  probable  expense  of  these  several  improvements  which  have  been 
glanced  at  so  hastily  at  the  present  time. 

Approximate  estimates  will,  however,  be  prepared  and  presented  as 
soon  as  time  will  permit. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

T.  B.  RANSOM,  Engineer, 
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Report  of  T.  B.  Ransom. 

Railroad  Office, 

Manville,  Nov.  28,  1838. 
To  E.  Peck,  Esq. 

Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Sir;  I  herewith  transmit  a  statement  of  the  facts  as  well  as  maps  and 
profiles  pertaining  to  the  location  of  the  Central  railroad,  northerly  and 
southerly  from  the  termination  of  the  eleven  miles  of  the  same  on  each 
side  of  the  Illinois  river,  located  last  spring. 

In  August,  two  engineering  parties  were  organized  for  the  above 
mentioned  purpose.  Wm.  H.  Seymour,  Esq.  was  placed  in  charge  of 
one  at  the  northern  termination,  with  directions  to  pursue  the  most 
"direct  and  eligible  route"  to  connect  with  the  surveys  from  Galena, 
that  should  be  deemed  consistent  with  economy  in  crossing  the  interme- 
diate streams  and  ridges.  Geo.  W.  Gilson,  Esq.  was  also  placed  in 
charge  of  the  party  at  the  southern  termination,  with  similar  instructions 
in  relation  to  that  point  and  Bloomington. 

It  is  but  justice  to  these  engineers,  as  well  as  to  the  young  gentlemen, 
generally  who  have  composed  their  parties,  to  remark  that  their  field 
operations  have  been  conducted  in  the  most  prompt  and  satisfactory 
manner. 

The  results  of  Mr.  Seymour's  operations  areas  follows: 

Direction. 

The  tangent  at  the  termination  of  the  eleven  miles  was  continued  as 
far  as  Bureau  creek,  a  distance  of  eighteen  and  a  fourth  miles  from 
La  Salle,  from  the  surveys  of  lastyear.  This  was  considered  the  most  fa- 
vorable point  to  cross  this  stream;  here  the  direction  was  changed 
12  degrees  to  the  right  on  a  radius  of  10,000  feet,  in  order  to  pass  the 
Inlet  creek  at  a  point  ascertained  to  be  the  least  expensive;  this  last 
tangent  was  continued  as  far  as  the  location  was  made,  and  if  prolonged 
wouid  strike  Rock  river  about  two  miles  above  Dixon's  ferry. 

Topography  and  General  Description. 

The  first  obstacle  encountered  is  at  Negro  creek,  eleven  and  a  half  miles 
from  the  river.  Here  a  valley  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  wide,  with  a 
general  depression  of  twenty-five  feet,  and  a  steep  abrupt  bank  on  the 
south  side,  is  traversed  nearly  at  right  angles  by  the  railroad  line.  Al- 
though this  stream  bed  is  frequently  dry  in  summer,  it  drains  a  great  ex- 
tent of  prairie,  and  is  therefore  swollen  to  a  large  size  in  the  fall  and 
spring.  A  bridge  of  thirty  feet  span  and  thirteen  feet  in  height,  with  a 
grade  on  the  south  side  of  thirty-two  feet  per  mile  for  a  short  distance, 
will  be  necessary;  an  easy  grade  from  this  bridge  northerly  is  obtained 
for  a  distance  ot  about  two  miles,  from  which  a  grade  of  forty  feet  per 
mile  must  be  adopted,  for  one  and  a  fourth  miles,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
summit  between  Illinois  river  and  Bureau  creek. 
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From  Negro  creek  to  the  Inlet,  the  prairie  becomes  much  more  rol- 
ling and  uneven  than  it  is  further  south.  Cuts  and  embankments  varying 
from  five  to  fifteen  feet  become  frequently  necessary,  as  these  undula- 
tions or  swells,  with  broad  valleys  between,  are  passed  nearly  at  right 
angles  by  the  railroad  line. 

At  a  distance  of  fifteen  and  a  half  miles  from  La  Salle,  we  arrive  at 
the  summit  before  mentioned,  on  an  ascending  grade  of  thirty  feet  per 
mile  for  a  short  distance,  this  point  being  three  hundred  and  eighty-six 
feet  above  the  Illinois  river. 

The  grade  northerly  from  this  point  is  unobjectionable  as  far  as  Pike 
creek,  a  distance  of  one  and  a  half  miles.  This  creek  has  a  very  broad 
valley,  and  will  require  a  bridge  of  the  same  span  and  height  as  proposed 
at  Negro  creek.  The  grade  northerly  from  this  stream  is  also  very  easy 
for  a  distance  of  about  one  mile.  Eighteen  and  one-third  miles  from  the 
Illinois  bluff  we  arrive  at  Bureau  creek,  situated  in  a  deep  valley  not 
exceeding  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  broad.  A  bridge  of  forty  feet  span 
and  twenty-four  in  height  will  here  be  requisite,  with  a  descending  grade 
on  the  south  side  of  forty  feet  per  mile  for  a  distance  of  one  and  a  fourth 
miles.  From  this  stream  northerly,  an  ascending  grade  of  thirty-five 
feet  per  mile  for  about  one  and  three-fourths  miles  must  be  adopted;  the 
succeeding  two  and  a  half  miles  admit  of  an  easy  grade  with  medium 
cuts  and  embankment,  which  brings  us  to  the  foot  of  the  principal  ridge; 
here  commences  a  steep  grade  of  forty-six  feet  per  mile  for  one  and  a 
half  miles,  which  continues  to  the  summit  between  the  Illinois  and  Rock 
rivers.  This  point  is  found  to  be  four  hundred  and  eighty-nine  feet  above 
the  Illinois,  and  twenty-four  and  one-sixth  miles  from  La  Salle.  A 
very  gradual  descent  next  occurs  for  three-fourths  of  a  mile  to  the  north- 
ern declivity  of  the  ridge,  where  a  grade  of  at  least  sixty-four  feet  per 
mile  for  a  distance  of  two  and  one-third  miles,  with  cuts  and  embank- 
ments ranging  from  ten  to  nineteen  feet,  becomes  unavoidable.  From 
the  foot  of  this  ridge,  easy  undulating  grades,  with  light  cuts  and  em- 
bankments, mostly  through  sand  ridges,  descend  to  the  Inlet  cieek,  dis- 
tant from  La  Salle  twenty-eight  and  two-thirds  of  a  mile.  The  line  passes 
this  stream  at  a  very  favorable  point,  avoiding  the  low  bottoms  found 
above  and  below,  and  affording  good  foundations  for  a  bridge  upon  a 
stratum  of  limestone,  which  is  found  a  few  feet  under  the  surface  at  this 
place.  The  creek  here  is  in  a  valley  eighteen  feet  deep  and  two  hun- 
dred across.  A  bridge  of  fifty  feet  span  and  thirteen  in  height  will  give 
sufficient  water-way  for  the  stream.  A  gradual  ascent  from  this  point 
is  found  to  a  distance  of  thirty  miles  from  La  Salle;  at  which  point  the 
location  was  discontinued. 

The  last  four  and  a  half  miles  of  the  line  pass  through  scattering 
timber,  though  of  small  growth  and  inconsiderable  value,  the  soil  being 
very  shallow  and  sandy.  The  ridge  mentioned  above  is  composed 
mostly  of  a  coarser  and  more  compact  sand,  which,  from  appearances, 
would  at  the  depth  of  five  or  six  feet  be  difficult  to  remove.  This  ridge 
extends  many  miles  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  point  where  it  is  tra- 
versed by  the  line;  though  it  is  believed  that  a  better  grade  would  be 
attainable  some  miles  further  to  the  west,  passing  a  few  miles  easterly 
of  the  head  of  the  Winnebago  swamp;  from  which  to  Rock  river  an 
almost  level  prairie  intervenes.  Further  examinations  along  this  part  of 
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Inlet  creeks,  at  points  less  favorable  than  those  mentioned  above,  would 
doubtless  be  warranted,  could  a  more  favorable  point  of  passing  this 
ridge  be  discovered.  Should  this  not  be  the  case,  it  may  be  preferable 
to  make  such  curves  and  re-curves  in  the  present  line  as  to  pass  this 
ridge  obliquely,  and  thus,  by  increasing  the  distance,  somewhat  dimin- 
ish the  steepness  of  the  grades,  as  well  as  the  banks  and  cuttings  on 
either  side.  Eighteen  culverts,  varying  from  three  to  six  feet  span, 
will  be  necessary  on  this  line,  the  stone  for  which  must  be  taken  from 
the  bluffs  of  the  Illinois  and  Little  Vermilion,  or  Spring  creek  and  the 
Inlet. 

The  only  timber  traversed  by  this  line  is  that  noticed  at  the  Inlet  and 
a  narrow  grove  at  Bureau  creek;  valuable  groves  are,  however,  situated 
on  either  side,  varying  in  distance  from  three  to  ten  miles  of  the  line. 

Mr.  Gilson's  operations  on  the  south  side  of  the  Illinois  give  the  fol- 
lowing result : 

Direction. 

The  tangent  at  the  termination  of  the  eleven  miles  was  continued  to 
the  north  line  of  McLean  county,  a  distance  of  nineteen  miles,  or  thirty 
from  the  Illinois  river. 

Topography  and  General  Description. 

The  whole  extent  of  this  nineteen  miles  is  on  a  high  prairie,  with  very 
few  valleys  or  undulations,  having  a  deep  rich  soil,  varying  from  one 
and  a  half  to  three  feet  deep,  and  underlaid  by  a  formation  more  or  less 
argillaceous. 

The  commencement  is  at  an  elevation  above  the  Illinois  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  feet,  and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  very  gentle 
undulations,  a  gradual  ascent  is  found  to  a  distance  of  2.6  miles,  which 
is  the  summit  between  Cedar  and  Sandy  creeks.  This  point  is  thirty- 
seven  feet  above  the  commencement,  or  two  hundred  and  seventy-four 
above  the  river.  At  distance  of  five  miles  from  this  summit,  we  arrive 
at  Sandy  creek,  in  a  valley  about  two  miles  broad,  the  lowest  point  of 
which  is  one  hundred  feet  below  the  summit  mentioned  above.  This 
would  give  a  uniform  grade  of  thirty  feet  per  mile,  but  the  mile  adja- 
cent to  the  creek  will  require  a  grade  of  about  thirty-five  feet  per 
mile;  a  similar  grade  will  be  requisite  in  ascending  the  opposite  inclina- 
tion of  the  valley  for  about  the  same  distance.  A  bridge  of  thirty  feet 
span  and  fourteen  feet  high  will  be  necessary  at  this  creek;  from  the 
valley  of  which,  we  find  a  very  even  surface,  though  gradually  ascending 
till  we  arrive  at  the  south  line  of  the  county,  where  the  elevation  is  two 
hundred  and  ninety-one  feet  above  the  Illinois  river. 

Five  or  six  small  culverts  will  be  necessary  to  pass  the  tributaries  of 
Sandy  creek,  suitable  stone  for  which  as  well  as  for  the  bridge  abut- 
ments can  be  obtained  along  that  stream  but  a  short  distance  from  the 
line.     Timber  suitable  for  the  superstructure  of  the  road  can  be  obtained 
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along  this  creek  also,  and  the  head  waters  of  the  Vermilion,  at  distances: 
varying  from  two  to  six  miles.  It  should  be  remarked  that  this  tangent 
is  nearly  on  the  right  line  between  the  termination  of  the  canal  and  Bloo- 
mington,  and  probably  presents  as  few  obstacles  to  the  economical  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  as  any  other  of  the  same  extent  in  the  country. 

As  the  field  operations  are  but  just  completed,  I  am  unable  at  this  time 
to  present  all  the  necessary  plans,  estimates,  &c,  that  are  required  on 
this  part  of  the  work;  these  are,  however,  in  progress,  and  will  be  trans- 
mitted in  due  time. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

T.  B.  RANSOM,  Engineer, 
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DOCUMENT 

Accompanying  the  Report  of  M.  K.  Alexander,  Commissioner,  to  the  Board  of  Public 

Works. 


Report  of  J.   W.  Hoyt,  Engineer  for  the  Eastern  Engineering  District. 

Paris,  Illinois,  June  1.  1838. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Gentlemen:  Having  been  appointed  to  make  the  surveys  of  the  pro- 
posed railroads  in  the  eastern  engineering  district  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, in  compliance  with  the  law  to  establish  and  maintain  a  general  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements,  and  having  attended  to  the  service  under 
the  direction  of  one  of  your  Board,  Milton  K.  Alexander,  Esq.,  acting 
Commissioner  for  the  fourth  judicial  circuit,  I  now  respectfully  present 
the  following  report  in  relation  thereto,  with  the  estimates,  plans  and 
profiles  of  the  routes  surveyed. 

Immediately  after  appointment,  I  reported  myself  to  the  acting  Com- 
missioner for  the  fourth  judicial  circuit,  and  received  instructions  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  city  of  New  York,  to  procure  the  necessary  instruments,  and 
to  engage  the  requisite  assistants  for  the  surveys.  After  complying  with 
these  instructions,  I  returned  to  Illinois  on  the  Sth  of  June,  1837,  and 
immediately  organized  the  first  engineering  corps. 

Central  Branch  Railroad. 

With  the  first  corps  I  commenced  the  experimental  surveys  at  Terre 
Haute,  in  Indiana,  for  the  location  of  this  road,  and  continued  them 
eighteen  and  one-half  miles  to  Paris,  Edgar  county,  Illinois,  the  last  town 
in  the  State  through  which  the  location  is  required  to  be  made;  but  as 
the  country  was  found  to  be  much  broken  and  covered  with  a  dense 
forest,  time  for  a  minute  examination  became  necessary;  and  it  was  not 
until  two  hundred  miles  of  experimental  lines  had  been  traced,  that  the 
approximate  location  was  obtained.  This  location  passes  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  State  near  the  head  waters  of  Middleton's  creek,  about 
one  mile  north  of  a  direct  line  from  Terre  Haute  to  Paris,  and  continues 
nine  miles  straight,  over  a  very  level  and  heavy  timbered  country,  to 
Sugar  creek,  a  small  stream  that  runs  two  miles  east  of  Paris,  and  flows 
into  Wabash  river  three  miles  below  Terre  Haute.  From  this  creek  a 
deflection  of  about  fifty  degrees  to  the  left,  on  a  radius  of  three  thousand 
feet,  and  the  maximum  grade  of  forty  feet  to  the  mile,became  necessary 
to  ascend  the  elevated  table  land  on  which  the  town  of  Paris  is  situated; 
and  the  country  being  somewhat  undulating,  several  tressle  bridges  and 
heavy  embankments  will  be  required  for  the  graduation  of  the  road. 

The  next  point  being  Charleston,  in  Coles  county,  I  continued  the  ex- 
perimental surveys  from  Paris  to  that  town,  and,  finding  the  topography 
of  the  country  favorable,  located  the  approximate  line  from  the  proposed 
depot,  situated  about  five  hundred  feet  north  of  the  court  house  at  Paris, 
direct  to  Charleston,  a  distance  of  twenty-seven  miles.  This  line  passes 
over  a  level  prairie,  requiring  but  little  grubbing  and  clearing,  and  light 
excavations  and  embankments  for  nineteen  miles,  to  a  point  four  and  one- 
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half  miles  east  of  Embarrass  river,  where  the  timber  commences,  and  the 
country  becomes  more  broken;  and  as  the  line  advances  towards  the 
river,  heavy  excavations  and  embankments  are  to  be  encountered;  and 
to  cross  it  a  bridge  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  feet  m  length  will  be  re- 
quired. After  passing  Embarrass  river,  the  country  still  continues  bro- 
ken, and  will  require  cutting  and  filling  from  five  to  forty  feet,  for  about- 
one  mile,  where  the  grade  intersects  a  level  prairie  which  continues 
without  interruption  to  Charleston. 

Shelby ville, in  Shelby  county,  being  the  next  and  last  point  in  the 
eastern  district,  I  continued  the  experimental  surveys  from  Charleston  to 
that  town,  and  found  after  a  thorough  examination  of  the  country,  that 
it  was  advisable  to  iun  by  a  reversed  curve,  northwesterly  from  Charles- 
ton, two  miles,  to  avoid  the  broken  ground  adjacent  to  Muddy  and 
Kickapoo  creeks;  after  passing  which,  the  line  was  continued  thirty 
and  one-half  miles  direct,  but  three  degrees  from  a  straight  course  to- 
wards Shelby  ville,  to  Kaskaskia  river;  and  as  the  river  passes  within 
three  thousand  feet,  and  is  one  hundred  and  twelve  feel  below  the  town, 
much  difficulty  was  found  in  selecting  a  favorable  crossing.  After  a  tho- 
rough examination  of  the  country  for  six  miles,  both  north  and  south  of 
Shelbyville,  it  was  found  advisable  to  pass  the  Kaskaskia  nearly  opposite 
to  the  town,  eighty-five  feet  above  low  water  mark;  and  by  a  deep  cut 
at  the  village  of  Shelbyville,  the  grades  of  the  Central  Branch  and  Cen- 
tral roads  are  brought  upon  the  same  horizontal  plane.  The  country 
between  Charleston  and  Shelbyville  over  which  the  line  is  located  is 
generally  a  level  prairie,  and  no  difficulties  are  to  be  encountered  in 
graduating  the  road,  with  the  exception  of  crossing  Kaskaskia  river 
and  the  adjoining  valley,  which  will  require  heavy  embankments  and  an 
expensive  bridge. 

Northern  Cross  Railroad. 

By  the  act  establishing  the  internal  improvements,  this  road  is  requir- 
ed to  be  located  in  the  eastern  district,  as  follows,  viz:  through  the  towns 
of  Decatur,  Macon  county,  Sydney,  Champaign  county,  Danville,  Ver- 
milion county,  and  to  the  east  line  of  the  State,  in  the  direction  of  Lafay- 
ette, in  Indiana. 

With  the  second  engineering  corps,  which  was  organized  on  the  1st  of 
July,  1837, 1  commenced  the  surveys  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  ?t 
Danville,  by  examining  the  topography  of  Big  Vermilion  river,  which 
it  was  found  necessary  to  pass,  and  selected  two  crossing  places  for  a 
minute  examination;  the  first  located  near  the  upper,  and  the  second 
near  the  lower  end  of  Danville.  Over  the  first  crossing  I  ran  two  lines, 
one  descending  with  the  maximum  grade  of  forty  feet  to  the  mile,  passed 
the  river  seventy-five  feet  above  low  water  mark,  and  continued  up  a 
very  broken  valley, for  about  five  thousand  feet,  to  the  level  prairie;  the 
other  passed  the  river  near  the  same  place,  eighty  feet  above  low  water 
mark,  and  immediately  ascended  to  the  surface  of  the  prairie.  Both  of 
these  lines  were  found  very  unfavorable,  requiring  heavy  embankments 
upon  the  Danville  side — the  one  a  sinuous  location  up  the  valley  before 
mentioned,  the  other  a  very  heavy  cut  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
The  survey  of  the  lower    crossing  was  commenced   in  and   continued 
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down  Hazle  street.in  Danville,  nearly  to  the  river,  and  passing  seventy-five 
feet  above  low  water  mark,  was  continued  up  a  deep  valley  requiring 
but  little  cutting  and  filling,  and  over  a  level  prairie  for  three  thousand 
feet,  where  the  ascending  grade  of  forty  ieet  to  the  mile  intersected  the 
surface  of  the  ground.  As  the  graduations  upon  this  line  were  found  to 
be  much  less,  and  no  other  expenses  to  exceed  the  upper  crossings,  it  was 
adopted  as  the  most  favorable  location  of  the  road. 

After  passing  the  Big  Vermilion,  the  surveys  were  continued  on  a 
direct  course  to  Sydney;  but  as  the  country  proved  very  broken,  the 
line  was  deflected  to  the  left,  and  run  over  a  level  prairie  to  Butler's 
point,  situated  near  Danville  and  Sydney  road,  about  six  miles  from 
Danville  village.  At  Butler's  the  line  had  passed  the  broken  ground 
that  prevented  a  direct  location  from  the  crossing  of  Vermilion  river,  and 
as  there  was  no  obstruction  it  was  continued  direct,  seventeen  and  one- 
half  miles  over  a  very  level  prairie,  to  Sydney. 

From  Sydney  two  experimental  lines  were  traced  to  Decatur;  and 
finding  the  country  favorable,  the  approximate  location  was  made  direct 
between  these  two  towns,  a  distance  of  forty-eight  miles.  This  line  for 
much  of  the  distance  passes  over  a  dry  prairie  requiring  but  little  gra- 
duation, with  the  exception  of  crossing  Sangamon  river,  four  and  one- 
half  miles  east  of  Decat'ir,  where  a  bridge  of  two  hundred  feet  in  length 
will  be  necessary. 

From  Danville  to  the  east  line  of  the  State,  in  the  direction  of  Lafay- 
ette, in  Indiana,  I  traced  an  experimental  line,  and  continued  it  to  Wil- 
liamsport,  a  town  situated  on  Wabash  river,  near  a  direct  course  be- 
tween Danville  and  Lafayette.  After  obtaining  a  thorough  knowledge 
of  the  topography  of  Williamsport  and  the  adjacent  country,  the  ap- 
proximate location  was  commenced  at  Danville,  and  continues  nine 
miles  straight  to  the  east  line  of  the  State,  as  near  a  direct  course  to- 
wards Lafayette  as  it  was  practicable  to  build  the  road.  This  location 
is  generally  over  a  level  prairie,  presenting  but  little  obstruction  to- 
building  the  road,  with  the  exception  of  crossing  Stoney  creek  and  the 
adjacent  valley,  which  require  only  a  large  stone  culvert  and  an  em- 
bankment of  about  twenty  feet  in  height  and  eighteen  hundred  in 
length. 

Central  Railroad. 

The  towns  designated  in  the  eastern  district  by  the  act  establishing 
the  internal  improvements,  through  which  this  road  is  required  to  be 
located,  being  Decatur,  Macon  county,  Shelbyville,  Shelby  county,  and 
Vandalia,  Fayette  county,  I  commenced  the  surveys  at  Decatur,  and 
ran  an  experimental  line  direct  to  Shelbyville;  but  as  the  ground  con- 
tiguous to  the  crossing  of  Sangamon  river,  about  one  mile  south  of  De- 
catur, was  found  much  broken,  it  became  necessary  to  examine  minute- 
ly the  topography  of  the  river,  to  obtain,  if  practicable,  a  more  favora- 
ble crossing.  This  examination  resulted  in  selecting  the  place  for  pas- 
sing the  river  about  one  thousand  feet  west  of  a  straight  line  from  De- 
catur to  Shelbyville,  and  the  approximate  location  was  made  direct 
from  Decatur  one  mile  to  this  crossing;  and,  passing  the  river  fifty-five  feet 
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above  its  waters,  was  continued  on  the  same  course  four  miles,  where  a 
deflection  of  twenty-four  degrees  to  the  left  became  necessary.  From 
this  deflection  the  line  continues  straight  twenty-six  and  one-half  miles 
to  Shelbyville,  from  which  the  first  experimental  line  to  Vandalia  was 
run  direct;  but  as  it  crossed  Kaskaskia  river  several  times,  and  continu- 
ed much  of  the  distance  on  its  bluffs,  it  was  found  wholly  impracticable; 
and  a  second  line  was  traced  from  Vandalia  northerly,  to  secure,  if  pos- 
sible, distance  sufficient  on  the  west  side  of  Kaskaskia  river  to  enable  a 
direct  location  to  be  made  for  the  remainder  of  the  distance;  but  the 
broken  ground  contiguous  to  Ramsay's  and  Beck's,  Cold  Spring  and 
Robinson's  creeks,  prevented;  and  it  was  not  until  several  lines  had 
been  traced,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  country  obtained,  that 
the  approximate  location  was  completed.  This  location  passes  from 
the  village  of  Shelbyville  thirty-two  degrees  to  the  right  of  a  direct  line 
to  Vandalia  for  three  and  one-half  miles  to  Robinson's  creek,  wnere  a 
deflection  of  thirty-three  degrees  to  the  left  was  made,  and  the  line  con- 
tinued on  a  tangent  five  miles,  where  a  deflection  of  three  degrees  to  the 
right  became  necessary;  and  from  this  curve  the  line  was  continued  di- 
rect, passing  Beck's  and  Ramsay's  creeks  about  six  miles  from  Kaskas- 
kia river,  to  a  point  about  four  miles  northwest  of  Vandalia,  where  an- 
other deflection  to  the  left  was  made;  and  from  this  curve  the  line  was 
located  straight  to  Vandalia. 

The  country  between  Decatur  and  Shelbyville,  over  which  the  line 
is  located, is,  in  general,  a  level  wet  prairie;  and  to  protect  the  railway 
from  water,  the  grade  for  much  of  the  distance  will  be  from  two  to  five 
feet  above  its  surface.  No  other  impediments  are  presented  to  building 
the  road,  with  the  exception  of  crossing  Sangamon  river  and  valley  ad- 
joining it,  which  will  require  heavy  embankments  and  a  bridge  of  about 
two  hundred  feet  in  length.  From  Shelbyville  to  Vandalia,  the  country 
is  broken  by  the  valleys  offRobinson's,  Cold  Spring,  Beck's,  and  Ram- 
say's creeks,  all  of  which  it  will  be  necessary  to  pass;  and  the  gradua- 
tions of  the  road  in  many  places  must  be  made  by  deep  cuttings  and 
fillings,  instead  of  light  embankments  of  borrowed  earth  taken  from  side 
ditches,  which,  from  thelevelness  of  the  country,  is  more  often  required. 

For  more  details  respecting  the  locations  of  the  roads,  I  refer  the 
honorable  Board  to  the  annexed  tables  and  the  accompanying  plans 
and  profiles  of  the  routes  surveyed. 

Construction. 

The  first  object  claiming  attention  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad,  is 
the  graduation  or  reduction  to  a  series  of  planes,  of  certain  inclinations 
and  widths,  the  country  over  which  the  line  is  located. 

The  planes  of  the  roads  in  the  eastern  district  are  to  be  formed  from 
fourteen  to  fifteen  feet  in  width,  and  to  have  any  inclinations  not  exceed- 
ing the  rate  of  forty  feet  to  the  mile.  The  ground  thus  graduated  will 
admit  of  a  single  railway  to  be  laid  upon  it,  formed  for  both  horse  and 
locomotive  power.  The  method  proposed  to  obtain  these  planes,  is  by 
bridging  over  the  rivers  and  deep  valleys,  and  constructing  culverts  of 
wood  or  stone  over  small  streams;  and  by  excavating  the  ground  above, 
and,  with  the  material  excavated,  embanking  the  valleys  and  ground  be- 
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low  the  grade  lines.  Where  the  excavations  exceed  the  embankments, 
the  surplus  is  to  be  thrown  out  upon  the  sides  of  the  cuts,  or  wasted  in 
spoil-banks  in  the  most  convenient  places;  but  where  the  embankments 
exceed  the  excavations,  the  excess  is  to  be  supplied  by  earth  taken  from 
side  diteh;:s,  excavated  parallel  with  the  outside  slopes  of  the  embank- 
ments, the  inclinations  of  the  sides  of  the  embankments  varying  Irom 
forty  to  sixty  degrees,  and  the  sides  of  the  excavations  to  be  according 
to  the  material  excavated,  and  will  incline  from  thirty  to  eighty  degrees. 
Thesurface  of  the  ground,  previous  to  receivingthe  embankments,  is 
to  be  cleared  from  all  vegetable  matter;  and  where  trees  and  saplings 
are  found  on  all  cuts,  and  where  the  embankments  are  less  than  four 
feet  in  height,  they  are  to  be  grubbed,  together  with  the  roots  above  the 
surface  of  the  ground;  but  where  the  embankments  exceed  four  feet  in 
height,  the  trees,  bushes,  &c,  are  to  be  cut  close  to  the  surface  of  the 
ground  and  removed,  with  all  other  vegetable  matter,  to  a  distance  of  at 
least  forty  feet  from  the  centre  of  the  road.  All  trees,  bushes,  &c,  that 
occur  outside  of  the  cuts  and  embankments,  and  within  forty  feet  of  the 
centre  line  of  the  road,  are  to  be  cut  within  one  foot  of  the  ground  and 
removed,  together  with  all  logs,  stumps,  &c. 

The  bridges  over  large  streams  to  be  built  of  wood  upon  Long's  plan; 
the  dimensions  of  the  timber,  number  of  stringers,  braces,  &c,  to  con- 
form to  the  spans  as  given  in  a  work  entitled  "  A  description  of  Col. 
Long's  bridges,  together  with  a  series  of  directions  to  bridge  builders;"' 
with  the  exception  of  having  four  stringers,  five  braces,  &c,  for  the  mid- 
dle truss  work  where  the  spans  exceed  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight 
feet;  to  be  built  of  suitable  sawed  timber,  procured  nearest  to  the  loca- 
tion, free  from  knots,  shakes  and  splits;  and,  after  completion,  well  paint- 
ed without  planing,  and  supported  by  double  bolster  frames,  resting 
upon  wooden  tressles:  these  tressles  supported  by  dry  masonry  laid  in 
regular  courses,  with  the  beds  of  the  stone  well  hammer-dressed.  The 
railway  to  be  upon  the  top  of  the  middle  stringers,  and  where  a  com- 
mon roadway  is  required,  the  lower  stringers  are  to  be  planked,  and  the 
road  brought  to  them  by  embankments  or  trcssle  work,  so  as  to  admit  the 
passage  of  all  teams,  <S&c,  under  the  railway,  and  thereby  avoiding  the 
danger  they  would  be  subjected  to,  were  they  to  pass  upon  the  same 
level  with  the  engine  and  cars. 

Bridges  of  the  above  description,  with  the  exception  of  the  common 
roadway,  of  spans  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  and  forty 
feet,  will  be  require!  on  the  Central  Branch  railroad,  for  passing  Em- 
barrass river  near  Charleston,  and  Kaskaskia  river  at  Shelbyville,  (see 
plate  7,)  and  on  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  with  the  common  roadway. 
for  crossing  Big  Vermilion  river  near  Danville;  and  without  the  common 
roadway,  for  passing  Sangamon  river  near  Decatur,  (see  plate  8:)  and 
also  on  the  Central  railroad,  lor  passing  the  Sangamon  one  mile  south  of 
Decatur. 

To  pass  deep  valleys  where  the  cost  of  embanking  would  be  too  great, 
tressle  bridges  built  of  sound  white,  burr,  or  post-oak,  from  the  simple 
post  and  stringer  to  those  formed  by  a  combination  of  corbies,  struts, 
and  straining-beams  will  l>e  required  (see  plates  10  and  11)  on  the  Cen- 
tral Branch  railroad;  those  of  about  titty  feet  span  will  be  necessary 
to  pass  Lane's  branch  and  Sugar  creek,  near  Paris;  and  to  connect  the 
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embankments  with  the  bridge  overKaskaskia  river,  and  on  the  Northern 
Cross  railroad,  to  connect  the  ends  of  the  bridges  over  Sangamon  and 
Big  Vermilion  rivers  with  the  embankments;  and  on  the  Ceatral  railroad 
to  pass  Beck's  creek,  between  Shelbyville  and  Vandalia,  and  to  connect 
the  embankments  with  the  bridge  over  Sangamon  river,  near  Decatur. 

To  pass  creeks  where  the  embankments  are  more  than  ten  feet 
in  height,  arched  or  box  culverts,  built  of  dry  rubble  masonry,  will  be  ne- 
cessary; and  for  the  passing  of  streams  where  the  embankments  are  less 
than  ten  feet  in  height,  and  where  sluices  are  necessary  to  prevent  water 
from  accumulating  in  basins  and  overflowing  the  road,  wooden  culverts 
are  to  be  built,  brought  to  the  grade,  and  so  formed  that  stone  can  be  sub- 
stituted in  their  places,  after  the  completion  of  the  graduation,  without 
interrupting  the  transportation  on  the  track. 

The  Superstructure. 

After  the  completion  of  the  graduations,  the  roads  are  prepared  to  re- 
ceive the  iailways;  and  as  the  act  establishing  the  internal  improvements 
is  silent  upon  the  form  of  the  track  or  railway,  with  theexception  of  spe- 
cifying a  wooden  superstructure;  and  as  your  honorable  Board  have 
submitted  their  constructions  to  the  engineers  of  the  different  districts, 
I  propose  the  following  to  be  adopted  on  the  roads  under  my  charge. 

It  is  intended  to  form  the  superstructure  by  a  combination  of  string- 
pieces,  mud-sills,  sleepers,  keys,  and  the  iron  necessary  for  the  track, 
viz:  the  rails,  plates,  and  spikes.  The  string-pieces  to  be  sawed  from 
sound  white,  burr,  or  post-oak,  locust  or  black-walnut,  free  from  sap- 
wood  and  all  defects  that  will  impair  its  strength,  tenacity,  or  durability, 
eight  and  one  quarter  inches  in  width  by  four  and  one  half  in  thickness, 
of  not  less  than  fourteen  feet  three  inches  in  length;  and  if  longer  to  in- 
crease by  lengths  of  four  feet  nine  inches.  The  mud-sills  to  be  sawed  or 
hewed  from  any  of  the  above  mentioned  oaks,  or  black-walnut,  sassafras 
or  locust,  free  from  all  defects,  two  and  three  quarter  inches  in  thick- 
ness, and  of  not  less  than  ten  inches  in  width,  exclusive  of  the  sap-wood, 
and  twelve  or  more  feet  in  length.  The  sleepers  to  be  formed  from  any 
of  the  last  mentioned  timbers,  eight  feet  in  length,  and  of  not  less  than 
eight  inches  in  diameter,  exclusive  of  the  sap-wood;  and  their  ends  to  be 
cut  or  sawed  offat  right  angles;  to  be  hewed,  free  from  windings  on  one 
side,  through  their  entire  lengths,  so  as  to  have  a  bearing  of  at  least  four 
inches  on  any  part;  and  on  the  opposite  side  two  notches  to  be  formed 
from  three  to  six  inches  in  depth,  according  to  the  diameter  of  the  sleep- 
ers, and  of  sufficient  width  to  admit  the  string-pieces,  and  keys  to  be  in- 
serted in  them,  the  base  of  the  notches  to  be  parallel  with  the  hewed 
side,  and  a  perpendicular  thickness  of  at  least  two  inches  to  be  left  be- 
tween the  notches  and  the  bottom  or  hewed  part  of  the  sleepers  be- 
tween the  notches  to  be  cut  out  circular,  to  adapt  them  to  a  horse  path; 
but  in  no  case  are  they  to  be  reduced  to  a  less  thickness  than  three  and 
three  quarter  inches.  The  keys  to  be  eighteen  inches  in  length,  two  in 
width,  and  two  in  thickness  at  the  largest,  and  three  quarters  at  their 
smallest  ends. 

Two  continuous  lines  of  mud-sills,  prepared  as  above  described,  are 
then  to    be  laid  longitudinally  upon  the  grade  of  the   road,  parallel  to 
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each  other,  four  feet  nine  inches  from  centre  to  centre,  and  under  their 
ends,  and  in  contact  with  them,  mud-sills  three  feet  in  length,  to  be  so 
placed  that  the  ends  of  the  top  sills  will  have  an  equal  bearing  on  those 
beneath,  and  the  whole  bedded  into  the  road,  so  that  the  upper  surfaces 
of  the  mud-sills  will  be  even  with  the  grade.  Sleepers  prepared  as 
above  described  are  then  to  be  placed  transversely  upon  the  mud-sills, 
parallel  to  each  other,  four  feet  nine  inches  from  centre  to  centre,  and 
two  continuous  lines  of  string-pieces,  (the  width  of  eight  and  one  quar- 
ter inches  being  vertical,)  are  then  to  be  inserted  in  the  notches, 
and  confined  in  their  places,  by  driving  the  keys  before  mentioned  be- 
tween the  inside  of  the  string-pieces  and  the  notches.  On  the  top  and 
middle  of  the  string-pieces,  plate-iron  rails  from  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  in 
length,  two  and  one  half  inches  in  width,  and  five-eighths  of  an  inch  in 
thickness,  are  to  be  nailed  every  eighteen  inches,  with  spikes  four  and 
one-half  inches  in  length,  driven  through  holes  counter-sunk  in  the  rails; 
the  width  between  the  rails  to  be  four  feet  eight  inches  and  three  quar- 
ters, and  under  their  ends,  a  small  plate  of  iron  to  be  inserted,  to  pre- 
vent them  from  settling  unequally  into  the  string-pieces.  The  project- 
ing edges  of  the  string-pieces  on  the  inside  of  the  rails  are  to  be  cham- 
fered, so  that  the  flanges  of  the  wheels  to  be  used  upon  the  road  will  not 
come  in  contact  with  them;  and  the  outer  edges  from  the  side  of  the 
rails  are  also  to  be  chamfered  sufficiently  to  carry  off  all  water. 

After  the  railway  is  laid  and  brought  to  proper  adjustment,  gravel  or 
sand  is  to  be  filled  in  between  the  rails  to  form  a  horse-path;  a  cross 
section  of  the  filling  to  present  an  arch  of  a  circle,  the  highest  part  of 
which  will  cover  the  middle  of  the  sleepers  two  inches,  and  the  lowest 
to  cover  the  mud-sills,  hut  to  leave  a  space  under  the  stringers  of  suffi- 
cient width  to  carry  off  all  water  that  would  otherwise  accumulate  be- 
tween them. 

Estimates. 

The.  annexed  tables  exhibit  the  grades  and  horizontal  curvatures, 
and  the  estimated  cost  of  constructing  the  railroad,  in  the  eastern  dis- 
trict, viz:  the  Central  Branch  from  the  east  line  of  the  State  to  Shelby- 
ville;  the  Northern  Cross  from  the  east  line  of  the  State  to  Decatur;  and 
the  Central  from  Decatur  to  Vandalia. 

Tables  No.  1,9  and  18,  exhibit  the  grades  and  horizontal  curvatures. 
Tables  Nos.  2,3,4,  5,  10,  U,  l2,  13,  14,  19,  20,  21  and  22,  exhibit  the 
estimates  for  the  graduation.  Tables  No.  6,  15  and  23,  exhibit  the  esti- 
mates for  the  superstructures.  And  tables  No.  7,8,  16,  17,  24  and  25, 
exhibit  a  recapitulation  and  summary  of  the  whole. 
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CENTRAL  BRANCH   RAILROAD. 
Table  No.   1. 
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and  Horizontal  Curvatures,  from  the   east  line  of  the 
State  to  Shelbyville. 
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. — Continued. 
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Summary  of  estimates  of  the  Central  Branch  Railroad. 
Table   No.  8. 


Of  the  graduation 

Of  the  "superstructure,  including  the  gravelling 
of  the  railway  - 

Three  depots,  viz:  at  Paris,  Charleston,  and 
Shelbyville        - 

Land,  damage,  and  depot  ground 

Engineering  and  contingencies  connected  there- 
with     ------ 

Total  estimate  of  the  CentralpJrarich  Railroad, 
from  the  east  line  of  the  State  to  Shelbyville 


$4,992  96  per  mile. 
5,019  20  per  mile. 


$355,212  84 

357,079  34 

24,000  00 
7,100  00 

10,000  00 


753,392  18  ==  10,589  SS  per  mile. 


NORTHERN  CROSS  RAILROAD. 

Table   No.  9. 

An  exhibit  of  the  Grades  and  Horizontal  Curvatures,  from  the  east  line  of  th'. 
State  to  Decatur. 
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NORTHERN  CROSS  RAILROAD— Continued. 

Table  No.    9 — Continued. 
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Summary  of  Estimates  of  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad. 

Table  No. 

-17. 

Of 'he  graduation            - 

Of  the  superstructure,  including  the  gravelling 
of  the  railway              .... 

Two    Depots,  one    at    Danville  and    one   at 
Decatur            ..... 

Land,  damage,  and  depot  ground 

Engineering  and  contingencies  connected  there- 
with     ------ 

$334,903  54  =  $4,030  20  per  mile. 

415,^98  67  =    4,997  70  per  mile. 

16,000  00 
7,500  00 

10,000  00 

Total  estimate  of  the  Northern  Cross  Railroad, 
from  the  east  line  of  the  State  to  Decatur 

783,702  21  =     9,431  06  per  mile. 
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CENTRAL  RAILROAD. 

Table  No.  18. 


An  exhibit  of  Hie  Grades  and  Horizontal  Curvatures,  from  Decatur  to  Vandalia. 
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a  S 
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«  to 
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to 
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1 

5,6J0 

40.0 

5.6J0 

_ 

_ 

Descends  to  Sangamon  river. 

2 

500 

_ 

'500 

_ 

_ 

Passes  Sungamon  river. 

3 

9,300 

40.0 

9  300 

_ 

- 

Ascends  lrom  Sangamon  river. 

4 

2,200 

12.0 

2,200 

5 

4,800 

16.0 

4,800 

_ 

_ 

Passes  Springfield  road. 

6 

5,450 

3.0 

3,550 

1,900 

6,000 

Passes  Shelbyville  road. 

7 

16,000 

3.5 

15,500 

500 

6,000 

8 

15  300 

3.0 

15,300 

9 

4,70J 

_ 

4,700 

10 

6,800 

10.6 

6,800 

11 

11,800 

5.3 

11,800 

12 

7,000 

3.7 

7,000 

13 

6.600 

3.2 

6,600 

- 

- 

Passes  the  summit  between  Deca- 

14 

11,600 

12.2 

11,600 

tur  and  Shelbyville. 

15 

3,600 

8.8 

3,600 

16 

6,700 

15.0 

6,700 

17 

4,700 

3.3 

4,700 

18 

6,8)0 

G.9 

6,800 

_ 

_ 

Passes  Robinson's  creek. 

19 

7,01)0 

5.2 

7,000 

- 

- 

Passes  a  branch  of  Robinson's  creek. 

20 

7,750 

24.1 

7,750 

21 

9.300 

5.6 

9,300 

22 

7,000 

12.0 

7,000 

23 

5,000 

24.2 

3,000 

2,000 

3,000 

To  Shelbyville. 

24 

2,200 

12.0 

2  JO 

2,000 

3,000 

25 

2,000 

23.7 

2,000 

26 

6,200 

35.5 

6,200 

27 

11,C00 

24.0 

8,400 

2,600 

4,000 

28 

4,200 

36.4 

4,200 

_ 

- 

Passes  Robinson's  creek. 

29 

12,000 

_ 

12,000 

30 

10,6i»0 

10  0 

9,800 

800 

7,600 

31 

7,000 

15.1 
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5,600 

5.6 
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3.900 

27.0 

3,900 
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3,600 
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3.600 
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32.3 
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_ 
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26.8 
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7.5 

4,900 

46 

10,900 

22.3 

10,900 

47 

10,100 

2.7 

10,100 

t 

48 

7,700 

12.3 

7,700 

49 

9,700 

2.7 

7,400 

2,300 

4,400 

50 

5,100 

18.6 

3,800 

1,300 

4,400 

51 

4,800 

31.8 

4,800 

bi 

2,800 

5.0 

2,830 

53 

4,600 

22.0 

4,600 

- 

- 

To  Vandalia. 
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Summary  of  Estimates  of  the  Central  Railroad. 
Table  No.  25. 


Of  the  graduation  ....       $287,124  15  =  $4,245  12  per  mile. 

Of  the  superstructure,  including  the  gravelling 

of  the  railway  ....  334,021   15  =     4,938  38  per  mile. 

Depot  at  Vandalia,  and  for  enlargement  of  the 
depots  at  Shelbyville  and  Decatur     -  -  18,000  00 

Land,  damage,  and  depot  ground  -  -  6,000  00 

Engineering  and  contiugences  connected  there- 
with     ------  10,000  00 


Total  estimate  of  the  Central  Railroad,  from 

Decatur  to  Vandalia  -  -  -         655,145  30  =     9,686  68  per  mile. 


I  have  now  given  the  results  of  the  surveys  authorized  by  the  Legisla- 
ture in  the  eastern  engineering  district.  The  locations  must  be  regard- 
ed as  approximate;  and  although  the  definite  lines  will  differ  but  little 
from^them,  yet  by  careful  locations  of  bridges  and  accurate  adjustments 
of  grades,  the  expense  of  construction  can  be  materially  reduced. 

The  estimates  are  based  on  the  cost  of  labor  and  materials  at  the 
pres -nt  time,  and  the  prices  for  which  a  portion  of  the  work  has  been 
contracted,  and  cannot  fail,  by  judicious  management,  to  cover  the  ex- 
pense of  constructing  the  roads.  In  some  instances  it  may  be  advisable 
to  change  the  manner  of  construction,  to  conform  to  the  resources  of  the 
country  as  developed  in  the  progress  of  the  works;  and,  should  there  be 
much  difficulty  in  procuring  suitable  rock  for  constructing  stone  culverts, 
I  would  recommend  cast-iron  pipes  to  be  substituted.  Doubtless  many 
other  changes,  both  judicious  and  economical,  can  be  made,  the  utility 
of  which  time  can  alone  determine. 

The  plans  and  profiles  are  compiled  from  actual  surveys,  and,  by  re- 
ferring to  the  explanatory  tables  annexed  to  them,  can  be  readily  com- 
prehended. 

Allow  me,  ere  I  close  this  report,  to  tender  to  the  acting  Commission- 
er under  whose   directions  the  surveys  have  been    made,    and  to   your 
honorable  Board,  my  thanks  for  the  confidence  reposed  in  my  integrity 
and  judgment;  and,  hoping  it  contains  all  the  information  desired, 
lam,  gentlemen,  with  much  esteem, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  W.  HOYT, 
Engineer  for  the  Eastern  Engineering  District,  State  of  Illinois. 
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REPORT 

ON 

THE  JOINT  IMPROVEMENT 



WABASH  RIVER. 


January  25,  1839. 

Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  with  the  Report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Fourth  Judicial  Circuit. 


Vandalia,  January  25,  1839. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Sir;  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  promise  in  my  communication  to  your 
body  of  the  15th  instant,  1  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  the  report  of  D. 
Burr,  Esq.,  principal  engineer  of  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  on 
the  Great  Wabash  river  improvement  From  a  thorough  examination 
of  this  able  document,  the  practicability  and  uiitity  of  a  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  the  improvement  will  not  be  doubted:  and  as  that  river  mean- 
ders several  hundred  miles  through  the  most  rich  and  fertile  country  in 
the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  rapidly  populating  with  an  industrious  and 
enterprising  part  of  the  community,  it  is  useless  to  recomrcend  that  the 
Hon.  the  legislature  of  Illinois  would  adopt  efficient  measures  to  effect 
the  speedy  completion  of  a  work  so  conducive  to  the  interest  and  pros- 
perity of  both  this  State  and  that  of  her  sister,  Indiana. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  KINNEY, 

President  B.  P.  W. 
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General  M.  K.  Alexander, 

Acting  Commissioner  of  the  Fourth  Judicial  Circuit. 
Sir:  After  long  delay,  on  account  of  ill  health,  I   herewith   submit 
report  of  the  operations  on  the  Wabash,  under  my  charge,  during   l83i 

RespectfuMy, 

D.  BURR, 
Principal  Engineer  Wabash  River, 


Mount  Oarmel,  January  16,  1839. 
Messrs.  Thomas  H.  Blake  and  M.  K.  Alexander, 

Commissioners  of  the  Slates  of  lllbiois  and  Indiana. 

Gentlemen:  The  delivery  of  the  stone  for  the  lock  and  dam  at  th! 
Grand  rapids  of  the  Wabash  was  contracted  for  in  November,  183' 
with  Messrs.  Wilson  &  Co.,  and  Chapman  &  Co.,  to  have  been  comph 
ted  by  the  first  of  June  last.  The  same!*  persons  constituted  the  tw 
firms  or  companies,  and  agreed  to  deliver  3,500  cubic  yards  of  ston 
each,  at  $3  33*  and  $3  25  per  cubic  yard. 

They  procured  a  steamboat  and  twelve  flatboats,  80  feet  long  by  II 
feet  wide.  The  time  taken  to  build  these  consumed  so  large  a  portio 
of  the  spring  floods,  that,  with  failure  and  Xinexpected  difficulties  at  th 
quarry,  they  delivered  only  820  yards. 

On  the  22d  of  August  the  dam  and  lock  were  let  in  separate  contract} 
the  former  to  Messrs.  Baker,  Riley  &  Co.,  the  latter  to  William  Mudg< 
The  terms  of  the  letting  stipulated  that  the  contractors  for  the  lock  shoul 
take  the  quantity  of  stone,  delivered  at  the  site,  at  the  same  price  whic 
had  been  paid  for  them  by  the  States.  Proposals  were  received  forseparat 
prices  for  the  masonry  in  the  lock  and  abutment,  based  on  the  contit 
gency  of  the  stone  used  in  their  construction  being  procured  from 
quarry  in  the  upper  part  of  Martin  county,  from  the  quarry  at  Porter 
villc,  and  from  the  quarry  at  Petersburg,  all  of  which  are  situated  o 
White  river,  at  the  distance  of  50,  80,  and  135  miles  from  the  site  of  th 
works. 

The  prices  at  which  the  contracts  have  been  taken  have  exceede 
the  estimate  originally  suggested  as  the  probable  cost  of  the  works 
owing  to  the  known  probability  of  quarries,  in  this  part  of  the  country 
becoming  of  little  or  no  value  after  they  are  worked  back  a  short  din 
tance  into  the  earth,  and  from  a  change  of  plan  is  having  the  mssonn 
laid  in  hydraulic  cement  instead  of  mortar  and  grout  formed  of  con 
mon  lime,  as  originally  contemplated,  which  increases  the  expens 
something  over  10,000  dollars. 

It  is  intcrded  to  procure  limestone  from  the  quarry  in  Martin  county 
which  is  of  the  best  kind,  for  the  faces  of  the  walls  of  the  lock  and  abuli 
ment  and  for  headers  which  constitute  their  bond;  and  for  their  interio 
portions  which  will  be  shielded  from  frost  and  sudden  alternations  fror 
heat  to  cold,  to  use  the  sand  stone  in  the  vicinity  of  the  works,  whicl 
is  of  a  tolerable  quality,  can  be  cheaply  obtained,  and  which,  in  the  place 
where  it  will  be  used,  will  be  permanent — and  in  that  manner  to  keej 
the  cost  of  the  works  within  the  gross  sum  of$l85,000 
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It  was  not  deemed  expedient  to  permit  the  timber  for  these  works  to 
e  cut  before  the  1.5 th  of  December.  Messrs.  Baker,  Riley,  &  Co.,  arc 
iakin°-  contracts  for  the  deliveay  of  the  timber  for  the  dam. 

Mr."Mudge,  contractor  for  the  lock,  has  opened  the  quarries,  keeps  a 
mall  force  at  work  at  them,  is  contracting  for  boats,  ana  making  prepa- 
ations  for  the  progress  of  his  work  with  the  first  rise  of  the  waters  and 
he  opening  of  the  spring.  No  money  has  been  paid  on  the  new  coll- 
ects, or  materials  been  delivered  under  them.  \ 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions  to  survey  the  Wabash  river 
rom  the  Grand  rapids  to  its  mouth,  and,  in  the  event  of  its  impractica- 
dlity  or  inexpediency  for  improvements  for  uninterrupted  steamboat 
raviUtion  by  continuous  locks  and  dams,  to  survey  a  canal  route  from 
Vew  Harmony,  on  the  Wabash,  to  Mount  Vernon  on  the  Ohio  river,  a 
iarty  was  organized  on  the  8th  of  September  to  perform  that  service, 
ind  entered  immediately  after  on  their  labors  in  the  field. 

The  obstructions  to  the  navigation  are  the  rocky  bars  extending 
icross  the  bed  of  the  river  at  the  points  of  its  greatest  descent;  flat  sun- 
m  shoals,  where  the  volume  of  the  river  is  distributed  over  a  large  area 
f surface  and  diminished  in  depth;  and  not  the  least  difficult  far  hazard- 
ous are  the  snags,  old  trees  and  stumps  imbedded  in  the  channel  m  many 
places,  but  mofe  especially  in  the  Piankeshaw  bend,  in  the  bend  below 
?ox  river,  in  the  bend  below  the  Little  Chain,  in  Black's  cut-oft,  and  in 
;he  first  three  miles  of  the  Wabash  next  the  Ohio. 

The  rock  bars  are —  f  H 

First.  The  shoals  immediately  below  the  mouth  of  White  river;  tall 
pnefoot  nearly  in  five  hundred  feet  in  length,  and  affording  two  feet 
water  over  the  highest  rocks. 

Second.  The  Coffee  island  rapids,  descent, in  half  a  mile,  three  feet— 
the  Island  chute,  on  the  Indiana  side,  having  but  one  foot  water  over  the 
rocks  in  the  steamboat  channel. 

r  Third.  Warrick's  ripple.  Here  the  water  falls  one  foot  in  the  length 
of  five  hundred  feet,  and  runs  with  accumulated  velocity  over  an  uneven 
bed  of  sandstone  rock,  the  points  of  which  impede  the  passage  of  boats, 
and  render  the  channel  crooked  and  difficult  to  keep.  The  highest  points 
!of  rock  are  within  one  foot  of  the  surface  in  low  water,  and  although  one 
mr  more  channels  of  two  feet,  and  of  sufficient  width  for  any  boat,  may  be 
found,  the  serpentine  course  they  pursue,  with  the  strength  of  the  cur- 
rent, requires  an  intimate  knowledge  and  much  skill  of  the  navigation  to 
pass  boats  safely  of  that  draught.  [ 

Fourth.  The  Grand  Chain,  seven  miles  by  the  river  below  War- 
rick's ripple,  forms  the  next  obstruction,  and,  after  Coffee  island,  the 
most  serious  from  White  river  to  the  Ohio.  At  the  stage  of  water  when 
the  exploration  was  made,  the  descent  was  four  feet  fall  in  the  distance 
of  four  hundred  feet.  The  water  runs  this  distance  along  the  pier  erect- 
ed bv  Messrs.  Gardner  and  Mundy  with  great  violence,  and  has  a  depth 
from  two  to  four  feet,  except  a  single  rock  in  the  channel,  presenting  a 
surface  of  about  twelve  feet  square,  on  which  there  was  one  foot  five 
inches  water.  '_  ^  ,~„a 

Fifth.  The  Little  Chain,  five  and  one-half  miles  below  the  In  ana 
Chain,  by  the  river,  is  the  last  of  the  rock  bars  of  the  Wabash.  Detached 
rocks  render  the  channel  crooked,   but  boats  are  seldom  injured  or  de- 
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tained  at  this  point.     The  water  runs  with  a  strong  current,  and    is  twoil 
and  a  hall  feet  deep — descent  two  feet  in  one-fourth  of  a  mile.     The  ex~l 
cavation  of  a  small  quantity  of  separated   masses  of  rock  to    straighten" 
the  channel,  and  the  removal  of  a  few  detached  rocks,  is  all  that  is  ne- 
cessary to  overcome  the  obstacles  presented  at  this  point. 

There  was  no  sand-bar  or  shoal  composed  of  gravel  and  sand  in  the 
Wabash  river,  when  the  examinations  were  made,  which  did  not  afford 
two  feet  depth  of  water  over  spaces  wide  enough  for  the  egress  of  boats; 
and  from  the  unusual  prevalence  of  drought  the  river  cannot  reasonably 
be  expected  to  be  found  in  a  lower  stage. 

The  locations  of  the  sand  bars  are-First:  A  sand-bar  between  Graysville 
and  New-Harmony,  opposite  Black's  and  head  of  Fox  river.  Second: 
Gravel  and  sand-bar,  short  distance  below  the  head  of  New-Harmony 
cut-off.  Third:  Winder's  bar,  near  the  foot  of  the  cut-off,  formed  of 
light  sand.  Fourth:  Sand  and  gravel  bar  one  and  a  half  miles  below  the 
Grand  Chain,  Fifth:  Sand  and  gravel-bar  at  Wright's,  above  mouth  of 
Little  Wabash.  Sixth:  Skidmore's  bar,  composed  of  sand,  three  miles 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio. 

On  no  other  points  would  there  have  been  difficulty  in  navigating 
boats  of  two  and  a  half  and  probably  of  three  feet  draught. 

Some  laws,  or  general  principles,  appear  to  govern  the  deposition  of 
the  sand  and  earthy  matter  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  river. 

In  portions  of  it  where  the  bed   is  serpentine,  as    compared    with  its 
general  direction — where  the  current  near  the    bottom  of  the  river,  in 
floods,  is  forced  by  the  direction  of  the  banks  to  pursue   courses  varying 
and  diverging  from  the  general    course  of  the  current  near  the  surface, 
which,  by  overflowing  the  banks,  moves  in  a   straighter  direction — the  | 
revulsion  of  the  water  against  the  banks  near  the   the  bottom,  by  com-  . 
municating  a  boiling  agitation  to  the  great  mass  of  the  current,  operates  , 
with  so  much  effect  on  the  light  material  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  that,  in 
all  such  portions,  the  Wabash  has  a  depth  from  six  to  ten  feet.     Shoals 
are  nowhere  found  in  the  bends  of  the  river  nor  where  its  width  is  com- 
pressed into  less  than  700  feet. 

Large  quantities  of  sand  and  earth  are  carried  down  in  the  floods  and  ; 
deposited  on  the  bars.  The  abrasion  of  the  banks  takes  place  at  the  bot- 
tom of  bends  where  they  stand  perpendicularly  to  the  surface.  Sloping 
banks  do  not  wash.  Bars  that  are  formed  on  one  side  of  the  river,  and 
which  arc  slightly  elevated  towards  the  bank,  become  places  of  deposite 
for  the  sand  and  earth  removed  in  floods. 

Wherever  the  water  runs  over  a  bed  inclined  towards  one  of  its  banks, 
the  bank  so  situated  is  operated  on  by  the  water  lying  against  it  in  a 
wedge  like  shape;  the  bottom  is  then  undermined — the  incumbent  mass 
falls  in;  and  as  the  specific  gravity  of  the  allinial  formation  of  the  banks 
exceeds  but  slightly  that  of  the  water,  it  is  easily  removed  to  the  place  ' 
where  it  subsides. 

Those  bars  which,  from  any  cause,  obtain  but  a  slight  elevation  on  the 
side  next  the  shore,  increase  rapidly  in  height  and  size.  The  highest 
bars  receive  the  largest  additions  of  the  annual  deposites,  and  appear  as 
if  they  must  increase  in  size  and  encroach  on  the  opposite  bank  until,  in 
their  turn,  they  will  be  cut  off  by  the  bends  above  and  below  them. 

The  channels  on  the  flat  sandy  bars  change  frequently  from  one  side 
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o  the  other  of  the  river,  but  seldom  change  position  in  the  direction  of 
he  stream.  The  bars  near  the  head  of  the  Harmony  cut-off,  at  Win- 
ter's, at  the  mouth  of  Little  Wabash,  and  at  Skidmore's,  although 
ivholly  iormed  of  sand  and  gravel,  have  been  situated  on  their  present 
positions  since  the  navigation  of  the  river  has  been  known.  The  shape 
Df  the  banks  govern  the  deposites  which  form  the  bars;  in  other  places 
ind  parts  of  the  river,  the  floods  wash  out  and  keep  clear  channels  of 
greater  depth. 

These  principal  constituents  of  the  character  of  the  Wabash  are  be- 
ieved  to  be  well  defined,  easily  ascertained,  and  such  as  present  them- 
elves  to  an  ordinary  observer. 

It  remains  to  add  that  this  portion  of  the  Wabash  is  navigable  for 
boats  drawing  five  to  six  feet,  in  ordinary  seasons,  for  six  months  in  the 
year,  (from  December  to  the  first  day  of  June;)  and  in  that  period  it  is 
"  equently  navigated  by  the  largest  boats  which  are  used  on  the  Ohio. 
And  in  relation  to  the  prominent  features  of  the  country  through  which 
this  portion  of  the  Wabash  extends — that  its  immediate  valley  is  from 
three  to  seven  miles  wide,  of  low  rich  land  of  the  lightest  Hnd  of  alluvial 
soil,  mostly  overflowed  in  the  annual  spring  floods,  and  occasionally  in- 
terspersed with  ponds,  marshes,  bayous,  and  ancient  river  beds.  Through 
this  valley  the  river  pursues  a  serpentine  course,  forming  a  scries  of  cir- 
cuitous bends,  which  alternately  approach  the  high  plateau  formed  by 
the  general  level  of  the  country  on  each  side  of  the  valley.  Across 
these  bends,  cut-offs  are  formed  in  some  places  of  many  miles  in  extent, 
through  which,  as  at  Fox  river,  New  Harmony,  the  Little  Chain;  and 
Black's  cut  off,  the  river  continually  flows,  discharging  no  inconsiderable 
portion  ofits  volume,  and  diminishing  the  depth  of  its  waters  on  its  own 
bed.  The  plateau  of  high  land  is  washed  at  its  base,  on  the  Illinois  side, 
at  Mount  Carmel,  at  Coffee  island,  atM'Creary's  bluffs,  and  at  the  Little 
Chain.  On  the  east  side,  the  high  lands  only  reach  the  Wabash  at  New 
Harmony  and  the  Grand  Chain.  The  banks  of  the  Wabash  to  the  Little 
Chain  are  ordinarily  twenty-one  feet  in  height  above  low  water.  The 
spring  floods  usually  reach  near  their  tops,  and,  at  intervals  of  a  few 
years,  they  rise  six  or  seven  feet  over  them;  so  that  the  greatest  differ- 
ence between  high  and  low  water  is  about  twenty-seven  feet.  Below 
the  Little  Chain,  the  floods  of  the  Ohio  influence  the  current,  banks,  and 
baisof  the  Wabash:  the  banks  are  higher,  and  in  times  of  the  greatest 
rises  of  water  more  deeply  overflowed.  The  sand-bars  are  more  frequent 
and  are  less  in  conformity  Math  the  principles  which  appear  to  govern 
their  deposition  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  river;  although  there  is 
not  such  a  departure  from  them  as  would  warrant  a  difference  in  the 
plans  of  improvement  which  might  be  adopted  to  overcome  the  impedi- 
ments they  oppose  to  the  navigation  of  the  river.  The  line  of  high 
water  mark  below  the  Little  Chain  increases  from  27  to  50  feet.  The 
cut-offs  appear  to  be  easily  susceptible  of  enlargement,  as  at  Black's, 
where,  by  burning  and  clearing  away  the  drift  at  the  head,  and  clearing 
the  timber  from  the  banks  a  few  years  since,  by  Messrs  Gardner  and 
Mundy,  nearly  the  whole  volume  of  the  river  passes  through  it,  and  the 
old  channel  is  becoming  dry  and  rapidly  filling  up  with  sand.  No  evi- 
dences of  cut-offs  Deing  recently  formed    have  been  ascertained. 
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Distance — miles.     Descent — feet. 
The  descent  of  the  Wabash  from  the  foot  of  the 
Grand  rapids  to  the  foot  of  White  river  rapids 
To  foot  of  Coffee  island  rapids 

foot  of  Coffee  island  rapids 

mouth  of  Black  river  by  the  Big  bayou,  I8i  by  the 
Wabash  ... 

head  of  cut  off  at  New-Harmony    - 

foot  of    do    by  cut-off  two  miles  by  river 

Warrick's  ripple 

foot  of    do. 

head  of  Grand  Chain 

foot  of  the  Grand  Chain 

head  of  the  Little  Chain     - 

head  of  Black's  cut-off 

foot  of  do.     - 

head  of  Wright's  bar 

foot  of         do.         ... 

head  of  Skidmores'  bar 

foot  of       do.  - 

mouth  of  the  Wabash 


The  peculiar  elements  in  the  character  of  the  lower  valley  of  the  Wa- 
bash, in  its  light  alluvial  soil,  great  extent  of  country  overflowed,  large 
amount  of  deposite  carried  along  its  current  in  floods,  and  liability  to 
change  its  bed,  especially  if  the  current  to  any  considerable  extent 
should  be  impeded,  preclude,  it  is  believed,  the  plan  of  slacking  the  cur- 
rent of  the  river  by  a  continuous  series  of  dams,  locks  and  pools;  the  lia- 
bility of  the  latter  to  become  so  filled  with  sand  as  to  force  the  waters 
into  a  new  channel,  and  leave  the  works  on  dry  land,  is  too  great  to 
warrant  their  construction.  An  examination  of  the  river  will  hardly 
fail  to  convince  the  most  sceptical  that  there  are  not  many  places  in  the 
Wabash  from  White  river  to  the  Ohio,  in  which  the  sand  is  deposited  so 
as  to  form  shoals  in  the  river;  these  occur  only  under  projecting 
points,  and  on  the  lower  terminations  of  long  straight  reaches,  and  that 
where  the  whole  volume  of  the  river  is  reduced  to  6  or  700  feet  in  width. 
On  a  sand  or  gravel  bar,  there  is  always  a  sufficient  depth  of  water,  and 
further,  that  although  the  channels  over  these  sandy  bars  or  shoals  are 
changing  always  from  side  to  side  of  the  river,  they  seldom  change  in 
the  direction  of  the  stream.  Sand  bars  were  known  at  the  principal 
points  where  they  are  now  situated  from  the  earliest  knowledge  of  the 
country.  Such  being  the  fact  in  relation  to  the  valley  of  the  Wabash, 
to  obtain  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  on  the  sandy  shoals  of  the  river,  the 
plan  of  narrowing  the  channel  seems  to  be  pointed  out  as  an  efficient 
remedy.  The  same  mode  is  proposed  for  the  rock-bars  at  the  mouth  of 
White  river,  Coffee  island,  and  at  Warrick's  ripple,  only  narrowing  the 
bed  of  the  river  in  a  ratio  to  its  fall,  so  that  with  the  removal  of  detached 
rocks,  projecting  points,  and  a  slight  excavation  of  others  which  lie  in 
place,  three  feet  water  may  be  obtained. 


273 

At  the  Grand  Chain,  surveys  for  a  canal  across  the  narrow  point  of 
land  were  made  to  form  a  channel  for  the  river  which  would  avoid  the 
rocky  bar  of  the  current.  Surveys  were  made  for  wing  dams  also,  but 
on  the  matuie  comparison  of  costs  and  results,  excavating  a  channel  for 
a  short  distance  beside  the  pier  erected  by  Messrs.  Gardner  and  Mundy, 
was  supposed  to  be  cheapest  and  best  adapted  for  that  object  in  view. 

The  water  fell  4  feet  in  the  length  of  500,  at  the  extreme  low  stage  of 
the  river,  when  the  examinations  were  made.  The  rock  over  which  this 
descent  occurs,  extends  about  500  feet  up  and  down  the  stream,  and  at 
each  extremity  breaks  abruptly  into  deep  water.  Over  this  ledge  of 
rock  the  current  runs  with  great  violence,  and  has  a  channel  partially- 
excavated  beside  the  pier,  varying  in  'depth  from  two  to  four  feety  except 
ona  single  point  of  rock  towards  the  upper  part  of  the  excavation,  which 
has  not  more  than  seventeen  inches  on  its  surface. 

The  pier  referred  to  was  built  by  Messrs.  Gardner  and  Mundy,  Com- 
missioners of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  is  a  strongly  framed  series  of  wooden 
cribs  of  square  timbers  filled  with  stone,  900  feet  long,  10  feet  wide,  and 
supposed  9  feet  high.  A  channel  in  the  rock  was  partially  excavated,  but, 
owing  to  a  rise  in  the  waters,  the  excavation  on  the  up  stream  side  of 
the  rock  was  not  completed. 

The  plan  proposed  is  to  excavate  a  channel  3k  feet  deep  into  the 
upper  part  of  the  rock,  and  75  feet  wide,  to  diminish  the  fall  and  lessen 
the  velocity  of  the  current.  No  injurious  effects  are  apprehended  of  les- 
sening the  depth  of  water  at  Warrick's  ripple,  the  first  shoal  seven  miles 
above.  The  river  is  deep  between  those  places,  and  the  quantity  of 
water  flowing  in  the  Wabash  is  too  great  to  be  influenced  that  distance 
by  an  excavation  of  much  greater  dimensions. 

The  levees  or  wing-dams  will  be  formed  of  timber  bolted  to  the  rocks, 
and  filled  wilh  stone  in  all  places  where  rock  foundations  can  be 
found,  similar  to  those  erected  by  Messrs.  Gardner  and  Mundy.  On 
such  positions  as  have  sand  and  gravel  foundations,  small  trees  and 
brush  in  the  first  place  will  be  laid,  closely  packed,  two  feet  thick,  and 
extending  two  feet  on  each  side  beyond  the  embankment.  On  this  a 
bank  of  gravel  6  feet  wide  at  top,  with  slopes  of  one  and  three  quarters 
feet  to  one  of  perpendicular  rise,  will  be  laid  and  carried  up  within  two 
feet  of  the  required  height  of  the  embankment;  over  the  gravel,  a 
course  of  rubble  stone  protection,  covering  every  part  of  it,  will  be 
placed  2  feet  thick  to  preserve  the  gravel  from  the  effects  of  the  current 
and  floods.  The  levees  or  wing-dams  will  be  built  of  sufficient  length  to 
have  their  direction  parallel  with  the  course  of  the  current,  so  as  to  op- 
pose the  least  resistance  to  its  motion,  and  consequently  present  the  least 
hazard  for  boats  to  lodge  on  and  receive  injury  from  them.  They  are 
planned  to  give  a  miniiyjm  depth  of  three  feet,  and  to  rise  from  I  to  2 
feet  above  the  lowest  stage  of  the  water,  for  security  against  ice-floods, 
as  well  as  to  present  the  least  impediments  to  boats  in  the  ordinary  navi- 
gable stages  of  the  water. 

In  devising  modes  for  the  effectual  navigation  of  the  Wabash,  some 
difficulty  occurs  in  determining  the  depth  of  water  which  shall  be  pro- 
vided for  that  purpose.  For  three  months  in  the  year,  there  is  not  com- 
monly in  the  Ohio  river,  above  and  below  its  confluence  with  the  Wa- 
bash, for  boats  over  the  bars,  more  than  from  2  to  2£  feet  water,  and  this 
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season  less  than  two  feet;  and  this  depth  serves  for  the  navigation  of  the 
river  for  small  steamboats,  and  for  the  descending  flatboat  trade. 

Two  feet  water  in  the  Wabash,  at  all  times,  can  be  obtained  at  a  small 
amount  of  cost.     The  improvements  for  that  purpose  are  estimated — 
For  pier  and  wing-dams  at  Coffee  island,  to  give  3  feet 

water,  ......  $14,596  12 

Removing  loose  rocks  at  Warrick's  ripple,       -  -  1,500  00 

Improving  Grand  Chain  for  3  feet  water,  -  -  4,355  00 

Removing  rocks  from  Little  Chain,  do.  -  -  1,500  00 

Removing  snags  from   river,  including  snag-boats  and 

machinery,  ....  1 8,«80  00 


40,831    12 


Add  25  per  cent,  for  risk,  in  uncertainty  of  river,  for, 
superintendence,  &c.  -  -  -  -  10,207  78 


$51,038  90 


The  sand  bars,  as  before  remarked,  have  channels  over  them  suffi- 
cient for  the  passage  of  boats  drawing  2  feet  water;  and  if  these  chan- 
nels were  indicated  by  buoys,  or  staked  off,  as  they  will  be  when  a  den- 
ser population  increases  the  trade  of  the  river,  no  difficulty  would  occur 
in  passing  boats  of  that  draught  in  any  season  of  the  year.  This  plan  of 
improvement  would  have,  however,  no  reference  to  the  sand-bars  or 
shoals,  which  would,  it  is  believed,  retain  that  depth,  from  the  fact  that 
2  feet  was  the  mininum  of  the  channel  in  so  many  places  over  the  highest 
bars — and  years  of  equal  drought  with  1838  will  rarely  occur. 

To  provide  for  a  depth  of  3  feet  water  in  the  Wabash,  from  the  Grand 
rapids  to  the  Ohio,  the  following  works  would  be  necessary,  which  are 
estimated  to  cost: 

For  pier  on  the  Rock  ripple,  at  the  White  river  bar, 
1,460       feet  long,  10  feet  wide,  and  6  feet  high, 
3,200       feet  wing-dam  and  piers  at  Coffee  island 
4,213       feet  wing-dam  at  head  of  Fox  river, 

224       feet  dam  across  the  New  Harmony  cut-off. 
6,015.70  feet  wing-dam  at  head  of  do. 

,815.26  feet  wing-dam  at  Winder's  bar 
4,175       feet  piers  and  wing-dams  at  Warrick's  ripple 

Excavation  of  rock  at  Grand  Chain 
2,600       feet  length  wing-dam  on  sand-bar  below- 
Rock  excavation  at  Little  Chain 
9,033.42  feet  wing-dams,  sand-bar  at  Wright's  above 
Little  Wabash 


$8,560  00 

14,596  12 

25,341   96 

11,696  78 

28,021  99 

25,379  32 

27,487  97 

4,355  00 

11.079  78i 

1 ,500  Oft 

35,085  59 

193,107  51 

7 
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Amount  brought  forward,         -  §193,107  51 

4,92'S       feet  wing-dam  at  Skidmore's  bar  -  17,368  34 

Removing  snags,  (including  boats  and  machi- 
nery) -  -  -  18,880  00 
Short   dams  across   the  head   of  Fox  river 
bayou,  and  bayou  at  head  of  Little  Chain, 
supposed  to  cost  each  $3,500,          -        -  7,000  00 

$236,355  85 
Add   25  per  cent,   for  risk,  uncertainty  of 

river, and  superintendence,  -         -  59.088  96 

$295,444  81 


On  the  other  portions  of  the  river,  there  was  water  sufficient  for  boats  of 
3  feet  draught,  but  unless  the  river  should  be  leveed  in  it*  whole  length, 
and  its  banks  compressed  into  narrower  bounds,  a  navigation  of  more 
than  3  feet  cannot  be  obtained.  Confidence  is  felt  that  wing-dams  or 
levees  so  constructed  that  they  will  oppose  the  current  but  slightly, will  be 
permanent,or  at  least  preserve  their  position  and  utility  for  along  period. 

This  opinion  is  strengthened  by  the  facts,  that  where  the  current  is 
rapid,  piers  of  timbers  bolted  to  the  rocks  will  be  used,  and  the  embank- 
ments will  be  formed  at  places  where  the  current  will  be  gentle  and 
where  there  is  a  tendency  already  for  the  deposition  of  the  sands;  logs 
lodged  on  the  bars  are  seen  nearly  buried,  the  water  neither  washing  on 
their  lower  sides,  nor  under  them;  nor  have  the  wing-dams,  piers,  or 
rubble  walls  placed  in  the  river  by  Messrs.  Gardner  and  Mundy  a  few 
years  since,  been  removed. 

The  question  naturally  suggests  itself,  that  if  the  sand  and  earth  be 
washed  out  of  the  channels  by  these  wing-dams,  new  deposites  will 
be  formed  immediately  below  them,  equally  as  injurious  as  those  which 
are  proposed  to  be  remedied.  The  formation  of  the  bars  appears  to  de- 
pend on  the  shape  of  the  banks;  and  where  these  are  so  situated  that 
they  now  influence  the  waters  to  scoop  out,  and  keep  clear,  sufficient, 
channels — their  form,  the  light  material  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  with  the 
ease  with  which  it  is  moved,  are  relied  on  to  continue  the  same  effects 
until  the  relative  position  of  the  banks  are  essentially  changed;  which 
is  not  often  brought  about  by  sudden  transitions,  but  ordinarily  is  the 
work  of  time. 

The  general  outlines  of  rivers  are  slowly  changed,  and  the  causes 
which  influence  the  deposition  of  the  earth  and  sands  moved  by  their 
currents,  still  more  so.  For  where  bars  were  forming  on  one  side,  and 
the  perpendicular  bank  on  the  opposite  shore  was  washing  away,  the 
inclined  plane  of  the  bed  of  the  river  in  its  transverse  direction,  which  is 
necessarily  maintained  during  that  operation,  would  always  preserve  a 
sufficient  depth  of  water  under  the  washed  shore,  and  must  so  continue 
until  new  bends  were  formed.  It  therefore  follows  that  the  same  causes 
which  influence  a  current  to  deepen  particular  places,  though  not  en- 
tirely permanent,  (as  nothing  depending  on  the  banks  and  beds  of  rivers 
strictly  can  stand  in  that  relation,)  they  are  nevertheless  subject  only  to 
gradual  changes,  too  slow  in  their  progress  to  afford  a  reasonable  ground 
to  abandon  a  plan  of  improvement  for  objections  based  alone  on  that 
consideration. 
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To  confine  the  banks  of  streams  within  narrower  beds  than  they  form 
for  themselves,  is  no  new  operation  in  the  history  of  the  transactions  of 
man.  Rivers  which  overflow  their  banks,  as  they  become  densely  set- 
tled, are  uniformly  leveed  to  reclaim  low  grounds  and  prevent  the  ex- 
pansion of  floods.  Experience  proves  that  artificial  levees,  made  in  a 
very  ordinary  manner,  confine  the  waters  of  rivers  with  as  much  cer- 
tainty, and  with  no  greater  expense,  than  waters  are  confined  within  the 
banks  of  a  canal.  Artificial  embankments  are  the  improvements  which 
ultimately  obtain  on  all  rivers  having  a  dense  population  on  rich  over- 
flowed lands.  Such  has  been  the  condition  of  the  Nile  from  time  imme- 
morial— the  condition  of  the  Po  and  Adige  of  Italy,  for  centuries  past — 
the  condition  of  nearly  all  the  rivers  in  Europe,  and  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  partially  so  of  many  others  in  the  United  States.  The  improve- 
ment for  deepening  the  channel  of  the  Hudson  near  Albany  is  of  this 
character,  and  has  been  persevered  in  for  years.  Embankments  for  le- 
veing  rivers  have  been  very  permanent,  and  have  resisted,  with  success, 
those  varying  changes  which  rivers  in  their  natural  state  constantly  un- 
dergo. 

It  is  not  overlooked  that  the  experience  of  the  country  in  many  places 
is  against  the  use  of  wing-dams  for  the  improvement  of  rivers;  and 
where  they  have  been  erected  with  reference  only  to  deepening  par- 
ticular bars,  so  soon  as  these  have  been  washed  away,  others  have  fre- 
quently been  formed  above  and  below  them;  and  when  constructed  so  as 
to  much  oppose  the  course  of  the  current,  the  water  has  dammed  on  the 
upper  side,  and  in  falling  over  undermined  the  lower,  occasioned 
breaches,  partially  destroying  the  works,  leaving  portions  of  them  stand- 
ing their  full  height  to  the  hazard  of  boats  in  medium  floods.  These 
objections  are  entitled  to  great  weight,  and  it  must  be  admitted  that,  on 
the  western  waters,  where  much  of  the  trade  is  carried  on  in  flatboats 
coming  from  long  distances,  in  which,  from  the  nature  of  the  business, 
pilots  cannot  be  employed,  nor  the  navigators  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  country  or  the  river,  the  natural  beds  of  the  streams,  in  half 
floods,  arc  better  than  any  plan  of  improvement  which  can  be  devised; 
but  as  the  great  object  of  improvements  is  to  provide  for  the  dry  seasons 
of  the  year,  this  objection  must  yield  to  that  higher  consideration.  It  is 
with  due  deference  submitted,  that,  on  the  plan  of  improvement  propos- 
ed, these  objections  lose  much  of  their  force  from  the  great  length  of  the 
works  erected  with  direct  reference  to  the  shape  of  the  banks  and  course 
of  the  currents,  which  secures  them  in  a  great  degree  from  being  under- 
mined, ^ind  lessens  as  much  as  possiole  the  liability  of  boats  lodging  on 
and  being  injured  by  them;  and  makes  the  proposed  works  more  as- 
simulated  in  character  with  the  levees  used  on  large  rivers  than  to  the 
wing-dams  with  which  they  are  now  compared. 

It  is  not  supposed  that  the  works  contemplated  will  partake  of  such 
permanency  of  character  as  to  last  ages  without  repair;  like  the  banks 
of  a  canal,  they  will  doubtless  be  subject  to  breaches,  and  require  atten- 
tion and  labor  for  their  preservation.  The  practice  and  experience  of 
the  world  warrant  the  inference  that  a  fair  title  for  durability  may  be 
claimed  for  them;  and  situated  as  they  will  be  on  the  alluvial  bed  of 
the  river  brought  there  by  the  waters  in  their  natural  current,  the  infer- 
ence is  equally  clear  that,  when  additional  velocity  is  communicated  to 
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it,  by  reducing  its  width,  the  light  materials  of  the  bars  will  readily  be 
removed,  and  channels  formed  of  as  great  depth  as  the  navigation  of 
the  river  will  require. 

The  plan  of  increasing  the  depth  of  water  on  the  sand-bars  contem- 
plates, also,  dams  across  the  cutoffs,  so  that  the  whole  volume  of  the 
river  may  be  confined  to  its  natural  bed.  The  cause  of  the  bar  near  the 
head  of  the  New  Harmony  cut-off  is  occasioned  by  the  diversion  of  the 
waters  of  the  Wabash  into  the  large  bayou  called  Fox  river,  and  the 
water  which  is  discharged  through  the  New  Harmony  cut-off.  It  is  in- 
tended to  dam  the  Fox  river  at  its  head — the  New  Harmony  cut-off  on 
the  rock  bottom  near  the  mill,  and  thus  restore  the  current  to  its  an- 
cient channel. 

The  cut-offs  straighten  the  direction  of  the  river,  but,  on  that  account, 
do  not  render  any  advantage  to  the  navigation  in  low  stages.  The  part 
of  the  river  the  most  crooked  is  between  Coffee  island  and  New  Harmo- 
ny, and  there  the  river  has  the  greatest  depth. 

The  descent  of  the  river  is  about  eight  inches  per  mile,  taken  in  its 
whole  extent;  and  90  miles  in  length.  The  cut-offs  and  bayous  through 
which  the  water  flows  in  floods  is  not  one-half  of  that  distance.  If  the 
river  was  confined  to  these,  its  velocity  would  be  so  much  increased  that 
the  channel  would  have  to  be  very  narrow  to  afford  water  for  the  navi- 
gation of  boats.  It  is  not  sound  policy  to  use  the  bayous  and  cut-offs 
for  that  purpose;  they  cannot  give  any  advantages  in  dry  seasons,  and 
are  objectionable  on  account  of  the  river  being  the  boundary,  lor  about 
200  miles  of  its  course,  between  Illinois  and  Indiana.  The  borders  of  the 
river  are  filling  with  a  population  with  great  rapidity,  and  towns,  trade, 
and  capital  increasing  in  size,  extent,  and  value.  Slight  additional  aid 
given  in  clearing  drift  and  timber  from  heads  of  bayous  and  deep  bends, 
would  be  sufficient,  in  more  than  one  place,  to  alter  the  river  for  miles 
in  extent  in  both  States,  and  leave  towns,  where  there  has  been  an  ac- 
cumulation of  capital,  destitute  of  the  navigation  which  induced  its  loca- 
tion. Good  faith  and  the  comity  due  adjoining  States  poinf  to  the 
necessity  of  early  arresting  these  changes  in  the  bed  of  the  Wabash,  to 
preserve  the  equality  of  the  benefits  between  respective  places,  and  the 
good  feeling  of  their  citizens. 

The  plan  of  improving  the  rock  bars  alone  and  clearing  out  the 
snags  would  be  of  immense  advantage  to  the  country  bordering  the 
Wabash;  and  with  the  two  feet  water  which  it  would  afford  in  seasons 
when  the  stage  of  the  river  would  be  as  low  as  in  1838,  which  wouid 
not  often  occur,  fiat-boats  could  descend  at  all  times,  and  steamboats  of 
light  draught,  except  impeded  by  ice,  could  navigate  the  river  at  all  pe- 
riods of  the  year.  It  is  free  from  the  objections  of  want  of  permanen- 
•  cy,  and  hazard  of  being  rendered  comparatively  useless,  by  changes  and 
new  formations  of  the  river.  It  would  connect  equally  navi gub I e portions  of 
the  Wabash,  and  can  \-e  constructed  for  an  inconsiderable  sum.  compar- 
ed with  the  benefits  it  would  secure  to  the  citizens  of  the  two  States. 

The  plan  of  making  the  improvement  for  three  feet  water  to  the  foot 
ot  the  Grand  rapids  recommends  itself  as  affording  a  navigation  at  all 
times  equal  to  the  exigencies  of  the  country;  has  the  advantage  of  arrest- 
ing the  further  progress  of  the  bayous  which  may  hereafter  become  sub- 
jects of  irritability  between  the  two  States,  and  of  rendering  the  naviga- 
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tion  quite  as  good  as  the  present  state  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio; 
and,  from  the  benefits  which  it  would  secure  to  their  citizens,  would 
form  a  subject  worthy  of  the  enterpiize  and  co-operation  of  Illinois  and 
Indiana. 

The  greatest  depth  of  water  which  can  be  obtained,  at  any  reasonable 
cost,  by  improving  the  channel  of  the  Wabash,  is  three  feet.  This  was 
not  supposed  sufficient  to  answer  the  requisitions  of  the  instructions  re- 
ceived, nor  such  as  would  comply  with  the  statute  of  the  State  of  Indiana 
authorizing  the  survey,  and  the  intimation  given  in  it  for  the  examina- 
tion of  the  canal  route  located  by  P.  Von  Smith,  Esq.,  at  the  instance  of 
the  citizens  of  Posey  county.  So  soon  as  the  examinations  of  the  river 
were  completed,  (he  survey  of  the  canal  route  was  commenced. 

Until  the  report  of  Mr.  Von  Smith  came  to  hand,  which  was  at  a  late 
period  in  the  river  surveys,  it  was  supposed  that  the  Wabash  at  New 
Harmony,  with  the  aid  of  a  deep  cut,  would  command  the  summit  be- 
tween that  place  and  MountVernon,  on  the  Ohio  river.  This  was  not  the 
case,  the  Wabash  lying  too  low  for  that  purpose. 
The  point  on  the  Wabash,  indicated  by  the  levels  for  a  feeder  to  supply 
this  canal, is  at  Coffee  island,  six  miles  below  the  Grand  rapids.  Big  creek 
was  guaged  and  found  to  discharge  less  than  300  cubic  feet  per  minute. 
Indian  creek  and  Rush  creek,  if  not  entirely  dry,  could  only  be  said  to  run, 
and  were  useless  as  feeders.  No  situation  well  calculated  for  a  reservoir 
on  Big  creek  was  perceived;  which,  with  the  doubts  of  the  propriety  of 
relying  on  such  mode  to  supply  so  large  a  canal,  (19  miles  long,  with 
lockage  both  sides  of  the  summit.)  and  the  consideration  that  much  of  the 
benefits  accruing  from  the  work  would  be  from  the  water-power  it 
would  create,  determined  the  necessity  of  obtaining  the  supply  from  the 
Wabash. 

This  route  of  canal  divides  itself,  naturally,  into  three  divisions.  The 
first  or  northern  division  embraces  the  deep  excavation  occasioned  by 
sinking  a  feeder  five  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  Wabash  in  alow 
stage,  and  extends  from  the  head  of  Coffee  island  to  Black  river,  18 
miles. 

The  middle  division,  from  Black  river  to  Chainville,  in  common  cut- 
ing,  12  miles. 

The  southern  division,  from  Chainville  to  Big  creek,  Indian  creek,  the 
summit,  and  to  Mount  Vernon,  ll  miles. 

In  one  respect,  Coffee  island  is  an  unfavorable  point  for  a  feeder  or 
the  junction  of  a  canal  with  the  river.  The  high  land  of  the  level  coun- 
try, for  over  10  or  12  miles  above  the  mouth  of  White  river,  does  not  ap- 
proach its  southwestern  bank,  or  the  bank  of  theWabash,  until  it  arrives 
near  New  Harmony,  and  forms  a  plain  embracing  the  mouths  of  the 
White  and  Patoka  rivers,  more  than  30  miles  long  and  from  five  to  seven 
broad,  which  is  ordinarily  overflowed  from  7  to  10  feet  deep.  It  is  more 
than  five  miles  wide  at  Coffee  island,  and  the  nearest  direction  to  the 
high  land  is  almost  at  right  angles  with  the  course  of  the  canal. 

The  lower  part  of  this  plain  is  drained  by  the  Big  bayou,  which  leaves 
theWabash  about  six  miles  below  Coffee  island,  and  running  a  southerly 
course  ten  and  half  miles,  is  discharged  into  the  Wabash  one  and  half 
miles  above  Black  river. 

The  waters  of  this  immense  plain  are  too  accumulated  in  quantity  to 
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be  taken  into  a  canal  or  passed  under  it,  and  it  is  objectionable  to  have 
it  flow  for  miles  between  the  canal  and  the  high  plain  at  the  base  of 
which,  after  leaving  the  Wabash,  the  canal  must  be  located. 

A  bayou  discharging  itself  into  the  Wabash  a  short  distance 
below  the  head  of  the  canal,  carries  off  the  waters  on  the  subsid- 
ence of  the  floods  from  the  low  grounds  between  the  high  lands  border- 
ing the  valley  and  the  bank  of  the  river.  A  ditch  29  chains  long  will  be 
necessary  to  turn  its  channel  into  the  Wabash  above  the  canal.  Fur- 
ther explorations  may  make  it  necessary  to  extend  ditches  from  this 
bavou  to  drain  the  waters  intercepted  on  the  low  plain  by  the  bank  of 
the  canal;  but,  if  any  such  necessity  exists,  the  expense  of  forming  the 
drains,  from  the  surveys  which  have  been  made,  will  be  inconsiderable, 
and  no  provision  is  made  for  them. 

The  dimensions  of  the  canal  which  are  here  estimated  are,  for  the  least 
width  at  surface  of  water,  52  feet,  width  at  bottom,  34£  feet,  with  spaces 
at  all  places,  once  in  half  a  mile,  where  the  banks  arc  not  sufficiently 
apart,  of  100  feet  wide,  for  steamboats  to  pass  each  other;  the  banks 
not  less  than  eight,  feet  high;  the  slopes  on  both  sides,  as  well  as  the 
canal,  of  one  and  three-fourths  feet  base  to  one  foot  perpendicular  rise; 
the  tow-path  ten  fejet  wide  at  top,  the  berm  bank  six  feet;  the  locks 
3S  feet  wide  and  175  feet  long  in  the  chambers;  water-way  of  aqueduct, 
42  feet  wide;  and  the  bridges  built  with  draws,  to  turn  on  a  pivot  with 
a  rack  and  pinion,  to  open  for  the  passage  of  boats. 

The  first  eight  miles  from  the  Wabash  will  be  very  expensive,  and 
there  would  be  not  more  than  $j44,000  additional  cost  in  changing  the 
plan,  by  raising  the  level  of  the  canal  six  feet  by  a  dam  across  the  Wa- 
bash, at  the  lower  end  of  Coffee  island,  nine  feet  high — the  dam  provi- 
ded with  a  lock  for  the.  passage  of  steamboats  in  the  Wabash;  and  the 
lock  of  six  feet  lift  added  to  the  canal. 

More  perfect  surveys  and  examinations  may  find  this  the  least  expen- 
sive mode;  and  from- the  fact  of  its  forming  the  best  improvement  for  the 
Coffee  island  ,  rapids  and  the  rapids  at  White  river,  it  presents  a  strong 
reason  for^the  construction  of  the  canal  as  w^ll  as  the  change  of  plan. 

In  making  the  comparison,  the  dam  and  steamboat  lock  on  the  river, 
and  the  six  feet  lock  on  the  canal,  were  estimated  at  $305,000. 

It  is  not  contemplated  that  the  proposed  canal  will  command  the 
steamboat  trade  except  at  times  of  low  water.  Its  want  of  width  and 
the  necessity  of  using  horses  to  tow  the  vessels  will  give  the  preference 
to  the  river  when  it  can  be  used.  The  nature  of  the  trade  will  hardly 
permit  steamboat  owners  to  have  relays  of  horses  on  the  line  of  the 
canal;  these  must  be  hired,  which  will  increase,  in  some  measure,  the 
hazards  of  delay. 

A  steamboat  canal  on  the  margin  of  the  Wabash  should  be  six  feet 
deep  and  100  feet  wide,  with  the  banks  paved  with  stone,  so  that  boats 
might  pass  each  other  at  all  places,  and  be  propelled  by  steam.  Such  a 
canal,  with  a  dam  and  lock  at  Coffee  island  sufficiently  high  to  raise  the 
water  four  feet  on  the  rapids  at  the  mouth  of  White  river,  would  be  an 
effectual  improvement  of  the  Wabash  from  the  Ohio  to  some  15  or  20 
miles  above  the  Grand  rapids.  Its  cost,  however,  places  such  a  work 
out  of  the  question.  It  could  not  be  constructed  for  less  than  three  and 
a  half  millions  of  dollars. 
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The  plan  of  the  work  proposed,  although  not  perfect  as  regards 
the  navigation  of  steamboats,  is  well  calculated  for  the  trade  of  the 
country.  Its  size  will  render  the  freights  cheaper  than  they  could  oth- 
erwise be  on  a  canal  of  less  dimensions,  and  it  also  combines  the  advan- 
tage of  affording  a  tolerable  mode  for  the  business  of  steamboats  at  all 
seasons  of  the  )  ear  when  free  from  ice. 

The  distance  between  Mount  Vernon  and  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  by 
the  map,  is  19  miles,  and  the  distance  in  the  length  of  the  voyage  from 
that  point  to  the  Grand  Rapids  will  be.  shortened  more  than  one-half  by 
the  canal.  How  far  this  circumstance,  combined  with  its  safety,  will 
compensate  for  the  difference  between  using  it  and  the  river,  is  difficult 
to  determine,  although  it  is  clear  it  must  have  some  influence  on  the 
business  and  the  tolls  which  will  be  received. 

After  leaving  the  Wabash  the  canal  will  be  carried  near  its  bank  for 
six  and  a  half  miles  in  a  southerly  direction,  where  it  meets  the  Big 
bayou,  which  for  ten  and  a  half  miles  in  the  same  course,  by  being  slightly 
excavated  and  straightened,  will  save  half  the  cost  of  a  canal  in  the  com- 
mon level  of  the  plain.  From  the  bayou  it  passes  near  the  Wabash,  one  and 
a  half  miles  to  Black  river,  which  in  floods  swells  to  a  large  stream.  '  It 
lies  too  high  to  be  crossed  with  a  dam,  and  not  sufficiently  so  for  a  wood- 
en trunk  aqueduct  to  be  safe  from  floods.  The  canal  is  carried  over  this 
stream  on  a  culvert  often  semi-circular  arches  of  twenty'feet  span  to  give 
it  sufficient  water  way.  The  cost  of  this  structure  is  estimated  at$5*,000. 
It  is  in  the  oack-water,  and  no  apprehensions  from  drift  are  entertained. 

From  Black  river  to  New  Harmony,  a  distance  of  three  and  a  fourth 
miles,  is  a  very  uniform  plain;  passing  it  the  canal  will  be  carried  along 
the  foot  of  the  bluff  nank  on  the  left  side  of  the  cut-offs,  for  nearly  one 
mile;  thence  generally  near  the  river  to  Chainville,  the  end  of  the  mid- 
dle division. 

From  Chainville  the  canal  begins  to  diverge  from  the  valley  of  the 
Wabash  by  turning  in  a  more  easterly  direction 'Up  the  plain  of  Big 
creek.  After  some  progress  had  been  made  in  the  surveys,  the  surface 
of  this  creek  was  found  to  be  too  low  to  admit  of  being  Crossed  in  a  dam 
of  28 i  feet  in  height  without  flooding  more  country  than  was  considered 
prudent  or  safe    lor  the  work. 

The  level  of  the  canal  is  so  little  elevated  above  the  range  of  the  floods 
that  a  stone  aqueduct  is  here  necessary.  The  aqueduct  has  three  eliptic 
arches  of  50  feet  span  and  17  feet  high.  The  highest  floods  will  rise 
over  the  top  of  the  arch  against  the  aqueduct;  but  from  the  extent  of  the 
waterway,  the  small  descent  of  the  stream,  and  its  situation  in  the 
back-water  of  the  Wabash,  it  is  supposed  safe  from  drifts.  The  cost 
of  this  structure  will  be  $86,000. 

From  the  aqueduct  to  the  foot  of  the  ridge  dividing  the  waters  between 
the  Wabash  and  the  Ohio,  the  canal  is  taken  two  miles  on  the  south- 
western banks  of  Big  and  Indian  creeks.  In  ascending  the  ridge  the 
ascent  is  1*2  feet  in  one  mile;  in  the  second  mile,  it  raises  from  12  to2l 
feet;  the  third  mile,  from  *2l  to  33;  the  next  half  mile  rises  to  38  feet  and 
descends  to  33;  the  next  mile  of  the  summit  descends  to  fifteen  feet, 
which  is  the  height  of  the  plain  one  mile  from  the  locks  on  the  bank  of 
the  Ohio  river.  The  lockage  is  overcome  by  four  locks,  the  three  first 
next  the  Ohio  of  14  feet  lift,  and  the  fourth  of  15  feet  lift. 
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The  cost  of  the  northern  division,  18  miles  2S  chains,  is  $932,250   16 

of  «.he  middle  division,       1 2  miles  27  chains  221,806  37 

of  the  southern  division,   ll  miles  15  chains  1,065,051   22 

41             70  .#2,219,107  75 


The  route  and  plan  are  not  favorable  for  cheap  construction.  In  tak- 
ing a  feeder  from  a  large  stream  with  small  descent,  much  cost  is  una- 
voidably encountered.  To  this,  in  the  present  instance,  are  to  be  added 
the  large  size  of  the  locks,  the  necessity  for  draw-bridges,  the  cost  of  a 
stone  aqueduct  over  Big  creek,  the  expensive  culverts  over  Black  river, 
and  a  guard-lock  33  feet  in  height,  estimated  to  cost  $i23.00t),  at  the 
head  ot  the  canal,  which,  with  the  deep  excavation  at  the  Wabash  feeder 
and  the  deep  cut  near  the  Ohio,  swells  the  costs  much  beyond  the  price 
per  mile  for  which  canals  have  been  generally  made. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  estimates  lor  the  northern  and  middle 
divisions  were  made'from  the  notes  and  levels  taken  in  the  river  survevs, 
and  on  a  revision  would  be  susceptible  of  improvement;  which,  to  some 
extent,  would  reduce  the  cost  of  the  work  and  shorten  the  route.  This 
remark  is  particularly  applicable  to  the  middle  division.  The  southern 
division  was  carefully  surveyed  to  determine  the  point  of  a  feeder  from 
the  Wabash;  and  as  the  line  down  the  river  was  carried  along  the  plain 
on  which  the  upper  part  of  the  line  must  he  located,  (that  fact  being  de- 
termined by  the  course  of  the  bayou.)  a  re-survey  for  all  practicable  pur- 
poses was  unnecessary;  and  to  compensate  lor  the  difference  oi'costsy 
which  may  be  saved  by  a  strict  examination,  no  allowance  has  been 
charged  for  contingencies  and  superintendence,  which  will  amount  to  a 
sum  which  will  at  least  equal  all  the  benehts  deri\ed  from  the  final 
location. 

The  greatest  portion  of  the  expenses  of  the  canal  is  at  its  termina- 
tions. The  first  eight  miles,  next  the  Wabash,  are  estimated  to  cost 
$731,933  48,  and  the  first  four  miles  next  the  Ohio,  $'795,037  28. 

The  locks  and  aqueducts  are  estimated  to  be  built  of  hewn  stone,  laid 
in  hydraulic  cement. 

The  plan  and  estimates  provide  for  a  moderate  sized  basin  for  steam- 
boats at  Mount  Vernon,  and  a  basin  tor  mills  and  water  privileges. 

I;;  the'ieccipt  of  toils,  and  the  rents  derived  from  the  sales  oi "the  water- 
power,  the  canal  would  have  an  advantage  over  the  improvements 
contemplated  in  the  channel  of  the  Wabash.  The  country  through 
which  the  canal  route  passes,  in  the  greatest  part  of  its  length',  is  well 
cultivated,  rich  in  agricultural  productions,  abounds  in  timber,  and  is 
supplied  with  iron  ore,  limestone,  and  marble.  It  is  nearly'dcsti'ute  of 
water-power;  consequently,  its  introduction  would  be  of  immense  value. 

There  are  now  in  operation  in  Posey  county  !2  steam  engines,  which 
are  said  to  cost  their  owners  the  average  sum  of  $2,000  each,  or  the  gross 
sura  of  $21,003  annually,  for  keeping  them  in  fuel.  The  construction  of 
the  canal  would  create  water-power  to  an  extent  which  would  only  be 
limited  by  the  demand.  It  could  be  used  from  Black  river  to  Big  creek, 
as  well  as  at  the  site  at  Mount  Vernon,  where  it  would  have  a  fall,  in 
ordinary  stages  of  the  Ohio,  of  more  than  fortv  feet. 
20 
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The  extenlof  the  manufactures,  now  in  Posey  county,  warrants  the 
belief  that  its  citizens  would,  soon  after  the  water  privileges  were  offer- 
ed for  sale,  become  purchasers  to  the  amount  they  now  expend  for  fuel 
on  their  mills;  and  the  facilities  for  procuring  raw  materials,  with  the 
command  of  markets  on  or  near  the  Ohio,  would  so  induce  the 
establishments  of  emigrants  for  manufacturing  flour,  lumber,  and  iron, 
tint  five  years  would"  not  elapse  before  the  rents  for  water  privileges 
would  be  worth  $30,000  annually;  which,  with  the  tolls  received,  al- 
though they  will  not  be  so  large  in  amount  as  if  the  canal  was  more  re- 
mote from  the  Wabash  and  the  canal  now  being  constructed  between 
Evansville  and  Torre  Haute,  yet  would  go  far  towards  reimbursing, 
Or  perhaps,  in  time,  completely  paying  its  cost  of  construction. 

The  extreme  sickness  of  the  season  greatly  retarded  the  surveys,  in- 
creased its  expense,  prevented,  in  some  measure,  that  close  examination 
which,  under  other  circumstance?,  would  have  been  given;  and,  from  the 
ill  health  consequent  on  its  exposure,  have  unavoidably  delayed  this  com 
munication  until  the  present  moment. 

The  disbursements  made  previous  to  the  1st  of  December,  were — 
On  contracts  with  Messrs.  Wilson,  &  Co.     -  -  -    $(5,409  00 

For  surveys  and  superintendence     -  -  -  -      4,192  31 


Of  this  sum — 

The  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  Indiana  paid: 
For  construction  account         -         -  §'4,093  00 
surveys  and  superintendence    -     1,056  83 


$10,601  31 


The  Commissioners  on  the  part 
of  Illinois  paid: 

For  construction              -         -         -  2,3 16  00 

surveys  and  superintendence    -  3, 1 35  48 


$5,149  83 


5,451   48 


10,601    31 


As  per  account  with  vouchers  rendered. 

Appended  are  abstract  of  contract  prices,  specifications,  and  notice 
exhibited  at  the  letting,  and  blank  form  of  contracts. 
All  of  which  is  rcspectfullv  submitted. 

D.  BURR, 
Principal  Engineer.  Wabash  river. 


Abstract 


of  conti  act.  prices  for  the  lock  and  dam  at  the    Grand  Rapids  of  the. 
Wabash  river. 


Look  Section  No.  1. 

Dam  Section  No.  2. 

William   Mudge,   contractor. 

Baker,  Riley  &  Co., 
contractors. 

Items. 

For  regular  coursed  masonry  in  lock  and 

prices. 

prices. 

abutment  walls,    per   cubic  yard,   if  the 

materials    be  procured  from  the  quarry 

at  Portersville      - 

$14 

00 

$14  00 

If  from  the  quarry  near  Gater's 

16  00 

14  00 

If  from  the  quarry  near  Petersburg  - 

11 

50 

13  00 

For  earth  excavation,    in   lock-pit  above 

water,  per  cubic  yard      -             - 

18 

For    earth   excavation     in     abutment-pit 

above  water,  per  cubic  yard 

13 

For   earth    excavation  in  lock-pit    below 

water,  per  cubic  yard      - 

50 

For   earth     excavation     in  abutrnent-pit 

below  water,  per  cubic  yard 

50 

For  rock    excavation    in   Jock-pit     below 

water,  per  cubic  yard 

i 

00 

For  rock  excavation  below  water  and  be- 

low lock  pit,  per  cubic  yard 

i 

.50 

For  stone  filling  in  crib  protection,  above 

and  below  lock,  per  cubic  yard  - 

1 

50 

For  stone  filling  in  dam,  per  cubic  yard 

I  10 

For  stone  pavement  or  rip-rap  protection 

below  lock  cribs,  per  cubic  yard 

1 

50 

For  stone  riprap  protection    below  abut- 

ments, per  cubic  yard 

l   10 

For  square  timber  in  crib  protection  wall, 

per  lineal   foot     - 

14 

For  square  timber  in  lock  foundation,  per 

cubic  foot 

14 

For  timber  in  cribs  ofdam,  per  cubic  foot  - 

14 

For  timber  in  abutment  foundation,  per 

cubic  foot             - 

14 

For  timber  in  culvert  foundations,  per  cu- 

bic foot    - 

13 

14 

Fcr  square  timber  in  culverts,  per  cubic  ft. 

13 

15 

For  round  ties,  per  lineal  foot 

10 

10 

For  puddle,  per  cubic  yard 

40 

35 

For  sheet  piling,  per  square  foot     - 

10 

8 

For  6   inch  covering  timber  for  dam,  per 

superficial  foot    -             -                     ■»    - 

124 

284 


ABSTRACT— Continued. 


Lock  Section  No.  1. 

Dam  Section  No.  2. 

William  Mudge,  contractor. 

Baker,  Riley  &,  Co., 
contractors. 

Items. 

prices. 

prices. 

For  wrought-iron  in  straps,  clamps,  screws, 
rods,  chains,  gate-irons,  and  ail  other 
wrought-iron  about  the  dam,  lock,  or 
culverts,  except  the  spikes,  per  pound     - 

For  cast-iron,  including  capstan  wheels, 
shafts,  and  all  other  cast-iron,  per  lb. 

For  square  timber  in  gates  and  mitre  sills, 
per  cubic  foot      - 

For  wood-work  in  lock-gates  and  mitre-sills, 
including  framing,  planking,  fitting  pad- 
dle gates,  and  all  the  wood-work  repre- 
sented in  the  drawings  or  described  in 
the  specifications,  and  hanging  the  gates 
complete,  for  the  gross  sum  of    - 

For  3  inch  plank  on  lock,  culvert,  or  abut- 
ment foundations,  per  square  foot 

For  2  inch  plank  in  lock,  culvert,  or  abut- 
ment foundations,  or  for  facing  walls  of 
cribs,  per  square  foot 

For  wrought  iron  spikes  in  dam,  crib  pro- 
tection, lock-gates,  chamber  of  culvert, 
per  lb.     - 

For  gravel  above  dam,  per  cubic  yard 

For  gravel  in  culvert  cribs  - 

For  earth  excavation  in  culvert-pit 

For  earth  excavation  in  side-cut  canal,  per 
cubic  yard  - 

For  embankment  for  guard-bank    - 

For  clearing  and  grubbing  under  guard- 
bank,  per  lineal  chain     - 


$0     20 


15 


1 2 


600  00 
10 


20 


40 

16 

16 
14 

G  00  | 


18 


m 


18 
35 
35 
15 

15 
16 

5  00 
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Article  of  Agreement 

Entered  into  this  da}'  of  one  thousand  eight  hun- 

dred by  and  between  M.  K.  Alexander,  Commissioner  of  the 

State  of  Illinois,  and  acting  in   its  behalf,  and  Thomas  H.  Blake,  Com- 
missioner of  the  St,ate  of  Indiana,  and  acting  in  behalf  thereof,  party  of 
the  first  part;  and 
party  of  the  second  part 

Witnesseth,  that  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  for  and  in  consid- 
eration of  the  payments,  and  covenants  hereinafter  mentioned,  to  be 
made,  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  do  hereby  agree,  covenant,  and 
engage  to  furnish  all  the  materials,  and  perform  all  the  labor,  necessary 
to  build  and  construct  section  No.  of  the  joint  improvements 

of  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  of  the  Wabash  river  at  the 
embracing  the  together  with  the  abutments,  guard- 

banks,  canals,  crib  protection-walls,  pavements,  and  all  the  fixtures  re- 
presented in  the  drawings  or  described  in  the  specifications  exhibited  at 
the  letting  of  said  section;  which  drawings  and  specifications  are  deemed 
and  taken  as  part  of  this  contract;  and  further  agree  to  build  and  con- 
struct all  the  walls,  embankments,  crib-work  or  other  fixtures,  which 
may  be  directed  by  the  engineer  having  charge  of  the  work. 

In  consideration  of  the  work  so  to  be  done  and  executed,  it  is  agreed 
and  understood,  that  there  shall  be  paid  by  the  Commissioners  aforesaid 
to  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  as  follows: 

For  regular  coursed  masonry  in  lock- walls,  per  cubic  yard, 
If  the  materials  be  procured  from  the  quarry  at  Portersville. 
If  from  the  quarry  near  Gaiters, 
If  from  the  quarry  near  Petersburg, 

For  earth  excavation  in  abutment  pit  above  water,  per  cubic  yard, 
For  earth  excavation  in  lock-pit  below  water,  per  cubic  yard, 
For  earth  excavation  in  abutment  pit  below  water,  per  cubic  yard, 
For  rock  excavation  in  lock-pit  bulow  water,  per  cubic  yard, 
For  rock  excavation  below  water,  and  below  lock-pit,  per  cubic  yard. 
For  stone  filling  in  crib  protection,  above   and  below  lock,  per  cubic 
yard, 

For  stone  filling  in  dam,  per  cubic  yard. 

For  stone  pavement,  or  rip-rap  protection,  below  lock-cribs,  per  cu- 
bic yard, 

For  stone  rip-rap  protection  below  abutment,  per  cubic  yard. 
For  square  timber  in  crib  protection-walls,  per  lineal  foot, 
For  square  timber  in  lock  foundation,  per  cubic  foot. 
For  timber  in  cribs  of  dam,  per  cubic  foot, 
For  timber  in  abutment  foundation, 
For  timber  in  culvert  foundation, 
For  square  timber  in  culvert,  per  cubic  foot. 
For  round  tiers,  per  lineal  loot. 
For  paddle,  per  cubic  foot, 
For  sheet  piling,  per  square  foot, 

For  6  inch  covering  timbers  for  dam,  per  superficial  foot, 
For  wrought  iron  in  straps,  clamps,  screws,    rods,  chains,  gate  irons, 
and  all  other  wrought  iron  about  the  dam,  lock,  or  culverts,  except  the 
spikes,  per  lb. 
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For  cast  iron,  including  capstan  wheels,  shafts,  and  all  other  cast  iron, 
per  lb. 

For  square  timber  in  gate  and  mitre-sills,  per  square  cubic  foot, 

For  wood  work  of  lock  gates  and  mitre  sills,  including  framing, 
planking,  fitting  paddle-gatcs,  and  all  the  wood  work  represented  in  the 
drawing,  or  described  in  the  specification?,  and  hanging  the  gates  com- 
plete, for  the  gross  sum  of, 

For  3  inch  plank  in  lock,  culvert,  or  abutment  foundations, per  square 
fool, 

For  2  inch  plank  in  lock,  culvert,  or  abutment  foundations, or  for  fac- 
ing walls  of  cribs,  per  square  foot, 

For  wrought  iron  spikes  in  dam,  crib-protection,  lock-gates,  chamber 
of  culvert,  per  lb. 

For  gravel  above  dam,  per  cubic  yard, 

For  gravel  in  culvert  cribs. 

For  earth  excavation  in  culvert  pit,  per  cubic  yard, 

For  earth  excavation  in  side-cut  canals,  per  cubic  yard, 

For  embankment  for  guard-bank,  per  cubic  yard, 

For  clearing  and  grubbing  under  guard-bank,  per  lineal  chain, 

It  is  understood  that  the  prices  offered  for  the  above  items  are  intend- 
ed to  include  materials  and  labor  of  every  description  required  to  fit 
and  put  them  in  the  work.  The  plank,  timber,  and  all  other  materials 
paid  for  by  measurement  or  weight,  shall  be  estimated,  or  the  quantities 
shall  be  determined,  by  the  dimensions  of  the  timbers,  or  oiher  item,  as 
it  lies  in  the  work  when  finished. 

No  allowance  will  be  made  for  bailing  water,  and  no  extra  allowance 
will  be  made  in  any  case  for  the  performance  of  this  contract,  beyond 
the  sum  stipulated  herein,  except  for  additional  or  extra  work. 

It  is  further  agreed  that'  any  items  of  work  that  may  necessarily 
occur  in  or  about  the  lock  and  dam,  not  already  specified  in  this  con- 
tract, or  represented  in  the  plan,  or  described  in  the  specifications,  and 
which  may  be  directed  to  be  done  by  the  engineer,  shall  be  estimated 
by  him  and  paid  for  according  to  its  value. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  that  this  contract  or  any  part  thereof  shall 
not  be  transferred,  or  sub-contracted  in  any  manner,  or  under  any  pre- 
tence whatsoever,  except  for  the  procuring'of  materials. 

And  the  party  of  the  second  part  further  fgrce  thnt,  whenever  requir- 
ed by  the  Commissioners  aforesaid,  or  the  enginee--  having  charge  of  fhe 
works,  will  engage  and  employ  a  first  rate  mechanic  to 

superintend  the  construction  of  "the  structures  included  in  this  contract, 
whose  qualifications  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  Commissioners  or  engi- 
neer aforesaid;  and  the  party  of  the  second  part  further  covenant  and 
agree  to  dismiss  from  service  and  employment,  such  me- 

chanic or  any  disorderly  quarrelsome  person,  who  shall  wantonly  com- 
mit any  trespass,  either  upon  the  person  or  property  of  any  individual 
whatever,  or  be  guilty  of  any  offensive  conduct  of  any  kind:  and  at  any 
time,  the  party  of  the  second  part  covenant  and  "agree  to  discharge 
from  service,  all  and  every  person  or  persons  employed  by 

or  under  whenever  thereto  directed   by  the  engineer  hav- 

ing charge  of  the  works. 


And  it  is  further  understood  and  agreed  that  the  party  of  the  second 
part  shall  commence  said  section  No.  including  the 

and  other  works,  on  or  before  the  1838;  .ind  it  is  further 

agreed  "that  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  shall  and  will,  in  all  and 
every  thing  and  matter,  conform  to  the  orders  and  directions  of  the 
chief  engineer,  or  assistant  engineer,  or  other  person  having;  chargef^f 
the  work,  and  do  and  execute  all  the  work  in  the  said  contract  men- 
tioned in  the  mode  and  manner  directed  by  them;  and  w  henever  the 
said  engineer  may  and  shall  think  proper  to  change,  alter,  enlarge,  di- 
minish, or  alter  the  amount  of  work  or  location  of  the  work  on  (his  con- 
tract, he  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  do  so;  and  the  said  party 
of  the  second  part  do  bind  faithfully  to  observe  and  obey 

his  instructions  and  directions  touching  such  change,  alteration, enlarge- 
ment or  lessening;  and  when  the  same  is  done,  the  said  engineer  shall 
have  full  power  to  make  such  addition  to  or  deduction  from  the  amount 
agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  work  as,  in  his  opinion,  may  be  just  and 
equitable. 

It  is  further  understood  and  agreed  by  the  parties  that,  in  case  the  said 
section  No.  embracing  the  shall 

not  be  commenced  within  the  time  above  stated;  or  if  at  any  subsequent 
period,  the  party  of  the  second  part  should,  in  the  opinion  of  the  engi- 
neer having  charge  of  the  work,  fail,  refuse,  or  neglect  to  prosecute  this 
contract  with  a  force  proportionate  to  the  quantity  of  the  work  to  bo 
done,  and  the  period  in  which  it  is  to  be  completed,  or  shall  sub-contract 
or  relet  said  section  No.  or  any  part  thereof;  or  shall  not 

give  personal  superintendence  to  the  work,  or  shall  refuse  at  any  time  to 
conform  to  the  directions  of  the  principal  engineer,  or  assistant  engineer, 
or  superintendent  of  the  works,  or  shall  violate,  in  any  way  or  manner, 
any  of  the  stipulations,  provisions,  or  conditions  of  this  contract,  the 
Commissioners  shall  have  power  to  declare  this  contract  forfeited,  and 
null  and  void;  and,  on  their  declaration,  the  same  shall  cease  and  deter- 
mine forever,  and  as  if  it  had  never  been  made,  and  they  may  proceed  to 
relet  the  same;  and  in  case  of  such  declaration  or  forfeiture,  the  retain- 
ed per  centage.  hereinafter  provided  for,  shall  belong  to  the  States  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  as  a  compensation  for  damages  which,  it  is  hereby 
agreed  by  the  parties,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  in  consequence  of  a  fail- 
ure of  the  party  of  the  second  part  to  perform  the  stipulations  of  this 
contract. 

It  is  understood,  and  mutually  agreed,  that,  if  in  the  opinion  of  the 
principal  engineer  at  any  time  the  party  of  the  second  part  shall  fail  to 
give  reasonable  assurance  of  finishing  the  contract  in  the  time  specified 
for  its  completion,  the  said  engineer,  with  the  consent  of  the  Com- 
missioners aforesaid,  shall  have  full  power  to  authorize  an  agent  to  em- 
ploy hands,  purchase  materials,  and  complete  the  work;  the  expense  of 
which  shall  he  charged  to  the  party  of  the  second  part,  and  be  deducted 
out  of  the  amount  which  would  be  due  under  the  terms  of  this  contract; 
and  in  the  final  settlement  of  accounts,  the  receipts  of  such  disbursements 
made  by  such  agent  shall  be  taken  and  considered  as  good  off-sets  to 
the  amount  due  to  the  party  of  the  second  part. 

It  is  mutually  unclerst  od  and  agreed  that  the  amount  of  work  done, 
and  the  materials  delivered  at  the  site  of  the  works,  at  contract  prices, 
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and  the  value  for  the  stone  quarried  and  delivered  near  the  quarries,  shall 
be  estimated  by  the  pnneipal  engineer  as  nearly  once  in  each  month  as 
can  be  conveniently  done;  and  that,  lor  eighty  five  per  cent,  of  such  esti- 
mate, the  p'irty  of  the  tirst  part  will  give,  within  ten  days  after,  their 
checks  to  the  party  of  the  second  part  on  the  Branch  Banks,  cither  at 
Mount  Cannel  or  at  Vincennes,  payable  at  sight;  and  that  when  this 
section  No.  shall  be  completed  and  finished  according  to 

the  contract,  p'ans,  specifications  and  directions  of  the  engineer,  or  with- 
in thirty  days  thereafter,  the  amount  and  value  of  all  the  works  an. I  ma- 
terials shall  be  valued  by  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  works;  and  on 
♦  he  presentation  of  his  certificate,  or  within  ten  days  thereafter,  the  ba- 
lance due  the  party  of  the  second  part,  including  the  amounts  of  the  fif- 
teen per  centages  retained  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  paid  to  the  party 
of  the  second  part. 

And  it  is  farther  understood  and  agreed  that  the  decision  of  the  princi- 
pal engineer  shall  be  tinal  and  conclusive,  as  to  the  manner  of  ihe  work 
and  the  quality  of  the  materials  to  be  u^ed  in  the  structures  embraced 
in  this  section,  and  conclusive  in  all  disputes,  matters  and  things  relating 
*.o  this  contract;  and  each  and  every  of  the  said  parties  do  hereby  waive 
any  right  of  action,  suit  or  suits,  or  other  remedy  in  law,  or  otherwise,  by 
virtue  of  said  covenants,  so  that  the  decision  of  the  said  principal  engi- 
neer shall  in  the  nature  of  an  award  be  final  and  conclusive  on  the  rights 
of  the  parties. 

The  party  of  the  second  part  covenant  and  agree  to  finish,  complete, 
and  deliver  up  this  contract  on  or  before  the  day  of 

In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  have  hereunto  set  their  hands  and 
seals,  this  day  and  year  first  above  written. 


Specifications  of  the  works  at  the  Grand  Rapids  of  the  Wabash  river. 

The  chamber  of  the  lock  wdl  be  175  feet  long,  from  quoin  to  quoin, 
aiuU*8  feet  wile.  The  whole  iength  of  the  lock,  including  the  cham- 
ber, will  be  '23Q  feet;  the  river  wall  will  have  a  base  of  16  feet,  and  the 
wall  on  tiie  shore  side  of  the  lock  a  base  of  14  feet  in  width. 

The  lock-pit,  if  the  rock  of  the  river  bed  should  not  prove  sufficiently 
solid  to  form  parts  of  the  walls,  will  be  excavated  244  feet  long  in  the 
bottom  and  76  feet  wide,  except  along  the  middle,  of  the  chambet,  on  a 
distance  of  about  100  feet,  where  it  may  be  reduced  to  72  feet  wide. 
The  bottom  of  the  pit  will  be  excavated  to  such  depth,  and  the  slopes  of 
tfad  side-  and  .the  ends  of  the  pits  shall  have  such  inclination  as  the  en- 
gineer may  direct.  The  parts  of  the  bottom  of  the  pit  on  which  ma- 
sonry is  to  be  built  will  be  required  to  be  dressed  down  to  an  even,  solid, 
horizontal  surface;  and  where  the  rock  proves  to  be  sufficiently  com- 
pact and  firm  to  be  used  for  a  portion  of  the  walls,  it  will  be  required 
to  be  cut  off  in  benches,  smooth  and  without  being  shattered,  to  corres- 
pond in  height  and  width  with  the  courses  of  masonry.  And  in  the 
»am  i  manner  where  the  rock  is  fitted  to  receive  timbers,  a  solid,  even 
bed  must  be  prepared  for  the  same  to  rest  on    or  lie  against,  where  the 
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sides  or  ends  come  in  contact.     In   case  rock  should    occur  in  the  abut- 
ment-pit, the  same  regulations  will    be  observed. 

The  rock  in  the  bed  of  the  river  below  the  lock-pit,  between  the  pro- 
tection walls,  will  be  excavated  to  such  width  and  depth  as  may  be 
found  nece^urv  tor  the  admission  of  boats  and  vessels  into  the  lock;  the 
quantity  and  dimensions  of  which  excavations  will  be  determined  by  the 
engineer. 

The  foundation  timbers  which  form  the  bottom  of  the  lock  arc  to  be 
hewn  square,  laid  side  by  side,  U  inches  deep  and  not  loss  than  12 
inches  wide,  and  long  enough  to  extend  &  feet  under  each  wall;  a  hole, 
2  inches  in  diameter  and  20  deep,  is  to  be  diilled  near  the  centre  line  of 
the  lock  under  the  middle  of  each  timber,  and  a  seasoned  locust  or  whit- 
oak  pin,  2  inches  in  diameter,  pierced  through  the  middle  in  the  direc- 
tion of  its  length,  with  a  half-inch  hole;  it  is  to  be  driven  firmly  into  the 
hole  in  the  rock.  Each  timber  as  it  shall  be  laid  will  be  secured  by  a 
7-8  inch  bolt,  driven  through  it  into  the  hole  in  the  rock  below.  The 
bolts  to  be  ragged  at  the  ends.  The  timbers  are  to  be  covered  with  3 
inr-h  white-oak  plank,  laid  lengthwise  of  the  lock,  and  secured  with 
H  incb  seasoned  white-oak  or  locust  pins,  10  inches  lor.g,  and  put  in  in 
the  proportion  of  two  to  every  third  timber  in  each,  plank.  Both  the 
timbers  and  the.  planks  are  to  be  fitted  closely  to  the  rock,  and  the  joints 
between  the  ends  of  the  planks  and  the  joints  between  the  timbers  and 
the  rock   are  to  be   made  water-tight. 

The  walls  of  the  lock  will  have  the  form  and  dimensions  represented 
in  th  t  plan;  they  will  be  vertical  on  the  faces  towards  the  chamber,  from 
the  head  of  the  lock  to  the  upper  hollow  quoin,  and  from  the  upper  end  of 
the  lower  recess  to  the  lower  end  of  the  wall.  The  face  of  the  wall  be- 
tween the  upper  hollow  quoin  and  the  upper  of  the  lower  recess  will 
have  a  curve  at  the  top  of  2  inches — the  line  of  the  wall  at  the  bottom 
wii:  be  straight;  the  outer  face  of  the  wall  on  the  river  side  will  have 
an  inclination  or  batter  of  H  inches  to  each  foot  in  length;  the  back  of 
the  lock  on  the  land  side  of  the  lock  will  have  an  inclination,  to  be  made 
in  offsets  of  2*  inches  to  each  foot  in  height. 

The  walls  are  to  be  regular  coursed  masonry  throughout;  the  smallest 
courses  are  not  to  be  less  than  14  inches  thick  or  deep,  and  they  may 
vary  from  14  to  30  inches;  vhe  stones  which  form  the  inner  faces  of  the 
walls  are  to  be  cut  smooth  on  the  face,  and  the  beds  and  joints  are  to  be 
dressed  even,  and  so  as  to  form  right  angles  with  the  face,  except  the 
beds  of  the  lower  course  on  each  side,  which  are  to  be  bevelled  in  such 
manner  as  to  give  the  curved  part  of  the  wall  the  desired  inclination; 
the  stretchers  are  to  have  beds  and  joints  of  not  less  than  2*  feet  in 
width,  mea-ured  from  the  face  back  into  the  interior  of  the  wall. 

The  headers,  in  all  the  courses  from  14  to  24  inches  thick  or  deep,  are 
to  he  two  feet  wide  from  joint  to  joint  measured  horizontally  on  the  face; 
and  in  courses  of  more  than  2  feet  in  thickness,  the  headers  on  the  face 
of  the  wall  to  be  cut  square,  with  the  same  bed  as  thickness,  the  beds  of 
the  headers  to  be  dressed  evenly  throughout,  and  the  joints  are  to  be 
dressed  as  far  back  as  the  joints  of  the  stretchers  will  extend;  each  header 
shall  extend  back  into  the  wall  of  the  full  size  of  at  least  U  feet  in  the 
smdhst  courses,  and  5  feet  in  the  courses  which  are  more  than  16 
inches  deep  on  the  face;  the  headers  in  each  course  are  co  be  placed  at 
intervals  of  not  more  than  lOfeet,  measuring  from  centre  to  centre;  the 
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space  between  them  shall  be  filled  with  either  one  or  two  stretchers. 
The  headers  and  stretchers  in  the  outer  face  of"  the  river  wall  are  to  be 
of  the  same  dimensions  as  those  on  the  inner  face,  but  the  faces  of  those 
on  the  outer  side  are  to  be  bevelled  so  as  to  give  the  wall  the  inclina- 
tion or  batter  above  mentioned.  A  draught  is  to  be  cut  around  the  face 
of  each  stone,  and  the  middle  part  may  be  drcs.^doff  with  the  pick  aqd 
bush-hammer;  the  headers  in  the  back  of  the  wall,  on  the  land  side  of 
the  lock,  are  to  be  of  the  same  dimensions  as  those  in  the  face;  and  in  all 
places  in  the  walls  where  the  headers  will  not  lap  or  pass  each  other  in 
the  centre,  a  third  course  of  headers  are  to  be  laid,  of  a  suitable  length 
in  the  interior  of  the  wall,  in  such  manner  that  the)'  will  reach  or  ex- 
tend one  foot  or  more  beyond  the  headers  from  the  sides  of  the  wall. 
The  backing  is  to  be  made  up  of  stones  of  the  same  thickness  or  depth 
as  the  face  stones,  both  beds  are  to  be  dressed  so  as  10  give  even  and 
parallel  surfaces.  The  sides  of  the  backing  stones  are  to  be  diessed 
with  the  hammer,  and  generally  to  contain  not  less  than  10  cubic  feet, 
and  are  to  be  so  arranged  as  to  break  joints,  in  order  to  bind  the  wall 
strongly  together,  and  give  the  whole  width  of  the  structure  a  firm  bond. 
The  mortar  joints  in  the  face  of  the  walls  arc  not  to  exceed  3  sixteenths 
of  an  inch  in  thickness. 

Whea  one  course  shall  be  laid  throughout  its  whole  extent,  it  must  be 
well  grouted,  and  the  whole  of  the  upper  bed  dressed  off  to  an  even 
horizontal  surface,  before  the  commencement  of  another  course.  The 
thickest  courses  are  to  be  laid  in  the  bottom  of  the  wall,  and  the  thin- 
ner courses  towards  the  top,  unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  engineer. 

In  each  superior  course,  the  headers  arc  to  be  placed  midway  between 
the  headers  in  the  course  below,  and  the  backing  stones  in  it  are  t.u  be 
so  arranged  as  to  break  joints  with  the  backing  stones  and  headers  in 
the  course  below. 

The  breast  of  the  lock  will  be  raised  to  such  height  as  will  hereafter 
be  determined  by  the  engineer,  and  will  be  covered  with  oak  limbers 
of  tlu  same  dimensions,  and  with  3  inch  plank  in  the  same  manner,  and 
the  timbers  to  be  extended  into  the  walls  the  same  distance  as  the  tim- 
bers and  plank  are  laid  in  the  parts  of  the  chamber  of  the  lock;  a  double 
course  of  sheet  piling  is  to  be  put  in  across  the  upper  end  of  the  lock 
and  the  upper  ends  of  the  pile  plank,  and  are  to  be  so  fitted  as  to  make 
a  water-tight  joint  with  the  plank  which  covers  the  breast.  Under  the 
mitre  sills  tiie  wall  is  to  be  formed  of  large  stone,  with  beds  and  joints, 
Ciit  and  fitted  in  such  manner  as  the  engineer  may  direct.  The  faced 
stones  under  the  mitre  sills  are  to  have  vertical  joints  at  light  angles  to 
the  curve  of  the  breast;  holes  arc  to  be  drilled  in  the  wall  to  receive 
iron  rods  to  secure  the  mitre  sills. 

The  mitre  sills  will  be  made  of  the  form  and  dimensions  repre- 
sented in  the  plans;  they  will  be  put  in  after  the  lock  walls  arc  built, 
and  secured  to  the  foundation  timbers  with  eighteen  1  inch  square  bolts, 
33  inches  long,  put  in  at  such  points  as  the  engineer  may  direct.  The 
timber  will  be  of  the  best  white-oak.  hewn  smooth  and  planed,  and  the 
joints  fitted  in  the  best  manner. 

The  upper  mitre  si'ls  will  have,  in  addition  to  the  common  bolts,  bolts 
of  U  inch  iron,  to  pass  through  the  timbers  into  the  wall  below;  there 
will  be  four  of  these  long  bolts  in  each  upper  mitre  sill. 

The  coping,  hollow  quoins,  and  breast  stones  are  to  be  of  such  com- 
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pact  strong  stone  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  engineer;  the  coping 
stones  are  to  be  of  the  dimensions  represented  in  the  plans;  they  are 
to  be  in  all  cases  not  less  than  18  inches  thick.  The  quoin  and  breast 
stones  are  to  be  of  such  form  as  the  engineer  may  direct;  lhey  are  to 
contain  each  not  less  than  25  cubic  feet. 

The  mortar  used  in  the  walls  is  to  be  made  of  hydraulic  lime  and  clean 
sand  mixed  in  such  proportions  and  made  in  such  manner  as  the  engi- 
neer may  direct.  The  stones  are  all  to  be  laid  in.  thick  mortar,  extend- 
ing 18  inches  back  from  the  front,  the  wall  being  first  wet  before-  it  re- 
ceives the  mortar;  the  stone  to  be  laid  will  then  be  wet,  brought  to  its 
position,  and  settled  with  a  heavy  maul,  until  its  surface  bears  firmly  on 
the  stone  bener.th,  crushing  out  all  surplus  mortar,  and  leaving  only  so 
much  as  will  fill  the  cavities;  the  face  of  the  stone  will  be  brought  to  its 
vertical  position  by  sinking  and  not  raising  the  back  part;  the  ends  of 
the  stone  will  be  placed  closely  in  contact  without  mortar,  and  the  joint 
will  afterwards  be  rilled  by  crowding  the  mortar  forward  from  the  back 
of  the  stone,  by  means  of  a  thin  iron  blade  made  for  that  purpose;  thin 
mortar  or  grout  is  to  be  used  for  filling  up  the  joints  and  caviiies  after 
each  coarse  shall  be  laid.  All  the  grout  used  shall  first  be  made  into 
thick  mortar  well  mixed,  and  afterwards  reduced  to  the  proper  consis- 
tency by  the  addition  of  water. 

The  capstan  wells  are  to  be  placed  in  the  walls  as  represented  in  the 
plan;  from  th.2  bottom  of  the  coping  to  the  bottom  of  the  well,  they  are 
to  be  18  inches  square;  the  part  through  the  coping  is  to  be  enlarged  to 
receive  the  cast  iron  frame  of  the  wheel  and  pinion;  a  plate  ofcastirori, 
with  a  socket  to  receive  the  end  of  the  capstan  shaft,  is  to  be  built  in  the 
bottom  of  each  well;  when  the  lock  wall  is  laid,  the  plate  is  to  be  laid 
upon  a  stone  of  large  size,  and  secured  to  it  by  bolts.  Holes,  li  inch  in 
diameter  and  6  inches  deep,  are  to  be  drilled  into  the  stone,  and  filled 
up  with  a  seasoned  white-oak  or  locust  plug;  the  spikes  are  to  be  driven 
into  these  plugs;  the  opening  from  the  bottom  of  the  well  to  the  face  of 
the  wall  is  to  be  1 8  inches  wide  and  18  inches  high  at  the  end  next  to 
the  well;  the  bottom  of  this  opening  will  have  a  descent  from  the  well 
outward,  of  2  inches  in  each  foot-,  the  lap  will  be  horizontal;  a  bar  of 
iron,  4  inches  wide  and  1  inch  thick,  will  be  laid  in  the  wall  on  a  level 
with  the  bottom  of  the  capstan  drum,  and  1  foot  back  from  the  face  of 
the  lock  wall;  this  bar  of  iron  will  extend  1  foot  at  each  end  into  the 
wall,  and  will  be  let  into  the  lower  stone,  so  that  the  upper  surface  of 
the  bar  may  be  level  with  the  surface  of  the  stone. 

The  shaft,  drum,  wheel,  and  pinion,  to  be  placed  in  each  capstan  well, 
are  to  be  of  cast-iron;  the  gudgeons  and  journals  are  all  to  be  turned 
and  well  fitted  to  the  boxes. 

There  will  be  3  chains  to  each  gate,  1  to  open  it,  1  to  shut  it,  and  1 
about  6  feet  long,  to  secure  ittoits  place  when  opened  duringa  freshet. 
The  chains  will  be  made  of  k  inch  round  iron,  with  short  links  partially 
twisted;  the  chains  for  drawing  open  the  g.Ues  will  be  fastened  to  the 
mitre  post  by  a  staple  bolt  inserted  near  the  surface  of  the  water;  the 
chains  for  closing  the  gates  will  be  attached  near  the  bottom  of  the 
lock,  at  the  lower  gates,  and  near  the  top  of  the  mitre  sills,  at  the  upper 
gates;  these  chains  will  be   attached  to  the  mitre   post  by  a  i  inch  iron 
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rod  passing  through  the  eye  bolts,  and  fastened  at  the  top  by  a  key;  the 
chains  will  be  fastened  to  the  drum?  by  a  staple  bolt. 

The  frames  of  the  lock  gates  are  to  be  made  of  the  best  quality  oi 
white-oak  timber,  seasoned  at  least  one  year.  The  gate  bars  are  to  be 
framed  into  the  mitre  and  quoin  posts  by  double  tenons  on  each  end. 
The  joints  arc  to  be  strengthened  by  plates  of  iron  (T's  and  L*s)  let  into 
each  face,  of  the  timber,  and  secured  by  I  inch  screw  bolts;  a  band  of 
iron  is  to  be  put  upon  the  top  and  boltbhi  of  each  quoin  and  mitre  post; 
the  bands  are  to  be  driven  on  to  the  ends  of  the  posts,  and  secured  by 
driving  Wedges  into  the  ends  of  the  timber. 

There  will  be  5  cist  iron  paddle  gates,  each  30  inches  square,  in  each 
lock  gate;  they  will  be  placed  between  the  lower  bar  in  the  manner  re- 
presented in  the  plan,  with  the  rods  and  irons  in  which  they  are  worked 
and  secured.  A  cast  iron  box,  with  a  socket,  is  let  into  the  quoin  post, 
and  fastened  with  wedges;  a  pedestal,  with  a  pivot  to  fit  into  this  socket 
is  to  be  placed  upon  the  lower  course  of  plank,  and  secured  by  bolts 
this  pivot  and  socket  will  form  the  hinge  for  the  bottom  of  the  gate;  the 
upper  end  of  the  quoin  post  will  be  supported  by  an  iron  collar,  secured 
by  anchor  bolts,  as  represented  in  the  plans. 

The  roller-way  will  be  formed  of  a  piece  of  white-oak  timber.  14  in- 
ches wide  and  8  inches  thick,  cut  so  as  to  form  the  proper  curve,  to 
be  spiked  to  the  lower  course  of  plank  in  the  bottom  of  the  lock  for  a 
roller-way  for  each  gate;  the  upper  corners  of  this  timber  to  be  bevelled 
off,  and  a  bar  of  iron,  4  incnes  wide  and  1  inch  thick,  is  to  be  fastened 
on  the  centre  of  the  timber;  the  spikes  with  which  the  iron  is  fastened 
will  be  counter  sunk,  so  that  the  surface  of  the  way  may  be  smooth;  the 
roller  and  the  pillow  block,  for  securing  it  to  the  bottom  gate  bar,  will 
be  made  of  cast  iron;  the  pillow  block  let  into  the  bottom  bar,  and  fas- 
tened by  screw  bolts;  the  axle  of  the  roller  will  be  made  of  wrought  iron, 
and  the  gudgeons  turned  in  the  roller,  and  wiil  be  secured  to  the  pillow 
block  with  staple  bolts,  as  represented  in  the  drawings. 

Cramp  irons  for  securing  the  coping  of.  the  lock  will  be  formed  by  a 
line  of  iron  bars.  2  inches  wide  and  h  incfi  thick,  let  into  the  stone,  on  a 
line  18  inches  back  from  the  face  of  the  wall;  holes  C  inches  deep,  H 
inches  diameter,  are  to  be  drilled  into  the  coping  under  the  line  of  bars  at 
intervals  of  18  inches  or  less;  when  the  joints  render  it  necessary  a  sea- 
soned white-oak  or  locust  pin,  with  a  small  hole  lengthwise  through  the 
centre,  is  to  be  driven  into  each  hole;  holes  are  made  in  the  bars  to  cor- 
respond with  the  holes  drilled  into  the  coping,  and  an  iron  spike,  %  of : 
an  inch  in  diameter  and  5  inches  long,  is  to  be  driven  through  each  hole 
in  the  bar  into  the  locust  pin  in  the  coping;  a  spike  will  be  put  in  the 
end.  of  each  bar;  the  bars  are  to  be  regulated  so  as  to  make  joints  in  , 
the  middb  of  each  coping  stone. 

At  the  recesses  for  the  gates,  the  line  of  bars  are  to  pass  each  other, 
or  lap  *2i  feet;  a  line  of  cramp  bars  are  to  be  put  along  the  outer  face 
of  both  walls  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  put  on  along  the  inner 
faces. 

A  second  course   of  bottom  plank  will  be   put    on  after  the  walls  are 
built  and  the  mitre  sills  and  roller-ways  put  down;  the   planks   for  this  \ 
course  will  be  seasoned  while-oak,  2  inches  thick,  jointed  on  the  edges, 
and  ends;  and,  when  laid,  are  to  be  so  fitted  to  the  walls, mitre  sills,  roller-  ' 
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ways,  &c,  as  to  make  water  tight  joints;  the  planks  will  be  laid  length- 
wise of  the  lock,  and  they  are  to  be  secured  wilh  hammered  iron  spikes, 
half  an  inch  square  and  12  inches  long,  put,  in  the  proportion  of  2 
spikes  to  every  third  timber,  in  each  plank;  the  spikes  are  to  be  driven 
so  as  to  pass  into  the  centre  of  the  14  inch  timbers. 

The  gates  are  to  be  planked  with  3  inch  yellow-pine  plank,  well  sea- 
soned, planed  and  jointed  at  the  edges;  they  are  to  be  carefully  fitted 
into  the  rabbits  of  the  bars  and  posts,  and  secured  with  hammered  iron 
spikes,  |  of  an  inch  square  and  7  inches  long,  put  in  the  proportion  of  2 
to  each  timber  or  bar  for  each  plank;  the  gates  are  to  be  painted  with 
such  paint  as  the  engineer  may  direct;  the  ironwork  is  all  to  bo  cover- 
ed with  the  kind  of  black  varnish  commonly  used  for  painting  iron. 

Walls  of  crib  work,  tilled  with  stone,  will  be  built  above  and  below  the 
lock  walls,  to  secure  a  safe  channel  for  boats;  the  crib  work  on  the  river 
wall  will  be  extended  above  and  below  the  lock  180  feet,  and  90  feet 
above  and  below  the  land  wall. 

The  walls  of  the  crib  work  will  be  formed  of  hewn  timber,  12  inches 
square,  one  on  each  side,  and  one  in  the  centre,  connected  together  by 
tics  of  sufficient  length  to  pass  through  the  walls,  and  placed  at  inter- 
vals of  8  feet,  measuringfrom  centre  to  centre;  the  sides  which  form  the 
boat  channel  will  be  vertical,  and  the  outer  face  of  the  river  wail  have 
the  same  batter  as  the  river  side  of  the  lock  wall;  the  width  of  the  crib 
work  at  top  will  be  10  feet,  and  the  ends  of  the  ties  will  be  fitted  into 
the  face  of  the  timbers  with  a  dove-tail  joint.  E.tch  dove-tail  joint,  and 
each  point  where  the  timbers  cross  each  other,  or  are  boxed  on  each 
other  in  any  part  of  the  crib  work,  will  be  secured  by  a  seasoned  locust 
jor  white-oak  tree-nail.  2  inches  in  diameter  and  22  inches  long,  driven 
its  whole  length  into  the  timbers  below.  Above  water,  the  timber  to  be 
|oak;  below,  of  oak  walnut,  or  cypres;. 

The  cribs  are  to  be  tilled  with  rubble  sand  stone,  procured  near  the 
site  of  the  works,  closely  packed  in  within  2  feet  of  the  top  of  the  crib 
work;  the  balance  of  the  top  of  the  cribs  is  to  be  filled  with  flat  stones  at 
least  2  feet  long  or  deep,  placed  edgewise  in  courses  across  the  wafl  so 
as  to  forma  pavement  2  feet  deep;  the  stones  are  to  be  closely  fitted, 
and  the  last  course  in  each  crib  is  to  be  driven  in  with  a  maul  or  ram. 
The  dam  will  be  constructed  of  cribs  of  timber  filled  with  timber  as  re- 
presented in  the  plans. 

The  length  of  the  base  of  the  dam  will  be  50  feet,  the  slope  on  the 
upper  side  will  have  a  base  of  4  feet  to  each  foot  in  height,  and  on  the 
lower  side  of  the  comb,  a  slope  of  2f  feet  base  to  one  foot  in  height. 

After  the  sand,  gravel,  and  loose  stones  shall  have  been  removed  as 
far  as  the  engineer  may  deem  necessary  for  a  solid  foundation,  the  tim- 
bers in  the  direction  of  the  stream  will  be  fitted  to  the  rock  in  the 
channels  which  arc  won  by  the  water,  and  secured  by  tree-nails  of  sea- 
soned white-oak  or  locust  timber,  2  inches  in  diameter,*and  let  18  inches 
into  the  rock,  at  the  point  intersected  by  the  range  timbers  crossing 
them  in  the  direction  of  the  comb  of  the  dam;  these  timbers  will  be  con- 
nected with  ties  of  suitable  lengths  and  thickness,  secured  with  tree- 
nails and  iron  bolts,  if  deemed  necessary,  and  filled  with  stone  to  a  height 
corresponding  with  the  general  level  of  the  rock. 

The  timbers  which  lie  in  the  direction  of  the   stream    will  then  be 
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laid  at  intervals  of  iO  feet  from  centre  to  centre,  with  the  largest  end 
down  the  stream,  and  be  connected  with  the  range  of  timbers  to  be 
laid  so  as  to  form  three  equal  ranges  of  crib*;  the  range  timbers  are  to 
be  laid  so  as  to  form  three  equal  range?  of  cribs  on  each  side  of  the  comb 
of  the  dam  as  represented  in  the  drawings;  they  are  to  be  notched  on  the 
ties,  by  cutting  away  both  timbers,  so  as  to  give  a  bearing  of  at  least  one 
superlieial  loot.  The  largest  timbers  arc  to  be  placed  towards  the  lower 
side,  and  the  smaller  timbers  in  the  upper  side  of  the  dam. 

The  outer  faces  of  the  timbers  which  form  the  upper  and  lower  range 
are  to  be  hewn,  and  the  whole  of  the  upper  face  of  the  crib  work  is  to  be 
made  smooth,  to  receive  the  sheet  piling.  The  range  timbers  upon 
which  the  covering  is  to  be  placed  are  to  be  hewn  upon  the  sides  which 
the  covering  will  rest.  The  range  timbers,  to  which  the  lower  covering 
timbers  are  to  be  fastened,  arc  to  be  secured  in  their  places  by  closely 
iitted  dove-tail  joints,  made  with  the  ends  of  the  ties.  Each  dove-tailed 
joint,  and  each  point  of  contact  where  the  timbers  cross  each  other,  is  to 
be  secured  or  fastened  by  well  seasoned  heart  white-oak,  or  locust  tree- 
nails, *2  inches  in  diameter  and  not  less  than  22  inches  long. 

The  cribs  are  to  be  tiilcd  with  rubble  sand  stone,  procured  from  the 
river  bed,  or  sand  rock  bluff,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  immediately 
above  the  lock.  The  stones  are  to  be  closely  packed  in  the  largest 
stones  are  to  be  put  into  the  lower  cribs,  or  those  on  the  lower  side  of 
the  darn. 

A  double  course  of  sheet  piling  is  to  be  placed  along  the  upper  end  of 
the  d;im;  the  planks  are  to  be  arranged  so  as  to  break  joints,  and  be  so 
put  together  as  to  be  water  tight;  the  piling  is  to  extend  down  to  the 
rock,  and  the  top  cut  and  fitted  to  make  water-tight  joints  with  the  co- 
vering. 

The  covering  of  the  slope   of  the   dam  is  to   be   made  with  white-oak. 
timbers,  6  inches  thick  and  not  less  than  1  foot  wide. 

The  timber  is  to  be  sawed  or  hewn  square;  the  sides  are  then  to  be 
bevelled  or  cut  olF,  so  that  when  the  pieces  are  laid  together,  the  joints 
shall  be  close  at  the  bottom  and  i  inch  open  at  the  top.  The  upper  co- 
vering limbers  shall  be  at  least  2l  feet  long,  and  the  lower  covering  tim- 
bers i>e  of  one  piece.  Each  piece  of  covering  of  timber  shall  be  secur- 
ed to  the  range  timbers  with  spikes,  I  of  an  inch  in  diameter  and  15 
inches  long,  and  put  in  the  proportion  of  three  to  each  piece  of  timber, 
except  the  pieces  which  form  the  weir  or  comb  of  the  dam,  in  each  of 
which  four  spikes  are  to  be  used. 

The  heads  of  the  spikes  in  the  lower  slope  are  to  be  sunk  H  inches 
below  the  surface  of  the  timber. 

The  limners  used  in  building  the  crib  work  of  the  dam  are  to  be 
not  less  than  2$>  feet  long,  and  15  inches  in  diameter  at  the  smallest  end. 
All  the  timbers  in  the  part  of  the  dam  above  the  surface  of  the  water  be- 
low the  lock  are  to  be  of  while-oak;  the  timbers  below  the  water  may 
be  of  oak,  walnut,  or  cypress,  or  any  other  strong  timber,  approved  of 
by  the  engineer. 

The  outer  wall  of  the  lock   forms  the  abutment  of  the    dam  on   the 
east  side  of  the  river,     if,  on  opening  the  pit  for  the  abutment  on  the  • 
opposite  end  of  the  dam,    the  rock   should   extend  into  the  bank,  and 
prove  sufficiently  solid  for  the  foundation,  the   rock  will  be  dressed  off* 
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to  an  even  horizontal  surface;  the  walls  will  then  be  laid.  The  courses 
of  masonry  id  the  abutment  may  vary  from  '40  to  10  inches  in  thickness; 
the  thickest  courses  are  to  be  placed  nearest  the  foundation,  but  the 
lower  course  will  not  be  less  than  18  inches  thicki,  nor  each  stone  of  the 
course  be  less  than  2  feet  wide  and  4  feet  long,  or  it  will  extend  into 
the  wall  4  feet.  The  headers  will  be  of  the  same  dimensions  as  those 
in  the  lock,  and  placed  in  each  course  of  masonry,  9  feet  from  centre  to 
centre;  the  spaces  between  the  headers  are  to  be  filled  up  with  oncortwo 
stretchers,  the  stretchers  tohae  beds  of  two  feet,  and  the  beds  of  the 
headers  and  stretchers  are  to  be  dressed  with  a  hammer  or  other  tool, 
to  give  them  an  even  surface  throughout;  the  face  of  the  wall  must  be 
dressed  or  cut,  and  the  joints  made  to  fit  closely  for  18  inches  back 
into  the  wall. 

The  backing  stones  are  to  be  of  large  size,  of  good  shape,  and  gener- 
ally of  the  same  thickness  as  those  of  the  face  stones  of  the  course,  their 
beds  to  be  dressed  evenly  with  the  hammer,  and  be  so  laid  as  to  break 
joints,  and  give  every  portion  of  the  wall  a  fine  bond.  The  coping 
stones  will  be  secur-ed  with  cramp  irons  in  the  same  manner  as  the  lock 
coping;  they  will  be  18  inches  thick,  and  will  not  contain  less  than  25 
cubic  feet;  both  beds  of  each  stone  will  be  dressed  with  a  pick,  or  other 
tool,  to  an  even  surface. 

If  a  solid  rock  foundation  cannot  be  obtained,  timbers  will  be  laid  on 
the  porous  shelly  rock,  hevn  four  square,  of  oak,  walnut,  beach  or  su- 
gar-tree, 1'2  inches  thick,  and  at  least  12  inches  wide  in  the  foundation, 
of  such  lengths  that  Ihey  will  extend  through  the  entire  width  of  the 
wall,  and  be  laid  parallel  to  each  other,  cne  foot  apart,  the  spaces  be- 
tween them  to  be  filled  up  with  puddle,  well  rammed  or  pounded  be- 
tween them;  and  then  this  timber  foundation  to  be  covered  with  3  inch 
plank,  jointed  closely,  and  well  secured  to  the  timbers  by  seasoned 
white-oak  tiec-nails,  in  such  numbers  and  places  as  shall  be  deemed  ne- 
cessary by  the  engineer  to  secure  the  same. 

A  double  row  of  sheet  piling  well  tongued  and  grooved,  so  arranged 
as  to  break  joints,  will  be  placed  along  the  upper  wing  wall  from  the 
dam  through  its  whole  length,  and  from  thence  be  continued  to  the  sheet 
piling  of  the  culvert  for  water-power. 

The  culverts  lor  the  introduction  of  water  into  the  canals  around  the 
lock  and  abutment  of  the  dam,  for  hydraulic  purposes,  are  to  be  con- 
structed of  wood,  built  on  a  timber  and  plank  foundation, similar  to  the 
or.c  specified  for  the  timber  foundation  of  the  abutment. 

The  culverts  will  be  80  feet  long,  and  at  the  ends  to  form  parapets,  to 
sustain  the  embankments;  each  side  wall  will  be  16  feet  wide,  and  con- 
tinued that  width  lG  feet  back  towards  the  centre,  so  as  to  form  two 
ranges  of  cribs,  each  8  feet  square,  at  each  end  of  the  culverts;  the  re- 
.  maining  part,  or  48  feet  of  the  interior  of  the  side  walls,  will  be  8  feet 
wide,  and  be  connected  by  ties,  every  b  feet,  to  the  side  timbers  of  the 
I  walls  with  dove-tail  joints,  so  as  to  form  a  single  row  of  cribs  for  that  dis- 

Itance,  of  8  feet  square;  between  the  outside  walls,  7  water  ways  or 
sluices  are  to  be  constructed,  3a-  feet  wide  by  4  feet  high,  by  5  ranges  of 
timber  placed  on  the  plank  floor  of  the  foundation,  parallel  with  the  side 
walls;  each  piece  of  which  timber  will  be  18  inches  wide,  and  not  less 
than    1  foot  thick,   counter  hewed,  and  laid   perpendicularly  over  the 
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other;  the  outside  walis  of  the  cribs  are  to  be  vertical,  counter  hewn, 
and  the  timbers  resting  on  each  oilier  with  a  close  joint;  the  cribs  and 
water-ways  are  to  be  carried  up  44  feet;  the  water-ways  are  to  be  co- 
vered by  a  course  of  heavy  timbers  counter  hewn,  18  inches  thick,  laid 
side  by  side,  and  boxed  on  3  inches  to  the  ranges  of  timber  and  side 
walls  which  form  the  water-ways. 

The  crib  work  of  the  parapet  or  end  walls  will  be  extended  across 
the  upper  pari,  of  the  covering  timbers,  and  carried  up  to  the  height  in- 
dicated by  the  plan;  the  face  of  the  parapet  wall,  on  the  upper  end  of 
the  culvert,  will  be  covered  witii  2  inch  plank  8  inches  wide,  the  edges 
platted  so  as  to  m:ike  water-tight  joints,  and  to  be  lastcned  to  the  tim- 
bers of  the  wall  with  14  inch  white-oak  seasoned  tree-nails  put  in  in 
sufficient  numbers  as  directed  by  the  engineer,  to  secure  the  plank  fac- 
ing, and  to  be  driven  through  the  plank  6  inches  into  the  timbers  they 
rest  against. 

The  plank  covering  will  extend  over  the  ends  of  the  ranges  of  tim- 
ber wiiich  form  the  water-ways,  except  the  timbers  of  the  top  and  bot- 
tom courses,  which  will  extend  1  foot  beyond  the  line  of  the  wall,  to  be 
framed  into  posts,  which  will  form  the  bent  of  the  frame  work,  at  the 
head  of  the  culvert,  forthe  insertion  of  4  sliding  and  3  cast  iron  paddle 
gates,  for  the  introduction  of  the  water  into  the  canal. 

The  sliding  gates  will  be  made  3  feet  9  inches  wide,  and  four  feet  9  in- 
ches long, outof  strong  white-oak  timber  finches  thick,  and  the  pieces  not 
more  than  5  ineiies  wide,  morticed  by  a  tenon  I  of  an  inch  thiek,  into  an 
outside  frame, 4  inches  wide,  of  the  same  thickness,  all  planed  smooth,  and 
fitted  with  true  close  joints.  Each  lateral  piece  of  the  gate  to  be  fastened 
to  the  outside  frame  by  a  seasoned  white-oak  pin  \  of  an  inch  in  diameter, 
through  the  frame  and  centre  of  each  tenon;  and  the  gate  centrally  through 
its  longest  side  to  be  fastened  to  the  inner  side  of  ashaft  (cut  to  receive  it) 
5  by  (>  inches  square,  and  extending  from  the  bottom  of  the  culvert  to 
within  Moot  of  the  bottom  of  the  cap  on  the  posts  of  the  head  gate 
frame.  The  gate  to  be  secured  to  the  shaft  by  a  row  of  pins  of  season- 
ed white-oak,  14  inches  in  diameter,  through  the  centre  of  the  broadest 
side  of  the  shaft  and  the  centre  of  each  lateral  piece  of  the  gate.  The 
shafts  will  be  let  partly  into  the  ties  of  the  frame  for  the  head  gales,  and 
be  secured  by  a  piece  of  timber  notched  and  fastened  to  the  cap  and  ties, 
to  form  grooves  for  the  shafts  to  move  in.  The  sliding  gates  will  run  in 
rabbits  cut  in  the  posts  of  the  head  gate  frame  for  that  purpose. 

The  ties, caps,  and  pieces  of  timber  in  the  other  parts  of  the  head- 
gate  frame,  are  square  limbers  JO  by  12  inches  and  of  such  lengths  as 
arc  shown  in  the  plan. 

The  cribs  will  be  filled  with  gravel,  if  it  can  conveniently  be  found, 
otherwise  they  will  be  filled  with  earth  well  packed  in,  and  the  space 
between  the  head  or  parapet  walls  of  the  culvert,  over  the  covered 
timber,  will  be  puddled  in  the  best  manner,  as  well  as  the  filling  on  each 
side  of  the  structure  and  the  sheet  piling. 

A  double  row  of  sheet  piling  will  be  placed  in  front  of  the  culverts, 
and  carried  down  on  the  lower  side  to  midway  the  length  of  the  wall, 
to  meet  the  sheet  piling  extending  from  the  lock    and  abutment. 

In  the  18  inch  timbers  for  water-ways,  none  will  be  admitted  of  less 
length  than  27  feet  after  they  are  laid,  measuring  on  the  line  of  the  range, 
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exclusive  of  the  lap  in  joining,  which  must  be  formed  by  cutting  away 
one-half  of  the  timber  in  its  vertical  height,  for  two  feet  in  length,  so 
that  the  lap  will  be  on  the  upper  side  of  the  timber  and  in  the  direction 
of  the  head  of  the  culvert;  the  timbers  are  to  be  joined  with  a  true 
close  joint,  and  secured  by  two  well  seasoned  white-oak  tree-nails,  2 
inches  in  diameter,  placed  18  inches  apart,  and  sunk  through  both  laps 
12  inches  into  the  timber  below;  the  18  inch  timbers  in  the  water-ways 
will  be  secured  by  similar  tree-nails  every  six  feet,  sunk  through  the  top 
course  and  one  foot  into  the  timbers  that  they  rest  on;  at  every  point 
where  a  joint  is  framed  in  the  crib  work,  or  a  timber  crosses  another, 
seasoned  white  oak  tree-nails,  2  inches  in  diameter  and  22  inches  long, 
must  be  sunk  into  the  timber  their  whole  length. 

The  covering  timbers  for  the  culverts  must  be  of  white-oak,  as  well 
as  all  the  timbers  above  the  water;  for  those  below,  which  is  the  princi- 
pal part  of  the  structure,  as  the  covering  timbers  are  submerged,  walnut, 
oak,  beech,  and  cypress  may  be  used. 

After  the  sheet  piling  and  covering  the  dam  shall  have  been  completed, 
the  space  above  the  dam  shall  be  rilled  with  the  best  gravel  that  can  be 
procured  within  one  and  a  half  miles  of  the  site  of  the  dam,  on  the  river 
bank,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  engineer,  without  removing  the  earth 
above  it  to  a  greater  depth  than  4  feet;  the  gravel  shall  extend  above  the 
dam  70  feet,  as  represented  in  the  drawings. 

The  space  back  of  the  lock  will  be  rilled  with  clay  and  gravel  mixed, 
and  be  well  packed.  In  puddling,  gravel,,  together  with  a  small  por- 
tion of  clay  or  loam,  shall  be  spread  on  in  a  regular  layer  not  more  than 
6  inches  thick,  which  will  be  kept  wet  and  thoroughly  mixed  by  treading 
of  oxen,  or  horses,  or  a  ram;  successive  layers  of  the  same  material  and 
thickness,  with  the  process  of  wotting  and  mixing,  will  be  repeated  Until 
the  requisite  quantity  shall  be  obtained. 

Guard-banks  will  be  raised  from  the  lock  and  abutment,  and  exten- 
ded up  the  river  on  both  sides,  about  two  miles,  of  such  height  as  may 
be  deemed  necessary  to  secure  the  bank  from  the  overflowing  of  the 
floods. 

Ten  (eet  under  the  centre  of  the  bank  will  be  grubbed  free  from  roots, 
and  the  timber  on  the  spaces  which  the  bank  will  occupy  beyond  the 
grubbing  will  be  chopped  even  with  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and,  with 
the  roots,  brush  and  logs,  be  removed  to  ground  lying  between  the  bank 
and  the  river.  The  earth  on  the  space  which  was  grubbed,  to  the  depth 
of  one  foot,  shall  be  removed  to  the  outside  of  the  bank,  and  the  ditch 
formed  in  the  centre  of  the  space  so  cleared  off  of  3  feet  wide  at  the 
top  and  1  foot  at  the  bottom,  and  18  inches  deep,  or  two  and  a  half  feet 
deep  from  the  surface  of  the  earth.  No  sticks,  brush,  leaves,  grass  or 
timber  of  any  kind  shall  be  permitted  to  go  into  the  bank;  and  in  putting 
on  the  earth  it  shall  be  placed  in  successive  iayers  of  not  more  than  18 
inches  thick,  and  kept  as  nearly  level  as  can  be  conveniently  done.  The 
earth  to  form  it  must  be  taken  from  the  ground  between  the  bank  and 
the  river. 

The  canals  around  the  lock  and  the  abutment  will  be  excavated,  ex- 
cept near  the  culverts,  four  feet  belqw  the  water  in  the  pool  of  the 
dam — will  be  26  feet  wide  on  the  bottom,  with  slopes  to  the  banks  of  one 
and  three-quarter  feet  base  to  one  foot  perpendicular  rise.  The  coifc. 
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tractor  will  be  required  to  throw  the  excavation  on  either  side  of  the  ca- 
nals or  on  both  sides,  and  to  keep  the  surplus  earth  of  nearly  an  uniform 
width  and  height  under  the  direction  of  the  engineer.  The  price  bid 
for  excavation  for  these  canals  must  cover  the  cost  of  the  clearing  and 
grubbing  where  it  occurs. 

Mount  Carmel,  Aug.  21,  1838. 


Notice  to  Bidders. 

Propositions  must  state  a  price  for  each  item  of  work  given  in  the 
estimates,  which  will  be  understood  as  covering  all  expenses. 

The  price  bid  for  excavation  in  the  lock  and  abutment  pits,  below 
water,  and  the  general  items  for  the  dam,  must  include  all  costs  for 
coffer-dams  and  bailing  water.  The  price  bid  for  masonry  will  include 
all  the  cost  of  furnishing,  dressing,  laying  in  cement,  and  delivering  the 
stone  in  the  wall,  when  the  same  shall  be  completed. 

The  price  bid  for  excavation  will  be  understood  to  include  all  the  va- 
rious kinds  of  earth  which  may  be  found,  together  with  all  the  detached 
stones  which  measure  less  than  one-third  of  a  cubic  foot. 

The  price  bid  for  timber  in  the  several  structures  will  include  the 
entire  cost  of  delivering,  counter-hewing,  raising,  framing,  tree-nailing 
and  bolting. 

The  price  bid  for  plank  will  include  the  cost  of  furnishing  it  on  the 
ground,  planing,  jointing,  spiking,  &c. 

The  price  bid  for  iron  will  include  the  cost  of  delivering,  working, 
driving,  and  every  variety  and  form  of  work  to  which  it  may  be  used 
in  the  structures. 

The  item  of  square  timber,  in  the  estimate  of  the  quantities  in  the 
gates  and  mitre  sills,  is  an  exception,  in  the  proposals,  to  the  rule  in  rela- 
tion to  the  timber,  as  it  contemplates  only  the  delivery  of  the  best  kind 
of  large  white-oak  timber,  rough  hewn,  selected  especially  for  the  use 
intended;  that  item,  and  the  bid  for  wood  work  of  the  lock-gates  and 
mitre  sills  complete,  will  cover  all  the  cost  of  constructing  the  gates,  fur- 
nishing the  plank  used  thereon,  and  rendering  them  ready  for  use,  with 
the  exception  of  the  cast  and  wrought  iron,  which  will  be  paid  for  by 
the  pound. 

The  contractor  will  furnish  the  hydraulic  cement,  sand,  and  every  ar- 
ticle used  in  the  work,  which  will  be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  en- 
gineer; and  any  article  which  may  be  delivered  in  his  absence,  or  which 
he  will  not  receive,  as  not  fit  or  of  suitable  quality  to  go  in  the  works, 
shall  be  immediately  removed  beyond  the  reach  of  the  workmen,  at  the 
expense  of  the  contractor. 

Every  part  of  the  work  connected  with  the  canal  will  be  subject  to 
the  most  rigid  inspection  cf  the  Commissioner  and  engineer,  and  the 
contractors  will  be  expected  to  conform  in  all  respects  to  their  directions. 

The  right  will  be  reserved  of  making  any  alterations  in  the  plans  of 
the  work  which  further  observation  may  show  to  be  necessary;  and  if 
such  change  shall  increase  the  cost  cf  the  work,  the  amount  of  this  in- 
crease shall  be  estimated  by  the  engineer,  and  paid  to  the  contractor. 
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Inasmuch  as  the  water  has  hitherto  been  too  high  for  a  visible  exam- 
ination of  the  bed  of  the  river,  the  site  now  marked  out  for  the  works 
may  be  changed  a  short  distance,  not  exceeding  200  feet,  either  up  or 
down  the  river;  and  also,  as  the  quantities  of  excavation,  timber  foun- 
dations, and  amount  of  masonry  will  depend,  to  some  extent,  on  the  char- 
acter of  the  rock  bed  of  the  river  where  the  pits  shall  be  opened,  the 
estimates  of  the  quantities  now  exhibited  may  vary  in  amount,  from 
the  careful  examination  and  measurement  of  the  work  in  its  progress; 
but  this  shall  not  furnish  ground  to  claim  an  extra  price  on  any  of  the 
items  proposed  for. 

Bidders  to  whom  the  work  may  be  assigned,  if  not  themselves  good 
mechanics,  will.be  required  to  employ  one  to  superintend  these  struc- 
tures, who  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  Commissioners  or  engineer:  and 
if,  at  any  time  during  the  progress  of  the  work,  any  mechanic  or  work- 
man employed  on  the  work  shall  be  thought  to  be  incompetent,  or  un- 
faithful, or  disorderly,  such  mechanic  or  workman  shall  be  promptly  dis- 
charged by  the  contractor. 

In  case  the  contractor  fails  to  prosecute  his  work  in  such  manner  as 
to  afford  satisfactory  evidence  that  it  will  be  completed  by  the  time 
stipulated,  the  right  will  be  reserved  to  the  Commissioners  to  declare  the 
contract  abandoned  and  void,  at  their  option,  to  place  an  agent  thereon, 
who  shall  employ  hands,  buy  materials,  and  complete  the  work,  the  ex- 
pense of  which  shall  be  charged  to  the  contractor,  and  deducted  out  of 
the  final  settlement  of  his  account. 

Contractors  will  be  expected  to  superintend  their  work  in  person. 
The  sub-contracting  of  any  part  of  the  work  (except  in  procuring  ma- 
terials) without  the  consent  of  the  Commissioners,  will  subject  the  con- 
tractor to  the  liability  of  forfeiting  the  contract,  at  their  option. 

The  contractors  will  procure  the  necessary  timber  and  stone  by  pur- 
chase, and  the  work  and  materials  will  be  at  his  risk. 

The  work  must  be  commenced  by  the  14th  of  Sept.  next,  and  com- 
pleted by  the  1st  of  November,  1840. 

Bidders  are  notified  that  no  extra  allowance  in  addition  to  contract 
prices  can  in  any  case  be  allowed,  and  ai'e  requested  to  give  the 
work  a  close  examination,  so  that  they  may  judge  correctly  of  its 
value. 

The  proposals  will  state,  in  separate  items,  the  prices  of  the  masonry, 
on  the  contingency  of  the  stone  being  procured  at  either  of  the  quarries 
near  Petersburgh,Portersville,  or  Gaiter's  on  White  river.  It  is  the  in- 
tention to  have  all  the  quarries  opened  to  some  extent,  and  Fa  portion  of 
the  stone  exposed,  that  their  qualities  may  be  ascertained,  and  in  due 
time  a  selection  made. 

The  contractors  will  be  paid  for  opening  new  quarries  a  reasonable 
compensation,  to  be  determined  by  the  engineer,  if  the  stone  should 
prove  of  an  inferior  quality;  and  in  case  of  receiving  stone  at  other  pla- 
ces than  the  quarries  mentioned,  to  be  governed  in  the  price  of  the  same 
by  comparison  of  the  distance  they  may  be  procured  from,  with  the  dis- 
tance from  the  site  of  the  qu? rries  mentioned. 

>  820  yards  of  stone  have  been  delivered  at  the  site  of  the  works,  for 
which  the  sum  of  $8  33  per  yard  has  been  estimated.  These  stone 
will  be  delivered  to  the  contractor  at  that  price,  to  be  used  in  the  works, 
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and  the  amount  will  be  deducted  from   the  total   sum  which  will  be  due 
to  him  on  his  contract  price. 

Wo  deduction  will  be  made  for  stone  which  may  yield  to  the  influence 
of  the  atmosphere,  und  any  portion  which  may  have  failed,  or  shall  fail, 
will  be  excluded  from  the  work. 

The  payments  will  be  made,  on  the  estimates  of  the  engineer,  at  in- 
tervals of  one  month  each  as  nearly  as  can  conveniently  be  done,  in 
checks  either  on  the  Bank  of  Mount  Carmel  or  the  Bank  of  Vincennes, 
on  articles  delivered  at  the  site  of  the  works  or  for  stone  quarried  and 
delivered  near  the  quarry. 

By  order  of  the  Commissioners. 

D.  BURR,  Principal  Engineer, 

Mount  Carmel,  Aug.  21,  1838. 


III.  Legis.    >  H.    R.  <11th  Assem. 
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Wiuliam  Walters,  Public  Printer. 


MESSAGE. 


Executive  Department, 

Vandalia,  January  1,  1839. 

Sir:  Incompliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, calling  on  this  department  for  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to 
transmit  to  you  their  report  made  to  me  in  conformity  to  law,  which  I 
received  on  this  morning,  and  which  I  respectfully  request  you  to  lay  before 
the  body  over  which  you  have  the  honor  to  preside. 
I  am,  sir,  with  high  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  CARLIN. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


REPORT 


BOARD    OF    CANAL   COMMISSIONERS. 


Canal  Office, 

Lockport,  Dec.  13,  1838. 

To  his  Excellency  Thomas  Carlin, 

Governor  of  Illinois. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  requisitions  of  law,  the  Board  of  Commission- 
ers of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to 
your  Excellency  the  following 

ANNUAL  REPORT. 

The  transactions  of  the  first  Board,  from  its  commencement  of  opera- 
tions to  the  close  of  the  year  1836,  were  submitted  to  the  Legislature  in 
January,  1S37;  soon  after  which  the  law  was  materially  amended,  im- 
portant examinations  were  ordered,  additional  works  were  authorized, 
and  the  superintendence  of  the  canal  was  committed  to  the  charge  of1 
the  present  commissioners. 

At  the  called  session,  held  in  July  of  the  same  year,  the  new  Board 
gave  a  full  detail  of  their  "acts  and  doings"  to  the  first  of  June  preced- 
ing. This  report,  therefore,  as  well  to  facilitate  legislative  action  as  to 
elucidate  the  subject  clearly,  will  begin  at  that  period  and  complete  the 
chain  of  proceedings  to  the  first  of  the  current  month. 

That  the  information,  herein  communicated,  might  be  as  satisfactory  as 
possible,  the  principal  engineer  was  instructed  to  spare  no  pains  in  report- 
ing the  progress  and  condition  of  every  class  of  construction — the  im- 
provements effected  in  plans  and  locations — the  suitability  of  stone  and 
other  material  for  structures — the  character  of  excavations  as  now  devel- 


oped — the  difficulties  that  have  been  obviated,  and  those'yet  to  be  encoun- 
tered— the  probable  sufficiency  of  contract  prices — and  all  other  minutia 
in  anywise  appertaining  to  his  department.  He  has  discharged  this  duty 
with  his  usual  frankness  and  ability,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  recurrence  to 
his  report,  marked  A,  which  has  been  carefully  examined,  and  was  found 
to  harmonize  so  fully  with  the  opinions  and  observations  of  the  commis- 
sioners as  to  render  it  unnecessary,  on  their  part,  to  say  much  more  on 
that  branch  of  the  subject. 

The  documents,  marked  B,  C,  and  D,  are  reports  from  the  resident  en- 
gineers, made  by  order  of  the  Board.  They  are  intentionally  more  dif- 
fuse than  those  of  the  chief  engineer,  and  are  believed  to  be  correct  rep- 
resentations of  the  affairs  of  the  respective  divisions. 

In  accordance  with  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  canal  law  of  1S36,  the 
accounts  of  the  Treasurer  have  been  regularly  collated  with  those  of  the 
Branch  of  the  State  Bank  at  Chicago,  and  their  uniform  agreement  has 
been  certified  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  in  the  minutes  of  the  Board. 
His  ample  report,  marked  E,  exhibits  the  present  state  of  the  Treasury — 
the  amount,  time,  and  rate  of  loans — the  interest  paid  and  received  by 
the  canal  fund — the  receipts  from  the  sales  of  town  lots,  and  how  many 
of  these  lots  have  been  forfeited  by  the  purchasers. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Board,  who,  from  the  beginning,  has  acted  as  dis- 
bursing officer  of  the  contingent  fond,  has  discharged  that  arduous  duty 
with  accuracy  and  fidelity.  His  books,  accounts  and  vouchers,  like  those 
of  the  Treasurer,  have  been  examined  and  approved,  from  time  to  time, 
and  are  now  in  creditable  order.  An  exposition  of  the  business  of  his 
office,  embraced  in  a  report,  marked  F,  will  show — 1st.  The  quarterly 
accounts  of  the  Branch  Bank  at  Chicago,  since  the  last  day  of  May,  1837. 
2d.  The  amount  of  all  moneys  expended  by  order  of  the  Board,  and  the 
heads  under  which  the  expenditures  have  been  charged.  3d.  The  account 
of  sales  of  lots  at  Lockport,  Ottawa,  and  La  Salle,  with  the  valuation  of 
each  lot,  and  the  sum  for  which  it  was  sold.  4th.  The  work  done,  and 
the  prices  allowed  for  the  various  kinds  of  work.  5th.  The  contracts 
made,  with  whom  made,  and  the  security  given.  6th.  The  number  of 
engineers,  surveyors,  draftsmen,  clerks,  and  agents,  of  every  description, 
permanently  employed,  their  names  and  the  compensation  paid  to  each. 
7th.  The  amount  expended  in  provisions  and  materials  to  aid  the  con- 
tractors— the  quantity  of  these  provisions  and  materials  distributed,  and 
the  cost  of  what  remains  in  store.  8th.  The  amounts  advanced  to  con- 
tractors in  money  and  in  materials,  over  and  above  their  monthly  esti- 
mates, and  also  the  sums  ultimatelv  due  to  the  same  contractors  in  con- 
sequence of  the  regular  deduction  of  fifteen  per  centum  from  the  value  of 
their  work. 

Of  the  several  items  composing  the  Secretary's  exposition,  the  six  first 
enumerated  contain  such  information  only  as  the  law  specifically  enjoins 
the  commissioners  to  report.  The  two  last  have  grown  out  of  irregulari- 
ties forced  upon  the  Board  by  the  peculiar  condition  of  the  country  and  of 
the  times.  The  operations  upon  the  canal,  during  the  whole  of  the  year 
1836,  and  the  major  part  of  the  year  1837,  were  chiefly  confined  to  pre- 
paratory work,  such  as  building  houses  of  accommodation  for  the  laborers, 
procuring  implements,  making  defences,  erecting  machinery,  &c;  all  of 
which  required  but  few  men ;  and  indeed  very  few  had  yet  arrived  in  the 
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country.  But  in  the  fall  of  the  latter  year  laborers  became  more  plenty, 
and  the  principal  work  was  prosecuted  with  great  vigor.  It  was  soon  as- 
certained, however,  that  the  country  was  bare  of  many  of  the  essential 
materials  required  by  the  contractors ;  among  which  were  iron  and  steel 
for  manufacturing  their  tools  and  machinery,  gun-powder  for  blasting 
rock,  chains,  and  cordage  for  their  pumps,  cranes  and  railways,  and  staple 
provisions  for  the  winter  sustenance  of  their  workmen.  Derangement  of 
business  and  heavy  pecuniary  sacrifices  on  the  part  of  the  contractors 
were  the  results  of  such  a  state  of  things;  besides  which  many  of  the  la- 
borers were  reluctantly  compelled  to  abandon  the  line,  and  the  contrac 
tors,  deprived  of  facilities,  were  unable  to  employ  others,  who  were  con- 
stantly coming  in  from  Canada  and  the  Eastern  States.  The  evil  was  gen- 
erally acknowledged  to  be  one  of  vital  character.  It  dispirited  the  strong 
est  and  most  enterprising  contractors,  and  was  abundantly  calculated  to 
suppress  responsible  propositions  for  the  remainder  of  the  work,  unless  at 
prices  large  enough  to  cover  all  the  actual,  and  many  alleged  disadvan 
tages.  Nor  was  there  any  reasonable  prospect  of  an  early  remedy  ex- 
cept through  the  interference  of  the  commissioners.  The  contractors 
were  evidently  too  weak  in  capital  to  avail  themselves  of  the  proper  time 
of  the  year  for  accumulating  sufficient  quantities  of  indispensable  supplies;'! 
the  Bank,  if  willing,  was  not  in  a  condition  to  afford  relief;  and  a  reliance 
upon  merchants  in  so  new  and  remote  a  country  was  not  only  precarious, 
but  calculated  to  invite  monopoly  and  consequently  extortion.  It  may  be 
safely  advanced  that,  on  works  of  magnitude,  be  the  contract  prices  ever 
so  low,  the  employer  will  eventually  have  to  pay  whatever  it  cost  the  con- 
tractors to  execute  their  work;  for  it  is  known  that  they  are  rarely  if  ever 
able  to  finish  extensive  jobs  by  which  they  are  to  lose.  They  cannot 
long  support  themselves  without  adequate  compensation.  As  soon  as  they 
foresee  a  loss  they  are  almost  sure  to  abandon  at  all  hazards ;  and  work  un- 
der such  circumstances  is  apt  to  be  relet  on  disadvantageous  terms  to  the. 
State.  Every  thing  therefore  that  is  done  to  save  contractors  from  losses 
and  delays,  that  can  be  averted,  will,  to  the  same  extent,  promote  the  inter- 
ests of  the  public.  Taking  these  facts  and  conclusions  into  view  it  wras 
obvious  to  the  commissioners  that  the  contractors  must  be  aided,  for 
awhile,  beyond  the  monthly  regular  payments  from  which  fifteen  per 
centum  was  to  be  deducted.  Accordingly,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
last  season,  the  Board  complied  with  the  general  request  of  the  contrac-., 
tors  to  furnish  them  with  such  provisions  and  materials  as  could  not  be  , 
readily  purchased  in  the  country;  each  contractor  binding  himself  in  wait- 
ing to  secure  the  State  against  loss  by  insurance,  interest,  transportation, 
or  any  contingency,  and  to  pay  for  the  articles  as  fast  as  he  consumed 
them,  out  of  his  monthly  estimates,  if  required  by  the  Board.  A  ware-  ' 
house  was  built  for  the  purpose,  on  State  property,  at  Lockport,  and  so 
planned  and  positioned  that  white  it.  increased  the  value  of  the  surround-.; 
ing  property  not  yet  brought  into  market,  it  will  at  any  time  command 
a  profit  on  its  cost.  Table  No.  6,  annexed  to  the  Secretary's  report,  shows 
the  amount  of  capital  now  involved  in  the  transaction  to  be  $36,917  74, 
and  table  No.  7  exhibits  the  extent  to  which  aid  has  been  afforded,  and 
the  ample  security  on  which  it  is  based.  Experience  has  proved  the  utiii- , 
ty  of  the  measure,  both  in  supporting  the  old  contractors  and  in  obtain-  . 
ing  new  ones  on  reasonable  terms.     Full  supplies  are  now  maintained  at 


fair  and  uniform  prices,  encouraging  the  contractor  to  proceed  with  con- 
fidence, and  enabling  him  to  make  better  outfits  and  to  do  more  work  with 
the  same  capital  and  manual  force. 

On  the  13th  day  of  November,  1837,  the  sealed  proposals  for  work, 
advertised  to  be  let  on  that  day,  were  opened,  and  contracts  were  entered 
into  for  the  remaining  sections  on  the  summit  and  lower  divisions,  togeth- 
er with  the  Fox  river  feeder,  dam  and  guard-lock.  Another  public  letting 
was  held  on  the  5th  day  of  June  last,  which  resulted  in  contracts  for 
iwenty-one  miles  of  that  portion  of  the  middle  division  lying  between 
Lockport  and  Dresden,  including  structures  of  every  description.  The 
structures  of  the  lower  division  were  let  at  the  same  time.  It  frequently 
happens  in  such  cases,  as  it  did  in  these,  that  several  contractors  to  whom 
work  was  awarded  failed  to  commence  in  proper  time ;  and  some,  not  be- 
ing able  to  command  capital,  threw  up  their  jobs;  but  the  vacancies  have 
been  subsequently  filled  at  prices  as  low  as  could  be  desired.  The  Ikie  is 
now  under  contract  from  the  Chicago  river  to  the  termination  at  La  Salle, 
with  the  exception  of  about  twenty-two  miles  of  shallow  cutting  between 
Dresden  and  Marseilles,  and  some  other  detached  parts,  amounting  by  es- 
timate to  $1,251,103  15,  and  a  mile  and  a  fraction  of  excavation  in  the 
Saganaskee  swamp,  which,  from  the  peculiar  character  of  the  work,1 
as  described  in  the  report  of  the  chief  engineer,  must  either  be  executed 
in  part  by  agents  of  the  State,  or  wholly  deferred  until  it  can  be  drained 
through  a  series  of  sections  below  it.  To  avert  the  delay  incident  to  the 
latter  course,  the  first  has  been  adopted,  with  orders  for  the  immediate 
preparation  of  appropriate  machinery.  Efforts  will  be  made  to  have  eve- 
ry thing  ready  for  a  commencement  by  the  breaking  up  of  winter.  It 
was  once  thought  that  no  subdivision  of  equal  length  would  cost  as  much 
or  present  as  many  difficulties  as  the  one  which  stretches  through  this  fa- 
mous swamp.  The  semi-fluid  alluvion  and  vegetable  matter,  of  which 
the  swamp  is  mostly  constituted,  are  not  more  forbidding  in  their  aspect 
than  they  are  treacherous  in  their  texture.  Hence  for  nearly  two  years 
it  was  impracticable  at  any  season,  by  any  mode,  to  penetrate  it  so  tho- 
roughly as  to  ascertain  with  certainty  its  true  depth  and  character.  The 
hard  freeze  of  last  winter  and  the  low  stage  of  the  river  and  bordering 
morasses  enabled  the  resident  engineer,  with  a  strong  party,  to  traverse 
and  sound  every  part  of  them.  It  was  found  that  the  Des  Plaines  could 
be  safely  turned  into  its  ancient  channel  behind  a  low  island  about  a  mile 
in  length,  redeeming  by  the  process  some  three  or  four  hundred  acres  of 
canal  land,  and  securing  to  the  State  an  important  town  site  which,  by 
any  other  arrangement,  would  have  fallen  on  individual  property,  Con- 
vinced of  the  practicability  of  turning  and  dyking  the  river,  and  that  the 
flood,  waters  of  the  Saganaskee  valley  could  be  diverted  into  the  Cala- 
mic,  there  was  no  further  hesitation  in  cancelling  the  contracts  on  the 
original  circuitous  route,  and  locating  a  direct  line  costing  upwards  of  a 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  less,  and  possessing  other  obvious 
advantages  independent  of  the  town  site,  which  at  no  remote  period  must 
be  worth  a  large  sum  of  money.  For  details,  see  reports  of  the  principal 
and  resident  engineers. 

In  making  contracts  on  the  summit  division,  previous  to  December, 
1836,  distinct  prices  were  allowed  for  "solid  rock"  and  "for  rock  which  in 
the  opinion  of  the  chief  engineer  may  be  quarried"     This  distinction  arose 
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in  necessity.  When  the  first  letting  was  held  in  Chicago  in  June,  1836, 
the  commissioners,  prompted  by  policy  and  public  opinion,  were  com- 
pelled to  "make  an  experimental  letting  of  a  portion  of  the  heavy  work 
without  strict  regard  to  its  true  value.  Among  the  many  proposals  that 
were  submitted  at  the  time,  there  were  but  lew  from  experienced  con- 
tractors, or  such  men  as  could  be  trusted  with  difficult  undertakings;  and 
these,  at  that  early  period,  with  nothing  to  guide  their  judgments  but  a 
rapid  and  superficial  examination  of  the  country,  were  reluctant  to  act 
upon  the  assertions  of  the  commissioners  and  engineers,  that  the  rock  to 
be  excavated  was  wholly  stratified.  They  admitted  that  the  indications 
were  in  favor  of  that  position,  but  urged  that  "solid  rock"  might  probably 
be  encountered  towards  the  bottom  of  the  deep  cutting ;  and,  if  so,  that 
much  higher  prices  must  be  allowed  than  those  at  which  they  were  willing 
to  take  the  "quarried  rock."  The  issue  was,  that  the  accepted  proposals 
and,  of  course,  the  contracts  embraced  both  classes.  But  the  commission- 
ers continued  so  firm  in  their  first  impressions,  that  they  disregarded  ex- 
travagant bids  for  "solid  ruck"  whenever  the  same  proposal  contained  a 
reasonable  price  for  "rock  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  chief  engineer  may 
be  quarried;''''  and  especially  as  the  umpire  would  be  a  State  agent,  and 
probably  the  same  who  had  repeatedly  advised  the  Board  that  the  admis- 
sion of  the  contingency  in  question  would  involve  no  serious  danger. 

Through  the  remainder  of  that  year  many  sections  were  opened  to 
various  depths,  yet  no  earnest  demands  for  solid  rock  compensation  were 
preferred  until  j  ust  before  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly.  Those 
that  were  then  made  were  promptly  resisted,  and  the  petitioners,  threat- 
ening to  appeal  to  the  Legislature,  were  unsuccessfully  encouraged  by  the 
commissioners  to  pursue  that  course.  It  will  be  remembered  that  during 
the  session  alluded  to,  a  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives ordering  an  investigation  into  the  affairs  of  the  canal.  The 
committee,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  made,  among  others  of  a 
like  tendency,  the  following  comment  on  the  estimates  of  the  chief  engi- 
neer. "It  will  be  perceived  that  the  item  of  rock  excavation  has  been 
estimated  as  coming  within  the  denomination  of  quarried  rock,  whereas 
all  the  information  which  your  committee  has  been  enabled  to  obtain  upon 
that  subject,  tends  to  show  conclusively  that  at  least  two-thirds  of  the 
item  will  fall  under  the  class  of  solid  rock  excavation.  If  this  be  the 
fact,  and  that  it  is  has  been  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee, 
the  whole  amount,  as  estimated  by  the  engineer,  must  be  greatly  enhanced. 
By  reference  to  contracts  already  let  as  solid  rock  excavation,  it  will  be 
discovered  that  the  average  price  is  nearly  $2  55.  Assuming  this  sum, 
then,  as  the  price  for  solid  rock  excavation,  and  computing  two-thirds  of 
the  whole  amount  of  rock  excavation  at  about  $2  55,  the  price  for  solid 
rock  excavation,  and  the  remaining  one-third  at  $1  55,  the  price  per  cu- 
bic yard  for  quarried  rock  excavation,  and  the  sum  total  for  lock  excavation 
on  this  division  is  found  to  exceed  the  estimate  of  the  engineer,  $2,050,- 
800 ;  by  which  it  appears  that  the  item  of  rock  excavation  alone  amounts 
to  $6,814,331.  But  admitting  the  whole  item  to  fall  under  the  denomin- 
ation of  quarried  rock,  it  is  believed  that  contractors  could  not  be  procur- 
ed to  excavate  the  same  at  prices  less  than  those  allowed  for  solid  rock, 
on  account  of  the  great  elevation  to  which  it  would  have  to  be  raised,  after 
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being  quarried,  to  remove  it  from  the  works,  A  moment's  reflection  will 
show  the  truth  of  this  view  of  the  subject." 

These  opinions,  it  is  believed,  emanating  as  they  did  from  a  high  source, 
stimulated  some  of  the  contractors  to  insist  with  pertinacity  upon  an  im- 
mediate allowance  for  "solid  rock."  Others,  who  made  no  present  claim, 
spoke  freely  of  their  intentions  to  contest  the  matter  upon  the  completion 
of  their  work;  and  it  was  ascertained  by  the  Board  that  some  of  the  par- 
ties, encouraged  by  able  counsel,  were  actually  making  preparations  to 
fortify  their  position.  In  view  of  all  these  circumstances,  and  knowing 
at  the  same  time  the  uncertainty  ot  legal  decisions,  the  commissioners 
were  forced  to  believe  that,  however  unjust  the  claims,  there  was  imminent 
danger  in  permitting  the  contractors  to  finish  their  work,  under  the  exist- 
ing contracts,  if  it  were  possible  to  prevent  it  without  violating  the  faith  and 
dignity  of  the  State.  It  was  therefore  resolved  that  while  the  contrac- 
tor, in  disregard  of  equity,  insisted  upon  every  advantage  which  he  could 
obtain  by  law,  the  commissioners  would  be  equally  rigid  in  ruling  him  to 
the  letter  of  his  contract ;  and  accordingly  the  chief  engineer  was  in- 
structed to  issue  his  certificate  of  abandonment,  in  every  case,  on  the  first 
clear  provocation.  Some  had  already  violated  their  contracts  by  selling 
them  and  giving  irrevocable  letters  of  attorney,  setting  forth  a  valuable 
consideration ;  others  had  failed  to  commence  and  prosecute  their  work  in 
accordance  with  the  reasonable  requisitions  of  the  superintending  engi- 
neer; and  it  was  extremely  doubtful  whether  any  of  them  could  complete 
their  jobs  within  the  time  specified  in  their  respective  articles  of  agree- 
ment. Thus  situated,  and  being  apprised  of  the  determination  of  the 
Board  to  coerce  justice  if  any  longer  denied,  they  were  gradually  induced 
to  relinquish  their  disputed  contracts  and  enter  into  new  ones  based  upon 
the  former  prices  for  "quarried  rock,"  with  slight  additions  in  such  cases 
as  experience  had  shown  were  originally  taken  at  too  low  a  rate.  The 
final  -settlement  of  this  vexed  question  is  highly  advantageous  to  both  par- 
ties. The  contractor  is  placed  upon  a  footing  which  leaves  no  doubt  of 
his  ability  to  finish  his  work ;  and  the  State,  besides  avoiding  hazardous 
and  expensive  litigation,  can  now  estimate  with  certainty  the  ultimate  cost 
of  her  great  enterprize. 

In  the  quarterly  report  of  the  Board,  transmitted  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly in  July,  1837,  it  was  stated  that  a  correspondence  had  been  opened 
with  Judge  Wright,  an  eminently  "skilful  engineer,"  with  a  view  to  the 
surveys  and  examinations  required  by  the  third  section  of  the  amen- 
datory canal  law  passed  in  the  previous  March.  In  the  meantime,  Mr. 
Burnett,  who  is  now  the  resident  engineer  of  the  third  division,  was  in- 
structed to  make  a  critical  and  thorough  survey  of  thi  dividing  ridge 
between  the  Fox  and  Des  Plaines  rivers,  and  "within  the  limits  of  the 
State."  This  duty  he  performed  with  great  care,  eliciting  information  from 
every  accessible  source,  and  indulging  those  persons  who  desired  explora- 
tions of  particular  depressions  previously  supposed  and  asserted  to  be 
sufficiently  low  to  afford  a  cheap  feeder. 

Judge  Wright  arrived  at  Chicago  in  the  early  part  of  October,  and  on 
the  20th  of  the  same  month,  Mr.  Burnett  made  a  detailed  report,  with  a 
topographical  map  and  estimates,  of  the  quantities  of  excavation  and 
other  work  necessary  to  effect  the  object  on  the  most  favorable  route  of 
which  the  country  was  susceptible.     At  that  time  and  through  the  whole 
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summer,  the  Des  Plaines  river  was  generally  admitted  to  be  unusually 
flush,  as  was  also  the  Calamic.  No  gauges  were  therefore  ordered,  and 
consequently  those  of  the  Des  Plaines,  made  by  the  United  States'  engi- 
neers in  1830,  and  of  the  Calamic,  by  Mr.  Bucklin,  were  adopted  as  the 
basis  of  the  investigation.  Keeping  in  view,  however,  that  the  truth  of 
these  gauges  had  been  strenuously  controverted  by  the  advocates  of  the 
upper  level  or  "shallow  cut,"  and  that  the  capacity  of  the  Calamic  had 
been  contended  to  be  even  superabundant,  the  attention  of  the  examin- 
ing engineer  was  particularly  directed  to  the  question,  whether  the  Calamic 
could  in  any  event  be  classed  among  waters  which  the  law  contemplated 
as  'sources  within  the  legitimate  authority  of  the  State  of  Illinois ;"  a 
question  which  his  reputation  for  sound  judgment  in  every  thing  connec- 
ted with  canaling,  his  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  Indiana  depen- 
dant on  the  Calamic,  and  his  great  experience  in  the  adjustment  of  similar 
claims,  pre-eminently  fitted  him  to  answer  with  confidence.  His  plain, 
free,  and  very  decided  report,  marked  G,  to  which  Mr.  Burnett's  is  appen- 
ded, will  afford  all  the  information  required  by  the  statute  which  enjoin- 
ed the  examinations.  But  notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, that  the  report  of  Judge  Wright — so  completely  confirming  their 
original  plan — should  alone  determine  the  mode  of  feeding  the  canal,  they 
still  thought  it  advisable  to  seize  the  first  opportunity  of  reguaging  the 
summit  streams  and  examining  the  suitability  of  the  country  for  sustain- 
ing assistant  reservoirs.  The  past  dry  season  rendered  the  measuring  of 
the  Des  Plaines  almost  unnecessary,  since  for  nearly  four  months  the 
tightest  dam  that  could  be  erected  would  not,  at  the  point  for  taking  out 
a  feeder,  have  saved  water  enough  to  propel  a  single  pair  of  ordinary 
mill-stones.  Repeated  guagings  from  the  20th  of  July  to  the  22d  of  Au- 
gust, and  it  was  afterwards  still  lower,  gave  an  average  of  less  than  the 
measurement  of  1S30.  The  Calamic  was  guaged  on  the  8th  of  August, 
and  again  on  the  21st  of  September,  by  Mr.  Talcott,  the  competent  and 
indefatigable  resident  engineer  of  the  summit  division,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  chief  engineer  and  two  of  the  commissioners,  who  assist- 
ed in  the  operation.  Every  precaution  was  taken  to  render  the  measure- 
ments perfect,  but  owing  to  the  high  stage  of  water  in  the  lake  which 
flowed  back  upon  the  only  point  adapted  to  the  purpose,  and  the  quantity 
of  grass  that  had  recently  grown  up  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  it  was  im- 
practicable to  compute  the  velocity  of  the  current  from  top  to  bottom 
with  all  the  precision  that  was  desirable.  Averaging  the  different  guages, 
which  are  believed  to  be  over  the  truth,  the  quantity  estimated  was  a 
fraction  less  than  7,000  cubic  feet  per  minute,  being  only  1,600  feet  more 
than  reported  by  Mr.  Bucklin,  but  falling  short  10,217  cubic  feet  per 
minute  of  Mr.  Belin's  estimate  as  given  in  the  printed  report.  The 
inference  is  fair,  therefore,  that  Mr.  Bucklin  was  right,  and  conclusive 
that  Mr.  Belin  was  either  wrong  in  his  calculation,  or,  which  is  more 
probable,  that  the  error  was  typographical.  It  is  proper  to  mention  also 
that  the  volume  of  water  continued  to  decline  for  some  weeks  after  the 
last  guaging  by  Mr.  Gooding  and  Mr.  Talcott,  but  the  general  sickness 
of  the  country  preventecf  a  repetition  of  their  experiments.  An  attempt 
Avas  made  on  the  8th  of  October,  Avhen  it  was  found  that  the  river  had 
fallen  two  inches  since  the  last  and  lowest  previous  guage,  but  the  mea- 
surement was  carried  no  further.     In  regard  to  reservoirs,  it  is  sufficient 
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to  say  that,  besides  their  pernicious  influence  upon  the  health  of  such  a 
country,  it  is  believed  that  they  could  have  rendered  but  little  aid  in  a 
protracted  drought  like  the  one  just  experienced. 

In  addition  to  the  services  required  by  law,  the  commissioners  availed 
themselves  of  the  valuable  talents  of  Judge  Wright  in  general  consulta- 
tion. He  was  employed  to  inspect  the  entire  line,  and  invited  to  criticise 
freely  any  and  every  part  of  the  work  in  progress,  as  well  as  the  plans 
of  the  chief  engineer  and  of  the  Board,  all  of  which  were  detailed  to 
him  on  the  ground  with  great  minuteness.  A  number  of  written  inter- 
rogatories were  likewise  propounded  to  him  embracing  every  subject  com- 
mented upon  by  the  committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  in  their  report  to 
the  House  of  Representatives  at  the  same  session  in  which  the  examina- 
tion was  ordered.  The  report  itself  had  attracted  his  attention  before 
he  arrived  in  the  State.  The  answers  to  these  interrogatories,  and.  the 
result  of  the  general  inspection  are  embodied  in  a  separate  report  to  the 
Board,  marked  H;  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  present  plan  of  the 
canal,  being  the  same  originally  adopted,  has  received  the  deliberate 
sanction  of  one  of  the  ablest,  most  experienced,  and  most  distinguished 
engineers  of  the  age.  Nor  was  that  sanction  given  until  after  the  most 
patient  scrutiny  both  of  the  plan  itself,  practically  examined,  and  of  all 
the  published  discussions  and  animadversions  on  the  subject.  Since  that 
report  was  obtained,  the  operations  of  another  year,  wide  and  varied  in 
their  range,  develope  nothing  but  additional  confirmation.  The  fifteen 
sections  extending  from  Chicago  river  to  the  "Point  of  Oaks,"  eight 
miles,  and  lying  through  the  low  wet  prairie  periodically  flooded  by  the 
Des  Plaines  river  through  Mud  lake,  have  been  completely  defended 
against  any  possible  danger  from  surface  water;  and  are  now,  by  means 
of  those  defences,  accessible  and  tenable  at  any  season  of  the  year.  The 
same  plan  of -drainage  and  defence  is  gradually  progressing  from  the 
"Point  of  Oaks"  to  the  Saganaskee  swamp,  and  enough  has  been' 
done  to  inspire  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  practicability  and  moderate 
cost  of  the  work.  Much  le^s  rock  will  be  encountered  than  was  once 
supposed,  but  the  earth  excavation  will  in  some  few  instances  cost  a  shade 
more  than  the  estimates.  The  quantity  of  water  to  be  pumped  is  not 
greater  on  an  average  than  was  anticipated ;  although  there  are  several 
sections  that  will  require  stronger  machinery  for  that  purpose  than  the 
others.  The  same  remarks  will  apply  to  the  rock  cuttings  between  the 
Saganaskee  and  Lockport,  all  of  which  have  been  permanently  de- 
fendpd,  and  many  of  them  so  far  advanced  as  to  exhibit  to  the  bottom 
every  variety  of  material  and  every  difficulty  of  excavation. 

Through  Lockport  and  thence  through  Juliet,  many  improvements 
havejjbeen  made  in  the  line.  Symmetry  and  strength  have  been  added ; 
the  value  of  the  water-power  exclusively  belonging  to  the  State  has  been 
much  increased;  and  every  advantage  that  plans  and  locations  could 
secure  to  the  State  has  been  scrupulously  observed.  The  revenue  from 
the  sales  of  lots  and  water  privileges  in  and  between  these  flourishing 
towns  must  ultimately  be  very  large,  as  will  also  be  the  case  at  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Du  Page  river,  where  a  manufacturing  place  of  no  little  im- 
portance must  soon  be  required  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  coun- 
try. 

The  costly  and  exposed  sections   around   the   base    of  the   Kankakee 
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bluffs  are  in  the  hands  of  experienced  contractors,  who  are  known  to  have 
executed  extensive  and  more  difficult  jobs  on  the  St.  Lawrence  canal. 
The  safety  of  the  plan  of  construction  is  now  generally  conceded,  and 
the  prices  at  which  the  work  was  taken  are  fair.  From  this  point  to 
Marseilles  nothing  has  Been  let ;  thence  to  Ottawa  the  work  is  advanc- 
ing steadily,  and  will  be  finished  in  good  time. 

The  navigable  feeder  from  the  Fox  river,  commencing  at  Green's  mills 
and  falling  into  the  main  canal  at  the  town  of  Ottawa,  and  also  a  lateral 
canal  and  basin  extending  to  the  Illinois  river,  authorized  in  March,  1837, 
have  been  located  with  due  regard  to  the  enhanced  value  of  the  property 
of  the  State.  The  entire  feeder,  about  five  miles  long,  and  a  considera- 
ble section  of  the  side  cut  have  been  placed  under  contract,  and  will 
probably  be  so  far  advanced  in  another  year  as  to  render  available  the 
large  and  valuable  water-power  thus  to  be  introduced  into  the  heart  of 
the  town.  These  judicious  improvements,  ordered  at  the  last  regular  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature,  cannot  fail  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  Ottawa 
in  a  high  degree.  Strengthened  and  cultivated  as  her  natural  advantages 
now  are,  it  is  admitted  by  all  intelligent  observers  that  she  must  soon 
become  an  important  manufacturing  city,  creating  a  vast  amount  of  busi- 
ness for  the  canal,  diffusing  incalculable  benefits  through  an  extensive 
scope  of  country,  and  remunerating  the  State,  by  increased  value  of  prop- 
erty, more  than  threefold  the  amount  of  the  additional  expenditures. 
Several  mill  sites  might  now  be  profitably  sold  at  Juliet,  where  they  are 
much  needed  for  general  convenience,  but  the  Board  have  no  authority 
to  sell  or  lease  such  privileges  on  any  part  of  the  line.  The  power  is  in- 
dispensably necessary,  and  should  be  conferred  on  the  commissioners  or 
some  other  agents  at  the  present  session  of  the  General  Assembly. 

From  Ottawa  to  the  termination  of  the  canal  at  the  city  of  La  Salle, 
the  work,  except  the  basin  and  steamboat  channel,  is  progressing  as  rapid- 
ly as  was  expected.  Several  sections  have  been  received,  and  many 
others  will  be  ready  for  delivery  early  in  the  coming  year.  The  chan- 
nel and  basin  will  be  pushed  with  vigor  on  the  opening  of  the  next  season, 
and,  if  labor  can  be  commanded,  they  will  be  in  time  for  the  remainder 
of  the  third  division,  which  it  is  believed  may  be  brought  into  use  in  the 
spring  of  1841. 

The  principal  part  of  the  aqueducts,  locks,  dams,  and  culverts  of  the 
middle  and  lower  divisions,  have  been  undertaken  by  practical  mechanics, 
skilled  and  experienced  in  their  line  of  business ;  and,  at  the  instance  of 
Judge  Wright  and  Mr.  Gooding,  a  superintendent  of  established  reputa- 
tion has  been  employed  by  the  Board  to  keep  a  vigilant  watch,  and  see 
that  the  laying  of  every  stone  is  in  accordance  with  the  specifications  of 
the  contract.  By  this  means  uniform  and  permanent  structures  may  be 
expected. 

Good  stone,  conveniently  situated  and  carefully  tested,  has  been  found 
in  sufficient  abundance ;  and  water  lime  or  Roman  cement,  of  the  most 
superior  quality,  lies  in  inexhaustible  beds  scattered  along  the  line  from 
Lockport  to  the  Little  Vermilion  river.  An  improved  furnance  for  calcin- 
ing and  a  steam-mill  for  grinding  the  lime,  will  soon  be  put.  in  operation 
at  Lockport,  by  Messrs.  Norton  and  Steele,  a  firm  from  Canada,  who 
manufactured  principally  for  the  St..  Lawrence  canals,  while  under  the 
control   of  Judge  Wright.      The   commissioners  have   contracted  with 
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these  gentlemen  for  a  supply  of  the  article  at  fifty  cents  per  bushel,  de- 
liverable at  the  respective  structures,  and  subject  to  the  inspection  of 
State  agents — terms  believed  to  be  unusually  favorable. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  canal  law  of  1837,  requires  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  to  cause  a  survey  and  estimates  to  be  made,  as  soon  as  con- 
venient, of  the  route  of  a  canal  diverging  from  the  main  trunk,  through 
the  Saganaskee  swamp  and  Grassy  lake,  to  intersect  the  Calamic  river  at 
the  nearest  practicable  point,  and  to  construct  the  proposed  branch  when- 
ever the  State  of  Indiana  shall  have  undertaken  a  corresponding  work 
connecting  her  system  of  internal  improvements  with  the  Illinois  and 
Michigan  canal.  In  compliance  with  this  requisition,  a  party,  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Burnett,  was  ordered  to  that  duty  as  early  as  prepara- 
tions could  be  made.  The  season  being  one  of  extraordinary  wetness, 
examinations  and  estimates  could  not  be  as  accurately  made  as  it  was 
desirable  they  should  be.  But  the  commissioners,  accompanied  by  the 
chief  engineer,  continued  to  explore  the  route  until  they  realized  their 
anticipations  of  the  facility  and  cheapness  with  which  an  excellent  canal 
might  be  constructed,  uniting  at  once  great  public  convenience  and 
utility  with  a  profitable  investment  of  capital.  Completed  at  a  cost  of 
not  more  than  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  it  will  connect  trie  Illinois 
and  Michigan  canal  directly  with  Lake  Erie  and  all  the  artificial  naviga- 
tion of  Indiana  and  Ohio ;  and  it  is  thought  that  the;water-power,  together 
with  the  town  which  it  will  create  on  State  property,  will  more  than 
reimburse  the  outlay.  For  the  particulars  of  the  survey,  see  Mr.  Bur- 
nett's report,  marked  J.  Major  Lewis,  one  of  the  acting  commissioners, 
and  Mr.  Williams,  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Indiana  canals,  have  verbally 
expressed  their  opinions  to  this  Board,  that  Indiana  would  certainly  ac- 
cept the  invitation  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  meet  her  at  the  dividing 
line ;  but,  as  yet,  no  written  communications  have  been  enterchanged. 
It  is  highly  probable,  however,  that  some  step  will  be  taken  by  Indiana, 
at  the  present  session  of  her  Legislature,  which  may  demand  immediate 
action  on  the  part  of  this  State.  It  is  therefore  proper  to  inquire  whether 
the  existing  laws  confer  the  power  on  the  Board  of  Commissioners  to  com- 
mence the  .prosecution  of  the  work.  It  will  be  perceived  that  the  fourth 
section  of  the  amendatory  act  for  the  construction  of  the  Illinois  and 
Michigan  canal,  approved  March  2d,  1827,  after  authorizing  a  survey 
and  esiimates,  uses  the  following  words :  "the  said  work  to  be  constructed 
whenever  the  State  of  Indiana  shall  undertake  a  corresponding  work  con- 
necting her  system  of  internal  improvements  with  the  Illinois  and  Michi- 
gan canal."  The  work  is  ordered  to  be  constructed,  but  the  ways  and 
means  are  not  pointed  out.  No  doubts  are  entertained  that  the  power 
was  intended  to  be  conferred,  and  that  it  was  designed  to  appropriate  the 
necessary  means  out  of  the  canal  fund ;  but  the  sixth  section  of  the  law 
of  January  9th,  1S36,  says:  "the  money  borrowed,  the  premiums  arising 
from  the  sale  of  any  stock  created,  the  proceeds  of  the  canal  lands  and 
town  lots,  and  all  the  moneys  in  any  way  arising  from  the  contemplated 
canal,  shall  constitute  the  canal  fund,  and  shall  be  used  for  canal  pur -poses, 
and  for  no  other  whatever,  until  the  said  canal  shall  have  been  completed." 
The  words,  "for  canal  purposes,"  taken  with  the  context,  would  seem  to 
mean, /or  the  purposes  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal.  If  so,  a  more 
explicit  appropriation  should  be  made. 
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The  enlargement  of  the  natural  basin  at  the  confluence  of  the  north 
and  south  branches  of  the  Chicago  river,  authorized  by  the  7th  section  of 
the  law  of  1837,  will  be  commenced  sometime  during  the  approaching 
summer,  unless  a  scarcity  of  labor  should  cause  other  work  to  be  delayed 
by  the  commencement  of  that.  The  exchange  of  block  number  14.  the 
property  of  the  State,  for  block  number  7,  belonging  to  individuals,  has 
not  been  effected ;  and  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  commissioners  that  it  will 
be  decidedly  to  the  interest  of  the  canal  fund  to  condemn  block  number 
7,  for  removal,  and  sell  fourteen,  after  the  basin  shall  have  been  en- 
larged. 

The  three  commissioners  appointed  by  the  circuit  judge  of  the  seventh 
judicial  district  to  value  private  property,  required  for  the  construction  of 
the  canal,  have  attended,  at  the  instance  of  the  Board,  on  two  occasions. 
At  their  first  meeting  all  were  present,  but  at  the  second  only  two  appear- 
ed, when  it  was  contended  by  counsel,  and  sustained  by  the  court,  that 
the  law  made  no  provision  for  any  number  less  than  three  to  act.  The 
death  of  one  of  them  occurred  soon  afterwards,  and  application  being 
made  by  the  claimant  for  the  appointment  of  another,  the  judge  decided 
that  no  power  was  anywhere  vested  for  filling  vacancies.  These  defects 
in  the  statute  should  be  removed  by  amendment. 

The  agents  for  the  protection  of  canal  lands  have  been  less  successful 
than  was  reasonably  expected.  Depredations,  though  not  so  frequent  as 
formerly,  continue  to  be  committed  with  shameful  impunity,  arising  in 
some  degree,  from  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  such  evidence  as  will  satis-., 
fy  a  jury.  Some  few  judgments  have  been  obtained  at  considerable  cost, 
but  chiefly  against  irresponsible  persons.  The  commissioners  continue  of 
opinion,  however,  that  the  agency  has  been  beneficial  far  beyond  its  ex- 
pense. Firm  and  vigilant  men  may  yet  arrest  -the  lawless  and  dishonest 
practice  of  plundering  lands  devoted  to  so  great  an  object ;  and  this  belief 
finds  strength  in  the  good  effects  which  were  produced  by  the  activity 
and  fearlessness  of  Col.  William  Weatherford  during  his  short  period  of 
service.  It  is  nevertheless  due  to  a  large  a  respectable  portion  of  the  in- 
habitants of  that  section  of  country  to  say  that  public  sentiment  has  under- 
gone and  is  undergoing  a  wholesome  change  in  respect  to  the  propriety  of 
enforcing  the  laws  against  all  trespassers.  If  the  agents  do  their  duty, 
they  will  find  many  influential  citizens  who  are  ready  to  aid  and  support 
them.  Such  assurances  have  repeatedly  been  made  to  the  Board  by  per- 
sons in  whom  every  confidence  jan  be  reposed. 

The  act,  passed  in  July,  1837,  providing  conditionally  for  the  sale  of 
canal  lands  to  the  amount  of  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  made  it  the 
duty  of  the  commissioners  to  select  the  lands  intended  to  be  sold— to  sub- 
divide them  into  lots  of  not  less  than  forty  nor  more  than  eighty  acres — 
and  to  value  them  in  reference  to  many  considerations.  To'comply  with 
these  injunctions,  it  became  necessary  to  employ  agents  of  suitable  quali- 
fications for  the  collection  of  proper  information.  Mr.  Richard  G.  Murphy, 
of  Perry  county,  and  Col.  John  Flemming,  of  Shelby,  were  invited  to  un- 
dertake the  laborious  task;  and  it  affords  the  Board  much  pleasure  to  be 
able  to  say  that,  as  far  as  these  gentlemen  progressed,  they  performed  the 
duties  assigned  them  with  unremitting  industry  and  much  skill.  Attended 
by  Mr.  Preston,  an  excellent  surveyor,  they  examined  minutely,  and  in 
regular  order,  each  section  of  canal  land,  establishing  its  corners  and  taking 
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tabular  notes  of  the  quality  of  soil — the  quantity  and  description  of  tim- 
ber— the  size  and  character  of  streams — the  amount  of  improvements,  if 
any — the  location  of  those  improvements — and  many  other  items  of  in- 
formation highly  useful  for  present  and  future  purposes.  A  correct  knowl- 
edge of  these  things  was  deemed  indispensable  to  the  Board,  in  order  not 
only  to  select  the  lots  to  be  offered,  and  graduate  their  value  generally, 
but  to  guard  against  being  overreached  in  selling  an  extraordinary  tract  of 
land  for  an  ordinary  price.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  party  was  dis- 
persed by  sickness  before  the  object  was  accomplished ;  but  the  work 
will  be  resumed  and  finished  as  early  as  it  can  be  economically  done  ;  and 
if  the  pecuniary  condition  of  the  people  will  justify  it,  the  lands  authorized 
to  be  sold,  or  a  part  of  them,  will  be  brought  into  market  in  June  or 
July. 

The  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  March  2d,  1S37,  empowers  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  to  sell  such  parts  of  the  canal  lands  in  the  township  in 
which  Chicago  is  situated,  and  alternate  lots  in  La  Salle  and  other  towns 
along  the  canal  route,  as  might  be  necessary  to  produce  the  sum  of  one 
million  of  dollars.  Under  this  authority,  and  since  the  last  session  of  the 
Legislature,  a  few  alternate  lots  have  been  sold  in  Lockport,  in  Ottawa, 
and  in  La  Salle,  but  more  with  a  view  of  founding  the  towns  and  pre- 
venting individual  property  from  superceding  that  of  the  State,  than  for 
purposes  of  present  revenue.  The  financial  embarrassments  of  the  Union 
for  nearly  the  last  two  years  will  satisfactorily  account  for  no  other  prop- 
erty being  sold.  The  sales  at  the  places  enumerated,  amounting  in  gross 
to  $35,400,  were  effected  at  liberal  prices  considering  the  times,  and  al- 
most exclusively  to  actual  settlers  who  are  making  substantial  improve- 
ments. The  Treasurer's  and  Secretary's  reports  contain  specific  accounts 
of  sales. 

This  rapid  review  of  the  condition  of  the  canal  and  the  affairs  connec- 
ted with  it,  taken  alone,  would  probably  be  thought  insufficient;  but  in 
conjunction  with  the  appended  reports  from  the  Treasurer  and  Secretary, 
and  from  the  principal,  the  resident,  and  the  examining  engineers,  it 
will  be  found  to  embrace  as  much  as  could  be  Said  on  the  subject  without 
repeating  information  which  others  had  detailed  with  perspicuity. 

It  appears  from  the  estimates  of  the  chief  engineer,  as  will  be  seen  by 
an  examination  of  his  report,  that  according  to  the  contracts  made, 
adding  a  full  allowance  for  the  light  sections  not  under  contract,  the  sum 
of  $7,621,442  57  will  cover,  with  very  little  variation,  every  expense  for 
a  convenient,  substantial,  and  elegant  canal,  such  as  it  ought  to  be  for 
commercial  economy,  durability,  and  State  character.  The  original 
estimate  of  the  same  engineer,  exclusive  of  the  additions  at  Ottawa  and  the 
enlargement  of  the  basin  in  Chicago,  was  $8,654,337  51,  being  $1,032,- 
894  94  more  than  will  be  required  to  complete  the  work. 

Upon  a  result  so  important  to  the  people,  and,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, so  gratifying  to  the  Board,  the  Commissioners  cannot  refrain  from 
tendering  to  your  Excellency  their  warmest  congratulations. 

It  is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  Board  that  the  canal  may  be  finished 
in  four  years,  if  there  be  no  delay  on  account  of  funds.  The  money  al- 
ready consumed  amounts  to  $1,432,445  43,  of  which  $986,355  85  were 
disbursed  in  the  last  year ;  and  but  for  the  well  known  awful  visitation  of 
Providence,  this  sum  would  have  risen   to   $1,200,00^.     The  operations 
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for  the  year  1839  will  require  an  additional  appropriation  of  a  million 
and  a  half  of  dollars,  and  those  for  1840,  two  millions.  A  small  part  of 
these  sums  may  possibly  be  derived  from  sales  and  collections,  but  to  rely 
on  that  source  beyond  the  interest  to  be  paid  on  loans,  would  be  a  ques- 
tionable policy. 

In  conclusion,  the  commissioners  reiterate  the  opinion,  expressed  in  the 
first  annual  report  to  the  Governor,  that  "if  these  lands  and  town  lots  be 
very  gradually  and  cautiously  brought  into  market,  reserving  the  chief 
part  until  the  canal  shall  have  been  completed,  and  all  its  advantages 
clearly  understood,  there  is  more  than  enough  to  build  it  on  the  present 
capacious  and  permanent  plan.  But,  on  the  contrary,  if  sales  be  forced 
and  all  the  lands  be  disposed  of  before  their  true  value  be  known,  there 
cannot  fail  to  be  a  deficit  of  several  millions  of  dollars.  Many  tracts  of 
land,  that  would  not  bring  more  than  five  or  six  Hollars  per  acre  if  sold 
immediately,  may  be  worth,  a  few  years  hence,  from  twenty  to  one  hun- 
dred dollars.  Innumerable  instances  of  the  kind  might  be  adduced,  some 
of  them  in  the  vicinity  of  the  canal." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  F.  THORNTON, 

Late  President. 
JACOB  FRY, 

Acting  Commissioner. 


Canal  Office, 

Lockport,  December  10,  1S38. 
To  the  Board  of  Commissioners 

of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 

Gentlemen  :  In  pursuance  of  the  duties  assigned  me,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report. 

Since  my  last  annual  report  to  your.  Board,  (a  copy  of  which  accom- 
panies this,)  the  work  upon  the  canal  has  progressed  with  as  much  rapidi- 
ty as  could  reasonably  have  been  anticipated,  considering  the  obstacles 
presented.  Notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  weather  of  last  winter,  the 
high  water  of  last  spring,  and  the  sickness  during  the  past  summer  and 
fall,  there  has  been  a  large  amount  of  work  done,  and  this  amount  would 
probably  have  been  increased  at  least  $300,000,  but  for  the  sickness.  The 
weather  during  the  summer  and*  fall  has  been  remarkably  favorable  for 
canal  operations,  and  particularly  for  protecting  and  preparing  portions 
of  work  upon  the  summit  division  for  further  progress. 

The  part  of  the  line  from  the  south  branch  of  Chicago  river  to  summit 
or  the  Point  of  Oaks,  is  now  placed  in  such  a  situation  as  to  insure  its  safe- 
ty from  the  high  water  caused  by  the  overflowing  of  the  Des  Plaines 
river. 

This  has  hitherto  been  the  cause  of  much  trouble  and  delay,  and  oc- 
casioned, for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  an  entire  suspension  of  the 
work.  A  small  part  of  the  deep-earth  cutting  in  the  valley  of  the  Des 
Plains,  between  summit  and  the  Saganaskee,  has  also  been  protected,  so 
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that  the  work  may  be  successfully  prosecuted  during  the  seasons  of  high 
water.  Upon  this  part  of  the  canal,  the  contractors  have  spent  most  of 
the  past  season  in  making  preparations  for  a  more  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  excavation,  such  as' building  shantees,  providing  the  necessary  fixtures, 
grubbing  and  clearing,  &c;  so  that  the  amount  of  estimates  upon  work 
lone  is  very  trifling,  compared  with  that  which  remains.  It  should  be 
abserved,  too,  that  several  of  the  sections  have  been  relet  since  the  regu- 
lar letting  in  June  last,  and  the  contractors  have  not  yet  had  time  to  make 
*ull  preparations. 

The  location  of  the  canal  at  the  Saganaskee  swamp  and  the  plan  of 
jonstructing  it  have  been  materially  changed  since  my  first  estimate  was 
nade,  and  a  very  decided  advantage  gained  in  the  expense,  in  the  symme- 
;ry  of  the  line,  and  in  the  increased  value  of  State  property.  The  canal 
is  now  located  occupies  as  much  of  the  channel  of  the  river  as  can  be 
nade  available  upon  a  straight  line.  A  new  channel  for  the  river  will  be 
>pened  upon  the  west  side  of  a  low  island  or  peninsula,  which  extends 
he  whole  length  of  sections  number  42,43,  and  44,  and  will  occupy  nearly 
he  same  place  where  the  main  channel  of  the  river  appears  once  to  have  been. 
*.n  embankment  will  be  made,  connected  with  the  spoil-bank  on  the  west 
ideof  the  canal  at  the  lower  end  of  section  number  41,  (which  is  just 
bove  the  Sag,  and  near  the  present  channel  of  the  river,)  crossing  the 
iver  from  that  point  to  the  island,  and  running  thence  across  the  island 

0  a  bayou,  which  will  form  a  part  of  the  new  channel;  thence  parallel 
vith  the  canal  and  about  22  chains  from  it,  upon  the  west  side  of  said 
sland,  to  a  point  near  the  lower  end  of  it;  and  thence  across  to  the  ca- 
lal  upon  section  number  45,  where  it  will  be  connected  with  the  protec- 
ton  so  as  to  exclude  the  waters  of  the  river.  Parallel  with  and  near  the 
mbankment  upon  the  west  side  of  the  island,  the  artificial  channel  will 
e  made  so  as  to  unite  the  bayou  above  mentioned  with  one  that  extends 
p  from  the  lower  end  of  the  island.  This  channel  will  be  opened  200 
;et  wide,  and  all  the  earth  excavated  from  it  deposited  upon  the  island  side. 
t  is  believed  that  a  depth  of  excavation  sufficient  only  to  remove  the  roots 
nil  be  all  that  will  be  necessary ;  for  the  whole  river  being  forced  into 
le  channel  by  the  embankment  above  described,  will  cause  a  current 
efficiently  strong  in  fime  of  floods  to  deepen  and  enlarge  it  to  the  re- 
uisite  dimensions.  There  is  a  large,  deep  basin,  or  expansion  of  the  river 
elow  the  channel,  of  sufficient  capacity  to  hold  all  the  deposite  that  can 
e  washed  into  it. 

That  part  of  the  canal  embraced  in  sections  number  42,  43,  and  44,.. 
le  only  sections  upon  the  Summit  Division,  except  twd,  which  are  not 
ow  under  contract,  has  been  very  properly  withheld  from  contract  since 
le  above  described  change  was  made.  The  only  work  that  can  be  done 
pon  it  to  any  advantage,  previous  to  the  completion  of  the  sections  from 
umber  44  to  the  running  out  of  the  level,  consists  of  earth  excavation  un- 
jr  water,  which  it  is  believed  can  only  be  done,  with  economy,  by  a 
redging-machine.  Such  a  machine  your  Board  has  very  properly  deter- 
uned  to  build,  under  the  direction  of  an  efficient  agent  of  the\State,  who 
lould  also  superintend  its  operation  when  completed ;  and  it  should   be 

readiness  as  early  next  season  as  practicable.     With  this    machine,  ali 

1  work  upon  the  three  above  mentioned  sections,  except  a  small  amount 
rock  excavation  and  walling,  can  probablv  be  performed  bv  the  time 
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that  the  sections  below  will  be  finished.  These  once  done,  the  water  can 
be  drawn  down  so  that  the  rock  excavation  (which  occurs  only  upon  sec- 
tion number  44,)  and  walling,  can  be  performed  with  little  difficulty  or 
delay. 

When  the  canal  at  this  point  is  completed  upon  the  present  plan,  a 
quantity  of  State  land,  amounting  to  about  270  acres,  will  be  reclaimed, 
which  is,  at  present,  entirely  valueless.  The  w  hole  of  the  impassable 
marsh  that  now  presents  so  forbidding  an  appearance  will  be  made  dry 
land. 

The  junction  of  the  canal  from  Calumet  river  with  the  main  line,  being 
made  at  this  point  upon  the  reclaimed  State  land,  will  make  it  one  of  the 
most  valuable  town  sites  upon  the  line  of  the  canal,  or  in  the  State.  The 
importance  of  the  point  at  this  junction  will  be  appreciated  when  it  is 
understood  that  the  "lateral  canal"  is  the  last  link  in  a  chain  of  canals  ofl 
nearly  twelve  hundred  miles  in  length  which  will,  by  this,  be  connected! 
with  the  improvements  of  our  own  State.  All  these  canals  are  believed 
to  be  in  progress,  and  some  of  them  are  known  to  be  nearly  completed, 
and  the  whole  chain  will  probably  be  completed  in  three  or  four  years. 
To  those  who  have  not  watched  the  progress  of  improvements  in  neigh- 
boring States,  this  statement  may  appear  almost  incredible,  and  the  follow- 
ing list  is,  therefore,  given  to  show  that  there  is  no  exaggeration. 

MiJea. 

Length  of  Michigan  and  Erie  canal,  including  both  the  branch 

to  Michigan  city  and  to  the  Illinois  State  line,  (all  in  Indiana,)  1 98 j 

Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  in  Ohio  and  Indiana,                 -             -  315] 

Central  canal,  Indiana,               -             •             -             -             -  310 

Cross  cut  canal,  Indiana,                         ....  43 

Miami  canal,  Ohio,       ------  205 

White  Water  canal,  Indiana,  (length  of  Richmond  branch  esti- 
mated,)        -             -             -             -                          -             -  90 

Canal  from  Cincinnati  to  Harrison,  on  the  White  Water  canal, 

(length  estimated,)     ------  30j 

Total  -  -  -  -  -  -  -        1,191 

There  are  several  navigable  feeders  omitted,  which  would  probably  in- 
crease the  length  thirty  or  forty  miles. 

The  canals  above  ennumerated  are  intersected  at  various  points  by  rail- 
roads and  other  improvements,  which  will  add  much  to  their  usefulness, 
and  materially  increase  the  importance  of  a  connection  with  them. 

From  section  number  44  to  Lockport,  (a  sub-division  that  embraces  all] 
the  heavy  rock  excavation,)  the  line  has  been  permanently  protected  from 
the  river  floods,  with  the  exception  of  sections  45,  46,  47  and  4S,  a  parf 
of  which  only  requires  protection,  the  rest  being  above  the  highest 
floods.  , 

When  this  work  was  first  placed  under  contract,  it  was  supposed  that' 
all  the  protection  against  high  water  that  would  be  required  for  the  canali 
after  its  completion  would  be  made  by  the  contractors  for  their  own  se-j 
curity  during  the  construction ;  or  that,  if  any  further  defence  were  re* 
quired,  it  could  be  made  with  greater  economy  after  the  canal  was  finish-] 
ed.     But  the  unusual  floods  of  last  year  rendered  it  evident  that  a  strong 
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and  permanent  defence  must  be  made  to  prevent  the  influx  of  the  water 
into  the  canal :  and  the  serious  delay  occasioned  to  the  work  by  the  want 
of  such  a  defence,  and  the  probable  recurrence  of  such  delay,  satisfacto- 
rily proved  the  expediency  of  at  once  making  a  protection  or  defence  at 
the  expense  of  the  State,  which  should  be  sufficient  for  all  present  and 
future  purposes.  This  protection  consists  of  two  parellel  stone  walls, 
three  feet  apart,  raised  one  foot  above  high  water  mark,  and  a  wall  of 
well  puddled  clay  between  them,,  extending  down  to  the  firm  rock  be- 
neath, and  as  high  as  the  top  of  the  parallel  walls. 

The  Sag  and  Big  run  ditch,  extending  from  section  number  45  to  Big 
run,  commenced  last  year,  has  been  completed.  The  object  for  which 
this  is  designed  was  explained  in  my  last  annual  report. 

The  cost  of  the  protection  and  ditch  forms  no  inconsiderable  item  of 
expense,  but  could  not  be  dispensed  with,  without  causing  much  delay 
during  the  construction,  and  materially  detracting  from  the  value  of  the 
canal  after  its  completion. 

Much  labor  during  the  season  past  has  been  spent  upon  the  above  men- 
tioned work,  but  as  the  former  is  nearly,  and  the  latter  entirely  comple- 
ted, the  whole  force  that  can,  in  future,  be  brought  upon  the  work,  may 
be  directed  exclusively  to  the  excavation  of  the  canal. 

The  work  upon  the  Summit  Division,  during  the  past,  season,  has  gen- 
erally been  well  applied,  so  that  the  sections  that  have  been  worked  upon 
to  any  considerable  extent  are  now,  with  but  few  exceptions,  in  a  good 
condition  for  future  operations.  Portions  of  many  of  the  sections  upon 
this  divission  have  been  worked  to  bottom,  and  several  of  them  will  proba- 
bly be  completed  in  the  course  of  next  year. 

An  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  plan  of  constructing  sections 
number  66,  61  and  68,  by  building  dry  walls  in  front  of  the  embankment, 
which  will  somewhat  increase  the  cost,  but  add  greatly  to  the  value  of 
State  property  and  the  durability  of  the  canal,  and  diminish  the  expense 
of  repairs. 

In  connection  with  section  number  68,  which  passes  through  the  town 
of  Lockport,  and  is  made  120  feet  in  width,  a  hydraulic  basin  has  been 
estimated,  which  is  to  be  constructed  in  such  a  manner  that  the  mills  or 
manufactories  which  are  to  be  operated  by  the  water-power  created  here, 
will  be  built  upon,  and  draw  their  water  from,  three  sides  of  it — the  other 
side  being  next  the  canal  and  only  separated  from  it  by  the  towing-path, 
a  street,  and  a  tier  of  warehouse  lots.  This  basin  will  be  connected  with 
the  canal  in  such  a  manner  that  boats  or  vessels  can  readily  pass  into  it, 
and  load  or  unload  at  the  mills  and  warehouses. 

The  water  will  be  used  here  for  ihe  descent  of  the  first  two  locks, 
(which  are  of  ten  feet  lift  each,)  though  the  second  lock  is  located  about  a 
mile  below  the  first.  A  tail  race  can  be  made  from  the  mills  upon 
ground  of  such  a  level  as  to  require  but  light  rock  cutting,  except  for  a 
short  distance,  and  the  water  carried  in  below  the  second  lock. 

The  value  of  the  water  power  created  here  and  at  other  points  upon 
th^-  canal,  by  drawing  a  supply  of  water  directly  from  lake  Michigan, 
can  be  fully  appreciated  after  a  season  of  such  severe  drought  as  the  past. 
The  Des  Plaines  river  and  many  other  considerable  streams  of  the  coun- 
try have  been  nearly  dried  up,  and  probably  three-fourths  of  the  water- 
mills  throughout  a  large  portion  of  the  United  States  have  been  standing 
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still  for  the  last  three  months.  But  had  this  canal  been  completed,  there 
would  have  been,  during  the  season  past,  an  unusual  supply  of  water,  as 
the  surface  of  the  lake  has  been  nine  feet  four  inches  above  canal  bottom, 
or  three  feet  four  inches  higher  than  was  originally  calculated  upon  for  the 
supply. 

The  line  from  Lockkport  to  Dresden,  a  short  distance  below  the  Kan- 
kakee bluffs,  was  prepared  for  letting  last  spring,  and  offered  for  contract 
on  the  5th  of  June.  All  the  work  offered  was  let,  and  at  such  prices, 
generally,  as  were  satisfactory.  Some  of  the  lowest  priced  work,  howev- 
er, has  since  been  abandoned  and  relet. 

In  revising  the  line  for  letting,  the  canal  was  made  very  nearly  straight 
for  the  whole  distance  from  Lockport  to  Juliet.  This  location  varied  con- 
siderably from  the  first  survey  upon  which  the  estimate  was  originally 
made,  and  the  locks  are  quite  differently  distributed.  The  first  two  locks 
are,  as  before  mentioned,  about  a  mile  apart — the  first  in  the  lower  part 
of  the  town  of  Lockport,  and  the  second,  or  lock  number  2,  just  below 
Fraction  run — both  upon  canal  land.  Locks  number  3  and  4  are  located 
upon  canal  land,  about  2i  miles  below  Lockport.  The  lockage  is  twenty 
feet,  and  the  same  amount  of  water-power  will  be  created  here  as  at 
Lockport. 

Iiock  number  4  brings  the  canal  to  the  level  formed  by  the  pool  of  dam 
number  1.  A  short  distance  below  said  lock,  the  line  runs  into  the  chan- 
nel of  the  Des  Plaines,  which  will  here  be  turned  to  the  right,  and  the 
whole  of  the  water  forced  into  the  channel  upon  the  west  side  of  Nor- 
man's island. 

The  rock  excavation  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  from  the  point  where  the 
canal  enters  it  to  the  upper  end  of  said  island,  averages  about  two  and  a 
half  feet  in  depth;  but  when  the  river  is  turned,  the  excavation  will  be 
attended  with  no  particular  difficulty.  The  excavation  continues  across  the 
island,  running  out  at  the  lower  end  of  it,  where  the  towing-path  crosses  the 
river,  and  is  thence  continued  down  the  right  bank  to  the  guard-lock 
at  dam  number  2,  where  the  independent  canal  again  commences.  From 
this  point  to  the  termination  of  the  canal,  the  towing-path  is  upon  the 
left  or  south  side. 

From  Norman's  island  to  dam  number  1,  which  is  located  upon  canal 
land,  just  above  the  town  of  Juliet,  two  strong  walls,  with  embankments 
between  them,  will  be  constructed  upon  the  east  side,  to  confine  the  water 
in  the  pool  of  the  dam.  It  is  proposed  to  raise  these  walls  and  embank- 
ments seven  feet  above  the  comb  of  the  dam,  to  be  perfectly  secure  from 
the  highest  floods.  From  dam  number  1  to  dam  number  2,  a  similar  de- 
fence will  be  required,  but  of  a  much  less  height. 

Both  dams  will  be  made  of  good  cut-stone  masonry  laid  in  hydraulic 
cement.  Dam  number  1  will  be  connected  with  lock  number  5,  which 
will  be  upon  the  west  or  towing-path  side.  Here  also  a  large  amount  of 
water-power  will  be  created  which,  at  this  point,  will  be  particularly  val- 
uable, and  confer  great  additional  value  upon  State  property. 

From  Juliet  to  the  Du  Page,  the  revised  line  varies  considerably  from 
the  former  surveys.  This  variation  was  made  in  order  to  keep  up  the 
level  between  five  and  six  feet  higher  than  formerly,  so  as  to  cross  the  Du 
Page  by  an  acqueduct.  This  will  somewhat  increase  the  cost,  but  make  a 
much  better  and  safer  canal.     The  increased  cost  will  be  principally  upon 
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the  three  or  four  sections  immediately  below  Juliet,  and  in  the  aqueduct 
[across  the  Du  Page,  which  will  cost  more  than  the  original  plan  of  cross- 
ing this  stream  in  the  pool  of  a  dam.  The  plan  was  changed  after  wit- 
Inesssing  the  floods  of  the  last  two  years,  and  being  fully  convinced  that 
jmore  would  be  gained  by  it  in  safety  than  would  be  lost  in  expense,  if, 
indeed,  the  increased  expense  is  not  more  than  compensated  by  the  addi- 
tional water-power  that  will  be  given  upon  the  State  land  at  the  Du 
'Page.  This  State  land  will  form  a  town  site  of  no  inconsiderable  impor- 
tance, being  beautifully  situated  in  the  heart  of  a  fine  country,  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  from  any  town  that  could  possibly  rival  it.  The  lock- 
idge  immediately  after  crossing  the  Du  Page  will  be  fifteen  and  a  half  feet, 
idivided  into  two  locks,  number  six  and  seven,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to 
Idraw  about  4,500  cubic  feet  of  water  per  minute  past  these  locks,  (exclu- 
sive of  the  lockage  water, )  to  supply  the  canal  to  Marseilles. 

A  feeder  will  be  taken  into  the  canal  from  the  Du  Page,  about  three 
miles  above  the  crossing.  The  last  season  has  shown  this  stream  to  be 
one  of  the  most  permanent  in  the  State,  and  it  can  be  introduced  as  a 
feeder  at  a  very  moderate  expense. 

The  length  of  the  feeder  will  be  twenty  chains,  and  an  embankment  is 
already  nearly  completed,  extending  from  the  head  of  the  feeder  up  the 
river  twenty-seven  chains,  and  connecting  with  high  ground  upon  the 
river  bank  This  embankment,  together  with  that  which  will  necessarily 
be  formed  in  the  construction  of  the  feeder,  will  exclude  the  flood  waters 
of  the  Du  Page  from  a  depression  through  which  they  formerly  flowed 
into  Rock  creek.  This  defence  not  only  secures  the  safety  of  the  canal, 
but  prevents  a  considerable  quantity  of  excellent  land  from  being  over- 
flowed. 

From  the  Du  Page  to  Dresden,  the  line  has  been  but  slightly  changed 
since  the  first  survey,  but  the  quantity  of  slope-wall  to  protect  the  canal 
at  the  Kankakee  bluffs  has  been  considerably  increased,  to  render  the  ca- 
nal doubly  secure  at  this  exposed  point. 

The  cost  of  the  canal  around  the  bluffs,  at  the  present  contract  prices, 
will  not  vary  material^,  in  the  aggregate,  from  the  original  estimate;  and 
the  contractors  are  men  of  responsibility  and  much  experience  in  similar 
kinds  of  work,  so  that  its  completion  at  present  prices  is  beyond  a 
doubt. 

It  will  be  seen  that,-  in  many  particulars,  the  canal  from  Lockport  to 
Dresden- is  very  much  improved  from  the  original  design.  In  addition  to 
other  improvements,  between  five  and  six  miles  of  the  canal  below  Lock- 
port  will  have  walling  either  upon  one  or  both  sides,  which  will  effectually 
prevent  the  washing  of  the  banks  or  any  serious  danger  from  breaches. 
This  mode  of  constructing  the  canal  has  been  adopted  every  where  that 
stone  of  a  suitable  quality  could  be  conveniently  obtained  in  the  excava- 
tion, and  on  portions  of  the  distance  abovementioned.  stone  is  quarried  for 
the  express  purpose. 

These  improvements  in  the  mode  of  construction,  and  others  upon  va- 
rious parts  of  the  line  which  will  in  some  degree  increase  the  cost,  have 
been  the  more  readily  introduced  in  consequence  of  an  important  saving 
in  expense  upon  other  parts  of  the  canal,  which  it  was  known  would 
reduce  the  aggregate  cost  considerably  below  the  original  estimate. 

The  line  from  Dresden  to  Marseilles  has  not  yet   been  prepared  for 
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letting,  but  this  should  be  done  as  early  next  spring  as  practicable,  andj 
the  whole  of  it  placed  under  contract.  The  estimate  for  this  part  of  the! 
canal  will  be  the  same  as  in  my  first  annual  report. 

From  Marseilles  to  the  western  termination  of  the  canal,  but  particu-' 
larly  below  Ottawa,  a  large  proportion  of  the  earth  work  has  been  finish-  ■ 
ed.  Only  six  sections  upon  the  main  line,  and  one  upon  the  Fox  river! 
feeder,  have  been  entirely  finished  and  accepted,  but  ten  or  twelve  sections  \ 
more  are  nearly  done,  and  might  have  been  completed  in  October  had) 
not  sickness  caused  a  serions  interruption  in  canal  operations. 

The  work  upon  the  Fox  river  feeder  is  so  far  advanced  that  it  may  be 
Completed,  without  difficulty,  next  season.  The  dam  at  the  head  of  it  is:j 
finished,  except  a  small  amount  of  masonry  to  raise  the  abutments  to  thej 
requisite  height,  and  the  guard-lock  will  be   done  next  spring. 

Several  changes  in  the  original  plan  of  constructing  portions  of  thej 
Wester  nDivision  have  been  made  with  a  view  to  greater  permanency' 
and  utility,  or  to  benefit  State  property.  The  change  in  the  canal  atl 
Ottawa,  for  the  purpose  of  benefitting  the  State  property  in  that  place,f 
increased  the  cost  of  construction  about  $12,000,  but  will  enhance  the| 
value  of  the  property  to  a  much  greater  amount. 

At  Pecumsagan  creek,  a  much  more  expensive  and  better  artificial 
channel  has  been  formed  than  was  at  first  deemed  necessary.  An  extra- 
ordinary flood,  in  Jnne  last,  destroyed  a  considerable  amount  of  work, 
already  done,  and  showed  the  necessity  of  increasing  the  expenditure  tol 
give  additional  security  to  the  aqueduct  to  be  built  across  said  chan- ' 
nel. 

There  having  been  some  injury  sustained  upon  the  heavy  embankments'* 
from  section  number  191  to  195,  in  consequence  of  strong  winds  during' 
a  long  continuance  of  high  water,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  protect 
the  banks  that  were  most  exposed  by  a  slope  wall.  Accordingly  the; 
whole  of  section  number  194,  and  parts  of  sections  193  and  195,  have 
been  thus  protected,  and  the  whole  will  probably  be  made  secure  before 
the  spring  floods. 

The  width  of  the  steamboat  channel  has  been  increased,  for  a  distance- 
of  600  feet  below  the  basin,  to  160  feet  on  the  bottom,  or  60  feet  more 
than  it  was  first  estimated.  A  similar  enlargement  has  also  been  made 
for  a  short  distance  above  its  entrance  into  the  Illinois  river. 

Wherever  an  improvement  upon  the  original  plan,  increasing  the  cost  J 
over  the  original  estimates,  has  suggested  itself  during  the  progress  of| 
the  work,  the  facts  have  been  communicated  to  your  Board,  and  I  have  J 
had  the  satisfaction  to  find  that  it  has  been  deemed  more  important  toS 
increase  the  permanency,  utility  and  symmetry  of  the  canal,  and  the  ulti- 
mate value  of  State  property,  than  to  keep  the  cost  in  every  instance 
within  the  original  estimates.  It  is  well  known  that  when  those  esti*  i 
mates  were  made  there  had  not  been  sufficient  time  given  to  mature 
plans,  or  determine,  in  all  cases,  the  nature  of  the  material  that  would; 
be  met  with  in  the  execution  of  the  work.  It  was  my  intention  to  make 
my  estimate  high  enough  in  the  aggregate,  but  it  was  not  expected  that 
ia  all  its  details  it  would  exactly  correspond  with  the  actual  cost. 

Such  full  developments  have  now  been  made  upon  nearly  all  the  work 
which  has  been  placed  under  contract,  that  its  character  is  pretty  well 
ascertained. 
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The  contracts  made  the  past  year  have  generally  been  made  with  ex- 
perienced contractors,  after  they  had  satisfied  themselves  of  the  true  value 
of  the  work  by  actual  observation  of  similar  work  then  in  progress,  and 
had  had  the  benefit  of  their  own  or  other  contractors'  experience  upon 
the  same  canal  for  the  two  years  previous.  These  contracts  have  been 
made,  in  most  cases,  at  prices  below  the  original  estimates  for  the  same 
quality  of  work,  and,  with  very  few  exceptions,  will  undoubtedly  be 
executed  at  the  prices,  and  afford  a  fair  profit.  If  relettings  become  ne- 
cessary, the  work  genera'ly  will  be  relet  without  an  increase  of  prices. 
This  opinion  has  been  confirmed  by  observation  and  the  relettings  that 
have  already  taken  place. 

The  character  of  the  deep-rock  cutting,  about  which  such  a  diversity 
of  opinion  prevailed  at  the  commencement,  is  now  as  clearly  understood 
as  that  of  the  light,  earth  work.  All  the  sections  have  been  commenced, 
and  considerable  portions  of  many  of  them  excavated  to  bottom, 
showing  every  variety  of  rock  that  can  be  supposed  to  occur  in  what  still 
remains.  These  developments  have  reduced  the  cost  of  this  portion  of 
the  canal  to  as  much  certainty  as  it  is  possible  to  arrive  at  before  its  com- 
pletion. Heavy  contracts  have  been  taken  by  responsible  contractors, 
for  less  than  the  original  estimates,  upon  quarried  rock,  and  those  con- 
tracts, (since  the  first  season,)  have,  in  all  cases,  been  for  embodied  rock, 
whether  stratified  or  solid.  Were  the  whole  of  the  rock  excavation 
upon  the  Summit  Division  to  be  offered  for  contract  again  at  this  time,  it 
could,  unquestionably,  be  let  to  contractors  of  the  highest  responsibility 
for  considerably  less  than  the  amount  of  the  present  contracts. 

The  principal  structures  of  masonry  upon  the  canal  have  nearly  all 
been  placed  under  contract  the  past  season,  and  a  commencement  made 
by  quarrying  and  cutting  stone.  Twelve  out  of  the  fifteen  lift-locks 
upon  the  canal  have  been  let;  also  two  stone  dams  and  a  guard-lock  at 
Juliet,  the  masonry  in  the  abutments  and  piers  of  the  Fox  river  aque- 
duct, and  two  culverts — one  of  sixteen  and  the  other  of  eighteen  feet 
chord.  The  masonry  in  the  Fox  river  aqueduct  was  awarded  or  let  in 
the  fall  of  1837,  but  no  commencement  having  been  made,  it  was  relet 
in  June  last. 

The  locks  will  cost  less  and  the  aqueduct  more  than  the  original  esti- 
mate. The  quality  of  the  work  in  the  Fox  river  aqueduct  has  been 
changed  from  hammer-dressed  to  cut-stone,  and  in  the  locks  it  remains 
the  same  as  was  originally  intended. 

Since  the  work  was  let,  quarries  have  been  opened  along  the  line  and 
near  it,  and  stone  of  a  very  good  quality  has  been  obtained.  Water  lime 
is  also  found  in  inexhaustible  quantities  at  Lockport,  and  in  several  places 
upon  the  Western  Division  of  the  canal;  and  as  a  contract  has  been  made 
with  a  gentleman  of  undoubted  responsibility  for  the  manufacture  and 
delivery  of  the  lime  at  the  places  where  it  is  to  be  used,  the  cost  may  be 
calculated  with  certainty.  All  the  contracts  for  masonry,  except  for  the 
Little  Vermilion  and  Pecumsagan  aqueducts,  and  the  guard-lock  and  dam 
abutments  at  the  head  of  the  Fox  river  feeder,  were  made  for  so  much, 
exclusive  of  the  water  lime,  which  was  to  be  furnished  by  the  State. 
This  was  done,  first,  to  secure  lime  of  good  quality  and  procure  it  in  timej 
and,  secondly,  because  when  the  contracts  were  made  it  was  not  known 
where  it  would  be  obtained,  nor  at  what  cost. 
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The  materials  that  will  be  obtained  for  the  masonry    throughout   the' 
whole  extent  of  the  canal  can  be  had  more   conveniently,  and  of  much 
better  quality  than  was  anticipated  at  the  commencement;    but  in   con--! 
sequence  of  the  delay  caused  by  the  sickness  of  the  past   season,  it    will  I 
probably  require  two  seasons  more  to  complete  all  the  masonry  which  is  I 
under  contract.     By  placing  the  remainder  of  the  work  of  every  descrip-  ! 
tion  under  contract  next  spring,  or  early    next  summer,  the    canal    may 
be  completed,  in  three  years,  from  the  deep-cut  to  the  western  termina-  ' 
tion,  unless  the  seasons  should  prove  more  than  usually  unfavorable.     To 
accomplish  this,  and  proceed  at  the  same  time  with  a  force  upon  the  Sum- 
mit Division  sufficient  to  complete  it  one  year  later,  will  require   a  great 
additional  number  of  laborers.     These  might  easily  have  been  obtained, 
had  the  country  through  which  the  line  of  canal  passes  proved  as  healthy 
the  past  as  the  two  preceding  years.     But  unfortunately  for  the  credit  of 
the  canal,  it  has  been  otherwise.     There  has  been  much  sickness  upon  this 
canal,  as  well  as  almost  every  other  public  work  in  the  west.     This  may 
probably  be  attributed  to  the  long  continued  and  intense  heat  of  the  sum- 
mer, and  the  severity  of  the  drought.     But  from  whatever  cause  it  may 
have  proceeded,  it   was  unusual,  and    will  not  be  likely  soon   to   occur 
again.      The   two   preceding  years,   since   the    commencemeut  of  the 
canal,  had  been  remarkably  healthy,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that 
succeeding  seasons  may  prove  equally  favorable. 

When  the  sickly  season  commenced  in  July  last,  the  force  upon  the 
canal  was  rapidly  accumulating,  but  the  sickness  in  August  and  Septem- 
ber not  only  discouraged  the  laborers  abroad  from  coming  here,  (for 
exaggerated  reports  of  the  unhealthiness  of  the  country  were  every 
where  circulated,)  but  caused  many  that  were  here  to  leave  the  country 
altogether,  or  to  engage  upon  other  public  works  of  the  State.  Since 
these  discouraging  circumstances  occurred,  several  of  the  contractors 
have  exerted  themselves  to  introduce  men  upon  their  work  at  their  own 
expense,  and  have  expended  considerable  sums  of  money  to  effect  this 
object.  Their  exertions  have  been  attended  with  some  success,  but  it  is 
feared  that  they  will  not  derive  that  advantage  from  the  introduction  of 
laborers  that  their  praise-worthy  zeal  deserves,  in  consequence  of  the 
difficulty  of  keeping  these  laborers  upon  their  work  after  they  have  been 
once  obtained.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  whether  the  State's  interests 
would  not  be  materially  benefitted  by  making  a  liberal  expenditure  of 
money  in  obtaining  laborers  from  a  distance  for  the  canal,  either  directly 
through  an  agent  of  your  Board,  or  by  co-operating  with  contractors. 
Much  effort'  will,  at  all  events,  be  necessary  on  the  part  of  contractors, 
and  the  friends  of  the  canal  generally,  to  correct  the  misrepresentations 
that  have  been  made  in  relation  to  the  sickness,  to  show  the  liberal  wages 
uniformly  paid  upon  this  canal,  and  the  advantages  that  this  country 
presents  over  almost  every  other  for  the  investment  of  their  earnings. 

The  number  of  laborers  upon  the  canal  and  connected  immediately 
with  canal  operations  during  the  past  year,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertain- 
ed from  the  returns  made  upon  each  sub-division  at  the  close  of  each 
quarter,  has  been  as  follows,  viz: 
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1st  quarter  ending  February  28th    -             -             -  790 

2d  quarter  ending  May  31st            ...  1,755 

3d  quarter  ending  August  31st        -             -  *  2,193 

4th  quarter  ending  November  30th  -             -            -  2,1 14 

From  the  number  of  men  now  engaged  it  is  very  evident  that  several 
hundred  have  left  the  canal  since  last  summer.  There  are  many,  how- 
ever, who  still  continue  upon  the  line,  that  have  not  yet  recovered  their 
strength  sufficiently  to  labor,  and  therefore  are  not  included. 

The  amount  of  work  done  upon  the  canal  during  the  past  year  is  as 
follows,  viz : 

1st  quarter  ending  February  28th     -  -  -  $109,417  62 

2d  quarter  ending  May  31st     -  -  167,128  67 

3d  quarter  ending  August  31st          -  -  -  409,374  33 

4th  quarter  ending  November  30th  -  -  -  227,741  93 

Total  in  1838 $913,662  55 

Total  in  1837 346,899  43 

Total  in  1836 t  35,744  83 


Total  amount  of  work  done  -  -  -      $1,296,306  81 


This  statement  will  show  the  progressive  increase  of  labor  from  the 
commencement  up  to  this  time.  It  will  be  seen  that  but  a  small  amount 
of  labor  was  performed  last  winter  and  spring,  in  consequence  of  the 
unprotected  state  of  the  work;  and  that  the  amount  during  the  last 
quarter,  instead  of  being  a  great  increase  upon  the  summer  quarter,  as  in 
1837,  shows  a  vast  decrease,  in  consequence  of  the  cause  already  ex- 
plained. 

The  amount  of  work  let  upon  the  canal  at  the  public  letting  in  June 
last,  was  as  follows,  viz : 

Aggregate  length  of  line  let  upon  the  Summit  Division,  exclusive  of  re- 
lettings, three  miles  and  28  chains. 

Total  amount  at  estimates     -  $369,771  58 

Total  amount  at  contract  prices         ...  366,199  96 


Total  amount  less  than  estimates       -  -  -  $3,571  62 


Aggregate   length  of   line  let   upon  the  Middle  Division,  twenty-one 
miles. 
Total  amount,  (including  structures)  at  estimates     -        $1,145,329  93 
Total  amount  at  contract  prices       -  -  -  1,091,722  12 

Less  than  estimates  ....  $53,607  81 


*  The  nu  mber  of  laborers  on  the  first  of  August  was  probably  3,200. 
t  The  amount  paid,   instead  of  the   amount  of  work  done,  was   given  in   my  first 
annual  report. 
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Structures  upon  the  Western  Division. 

Total  amount  at  estimates       -                      -             -  $215,705  92 

Total  amount  at  contract  prices         -             -             -  194,549  S4 

Less  than  estimates          -  $21,156  08 

Aggregate  length  of  line  let  during  the  year,  exclusive  of  relettings, 
twenty-four  miles  nnd  twenty-eight  chains. 

Total  amount  at  estimates,  including  structures,         -  $1,730,807  43 

Total  amount  at  contract  prices        -             -             -  1,652,471  92 

Less  than  estimates           ....  $78,335  51 


Aggregate  length  of  line  now  under  contract,  including  all  which  has 
been  let,  seventy-seven  miles  and  forty-three  chains. 

Total  amount,  at  present  contract  prices,  including  every  description  of 
work  which  is  under  contract,  $5,871,740  37. 

Aggregate   length  of  line  not  under  contract,  twenty-four  miles  and 
four  chains. 

Total   amount  of  work  to  be   let,   including   all    the  work  of  every 
description  which  is  not  now  under  contract,  $1,251,103  15. 

Total  amout  of  work  under  contract  -  -     $5,871,740  37 

Total  amount  of  work  not  under  contract  -       1,251,103  15 


Add   seven  per   cent,  for  superintendence  and  contin- 


$7,122,843  52 
498,599  05 


Total  cost      -  -  -.-  -  -*  $7,621,442  57 

Original  estimate        -  -  -  -  -       8,654,337  51 


Difference     ------     $1,032,894  94 


There  has  been  a  constant  effort,  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  pretended 
friends  of  the  canal,  to  make  it  appear  that  the  estimate  submitted  in  my 
firstannual  report  was  far  too  low.  It  has  been  stated,  even  during  the  past 
summer,  in  some  of  the  newspapers  of  this  State,  (and  consequently  con- 
sidered as  an  established  fact  abroad,)  that  the  friends  of  the  canal  now 
generally  admit  that  the  canal  will  cost  much  more  than  this  estimate. 
But  this  is  far  from  being  the  fact.  None  of  the  friends  of  the  canal, 
who  can  have  any  just  pretensions  to  a  knowledge  of  the  value  or  cost  of 
the  work,  ever  made  such  an  admission.  On  the  contrary,  when  it  was 
discovered  that  a  much  greater  quantity  of  rock  excavation  had  been 
estimated  upon  the  Summit  Division  than  would  be  found,  the  canal  was 
known  to  have  been  over-estimated,  notwithstanding  considerable  addi- 
tional improvements  were  made  upon  other  parts  of  the  line  in  conse- 
quence of  this  saving. 

*  The  cost  of  the  Ottawa  side-cut  which  was  not  included  in  the  original  estimate, 
is  embraced  in  this. 
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In  submitting  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the  canal  as  it  now  is,  I  am 
not  governed  by  my  own  judgment  alone,  or  that  of  other  engineers. 
A  very  large  proportion  of  the  whole  work,  and  all  that  was  ever 
supposed  to  be  of  a  doubtful  character,  is  under  contract,  and  much  of 
it  in  the  hands  of  men  of  great  experience,  sound  judgment,  and  undoubt- 
ed responsibility.  They  have  generally  taken  tin  work  at  prices  a  shade 
below  the  estimates.  All  the  work  which  is  not  under  contract  is  esti- 
mated at  prices  at  least  as  high  as  existing  contracts,  and  no  doubt  is 
entertained  that  the  work  can  be  done  as  low  as  the  estimates.  Every 
item  of  work  has  been  embraced  which  it  is  now  supposed  can  possibly 
be  necessary,  in  order,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  to  show  the  entire  cost 
of  the  canal;  but  it  is  not  pretended  that  any  thing  more  than  the 
probable  cost  can  be  shown  until  the  whole  work  is  fully  completed.  A  vari- 
ety of  circumstances  may  occur  during  the  progress  of  a  work  of  this  mag- 
nitude, which  cannot  now  be  anticipated,  that  may,  in  some  degree, 
either  increase  or  diminish  the  cost,  but  cannot  cause  a  material  variation 
from  the  present  estimate. 

The  accompanying  reports  of  Messrs.  Talcott,  Jerome,  and  Burnett, 
resident  engineers,  will  give  a  satisfactory  account  of  the  progress  and 
situation  of  the  work  upon  their  respective  divisions.  The  tabular  state- 
ments annexed  to  each  will  show  the  names  of  the  contractors,  the  quan- 
tities and  amounts  of  the  various  items  of  work  performed  at  the  prices 
allowed,  the  sections  which  are  and  those  which  are  not  under  contract, 
and  the  aggregate  cost  of  each  section,  embracing  all  the  items  whether 
at  contract  or  estimated  prices. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  GOODING, 
Chief  Engineer  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 


Canal  Office, 

Lockport,  December,  1837. 
To  the  Board  of  Commissioners 

of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 

Gentlemen:  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  collected  such  facts  in 
relation  to  the  canal  as  my  duty  has  led  me  particularly  to  observe; 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  in  the  following  report. 

Although  the  amount  of  work  done  upon  the  canal,  during  the  year 
past,  has  not  equalled  the  expectations  of  many  of  its  friends,  yet  a  great 
number  of  sections,  embracing  a  vast  amount  of  work,  have  been  suc- 
cessfully commenced,  and  several  of  them  on  the  Western  Division  nearly 
completed.  The  number  of  laborers  has  continued  gradually  to  increase, 
and  there  are  now  as  many  upon  the  line  as  the  contractors  are  at  present 
prepared  to  receive.  The  want  of  labor  that  was  so  much  felt  last  year 
and  the  beginning  of  the  year  1837,  and  which  for  a  time  so  much  retard- 
ed the  progress  of  the  work,  it  is  presumed,  will  not  again  exist.  It  is  now 
generally  known  abroad  that  the  country  through  which  the  line  of  canal 
passes  is  very  healthy;  that  several  thousand  laborers  may  here  find  con- 


stant  employment  for  a  number  of  years;  and  that  no  country  in  the 
world  affords  such  advantages  for  the  investment  of  the  earnings  of  this 
class  of  men. 

The  number  of  laborers  engaged  upon  the  canal,  on  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber last,  was  not  far  from  350,  and  the  force  was  not  much  augmented 
till  the  opening  of  spring  navigation.  There  are  now  actually  employed 
upon  the  canal,  and  in  the  various  operations  immediately  connected  with , 
canal  construction,  about  1,700  men.  This  number  might  have  been 
greatly  exceeded,  had  not  many  of  the  contractors  been  negligent  in  pro- 
viding tools  and  accommodations  for  the  number  of  men  requisite  to  pro- 
gress with  their  work  as  rapidly  as  their  contracts  required.  This  delay 
was,  for  a  short  time,  in  some  degree  excusable,  in  consequence  of  the 
hard  times  and  scarcity  of  labor;  but  where  sections  have  been  suffered 
to  remain  a  whole  season  without  being  commenced,  or  where  a  com- 
mencement seems  to  have  been  made  barely  for  show,  and  no  reasonable 
assurance  has  been  given  of  the  ultimate  prosecution  of  the  work,  from  the 
progress  already  made,  or  from  visible  preparations  commensurate  with 
the  magnitude  of  the  job — there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  interests  of 
the  State  will  require  a  reletting  as  soon  as  efficient  contractors,  with 
the  necessary  means,  can  be  found,  who  will  take  the  work  affair 
prices. 

On  this  as  on  other  canals,  many  contractors  have  sought  for  and  ob- 
tained more  work  than  they  can  accomplish — some  by  overrating  their 
means  or  ability,  and  some  with  the  intention  of  selling  out — they  re- 
ceiving the  profits,  and  others  performing  the  operations.  Where  such 
has  been  the  case,  and  the  contracts  have  been  clearly  forfeited,  your 
Board  may  very  properly  effect  a  division  of  the  work  by  reletting  such 
sections  as  the  original  contractor  cannot  or  will  not  prosecute,  and  allow- 
ing him  to  retain  such  an  amount  of  work  only  as  he  can  conveniently 
manage. 

The  amount  of  work  performed  during  the  year  has  been  considerably 
less  than  it  would  have  been  but  for  the  unfavorable  weather  that  has  so 
much  of  the  time  prevailed.  The  last  winter  was  one  of  unusual  rigor, 
and  the  wet  weather  during  the  spring,  summer,  and  fall,  without  a  pre- 
cedent since  the  first  settlement  of  the  country.  The  streams  for  a  great 
part  of  the  year  have  been  very  high,  particularly  the  Des  Plaines  river; 
but  less  interruption  to  the  execution  of  the  work  lias  resulted  from  this 
cause  than  might  have  been  anticipated  from  the  unprotected  state  of 
most  of  the  sections;  and  it  has  been  clearly  shown  that  a  defence  can 
be  made,  at  a  moderate  expense,  that  will  render  the  whole  work  perfect- 
ly secure  during  the  highest  floods.  The  high  water  in  the  Illinois  river 
has  been  the  cause  of  serious  delay  in . the  excavation  of  the  steamboat 
basin  and  channel  at  the  termination,  and  a  large  force  will  be  requisite 
upon  that  work  as  soon  as  a  favorable  season  for  operations  shall  be  pre- 
sented. 

The  amount  of  work  done  on  the  canal,  from  December  1,  1836,  to 
December  1,  1837,  according  to  the1  monthly  estimates,  is  as  folllows, 
viz: 
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Upon  the  summit  division        ■  -  -  -  $180,536  97 

Upon  the  western  division  -  -  .  166,362  46 


Total  .....  $346,899  43 


Far  the  most  important  item  of  work  embraced  in  the  above  amount, 
is  the  rock  excavation  on  the  Summit  Division.  Considerable  progress 
has  also  been  made  in  the  deep  earth  excavation  between  Chicago  riv- 
er and  the  Point  of  Oaks,  but  there  has  been  so  much  water  upon  the 
surface  since  the  work  was  let,  that  the  side  ditch,  which  is  to  be  formed 
on  the  south  side  of  the  canal  without  the  spoil-bank,  has  not  yet  been 
finished ;  nor  but  a  small  part  of  the  bank  on  the  north  side,  which  is  to 
guard  against  the  water  that  flows  from  the  Des  Plaines  river  in  time  of 
floods,  and  which  is  to  be  formed  of  the  earth  excavated  from  a  ditch 
within  the  prism  of  canal. 

On  section  number  1,  several  chains  in  length  have  been  finished,  and 
on  other  sections  of  this  part  of  the  line,  portions  have  been  sunk  to 
bottom.  On  most  of  the  sections  of  deep  rock  cutting  which  have  been 
in  progress  during  the  year,  small  portions  are  now  at  bottom,  so  that  the 
quality  of  both  the  rock  and  earth  excavation  through  the  deep  cut  is  now 
well  undersood.  Enough  has  been  done  to  fully  demonstrate  the  charac- 
ter of  the  work,  and  show  the  ease  with  which  it  may  be  executed. 
Contractors,  therefore,  who  have  recently  taken  work,  have  done  so  with 
a  better  knowledge  of  the  subject  than  could  previously  be  obtained. 

The  estimate  of  a  part  of  the  Summit  Division,  contamed  in  my  re- 
port of  last  year,  has  fortunately  proved  much  too  high.  A  large  portion 
of  the  excavation  between  the  Point  of  Oaks  and  the  mouth  of  the  Sa- 
ganaskee  swamp  was  supposed, tSp.fl  the  examinations  made,  to  be  rock, 
and  estimated  as  such ;  but  test-pits  or  shafts  have  this  year  been  sunk, 
Avhich  show  that  the  excavation  will  consist  principally  of  clay  and  gravel, 
with  a  small  portion  of  detached  rock.  Since  this  error  in  relation  to  the 
quality  of  the  excavation  was  discovered,  the  work  has  been  re-estimated, 
and  much  of  it  let  at  prices  below  the  estimates.  This  error  in  my  last 
year's  estimate,  which  originated  in  consequence  of  a  want  of  time  to 
make  the  proper  examinations,  will  considerably  diminish  the  cost  of  the 
Summit  Division. 

During  the  past  year,  the  greater  part  of  the  Middle  Division  has  been 
carefully  revised  from  Lockport  to  Juliet  (and  a  survey  made  of  the  routes 
through  Juliet)  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Talcott,  and  the  remainder  un- 
der the  direction  of  Lieut.  Burnett,  resident  engineer,  assisted  by  Messrs. 
Preston  and  Ryan.  Some  slight  changes  in  the  route  of  this  portion  o.f 
the  canal  have  been  made,  though  it  remains  essentially  the  same.  The 
principal  alterations  are  between  Lockport  and  Juliet  and  the  Aux  Sable  and 
Nettle  creek.  This  division  can  now  be  readily  prepared  for  letting,  as 
very  few  other  changes  will  be  necessary. 

A  change  was  made  in  the  line  of  canal  opposite  to,  and  for  a  short 
distance  below  Ottawa,  on  the  Western  Division,  agreeably  to  instructions 
received  from  your  Board,  in  order  to  enhance  the  value  of  State  proper- 
ty at  that  place.  The  change  was  one  unquestionably  benefitting  the 
State  interests,  but  considerably  increasing  the  cost  of  the  canal.     Work, 
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to  the  amount  of  $1,449  63,  had  been  done  on  sections   168  and  169  upon 
the  old  line.     These  sections  are  now  nearly  completed. 

From  section  188  to  195,  inclusive,  a  large  quantity  of  heavy  embank- 
ment has  been  made,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  most  of  these  sections 
(except  the  structures  and  the  steamboat  basin  which  is  on  section  195) 
may  be  finished  next  year. 

The  cost  of  some  sections  on  this  division,  and  probably  on  each  of  the 
others,  will  be  greater  than  was  anticipated  before  the  quality  of  the  work 
had  been  minutely  examined.  Rock,  or  a  different  kind  of  excavation 
from  that  which  was  estimated  when  the  location  was  first  made,  some- 
times occurs,  and  will,  of  course,  increase  the  expense ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  many  sections  will  cost  much  less  than  the  first  estimate. 

It  was  supposed,  when  my  report  was  made  to  your  Board  last  year, 
that  several  causes  might  operate  to  reduce  the  cost  below  the  estimates 
then  made.  One  cause  suggested  was  a  more  general  attendance  of  effi- 
cient contractors,. and  consequently  more  competition  ;  another,  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  price  of  labor.  Both  of  these  causes  have  this  season  fortun- 
ately operated  in  favor  of  the  canal.  The  two  public  lettings  (on  the 
20th  of  May  and  13th  of  November)  were  well  attended  by  contractors 
of  known  skill  and  experience,  and  the  work  has  been  generally  let  below 
the  estimates — partly,  no  doubt,  because  the  character  of  the  work  was 
better  understood,  but  partly  because  the  price  of  labor  has  been  so  much 
reduced.  The  wages  generally,  for  the  year  past,  have  been  twenty  dol- 
lars per  month — six  dollars  per  month  less  than  the  year  preceeding. 

The  work  that  has  been  placed  under  contract  the  past  year  is  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

Aggregate  length  of  lettings  on  the  Summit  Division,  exclusive  of  relet- 
tings, eighteen  miles  and  twenty-five  c?-   'gas. 

The  amount  at  estimates  -  -  -         $2,011,332  03 

The  amount  at  contract  prices    -  1,925,364  33 

Less  than  estimates         ....  $85,967  70 


Aggregate  length  of  letting  on  the  Western  Division,  exclusive  of  the 
Fox  river  feeder,  twelve  miles  and  sixty-six  chains. 

The  amount  at  estimates  -  .  -  -  $186,200  36 

The  amount  at  contract  prices     -  187,143  18 

More  than  estimates       -  $942  82 


Length  of  the  Fox  river  feeder,  by  the  route  finally  adopted,  four  miles 
and  thirty-five  chains — all  let. 

The  amount  at  estimates,  including  dam  and  guard-lock     $77,451  74 
The  amount  at  contract  prices     -  -  -  74,700  37 

Less  than  estimates  ....  $2,751  37 
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Aggregate  length  of  line  let  during  the  year,  including  the   Fox  river 
feed  r,  thirty-five  miles  and  forty-six  chains. 

The  amount  at  estimates  -  -  -     $2,274,984  13 

The  amount  at  contract  prices        -  -  -       2,187,207  88 


Less  than  estimates  -  $87,776  25 


Aggregate  length  of  line  now  under  contract,  including  the  Fox  river 
feeder  and  the  lettings  of  the  year  1836,  fifty-two  miles  and  three 
chains. 

The  amount  of  all  the  work  let  at  contract  prices        $3,244,234  97 


All  the  Summit  Division,  except  twelve  sections,  and  nearly  all  of  the 
Western  Division  below  Marseilles,  are  under  contract.  Several  sections 
have  already  been  relet,  but  generally  as  low  as  the  original  contract 
prices  ;  yet  it  would  obviously  be  an  error  to  calculate  on  the  completion 
of  the  whole  work  without  a  liberal  allowance  for  relettings.  Even  were 
the  prices  in  all  cases  high  enough  to  complete  the  work  with  judicious 
management,  still  the  work  will  not  all  be  judiciously  managed;  and 
though  it  may  frequently  be  relet  at  fair  prices,  the  State  will  sometimes 
have,  at  last,  to  pay  more  than  its  actual  value,  in  order  to  have  it  execu- 
ted in  proper  time. 

Daring  the  past  year,  ditches  have  been  laid  out,  placed  under  contract, 
and  partly  executed  from  the  Point  of  Oaks  to  Chichgo  river,  and  from 
the  month  of  the  Saganaskee  swamp  to  Big  run;  the  object  of  which  is  to 
receive  and  carry  off  the  water  which  must  otherwise  drain  into  the  canal, 
or  accumulate  behind  the  spoil-banks.  By  the  aid  of  these  ditches,  the 
water  (except  what  falls  within  the  spoil-banks)  may  be  effectually  pre- 
vented from  conveying  deposite  into  the  canal,  and  also  from  interrupt- 
ing the  progress  of  the  work  during  the  construction. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Saganaskee  swamp,  the  canal  has  been  so  loca- 
ted as  to  reclaim  a  portion  of  a  canal  section  (section  number  fifteen,) 
which  will  be  made  very  valuable,  if  the  junction  of  the  "lateral  canal" 
with  the  main  line  be  made  at  this  point.  The  cost  of  the  canal 
will  not  be  materially  changed  by  the  slight  change  which  has  here  been 
made  in  the  location,  though  the  character  of  the  work  will  be  different. 
The  quantity  of  rock  excavation  will  be  much  diminished,  but  a  large 
amount  of  embankment  required. 

Two  parallel  embankments,  one  upon  each  side  of  the  canal,  must  be 
made  the  whole  length  of  sections  number  42,  43,  44,  and  part  of  45, 
or  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  the  excavation  of  the  canal  made  be- 
tween them.  The  water  between  the  banks  must  necessarily  be  thrown 
out  by  machinery,  which  will  have  to  be  kept  constantly  in  operation 
during  the  construction.  It  is  important  that  the  contractors  should  use 
their  exertions  to  introduce  the  most  economical  method  of  pumping  the 
water  from  their  work,  as  this  at  present  forms  no  inconsiderable  item  of 
expense.  This  expense  will  be  comparatively  trifling  when  the  proper 
defences  are  made,  and  more  perfect  machinery  used. 

Messrs.  Greenwood  and  Bishop  (contractors  for  sections  13,  14,  and 
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15,)  have  erected  a  steam-engine  for  pumping,  which  is  more  than  ade- 
quate to  discharge  the  water  from  their  work  under  the  most  unfavora- 
ble circumstances ;  and  it  is  believed  that  this  power  will  be  far  the  most 
economical  where  the  quantity  of  water  to  be  raised  is  great. 

No  mechanical  work  upon  the  canal  has  yet  been  let,  except  the 
masonry  in  the  abutments  and  piers  of  the  Fox  river,  Pecumsagan,  and 
Vermilion  aqueducts,  and  the  dam  and  guard-lock  at  the  head  of  the 
Fox  river  feeder.  It  will  probably  be  expedient  to  let  all  the  struciures 
between  Marseilles  and  the  termination  early  next  spring,  so  that  this 
part  of  the  line  which  is  to  be  supplied  with  water  from  the  Fox  river 
feeder  may  be  ready  for  navigation  in  the  autumn  of  1839.  This  may 
easily  be  accomplished  if  the  contractors  will  use  proper  exertions ;  and, 
if  they  do  not,  it  may  be  proper  either  to  relet  the  work,  or  finish  it  by 
State  agents.  The  completion  of  this  part  of  the  canal  will  be  important 
not  only  with  regard  to  navigation,  but  also  on  account  of  the  extensive 
hydraulic  power  that  may  be  immediately  brought  into  use,  and  which 
will  add  vastly  to  the  value  of  the  State  property  at  Ottawa  and  La 
Salle. 

A  portion  of  the  Middle  Division  should  probably  also  be  let  in  the 
spring.  The  line  from  Lockport  to  the  foot  of  the  Kankakee  bluffs,  which 
will  include  a  great  number  of  structures,  and  the  most  of  the  heavy 
work  that  now  remains  to  be  let,  should  be  first  placed  under  contract. 
This  part  of  the  line  is  through  a  beautiful  section  of  country,  which 
would  furnish  a  large  quantity  of  supplies;  and  the  work  is  of  a  kind 
to  invite  the  attention  of  the  most  skilful  contractors,  and  insure  its  com- 
pletion at  fair  prices. 

There  is  now  but  little  doubt  that  laborers  enough  can  be  procured  for 
all  the  work  that  is  let,  and  that  which  it  is  proposed  to  place  under  con- 
tract next  year.  The  force  upon  the  canal  during  the  past  year,  and  par- 
ticularly during  the  summer  and  autumn,  has  been  rapidly  accumulating; 
and  laborers  are  still  coming  in  considerable  numbers,  notwithstanding 
the  lake  navigation  is  closed.  The  gradual  accumulation  of  the  force  upon 
the  canal  will  be  shown  by  the  estimates  for  each  quarter  of  the  past  year, 
which  are  as  follows,  viz: 

1st  quarter  ending  28th  February     -  -  -         $7,902  01 

2d  quarter  ending  31st  May     -  -  55,647  62 

3d  quarter  ending  31st  August         -  -  -        112,044  02 

4th  quarter  ending  30th  November  -  -        171,305  78 


Total $346,899  43 

The  entire  cost  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  will  probably  fall  con- 
siderably short  of  my  estimate  of  last  year;  yet  experience  has  shown 
that  the  actual  cost  of  any  great  public  work  cannot  be  determined  with 
certainty  until  its  completion.  The  fluctuation  in  the  price  of  labor  and 
supplies,  and  a  variety  of  other  causes,  render  it  impossible  to  estimate  the 
exact  cost  of  doing  work  at  any  future  period;  but  when  many  experienced 
contractors  readily  contract  for  work  at  prices  as  low  or  lower  than  the  es- 
timates, it  may  reasonably  be  inferred  that  the  estimates  are  generally 
high  enough,  and  that  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  underrate  the  cost  of 
the  canal. 


Early  in  the  year,  and  previous  to  the  revision  of  the  Middle  Division, 
the  locating  party  under  the  direction  of  Lieut.  Burnett  proceeded  to 
make  a  survey  of  the  lateral  canal  (agreeably  to  the  law  authorizing  the 
same)  connecting  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  with  the  Calumet  river, 
and  througti  this  river,  with  the  Michigan  and  Erie  canal  of  Indiana. 

His  very  satisfactory  report,  which  1  take  great  pleasure  in  communi- 
cating to  your  Board,  will  show  with  what  care  and  ability  he  has  execu- 
ted this  duty,  and  the  praise  that  Re  and  the  young  gentlemen  who  have 
assisted  him  so  justly  deserve. 

This  canal  must  be  regarded  as  a  valuable  auxiliary  to  the  Illinois  and 
Michigan  canal,  and  an  important  link  in  the  chain  of  internal  navigation 
in  the  Western  States.  By  this  a  direct  communication  with  the  head  of 
lake  Erie  will  be  obtained  by  a  canal,  not  exceeding  300  miles  in  length, 
(composed  of  the  lateral  or  "Illinois  and  Indiana  canal,"  the  "Michigan 
and  Erie,"  and  a  part  of  the  "Wabash  and  Erie  canals,")  which  will  be 
particularly  useful  at  such  seasons  of  the  year  as  the  lake  naviga- 
tion is  uncertain  or  hazardous.  It  will  connect  with  a  chain  of  ca- 
nals in  the  States  of  Indiana  and  Ohio  which  passes  through  the  i  valleys 
of  the  Wabash,  the  White  river,  the  Maumee,  and  the  Miami,  and  con- 
nects with  the  Ohio  river  at  Evansville  and  Cincinnati.  Although  this 
vast  chain  of  canals  is  not  in  the  general  direction  of  the  commerce  of 
this  State,  yet  it  is  believed  that  this  communication  will  ultimately  give  a 
great  accession  of  business  to  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  by  the 
cheap  and  safe  intercourse  established  with  the  various  parts  of  the  country 
thus  connected. 

The  cost  of  this  lateral  canal  will  be  trifling,  compared  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  object  to  be  obtained  by  its  construction. 

The  accompanying  report,  maps,  and  profiles,  of  Lieut.  Burnett,  will 
convey  all  the  information  that  your  Board  may  require  in  relation  to  the 
route,  cost,  and  plan,  of  said  canal.  The  engineers  employed  by  your 
Board  have  generally  displayed  a  laudable  zeal  in  the  fulfilment  of  their 
duties.  Mr.  Talcott,  the  resident  engineer  on  the  Summit  Division,  as- 
sisted by  Messrs.  Hanchett  and  Gooding,  and  Mr.  Jerome,  the  resident 
engineer  on  the  Western  Division,  assisted  by  Messrs  Robinson,  O.  S.  Je- 
rome, and  Killaly,  have  performed  their  duties  in  the  most  prompt  and 
satisfactory  manner. 

The  recent  visit  of  Judge  Wright,  an  engineer  whose  high  reputation 
for  judgment,  skill,  and  experience,  has  been  well  earned  by  a  long  course 
of  useful  service  in  his  profession,  has  given  great  satisfaction  to  the 
friends  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal ;  and  it  is  believed  that  his  ap- 
probation of  the  present  plan  and  location  will  do  much  to  reconcile  con- 
flicting opinions  concerniing  it.  During  his  visit  he  made  an  examination 
of  the  whole  line  of  canal,  and  his  attention  was  called  to  every  portion  of 
it  where  the  least  difference  of  opinion  could  prevail  in  relation  to  the  lo- 
cation and  plan  of  construction.  He  took  much  pains  to  make  himself 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  every  fact  necessary  to  lead  to  a  just  conclu- 
sion, and  though  his  visit  was  but  short,  his  opinions  were  not  formed 
without  due  deliberation,  and  may  therefore  be  relied  upon  with  great 
confidence.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  GOODING, 
Chief  Engineer  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 
C  » 
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B. 

Lockpoet,  December  10,  1838. 
To  William  Gooding,  Esq. 

Chief  Engineer. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  herewith  present  the  following 
report  upon  the  Summit  Division  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal. 

For  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  following  remarks  more  perspicuous, 
I  have  considered  the  line  in  three  sub-divisions,  agreeable  to  the  general 
topography  of  the  country  and  the  progress  of  the  work :  the  first  divis- 
ion extending  from  the  south  branch  of  Chicago  river  to  the  "Point  of 
Oaks,"  or  Des  Plaines  river ;  the  second  from  the  "Point  of  Oaks"  to,  and 
including  the  Saganaskee  valley;  and  the  third  from  said  valley  to  Lockport. 

Upon  resuming  charge  of  the  line  in  March,  1837,  I  found  nearly 
every  section  that  had  been  commenced  overflowed  by  the  Des  Plaines 
river,  and  the  work  nearly  suspended.  It  was,  however,  generally  resumed 
in  May  following. 

The  first  sub-division,  extending  from  section  one  to  fifteen,  inclusive, 
was  the  second  time  offered  for  contract  in  May,  1837.  The  unfavorable 
appearance  of  the  work  (nearly  one-half  of  which  was  overflowed  by 
the  river)  prevented  much  competition,  and  the  proposals  received  were 
considered  much  above  the  real  value  of  the  work.  Sections  one,  two, 
and  three,  only,  were  awarded.  The  commissioners  then  determined  to 
defend  the  work  by  a  continuous  embankment  on  the  north  side,  formed 
by  excavation  from  the  prism  of  the  canal,  and  on  the  south  by  a  ditch 
without  the  spoil-bank,  to  receive  the  drainage  of  the  country  which  is 
discharged  into  the  southernmost  branch  of  Chicago  river.  A  contract 
was  accordingly  made  for  this  purpose ;  soon  after  which  contracts  were 
made  for  the  construction  of  the  main  work,  at  the  engineer's  estimate, 
subject  to  the  contract  for  the  defence.  Owing  to  inefficiency  in  the  con- 
tractor, the  work  of  defence  was  abandoned  at  an  early  stage,  and  subse- 
quently awarded  to  the  contractors  for  the  main  work,  according  to  their 
respective  sections. 

The  season  was  far  advanced  before  much  progress  had  been  made,  and 
the  imperfect  protection  proved  no  defence  against  the  unusual  high  water 
in  December,  1837.  Nearly  every  section  that  had  been  commenced  was 
overflowed,  and  the  work  generally  suspended  during  the  winter.  It  was 
resumed  early  in  the  spring,  and  throughout  the  past  season  has  been 
prosecuted  with  considerable  energy.  The  plan  of  defence  is  now  com- 
pleted, and  what  has  hitherto  been  considered  one  of  the  greatest  obsta- 
cles to  the  construction  of  this  part  of  the  line  effectually  overcome. 
From  the  general  character  of  the  excavation,  (which  consists  principally 
of  a  very  compact  blue  clay,  occasionally  intermixed  with  fine  gravel,)  no 
great  difficulty  can  be  experienced  in  keeping  the  work  clear  of  water. 
It  is  now  in  a  favorable  condition  for  the  coming  winter;  during  which  it 
can  be  advantageously  prosecuted. 

At  the  time  of  making  your  first  annual  report,  the  work  on  that  part 
of  the  line  included  in  the  second  sub-division  (embracing  sections  16  to 
44,  inclusive,)  was  supposed  to  consist  principally  of  rock  excavation. 
The  circumstances  which  induced  that  opinion  were  the  regular  rock  for- 
mation which  appears  on  the  west  side  of  the  Des  Plaines  river,  opposite 
the  "Point  of  Oaks,"  and  forms  its  bed  for  some  distance  above  and  below 


this  point.  It  was,  therefore,  natural  to  suppose  the  same  geological  con- 
struction would  be  found  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and,  time  not  per- 
mitting the  usual  examinations  by  sinking  shafts,  it  was  considered  in  the 
estimate  as  stratified  lime-rock.  Examinations  were  made  during  the 
summer  and  autumn  of  1837,  which  show  that  no  regular  rock  formation 
exists  on  this  part  of  the  line,  until  we  reach  the  south  side  of  the  Saga- 
naskee  valley.  The  excavation  will  consist  chiefly  of  clay  and  gravel,  a 
small  portion  of  detached  rock,  with  an  occasional  vein  of  sand — the 
strata  varying  frequently  in  compactness  and  relative  position. 

That  part  of  the  line  opposite  to  the  Saganaskee  valley  was  examined 
with  reference  to  adopting  the  present  channel,  and  changing  the  river  to 
what  appears  to  have  been  its  former  channel  on  the  west  side  of  a  penin- 
sular island.  These  examinations  were  made  at  a  high  stage  of  water, 
which  rendered  it  difficult  to  make  them  with  the  desirable  precision.  The 
data  presented,  however,  were  considered  sufficient  to  determine  the  loca- 
tion by  avoiding  the  river,  yet  approaching  it  somewhat  nearer  than  the 
original  line,  and  improving  its  general  direction.  Upon  this  location  and 
some  slight  changes  in  the  line  above,  this  division,  together  with  all  the 
sections  upon  the  Summit  Division  not  then  under  contract,  was  offered 
for  letting  in  November,  1837.  The  principal  part  of  the  sections  were 
awarded ;  but,  in  consequence  of  their  not  being  commenced  within  the 
prescribed  time,  several  were  declared  abandoned,  and  some  of  them  sub- 
sequently relet  at  the  engineer's  estimate. 

The  winter  of  1837-8  afforded  a  favorable  opportunity  for  making  a 
more  critical  estimate  of  the  river  opposite  to  the  Saganaskee  valley.  Its 
bed  in  many  places  was  found  to  be  from  six  to  eighteen  inches  below  the 
bottom  of  the  canal  and  of  the  necessary  width ;  but  its  meanders  pre- 
cluded the  possibility  of  obtaining  a  symmetrical  line  "which  would  embrace 
the  full  benefit  of  the  channel  for  any  considerable  distance.  The  margin 
of  the  channel  was  particularly  examined,  and  found  to  consist  entirely  of 
a  vegetable  deposite  from  twelve  to  sixteen  feet  deep,  and  approaching 
so  near  a  fluid  state  that  two  men  could  with  ease  force  a  sounding  rod 
through  it  to  that  depth. 

For  the  purpose  of  making  a  just  comparison,  that  part  of  the  line,  lo- 
cated in  November,  which  passes  across  the  bayou  or  expansion  of  the 
river  and  along  its  margin,  was  also  examined  with  much  care.  Upon 
these  examinations  the  following  comparative  estimates  were  prepared: 

Line   located   in  Nov.,  length  127.08  chains,  esti- 
mate -  -  -  -  -  $452,815  00 

Line  through  river,  length  126  chains,  estimate       -  324,204  00 


Showing  a  difference  in  favor  of  the  river  line,  of  -  $128,611  00 


Upon  these  estimates  and  an  examination  of  the  ground,  the  commis- 
sioners adopted  a  line  passing  through  the  river  varying  slightly  from  that 
upon  which  the  examinations  were  made.  This  plan  involved  a  change 
in  the  line  above  this  point,  much  improving  its  general  direction — the  line 
being  now  direct  from  the  centre  of  section  36  to  the  centre  of  section 
45,  or  3  miles  54.18  chains,  between  the  points  of  deflection.  The  change 
will  somewhat  increase  the   quantity  of  grubbing  and  excavation  on  sec- 


36 

tions  3S  and  39,  and  slightly  diminish  the  excavation  on  sections  40  and 
41";  but  the  difference  is  trifling,  compared  with  the  general  result. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  remark  that  the  item  for  forming  a  new  chan- 
nel for  the  river,  and  an  embankment  to  confine  and  direct  its  waters, 
was  based  upon  somewhat  hypothetical  data.  The  whole  surface  being 
then  covered,  with  a  heavy  mass  of  ice  rendered  it  impracticable  to  make 
a  critical  estimate.  I  have  recently  examined  the  ground  minutely,  and 
prepared  an  estimate  upon  the  plan  of  making  a  channel  200  feet  wide, 
and  an  embankment  raised  three  feet  above  the  highest  water,  at  the 
prices  for  which  the  work  is  contracted  to  be  performed. 

The  length  of  the  line  between  the  extremes  of  sections  41  and  45 
being  less  than  that  embraced  in  the  comparative  estimates  above  mention- 
ed,! have  revised  the  estimate  accordingly,  which  will  be  found  in  the  gen- 
eral tabular  statement  of  the  cost  of  the  several  sections.  In  work  of 
this  character,  it  is  difficult  to  anticipate  all  the  contingencies  that  may 
occur  in  the  course  of  construction,  and  the  most  careful  estimate  may 
be  exceeded  in  the  aggregate  cost.  The  quantity  of  earth  and  rock  exca- 
vation, as  well  as  the  prices  at  which  they  are  estimated,  is  considered 
liberal ;  it  is,  therefore,  confidently  believed  that  this  part  of  the  line  can 
be  constructed  at  a  cost  not  varying  materially  from  the  estimate. 

Between  the  Point  of  Oaks  and  the  Saganaskee  valley,  there  will  be 
required  four  receiving  reservoirs  for  the  drainage  of  the  country.  These 
will  consist  of  a  pit  formed  in  the  rear  of  the  spoil-bank,  about  thirty  feet 
square,  excavated  to  two  feet  below  top-water  line  of  canal,  with  the  sides 
and  bottom  paved,  and  communicating  with  the  canal  by  a  narrow  pas- 
sage. It  is  believed  that  these  will  receive  the  deposite  usually  carried 
into  a  canal  by  the  drainage-water — forming  bars  expensive  to  remove, 
and  frequently  proving  a  serious  embarrassment  in  the  navigation. 

The  cost  of  these,  together  with  the  grading  of  the  towing-path,  paved 
water-ways  to  receive  the  falling  water  into  the  canal  without  injury  to 
the  banks,  and  all  work  not  under  contract,  is  included  in  the  aggregate 
cost  of  the  sections. 

The  sections  not  previously  under  contract  throughout  the  Summit  Di- 
vision were  let  in  June  last.  Many  of  them  have  been  commenced,  and 
generally  they  are  believed  to  be  in  the  hands  of  efficient  men. 

The  third  sub-division, embracing  sections  45  to  (  8, inclusive,  comprises 
the  deep  rock  excavation.  Each  of  these  sections  have  been  commenced, 
and  several  of  them  excavated  to  bottom,  from  twelve  to  thirty-five  rods 
in  length.  During  the  season  of  1837,  this  part  of  the  work  progressed 
with  an  increasing  vigor  until  the  unusual  rise  of  the  river  in  December, 
which  overflowed  several  of  the  jobs  and  suspended  further  operations 
until  the  ensuing  spring.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  became  apparent 
that  it  would  be  imprudent  to  rely  upon  the  protection  which  the  contrac- 
tors might  think  proper  to  make,  though  bound,  in  self-defence,  to  make 
it  efficient.  It  was  therefore  deemed  advisable  by  the  commissioners  to 
construct  a  permanent  and  continuous  defence  against  the  waters  of  the 
river  and  the  drainage  of  the  country,  at  the  expense  of  the  State.  This 
may  now  be  considered  as  complete  from  section  49  to  60,  inclusive — the 
work  below  60  not  being  subject  to  overflow  from  the  river.  The  pro- 
tection on  sections  47  and  48  is  not  far  advanced ;  but,  from  their  relative 
position,  no  danger  can  accrue  to  the  work  below.     There  can  no  longer 
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be  any  apprehension  of  delay  or  interruption  to  the  uniform  progress  of 
the  work  from  this  cause.  The  falling  water,  and  what  filters  through 
the  fissures  of  the  rock,  is  readily  discharged  by  the  ordinary  pump 
worked  by  horse-power.  As  the  work  progresses,  however,  and  a  larger 
surface  is  io  be  drained,  a  resort  to  steam-power  will  probably  be  found 
the  best  economy,  though  not  indispensably  necessary.  Several  contrac- 
tors are  making  arrangements  to  procure  steam-engines  during  the 
winter. 

The  sickness  of  the  past  season  has  materially  checked  the  progress  of 
the  work;  and  though  the  general  health  of  the  country  is  restored,  the 
work  has  not  yet  assumed  its  former  vigor. 

About  150  men  have  recently  been  brought  from  Canada,  and  two  of 
the  contractors  are  now  absent  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  others. 
Agents  are  employed  for  this  object;  and  from  the  efforts  now  making, 
a  considerable  reinforcement  may  be  expected  in  the  course  of  the  win- 
ter. An  accession  of  at  least  3,000  men  should  be  made  to  this  division 
early  next  spring. 

The  following  amount  of  the  estimates   for  each  quarter  of  the  years 
1837-8,  will  show  the  comparative  progress  of  the  work. 
1837. 
First  quarter  ending  February  2S       -         -         $3,360  00 
Second  quarter  ending  May  31  -  35,693  57 

Third  quarter  ending  August  31  -         -         46,420  94 

Fourth  quarter  ending  November  30  -         95,062  46 

$170,536  97 


1838. 

First  quarter  ending  February  28       -         -         58,095  52 
Second  quarter  ending  May  31  -         -         96,65181 

Third  quarter  ending  August  31  -         -       231,567  13 

Fourth  quarter  ending  November  30  -       142,187  5S 

528,502  04 

When  the  amount  of  work  performed  during  the  two  past  years  is  con- 
trasted with  the  expectations  then  formed  b}r  many  of  its  friends,  some  may 
feel  disappointed;  yet  when  it  is  considered  that  the  season  of  1837  was 
unusually  wet ;  that  nearly  every  section  that  had  been  commenced  was 
overflowed  by  the  river,  and  the  work  necessarily  suspended  until  the  en- 
suing spring;  the  sickness  that  has  prevailed  through  the  past  season;  that 
the  work  is  now  generally  secure  against  the  surface  water;  and  that 
cranes  and  railroads  are  now  successfully  employed  for  removing  the  rock 
on  nearly  every  section — it  must  be  admitted  that  much  has  been  done 
under  the  circumstances,  and  that  the  work  presents  a  truly  flattering 
prospect  for  its  rapid  progress  in  future. 
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Tabular  Statement  showing  "  the  work  done,  and  the  prices  allowed  for 
Michigan  Canal,  to  November  30,  1838;  also,  the  estimated  value  of 
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- 
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- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Temple  &  Carver 

LO 

40 

30,710 

26 

- 
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- 
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Same 
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- 
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30 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 
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Same 
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60 
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Same 

20 

30 
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_ 
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_ 

_ 
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Wilder,  Rutter  &  Bursbee 

•21 

30 

19,220 

25 

28 
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_ 
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Same 

22 
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_     . 

_ 

_ 

_ 
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Taylor,  Breese  &  Co. 

23 

30 
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_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 
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Same 

■21 

30 

17,440 

26 

60 
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_ 

_ 
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25 

30 
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25 
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_ 

_ 
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Same 

26 

30 
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26 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 
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21 

30 
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23 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

•>* 

30 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 
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•21) 

29 

1,360 

22 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Harney  &,  Flockhart 

.'in 

30 

6,260 

27 

16 

100 

_ 

_ 

_ 

E.  W.  Minor 

31 
32 
33 

31 
30 
30 

9,610 

26 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Yarwood  &  Richardson 

280 

29 

I 

—4 
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34 

30 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Beach,  Rood  &  Myers 

35 

30 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Irwin,  Kittering  &  Co. 

36 

30 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Beach,  Rood  &  Myers 

.37 

30 

6,280 

30 

- 

_ 

2,000 

30 

730 

Same 

38 

33 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Irwin,  Kittering  &  Co. 

39 

30 

5,270 

32 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Same 

in 

30 

2,640 

32 

- 

_ 

2,300   ' 

35 

_ 

41 
42 

43 
44 

24 

6,370 

30 

- 

- 

780 

25 

- 

Kennedy  &  Bracken*              1 

118 

|- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

( 
Alton  &  Pestana 

45 

30 

5,398 

20 

9,972 

123 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Smith,  Granger  &  Co. 

46 

30 

5,498 

26 

10,495 

127 

_ 

_ 

- 

William  Avery 

47 

30 

6,180 

28 

- 

- 

- 

'- 

- 

Same 

48   30 

4,968 

28 

15,351 

128 

- 

- 

- 

*  Through  river.    For  embankment  and  forming  a  new  channel  for  the  river. 
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the  various  kinds  of  work"  on  the  Summit  Division  of  the  Illinois  and 
work  not  under  contract,  and  the  cost  of  each  section,  at  contract  prices. 
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$12,898  39 

$16,414  14 

Tow  path  bridge 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-     14,289  47 

1,500  00 

27,277  66 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-      5,372  40 

1,500  00 

37,310  60 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.      7,924  50 

1,000  00 

36,067  90 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-      2,939  70 

1,000  00 

37,339  00 

_ 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

. 

- 

-      6,347  00 

1,000  00 

43,231  84 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

'    - 

- 

-     12,048  47 

1,000  00 

45,741  45 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

. 

- 

-       6,262  50 

1,000  00 

43,474  46 

_ 

— 

_ 

- 

- 

. 

- 

.     11,232  82 

1,000  00 

52,400  75 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-      6,772  50 

1,000  00 

51,530  90 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-      7,991  50 

1,000  00 

49,251  75 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.      7,036  25 

1,000  00 

46,041  50 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-      4,445  00 

1,500  00 

40,680  05 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-      8,431  75 

1,000  00 

41,242  35 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-      9,778  00 

1,500  00 

38,734  00 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-    20,099  50 

1,000  00 

44,488  75 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-      7,540  80 

5,078  67 

38,713  87 

Road  bridge. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-      6,262  90 

750  00 

29,419  30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

. 

750  00 

32,706  85 

- 

- 

— 

. 

- 

. 

- 

.      6,372  00 

900  00 

36,916  35 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.      2,362  50 

900  00 

35,438  10 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

.      4,833  00 

900  00 

41,122  85 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

. 

900  00 

45,017  30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

t  535  98 

- 

-      8,045  58 

800  00 

34,040  30 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

. 

- 

.      4,630  00 

2,150  00 

32,491  26 

Reservoir. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

.      7,005  00 

1,200  00 

40,002  00 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

416  00 

750  00 

33,399  50 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

.       1,814  70 

2,450  00 

32,221  00 

Reservoir. 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

36,244  40 

36,244  40 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

298  32 

900  00 

26,349  16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-       1,689  60 

2,150  00 

35,120  44 

Reservoir. 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

-      2,498  60 

900  00 

35,119  28 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

975  00 

- 

975  00 

40,636  80 

41,611  80 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,350  00 

- 

.       1,431  20 

900  00 

39,866  92 

— 

- 

- 

. 

- 

2,200  00 

- 

-       1,200  00 

800  00 

42,075  40 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

600  00 

- 

600  00 

2,150  00 

37,375  20 

Reservoir. 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

. 

- 

_ 

750  00 

36,608  00 

25 

- 

- 

500 

15 

550  00 

- 

.       3,291  50 

1,000  00 

43,527  00 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

250  00 

- 

250  00 

1,200  00 

62,015  00 

_ 

- 

- 

. 

- 

1,400  00 

- 

-       3,086  40 

1,000  oc 

50,294  40 

_ 

- 

- 

400 

15 

350  00 

- 

-      2,059  80 

800  0C 

38,779  86 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

" 

-      2,106  00 

700  0( 

32,779  25 

(Bridge       over 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

- 

234,191  1" 

320,443  67 

<     river  and 
r     canal. 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

- 

-     13,287  84 

600  0< 

)  120,451  24 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-     14,765  57 

600  0 

)  113,969  6C 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-       1,730  0C 

600  0 

J  108,554  0: 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-     21,040  64 

600  00  103,487  66 

t  Road  bridge  across  slough. 
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J.  &  S.  Clifford 

1!) 

30 

5,695 

27£ 

5,757 

137 

180 

20 

_ 

John  Rogers 

50 

30 

17,680 

26 

23,379 

141 

564 

22 

- 

Hugunin  &,  Brown 

53 

30 

13,818 

35 

34,442 

155 

1,114 

55 

_ 

Same 

52 

30 

14,560 

30 

4,534 

152 

788 

60 

_ 

Roberts  &  Roberts 

53 

30 

4,233 

28 

19,790 

120 

370 

29 

- 

James  Brooks 

54 

30 

4,292 

35 

14,870 

157 

137 

40 

- 

Same 

55 

30 

4,449 

36 

3,240 

151 

- 

- 

- 

Stewarts,  Sanger  &  Wallace 

51, 

30 

3,975 

23 

18,100 

169 

212 

16 

- 

Same 

57 

30 

3,890 

24 

19.500 

170 

157 

16 

_ 

Pruyne,  Negus  &  Rogers 

5b 

33 

3,010 

33 

28,880 

143 

- 

- 

- 

Same 

59 

27 

3,810 

31 

2,652 

135 

- 

— 

Hardy  &,  Williams 

GO 

30 

3,977 

25 

26,870 

125 

_ 

_ 

- 

Stevens,  Douglass  &  Norton 

61 

30 

7,955 

18 

23,240 

114 

_ 

_ 

- 

John  Lonirgan 

63 

30 

4,021 

34 

9,580 

105 

_ 

_ 

- 

Same 

63 

30 

4,500 

37 

10,625 

110 

_ 

_ 

- 

John  V.  Singer 

t;i 

36 

5,477 

16 

30,996 

103 

401 

14 

- 

Pettibone  &  Root 

65 

39 

7,563 

21 

2,806 

100 

237 

15 

_ 

Same 

66 

60 

13,197 

21 

4,130 

97 

1,442 

20 

11,220 

Wm.  B.  &  E.  Newton 

G7 

45 

17,350 

16 

5,150 

80 

<    3,239  E 
\       414  R 

21) 
125J 

3,964 

Same 

68 

63 

5,580 

18 

8,800 

80 

- 

South  branch  &  Summit  ditch 

_ 

_ 

28,593 

21* 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Sag  and  Big  run  ditch 

- 

- 

20,020 

20 

20,873 

67 

- 

- 

2,984 

Protection  on  rock  work 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Basin  at  forks  of  Chicago  river 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Amount  of  work  performed    - 
Amount  of  work  not  under  contract 
Length   thirty-four   miles   thirty-one   chains.      Aggregate  cost 


Notk. — Fractions  omitted  in   print. 
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_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

$9,502  17 

$600  00 

$111,730  52 

■% 

_ 

. 

190  00 

_ 

- 

37,990  79 

1,100  00 

113,311  23 

_ 

. 

_ 

200  00 

- 

- 

59,636  20 

1,200  00 

117,458  76 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

- 

11,769  70 

1,100  00 

102,171  32 

. 

_ 

. 

_ 

. 

. 

- 

25,036  54 

500  00 

83,241  06 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

24,985  15 

500  00 

91,303  07 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

. 

. 

_ 

- 

6,570  33 

800  00 

83,673  05 

_ 

. 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

■ 

- 

31,561  05 

600  00 

94,383  29 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

- 

34,282  90 

600  00 

91,654  12 

. 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

. 

- 

42,458  38 

600  00 

93,039  93 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

4,775  83 

800  00 

67,751  72 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

34,646  25 

600  00 

75,809  28 

. 

_ 

. 

_ 

. 

. 

- 

28,096  70 

600  00 

71,481  34 

. 

_ 

_ 

. 

. 

_ 

- 

11,536  42 

700  00 

64,190  59 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

13,393  75 

700  00 

69,003  16 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

. 

_ 

. 

33,183  83 

1,267  69 

68,209  59 

Stop  gate. 

. 

. 

_ 

. 

_ 

- 

4,439  55 

. 

36,058  50 

30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45  00 

2,080 

50 

11,567  75 

4,821  20 

42,583  40 

Waterway500 
feet  long. 

28 

400 

45 

400 

15 

. 

1,700 

50 

9,923  45 

1,717  00 

25,027  00 

Wood  culvert. 

- 

930 

40 

930 

15 

1,440 

31 

9,002  30 

83,968  15 

125,132  63 

Hydraulic  ba- 
sin and  bridge, 

_ 

. 

_ 

. 

. 

. 

_ 

. 

6,135  67 

- 

6,135  67 

19 

. 

_ 

. 

_ 

72  00 

458 

40 

19,024  15 

- 

19,024  15 

_ 

_ 

_ 

14,532 

90 

_ 

22,556 

45 

23,853  70 

- 

28,429  00 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

43,500  00 

43,500  00 

. 

. 

. 

_ 

747,813  02 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

520,423  47 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 

4,131,690  97 

In  presenting  the  above  estimates,  I  would  observe  that  throughout  the 
earth  excavation,  where  the  work  has  been  laid  out,  the  quantity  is  cor- 
rectly calculated,  and,  if  completed  at  present  contract  prices,  shows  the 
cost  of  the  work.  Wherever  the  work  has  not  been  laid  out,  the  estimate 
of  quantities  has  been  made  liberal,  being  desirous  rather  to  exceed  than 
underrate  the  cost.  From  section  16  to  44,  inclusive,  from  one  to  two 
thousand  cubic  yards  of  detached  rock  per  section  has  been  estimated.  The 
variation  of  this  item  will  slightly  vary  the  cost  of  the  section. 

Observation  and  developments  of  the  general  character  of  the  work 
during  its  progress,  thus  far,  confirm  the  opinion  that  the  contract  prices 
are  adequate  to  the  construction  of  the  work. 

On  the  rock  cutting,  it  will  be  observed  that  in  some  cases  considerable 
discrepancy  exists  between  the  present  and  the  original  estimates.  This 
arises  in  some  cases  from  a  misconception  of  the  relative  quantity  of  earth 
and  rock  at  the  time  of  making  the  first  estimate.  This  cannot  be  cor- 
rectly ascertained  until  the  superincumbent  earth  is  removed  and  the  sur- 
face of  the  rock  fairly  exposed.  On  many  of  the  sections  this  has  been 
done,  and  the  quantities  carefully  estimated;  on  others,  such  data  has 
been  obtained,  by  a  partial  removal  of  the  earth,  as  to  render  the  present 
estimates  a  very  close  approximation  to  the  true  amount.  Some  of  the 
sections  have  been  let  at  prices  higher  than  the  first  estimate,  and  some 
relinquished  and  subsequently  let  above  the  first  prices.  The  most  strik- 
ing difference  exists  in  sections  66,  67  and  68.  This  is  in  consequence  of 
a  change  from  the  original  plan  of  construction.  It  was  at  first  designed 
to  form  only  a  single  bank  for  the  towing-path,  and  suffer  the  water  to 
expand  over  the  low  ground  on  the  opposite  side,  which  at  present  is  ren- 
dered a  marsh  by  the  overflow  of  Big  run.  By  the  present  plan,  the  ca- 
nal is  to  be  confined  within  regular  banks  faced  with  rock  taken  from  the 
excavation ;  and  the  waters  of  Big  run  confined  by  a  guard-bank  extend- 
ing from  the  bluffs  to  the  head  of  section  66,  where,  in  connection  with  the 
surplus  water  of  the  canal,  and  the  accumulated  drainage  of  the  country 
from  section  46  to  this  point,  it  is  received  into  the  canal  and  discharged 
directly  opposite  by  a  sluice  or  water-way  500  feet  in  length. 

This  arrangement  adds  much  to  the  permanence  and  symmetry  of  the 
canal,  and  reclaims  about  300  acres  of  valuable  land,  200  of  which  belong 
to  the  State. 

The  structures  embraced  in  the  estimate  consist  of  a  towing-path  bridge 
over  the  south  branch  of  the  Chicago  river — three  road  bridges  over  the 
canal — a  bridge  over  the  Des  Plaines  river  at  the  Sag — a  stop  gate  on 
section  74 — a  water-way  and  tow-path  bridge  on  section  66 — a  wooden 
culvert  on  section  67,  and  the  hydraulic  basin  on  section  68. 

Believing  that  it  will  frequently  be  found  advantageous  to  the  commerce 
of  the  country,  for  the  lake  vessels  to  navigate  the  canal  as  far  as  Lock- 
port,  turning  or  pivot  bridges  have  been  estimated. 

The  formation  of  a  basin  at  the  forks  of  the  Chicago  river  being  consid- 
ered as  part  of  the  general  plan  of  the  canal,  is  also  embraced  in  the  pres- 
ent estimate. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  B.  TALCOTT, 

Resident  Engineer. 
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C. 
To  William  Gooding,  Esq., 

Engineer  in  Chief  on  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal. 
Sir:  In  pursuance  of  your  directions,  I  proceeded  with  my  party,  ear- 
last  spring,  to  revise,  locate,  and  prepare  for  letting,  that  portion  of 
;he  Middle  Division  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  embraced  between 
Lockport  and  Dresden,  a  distance  of  twentv-one  miles— sub-divided  into 
forty  sections,  of  forty-two  chains  each.  From  Lockport  to  Juliet,  a  dis- 
tance of  three  miles  and  sixty-six  chains,  the  line  is  entirely  changed  from 
the  original  survey.  At  the  beginning  of  this  division,  is  located  lock  num- 
ber 1,  often  feet  lift,  with  a  guard  of  two  and  a  half  feet,  to  meet  the  con- 
tingency arising  from  the  fluctuation  of  lake  Michigan.  One  mile  below, 
Is  located  lock  number  2,  of  ten  feet  lift;  and  about  one  mile  and  a  half 
above  Juliet,  locks  number  3  and  4,  often  feet  lift  each.  For  three-fourths 
k  a  mile  above,  and  nearly  through  Juliet,  the  canal  occupies  the  bed  of 
rthe  Des  Plaines  river,  and  is  of  increased  width.  The  banks  for  this  dis- 
tance are  to  be  raised  some  feet  above  the  ordinary  height,  and  to  be  pro- 
tected from  the  wash  of  the  floods  by  substantial  walls  on  the  inner  sides. 
The  river  is  to  be  raised  to  the  requisite  height  by  two  stone  dams  at 
Juliet.  With  the  upper  dam  is  connected  lock  number  5,  of  ten  feet  lift, 
with  a  guard  of  four  feet,  making  a  valuable  water-power  on  canal  land. 
With  the  lower  dam  is  connected  a  guard-lock;  at  which  point  the  canal 
leaves  the  river. 

Owing  to  the  great  height  of  the  spring  floods,  it  became  apparent  that 
the  line  from  Juliet  to  and  over  the  Du  Page  river  would  be  benefitted  by 
being  located  on  a  higher  level  than  the  former,  of  some  five  or  six  feet. 
This  location  varies  the  line  some  considerably  from  the  original,  although, 
taking  the  whole  distance,  the  cost'of  construction  is  not  materially  chang- 
ed; and  it  is  believed  that  a  better  location  has  been  obtained.  By  this 
means  the  Du  Page  river  is  passed  by  an  aqueduct  sufficiently  elevated 
above  the  highest  floods  to  secure  its  permanency. 

About  three  miles  above  the  aqueduct,  the  Du  Page  is  to  be  received 
into  the  canal  by  a  side  cut  of  twenty  chains  in  length,  connected  with  a 
dam  across  said  river.  There  is  to  be  a  guard-bank  extending  from  the 
dam  up  the  east  side  of  the  river  twenty-six  chains.  This  bank  is  deem- 
ed necessary  to  prevent  serious  injury,  which  would  otherwise  accrue  to 
the  canal  at  this  point,  from  the  high  floods.  Immediately  below  the  aque- 
duct, are  located  locks  number  6  and  7,  with  an  aggregate  lift  of  fifteen 
and  a  half  feet.  From  thence  to  Dresden,  a  distance  of  five  miles,  the 
line  occupies  nearly  the  ground  of  the  original  location.  The  greater 
portion  of  this  distance,  the  canal  passes  at  the  foot  of  the  Kankakee 
bluffs;  some  part  of  the  way  in  the  edge  of  the  Des  Plaines  and  Illinois 
rivers — the  towing-path  bank  to  be  protected  from  the  great  floods  and 
extensive  ice  jams  formed  by  the  uniting  of  the  waters  of  the  Des  Plaines 
and  Kankakee  rivers,  by  a  strong  wall  on  the  river  side. 

Especial  reference  was  had,  in  locating  the  above  twenty-one  miles  of 
canal,  in  such  manner  as  would  best  afford  those  wishing  to  make  an  ex- 
amination of  the  work,  every  facility  to  do  so  with  accuracy;  the  nature 
of  the  excavation  being  expressed  by  shafts  sunk  at  suitable  distances-— a 
large  stake  properly  registered  planted  at  the  beginning  of  each  section, 
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with  intermediate  stakes  once  in  sixty-six  feet,  with  the  corespondim 
levels  recorded  on  the  same. 

The  plans,  maps,  and  profiles,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost  oli 
the  above  work,  were  prepared  and  submitted  prior  to  the  letting  on  the 
fifth  ot  June  last;  at  which  time  this  portion  of  the  canal  was  put  undei 
contract.  The  work  generally  was  commenced  as  per  requirement,  andi 
prosecuted  the  brief  time  intervening  between  that  period  and  the  be- 
ginning of  the  excessive  sickness  which  prevailed  through  this  section  oi 
the  country,  during  several  months  of  the  past  season — with  very  consid- 
erable vigor,  giving  flattering  hopes  that  this  portion  of  the  work  would 
be  completed  in  the  time  specified. 

From  the  first  of  August  to  about  the  first  of  November,  the  severity 
of  the  sickness  caused  an  almost  entire  cessation  of  the  progress  of  the 
work,  notwithstanding  most  of  the  contractors  were  endeavoring  to  ad- 
vance it  as  fast  as  circumstances  would  admit.  In  a  few  instances  con- 
tracts have  been  abandoned  and  relet;  but  at  present  there  seems  to  be 
generally,  among  the  contractors,  a  disposition  manifested  to  make  all 
suitable  progress  with  the  work.  Some  sections  are  already  nearly  com- 
pleted, as  a  reference  to  the  tabular  statement  will  show.  The  number  of 
men  employed  upon  this  division  of  the  canal,  on  the  first  of  September 
last,  was  145,  and  the  work  done  was  $48,468  42.  The  number  of  men 
employed  on  the  30th  November,  is  607,  and  the  amount  of  work  done, 
is  $37,857  25;  making  the  total  amount  of  work  now  done  on  this  divis- 
ion, to  be  $86,325  67. 

The  remainder  of  this  Division,  a  distance  of  about  seventeen  miles, 
has  not  been  resurveyed;  but  a  tabular  statement  of  your  former  report, 
showing  the  cost  of  construction  of  that  portion  of  the  canal,  is  annexed. 

The  annexed  tabular  statement  is  designed  more  fully  to  show  the 
amount  of  the  different  denominations  of  work  done,  the  amount  of  work 
to  be  done,  and  the  total  amount  when  done. 


46 


Tabular  Statement  showing  the  work  done,  and  (he  prices  allowed  for  the 
gan  Canal,  from  section  number  69  to  section  108,  inclusive,  to  the 
work  not  under  contract  on   each  section;  and   the  total  amount  when 
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George  Barnett    -        -        - 

69 

3,333.45 

18 

3,048.75 

95 

213.41 

30 

- 

Same          - 

70 

22,697.40 

35 

1,299.34 

90 

6,932.90 

30 

- 

Same          - 

71 

10,592.13 

25,16 

5.379.92 

74,98 

1,376.24 

30 

- 

Same          - 

72 

15,766.04 

27 

'883,08 

90 

3,530.82 

40 

- 

Charles  Kerr        ... 

73 

2,567.66 

23 

274.56 

60 

127.64 

50 

- 

Sterling  &  Blanchard   - 

74 

943.36 

18 

1,532.76 

80 

- 

- 

- 

Same 

75 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

James  Ryon  &  Co. 

76 

2,996.99 

37 

5,313.51 

110.4 

126.60 

40 

- 

Steel  &  Amer       - 

77 

73.26 

15 

792.04 

68 

- 

- 

766.96 

Mattison  &  Ryon 

78 

85.58 

20 

640.65 

75 

. 

- 

- 

N.  &,  S.  S.  Davis 

79 

836.38 

20 

2,623,64 

70 

1,639.15 

■J0 

3,458.77 

Samuel  R.  Bradley 

80 

1,860.32 

20 

. 

. 

6,638.48 

•jo 

- 

Hugh  McLaughlan 

81 

1,444.76 

22 

- 

- 

660.44 

2fe 

- 

Jeremiah  Crotty   - 

82 

7,638.68 

22 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Same          - 

83 

4,126.74 

27 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

A.  P.  McDonald  - 

84 

1,431.92 

20 

- 

_ 

87.22 

07 

. 

Her.drix  &  Rush  - 

85 

- 

. 

_ 

. 

_ 

- 

. 

Same           ... 

86 

264.00 

20 

_ 

- 

3,653.30 

•JO 

. 

Same           - 

87 

1,059.30 

25 

985.70 

50 

3,709.77 

J  J 

- 

Richard  Morris    - 

88 

435.02 

15 

676.96 

72 

- 

- 

_ 

Gay,  Manning  &.  Co.  - 

89 

2,566.21 

23 

. 

- 

2,521.38 

25 

- 

Same          - 

90 

12,735.00 

25 

. 

- 

1,025.00 

35 

- 

Lot  Whitcomb     - 

91 

3,901.50 

15 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

. 

William  A.  Chatfield     - 

92 

7,341.00 

20 

. 

_ 

270.60 

25 

. 

L.  Whitcomb  (Du  Page  feeder) 

- 

3,357.17 

25 

- 

- 

8,224.41 

25 

- 

Benjamin  M.  Webber  - 

93 

2,702.00 

18 

_ 

- 

534.90 

20 

- 

John  Hassock       - 

94 

261.36 

15 

. 

. 

. 

- 

. 

Same          ... 

95 

10,386.20 

15 

- 

- 

5,936.56 

18 

- 

Hendrix  &  Rush  - 

66 

8,599.20 

26 

. 

- 

2,519.00 

30 

- 

Same           - 

97 

816.17 

26 

. 

- 

_ 

- 

. 

Sherburn  and  Gobin     - 

98 

670.00 

23 

. 

. 

2,532.31 

23 

_ 

Obed  Smith 

99 

2,958.40 

20 

_ 

. 

242.20 

25 

. 

Sherburn  &  Gobin 

100 

_ 

. 

. 

. 

. 

- 

. 

Caldwell  &  Milligan    - 
James  Drummond 

101 

781.02 

20 

. 

. 

600.80 

25 

. 

102 

123.30 

18 

. 

. 

_ 

- 

. 

H.  D.  Risley 

103 

1,557.60 

18 

- 

- 

. 

- 

- 

Clifford  &  Stewart 

104 

414.92 

24 

_ 

_ 

_ 

- 

. 

Crawford,  Harvey  &  Harvey 

105 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Same          - 

106 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

_ 

Same           - 

107 

_ 

. 

. 

_ 

. 

- 

. 

Same          -        - 

108 

4,510.13 

17 

3,702.80 

23 

a  Lock  number  1,  twelve  and  a  half  feet  lift. 

b  Lock  number  2,  10    feet  lift. 

c  Lock  number  3,  ten  feet  lift. 

d  Towing-path  bridge  over  the  Des  Plaines. 

e  Lock  number  5,  ten  feet  lift,  with  a  guard  and  dam  across  the  Des  Plaines. 

/  Guard-lock  number  1,  and  dam  number  2;  towing-path  bridge  over  canal. 

g  Road  bridge  over  canal. 
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various  kinds  of  work  on  the  Middle  Division  of  the  Illinois  and  Michi- 
30th  November,  1838;  the  amount  of  work  to  be  done;  the  amount  of 
completed. 
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cents. 

cents. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

$3,560  35 

$47,335  99 

$6,806  25 

a  $57,702  59 

- 

4,056.18 

118.4 

475  00 

. 

- 

16,470  86 

2,134  00 

4,226  75 

22,831  61 

. 

- 

- 

- 

493.39 

226.65 

8,230  35 

37,154  17 

2,771  00 

6  48,155  52 

. 

1,914.79 

109.04 

- 

. 

- 

8,551  77 

6,997  58 

- 

15,549  35 

- 

72.82 

47 

360  00 

_ 

- 

1,214  34 

91,025  51 

3,900  00 

c  96,139  85 

. 

81.40 

75 

400  00 

_ 

- 

1,857  06 

29,757  04 

800  00 

d  32,214  10 

. 

- 

. 

_ 

. 

- 

- 

39,977  85 

. 

39,977  85 

. 

301.66 

75 

7  00 

625.15 

420.6 

9,898  46 

82,419  40 

1,950  00 

e  94,267  86 

42 

- 

- 

. 

. 

. 

871  70 

46,928  85 

2,950  00 

/  50,750  55 

. 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

- 

497  61 

24,936  44 

- 

25,434  05 

3:3 

802.50 

75 

8  00 

. 

. 

4,376  24 

17,331  76 

. 

21,708  00 

. 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

1,706  34 

4,120  86 

1,670  00 

«■  7,497  20 

_ 

- 

- 

. 

. 

- 

502  77 

13,113  09 

. 

^  13,615  86 

. 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

1,691  5] 

10,031  86 

- 

11,723  37 

. 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

1,114  22 

8,567  48 

- 

9,681  70 

. 

- 

- 

- 

. 

309  93 

5,737  07 

_ 

6,047  00 

. 

- 

- 

-   - 

. 

- 

- 

7,301  60 

1,125  00 

h   8,426  60 

. 

- 

- 

. 

. 

. 

783  46 

5,364  24 

. 

6,147  70 

, 

- 

- 

25  00 

_ 

. 

1,598  81 

7,379  79 

- 

8,978  60 

. 

- 

- 

200  00 

. 

. 

752  66 

5,192  95 

3,194  20 

i    9,139  81 

. 

. 

. 

10  00 

. 

- 

1,230  57 

9,005  91 

. 

10,236  48 

_ 

- 

- 

. 

. 

. 

3,440  00 

2,061  00 

- 

5,501  00 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

. 

. 

585  22 

2,875  20 

- 

3,460  42 

. 

. 

- 

100  00 

. 

. 

1,635  85 

5,169  95 

900  00 

k   7,705  80 

. 

- 

- 

_ 

. 

_ 

3,045  39 

1,202  88 

2,500  00 

I    6,748  27 

. 

. 

- 

10  00 

. 

- 

603  34 

8,982  24 

- 

9,585  58 

_ 

- 

. 

30  00 

. 

. 

69  20 

1.472  47 

. 

1,541  67 

. 

- 

- 

130  00 

. 

. 

2,756  51 

'923  48 

- 

3,679  99 

. 

- 

. 

100  00 

. 

. 

3,091  49 

8,170  15 

- 

11,261  64 

_ 

- 

- 

. 

_ 

, 

212  21) 

12,009  95 

2,500  00 

m  14,722  15 

_ 

- 

- 

50.75 

4.14 

958  03 

82,241  07 

5,400  00 

n  88.599  10 

_ 

- 

. 

- 

. 

_ 

652  23 

11,859  92 

- 

12^512  15 

_ 

- 

- 

. 

. 

. 

- 

4,157  00 

- 

4,157  00 

„ 

- 

. 

60  00 

. 

_ 

366  40 

5,588  65 

- 

5,955  05 

. 

. 

_ 

400  00 

. 

„ 

422  19 

37,520  17 

. 

o  37,942  36 

_ 

- 

. 

300  00 

_ 

. 

5S0  36 

37,707  60 

3,375  00 

p  41,662  96 

. 

. 

. 

2-20  00 

_ 

. 

319  58 

8,366  77 

900  00 

9,586  35 

. 

. 

_ 

. 

. 

. 

21,063  12 

- 

21,063  12 

- 

. 

. 

_ 

. 

. 

70.745  49 

966  00 

a  71,711  49 

. 

„ 

400  00 

_ 

. 

400  00 

112,400  67 

- 

112,800  67 

. 

350  00 

1,960  36 

21,287  18 

1,844  16 

r   25,099  70 

$86,325  36 

957,618  40 

47,778  36 

1,091,722  12 

h  Wood  culvert  equal  to  ten  feet  chord,  t  Dam  across  Rock  run  with  lateral  banks; 
towing-path  bridge,  k  Wood  culvert  equal  to  eight  feet  chord.  I  Dam  for  feeder  across 
Du  Page  and  guard-gates,  m  Road  bridge  over  the  canal,  n  Aqueduct  over  Du  Page 
river;  locks  number  6  and  7.  o  Wood  culverts — one  of  ten  feet, one  of  eight  feet  chord, 
and  waste-weir,  p  Wood  culvert  equal  to  eight  feet  chord,  q  Wood  culvert  equal  to 
eight  feet  chord,     r  Stone  culvert  equal  to  eight  feet  chord 
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A  tabular  statement  of  the  remainder  of  the  Middle  Division. 


a 
| 

s 

o 
6 

/ 

109 

$5,933  04 

Plain. 

110 

8,731  78 

Paved  water-way. 

111 

17,606  00 

Plain. 

112 

20,211  00 

Aqueduct  over  Aux  Sable  river — Road  bridge. 

113 

10,535  25 

Plain. 

114 

5,762  98 

Plain. 

115 

7,557  00 

Plain. 

116 

34,301  12 

Lock  No.  8—8  feet  lift. 

117 

5,318  49 

Plain. 

118 

5,171  45 

Plain. 

119 

6,215  94 

Plain. 

120 

4,957  24 

Plain. 

121 

6,902  91 

Wood  culvert,  6  feet  chord. 

122 

4,365  00 

Plain. 

123 

6,448  40 

Waste-weir. 

124 

32,671  56 

Stone  culvert,  24  feet  chord,  over  E.  branch  of 
Nettle  creek. 

125 

22,655  32 

Stone  culvert,  30  feet  chord,  over  W.  branch  of 
Nettle  creek. 

126 

4,880  40 

Plain. 

127 

.    4,495  40 

Plain. 

128 

4,133  40 

Paved  water-way. 

129 

9,357  86 

Stone  culvert,  6  feet  chord. 

130 

10,385  70 

Wood  culvert,  4  feet  chord. 

131 

8,212  04 

Plain. 

132 

4,748  04 

Plain. 

133 

5,309  06 

Wood  culvert,  12  feet  chord. 

134 

18,165  75 

Plain. 

135 

10,300  40 

Towing-path  bridge. 

136 

5,549  96 

Paved  water-way. 

137 

7,096  80 

Plain. 

138 

5,280  86 

Plain. 

303.262  15 

1,091,722  12 

Amount  brought  forward. 

$1,394,984  27 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  JEPvCME,  Resident  Engineer. 
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Ottawa,  La  Salle  Co.,  III. 

December  1,  1838. 
To  William  Gooding  Esq., 

Chief  Engineer  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  present  to 
you  the  following  report  upon  the  progress  of  the  construction  of  the 
Western  Division  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  with  such  other  in- 
formation as  you  have  desired. 

I  was  directed  to  take  the  charge  of  the  division,  as  resident  engineer, 
early  in  March,  1838.  It  was  then  generally  located,  and  all  the  work 
now  under  contract,  excepting  some  of  the  structures,  section  167,  and 
the  side  cut  or  "lateral  canal"  at  Ottawa,  had  been  let,  and  was  in  pro- 
gress of  construction. 

The  Western  Division  had  been  divided  into  three  sub-divisions,  each 
under  the  superintendence  of  an  assistant  engineer,  which,  on  account  of 
the  peculiar  character  of  the  work  developed,  and  for  convenience,  will 
be  seperately  considered. 

The  first  sub-division  was  made  to  commence  at  section  141,  or  the 
eastern  extremity  of  the  Division,  and  to  extend  to  the  Fox  river  aque- 
duct and  section  167,  at  the  crossing  of  Fox  river,  inclusive.  The  second, 
from  section  168  to  179,  one-half  mile  below  the  western  extremity  of 
Buffalo  rock.  The  Fox  river  feeder,  intended  to  supply  this  division  with 
water  from  the  foot  of  the  locks  at  or  near  Marseilles  to  the  termination 
of  the  canal  on  the  Illinois  river,  has  been  annexed  to  this  sub-division, 
as  also  the  "lateral  canal"  at  Ottawa;  and  the  third  sub-division  embra- 
ces all  that  portion  of  the  canal  from  section  ISO  to  its  termination,  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  below  the  town  site  of  La  Salle.  The  length  of 
the  main  canal  embraced  in  this  division,  29.32  miles — of  the  Fox  river 
feeder,  4.93,  exclusive  of  the  "lateral  canal"  at  Ottawa,  proposed  to  open 
a  communication  with  the  Illinois  river  at  this  place — presenting  almost 
all  the  varieties  of  work  that  can  occur  in  canal  constructions. 

Having  received  no  directions  to  locate  definitively  that  portion  of  the 
sub-division  which  lies  above  Marseilles  and  includes  the  two  lift  locks  at 
that  place,  which  location  would  not  probably  have  materially  altered  the 
original  estimates,  that  portion  of  this  division  is  carried  into  the  present 
estimate  at  the  amount  contained  in  your  report  of  1836.  The  topo- 
graphy of  the  ground  between  Marseilles  and  Ottawa  over  which  the 
canal  passes  is  level,  with,  slight  undulations,  and  was  generally  placed 
under  contract  in  the  month  of  June,  1837.  It  was  then  supposed  to 
consist  principally  of  common  earth  excavation,  and  contracted  for  at 
correspondent  prices.  Since  then,  as  the  work  has  progressed,  other  ma- 
terials have  been  met  with,  presenting  the  varieties  of  cemented  clay, 
soft  slate,  and  slate  rock,  and  other  silicious  and  argillaceous  compounds 
in  all  the  stages  of  formation  from  earth  to  rock.  These  items  have  been 
classified,  and  your  estimate  affixed  to  them,  as  material  for  which  the 
contractors  had  no  contract  price ;  and  it  is  believed  that,  unless  the  char- 
acter of  the  work  should  further  change  from  what  has  been  discovered, 
which  is  not  probable  in  its  present  advanced  stage,  they  will  prove  sum- 
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cient  for  its  completion.  This  variety  of  material  is  found  generally  to 
exist  in  strata  at  various  distances  from  the  surface  of  the  earth  com- 
mencing with  the  softer  materials  first,  until,  on  some  of  the  sections,  a 
firm  slate  or  sound  rock  is  met  with. 

The'  increased  expense  on  account  of  these  materials  will  be  found  to 
exist  principally  upon  sections  155,  159,  160,  161,  162,  163, 164,  and  165. 
This  portion  of  the  Western  Division  has  not  progressed  as  rapidly  as 
others,  owing  principally  to  the  irresponsibility  of  many  of  the  original 
contractors,  who  have  since  left  or  entirely  neglected  their  work,  enabling 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  to  place  the  work  in  better  hands.  There  is  an 
important  increase  in  the  expense  of  section  167,  which  includes  the  Fox 
river  aqueduct,  owing  principally  to  the  necessity  of  advanced  prices 
upon  the  masonry  of  that  structure.  It  was  first  let  in  November,  1S37, 
and  relet  in  June  last  at  such  prices  and  to  such  men  as  it  is  believed  are 
fully  competent  to  the  completion  of  the  masonry  of  this  important  struc- 
ture. A  wooden  superstructure  is  embraced  in  the  plan,  estimates  of 
which  are  given.  A  model  of  the  plan  will  be  presented  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  commissioners  at  an  early  day.  Upon  this  sub-division 
there  has  been  one  section  completed.  The  stone  culverts  upon  sections 
156  and  158  have  been  let,  and  were  commenced  under  favorable  auspi- 
ces. Quarries  of  a  species  of  sand  stone  were  opened  that  have  thus 
far  stood  the  test  of  very  severe  weather ;  and  some  of  this  stone,  with 
other  materials,  has  been  delivered. 

The  second  sub-division,  extending  from  Ottawa,  passes  over  the  high 
bottom  of  the  Illinois  valley  until  it  reaches  the  western  extremity  of  sec- 
tion 173,  whence  it  follows  the  general  outline  of  the  base  of  Rocky  bluffs 
to  section  176,  inclusive,  where  it  enters  a  depression  that  it  follows  to  sec- 
tion 179,  which  consists  principally  of  high  embankment  at  the  crossing 
of  the  outlet  of  said  depression,  and  is  the  termination  of  this  sub-di- 
vision. 

The  estimates  of  this  sub-division  will  be  found'to  approach  very  near 
to  yours  of  1836,  the  principal  difference  exhibiting  itself  in  those  of  sec- 
tions 172  and  175,  where,  in  consequence  of  the  convenient  distance  of 
the  quarry  from  which  stone  is  obtained  for  the  Fox  river  aqueduct,  the 
locks  embodied  with  them  have  been  let  at  lower  prices  than,  the  original 
estimates.  This  and  other  items  diminish  the  estimated  expense  of  these 
sections,  as  may  be  seen  by  reference,  to  the  accompanying  estimate  made 
from  contract  prices. 

The  Fox  river  feeder,  with  its  dam  and  guard-lock,  is  advancing  rapidly 
to  completion.  The  line  of  the  feeder  upon  which  former  estimates  were 
predicated  crossed  a  ridge  of  land  that  connected  a  promontory  or  mound 
upon  the  bank  of  the  Fox  river  with  the  main  bluffs  of  the  Fox  and  the 
Illinois  valleys.  The  adoption  of  this  line  would  have  occasioned  the  ne- 
cessity of  very  deep  cutting  through  the  ridge  into  a  difficult  material ; 
and  the  former  resident  was  directed  by  you  to  make  examinations  around 
the  mound,  following  the  bank  of  the  Fox  river;  which  examinations  re- 
sulted in  the  definitive  location  of  that  line.  This  change  has  materially 
lessened  the  former  estimates  of  the  feeder  at  the  contract  prices.  More 
rock  and  cemented  clay  have  been  found  upon  some  of  the  sections  than 
was  anticipated:  which,  together  with  the  increased  length  of  the  feeder, 
occasioned  by  a  curve  to  form  the  junction  with  the  main  canal  upon  State 
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land  to  enhance  its  value,  have  contributed  to  lessen  the  amounjt  of  the 
favorable  difference  existing  between  former  estimates  and  those  of  the 
work  as  now  located.  One  section  has  been  completed.  The  Fox  river 
dam  is  completed,  except  the  gravel  filling  required  above  it,  which  will 
be  deposited  in  the  course  of  the  next  month.  The  abutment  and  guard- 
lock  were  not  carried  much  above  the  present  surface  of  the  water.  The 
severe  sickness  that  we  have  experienced  during  the  last  season  delayed 
operations  until  it  was  too  late  in  the  season  to  lay  hydraulic  masonry.  It 
will  be  secured  from  injury  during  the  winter,  as  far  as  possible,  by  cov- 
ering it  with  the  heavy  stone  prepared  for  its  completion.  The  "lateral 
canal"  has  been  commenced  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  the  rock  uncov- 
ered, by  the  earth  excavation,  to  enable  us  to  estimate  its  probable  ex- 
pense with  aporoximate  accuracy.  The  plan  of  the  basin  to  be  attached 
to  it,  not  having  been  fully  determined  on  by  the  commissioners,  nor  the 
mode  of  applying  the  water-power  to  be  obtained  through  the  Fox  river 
feeder,  its  estimate  cannot  be  relied  on  as  very  accurate.  The  whole  es- 
timates of  this  work  are  embraced  with  those  of  the  division,  and  it  is 
connected  with  it  by  the  direction  of  the  commissioners. 

The  third  sub-divison,  extending  from  section  180  to  the  Illinois  river, 
embraces  a  great  variety  of  work.  It  is  carried  from  section  167,  upon 
the  high  bottom  of  the  Illinois  valley  near  the  bluffs,  to  section  188,  whence 
it  follows  the  outline  of  the  base  of  the  bluffs  crossing  the  Pecumsagan, 
piercing  Gamp  rock,  a  remarkable  projection  from  the  main  bluff;  thence 
to  the  crossing  of  the  Little  Vermilion,  then  through  La  Salle,  when  it 
leaves  the  bluff  and  enters  upon  the  river  bottom,  where  the  former  ca- 
nal commissioners  directed  the  construction  of  an  extensive  basin  for  the 
purpose  of  the  canal  and  river  navigation.  This  basin  is  made  to  com- 
municate with  the  river,  through  the  same  bottom  land,  by  a  steamboat 
channel.  The  change  in  the  character  of  the  work  as  it  has  progressed 
upon  this  sub-division;  the  injuries  that  it  received  during  the  extraordi- 
nary freshets  of  last  spring;  and  the  necessity  of  guarding  against  such 
an  occurrence  in  future,  by  the  construction  of  extensive  protection  walls, 
will  account  for  the  increase  upon  these  sections  of  the  Western  Division. 
For  example,  upon  sections  183,  184,  185,  186,  and  187,  rock  Avas  met 
with  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  was  anticipated.  Upon  sections  188 
and  189,  there  was  a  large  item  allowed  for  sinkage  of  bank  into  the 
marsh,  and  an  expensive  alteration  required  for  symmetry  of  line  upon 
section  190,  mainly  owing  to  the  increased  expense  of  the  Pecumsagan 
channel.  The  wash  of  the  spring  freshet  occasioned  a  deposite  in  the 
channel  as  excavated  last  year  of  near  8,000  cubic  yards,  and  produced 
the  necessity  of  constructing  a  permanent  stone  dam  at  the  upper  end  of 
this  artificial  channel,  to  prevent  such  accidents  in  future.  This  dam  is 
now  nearly  completed,  and  when  the  slope  wall  connected  with  it  shall  i 
have  been  made,  it  is  believed  the  work  will  be  secure.  Upon  section  190, 
the  increase  is  somewhat  owing  to  the  sinkage  of  the  heavy  embankment 
west  of  Camp  Rock,  and  the  necessity  of  protection  for  said  embankment. 
The  expense  that  sections  192,  193,  and  194,  will  incur,  cannot  be«closely 
estimated  at  present,  as  it  is  believed  that  the  bank  or  bluff  will  continue 
to  slide  into  the  prism;  which  slide  must  be  removed  to  retain  the  proper 
width  of  canal.  Upon  sections  196  and  197,  a  material  increase  is  ex- 
hibited, owing  to  a  modification  of  the  original  plan  made  with  the  view 
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-o  v        i!  to  the  plan  of  the  town  site  of  La  Salle,  and  to  give 

increased  tftein  room  by  an  increased  width  of  a  portion  of  the  steam- 
boat channel.  This  work  has  not  progressed  as  was  desired  by  the  com- 
missioners, and  indeed  is  far  behind  the  other  sections  of  this  division, 
when  its  expensive  character  is  considered.  Three  sections  have  been 
completed  upon  this  sub-division. 

The  number  of  men  employed  upon  this  division,  as  near  as  could  be 
ascertained  from  keeping  an  average  account  of  the  force  upon  the  work 
for  each  month,  during  the  year  1838,  is  as  follows: 

For  the  quarter  ending  1st  March,  23  teams  and  350  men. 

For  the  quarter  ending  1st  June,      35  teams  and  595  men. 

For  the  quarter  ending  1st  Sept.      55  teams  and  960  men. 

For  the  quarter  ending  1st  Dec.       39  teams  and  445  men. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  is  a  great  variation  in  the  force  exhibited, 
which,  so  far  as  refers  to  the  third  and  fourth  quarters,  is  attributable  main- 
ly to  the  severe  sickness  of  the  past  season,  which  still  confines  one  hun- 
dred at  least  to  their  shantees. 

The  migratory  character  of  the  men  employed  is  also  a  main  cause  for 
this  variation,  as  many  of  them  go  to  the  south  at  the  setting  in  of  winter, 
to  return  in  the  spring  There  is  a  great  deficiency  of  stone  cutters  and 
masons  upon  the  line.  One  hundred  and  fifty  could  find  immediate  em- 
ployment. Some  endeavors  have  been  made  by  the  men  upon  the  line 
to  raise  funds  to  build  a  hospital  for  the  sick  and  those  Avho  may  be  injur- 
ed by  accidents  at  the  quarries  and  others.  Funds  have  been  obtained  to 
a  considerable,  amount,  and  those  interested  desire  to  make  its  location 
upon  State  property  at  La  Salle,  should  the  Legislature  encourage 
them  by  giving  the  Canal  Commissioners  the  power  to  grant,  or  lease 
to  them,  land  for  this  laudable  purpose.  When  the  character  of  the  men 
it  is  intended  to  benefit  is  considered,  and  their  utility  in  the  construction 
of  public  works  upon  which  there  is  so  much  to  be  expended  in  the  vi  • 
cinity  of  the  point  they  would  select  for  this  institution,  and  the  fact  that 
they  will  incur  the  main  expense  themselves,  I  am  induced  to  believe 
that  the  Legislature  will  he  willing  to  grant  them  all  the  aid  in  their 
power. 

Upon  this  division,  you  will  have  observed  that  there  are  but  seven  sec- 
tions, or  about  three  miles  and  one-half,  completed.  It  should  be  stated, 
-.however,  that  ten  sections  more  are  so  nearly  completed  that  an  average 
expense  of  $1,000,  or  $10,000  for  the  whole,  would  complete  them.  But 
for  the  sickness  of  the  past  season  ten  miles  of  the  canal  would  have 
been  finished.  Under  all  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  men,  responsible 
contractors,  and  the  severe  sickness  that  has  visited  us,  the  work  may  be 
said  to  have  made  such  progress  as  to  insure  its  completion  in  about  two 
years,  with  adequate  funds. 

It  would  be  desirable,  however,  to  complete  it  as  far  as  Marseilles  by  the 
spring  of  1840,  that  the  portion  of  the  Western  Division  fed  by  the 
Fox  river  feeder,  and  upon  which  the  work  has  so  far  advanced  to  com- 
pletion, should  be  as  soon  as  possible  in  successful  operation. 

All  of  which  is  very  respectfully  submitted  by 
Yours,  &c. 

WARD  B.  BURNETT, 
Resident  Engineer  Western  Division  III.  and  Mich.  Canal. 
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it  to  the  plan  of  the  town  site  of  La  Salle,  and  to  give 
increased  oasu*  room  by  an  increased  width  of  a  portion  of  the  steam- 
boat channel.  This  work  has  not  progressed  as  was  desired  by  the  com- 
missioners, and  indeed  is  far  behind  the  other  sections  of  this  division, 
when  its  expensive  character  is  considered.  Three  sections  have  been 
completed  upon  this  sub-division. 

The  number  of  men  employed  upon  this  division,  as  near  as  could  be 
ascertained  from  keeping  an  average  account  of  the  force  upon  the  work 
for  each  month,  during  the  year  1838,  is  as  follows: 

For  the  quarter  ending  1st  March,  23  teams  and  350  men. 

For  the  quarter  ending  1st  June,      35  teams  and  595  men. 

For  the  quarter  ending  1st  Sept.      55  teams  and  960  men. 

For  the  quarter  ending  1st  Dec.       39  teams  and  445  men. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  is  a  great  variation  in  the  force  exhibited, 
which,  so  far  as  refers  to  the  third  and  fourth  quarters,  is  attributable  main- 
ly to  the  severe  sickness  of  the  past  season,  which  still  confines  one  hun- 
dred at  least  to  their  shantees. 

The  migratory  character  of  the  men  employed  is  also  a  main  cause  for 
this  variation,  as  many  of  them  go  to  the  south  at  the  setting  in  of  winter, 
to  return  in  the  spring  There  is  a  great  deficiency  of  stone  cutters  and 
masons  upon  the  line.  One  hundred  and  fifty  could  find  immediate  em- 
ployment. Some  endeavors  have  been  made  by  the  men  upon  the  line 
to  raise  funds  to  build  a  hospital  for  the  sick  and  those  who  may  be  injur- 
ed by  accidents  at  the  quarries  and  others.  Funds  have  been  obtained  to 
a  considerable,  amount,  and  those  interested  desire  to  make  its  location 
upon  State  property  at  La  Salle,  should  the  Legislature  encourage 
them  by  giving  the  Canal  Commissioners  the  power  to  grant,  or  lease 
to  them,  land  for  this  laudable  purpose.  When  the  character  of  the  men 
it  is  intended  to  benefit  is  considered,  and  their  utility  in  the  construction 
of  public  works  upon  which  there  is  so  much  to  be  expended  in  the  vi  • 
cinity  of  the  point  they  would  select  for  this  institution,  and  the  fact  that 
they  will  incur  the  main  expense  themselves,  I  am  induced  to  believe 
that  the  Legislature  will  he  willing  to  grant  them  all  the  aid  in  their 
power. 

Upon  this  division,  you  will  have  observed  that  there  are  but  seven  sec- 
tions, or  about  three  miles  and  one-half,  completed.  It  should  be  stated, 
^however,  that  ten  sections  more  are  so  nearly  completed  that  an  average 
expense  of  $1,000,  or  $10,000  for  the  whole,  would  complete  them.  But 
for  the  sickness  of  the  past  season  ten  miles  of  the  canal  would  have 
been  finished.  Under  all  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  men,  responsible 
contractors,  and  the  severe  sickness  that  has  visited  us,  the  work  may  be 
said  to  have  made  such  progress  as  to  insure  its  completion  in  about  two 
years,  with  adequate  funds. 

It  would  be  desirable,  however,  to  complete  it  as  far  as  Marseilles  by  the 
spring  of  1840,  that  the  portion  of  the  Western  Division  fed  by  the 
Fox  river  feeder,  and  upon  which  the  work  has  so  far  advanced  to  com- 
pletion, should  be  as  soon  as  possible  in  successful  operation. 

All  of  which  is  very  respectfully  submitted  by 
Yours,  &c. 

WARD  B.  BURNETT, 
Resident  Engineer  Western  Division  III.  and  Mich.  Canal. 
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E. 

Treasurer's  Office  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal, 

Lockport,  December  3,  1838. 
To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Commissioners 

of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  so  extended  the  limits  of  this  my  annual  report 
as  to  enable  me  to  furnish  you  with  a  statement  of  the  entire  transac- 
tions of  this  office  for  the  two  years  last  past. 

This  presentment  of  my  accounts,  although  not  required  by  law,  will, 
I  flatter  myself,  prove  more  satisfactory  to  you  and  to  all  concerned,  as  it 
will  exhibit  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  operations  of  this  office,  since 
the  date  of  the  last  report  of  my  predecessor.  In  connection  herewith., 
see  accompanying  paper,  marked  A. 

The  disbursements  of  this  office  for  the  year  ending  on  the  4th  of  De- 
cember, 1837,  amount  to  -  -  -        $346,178  95 

^Those  of  the  year  ending  on  this  inst.,  amount  to       -  \  986,355  85 

Aggregate  disbursements  since  the  last  biennial  report       $1,332,534  SO 

Of  this  sum  there  was  paid  out  for  the  use  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  for  the  year  ending  on  the  4th  De- 
cember, 1837 $49,000  00 

Ditto  for  the  year  ending  this  inst.  -  -  -  105,956  37 

Entire  payments  to  this  fund,  for  1837-8      -  -        [$154,956  37 


The  loans  authorized  by  the  acts  of  the  9th  January,  1836,  and  the 
2d  of  March,  1837,  have  been  obtained.  Of  that  authorized  by  the 
first  named  act,  $100,000  in  1836,  and  $400,000,  the  residue,  in  1837. 
The  first  item,  with  the  amount  of  the  premium  thereon,  at  five  per  cent, 
was  deposited  to  the  credit  of  the  "canal  fund,"  in  the  bank  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  on  the  first  of  July,  1837,  at  an  interest  of  four  per  cent, 
until  it  should  be,  by  order  of  the  Treasurer,  transferred  to  the  Chicago 
Branch  Bank.  The  remainder,  stated  at  $400,000  with  $20,000,  the 
amount  of  the  premium  thereon,  was  deposited  in  the  same  institution, 
to  the  credit  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  on  the  first  of  January  1838,  at  an 
interest  of  six  per  cent,  so  long  as  it  should  stand  to  this  credit — and  when 
transferred  to  the  credit  of  the  "canal  fund,"  by  the  requisitions  of  the 
Treasurer  for  sums  none  less  than  $105,000,  to  bear  an  interest  of  four 
per  cent,  until  such  sums  should  be  again  transferred,  in  sums  none  less 
than  $20,000,  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  in  the  Chicago  Branch 
Bank — when  all  interest  in  favor  of  the  "fund"  was  to  cease. 

The  second  loan  was  made  in  1838,  and  the  proceeds  thereof,  to  the 
am  ount  of  $500,000  credited  to  the  "canal  fund  account,"  on  the  20th 
of  November  ult.,  by  the  "Bank  of  the  State  of  Illinois." 

The  entire  amount  of  interest  realised  from  the  deposites  of  the  p;o- 
ceeds  of  loans,  is  $11,211  67;  which  is  the  exclusive  receipt  from  the  de- 
posites of  the  proceeds  of  the  loans,  under  the  act  of  the  9th  of  January, 
1836. 
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in  pear  then  that  the  entire  amount  of  moneys  borrowed  up  to» 

the' Resent  date,  is $1,000,000  00' 

That  the  entire  amount  of  premiums  is                    -  25,000  00* 
And  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  interest  realised  on 

loans  and  premiums  is     ~            -            -            -  11,211  67 

Aggregate  proceeds  of  loans  up  to  this  date             -  $1,036,211  67 


The  debit  side  of  the  "interest  account"  stands  thus : 

Amount  .of  interest  on  an  over  draught  of  $£0,000   -  $348  94 

Amount  of  interest  paid  on  two  advances  made  by 

the  State  Bank,  one  of  $210,000  for  September 

1st,  another  of  $140,000  for  October  1st,  both  to 

the  21st  of  November  ult.  -  -  -  4,025  00 

Amount  of  interest  due  on  $100,000  of  canal  stock, 

first  of  January,  1838      -  3,150  00 

Amount  of  interest  and  charges  subject  to  be  de- 
manded by  the  Fund  Comrnisioners  for  an  advance 
in  pavment  of  interest  due  on  $500,000  of  canal 
stocks,  1st  of  July,  1S38  -  -  -  15,300  00 

To  which  may  be  added  $3,333  33,  the  amount  of  interest  paid  in  ad- 
vance on  the  last  sale  of  canal  stocks,  so  as  to  make  them  bear  interest 
from  the  1st  of  January  next. 

The  amount  of  sales,  receipts  therefrom  in  the  forms  of  principal  and 
interest,  in  1837-8;  the  amount  of  bills  receivable  now  on  hand,  and  the 
amount  forfeited  in  1837-8,  for  default  of  payment,  is  truly  set  forth  by  the 
following  table: 


Amount  of 

Instalm'nts 

Interest 

Bills  recei 

Bills  for- 

sales. 

paid. 

paid. 

vable. 

feited. 

Sales  of  lots  in  1836;  receipts 

therefrom  in  1837 — 8,  &.c. 

1,377,113  00 

18,595  10 

46,997  49 

166,768  90 

847,470  7& 

Sales  of  lots  in  Lockport,  No- 

vember.   1837;  receipts    in 

1837—8,  &c.     - 

6,000  00 

991  50 

535  47 

5,008  50 

Sales  of  lots  in  Lockport,Junc, 

1838;  receipts,  &c.  - 

4,475  00 

447  50 

241  65 

4,027  50 

Sales  of  lots  in  Ottawa.  June, 

1838;  receipts,  &c.  - 

16,910  00 

1,691  00 

913  14 

15,219  00 

Sales  of  lots  in  La  Salle,  June, 

1838;  receipts,  &c.  - 

8,015  00 

801  50 

432  81 

7,213  50 

Miscellaneous  sales  of  wood, 

&c.  in  1S37— 8  - 

785  99 

18  00 

- 

767  99 

1,413,298  99 

22,544  60 

49,120  56 

199,005   39 

847,470  75 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  sum  of  $22,544  60  comprises  the  receipts  under 
the  head  of  "  instalments  paid."  Of  this  amount,  $6,625  was  paid 
under  the  act  of  January  9th,  1836;  the  balance,  $15,901  60,  exclusive  of 
the  receipts  from  miscellaneous  sales,  being  paid  under  the  relief  and  other 
laws  passed  subsequent  to    that  time. 
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The  amount  of  bills  forfeited  for  default  of  payment  after  October, 

1837,  is £534,255  75 

The  amount  forfeited  after  the  October  and  November 

payments  of  1838,  is  313,215  00 


Aggregate  amount  of  bills  forfeited  as  stated  above  in 

1837-8,  is  ---'-.       $847,470  75 


The  interest  account   exhibits  the  following  comparative  -receipts  and 
disbursements,  for  the  years  1837-8: 

Receipts  for  1837-8  ...  -         $60,332  23 

Disbursements  for  the  same  time         ...  22,823  94 


Balance  in  favor  of  said  account  for  the  same  time     -         $37,508  29 


$122,418  58 

$214  50 
22,823  94 

$23,038  44 

$99,380  14 

Including  the  year  1836,  said  acount  stands  thus, 

Receipts  for  the  year  1836      -  -  -  $62,086  35 

Receipts  for  the  years  1837-8  -  -  60,332  23 

Total  receipts  for  1836,-7-8   - 


Disbursements  for  1836  - 

Disbursements  for  1837-8       - 

Total  disbursements  for  1S36-7-8 

Balance  in  favor  of  said  account  for  the  same  time 


The  available  means,  at  this  time  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Treasurer, 
constitutes  the  sum  of  $70,302  70;  an  amount  inadequate,  as  it  is  thought, 
to  meet  the  monthly  payments  to  be  made  on  the  first  of  January  next, 
which  will  approximate  $100,000.  The  anticipated  receipts  from  "bills 
receivable"  now  on  hand  for  the  next  year  may  be  stated  at  $32,717. 
The  disbursements  for  the  next  two  years,  judging  from  the  enlarged  oper- 
ations contemplated,  and  the  progressive  increase  of  expenditure,  mav  be 
stated  at  the  probable  sum  of  $3,500,000. 

In  conclusion,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  recommend  to  your  consideration 
the  expediency  of  some  judicious  modification  of  the  regulations  now  in 
force  relative  to  the  canal  fund.  The  propriety  of  this  measure  has  be- 
come evident  to  all  who  have  experienced  the  operation  of  the  present 
system  of  business. 

The  law,  as  it  now  stands,  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  de- 
posite  all  moneys  raised  for  the  use  of  the  canal,  in  some  bank  or  banks 
in  the  State.  This  duty  having  been  performed  by  the  selection  of  the 
Branch  Bank  at  Chicago,  as  the  depository  of  the  canal  fund,  it  becomes 
the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  check  on  this  bank  in  payment  of  all  de- 
mands against  said  fund — the  contractors,  by  the  arrangement,  being  sub- 
jected to  the  necessity  of  periodical  journeys  from  their  respective  jobs  to 
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the  city  of  Chicago,  at  great  expense,  inconvenience,  and   loss  of  time, 
in  order  that  they  may  get  their  monthly  estimates. 

The  regulation  operates  particularly  oppressive  on  the  contractors  of 
the  Middle  and  Western  Division,  while,  in  my  opinion,  it  possesses  no 
particular  merit  to  recommend  it  to  especial  favor. 

JNO.  A.  McCLERNAND, 
Treasurer  Board  Com.  III.  and  Mich.  Canal. 
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TREASURER 


THE    ILLLINOIS    AND    MICHIGAN    CANAL, 


IN  ACCOUNT    WITH 


THE  BRANCH  BANK  AT  CHICAGO. 
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Canal  Office, 

Lockport,  Dec.  3,  1838. 
To  the  Board  of  Commissioners 

of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 

Gentlemen:  By  reference  to  former  reports,  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
one  made  the  first  of  June,  1837,  was  the  last  which  has  been  laid  before 
the  Legislature.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  business  transac- 
tions upon  the  canal  which  have  passed  this  office  since  that  date. 

Paper  number  1  contains  an  abstract  of  the  several  quarterly  accounts 
of  the  Chicago  Branch  Bank  sent  to  this  office ;  all  of  which  have  been 
duly  examined,  and  found  to  agree  with  the  Bank  account  in  the  Treasur- 
er's office,  and  the  Treasurer's  account  in  this. 

Number  2  contains  an  account  of  all  moneys  expended  under  the  or- 
der of  the  Board,  and  the  heads  under  which  the  same  have  been 
charged. 

Number  3  contains  a  list  of  sales  of  town  lots  in  the  towns  of  Lock- 
port,  Ottawa, and  La  Salle;  which  are  all  the  sales  which  have  taken  place 
during  the  time  covered  by  this  present  report,  showing  the  date  of  sales 
names  of  purchasers,  valuation  by  the  commissioners,  and  amount  sold 
for. 

Number  4  is  a  list  of  the  lettings  on  the  canal,  showing  the  dates  and 
names  of  the  contractors.  During  this  time  some  of  the  sections  have 
been  more  than  once  put  under  contract.  In  such  cases,  this  list  contains 
only  the  date  of  the  last  contract  and  the  name  of  the  last  contractor.  It 
contains  no  account  of  surety  given  by  the  contractors,  as  the  law  re- 
quiring of  the  commissioners  this  precautionary  measure  had  'been  re- 
pealed previously  to  their  lettings. 

Number  5  is  a  list  of  officers  and  agents  in  the  employment  of  the 
Board,  containing  the  names  of  persons,  the  office  or  nature  of  employ- 
ment, and  the  compensation  allowed  to  each. 

Number  6  is  a  list  of  supplies  purchased  for  the  use  of  contractors, 
showing  the  original  cost,  the  amount  distributed  to  contractors,  and  the 
value  of  the  remainder  at  cost. 

Number  7  shows  the  balances  due  from  contractors  for  advances  to 
them  in  money  and  supplies,  over  and  above  their  monthly  payments, 
together  with  the  amount  of  the  per  centum  retained  by  the  com- 
missioners out  of  the  value  of  work  already  done  by  the  same  contrac- 
tors. 

Number  8  is  an  abstract  of  my  account  as  disbursing  officer  for  the 
same  time,  beginning  with  the  balance  in  my  hands  on  the  first  of  June, 
1837,  and  showing  the  amount  of  receipts  and  disbursements  for  each 
quarter,  separately. 
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From  the  commencement  of  operations  to  the   present  time,  there  has 
been  expended  upon  the  work  the  sum  of  -  -         $1,434,838  02 


From  the  commencement  up  to  Dec.  1st  1836  -  $99,910  63 

From  December  1st  1836  to  June  1st,  1837  .  70,902  30 

From  June  1st  1S37,  to  December  3d,  1838    -  .  1,264,025  09 


$1,434,838  02 


From  this  deduct  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  disbursing 

officers       .----.  11,998  95 


Total  amount  expended  ....        $1,422,839  07 


But  a^part  of  that  sum  would  seem  rather  to  have  reference  to  provid- 
ing a  fund  for  the  work  than  constructing  the  canal. 

The  amounts  charged  under  the  heads  of  canal  towns  -         $2,218  50 
Real  estate  ;   -  -  -  -  -  3,562  98 

Land  agency  -  3,576  25 


Total        * $9,357  73 


— all  of  this  description. 

A  considerable  sum  has  also  been  expended  upon  objects  calculated  to 
enhance  the  value  of  the  canal  property,  and  to  be  in  themselves  valuable 
hereafter.     Of  this  description  are  the  sums  charged  to — 

Lokport  office  .....        $4,023  06 

Lockport  houses  .....  5,665  70 

Well  account  -  -  -  -  -  82  25 

Block  number  70  -  -  -  -  139  89 

Painting  account  .....  646  67 

Warehouse  ......  4,014  29 


Total  $14,571  86 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  MANNING, 
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No.  1. 

List  of  the  quarterly  report  of  the  Chicago  Branch  Bank,  made  sine* 
June  1st,  1837. 


Treasurer's  checks  paid  during  the  quarter 

Leaving  balance  due  the  Treasurer  - 

For  quarter  ending  March  1st,  1838. 

The  above  balance        -  -  -  $4,929  58 

Treasurer's  credits  during  the  quarter    -  158,729  47 


Treasurer's  checks  paid  daring  the  quarter 

Leaving  balance  due  the  Treasurer  - 

For  quarter  ending  June  1st,  1838. 

The  above  balance  -  -  -  22,125  07 

Credits  to  the  Treasurer  during  the  quarter     210,000  00 


Treasurer's  checks  paid  during  the  quarter 
Leaving  balance  due  the  Treasurer 


For  quarter  ending  September  1st,  1837. 

Balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  quarter                  - 
Cash  received  during  same           - 

$236,268  83 
5,994  0C 

Amount  of  Treasurer's  checks  paid  at  the  Bank  during  the 
quarter            -             -             - 

242,262  83 
103,171  25 

Leaving  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  of 

139,091  58 

For  quarter  ending  December  1st,  1837. 

The  above  balance                -            -            $139,091  58 
Cash  received    at  divers  times   during  the 

quarter                    -            -            -               35,761  73 
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For  the  quarter  ending  September  1st,  1838. 


The  above  balance 


$7,412  23 


Credits  of  the  Treasurer  during  the  quarter     462,120  96 


Treasurer's  checks  paid  during  the  quarter  380,765  96 

Protested  check            -            -            -  80,000  00 
Order  upon  Board  of  Commissioners  paid  by 

Bank             -  4S6  51 

Interest  on  loans             ...  348  94 


Leaving  balance  due  the  Treasurer  of      - 

For  quarter  ending  December  1st,  1838. 

Above  balance  -  -  -  7,$31  78 

Credits  to  the  Treasurer  during  the  quarter     292,844  94 


Treasurer's  checks  paid  during  the  quarter 


$469,533  19 


461,601  41 
7,931  78 


300,776  72 
238,065  56 

$62,711  16 


All  of  which  have  been  examined,  and  found  to  agree,  with  the  Bank 
account  as  kept  by  the  Treasurer. 

J.  MANNING,  Secretary, 
Canal  Office,  Lockport,  Dec.  3, 1838. 
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No.  2. 

Statement  of  the  amounts  expended  under  the  order  of  the  Board,  from  the 

1st  of  June,  1837,  to  the  1st  of  December,  1838. 


During  quarter  ending  Sept.  1, 1837. 
Payments  to  contractors 
Payments  for  contingencies 

During  quarter  ending  Dec.  1,  1837. 

Payments  to  contractors 
Payments  for  contingencies 

During  quarter  ending  March  1,  1838. 
Payments  to  contractors      - 
Payments  for  contingencies 

During  quarter  ending  June  1,  183S. 
Payments  to  contractors 
Payments  for  contingencies 

During  quarter  ending  Sept.  1, 1838. 
Payments  to  contractors 
Payments  for  contingencies 

During  quarter  ending  Dec.  1, 1838. 
Payments  to  contractors 
Payments  for  contingencies 


$93,352  26 
10,114  67 


147,024  39 
17,909  36 


114,115  95 

8,850  43 


159,546  49 
20,834  31 


344,773  66 

15,962  20 


228,623  13 
16,905  16 


Total  paid  to  contractors 

_ 

1,087,435  88 

Total  paid  for  contingencies 

s  ha 

90,576  13 

The  amount  paid  for  contingencie 

s  been  subdivi- 

ded  and  charged  under  the  following 

heads,  to  wit : 

Postage  account     - 

. 

$54  17 

Canal  office 

. 

3,960  25 

Engineering 

- 

46,729  96 

Land  agency 

- 

3,438  25 

Incidentals 

- 

16,584  92 

Treasurer's  office   - 

. 

523  14 

Lockport  office 

- 

4,023  66 

Lockport  houses 

- 

5,655  70 

Illinois   and  Indiana   canal 

- 

1,150  00 

Well  account 

. 

82  25 

Real  estate 

- 

3,563  98 

Block  number  70    - 

- 

139  S9 

"Warehouse 

- 

4,014  29 

Painting  account     - 

- 

646  67 

$103,466  93  ', 

163,933  75 

122,966  38 

180,380  80 

360,735  S6   < 

245,528  29 

1,178,012  01 

90,576  13 
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No.  2 — Continued. 


The  amount  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary,  the  dis- 
burser  of  the  contingent  fund,  on  the  1st  of  June, 
1837  ....  3,228  01 

Amount  drawn  from  the  Treasurer  since 

that  time    ....      1,260,797  08 


Construction  account. 


On  Summit  Division 
On  Middle  Division 
On  Western  Division 


612,587  28 

73,662  11 

401,186  49 


Contingent  account 

Contractors'  balances 

Balances  of  supplies  account  - 

J.  Manning,  Secretary,  balance 

Balances  of  other  disbursing  officers'  accounts 


$1,264,025  09 


1,087,435  89 

90,576  13 

37,049  67 

36,917  74 

7,336  59 

4,662  36 

$1,263,978  37 


Canal  Office,  Lockport,  Dec.  3,  1838. 


J.  MANNING,  Secretary. 
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List  of  lots  sold  in  the  towns  of  Lockport,  Ottawa,  and  La  Salle,  since 
the  first  day  of  June,  1837. 


Date. 


1837. 
Nov.     22 


Names  of  purchasers. 


1838. 
June 


1838. 
June      19 


Lots  sold  in  Lockport. 

Lawrence   O'Connar 

John  L.  Hanchett 

Chester  Ingersol] 

J.  M.  Parks 

William  Gooding 

J.  B.  Preston  - 

Edward  B.  Talcott 

Same  ... 

Hiiam  Norton       - 
Isaac  Hardy  - 

Martin  Spelman   - 
William  Williams 

John  V.  Singer     - 

A.  M.  Jenkins       --•■..- 

Chauncey  White  - 

Benjamin  Farley  - 

Aaron  Hopkins  -        -  - 

John  Gooding  - 

J.  V.  Singer  - 

Lewis  Kercheval  -        - 

Lots  sold  in  Ottawa. 

Daniel  Winlack       - 
Wm.  E.  Armstrong 
Robert  E.  Bradshaw 
Armstrong  &  Manning 
Thomas  Forbes        -        - 
Aaron  Baine    - 
Alfred  Northam      -        - 
Henry  L.  Brush       - 
John  and  George  Armour 
Michael  Ryan  -         - 

Lawson  Hoxsey  - 
A.  D.  Marlay  -        - 

Haskell  &  Kizer  - 
Basnett  &  Buchanan 
Aaron  Baine  -        - 

Hoes  Sc  Leland        -        - 
Ralph  Woodruff 
John  and  George  Armour 
William  Haskell      - 
William  E.  Armstrong     - 
Basnett  &  Buchanan 
Madison  E.  Hollister 
Alson  Woodruff 


11 

23 

81 
81 
82 
82 
87 
88 
94 
95 
99 
100 

63 
68 
88 
83 
93 
100 
105 
112 


S6 


$500 
550 
800 
600 
450 
300 
400 
800 
400 
250 
250 
700 

700 
275 
600 
400 
800 
550 
700 
450 


45ft 
350 
375 
500 
350 
375 
375 
300 
300 
400 
375 
500 
525 
400 
400 
550 
550 
500 
400 
375 
550 
550 
600 


$500 
550 
800 
600 
450 
300 
400 
800 
400 
250 
250 
700 

700 
275 
600 
400 
800 
550 
700 
450 


450 
350 
375 
500 
350 
375 
375 
300 
300 
400 
455 
585 
545 
400 
430 
550 
550 
500 
400 
400 
550 
600 
600 
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JS 

M 

o 
3 

<3 
2 

Date. 

Names  of  purchasers. 

o 

o 

a 

rO 

S 

p 
5 

a 

3 

s 

a 

3 

O 

0 

'cS 

s 

& 

H 

> 

< 

1838. 

June      19 

William  Stadden      -        -            -            - 

7 

86 

$375 

$375 

Williams  &  Hatch   -        -            - 

8 

86 

400 

460 

Joseph  H.  Morrell  - 

11 

86 

500 

500 

James  Armour                   -   . 

1 

89 

500 

500 

Edward  Hollands    - 

4 

89 

550 

550 

Samuel  Tyler            - 

7 

89 

400 

400 

John  V.  Morehart  -        - 

8 

89 

450 

660 

Joseph  Hall               -                      -            - 

11 

89 

600 

600 

William  Caldwell     - 

13 

80 

300 

300 

John  and  George  Armour 

5 

90 

450 

450 

Barnes  &  Tuttle       - 

6 

90 

450 

450 

John  &  George  Armour  - 

9 

90 

400 

425 

Randolph  Sizer         - 

11 

90 

700 

700 

Jane  Best          - 

13 

90 

200 

200 

Lots  in  La  Salle. 

1838. 

June      25 

Manning  &  McFarlan     ... 

10 

120 

800 

1,100 

Micajah  Mott        -            - 

10 

91 

375 

375 

Leonard  &  Brown            ... 

10 

119 

700 

740 

Same             .... 

10 

106 

550 

550 

Patrick  Cunningham 

12 

106 

400 

410 

Amariah  Watson              ... 

12 

117 

400 

400 

John  S.  Dillon       - 

3 

120 

450 

450 

Harvey  Wood        - 

5 

120 

600 

600 

John  Allen             .... 

12 

120 

600 

640 

John  Cody             .... 

5 

119 

550 

550 

Palmer  &  Parker              - 

5 

118 

500 

500 

James  Golding      .... 

12 

119 

550 

650 

Ayres,  King  &  Baldwin  - 

10 

118 

600 

600 

Harpin  Lindley         -        - 

12 

118 

450 

450 

LocKroRT,  December  3,  1838. 


J.  MANNING,  Secretary. 


No.  4. 

A  list  of  the  work  put  under  con tr act  since  the  first  of  June,  1837,  with 
the  names  of  the  present  contractors,  including  as  well  original  contracts 
as  those  made  for  work  previously  let,  and  declared  abandoned,  and  re- 
linquished. 


a 
o 

•a 

o 

B 

m 
o 

d 

Names   of  Contractors. 

Date  of 

contract. 

1 

Madore  B.  Beaubien            - 

March 

8,  1838 

2 

Mallory  &  Hulbert 

July 

18,    " 

3 

Osborn  &  Stewart  - 

a 

« 

4 

Osborn  &  Stewart  - 

<« 

<( 

5 

Ogden  &  Dole        - 

June 

16,     « 

6 

Same         - 

a 

« 

7 

Harmons,  Loomis  &  Raymond 

January 

22,    " 

8 

Same          - 

M 

<< 

9 

Same         - 

M 

«< 

10 

Temple  &  Carver  -                         - 

July 

9,     " 

11 

Same          -            - 

«« 

« 

12 

Same         .... 

u 

« 

13 

Greenwood  &  Bishop          ... 

June 

15,  1837. 

14 

Same          .... 

" 

<« 

15 

Same          .... 

u 

« 

16 

Greenwood,  Osbourn,  &  Strail 

June 

16,  1838. 

17 

Same         .... 

<« 

«« 

18 

Boon  &  Hubbard    -             -             -             - 

Feb. 

20,    " 

19 

Same          -            -            - 

" 

«« 

20 

Same          .... 

u 

«c 

21 

Wilder,  Butler,  &  Busby     - 

Nov. 

16,     « 

22 

Same          .... 

<(      • 

« 

23 

Taylor,  Breese,  &  Paine     - 

January 

13,    " 

24 

Same          .... 

" 

a 

25 

Montgomery,  Boyd,  Rigney,  &  Zell 

January 

16,     " 

26 

Same 

" 

<t 

27 

Edward  Cody          .... 

June 

5,    « 

28 

Samuel  H.  Stedman             ... 

(C 

(« 

29 

Cochran  &  Armstrong         - 

October 

11,    « 

30 

Harney  &  Flockhart           ... 

July 

12,    « 

31 

Enoch  W.  Minor    .... 

January 

15,    " 

32 

James  Hagan          .... 

Dec. 

4, 1837 

33 

Smith,  Yarwood,  &  Richards 

July 

2. 1738 

34 

Robert  Jobson         .... 

June 

5,    « 

35 

Myers  Beach,  &  Rood         ... 

June 

16,     " 

36 

Irvin,  Spafford,  &  Kittering 

<i 

{« 
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c 
#o 

o 

to 

o 

6 

Names  of  Contractors. 

Date  of 

contract. 

37 

Myers,  Beach,  &  Rood       - 

June 

5, 1838. 

38 

Same         - 

« 

H 

39 

Irvin,  Spafford,  &  Kittering 

June 

16,    •' 

40 

Same         - 

<< 

<« 

41 

Dodd,  Morehouse,  &  Shaw 

June 

5,    « 

45 

Alton  &  Pestana    - 

<« 

M 

46 

Smith,  Granger,  Caton,  &  Judd 

August 

8,    « 

49 

John  &  Samuel  R.  Clifford 

Sept. 

28,    « 

50 

John  Rogers           - 

Dec. 

13, 1837. 

51 

Hugunin  &  Brown              ... 

February  1,1838. 

52 

Same 

<« 

<( 

53 

J.  T.  &  D.  L.  Roberta       - 

Dec. 

16,1837. 

54 

James  Brooks                                   • 

January 

1, 1838. 

55 

Same         - 

a 

n' 

56 

Stewart,  Sanger,  &  Wallace 

«( 

31,    " 

57 

Same         .... 

u 

u 

58 

Pruyne,  Negus,  &  Rogers  - 

Nov. 

17, 1837. 

59 

Same         - 

<< 

a 

60 

Williams  &  Hardy             ... 

(i 

14, 1833. 

61 

Stevens,  Douglas,  &■  Norton 

u 

u 

62 

John  Lonergan       - 

June 

5,    " 

63 

Same         .... 

a 

u 

64 

John  V.  Singer       - 

January 

10,    « 

65 

Pettibone  &  Root  -             -             -             - 

Sept. 

4, 1837. 

66 

Same         -             -             - 

u 

H 

*  67 

Win.  B.  &  E.  Newton 

Nov. 

14,    « 

68 

Same         .... 

« 

« 

69 

George  Barnet        .... 

April 

1, 1838. 

70 

Same         -             -             - 

a 

H 

71 

Same         - 

« 

c« 

72 

Same         .... 

" 

ii 

73 

Charles  Kerr          - 

August 

1,       " 

74 

Sterling,  Blanchard  &  Co.  - 

June 

5,    " 

75 

Same         - 

(i 

u 

76 

James  Ryan           - 

a 

it 

77 

Steel  &  Amer         .... 

Oct. 

18,    " 

78 

Matteson  &  Ryan               - 

a 

«< 

79 

N.  &  S.  S.  Davis  .... 

June 

5,     « 

80 

Samuel  R.  Bradley              ... 

Nov. 

24,    « 

81 

McLaughlin,  Lawless  &  Co. 

August 

7,    " 

82 

Jeremiah  Crotty     .... 

ii 

M 
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Names  of  Contractors. 

Date  of  contract. 

83 

Jeremiah  Crotty      -                      "     - 

August 

7,  1838. 

84' 

Angus  P.  McDonald 

June 

5,    " 

85 

Hendricks  &  Rush  -             -             -  ' 

« 

16,     » 

86 

Same          .             _             - 

« 

87 

Same          - 

u 

88 

Richard  Morris        - 

c< 

5,    " 

89 

Gay  &  Manning     - 

a 

90 

Same          - 

a 

91 

Lot  Whitcombe       - 

Nov. 

1,    " 

92 

Wm.A.Chatfield     - 

June 

16,     " 

93 

Benjamin  M.  Webber           - 

a 

5,     « 

94 

John  Hassack          - 

" 

16,    « 

95 

Same         - 

(< 

96 

Hendricks  &  Rush  - 

u 

97 

Same          - 

" 

98 

Sherburn  &.  Gobin  -             - 

St 

5,     " 

99 

Obed  Smith             - 

August 

7,     « 

100 

Same         - 

June 

5,    " 

101 

Caldwell  &  Mulligan            - 

Sept. 

14,    « 

102 

James  Drummond  - 

Nov. 

1,    " 

103 

H.  D.  Risley            .... 

June 

16,     " 

104 

Clifford  &  Stewart  .... 

" 

5,    " 

105 

Crawford  &  Harveys            ... 

Oct. 

31,    * 

106 

Same         - 

a 

107 

Same          - 

" 

108 

Same         - 

" 

160 

Benjamin  F.  Lamb  - 

June 

5,     " 

161 

Edward  McSweeny             - 

Sept. 

7,    " 

162 

Armour  &  Knox     - 

August 

1,  1837. 

163 

Patrick  H.  Flood     - 

Sept. 

7,  1838. 

164 

Glover,  Roberts,  &  Matson  - 

Oct. 

19,  1837. 

165 

Same         .... 

" 

« 

166 

Conrad  Seabaugh    - 

January 

3,  1S38. 

167 

David  Sanger  &  Sons          - 

June 

5,    " 

170 

Wm.  E.  Armstrong              - 

Dec. 

4,  1837. 

171 

Wm.  &  Thos.  Harkness 

March 

21,  1838. 

172 

Abner  Sherman,  Jr.              - 

Sept. 

28,    " 

173 

Russell  &  Harkness              ... 

« 

1,     " 

174 

John  Armour           - 

July 

2,    " 

178 

Nathan  Eels 

August 

22,  1837. 

179 

William  Caldwell     - 

Sept. 

12,  1838. 
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181 

Kenyon  &  Lamb     - 

August 

22, 1837. 

183 

Dickinson  &  Clark  -             -             -             - 

July 

2, 1838. 

184 

Same          - 

K 

it 

185 

George  W.  Armstrong         - 

Nov. 

5,    " 

186 

Same         - 

<« 

<« 

187 

G.  W.  &  W.  E.  Armstrong 

« 

15, 1837. 

194 

Townsend,  Kinney,  &  Byrne    , 

January 

20, 1838. 

195 

Henry  L.  Kinney    -             -            - 

Sept. 

6,    « 

196 

Same         - 

« 

« 

197 

Same          - 

Fox  river  Feeder. 

<« 

<« 

1 

Greene,  Stadden,  &  Dunevan 

Nov. 

14, 1837. 

2 

Same          - 

« 

u 

3 

Same         - 

tt 

u 

4 

Same          - 

a 

K 

5 

Same         - 

a 

u 

6 

Stephen  Emmerson  (completed) 

a 

«( 

7 

Francis  Chambers   - 

August 

13,    « 

8 

Crosiur  &  Walker  - 

Locks. 

March 

21,    « 

1 

George  Barnet         - 

June 

5, 1838. 

2 

Same         - 

u 

« 

3 

Charles  Kerr            - 

August 

1,    " 

4 

Same      ,    - 

a 

u 

6 

Hall  &  Grant          - 

June 

5,    « 

7 

Same         - 

« 

(i 

11 

Beale  &  Cooper       - 

July 

24,    " 

12 

Armstrong  &  Johnston        ... 

Nov. 

10,    " 

13 

Durgin  &  Witham               ... 

June 

5,    " 

14 

William  Byrne                                   - 

" 

«< 

15 

Cooper  &.  Twitchell              - 

Aqueduct   of  Little  Vermilion. 

a 

<« 

William  Byrne         - 

Oct. 

8,    " 

Aqueduct  of  Pecumsagan. 

1 

Thomas  Beale          - 

«< 

u 
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Aqueduct  of  Fox  river. 

David  Sanger  &  Sons          - 

June 

5, 1838. 

Aqueduct  of  Du  Page. 

Robert  Watson        - 

August 

7,     " 

Dam  Number  1 ,  fy  Lock  Number  5. 

Wilson,  Brodie,  &  Co.         - 

Dam  Number  2  fy  Guard  lock. 

June 

5,    " 

Charles  Kerr            -             -             -    ' 

<« 

it 

Lateral  Canal  at  Ottawa. 

1 

Wilburn  F.  Walker 

Culvert  Number  1. 

Nov. 

24,    " 

Samuel  Howard      .... 

June 

5.    " 

Culvert  Number  2. 

Patrick  H.  Flood     .... 

u 

4« 

Du  Page  Feeder. 

N.&S.S.  Davis     - 

August 

8,    - 

Lockport,  Dec.  3, 1838. 


J.  MANNING,  Secretary. 
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No.  5. 


List  of  officers  and  agents  in  the  employment  of  the  Board, 


Names. 

Office,  &c. 

Compensa- 
tion. 

William  Gooding 

Chief  Engineer 

_ 

$3,500 

E.  B.  Talcott 

Resident  Engineer 

- 

2,000 

William  Jerome 

Same 

- 

2,000 

W.  B.  Burnett 

Same 

- 

2,000 

J.  L.  Hanchett 

Junior  Assistant  Engineer 

1,250 

M.  A.  Gooding 

Same 

- 

1,250 

A.  J.  Mathewson 

Same 

- 

1,250 

J.  B.  F.  Russell 

Same 

- 

1,250 

0.  S.  Jerome 

Same 

. 

1,250 

M.   Benjamin 

Same 

- 

1,350 

John  Green 

Same 

- 

1,250 

Michael  Ryan 

Same 

- 

1,250 

J.  B.   Preston 

Same 

- 

1,250 

William  P.  Whittle       - 

Rodman 

- 

GOO 

R.  E.  Heacock,  jr. 

Same 

. 

600 

Stephen  Gooding 

Same 

- 

600 

Thomas  Henry 

Same 

- 

600 

Robert  Elder 

Same 

. 

600 

Jacob  Leopold 

Same 

- 

600 

Peter  Stewart 

Superintendent  of  masonry 

J.  Manning 

Secretary 

- 

1,750 

J.  Rucker 

Treasurer's  Clerk 

- 

1,000 

R.  McFarlan 

Clerk 

- 

800 

Lockport,  December  3,  1838. 


J.  MANNING,  Secretary, 
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'  No.  6. 

Articles  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  contractors  to  aid  in  their  work. 


Articles. 


Powder  account,  No.   1 
Flour  account,  No.  1 
Pork  account,  No.  1 
Powder  account,  No.  2 
Pork  account,  No.  2 
Flour  account,  No.  2 
Pork  account,  No.  3 
Canal   stores — consisting  of  iron, 
steel,  cordage,  tools,  &c. 


Cost. 


$4,000  00 
6,030  00 
16,100  25 
24,155  98 
4,485  21 
6,876  00 
2,731  88 

26,777  45 


Amount  dis- 
tributed. 


$4,000  00 
5,217  50 
11,702  00 
12,016  00 
4,432  00 
4,529  00 
2,502  00 

9,840  53 


Balance. 


$812  50i 

4,398  25i 

12,139  98 

53  211 

2,347  00> 

229  88 < 

16,936  92' 


Canal  Office, 


J.  MANNING,  Secretary. 


Lockport,  December  3,  1838. 
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No.  7. 


A  list  of  Contractors  to  whom  advances  have  been  made  in  money  and  supplies, 
showing  the  balance  due  from  them  for  such  advances,  and  the  amount  of  the 
per  cenlage  retained  upon  work  already  done  by  them. 


Names  of  such  Contractors. 

Advance 

Per  cent. 

H.  D.  Risley    - 

$168  23 

87   05 

Sanger,  Nicholls,  and  Beale 

. 

631  68 

9,163  08 

Wm,  E.  Armstrong 

- 

84  28 

1,521  24 

Nathan  Eels     - 

- 

157  94 

345  29 

John  V.  Singer 

. 

2,329  55 

2,547  00 

James  Brooks 

.    - 

459  57 

2,804  19 

Crosiur  and  Walker     - 

- 

1,162  84 

1,613  19 

Henry  L.  Kinney 

- 

7,000  00 

2,462  27 

David  Sanger  and  Sons 

- 

40  00 

788  19 

J.  T.  and  D.  L.  Roberts 

- 

600  00 

1,807  66 

Cochran  and  Armstrong 

- 

72  00 

44  74 

Harvey  and  Flockhart 

- 

54  00 

253  44 

James  Spence  -         ■    - 

- 

600  00 

1,217  24 

Greenwood  and  Bishop 

- 

306  00 

4,997  28 

Hugunin  and  Brown     - 

- 

500  00 

5,263  62 

Maus  and  Flood 

- 

352  80 

1,413  39 

Conrad  Seabaugh 

-             - 

780  00 

49  75 

Edward  McSweeny 

-  ■ 

381  00 

1,290  13 

G.  W.  and  W.  E.  Armstrong 

- 

1,040  00 

2,642  20 

James  Hagan  - 

- 

104  00 

116  25 

James  Drummond 

- 

30  34 

39  32 

Temple  and  Carver 

- 

815  00 

1,658  92 

Boon  and  Hubbard 

- 

537  50 

1,310  17 

Wm.  B.  and  E.  Newton 

- 

1,998  13 

1,910  11 

E.  W.  Minor    - 

- 

36  00 

374  79 

Steel  and  Amer 

- 

85  53 

115  75 

Montgomery,  Boyd,  Rigney, 

and  Zell  - 

103  48 

1,113  15 

Dickinson  and  Clark    - 

- 

18  00 

1,204  99 

Obed  Smith      - 

- 

4  00 

99  18 

Hall  and  Grant 

. 

51  64 

31  50 

T.  Y.  Vanhest 

. 

421  00 

229  43 

John  Lonergan 

- 

929  24 

3,260  74 

Wilson,  Brodie  and  Co.  - 

- 

551  37 

439  15 

Samuel  Howard 

- 

16  00 

170  80 

Glover,  Roberts,  and  Matson 

- 

300  00 

1,003  30 

N.  and  S.  S.  Davis       - 

- 

510  25 

655  23 

Beach,  Rood,  and  Co.  - 

- 

58  34 

726  22 

Harmon,  Loomis,  and  Raymond 

39600 

3,232  47 

George  W.  Armstrong  - 

. 

288  40 

29  53 

Smith,  Granger,  Caton,  and  Judd 

500  00 

606  30 

James  Ryan     - 

. 

488  13 

951  84 

Pettibone  and  Root 

. 

477  50 

1,298  01 

Wm.  A.  Chatfield 

. 

'  18  00 

245  37 
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Names  of  such  Contractors. 

Advance. 

Per  cent. 

Benj.  M.  Webber         .... 

$10  1-6 

$90  50 

Osborne  and  Stewart   .... 

154  53 

804  96 

Williams  and  Hardy    .... 

182  1C 

90  30 

Pruyne,  Negus,  and  Rogers 

5,803  48 

4,334  62 

Lovel  Kimball ..... 

132  00 

998  84 

Crawford  and  Harvevs 

76  00 

136  26 

Stewart,  Sanger,  and  Wallace  • 

2,188  37 

5,087  41 

Stevens,  Douglas,  and  Norton  - 

160  00 

105  00 

Wm.  Avery     ..... 

1,580  98 

3,445  88 

John  Rogers                  .... 

873  61 

3,271  78 

Isaac  Hardy                 .... 

450  00 

37,049  67 

79,431  04 

The  total  amount  of  the  balances  due  from  contractors  for  advances  to  them, 
over  and  above  their  monthly  payments,  made  in  money  and  supplies  to  aid, 
them  in  their  work  .....  $37,049  67 

The  total  amount  of  the  per  centum  retained  by  the  Commission- 
ers, out  of  the  monthly  estimates  of  work  already  done  by  the 
same  contractors  .....  $79,431  04 


Lockpoet,  Dec.  1838. 


J,  MANNING,  Secretary, 
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Chicago,  October  23,  1837. 
To  the  Board  of  Commissioners 

of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 

Gentlemen  :  Having  been  appointed  by  your  honorable  Board,  under 
the  3d  section  of  the  law  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  of  March  2,  1837,  "to 
survey  and  examine  the  route  of  the  canal  as  now  established,  with  a 
view  of  ascertaining  whether  there  is  a  sufficient  quantity  of  water,  with- 
in the  legitimate  authority  of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  use,  to  supply  a  ca- 
nal of  the  same  size  and  dimensions  as  the  one  now  contemplated  to  be 
constructed  upon  the  Summit  level  of  said  line  of  canal;"  I  have,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  duties  here  pointed  out,  passed  over  the  whole  line  of  canal 
from  lake  Michigan  to  Peru,  examined  all  the  plans  and  profiles,  and  re- 
ceived explanations  and  descriptions  of  every  part  of  the  work  as 
projected  and  marked  out,  as  well  as  all  those  parts  now  in  progress  of 
working  under  contract;  and  I  think  I  may  say  I  have  now  possessed 
myself  of  a-  full  knowledge  of  the  details  of  the  work,  as  designed  by  your 
chief  engineer,  in  all  its  localities  and  bearings  upon  the  very  important 
question  of  water,  upon  which  I  am  required  to  act. 

It  appears  by  act  of  the  Legislature  above  referred  to,  that  "a  supply  of 
water  from  sources  within  the  legitimate  authority  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois," was  to  govern  all  actions  upon  this  matter,  and  that  your  Board 
had  early  directed  Fox  river  to  be  more  fully  examined  than  had  hereto- 
fore been  done. 

-  From  an  examination  of  the  various  canal   documents  of  the  last  ses 
sion  of  the  Legislature,  it  seems  that  the  question  stands  as  follows : 

Shall  the  feeding  water  be  taken  from  lake  Michigan  by  a  deep  cut? 
or,  shall  the  Summit  be  raised  ten  feet  above  the  lake,  and  fed  from  streams 
to  be  brought  into  it?  It  has  been  supposed,  and  no  doubt  correctly,  that 
only  three  streams  of  water  can  be  brought  on  the  Summit  level — 1st. 
The  Des  Plaines  river;  2d.  The  Calamic  river;  3d.  The  Fox  river. 

The  Des  Plaines  was  not  in  a  proper  situation  to  gauge,  as  there  had 
been  copious  rains;  I  therefore  take  the  former  measurements  of  the 
United  States  engineers,  as  stated  in  the  reports  of  the  canal  committee, 
at  54,S00  cubic  feet  per  hour. 

By  calculation  it  is  found  that,  if  twelve  boats  pass  per  hour,  the  lock- 
age water  to  lock  up  and  down  ten  feet  will  be  475,200  feet  per  hour.  If 
we  then  add  for  leakage  at  the  locks  (a  small  item)  and  for  the  evapora- 
tion, we  ought  not  to  say  less  than  500,000  cubic  feet  of  water  per  hour 
will  be  required,  when  boats  are  passing  as  fast  as  they  can  be  let  through 
(or  twelve  per  hour.)  It  is  true  that,  if  boats  passing  each  way  were  to 
meet  so  as  to  pass  a  boat  up  with  the  same  water  which  passed  one  down, 
then  only  half  the  above  amount  of  lockage  water  should  be  estimated  for 
the  twelve  boats  per  hour,  although,  I  believe  twelve  boats  per  hour  may 
be  passed  each  way,  if  the  locks  are  well  attended,  and  are  in  perfect  or- 
der for  filling  and  discharging  the  water  rapidly. 

These  premises  being  admitted,  we  have  to  look  for  445,200  cubic  feet 
of  water  per  hour  more  than  the  Des  Plaines  gives  us  at  low  water. 

The  Calamic  takes  it  source  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  by  a  bend  pas- 
ses into  this  State,  and  its  present  entrance  into  lake  Michigan  is  within 
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he  State.  It  is,  however,  well  known  that  its  former  entrance  into  the 
ake  was  in  Indiana,  and  that  it  often  has  a  discharge  of  its  waters  at  the 
atter  place  in  a  particular  stage  of  the  waters  of  the  lake.  It  is  found  by 
examination  that  the  waters  of  Calamic  must  be  raised  by  a  dam  near  the 
nouth  of  Stony  creek  (or  Rock  creek)  about  six  or  seven  feet,  in  order  to 
bed  a  canal;  and  if  used  for  feeding  with  a  copious  supply  of  water, 
ihere  should  be  a  descent  of  at  least  two  inches  in  each  mile.  This  would 
ncrease  the  height  of  the  dam  to  nine  feet  nearly  above  the  present  sur- 
ace  of  water. 

The  effect  of  such  a  dam  would  be  to  make  back-water,  for  many  miles, 
nto  the  State  of  Indiana;  and  when  we  kiok  at  all>  these  facts,  it  is  an 
mdeniable  truth  that  the  waters  of  the  Calamic  are  not  the  "legitimate 
vaters  of  the  State  of  Illinois."  To  get  feeding  waters  for  a  canal  on  a 
ligh  level,  we  must  therefore  look  to  Fox  river.  Before  my  arrival  in 
his  State,  your  Board  had  very  judiciously  and  properly  directed  Capt. 
^urnett,  with  his  party,  to  examine  the  country  between  the  Fox  river 
md  the  Des  Plaines,  beginning  at  the  point  on  Fox  river  near  Elgin, 
vhere  former  examinations  had  ended,  and  extend  north  to  the  line  of  the 
State. 

Capt.  Burnett's  report  on  this  survey  is  now  herewith  annexed,  togeth- 
r  with  a  sketch  of  the  topography  of  the  country,  and  which  gives  a 
rery  satisfactory  account  of  what  resources  of  water  can  be  obtained 
From  Fox  river. 

The  next  feasible  plan  of  obtaining  water  from  Fox  river  is  from  a 
)oint  in  Pistaka  lake,  six  or  eight  miles  below  the  State  line  ;  and  thence  by 
i  cutting  designated  by  a  red  line  on  the  map,  to  let  the  waters  of  Fox 
river  into  Mill  creek,  a  branch  of  the  Des  Plaines;  and  from  thence  let 
them  follow  the  bed  of  Mill  creek  and  Des  Plaines  for  forty  or  fifty  miles 
Defore  they  arrive  at  the  canal  where  they  can  be  received  into  it. 

By  the  plan  proposed  by  Capt.  Burnett,  (and  which  I  fully  approve)  a 
lam  is  to  be  erected  across  Fox  river  to  raise  its  waters  two  feet  only,  (as 
that  is  all  the  descent  in  the  river  from  the  State  line  to  the  proposed 
lam;)  a  cutting,  rising  from  nothing  to  53*  feet,  is  then  to  be  made  for  12J 
miles. 

This  cutting  appears  by  Capt  Burnett's  report  to  be  fair,  and  without 
rock.  The  amount  of  excavation  for  a  cut  sixteen  feet  on  the  bottom, 
and  slopes  two  to  one,  with  the  water  four  or  five  feet  deep,  (and  it  then 
would  be  a  doubtful  question  whether  it  would  pass  through  the  quantity 
required,)  with  the  proposed  descent  of  three  inches  per  mile,  admitting 
that  it  would  discharge  the  quantity  required,  the  cost  would  be  thus : 

3,176,520  cubic  yards,  at  30  cents      ....         $952,956 
Dam  across  Fox  river  (on  bad  bottom)         -         -         -  20,000 

Contingencies,  engineering,  &c.  5  per  cent,  (say)         -  45,647 


$1,018,603 


We  have  here  an  outlay  of  more  than  one  million  of  dollars.  Capt. 
Burnett  estimated  the  rise  of  water  in  Fox  river,  above  its  lowest  state, 
at  two  feet,  and  by  measurement  he  found  the  stream  gave  25,000  cubic 
feet  per  minute.     If  we  take  half  of  this  quantity  as  its  minimum,  at  the 
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lowest  water,  we  allow  all  that  it  will  give,  and  perhaps  more,  12,500  x 
60  =  750,000  per  hour.  As  this  water  has  to  run,  probably  fifty  miles,  ; 
in  the  marshy  bed  of  the  Des  Plaines  and  Mill  creek,  where  it  is  very' 
sluggish,  and  will  be  several  days  in  reaching  the  canal  through  Mill  pond,  ■ 
&c,  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  we  might  lose  one-fourth  of  it  by  ! 
evaporation  in  a  severe  drought  and  hot  sun. 

In  this  calculation  I  have  supposed  the  whole  of  Fox  river  in  its  lowest 
state  to  be  brought  through.  Now  we  cannot  expect  that  we  shall  have 
a  perfectly  tight  dam;  we  shall  lose  much  there;  and  as  we  have  only 
750,000— 1S7 ,500=562,500  x  to  54,800  equal  to  617,300  cubic  feet  of 
water  from  both  these  rivers,  and  we  want  certainly  500,000  feet ;  and 
upon  the  most  favorable  calculation,  we  have' only  the  617,300  to  rely  up- 
on. It  is  true  this  quantity  might  be  increased  considerably  by  making 
reservoirs  of  several  little  lakes  at  the  head  of  Mill  creek. 

If  we  admit  that  an  ample  supply  can  be  obtained  from  this  source,  we 
ouo-ht,  before  adopting  the  plan,  to  look  at  the  consequence  of  taking  the 
waters  of  Fox  river,  and  what  would  be  the  effect  of  throwing  so  much 
water  into  the  bed  of  the  Des  Plaines.  Would  it  not  prevent  the  sever- 
al large  tracts  of  low  (very  low)  prairie  land  from  being  drained,  and 
brought  under  cultivation?  If  I  have  been  correctly  informed,  this  would 
be  the  effect ;  and  this  is  of  very  great  moment,  not  only  in  preventing 
this  land  from  being  cultivated,  but  endangering  the  health  of  the  people 
in  the  surrounding  country. 

The  great  objection  to  this  immediate  section  of  country  is,  that  the 
lands  do  not  drain  freely ;  and  for  a  permanent  work,  like  the  Illinois  and 
Michigan  canal,  all  the  plans  should  be  adopted,  in  reason,  to  make  every 
part  of  the  land  more  valuable  by  the  drainage  which  the  plan  and  the 
construction  of  the  canal  may  give.  The  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  as 
now  projected,  and  under  construction  may  truly  be  considered  as  one  of 
the  greatest  and  most  important,  in  its  consequences,  of  any  work  of  any 
age  or  nation.  In  looking  over  this  connection  between  the  lakes  and 
the  Mississippi,  it  is  no  doubt  superior  in  its  advantages  to  any  other 
which  can  ever  be  formed.  It  is  the  shortest  artificial  work,  Avith  the  least 
lockage.  The  climate,  soil,  and  the  capability  of  productions  of  the  coun- 
try which  will  be  benefitted  by  the  construction  of  this  work,  will  cer- 
tainly equal,  if  they  do  not  exceed,  any  other  part  of  the  United  States; 
and  when  I  view  it  in  this  light,  I  think  it  justly  merits  to  be  executed 
upon  the  best  and  most  permanent  plan,  and  will  justify,  by  its  revenue, 
any  outlay  which  may  be  put  upon  it  in  reason. 

Taking  a  view  of  the  whole  ground,  and  looking  at  the  probable  cost  of 
the  deep  cutting,  of  the  low  level,  and  the  length  of  time  it  will  take  to 
accomplish  it,  and  the  time  the  country  will  lose  the  benefit;  looking,  also, 
at  the  great  good  to  the  country,  and  the  pecuniary  advantage  to  the 
State  and  the  canal,  by  the  creation  of  water-power  at  Lockport,  and  Ju- 
liet, I  have  no  doubt  upon  my  mind  that  the  present  plan  of  cutting  down 
the  Summit,  so  as  to  draw  feeding  water  from  lake  Michigan,  ought  to  be 
continued,  in  preference  to  any  other  which  I  can  suggest. 

*  In  my  remarks  I  have  not  entei-ed  into  calculation  to  show  the  many 
expenses  and  losses  whi  :h  would  result  from  raising  the  level  ten  feet — 
such  as  the  extra  lock  keeper,  annual  repair  of  locks,  loss  to  the  country 
and  State,  by  not  having  water-power — the  advantages  of  vessels  of  large 
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scep_-aching  Lockport  before  unlading,  or  lading — these  and  many  other 
Th' derations  have  a  bearing  upon  this  question;  and  I  might  say  would 
cmit  the  case  to  be  stated  by  putting  down  the  expense  of  the 
jw  level,  and  then  deducting  the  additional  value  given  by  water-power 
to  the  State  property  at  Lockport  and  Juliet,  and  the  drainage  of 
the  State  land  otherwise,  on  one  side — and  on  the  other,  the  cost 
of  the  high  level,  with  two  locks— the  cost  of  the  attendance 
(brought  into  capital)— the  cost  of  introducing  Fox  river,  and  other 
contingencies — such  as  damages  for  the  injury  done  to  lands  along  the 
Des  Plaines;  and  I  fully  believe  the  balance  would  be  in  favor  of  drawing 
the  feeding  water  from  lake  Michigan.  In  these  remarks  and  opinions,  I 
believe  I  have  fully  complied  with  The  act  directing  the  appointment.  I 
shall,  however,  in  another  communication,  comply  with  your  wishes  in 
regard  to  the  details  of  the  work,  in  its  location,  and  the  various  points  of 
difficulty  in  construction,  and  make  full  remarks  upon  every  point. 
Respectfully  submitted  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ.  WRIGHT, 


Chicago,  III.,  October  20,  1837. 
To  B.  Wright,  Esq. 

Civil  Engineer. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  law  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Illinois, 
and  approved  March,  1S37,  I  have  been  instructed  by  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  to  examine  the  dividing 
ridge  of  the  Fox  and  Des  Plaines  rivers,  within  the  limits  of  this  State,  to 
ascertain  the  most  eligible  route  for  conveying  the  waters  of  the -Fox 
river  to  supply  the  Summit  Division  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal, 
and  to  report  to  you  for  your  consideration  the  results  of  that  exam- 
ination. 

The  variety  of  opinions  entertained  upon  the  feasibility  of  this  mode  ol 
feeding  the  Summit  Division,  and  the  great  importance  of  the  subject,  has 
led  to 'the  examination  of  many  summits,  which  a  reconnoissance  alone 
might  have  pronounced  impracticable. 

In  ascending  the  Fox  river,  the  first  summit  met  with,  having  a  con- 
siderable depression,  is  that  of  Popple  creek,  which  empties  into  the  Fox, 
about  one  mile  below  Elgin,  and  has  its  rise  with  the  head  waters  of  the 
Du  Paw.;  thence  the  depression  is  continued  by  the  western  branch  of 
Salt  creek,  and  Salt  creek  itself  into  the  Des  Plaines.  This  summit  was 
thoroughly  examined  last  year,  and  by  reference  to  the  level  obtained, 
found  totally  impracticable. 

The  depression  of  Lake  and  Flint  creeks,  discharing  their  waters  into 
the  Fox,  and  having  their  rise  with  the  head  waters  of  the  northerly 
branch  of  Salt  creek,  Buffalo  creek,  and  Indian  creek,  three  branches  of 
the  Des  Plaines  river,  were  next  examined.  By  these  depressions  a  sum- 
mit cannot  be  obtained  of  less  than  ninety  feet  above  the  surface  of  the 
Fox  at  the  mouth  of  Flint  creek. 

The  next  depression  examined  was  that  of  Slocum's  and  Bang's  lakes, 
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which  head  in  extensive   sloughs    opposite  to  the  head  waters  cniles,  , 
northerly  branch  of  Indian  creek.     This  route  presents  a  summit  ridgreiT 
about  100  feet,  above  the  surface  of  the  Fox,  at  the  outlet  of  the  lake.^d, 

The  summit  of  the  southerly  branch  of  Deer,   or  Squaw  creek,  waY  j 
next  examined,  so  far  as  to  show  an  elevalion  above  the  Fox,  at  the  mouth 
of  said  creek,  of  20  feet,  when  it  was  discovered  that  it  takes  its  rise  near 
the  head  waters  of  Indian  creek,  which  were  known  to  be  too  much  ele- 
vated for  our  purpose. 

The  summit  of  Round  lake,  which  is  one  of  a  chain  of  lakes  discharg- 
ing themselves  into  the  Fox  at  a  point  about  six  and  a  half  miles  from  the 
State  line;  and  Fourth  lake,  one  of  another  chain  forming  the  southwes- 
terly branch  of  Mill  creek,  which  discharges  itself  into  the  Des  Plaines 
river,  at  a  point  about  five  miles  below  the  State  line,  was  next  ex- 
amined, and  found  to  be,  at  the  close  of  our  examinations,  the  most  favor- 
able route.  The  next  depression  examined  was  that  of  Silver  creek, 
which  discharges  itself  into  the  Fox  river  about  two  miles  south  of  the 
State  line.  This  depression  connects  itself  with  Silver  lake ;  then  crossing 
,  a  high  ridge  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  descends,  by  a  broad  slough, 
to  one  of  the  lakes  which  form  the  northerly  branch  of  Mill  creek,  and 
by  said  creek  to  the  Des  Plaines  river. 

This  route  would  be  the  shortest  of  any,  being  estimated  at  about  one 
half  mile  shorter  than  the  Round  and  Fourth  lake  route,  but  the  difference 
in  level  of  the  summits  of  these  two  routes  is  so  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
latter  that  a  further  comparison  is  deemed  unnecessary. 

There  is  still  another  depression,  of  which  Cross  lake,  immediately  upon 
the  State  line,  is  the  summit.  The  surface  of  that  lake  is  74.385  feet 
above  the  present  surface  of  the  Fox  at  the  State  line;  and  in  following  the 
depressions  connected  with  it,  if  it  were  practicable  or  desirable  to  do  so, 
we  should  be  compelled  to  go  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State. 

The  most  favorable  route  for  passing  the  dividing  ridge  having  been  as- 
certained, the  valley  of  Fox  river  was  examined,  from  the  State  line  down- 
ward, with  reference  to  guaging  the  discharges  of  the  river,  and  selecting 
the  most  eligible  point  for  a  dam.  The  surface  of  the  river  at  the  State 
line  was  supposed  to  be,  from  the  best  information  to  be  obtained,  about  2 
feet  above  its  lowest  stage,  and  L75  below  its  highest,  and  to  discharge,  at 
the  most  favorable  point  for  gauging,  more  than  25,000  cubic  feet  per 
minute.  From  several  miles  north  of  the  State  line,  the  river  has  but  lit- 
tle fall,  and  south  of  it,  it  has  only  descent  of  about  one  and  a  half  feet  per 
mile  for  one  and  a  half  miles,  when  it  loses  itself  in  the  Pistaka  lakes,  which 
to  a  great  extent  are  filled  with  a  floating  sag,  high  grass  and  wild  rice. 
The  waters  of  the  Fox,  after  passing  through  these  lakes,  and  receiving 
the  Nepusink  and  other  branches,  emerges  from  the  most  southerly  of  the 
group,  with  a  clear,  deep,  and  distinct  channel,  being  at  the  outlet  about  330 
yards  wide,  and  from  three  and  a  half  to  nine  and  a  half  feet  deep.  The 
most  eligible  point  for  a  dam  is  believed  to  be  at  the  Indian  grave,  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  below  that  point.  The  river  there  is  about  220  yards 
wide,  and  from  five  and  a  half  to  seven  feet  deep,  with  a  light  gravel  and 
sandy  bottom;  the  west  bank  is  about  thirteen  feet  high,  the  east  bank  con- 
sists of  a  high  knoll,  connected  with  the  main  ridge  by  low  ground,  which 
is  about  thirty-five  yards  wide.  In  case  a  dam  should  be  located  upon  this 
site,  an  embankment  will  be  required  across  this  low  ground.     The  de- 
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scent  of  the  waters  of  the  Fox  to  the  outlet  of  Round  lake,  is  6.150  feet. 
The  estimated  descent  to  site  of  dam,  two  miles  further  south,  7.500  feet — 
on  account  of  the  very  slight  descent  of  the  waters  of  Fox,  within  the  State 
limits,  and  the  low  nature  of  the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Pistaka 
lakes.  The  surface  of  the  most  easterly  of  these  lakes  is  assumed  at  two 
feet  only  above  its  present  level  at  the  outlet  of  Round  lake,  where  it  is 
proposed  to  take  out  the  wate*rfor  the  feeder. 

An  experimental  line  has  been  run  from  this  point  across  the  Round 
lake  and  Fourth  lake  summit  to  the  mouth  of  Mill  creek,  on  the  Des 
Plaines  river,  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  excavation  necessary  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  the  survey.  The  Des  Plaines  river  was  found  to  be 
75.500  feet  below  the  point  of  commencement,  and  the  summit  or  deepest 
cutting  to  be  53.305  feet;  and  the  length  of  said  line  before  the  waters  of 
the  feeder  could  discharge  themselves  into  the  Des  Plaines  river,  by  the 
valley  of  Mill  creek,  is  12  t  miles  696  yards. 

An  estimate  of  the  quantity  of  excavation  necessary  has  been  made 
from  the  data  of  the  dimensions  and  declivity  that  you  recommended,  viz : 
sixteen  feet  bottom,  slopes  of  two  to  one,  and  a  declivity  of  three  inches  per 
mile,  and  was  found  to  be  about  3,176,520  yards.  The  only  indication  of 
rock  observed  in  the  survey  of  this  summit  was  occasional  detached  pieces 
of  silicious  lime  rock.  About  one  half  mile  of  the  line  below  Long  lake  pas- 
ses through  a  marsh  which  it  will  be  difficult  to  drain,  and  about  one  mile 
and  a  quarter  is  located  in  the  beds  of  Round  and  Fourth  lakes. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WARD  B.  BURNETT, 
.Resident  Engineer  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 


Lockport,  Illinois, 

November  30, 1837. 
To  the  Board  of  Commissioners 

of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 

In  the  prosecution  of  surveys  in  the  vicinity  of  Fox  river,  authorized 
by  the  Legislature  of  this  State  in  March  last,  I  was  instructed  by  you  to 
make  such  an  examination  of  the  nature  of  the  valley  of  that  stream, 
within  the  State  limits,  as  would  be  useful  in  determining  the  most  feasible 
manner  of  improving  its  navigation. 

In  compliance  with  these  instructions,  a  continuous  compass  and  level 
line  was  run  upon  or  near  the  banks  of  the  Fox,  between  the  navigable 
feeder  of  the  Western  Division  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  at  Green's 
mills,  and  the  State  line.  This  preliminary  survey  was  made  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  month  of  October;  and,  as  my  party  have  been  almost 
exclusively  engaged  since  that  period  upon  other  estimates  and  plans,  it 
has  been  impossible  to  prepare  those  belonging  to  the  Fox  river  in  time  for 
your  annual  report.  The  maps  and  estimates  are  now  commenced,  all  df 
which  will  be  presented  with  my  report,  as  soon  as  they  are  completed. 

In  the  meantime,  as  it  may  be  thought  desirable  to  know  the  general 
results  of  the  survey  and  the  feasibility  of  its  object,  I  have  formed  from 
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our  field  books  a  condensed  statement  of  the  difference  of  level  of  the  sur- 
face of  the  Fox,  at  those  points  of  the  river  the  most  known,  with  their 
respective  distances  from  each  other,  and  the  point  of  commencement. 

The  surface  of  the  Fox,  at  the  time  of  the  survey  was,  from  the  best  in- 
formation to  be  obtained,  from  one  and  a  half  feet,  in  the  most  rapid  por- 
tions of  it,  to  two  and  a  half  feet  in  the  more  sluggish  above  low  water; 
and  from  one  and  three-fourths  feet  to  three  and  one-fourth  feet,  below 
high  water. 

The  following  statement  of  levels  has  been  made  out  from  the  surface 
of  the  proposed  feeder- dam  at  Green's  mills,  taken  at  zero;  and  the  dis- 
tances are  such  as  were  obtained  by  the  survey;  to  which,  as  the  river 
banks  were  not  meandered  closely  in  some  distances,  should  be  added  about 
four  miles,  in  order  to  obtain  the  whole  length  of  navigation  required* 
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In  ascending  the  Fox  river  from  the  feeder-dam,  its  general  course  to 
Aurora,  including  some  extensive  bends,  is  about  northeast;  and  above 
that  place  to  the  State  line  it  is  nearly  north. 

The  difference  of  level  of  its  surface  in  the  whole  of  that  distance  is 
262.405  feet;  and  with  reference  to  the  foregoing  statement,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  most  of  this  difference  is  found  from  and  below  the  village  of 
Charleston,  almost  all  of  it  being  below  a  remarkable  contraction  in  the 
width  of  the  river,  called  "the  Narrows ;"  above  which  there  is  little  fall. 
Thus  we  have  three  divisions  of  the  river  that  differ  essentially  in  their 
descent — the  first  having  an  average  difference  of  level  at  the  surface  of 
about  3.6  feet,  (and  in  some  cases  5  feet  per  mile;)  the  second  of  2.2  feet 
per  mile;  and  the  third  an  average  of  0.87  feet  per  mile.  These  divisions 
differ  from  each  other  almost  as  distinctly  in  the  nature  of  their  banks — 
the  first  having  them  abrupt,  and  occasionally  of  high  bluff  rock;  the 
second  having  them  very  favorable  for  a  tow-path ;  and  the  third,  includ- 
ing the  Pistaka  lakes,  having  a  great  extent  of  low  marsh  upon  either 
bank;  on  which,  for  a  great  distance,  it  would  scarcely  be  possible  to  con- 
struct a  tow-path. 

This  variety  in  the  nature  of  the  banks  of  the  Fox  and  its  descent  is 
such  t|at  more  consideration  is  required  for  the  arrangement  of  the  par- 
ticular parts  of  its  proposed  improvement;  and  in  order  that  a  nearer  ap- 
proximation may  be  made,  by  estimate,  to  the  expense  of  this  important 
work,  than  the  results  of  a  preliminary  survey  can  afford,  I  wish  to  visit 
some  points  of  the  river  again,  before  making  my  report. 

Without  further  examination,  I  believe  the  most  feasible  plan  for  the 
contemplated  improvement  is  that  of  slack-water  navigation,  with  a  tow- 
path  upon  the  most  favorable  side  of  the  river,  except  in  some  places, 
where  it  will  be  advisable  to  construct  short  lines  of  canal. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WARD  B.  BURNETT, 
Resident  Engineer  III.  and  Mich.  CanaL 
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Chicago,  Oct.  25,  1837. 
To  the  Board  of  Commisioneks 

of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 

Gentlemen:  Having  passed  over  the  line  of  the  canal  from  Chicago  to  Peru, 
and  obtained,  through  your  chief  engineer,  a  knowledge  of  the  plans  of  the  intended 
works  of  art,  as  proposed  by  him,  as  also  the  various  plans  intended  to  be  pur- 
sued in  the  execution  of  the  very  expensive  parts  of  the  excavation,  and  security 
of  certain  points, — I  now  take  pleasure  in  complying  with  your  request  in  an- 
swering various  questions  in  relation  to  the  work. 

1st.  Will  a  guard-lock  be  necessary  at  Chicago  river1?  I  do  not  think  I  should 
build  any  guard-lock.  If  I  understand  this  case  correctly,  the  use  of  a  guard- 
lock  would  be  to  shut  out  the  water  from  the  lake. 

If,  as  a  precaution  for  safety,  to  guard  any  part  of  the  30  miles  summit,  it 
should  not  be  so  far  distant  from  the  locks  at  Lockport.  The  mile  or  two  next 
to  and  above  the  locks  at  Lockport,  is  the  only  place  where  any  breach  can 
happen  in  this  level,  and  that  can  be  secured  better  than  by  a  guard-lock  so  far 
off  as  30  miles.  There  are  various  plans  for  securing  against  any  breach  in  the 
embankment  at  Lockport,  such  as  the  following:  Select  a  place  of  rock  cutting 
about  10  feet  deep,  as  near  to  Lockport  as  can  be  found,  where  the  rock  lays 
close,  and  as  few  fissures  as  possible  — contract  the  canal  to  30  or  35  feet  thus: 

Tow-path. 


Canal 


and  leave  a  block  of  rock,  as  at  a,  ten  or  twelve  feet  high — cut  the  face  c  c  with 
care,  and  place  in  gates,  in  the  manner  as  described  to  me  by  Mr.  Talcott,  and 
intended  by  the  chief  engineer,  Mr.  Gooding.  These,  if  properly  fixed  to  rest  on 
the  bottom  until  raised,  will  be  ample  security,  and  can  be  attended  to  instantly 
upon  any  appearance  of  a  breach.  Wickets  should  be  made  in  one  of  the  gates, 
and  a  timber  may  be  thrown  across  for  the  top  of  the  gates  to  rest  against,  if  ne- 
cessary. If  the  Board  do  not  choose  to  make  the  gates,  a  heavy  timber  of  15  in- 
ches square,  laid  across,  and  plank  4  inches  thick  put  down  on  the  bottom  of  the 
canal,  at  an  angle  of  45°,  with  a  little  straw  and  fine  stuff  placed  above,  would 
stop  the  water  in  2  hours. 

A  waste-weir  has  been  projected  of  500  feet  long,  at  some  proper  point,  (say 
where  the  rock  cutting  is  about  4  feet,)  and  build  good  masonry  with  water  ce- 
ment upon  this  rock,  to  the  top  water  line;  and  in  order  to  have  additional  security, 
I  would  have  a  number  of  gates  placed  in  the  masonry,  that  could  be  raised, 
and  let  out  water  very  rapidly  at  pleasure. 

The  value  of  the  water-power  at  Lockport  will  be  in  demand  as  soon  as  the 
water  is  in  the  canal;  and  to  prevent  breaking  the  bank  to  take  out  water,  I  would 
advise  that  a  water  cement  wall  be  built,  with  the  stone  excavated  from  the  canal, 
founded  on  the  rock,  and  carried  up  with  a  batter  of  one  inch  to  the  foot;  and  at 
every  60  or  80  or  100  feet,  I  would  insert  a  cast-iron  frame  of  various  sizes,  say 
some  of  24  inches  square,  20,  18,  12,  or  any  other  size,  I  supposed  would  be  re- 
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quired,  and  these  being  placed  at  2  feet  or  more  above  the  bottom  of  canal,  and 
masonry  extended  behind  10  or  20  feet  as  you  please,  and  a  gate  fitted  to  each. 
I  should  do  the  same  thing  at  Juliet,  where,  if  1  have  not  mistaken  the  information 
obtained,  the  State  holds  control  of  all  the  water-power  on  the  river.  This  will 
permit  you  to  sell  water-power  at  any  point,  and  in  such  quantities  as  may  be 
wanted,  and  the  purchaser  has  nothing  to  do  but  erect  his  building  and  introduce 
his  water;  and  you  sell  the  water  by  the  inch  as  is  customary. 

This  wall,  with  the  earth  behind  it,  is  a  great  additional  security  to  the  bank, 
and  the  Avater  is  more  desirable  from  this  security.  I  would  advise  also,  as  a 
precautionary  security,  the  leaving  a  bar  of  earth  at  Chicago  river,  of  30  feet 
wide;  and  when  the  water  is  let  into  the  canal,  I  would  only  take  away  25  or  30 
feet  wide.  I  would  not  fill  the  summit  level  with  the  water  from  the  Chicago, 
but  let  it  fill  slowly  from  other  streams,  before  I  broke  this  bar  of  earth;  this  can 
be  removed  by  a  dredger. 

2d.  Will  a  slope  wall  be  necessary  through  the  earth  excavation  of  the  sum- 
mit? 

If  the  earth  proves  to  be  all  of  the  quality  of  section  No.  1,  and  others  J  have 
seen,  I  would  on  no  account  have  a  slope  wall.  Such  wall,  below  the  surface  of  wa- 
ter, is  very  injurious  to  boats  if  they  strike  it;  and  if  any  wall  is  required,  it  can 
only  be  to  protect  the  bank  above  water,  and  that  can  be  made,  when  the1  water  is 
in  the  canal,  very  cheap. 

I  believe,  with  the  soil  in  this  cut,  vegetation  may  be  made  to  grow  upon  it, 
and  then  the  frost  and  rains  will  not  disturb  it  much,  and  no  wall  will  ever  be 
needed. 

3d.  Will  it  be  necessary  to  cut  down  the  towing-path? 

I  would  by  no  means  advise  cutting  down  the  towing-path;  only  add  50  to 
100  per  cent,  to  the  length  of  the  tow  rope,  through  the  earth  cutting,  and  the 
trackage  is  easy.  By  being  so  high,  the  horse  is  in  a  cooler  atmosphere,  and  is 
not  so  likely  to  be  thrown  into  the  canal  at  the  rock  excavation.  The  Board 
may  find  it  useful  to  make  places  in  the  rock  in  the  form  of  steps,  where  a  horse 
may  be  taken  out,  if  by  accident  he  should  be  thrown  in;  and  1  see  no  great  or 
even  any  important  benefit  by  cutting  down. 

4th.  Is  the  present  plan  of  drainage  a  judicious  one,  and  what  difficulty  may 
be  anticipated  from  water,  in  excavating  the  summit? 

The  greatest  difficulty  in  working  this  division,  is  the  water,  beginning  at 
Chicago  river,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  section  15.  If  I  have  understood 
the  plan  of  the  chief  engineer,  it  is  his  intention  to  have  a  large  ditch  outside  of 
the  s,poil-bank,  on  the  upper  or  southeast  side,  and  this  to  be  extended,  as  now 
partly  done,  to  the  south  branch  of  the  Chicago. 

It  may  perhaps  be  found  that  some  of  the  sections  near  the  Point  of  Oaks  do 
not  drain  freely  by  this  ditch;  if  so,  then  they  must  be  drained  across  the  canal. 
A.guard-bank  of  earth  must  be  raised  along  the  north  side,  to  keep  out  the  water 
from  the  Des  Plaines  river  and  from  the  prairie.  These  precautions  will  keep  out 
surface  water,  which  is  nearly  all  they  have  to  contend  with  on  this  part.  From 
the  Point  of  Oaks,  on  section  15,  to  section  45,  is  the  most  difficult  part  to  drain. 
Many  of  the  sections,  from  15  to  39,  will  drain  across  the  canal,  and  bank  out 
the  water  of  the  river  and  marsh  at  first,  in  pieces  or  parts  of  their  work. 

But  in  order  to  drain  this  part,  from  15  to  45,  effectually,  a  very  large  drain, 
nearly  or  quite  the  size  of  a  40  feet  canal,  should  be  cut,  from  section  42  or  43, 
and  extend  eastward  through  the  whole  Saganaskee  swamp,  to  Stoney  creek. 
This  must  be  cut  3  feet  at  the  canal,  and  8J  feet  deep  at  the  summit  of  the  swamp, 
5  miles  east  of  canal,  and  then  continue  7  or  8  miles  further,  before  it  will  find 
a  free  discharge;  the  water  having  so  far  to  run,  must  have  a  large  bed, as  there 
will  be  a  great  collection  of  water  in  heavy  rains. 


If  the  Board  could  feel  justified  in  laying  out  a  canal,  and  excavating  it  regu- 
larly, 26  feet  on  the  bottom,  it  would  not  do  more  than  taTte  off  the  land  water 
between  sections  15  and  45,  which  must  al!  pass  out  this  way.  unless  it  is  passed 
across  the  canal,  and  that  will  be  very  difficult  at  times;  and  at  finishing  the 
work,  a  large  and  regular  ditch  must  be  cut  on  the  upper  side  of  the  canal,  from 
section  15  to  the  proposed  ditch  in  the  Saganaskee  swamp.  This  must  be  outside 
of  the  spoil-bank,  a  guard-bank  placed  on  the  lower  side,  also  a  ditch  from  section 
45  to  section  42. 

I  cannot  urge  too  strongly  upon  the  Board  the  very  great  importance  of  hav- 
ing a  very  large  drain  through  the  Sag  swamp.  It  is  vitally  important  to  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  canal  successfully;  and  its  whole  cost,  if  made  as  I  have  recom- 
mended, will  be  saved  in  the  ease  with  which  the  water  will  be  taken  off  from  the 
work.  From  section  45  towards  Lockport,  a  drain  is  to  be  made;  the  upper  side 
is  now  going  on;  (this  is  right.)  I  have  been  particular  in  describing  all  these 
drains;  they  are,  however,  only  recapitulating  the  plans  of  your  engineers,  ex- 
cept as  to  size,  and  which  1  think  judicious. 

5th.  Are  the  contract  prices  for  the  work,  as  let  on  the  canal,  sufficient  to 
finish  it? 

I  think  all  the  contracts  I  have  noticed  are  let  at  what  I  should  consider  very 
high  prices.  It  is  true  that  I  ought  not  to  compare  prices  given  for  work  in  the 
Atlantic  States  wilh  this,  because  of  the  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  labor  and 
provisions  here;  as  to  the  latter,  it  will  be  growing  better  yearly,  and  so  will  the 
p'-ice  of  labor  be  reduced  before  the  completion  of  this  work.  If  contractors 
cannot  sustain  themselves  with  their  contracts,  it  will  be  for  want  of  good 
management. 

6th.  "  The  size  of  the  locks  proposed  for  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  is 
18  by  110  feet  in  the  chamber.  Do  you  think  this  the  proper  size  of  locks  for 
this  work?" 

I  do  not  think  I  can  suggest  any  improvement  in  the  size  of  the  locks;  it  is  the 
best  possible.  It  will  carry  a  boat  with  150  tons  of  lading  if  required.  The  loca- 
tion of  the  locks  at  Lockport  I  think  very  judicious  and  good;  and  the  plan  of  en- 
tering the  Des  Plaines  above  Juliet  I  think  right,  after  making  dam  No.  1  on 
State  property  above  the  present  village  of  Juliet,  and  passing  down  to  dam  No.  2. 
I  should  then,  in  both  cases,  make  my  lift-lock  walls  so  high  as  to  be  a  guard- 
lock.  I  should  only  have  two  dams  at  Juliet.  The  line  is  then  plain  to  the  Du 
Page,  and  passes  that  river  on  an  acqueduct,  and  then  passing  over  pretty  fair 
ground  till  we  reach  the  Kankakee  bluffs.  In  my  examination  of  these  bluffs, 
which  have  been  considered  as  presenting  great  difficulties.  I  think  your  engi- 
neer has  proposed  locating  his  line  well  and  skilfully,  in  keeping  so  far  from  the 
hills  as  to  give  it  a  chance  to  slip  without  coming  into  his  canal.  I  do  not  believe 
there  will  be  any  difficulties  which  will  not  be  easily  overcome.  Around  these 
bluffs  your  engineer  has  estimated  a  much  larger  quantity  of  slope  wall  than  I 
should  use  in  that  work;  (perhaps  I  maybe  wrong.)  Passing  on,  the  canal  is  to 
cross  the  Au  Sable  river,  in  a  pool  formed  by  a  dam,  requiring  a  guard-lock  on 
lower  side.  The  line  pursues  a  plain  route  of  good  location  to  Fox  river,  over 
which  it  is  to  pass  by  an  aqueduct.  The  plan  of  the  aqueduct,  if  built  of  wood  upon 
stone  piers,  is  all  right,  and  the  location  cannot  be  improved. 

Here  it  is  proposed  to  take  a  feeder  from  Fox  river,  about  four  miles  in  length. 
After  examining  the  ground  on  the  two  lines  run  on  west  side,  in  company  with 
the  chief  engineer,  I  should  give  my  opinion  that  the  short  line  with  the  deep 
cutting  ought  to  be  adopted. 

If  hydraulic  power  can  be  obtained  at  Ottawa,  through  a  branch  canal  to  be  made 
for  the  accomodation  of  the  village,  and  to  lock  down  into  the  Illinois.  I  would 
locate  it  at  right  angles  with  the  main  stem;  and  as  soon  as  I  left  the  main  line,  I 
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would  lock  down  5  or  6  feet  to  the  level  of  the  plain,  and  carry  that  level  through 
at  any  poini  between  Clinton  and  Fulton  streets,  making  large  basins  one  or  two 
blocks  north  of  the  land  now  sold  and  occupied.  After  bringing  the  canal  to  the 
line  of  the  street,  below  all  property  sold  by  the  State,  I  would  carry  a  mill  canal 
along  the  south  side  of  the  street  towards  Fox  river,  and  place  cotton,  woollen,  or 
other  factories  requiring  steady  power,  below  this  canal,  giving  them  15  or  16 
feet  herd  and  fall;  then  leaving  a  space  of  200  feet  (more  or  less,)  I  would  have 
canal  No.  2,  parallel  to  the  other;  and  on  this,  I  would  sell  water-power  for  works 
not  requiring  steady  power. 

The  line  then,  after  passing  over  good  ground  for  many  miles,  reaches  Camp 
rock  and  Pecumsagan,  and  Little  Vermilion,  all  which  it  passes  very  well;  and 
although  some  little  expense  will  be  required  in  lining  and  puddling  the  porous 
rock  and  earth,  there  is  no  doubt  the  location  is  well  made. 

In  relation  to  the  termination  by  a  steamboat  canal  and  basin  of  large  capaci- 
ty, together  with  a  canal  boat  basin  between  the  two  locks,  I  think  the  whole  plan 
is  excellent,  in  relation  to  the  business  of  the  canal  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
State,  and  I  do  not  think  I  can  suggest  any  improvement. 

If  I  should  make  any  remark  in  relation  to  the  work  and  plans  upon  this  ca- 
nal, it  will  be  to  substitute  stone  aqueducts  in  place  of  wood  over  Fox  river,  Du 
Page.Vermilion,  and  other  smaller  streams,  where  wooden  trunks  have  been  pro- 
posed, more  particularly  Fox,  Vermilion,  and  Du  Page;  these  being  large  and 
important  works  of  art,  they  ought  to  be  built  with  stone  arches,  if  stone  of  good 
quality  can  be  obtained. 

I  see  there  is  difficulty  in  finding  good  durable  stone  in  the  country.  I  saw 
some  good  ones  about  Peru,  and  perhaps  the  same  strata  may  be  found  in  the 
hills  at  or  near  Ottawa.  I  would  by  no  means  advise  to  build  of  bad  stone.  A 
wooden  trunk,  upon  stone  piers  is  better  than  a  structure  of  stone  that  will  soon 
decompose. 

If  good  stone  for  the  cut  work,  and  particularly  the  arches,  could  be  found  50 
or  100  miles  below,  and  near  the  river,  they  could  not  be  very  expensive  to  trans- 
port at  a  proper  state  of  the  river;  all  the  stone  for  the  dead  work  might  be  found 
at  hand. 

If  your  Board  cannot  find  good  stone  for  locks,  it  will  be  very  unfortunate. 
These  structures  should  be  done  in  the  best  manner,  and  laid  with  the  best  of  wa- 
ter lime.     I  shall  send  Mr  Gooding  a  sketch  of  the  latest  improvements  in  locks. 

I  presume  it  will  be  some  time  before  the  Board  will  offer  contracts  for  locks, 
and  in  the  mean  time,  stone  of  good  quality  may  be  found,  it  is  to  be  hoped. 

In  reviewing  the  whole  line  of  this  proposed  canal,  the  location  of  it  and  the 
plans  proposed  to  overcome  all  the  difficulties,  I  cannot  award  too  much  praise  to 
your  engineer.  He  has  shown  skill  and  sound  judgment  in  every  part  of  the  line, 
and  I  do  not  think  the  plans  he  has  laid  down  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work  can 
be  improved  upon  or  made  better  with  the  materials  so  far  discovered. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Gentlemen,  vour  obedient, 

BENJ.  WRIGHT. 
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Lockport,  Illinois, 

November  28,  1837. 
To  Win.  Gooding,  Esq. 

Chief  Engineer  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  you  the  data,  map,  and  estimates  of 
the  survey  of  the  Saganaskee  swamp — Grassy  lake — Stoney  creek — and  the 
Calumet  river,  to  the  State  line,  made  by  my  party  under  your  instructions  in 
July  last,  with  reference  to  the  proposed  connection  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan 
canal  with  the  Michigan  and  Erie  canal  of  Indiana. 

Agreeably  to  your  directions,  the  survey  was  commenced  at  the  mouth  of 
Stoney  creek,  upon  the  Calumet  river,  and  continued  up  that  stream  to  the 
State  line,  with  a  view  of  locating  as  high  a  dam  near  the  point  of  com- 
mencement as  the  nature  of  the  stream  and  its  banks  would  permit,  in 
order  to  create  a  pool  for  canal  boat  navigation  from  the  State  line  to  said 
dam,  as  well  as  to  enable  us  to  pass  the  summit  of  the  Saganaskee  swamp, 
with  the  waters  of  the  Calumet,  upon  the  line  of  the  proposed  Illinois  and 
Indiana  canal,  with  the  least  possible  cutting.  This  line  of  river  and  ca- 
nal navigation  completes  the  proposed  connection  within  the  limits  of 
the  State. 

When  the  survey  was  made,  the  streams  were  very  much  swollen  by 
rains,  and  I  was  informed  that  the  Calumet  was  seldom,  if  ever,  known  to 
be  higher  than  at  that  time.  The  distance  by  the  left  bank  of  the  Calu- 
met river,  from  the  point  at  which  the  dam  was  afterwards  located  to  the 
State  line,  was  found  to  be  about  twelve  miles ;  which  will  be  lessened  by 
the  plan  of  improvement  to  eleven  and  a  half  miles,  by  clearing  and 
changing  the  direction  of  that  bank.  The  surface  of  water  at  the  mouth 
of  Stoney  creek  was  found  to  be  0.820  below.  The  base  line  of  level  was 
assumed  at  11.500  above  the  bottom  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  at 
lake  Michigan,  or  5.500  above;  the  lowest  surface  of  the  lake  at  the  pro- 
posed site  for  dam,  0.500  below;  at  the  old  Indian  ford,  2.087  above;  at 
the  State  line,  5.772  above ;  and  at  a  point  above  Gibson's  bridge,  and 
about  two  and  one-third  miles,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  7.867  above.  The 
banks  of  this  river  are  very  uniformly  about  8.500  above,  so  that  in  Indiana, 
above  where  one  level  line  terminated,  they  were  overflown  by  the  ihgh 
stage  of  water  to  a  very  great  extent. 

These  examinations  made,  the  site  of  the  dam  was  located  about  sixty 
chains  above  the  mouth  of  Stoney  creek,  as  indicated  upon  the  accompa- 
nying maps,  and  its  height  placed  at  4.000  above,  that  being  considered 
the  highest  that  could  be  safely  adopted  with  reference  to  the  foregoing 
levels,  and  the  low  nature  of  the  banks  of  the  Calumet,  and  much  of  the 
surrounding  country.  The  width  of  the  river  at  this  point  was  found  to  be 
295  feet  from  bank  to  bank;  and  the  average  depth  of  a  cross  section  of 
the  stream,  to  the  base  of  the  foundation  for  the  proposed  dam,  was  fixed 
at  seven  feet;  so  that  the  average  height  of  the  dam  (which  has  been  as- 
sumed at  4.000  feet  above  the  base  line,)  will  be  11.5  feet.  The  foundation 
is  gravelly  and  probably  based  upon  a  bed  of  lime  rock. 

A  dam  of  this  height  will  elevate  the  surface  of  the  river,  at  the  State 
line,  to  about  5.500  above,  at  the  lowest  stages  of  the  water,  and  to  about 
6.500  above,  at  the  highest;  allowing  one  and  a  half  inches  per  mlie  for 
back-water  during  the  lowest  stage,  and  two  and  a  half  inches  in  the 
highest. 
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The  right  bank  of  the  river  is  the  most  uniform,  being  indented  with 
but  few  sloughs,  as  its  drainage  runs  chiefly  into  the  Big  Calumet,  which 
lie:;  directly  behind  and  parallel  to  it,  whilst  the  left  bank  is  broken  by 
many,  requiring  embankment  and  tow-path  bridges.  It  is  believed,  how- 
ever, that  the  expense  of  tow-path  bridges  to  cross  the  Calumet  above 
and  near  the  dam,  and  to  recross,  as  would  be  advisable  in  the  first  case 
before  reaching  the  State  line — and  the  additional  expense  of  grubbing 
upon  that  bank,  together  with  the  fact  that  the  tow-path  would  then  be 
upon  the  least  productive  side  of  the  river,  are  considerations  that  will  jus- 
tify its  location  upon  the  left  bank,  at  the  expense  included  in  the  accom- 
panying estimate. 

In  the  location  of  the  Illinois  and  Indiana  canal,  but  one  route  was 
adopted,  except  for  a  short  distance,  in  crossing  from  the  Calumet  to  the 
valley  of  Stoney  creek,  for  which  distance  two  routes  have  been  estimated. 
The  shortest  leaves  the  river  34.72  chains  above  the  dam — the  longest 
18  chains  above,  and  they  both  unite  at  station  19  of  the  longest  line,  at 
distances  of  47.07  chains,  and  57  chains,  respectively,  from  the  river.  A 
guard-lock  has  been  estimated,  for  either  case,  where  these  lines  leave  the 
river.  The  first  line  is,  including  16.72  chains  river  navigation,  26.65 
chains  shorter  than  the  last.  From  the  junction  of  these  two  routes  near 
Rexford's  bridge,  the  line  follows  up  the  right  bank  of  Stoney  creek, 
passing  eastward  of  Lane's  island,  and  to  the  left  of  Grassy  lake,  (an  ex- 
pansion of  Stoney  creek)  to  the  Saganaskee  swamp,  over  which  it  then 
runs  from  a  point  of  Lane's  island  to  the  mouth  of  Paddock's  brook,  the 
main  tributary  of  Stoney  creek;  thence  continuing  about  65  chains,  to 
the  Calumet  and  Des  Plaines  summit  of  the  Saganaskee  swamp,  it  follows 
the  depression  of  said  swamp,  which  descends  almost  uniformly  to  the  line 
of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  with  which  it  connects,  by  a  lockage  of 
11.25  feet,  at  the  distance  of  15  miles  and  60  chains  from  the  point  of  com- 
mencement. In  construction  and  at  a  more  favorable  season,  the  line 
may  be  straightened,  and  made  somewhat  shorter,  by  throwing  it  further 
from  the  shore  into  Grassy  lake.  The  dimensions  adopted  for  the  canal 
were  twenty-six  feet  bottom,  and  forty  feet  at  top  water  line — four  feet 
deep — slopes  of  one  and  three-fourths  to  one.  No  declivity  has  been  al- 
lowed. These  dimensions  are  those  proposed  for  that  portion  of  the  con- 
nection which  is  to  be  constructed  by  the  State  of  Indiana. 

The  bottom  of  Stoney  creek  at  the  outlet  of  Grassy  lake,  or  first  ripple 
of  Stoney  creek,  is  about  0.500  below;  the  Des  Plaines  and  Calumet  sum- 
mit of  the  Saganaskee  swamp,  as  the  line  is  located,  is  9.500  above;  and 
the  point  of  junction  with  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  is  about  3.25 
above. 

A  second  route  was  examined,  diverging  from  the  first,  at  station  41, 
and  following  a  deep  slough  to  the  old  Sag  bridge,  westward  of  Lane's 
island,  thence  descending  that  branch  of  the  Saganaskee  swamp  which 
receives  its  water  from  Bachelor's  grove  &c,  (tributary  to  Stoney  creek,) 
it  unites  with  it  again  at  station  296,  near  the  summit  of  the  first  line. 
This  route  would  give  us  a  second  summit  to  pass,  that  is  higher  than 
the  first,  with  rock  cutting  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  whilst  the  dis- 
tance saved  would  not  much  exceed  one  mile. 

The  exavation  of  the  line  adopted  is  estimated  to  contain  hardened 
clay,  but  no  more  rock,  it  is  believed,  will  be  met  with  than  is  included  in 
the  small  item  of  the  accompanying  estimate.     It  should  be  stated,  how- 
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ever,  that  on  account  of  the  great  depth  of  water  upon  the  Saganaskee 
swamp,  at  the  period  of  the  survey,  it  was  not  possible  to  test  the  nature 
of  the  excavation,   from  the  summit  to  the   turnpike,  in  a  conclusive 
manner. 
All  of  which  is  very  respectfully  submitted  by  j 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WARD  B.  BURNETT. 


Estimate  of  the  stone  work  of  abutments,  guard-lock,  SfC,  is  estimated^ 
upon  the  ground  that  the  stone  may  be  transported  upon  the  prism  of  the 
canal Jilted  with  the  drainage  of  the  country,  from  the  vicinity  of  the 
Illinois  and  Michigan  canal. 

For  the  dam  across  the  Calumet  river       $16,839  82 
2,000  cubic  yards,  guard-bank,  at  20  cents  400  00 

30,000  cubic  yards  tow-path  embankment,  at 

20  cents  -  -  -   •         -  6,000  00 

10,000  cubic  yards  excavation  and  clearing  of 

bank  at,  25  cents  -  -  2,600  00 

260  feet  tow-path  bridges  of  30  feet  span 

and  less,at$;2  the  foot  run  -  520  00 

510  feet  tow-path  bridges  over  30  feet  span, 

at  $2  75  -  -  -  -         1,402  50 

840  feet  timber  for  seven  4  feet  drains,  at  10 

cents        -  -  -  -  84  00 

30  chains  first  class  grubbing,   at  $10  00  300  00 

76  chains  second  class  grubbing  at  $6  00  456  00 

142  chains  third   class   grubbing,  at  $3  00  426  00 

For  the  proposed  improvement  of  the 
Calumet  river        ... 

For^  548,31 1.90  cubic  yards,  excavation  for  ca- 
nal (including  hardened  clay),  at  30  cents 

For  5,768.S0  cubic  yards  rock  excavation,  at  90 
cents       ----- 

For  1 1.25  feet  lockage,  at  $25  per  foot  lift 

For  one  guard  lock,  gates,  &c. 

For  two  waste-weirs  and  tow-path  bridges 

For  three  road  bridges  (one  for  turnpike) 

For  construction  of  Illinois  and  Indiana  canal  231,034  41 


28,928  32 

$164,493  57 

5,191  92 
28.125  00 
S,691  25 
1,975  00 
1,650  00 

Estimated  aggregate  expense            -             -  259,962  73 

Add  ten  per  cent,  for  contingencies              -  25,996  27 

Total 285,959  00 

For  shortest  line   if  adopted  to  Stoney  creek, 
from  Calumet  river,  16,743.26  cubic  yards 

additional,  at  25  cents      -            -  4,185  81 

$290,144  81 


III.  Legis.  )  H.  R.  (  11th  AsseiM. 


APPROPRIATION  TO  COUNTIES,  &c. 


January  2,  1839. 

Read,  aud  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Smith,  of  Wabash,  from  tho  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements? 
made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  which  was  referred  a  bill  for 
"An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  counties  therein  named,''''  report  the  same 
back  to  the  House,  and  recommend  its  rejection  fcr  the  following  reasons: 

1st.  That  $200,000  appropriated  by  the  fifteenth  division  of  the  eigh- 
teenth section  of  the  internal  improvement  act,  to  be  distributed  to  the 
several  counties  through  which  no  railroad  or  canal  was  authorized  by  that 
act  to  be  constructed,  is  vested  in  the  original  counties  intended  by  said 
act  to  receive  the  same,  and  cannot  justly  be  withdrawn  from  them,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  for  the  purpose  of  being  granted  to  other  counties. 

2d.  That  new  counties,  which  have  been  formed,  since  the  passage  of 
said  act,  out  of  counties  originally  entitled  to  receive  a  distributive  share 
of  this  appropriation,  should  claim  their  proportionate  share  of  the  amounts 
received  or  receivable  by  the  original  county  out  of  which  they  have  been 
formed. 

3d.  That  counties,  which  have  been  separated  from  original  counties 
through  which  railroads  or  canals  were  authorized  to  be  constructed,  have 
so  separated  in  their  own  wrong,  and  cannot  now  claim  the  right  of  re- 
ceiving a  distributive  share  of  the  original  appropriation,  and  thereby 
lessen  the  amount  intended  by  the  act  to  be  paid  to  other  counties. 

The  committee  express  no  opinion  as  to  the  justice  or  expediency  of 
the  counties  named  in  the  bill  being  entitled  to  claim  an  appropriation 
similar  to  that  granted  in  the  above  recited  act  to  other  counties  similarly 
situated  as  to  the  location  of  the  public  works,  but  confine  their  objec- 
tions to  the  features  of  the  present  bill,  which  require  payments  to  be 
made  to  them  out  of  moneys  which  the  committee  entertain  the  opinion 
arc  now  already  appropriated  and  vested  in  other  counties. 


Ill.Legis.)  H.    R.  S  UtH  AsSEM' 


FUGITIVE  SLAVES. 


January  5,  1839. 

Read,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed  until  the  14th  January. 


Mr.  Fisk,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judicary,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  a  communication 
from  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  relative  to  a  correspondence  between  the. 
Governor  of  Georgia  and  the  Governor  of  Maine,  upon  the  refusal  of  the 
Governor  of  Maine  to  deliver  up  Daniel  Pkilbrookand  Edward  Kelleram, 
citizensof  'the  Slate  of  Maine,  and  fugitives  from  justice — being  charged 
with  the  secret  and  felonious  abduction,  from  the  city  of  Savannah,  of  a 
negro  slave  named  Atticus,  the  property  of  James  and  Henry  Sagurs, 
report: 

That  said  committee  have  given  the  subject  all  the  attention  which  might 
be  expected  from  the  nature  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  said  cor- 
respondence, and  wojld  express  a  deep  regret  that  any  attempt  should 
ever  be  made  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  free  States  ^  to  interfere, 
in  any  manner  whatever,  with  the  rights  of  the  citizsns  of  the  slavehold- 
ing  States.  Said  committee  consider  the  holding  of  slaves  as  a  constitu- 
tional privilege,  guarantied  to  the  slaveholding  Stales  by  the  articles  of 
confederation,  and  that  any  attempt  by  the  free  States  to  interfere  with 
the  rights  of  the  slaveholder  would  be  a  violation  of  a  right  which  ought 
to  be  held  as  sacred  as  any  other  portion  of  the  Constitution.  Said  com- 
mittee look  upon  the  cause  of  the  abolitionist  as  one  that  is  carried  on 
through  the  intemperate  zeal  of  misguided  philanthropists;  and,  while 
their  professed  object  is  to  ameliorate  or  better  the  condition  of  a  portion 
of  the  human  family,  the  means  which  they  adopt  are  calculated  to  lead 
to  an  entirely  different  result. 

It  is  not  the  intention  or  desire  of  this  committee  to  say  any  thing  that 
might  wound  the  feelings  of  any  of  our  fellow-citizens,  but  only  to  express 
a  deep  regret  that  such  questions  should  be  agitated  to  distract  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  the  nation.  Said  committee  would  not  desire  to  condemn 
the  State  of  Maine  as  a  State  willing  and  disposed  to  encourage  a  policy 
which  ought  to  be  viewed  as  a  moral  and  political  pestilence,  (which,  if 
encouraged  and  suffered  to  go  unchecked,  would,  in  its  tendency,  spread 
devastation  and  ruin  over  the  land,)  until  the  Executive  of  that  State  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  explain  the  course  which  he  has  seen  cause  to 
pursue.     To  prevent  any  undue  excitement  of  the  people  of  the  south, 


and  to  save  their  feelings  from  being  wantonly  outraged  from  any  of  the 
misguided  fanatics  of  the  north  who  might  be  determined,  in  defiance  of 
sound  policy  and  the  dictates  of  honest  patriotism,  and  of  the  principles  of 
constitutional  law,  to  keep  up  an  excitcmcntin  relation  to  a  certain  species 
of  property,  with  which  no  interference  from  the  free  States  ought  to 
be  encouraged,  this  committee  would  respectfully  recommend  for  adoption 
the  following  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  refusal  of  the  Executive  of  any  State 
to  deliver  up,  or  cause  to  be  delivered  up,  upon  the  demand  of  the  Exec- 
utive of  any  other  State,  any  person  who  may  be  charged  with  the  com- 
mission of  a  crime  against  the  laws  of  the  latter  State,  and  shall  have  fled 
therefrom,  not  only  as  dangerous  to  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  in  general,  but  clearly  and  directly  in  violation  of  the  plain 
letter  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  is  in  the  following 
words,  to  wit:  "A  person  charged  in  any  State  with  treason,  felony,  or 
other  crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice  and  be  found  in  another  State, 
shall,  on  demand  of  the  Executive  authority  of  the  State  from  which  he 
fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the  State  having  jurisdiction  of  the 
crime." 

2.  Resolved,  That  each  State,  as  a  member  of  this  confederacy,  by  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  became  a  party  thereto,  no  less  for 
the  better  protection  of  their  own  than  the  common  rights  and  interests 
of  all;  and  as  such  membeis  of  the  confederacy,  a  free  State  or  its  citi- 
zens ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  property  of  slaveholding  States;  which 
property  has  been  guarantied  unto  them  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  and  without  such  guaranty,  this  Union,  perhaps,  would  never  have 
been  formed. 


III.  Legis.    >  H.  R.  (    11th  Assem. 


ALBION  AND    GRAYVILLE  RAILROAD. 


January  2,  1839. 

Read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 


Mr.  Smith  of  Wabash,  from  the  Committee  on   Internal  Improvements, 
made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  which  was  referred  a  bill  for 
"An  act  to  incorporate  the  Albion  and  Grayville  Railroad  Company" 
report : 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  it  is  inexpedient  for  the  Legis- 
lature to  authorize  corporations  or  individuals  to  construct  railroads  or 
canals  calculated  to  come  into  direct  competition  with  similar  works  now 
in  a  course  of  construction  under  the  State  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment. It  is  well  known  that  there  exists  an  honest  difference  of  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  policy  and  probable  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  State 
works;  and,  therefore,  the  committee  deem  it  unwise  for  the  Legislature, 
in  the  infancy  of  the  system,  to  abstract,  from  any  portion  of  her  own  pub- 
lic works,  the  profits  and  receipts  upon  which  the  friends  and  advocates 
of  the  system  have  predicated  their  support  of  it,  and  thus  impair  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  its  ultimate  success. 

The  committee  are  free  to  admit  that  there  may  be  extreme  cases  in 
which,  in  the  adoption  of  the  State  system,  the  wants  of  some  portions  of 
the  people  have  been  unavoidably  left  unprovided  for,  which  might  justify 
a  departure  from  this  salutary  rule  of  legislative  action.  In  the  case,  how- 
ever, now  under  consideration,  the  country  proposed  to  be  accommodated 
by  the  railroad  mentioned  in  the  bill  is  already  provided  for  in  the  system, 
and  the.  State  improvement  is  in  a  state  of  forwardness  approximating  to 
completion. 

The  committee  would  take  this  occasion  to  draw  a  marked  distinction 
between  the  construction,  by  companies,  of  lateral  branches  of  railroads 
from  the  interior  to  intersect  the  State  improvements,  and  thereby  throw 
trade  and  travel  upon  the  latter,  and  those  works  calculated  to  withdraw 
the  business  from  the  main  lines,  and  thus  reduce  the  revenue  which  the 
State  would  otherwise  receive. 


.       •  2 

It  is  true  that  there  is  a  provision  in  the  hill  under  consideration,  reserv- 
ing to  the  State  the  privilege  of  purchasing  the  road  under  certain  restric- 
tions. But  as  objections  are  urged  against  the  State  system  on  account 
of  its  magnitude  and  probable  cost,  it  seems  to  the  committee  that  the 
granting  of  charters  at  present,  with  the  view  of  augmenting  this  objection, 
would  be  impolitic. 

The  committee,  entertaining  these  views  of  the  subject,  do,  on  general 
principles  of  State  policy  alone,  and  not  with  any  hostility  to  this  par- 
ticular bill,  report  the  same  back  to  the  House,  and  recommend  its  rejec- 
tion. / 


III.  Legis.    \  H    R'  JUthAssem. 


RAILROAD— DES   MOINES   RAPIDS. 


January  12,  1839. 
Read,  and  concurred  in. 


Mr.  Smith  of  Wabash,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements, 
made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  which  was  referred  a  resolution 
instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  constructing  a  railroad 
from  the  head  of  the  Des  Moines  rapids  to  the  intersection  of  the  Peoria  and 
Warsaw  railroad,  report: 

That  they  have  had  the  subject  under  their  consideration;  and  upon 
the  investigation  of  the  probable  amount  of  business  which  would  be 
done  upon  the  proposed  improvement,  and  the  public  accommodation  to 
result  from  its  construction,  its  importance  cannot  be  questioned.  The 
Des  Moines  rapids,  for  several  months  in  the  year,  present  a  very  formi- 
dable barner  to  the  navigation,  and  render  a  portage  round  them,  for  the 
immense  trade  of  the  river,  indispensably  necessary.  As  the  trade  on 
the  river  must  rapidly  increase  with  the  settlement  of  the  country  drained 
by  this  great  river  and  its  tributaries,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  this  im- 
portant portage  will  continue  long  to  be  overcome  in  the  expensive  man- 
ner it  now  is,  but  that  the  public  convenience  will  demand  a  railroad  or 
canal  either  in  Illinois  or  Iowa. 

The  committee,  however,  are  unwilling,  notwithstanding  the  great 
importance  of  this  work,  to  recommend  its  construction  by  the  State  at 
present;  but  they  will  express  their  belief  that  it  is  one  of  numerous 
cases,  in  which  the  concentration  of  individual  capital  may  very  properly 
be  authorized  by  the  Legislature  to  effect  the  object,  reserving  to  the 
Sta'e  the  privilege  of  purchasing  the  improvement,  whenever,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Legislature,  the  public  good  requires  it  to  be  done.  The 
work  does  not,  in  any  manner,  conflict  with  the  State  works,  but  on  the 
contrary  is  calculated  to  throw  trade  on  the  latter. 

They  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject  so  far  as  it  is  proposed  to  construct  the  work  by  the  State. 


III.  Legis.    f  rl.  ri.  \  11th    _^ssem> 


REPORT 


THE    BOARD    OF    PUBLIC    WORKS, 


To  the  survey  of  a  route  from  Charleston,  through  the  seat  of  justice  of  Clark 
county,  to  the  Wabash  river. 


January  11,  1839. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements. 


To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  following  order  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
missioners of  Public  Works,  to  wit: 

"Mr.  Alexander,  Commissioner  of  the  fourth  judicial  circuit,  submitted 
to  the  Board  his  report,  aud  accompanying  documents,  of  the  survey 
made  in  compliance  with  the  requisition  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  in 
ternal  improvement  law;  which  were  read,  and,  on  motion, 

"Ordered,  That  the  Board  decline  giving. any  opinion  on  the  question, 
whether  a  turnpike  or  railroad  would  be  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  points  designated  in  said  survey,  and  the  country  through 
which  the  same  may  pass;  and  that  the  report  of  the  said  Commissioner, 
and  all  the  accompanying  documents,  be  submitted  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, that  they  may  make  such  decision  on  the  subject  as  they  deem  best; 
and  that,  they  be  requested  to  make  an  appropriation  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  making  the  same  survey:" 

I  herewith  transmit  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  fourth  judi- 
cial circuit,  together  with  the  accompanying  documents,  made  in  com- 
pliance with  the  requisition  of  the  seventh  section  of  the  internal  im- 
provement law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  PRENTISS, 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works, 


To  the  Commissioners  , 

of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois: 

The  seventh  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  and  main- 
tain a  general  system  of  internal  improvement,"  makes  it  the  duty  of 
the  acting  Commissioner  of  the  fourth  judicial  circuit  to  cause  to  be  sur- 
veyed a  route  for  a  railroad  commencing  at  Charleston,  in  Coles  county, 
and  running  through  the  county  scat  of  Clark  county  to  the  most  eligi- 
ble point  on  the  Wabash  river  between  York  and  the  point  where  the 
line  dividing  the  State-  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  leaves  the  river.  In  com- 
pliance with  the  requisitions  of  the  law,  I  organized  an  engineering  party 
the  latter  part  of  August  for  that  service,  and  all  the  necessary  prepara- 
tions were  made,  and  the  pari.y  were  at  Charleston,  ready  to  commence 
the  survey,  hut  owing  to  every  member  of  the  party  being  taken  sick, 
the  service  was  postponed  until  about  the  9th  day  of  October,  when  the 
examination  of  the  country  between  Charleston  and  Marshall,  the  county 
seat  of  Clark  county,  was  commenced.  After  running  several  lines,  one 
was  adopted  as  the  most  favorable,  but  so  far  from  a  direct  line  as  to 
increase  the  distance  between  the  two  points  considerably.  Two  points 
having  been  spoken  of  as  possessing  claims  to  the  termination  of  the  said 
survey  on  the  river,  I  directed  a  survey  to  be  made  to  each  point,  and 
the  comparative  claims  of  each  presented  by  way  of  estimated  cost,  &c; 
both  of  which  have  been  run,  and  a  profile  and  estimate  of  each  here- 
with submitted.  From  all  the  information  obtained  from  actual  survey 
and  examination  of  the  country,  as  well  as  from  the  general  wants  of  the 
community,  as  also  their  expressed  desires  on  the  subject,  so^far  as  I 
am  possessed  of  them,  I  would  recommend  a  turnpike  road  as  far  prefer- 
able to  a  railroad;  and  from  a  conviction  of  the  correctness  of  that  con- 
clusion, I  proceeded  to  have  a  survey  and  estimates  made  for  such  a  road. 
You  will  see  by  reference  to  the  estimates  of  the  engineer,  that,  in  point 
of  economy  in  building,  the  saving  will  be  considerable,  and  it  will,  no 
doubt,  to  a  much  greater  extent,  subserve  the  public  interest. 

Notwithstanding  the  undersigned  was  required  to  make  the  above 
named  survey,  yet  the  Legislature  had  omitted  to  make  an  appropriation 
for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  same.  The  only  alter- 
native, therefore,  was  to  omit  a  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  the 
Legislature  in  making  the  survey,  or  furnish  the  means  of  doing  it  my- 
self, and  trusting  to  the  future  action  of  the  Legislature  on  that  subject. 
The  latter  course  was  adopted,  and  I  would  now  ask  that  the  Board  bring 
the  subject  before  the  Legislature  for  their  action. 

The  amount  expended  in  the  survey  is  as  follows,  viz: 

For  outfit  of  party,  subsistence  and  way  expenses             -  $21S  22 

For  engineer's  compensation        -             -             -             -  284  28 

For  labor 301  91 

Total  amount     ,  -  -  -  -  -  -  804  41 

Which  will  appear  by   the  accompanying  vouchers.      All  of  which  is 
herewith  submitted. 
*  M.  K.  ALEXANDER, 

Commissioner. 
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Paris,  Illinois,  December  1,  1838. 
Milton  K.  Alexander,  Esq. 

Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Sir:  Your  instruction  "to  survey  a  route  for  a  railroad  and  also  for 
a  turnpike  from  Charleston,  in  Coles  county,  via  the  county  seat  oi'Clark 
county,  to  the  most  eligible  point  on  Wabash  river,  between  the  States 
of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  to  estimate  the  cost  of  constructing  the  same," 
have  been  complied  with;  and  in  relation  thereto,  I  now  respectfully 
report. 

The  first,  or  railroad  survey  was  commenced  at  the  proposed  depot, 
situated  on  the  Central  branch  railroad,  about  eight  hundred  feet  north- 
erly of  Charleston  court-house,  and  continued  on  a  direct  line  to  Mar- 
shall; but  the  country  proving  much  broken  on  Embarrass  river  and  its 
eastern  tributaries,  it  was  found  to  be  an  injudicious  location,  and  a 
second,  or  return  survey  was  made  northerly  of  the  direct  line  to  avoid 
the  broken  ground  at  the  forks  of  Mill  creek:  after  passing  which,  it  was 
continued  straight  to  Charleston,  and  the  country  found  more  favorable 
than  the  first,  but  it  was  yet  far  from  a  judicious  location;  the  principal 
objections  were  heavy  graduation  and  too  great  an  increase  of  distance. 
The  most  favorable  railroad  line  was  therefore  to  be  found  between  the 
two;  and,  after  examining  the  country  as  thorough  as  time  would  permit, 
the  approximate  location  was  made  direct  from  Charleston,  seven  de- 
grees northerly  of  the  first  line  for  twenty  miles  to  the  forks  of  Mill  creek, 
where  a  deflection  of  thirty-five  degrees  to  the  right  was  made,  and  the 
line  continued  direct  to  Marshall,  passing  on  the  northerly  side  of  the 
creek  and  nearly  parallel  with  it  for  about  three  miles,  where  it  crossed 
a  deep  valley  and  a  small  stream,  the  last  and  almost  only  obstruction 
between  the  forks  of  the  creek  and  Marshall.  From  Marshall,  two  ap- 
proximate surveys  were  made  to  Wabash  river,  the  first,  on  nearly  a 
direct  course  over  favorable  ground,  to  Aurora,  a  town  located  on  the 
fiver  about  two  miles  above  Darwin.  The  other  was  traced  from  the 
village  of  Darwin  to  Marshall  with  but  one  curve,  and  that  of  10,000 
feet  radius. 

Turnpike  Survey. 

The  railroad  lines  from  Marshall  to  Aurora,  and  Darwin,  are  adopted 
for  the  turnpike  locations,  as  time  would  not  allow  other  surveys  to  be 
made;  but  by  more  sinuous  lines  the  cost  of  construction  could  be  much 
reduced.  At  the  junction  of  the  National  road  and  Hamilton  stree',  in 
Marshall,  the  turnpike  survey  was  commenced,  and  generally  continued 
on  the  State  road  recently  located  between  the  direct,  or  first  experi- 
mental line,  to  Charleston  and  the  one  adopted  for  the  railroad  location: 
and  the  following  distances,  elevations,  and  depressions  were  taken  upon 
it  by  a  theodolite,  with  the  vertical  arch  divided  to  a  minute  of  a  degree. 


Table  of  distances,  elevations,  and  depressions. 
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Angles  of  elevation  and 
depression. 
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Elevation 
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Level     - 
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Level     - 
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Elevation 
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Depression 

Depression 

Elevation 

Elevation 

Elevation 

Elevation 

Depression 

Elevation 

Depression 

Depression 

Depression 

Elevation 

Depression 

Elevation 


Distances. 


Remarks. 


7,458 
1,094 
616 
259 
221 
725 
2,448 
668 
583 
231 
710 
1,042 
365 
4,284 
8,454 
710 
570 
3,754 
1,080 
574 
1,303 
666 
1,883 
575 
473 
10,041 
5,982 
474 
253 
288 
195 
210 
276 
3,277 
1,047 
717 
9,259 
1,120 
872 
530 
660 
430 
1,573 
1,288 
699 
1,022 
1,914 
4,121 
1,585 
763 
3,361 
1,981 
1,463 
1,588 
518 
886 
670 


Marshall. 


To  Mill  creek. 


To  a  branch  of  Mill  creek. 


TABLE— Continued. 

Stations. 

Angles  of  elevation  and 

Distances. 

Remarks. 

depression. 

deg.  min. 

59 

Elevation                      50 

1.157 

60 

Depression             1         8 

1,315 

61 

Depression                     4 

2,160 

62 

Depression                   48 

1,370 

63 

Depression                    10 

5,345 

64 

Depression             1       48 

1,125 

65 

Elevation                      23 

855 

66 

Elevation                      50 

1,836 

67 

Depression                    12 

1,724 

68 

Elevation                      53 

1,427 

69 

Depression                      7 

6,441 

70 

Depression            1      55 

315 

71 

Elevation              2      15 

265 

72 

Depression                    30 

460 

73 

Depression            4       27 

1,289 

To  Embarrass  river. 

74 

Elevation                      15 

400 

75 

Elevation              3      55 

946 

76 

Elevation               1       55 

743 

77 

Depression                   30 

854 

78 

Elevation               1       13 

1,204 

79 

Depression                    50 

739 

80 

Elevation                        5 

8,790 

■  _ 

81 

Depression                   22 

2,476 

82 

Depression            2       10 

439 

83 

Elevation              4 

200 

84 

Elevation                      40 

1,313 

Charleston. 

Plans  and  profiles  of  both  the  railroad  and  turnpike  surveys  are  in  pro- 
gress, and  to  them  I  must  refer  the  honorable  Board  for  further  particu- 
lars respecting  their  locations. 

The  principal  obstructions  to  building  either  a  railroad  or  turnpike 
are  to  be  found  in  passing  Embarrass  river,  the  branches  of  Mill  creek 
and  vallies  adjoining  them,  and  the  slough  near  Darwin;  but  the  locations 
must  be  regarded  rather  as  experimental  than  approximate.  Want  of 
time,  C'a  multiplicity  of  difficulties  preventing  the  prosecution  of  the  sur- 
veys before  the  9th  of  October  last,)  together  with  the  uncertainty  of 
building  the  roads,  are  my  apologies  for  not  presenting  for  your  consider- 
ation more  feasible  routes.  The  estimates  predicated  on  these  lines  will, 
therefore,  exceed  the  cost  of  construction  on  more  favorable  locations, 
which  can  undoubtedly  be  found;  but  it  is  believed  they  are  sufficiently 
'accurate  to  enable  the  honorable  Board  of  Public  Works  to  determine 
whether  a  railroad  or  turnpike  will  best  promote  the  public  good. 
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The  expense  of  a  rubble-stone  causeway  for  the  turnpike  I  have  omit- 
ted to  estimate,  as  time  did  not  allow  the  requisite  examinations  to  be 
made  in  order  to  determine  where  suitable  rock  could  be  obtained.  Lime- 
stone "in  place"  was  found  on  Embarrass  river  and  the  forks  of  Mill 
creek,  also  between  Marshall,  Darwin,  and  Aurora;  and  undoubtedly 
there  are  many  other  places  near  the  line  where  the  necesrary  rubble 
can  be  had,  which  would  enable  a  causeway  to  be  constructed  at  a  rea- 
sonable expense. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

ARTHUR  W.  HOYT. 
Engineer  of  the  E.  E.  District. 


l.  Legis 


5.#  H.  R.  M$ 


REPORT 


ELECT  COMMITTEE  ON  THE   PENITENTIARY, 


SUBMITTED    TO 


THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 


JANUARY  15,  1839. 


VANDALIA: 

William  Walters,   Public  Printer* 

1839. 


EXAMINATION  OF  THE  PENITENTIARY. 


January  15,  1839. 


d,  and  recommitted  to  the  Committee,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  in  conformity 
with  its  recommendations. 


Craig,  from  the  Select  Committee  appointed  to  visit  the  Peniten- 
tiary, made  the  following 

REPORT: 

pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adopted 
December  22,  1838,  having  for  its  object  the  appointment  of  a 
elect  committee  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  to  the  penitentiary  at 
Alton,  and  examining  into  the  causes  of  the  recent  escapes  of  convicts, 
and  the  condition  of  the  penitentiary  and  its  inmates;  and  such  other 
facts  in  relation  thereto  as  will  enable  the  Legislature  to  make  such 
■urther  enactments  for  its  future  government  as  may  be  necessary,  the 
indersigned  (having  been  appointed  that  committee)  beg  leave  to  sub- 
nit  to  your  honorable  body,  as  the  result  of  their  inquiries,  the  follow- 
ing report: 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1838,  your  committee,  having  arrived  at 
ton,  organized,  appointed  A.  A.  Eddy,  clerk,  and  proceeded  to  the  ex- 
lination  of  the  following  witnesses,  viz: 

John  R.  Wood,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  saith,  in  answer 
the  following  interrogatories: 

Interrogatory  1.  What  office  do  you  hold  in  the  penitentiary,  and  how 
lg  have  you  held  that  office? 

Answer.  I  hold  the  office  of  superintendent;  was  appointed  agent  of 
e  inspectors,  August  18,  1837;  and  superintendent  on  the  first  day  of 
ptember  of  the  same  year. 

Interrogatory  2.  State  the  number  of  cells,  and  the  condition  thereof, 
d  the  height  of  the  wall  around  the  yard  at  the  present  time. 
Answer.  There  are  twenty-four  old  cells,  all  of  which  are  secure  and 
good  condition,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends  respecting  their  strength, 
lere  are  thirty-two  new  cells;  the  doors  of  twenty  of  them  are  hung  and 
;arly  completed;  the  doors  of  all  are  at  the  prison;  but  on  putting  them 
» it  was  discovered  that  the  middle  hinge  of  several  would  go  into  the 
ortar  joint  between  the  stone,  in  which  they  could  not  be  made  secure 
the  others,  and  the  hanging  of  them  was  deferred.  The  height  of  the 
all  is  from  fifteen  to  thirty  feet,  I  should  judge,  though  1  have  never 
easured  it.  It  varies,  however,  according  to  the  unevenness  of  the 
ound  upon  which  it  is  erected. 


Interrogatory  3.  Please  stale  the  thickness  of  the  wall. 

Answer.  From  three  feet  to  three  feet  six  inches  at  the  top,  and  i 
feet  at  the  foundation,  except  that  portion  of  it  which  stands  on  the  grou 
designed  to  be  occupied  by  the  main  building  when  completed. 

Interrogatory  4.  How  many  convicts  were  there  in  the  penitenti; 
when  you  took  charge  of  the  same,  and  how  many  have  since  been  cc 
mitted? 

Answer.  Eleven  when  I  took  charge,  and  fifty-two  committed  sin, 
besides  two  returned  who  had  escaped  from  former  keepers. 

Interrogatory  5.  State  the  number  of  convicts  now  in  the  penitentia 
the  number  discharged,  and  the  number  which  have  escaped. 

Answer.  Twenty-eight  are  now  in  the  penitentiary;  seventeen  Iie 
been  discharged;  seventeen  have  escaped;  two  have  died;  and  three  k 
been  returned. 

Interrogatory  6.  State  from  which  cells  the  escapes  were  made,  in  wl 
manner  they  were  effected,  and  at  what  time. 

Answer.  On  the  19th  of  October,  1837,  two  escaped  from  the  old  ce 
On  the  19th  April,  1838,  one  escaped  about  four  o'clock,  P.  M.  On  1 
night  of  the  28th  June,  two  escaped,  one  from  the  old  and  one  from 
new  cells.  On  the  night  of  the  8th  August,  1838,  five  escaped  from  1 
old  cells.  On  the  17th  of  September,  1838,  one  escaped  about  four  o'clo 
P.  M.;  and  on  the  night  of  the  9th  December,  1838,  six  escaped.  Ti 
first  was  effected  by  one  of  the  convicts,  who  slept  in  an  upper  cell,  c(, 
triving  to  unhook  one  of  the  lower  cells  in  which  his  comrade  was  confine 
between  the  time  of  hasping  and  locking  the  cell  doors,  which  was 
discovered  at  the  time  by  the  turnkey,  who  was  accompanied  by  mys€ 
by  means  of  which  the  inmate  of  said  cell  passed  out  and  broke  the  lc 
on  that  of  his  comrade,  and,  with  him,  broke  the  lock  of  the  trap-door: 
the  loft,  passing  thence  out  of  the  loft  through  a  window  in  the  roof,  a 
over  that  on  the  wall,  the  teething  of  which  afforded  an  easy  and  s; 
passage  to  the  ground.  The  second  was  effected  by  running  away  fr« 
the  workmen  who  were  engaged  in  repairing  that  part  of  the  wall  whi 
fell  on  the  14th  of  the  same  month.  The  third  escape  was  effected 
one  of  the  convicts  breaking  through  the  partition-wall  of  the  new  c< 
into  an  open  cell;  then,  breaking  the  lock  of  one  of  the  old  cells,  him- 
and  inmate  of  said  ceil  passed  into  the  yard  through  the  new  door,  whi 
was  then  unfinished,  and  scaled  the  wall  by  means  of  scaffolding  used 
repairing  the  wall.  The  fourth  was  effected  by  sawing  off  the  hasp) 
hook  of  the  hasp  of  one  of  the  old  cells,  and  so  attaching  it  again  as 
escape  detection.  The  locks  of  four  other  cells  were  then  broken,  anc 
breach  then  made  in  the  end  wall  of  the  main  building.  The  wall  1 
then  scaled  by  means  of  long  rafters  left  from  those  used  in  covering  t 
additional  cells.  At  what  time  this  was  done  I  am  unable  to  say;  bu 
suppose  either  on  the  Sabbath,  when,  during  extreme  hot  weather,  the  mi 
were  permitted  to  lay  in  their  cells  part  of  the  day.  or  while  hanging- 1 
doois  of  the  new  cells,  which  was  done  by  the  prisoners.  The  fifth  fsca 
was  effected  by  one  of  the  convicts  who  was  at  work  in  the  loft  assisti 
to  raise  the  new  doors  to  their  respective  places,  and,  in  the  absence  of  t 
guard,  discovered  a  breach  in  the  roof  which  had  not  been  very  well  ] 
paired,  out  of  which  he  threw  a  rope,  and  thereby  descended  to  t 
ground.     The  sixth  escape  was  effected  by  one  of  the  convicts  making 


iage  through  the  partition-wall  upward  into  an  unfastened  cell;  then 
;ng  two  others  out  who  were  in  the  opposite  cell;  after  which  a  breach 
J  made  in  the  end  wall  of  the  building,  whence  they  proceeded  to  the 
Ih'sshop;  and,  after  taking  off  his  irons,  one  of  them  returned  and  let 
ithree  others.  One  of  the  number  then  got  over  the  wall,  broke  the 
br  lock  of  the  gate,  through  which  those  inside  escaped, 
nterrogatory  7.  Are  the  cells  defective  in  their  construction?  If  so, 
it  out  the  defects;  and,  further,  do  you  consider  the  new  cells  equal, 
Workmanship  and  finish,  to  the  old? 

mswer.  From  the  escapes  which  have  been  made,  it  has  been  ascer- 
ed  that  the  floors  of  some  of  the  new  cells,  which  are  composed  of 
ne  to  two  flag-stones,  do  not  meet  in  the  partition-wall,  thereby 
ring  a  space  near  two.  feet  in  width,  through  which  (the  door  above 
^ig  open)  escape  can  easily  be  effected.  In  this  respect  I  consider  the 
s  defective.  The  finish  of  the  new  cells  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  equal 
hat  of  the  old.  The  masonry,  with  the  exception  of  the  partition- 
1,  is  perhaps  as  strong  as  that  of  the  old. 

nterrogatory  8.  Do  you  consider  the  outward  wall  of  the  penitentiary 
structed  in  a  substantial  manner,  and  calculated  to  answer  the  ends 
which  it  was  designed? 

Answer.  Judging  from  the  portion  of  wall  which  fell  down  in  April 
,  and  which  appeared  to  have  been  built  with  a  tolerable  facing  on 
h  side,  and  the  middle  thereof  filled  with  small  stones,  with  but  little 
tar,  1  do  not  consider  it  a  substantial  wall;  and  also  from  the  appear- 
[e  of  the  south  and  east  walls,  which  lean  over  the  yard  considerably; 
1,  further,  as  the  surface  of  the  wall  is  open  in  so  many  places  as  to 
>rd  an  easy  passage  over  it  by  an  active  fellow,  I  do  not  consider  it  cal- 
ated  to  answer  the  ends-  for  which  it  was  designed;  and,  finally,  from 
I  present  appearance  of  the  wall,  we  may  reasonably  conclude  that  a 
[at  portion  of  it  will  fall  at  no  distant  period. 

Interrogatory  9.  What  mechanical  branches  do  you  think  could  be 
^antageously  carried  on  in  the  penitentiary;  or  in  what  way  can  the 
lvicts  be  employed  to  produce  the  greatest  amount  of  productive  labor? 
Answer.  Coopering,  chair  making,  carpet  weaving,  and  tailoring. 
Interrogatory  10.  Have  ycu  the  necessary  shops  and  tools  for  asuccess- 
\  prosecution  of  those  branches  of  business? 
Answer.  No. 

Interrogatory  11.  What  amount  of  stock  and  materials  would  be  ne- 
isary  to  insure  constant  employment  to  the  convicts? 
Answer.  Five  thousand   dollars'  worth;  lay  it  in  according  to  circum- 
nces,  depending   pretty  much  upon  the  supply  in  market,  and  the  de- 
,nd  for  the  manufactured  article. 

Interrogatory  12.  How  much  money  would  you  require,  and  in  what 
.nner  would  you  lay  in  a  stock  of  materials? 

Answer.  Three  thousand  dollars.     (The  last  part  answered  above.) 
Interrogatory  13.  In  what  way  would  you  dispose  of  the  manufactured 
kicles? 

j  Answer.  Wholesale  and  retail,  for  cash  or  on  short  credit,  from  a  ware- 
buse  attached  to  the  institution,  and  nowhere  else. 

!  Interrogatory  14.  What  number  of  pork  or  other  tight  barrels  can 
our  coopers  turn  out,  each,  per  day;  and  what  price  can  be  obtained  for 
le  same? 
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Answer.  One  pork  barrel  per  day  is  now  the  task  of  the  coopers  ? 
work  thereat.  They  perform  it  with  ease.  One  dollar  and  fifty  cents \ 
be  had  at  this  time  for  pork  barrels. 

Interrogatory  15.  What  amount  can  your  blacksmith  earn  per  d 
with  an  assistant,  over  and  above  the  cost  of  iron  and  coal? 

Answer.     About  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents. 

Interrogatory  16.  What  would  be  a  reasonable  amount  to  estim 
per  day  for  the  convicts  engaged  in  cutting  or  in  breaking  rock  for  J 
Adamizing;  and  which  of  these  would  be  the  most  profitable  empl 
ment. 

Answer.  About  forty  cents.     Breaking  rock,  if  sales  could  be  effect i 

Interrogatory  17.  Has  it  been  customary  to  hire  out  the  convicts 
work  without  the  walls  of  the  penitentiary;  and,  if  so,  to  whom  hii 
they  been  hired ;  and  what  has  been  the  amount  charged  per  day  for 
convicts  so  employed? 

Answer.  It  has  not  been  customary  with  me  to  hire  any  of  the  conv.\ 
to  any  one  without  the  walls  of  the  penitentiary.  I  have'  undertaken  j< 
of  work  for  individuals,  and  generally  superintended  the  performai 
thereof  myself.  In  the  course  of  last  winter  applications  were  made 
a  number  of  persons  for  the  use  of  the  convicts  to  get  ice.  In  three, 
stances  they  were  sent  out  for  that  purpose,  with  a  sufficient  guard,  i 
in  any  case  under  the  care  of  those  for  whom  the  work  was  done.  I 
names  of  those  for  whom  the  ice  was  gathered  are,  Miller  and  Fi 
Aaron  Corey,  and  John  S.  Clark.  The  charge  per  day  was  one  dol 
in  the  first  instance,  and  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  in  the  seco 
Convicts  have  also  been  employed  out  of  the  yard,  in  working  at  the  qu 
ry  for  Casswell  and  Whitaker  during  the  building  of  the  additional  ce 
The  charges  were  from  thirty-seven  and  one-half  cents  to  one  dollar 
day.  They  were  als.o  employed  in  repairing  a  boat,  by  Reuben  it 
nolds,  which  lay  on  the  penitentiary  landing.  The  charges  in  this  c 
were  from  fifty  cents  to  one  dollar  per  day;  at  all  of  which  work  tl 
were  generally  under  my  own  eye,  with  the  exception  of  the  time  tl 
were  getting  ice.  They  have  also  been  employed  at  work  for  myself  o 
side  the  wall,  as  well  as  in  storing  lead  for  Godfrey,  Gilman  &  Co. 

Interrogatory  18.  Has  all  the  labor  so  perfoimed  been  accounted  1 
and,  if  so,  is  it  so  slated  in  the  inspectors'  report  to  the  Legislature? 

Answer.  All  the  labor  performed  outside  the  yard  has  been  accoun 
ior,  and  all  that  done  in  the  yard,  except  a  portion  of  that  done  for  r 
self — a  portion  of  the  coopering  and  sawing,  which  it  was  impossible 
settle  for. 

Interrogatory  19.  Have  any  of  the  convicts  been  employed  as  supes 
tendents  or  overseers  over  other  convicts;  or  sent  in  pursuit  of  those  w 
had  escaped  from  the  penitentiary? 

Answer.  One  whom  I  knew  was  pardoned  by  the  Governor,  but  wh< 
reprieve  had  not  reached  me,  was  employed  as  a  guard  for  a  few  wee 
and  stationed  in  the  yard,  for  that  purpose,  in  a  proper  position.  Af 
being  released,  he  was  employed  as  a  guard  at  the  usual  wages,  and  c< 
tinued  until  the  22d  inst.  The  same  individual  was  also  sent  in  pursuii 
those  who  escaped  on  the  9th  inst., and  succeeded  in  bringing  two  of  thi 
back.     The  confidence  reposed  in  this  individual  was  not  misplaced. 


nterrogatory  20.  Have  any  of  the  convicts  been  employed  as  guards, 

xseers, or  turnkeys, or  in  shutting  up  the  cells  of  other  convicts;  and, 

So,  may  not  some  of  the  escapes  be  attributed  to  their  connivance  or 

pncy? 

\nswer.  Except  in  the  above  instance,  no  convict  has  been  employed 

a  guard,  overseer,  or  turnkey,  to  my  knowledge;  but,  until  lately,  some 

2  of  the  convicts  whose  fidelity  had  been  tested,  and  whose  term  of  con- 
tinent had  nearly  expired,  was  generally  employed  in  shutting  up  the 
ers,  but  never  in  locking  the  cells.  It  had  been  customary,  previous 
my  taking  charge,  to  send  one  of  the  convicts  in  after  the  others  for  the 
rpose  of  shutting  up  the  cells  previous  to  their  being  locked;  which 
jirse  was  adopted  and  practiced  upon  the  principle  of  safety  to  the  guard 
d  keeper;  and  which  custom  I  continued  on  the  same  priciple.  The 
ta  of  employing  one  of  the  convicts  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  guard  in 

3  yard  was  first  suggested  to  me  by  a  report  from  one  of  the  eastern 
(nitentiaries,  in  which  it  was  stated  that  a  convict  had  been  so  employed 

them,  and  had  proved  himself  to  be  a  vigilant  and  efficient  watch;  but 
pave  never  employed  but  one  in  that  capacity,  and  that  for  only  a  short 
ne,  the  convict  having  been  pardoned  by  the  Governor,  as  before  men- 
ned.  My  great  object,  however,  in  the  case  above,  was  to  get  along 
th  as  little  expense  as  possible;  but  I  cannot  attribute  any  of  the  escapes 
their  connivance  or  agency. 

Interrogatory  21.  Do  you  supply  the  penitentiary  in  provisions  by  pur- 
ases,  by  the  quantity,  or  in  small  parcels,  from  day  to  day? 
Answer.  By  the  quantity,  when  practicable. 

Interrogatory  22.  What  constitutes  the  ration  or  daily  allowance  of 
ch  convict? 

Answer.  In  the  fall  of  1837,  the  bread  used  was  most  generally  made 
corn-meal;  but,  at  a  time  when  none  was  to  be  had  in  market,  we  used 
perfine  flour,  which  we  found  very  expensive;  one  and  one-fourth 
pund  was  allowed  to  a  man.  We  frequently  mixed  flour  with  meal. 
[e  occasionally  used  flour  through  the  winter  and  following  spring  and 
unmer;  when,  for  a  time,  corn-meal  and  coarse  or  common  flour  was 
led  regularly.  Latterly,  corn-bread  is  the  only  kind  used.  The  con- 
lets  are  allowed  as  much  of  it  as  they  want  to  eat.  In  the  winter  of 
537,  I  purchased  and  put  up  a  quantity  of  pork,  which,  when  salted,  was 
poked.  This  was  eaten  by  the  convicts  through  the  summer,  together 
jith  beef  furnished  by  a  butcher  of  the  place,  at  a  given  price  per  pound, 
'ne  and  one-half  pound  of  meat  was  allowed  each  man;  and,  if  more  was 
squired,  it  was  furnished  in  most  cases.  In  some  instances  our  rations 
ave  been  rather  scanty,  owing  to  our  not  having  been  supplied  with  a  sufli- 
tent  quantity;  but  these  instances  were  rare,' and  not  of  more  than  one 
piy's  duration.  Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  "pork  season,'' 
fe  have  used  hogs'  heads  and  spare  ribs,  of  which  the  convicts  are  allow- 
jd  as  much  as  they  want.  In  addition  to  the  above,  we  have  used  beans, 
potatoes,  rice,  turnips,  pumpkins,  and  beets,  &c.  whenever  I  could  pur- 
|hase  the  same  by  the  quantity  at  a  low  price.  Tea  (occasionally  coffee, 
postly  on  Sunday  mornings)  is  used  twice  a  day;  meat  is  only  allowed 
iwice  a  day,  morning  and  noon. 

Interrogatory  23.  Ha\e  cleanlir.es  and  comfort  been  studied  in  the  ar- 
angements  of  your  prison,  and  enforced  among  the  convicts? 
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Answer.  Yes;  but  comfort  has  not  been  secured  in  all  cases. 

Interrogatory  24.  Will  you  state  the  amount  and  kind  of  bedding  fa. 
nished  to  each  convict? 

Answer.  One  cotton  comforter,  two  and  sometimes  three  blankets, , 
tick  rilled  with  hay,  and  a  cot  elevated  some  twelve  inches  above  th 
floor. 

Interrogatory  25.  Are  the  convicts  supplied  with  comfortable  clothin 
adapted  to  the  season? 

Answer.  Yes,  in  my  opinion. 

Interrogatory  26.  Are  the  clothes  of  the  convicts  made  with  such  di 
tinctive  marks,  or  the  hair  of  the  convicts  shaved  in  such  a  manner,  i 
that,  if  at  large,  they  would  be  recognized  as  convicts  escaped  from  tl 
penitentiary? 

Answer.  Some  are  and  some  are  not.  The  hair  of  some  is  shavec 
done  in  consequence  of  a  violation  of  the  rules  of  the  prison. 

Interrogatory  27,  To  what  extent  have  the  convicts  been  educates 
and  what  have  been  their  habits  of  life? 

Answer.  I  have  never  ascertained  to  what  extent  they  have  bee 
educated.  The  habits  of  a  majority  of  them  have,  so  far,  as  I  han 
been  able  to  find  out,  been  dissolute  previous  to  their  committal. 

Interrogatory  28.  Have  any  rewards  been  offered  to  induce  them  ( 
act  correctly? 

Answer.  No;  but  sugar,  coffee,  and  tobacco  have  been  given  for  ov€ 
or  extra  labor. 

Interrogatory  29.  What  is  the  course  of  discipline  in  the  penitentiary 

Answer.  All  swearing,  profane  or  indecent  expressions  are  prohibitec 
Talking  with  strangers  and  quarrelling  among  themselves  are  forbiddeBi 
Punishment  follows  every  violation  of  rules. 

Interrogatory  30.  What  course  of  instruction  in  reading  and  mora]: 
has  been  adopted,  if  any;  and  to  what  extent  has  it  been  successful? 

Answer.  None,  with  the  exception  of  a  Sabbath  school,  sustained  untl 
some  time  last  fall,  and  discontinued  for  want  of  suitable  accommoda 
tions :  for  the  success  attending,  refer  to  my  report  to  the  inspectors.  Thqi 
portion  of  the  report  referred  to  is  as  follows:  "A  Sabbath  school  wa 
also  commenced  in  the  fall  of  1837;  and,  with  some  few  intermissions 
has  been  regularly  sustained,  and  the  result  has  been  that,  of  seven  wh<i 
were  ignorant  of  the  alphabet,  four  were  tolerable  readers  when  I  dis 
charged  them;  and  the  remaining  three  can  read  in  the  spelling  book.'. 

Interrogatory  31.  Is  there  a  regularly  appointed  clergyman  officiatinji 
in  the  penitentiary  on  Sabbath  days;  and,  if  so,  to  what  denomination 
does  he  belong? 

Answer.  Clergymen  of  several  denominations  have  preached  to  tht 
convicts  during  the  last  summer:  no  regular  appointment  has  been  made<. 

Interrogatory  32.  Are  the  convicts  supplied  with  Bibles  and  othei 
books  for  religious  and  moral  instruction;  and,  if  so,  to  what  extent? 

Answer.  Some  ten  or  twelve  Bibles  are  now  in  use  among  the  convicts 
Ten  copies  of  the  Illinois  Temperance  Herald  are  distributed  monthl) 
among  them.  They  are  permitted  the  use  of  any  of  the  books  in  m\ 
library  that  they  apply  for,  with  few  exceptions. 

Interrogatory  33.  Under  the   present  system  of  managment,  what  is 


the  lowest  sum  that  the  State  must  advance  annually  for  the  support  of 
the  penitentiary?  „K„ 

Answer.  In  my  opinion  it  will  require  $'1,250  the  first  year,  and  $>7oU 
the  next.  This  is  based  on  the  supposition  that  eighty  convicts  would 
be  in  the  penitentiary  at  the  end  of  two  years,  and  all  common  laborers. 
In  case  a  proportion  of  mechanics  were  among  them,  the  estimate  would 
of  course  diminish.  It  is  also  based  on  the  supposition  that  the  State  will 
supply  the  necessary  shops  and  tools  for  their  use;  and  also  that  the  pres- 
ent prices  of  cooper-ware    would  remain  as  it  has  been  for  the  last  year. 

Interrogatory  34.  Would  it,  in  your  opinion,  be  for  the  interest  of  the 
State  to  lease  the  penitentiary  to  some  person  for  a  number  of  years? 

Answer.  It  would. 

Interrogatory  35.  On  what  termSj  would  you  think  that  you  couJd 
conduct  it  on  your  own  capital,  and  preserve  the  same  discipline  among 
the  convicts  that  is  now  exercised,  for  a  period  of  five  or  ten  years? 

Answer.  One  thousand  dollars  for  each  of  the  two  first  years  advanced 
to  me  by  the  State;  and,  after  that,  it  would  support  itself.  This  is  on 
condition  that  the  State  would  build  necessary  shops  and  furnish  tools. 

Interrogatory  36.  Would  there  not  be  danger  that  placing  the  con- 
victs in  the  hands  of  an  individual  speculator  would  cause  a  relaxation  ot 
discipline,  or  otherwise  subvert  the  objects  for  which  penitentiaries  are 
established. 

Answer.  This  I  think  would  have  a  contrary  effect.  It  would  lead  to 
inordinate  severity  on  the  part  of  the  contractor,  causing  them  to  work 
more  than  their  health  or  strength  might  allow;  and  not  giving  them  suf- 
ficient food  and  clothing  and  attendance  in  sickness.  This,  however, 
would  depend  on  the  temper  and  disposition  of  thje  contractor, 

J.  R.  WOODS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  29th  December,  1838, 

JAMES  CRAIG, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 

Dr.  B.  K.  Hart,  being  first  duly  sworn,  in  answer  to  the  following  in- 
terrogatories, deposeth  and  saith: 

Interrogatory  1.  How  long  have  you  been  in  attendance  on  the  con- 
victs of  the  penitentiary? 

Answer.  Between  three  and  four  years. 

Interrogatory  2.  How  many  persons  have  been  confined  there;  and 
how  many  deaths  occurred  among  them  during  that  period? 

Answer.  The  number  of  prisoners  that  have  been  confined  I  do  not 
know ;  the  number  of  deaths  is  three. 

Interrogatory  3.  How  many  cases  of  sickness  occurred  among  them, 
and  what  were  the  diseases? 

Answer.  The  number  of  cases  of  sickness  I  cannot  state,  though  most 
of  the  convicts  have  been  sick,  owing  J:o  their  confinement.  The  diseases 
were  inflammatory,  such  as  pleurisy,  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  dysen- 
tery, &c;  the  common  bilious  diseases  of  the  climate,  bowel  complaints, 
&c;  in  fine,  all  the  variety  of  diseases,  acute  and  chronic,  that  one  would 
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expect  to  find  among  the  same  number  of  people  in  a  similar  climate. 
There  has  been  no  disease  among  them  that  was  not  prevailing  at  the 
same  time  among  the  citizens  of  the  place. 

Interrogatory  4.  Do  you  consider  the  city  of  Alton  healthy;  and  what 
are  the  prevailing  diseases? 

Answer.  I  do  consider  the  city  of  Alton  healthy,  as  much  so  as  any 
place  in  the  west,  and  much  more  so  than  many.  My  reasons  aie,  briefly, 
these:  It  is  situated  on  high  ground  at  the  extreme  upper  end  of  the 
American  bottom.  The  high  grounds  extend  a  great  distance  above. 
The  river  in  front  of  Alton  is  more  than  a  mile  wide,  the  water  always 
pure,  and,  on  the  Alton  shore,  always  confined  to  its  channel.  The 
malaria  arising  from  the  low  grounds  on  the  opposite  shore  would  hardly 
affect  the  city  of  Alton,  owing  to  the  great  distance  it  would  have  to  pass 
through  the  atmosphere;  besides,  at  the  season  of  the  year  when  we 
are  exposed  io  its  influence,  the  prevailing  westerly  and  southwesterly 
winds  drive  it  away  from  the  city.  The  bills  of  mortality  would  confirm 
my  statement.  The  diseases  are  bilious,  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers, 
dysentery,  and  other  bowel  complaints  in  summer;  and  inflammatory  dis- 
eases, such  as  inflammation  of  the  lungs  and  pleurisy,  in  the  winter,  with 
the  usual  variety  of  acute  and  chronic  diseases,  such,  I  presume,  as  pre- 
vail generally  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

Interrogatory  5.  Are  the  inmates  of  the  penitentiary  necessarily  ex- 
posed to  malignant  and  contagious  diseases  prevalent  in  the  city;  or  are 
the  citizens  endangered  by  contagious  diseases  prevailing  in  the  peniten- 
tiary? 

Answer.  I  should  think  they  were  to  a  limited  extent— the  danger 
decreasing  in  proportion  as  the  communication  between  the  city  and  pen- 
itentiary is  cut  off,  and  vice  versa.  This  danger  will  ultimately  be  much 
greater  than  it  is  now,  when  the  city  is  built  up  more  immediately  around, 
and  on  the  high  grounds  above  the  penitentiary. 

Interrogatory  6.  In  case  of  sickness,  are  the  convicts  attended  by  you 
in  the  cells? 

Answer.  Not  generally.  The  sick  are  usually  kept  in  the  basement 
story  immediately  under  the  part  occupied  by  the  superintendent  and  his 
family.  The  room  is  very  damp,  and  very  unfit  for  the  sick,  but  the 
most  appropriate  there  is  about  the  establishment. 

Interrogatory  7.  State  to  the  committee  whether  or  not  these  cells  are 
not  an  improper  place  for  persons  sick  or  diseased,  necessarily  aggravat- 
ing disease,  and  often  making  disorders,  in  themselves  slight,  of  grave  and 
dangerous  character;  and  whether  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary,  in  order 
to  preserve  the  health  of  these  unfortunate  victims,  that  an  hospital  de- 
partment should  be  prepared  for  such  casualties? 

(  Answer.  The  cells  are  a  very  improper  place  for  sick  persons;  and  the 
air  is  too  damp  and  confined  for  the  safety  of  those  who  are  well.  Dis- 
ease would  unquestionably  be  very  much  aggravated  by  confining  the 
patients  in  the  cells;  and,  for  this  reason,  I  have  uniformly  recommended 
their  removal  to  the  basement  story,  which  is  better  ventilated,  and  where 
a  fire  can  be  built.  I  should  think  a  hospital  department  indespensably 
necessary,  if  the  health  and  lives  of  the  convicts  are  to  be  taken  into  the 
account. 

Interrogatory  8.  Taking  the  temperature  of  the  climate,  and  the  open- 


11 

ings  in  the  doors  and  windows  of  the  cells  into  consideration,  are  not  the 
lives  of  the  convicts  necessarily  endangered  from  inflammatory  and  other 
diseases  arising  from  such  exposure  at  night  to  the  influences  of  the  at- 
mosphere? 

Answer.  I  answer  this  interrogatory  unhesitatingly  in  the  amrmative. 
The  cells  are  very  small,  poorly  ventilated,  if  they  can  be  said  to  be  ven- 
tilated at  all;  and  the  air  is  so  damp  that  the  moisture  collects  on  the 
walls  to  such  a  degree  that  it  drains  from  them  in  warm  weather,  and  in 
cold  completely  coats  them  with  ice. 

Interrogatory  9.  Have  the  sick  been  supplied  with  proper  regimen  and 
necessary  nursing  and  attendance?  State  the  general  regimen  in  such 
cases. 

Answer.  I  think  the  sick,  so  far  as  nursing  and  regimen  goes,  have 
nothing  to  complain  of.  When  the  situation  of  the  patient  requires  it, 
it  is  made  the  duty  of  some  one  of  the  other  convicts  to  devote  his  time 
to  nursing  him;  and  1  have  always  ordered,  and  they  have  received,  such 
things  as  I  thought  their  condition  called  for.  They  have  had  gruel, 
rice,  toast,  soups,  and  tea  and  coffee,  whenever  I  thought  it  necessary  for 
them.  .  ,     , 

Interrogatory  10.  Have  they  been  supplied  with  sufficient  warm  bed- 
clothing  and  other  necessaries  in  their  sickness? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  no  complaint,  that  I  thought  well  founded,  of 
the  want  of  bed-clothes  or  other  necessaries  when  sick.  From  my  own 
knowledge  and  observation  I  should  think  their  wants  are  very  well  at- 
tended to.  .        . 

Interrogatory  11.  Has  the  food  of  the  convicts  been  sufficient  in  quan- 
tity and  quality  to  sustain  their  health  and  vigor?  State  as  far  as  you  know 
what  is  the  ordinary  diet.  Are  they  fed  on  salt  meat  or  fresh;  and  in 
what  quantities  or  proportion?  State  also  what  is  the  daily  amount  oi 
vegetables,  soups,  &x.  &c.  to  each  convict. 

Answer.  I  should  think,  so  far  as  I  have  seen,  that  their  food  was  am- 
ply sufficient  in  quantity  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  interrogatory. 
Their  ordinary  diet,  so  far  as  I  have  seen,  is  meat,  salt  or  fresh,  mostly 
beef  or  pork;  corn-bread  or  mush;  beans,  boiled,  baked,  or  in  soup  oi 
different  kinds;  and  the  common  vegetables  suflicient  for  the  purposes  oi 
health  in  their  season.  I  am  not  particularly  advised,  but  I  think  that 
the  only  limit  assigned  to  the  convict,  as  to  quantity,  is  his  appetite; 
that  is,  he  has  as  much  as  he  wishes  to  eat.  .    ' 

Interrogatory  12.  Do  you  consider  the  use  of  tobacco  by  the  convicts 
calculated  to  promote  their  health;  and,  if  so,  to  what  extent  would  you 
recommend  its  use? 

Answer.  1  think  not.  The  deprivation  of  tobacco  to  one  accustomed 
to  its  use  is  unquestionably  a  great  discomfort;  but  I  should  say  not  pre- 
judicial to  health.  I  judgcas  well  [from]  its  qualities  and  medicinal  na- 
ture as  from  observation  of  the  effects  upon  individuals  who  have  habitu- 
ally used  it,  but  discontinued  its  use. 
J  B.  K.  HART. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before   me,  this   1st  day  of  January,  A.  D. 

1839 

GEORGE  SMITH,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
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J.  C.  Bruner  deposeth  and  saith,  in  answer  the  following  interroga- 

Intcrrogatory  1.  What  mechanical  branches  do  you  think  could  be 
advantageously  carried  on  in  the  penitentiary;  or  in  what  way  can  the 
convicts  be  employed  to  augment  the  amount  of  productive  labor? 

Answer.  Coopering  and  shoemaking  and  blacksmithing. 

Interrogatory  2.  What  amount  of  stock  and  materials  would  be  neces- 
sary to  insure  constant  employment  to  the  convicts? 

Answer.  I  should  suppose  three  thousand  dollars  to  be  sufficient. 

Interrogatory  3.  In  what  way  would  you  dispose  of  the  manufactured 
articles? 

Answer.  By  establishing  a  warehouse  on  the  penitentiary  grounds,  with 
a  superintendent  of  the  same. 

Interrogatory  4.  What  would  be  a  reasonable  amount  to  estimate  per-* 
day  for  the  hands  employed  in  cutting  stone,  or  in  breaking  rock  tor  Mc- 
Adamizing;  and  which  of  them  would  be  the  most  profitable  employ - 

Answer.  A  fair  estimate  per  day  I  think  is  one  dollar;  and  cutting  stone 
the  most  profitable. 

Interrogatory  5.  Has  it  been  customary  to  hire  out  the  convicts  to  work 
without  the  walls  of  the  penitentiary;  and,  if  so,  to  whom  have  they 
been  hired,  and  what  has  been  the  amount  charged  per  dav  for  the  labor 
of  such  convicts? 

i  Answer.  It  has  been  customary  to  hire  out  the  convicts  by  the  day,  at 
eighty-seven  and  a  half  cents  per  day. 

Interrogatory  6.  Have  any  of  the  convicts  been  employed  as  superin- 
tendents or  overseers  over  other  convicts,  or  sent  in  pursuit  of  those  who 
have  escap2d  from  the  penitentiary? 

Answer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Interrogatory  7.  Have  any  of  the  convicts  been  employed  as  guards, 
overseers,  or  turnkeys,  or  in  shutting  up  the  cells  of  other  convicts;  and, 
if  so,  may  not  some  of  the  escapes  be  attributed  to  their  connivance  or 
agency? 

Answer.  Not  within  my  knowledge,  while  superintendent. 

Interrogatory  8.  Did  you  supply  the  penitentiary  by  purchase,  by  the 
quantity,  or  in  small  parcels,  from  day  to  dav? 

Answer.  I  usually  purchased  by  the  quantity  when  I  had  charge  of  the 
penitentiary. 

Interrogatory  9.  What  constitutes  the  ration  or  daily  allowance  of  each 
convict? 

Answer.  No  limits,  the  convicts  being  allowed  to  eat  as  much  as  they 
wished.  J 

Interrogatory  10.  Have  cleanliness  and  comfort  been  studied  in  the  ar- 
rangement of  your  prison,  and  enforced  among  the  convicts? 

Answer.  Yes;  by  obliging  the  convicts  to  change  their  clothes  once  per 
veek.  r 

Interrogatory  11.  Will  you  state  the  amount  and  kind  of  bedding  fur- 
lished  to  each  convict? 

Answer.  Each  from  two  to  three  blankets,  a  good  cot,  with  a.  straw- 
>ed. 
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Interrogatory  12.  Are  the  convicts  supplied  with  comfortable  clothing 
adapted  to  the  season? 

Answer.  Yes,  while  under  my  charge. 

Interrogatory  13.  Are  the  clothes  ol"  the  convicts  made  with  such  dis- 
tinctive marks,  or  the  hair  of  the  convicts  shaved  in  such  a  manner  as  that, 
if  at  laro-e,  they  would  be  recognized  as  convicts  escaped  from  the  peniten- 

Answer.  The  clothes  were  made  of  different  colors;  but  their  hair  was 

shttvcd.  even* 

Interrogatory  14.  To  what  extent  have  the  convicts  been  educated,  and 
what  have  been  their  habits  of  life? 

Answer.  Their  habits  were  good  while  under  my  charge,  being  gener- 
ally obedient. 

Interrogatory  15.  Have  any  rewards  been  offered  to  induce  them  to 

act  correctly? 

Answer.  None  during  my  superintendence. 

Interrogatory   16.  What  is  the  course  of  discipline  in  the  penitentiary? 

Answer!  In  the  evening  the  bell  is  rung  for  the  convicts  to  return  to 
their  cells;  and  they  are  locked  in  by  the  turnkey,  each  in  a  separate  cell. 
In  the  morning,  at  the  ringing  of  the  bell,  they  prepare  to  turn  out,  and 
are  let  out  by  the  turnkey. 

Interrogatory  17.  What  course  of  instruction  in  reading  and  morals 
has  been  adopted,  if  any,  and  to  what  extent  has  it  been  successful? 

Answer.  While  I  had  charge,  the  convicts  were  allowed  to  read  the 
Bible  and  historical  works.  a-  ■  ,- 

Interrogatory  18.  Is  there  a  regularly  appointed  clergyman  omciatmg 
in  the  penitentiary  on  Sabbath  days;  and,  if  so,  to  what  denomination 
does  he  belong?  .       ;      . 

Answer.  None,  except  occasionally  we  had  preaching  in  the  peniten- 

Interroiiatory  19.  Are  the  convicts  supplied  with  Bibles  and  other  books 
for  religious  and  moral  instruction;  and,  if  so,  to  what  extent? 

Answer.  They  were  supplied  with  two  Bibles,  three  New  Testaments, 
and  several  hymn  books.  . 

Interrogatory  2J.  State  if  the  ground  on  which  the  penitentiary  is  lo- 
cated is  uneven;  and,  if  so,  what  is  the  difference  at  the  two  extremes  of 
the  ground  enclosed  by  the  outer  wall? 

Answer.  It  is,  uneven,  and  I  should  suppose  the  difference  to  be  thirty 
or  thirty-five  kei.  I 

Interrogatory  21.  From  the  relative  situation  of  the  enclosed  ground 
and  the  adjacent  country,  have  the  prisoners  a  view  of  persons  without 
the  enclosure;  and  can  they  see  sieamboats  plying  on  the  river,  or  lying  at 
the  Alton  landing? 

Answer.  They  can  see  steamboats  in  the  river,  but  1  think  not  at  the 
landing  higher  than  the  mouth  of  the  Piasa  creek;  and  they  can  also  see 
persons  at  any  place  east  of  the  Piasa  creek. 

Intciro-atory  2 1.  Is  it  not  dangerous  to  the  safe-keeping  ot  the  prisoners 
that  they  lire  enabled  to  sec  and  hold  communication  with  persons  without 
the  wall? 

Answer.  I  think  it  is. 
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Interrogatory  23.  Does  not  the  great  unevenness  of  the  ground  where 
the  penitentiary  is  located  constitute  an  insuperable  barrier  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  safe  prison  thereon  ? 

Answer.  I  should  suppose  so  from  the  fact  that  the  penitentiary  wall  is 
considerably  sprung  already;  and  I  should  not  be  surprised  should  the 
wall  fall  down  in  less  than  two  years,  being  now  cracked  near  thirty  feet 
in  one  place  at  the  southeast  corner. 

Interrogatory  24.  Would  not  the  health  of  the  inmates  be  consulted 
by  removing  the  penitentiary  one  or  two  miles  back  from  the  river? 

Answer.  I, am  of  opinion  that  it  would  make  but  little  or  no  differ- 
ence. 

Interrogatory  25.  State  how  much  money  would,  in  your  opinion,  be 
realized  for  the  residue  of  the  ground  donated  for  penitentiary  purposes, 
if  sub-divided  and  sold  in  lots  of  a  proper  size. 

Answer.  In  my  opinion,  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  at  least. 

Interrogatory  26.  State  if  the  stone  and  other  materials  of  which  the 
outer  wall  and  buildings  are  made  could  not,  for  the  most  part,  be  used  in 
the  construction  of  a  new  penitentiary. 

Answer.   I  think  they  could. 

Interrogatory  27.  State  if  there  is  not  a  greater  quantity  of  ground  en- 
closed by  the  wall  than  is  necessary  for  our  State. 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Interrogatory  28.  What  quantity  of  ground  do  you  think  would  be  do- 
nated by  individuals,  for  penitentiary  purposes,  in  the  event  of  its  reloca- 
tion within  one  or  two  miles  of  the  present  site? 

Answer.  I  am  unable  to  say;  but  should  suppose  a  sufficient  quantity 
would  be  donated. 

Interrogatory  29.  Can  water  be  procured  within  the  walls  of  the  pen- 
itentiary; and,  if  not,  where  and  how  can  it  be  procured? 

Answer.  I  think  it  very  difficult  to  obtain  water  within  the  limits  of  the 
penitentiary,  having  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  obtain  water  by 
digging  wells. 

Interrogatory  30.  Does  not  that  constitute  an  important  objection  to 
the  present  site. 

Answer.  It  does. 

Interrogatory  31.  Would  it  not  be  the  better  plan  to  lease  the  peniten- 
tiary for  a  term  of  years;  and  on  what  terms  could  it  be  so  leased? 

Answer.  I  should  suppose  it  the  better  plan  to  lease  for  a  term  of  years 
not  exceeding  six.  I  should  think  it  ought  to  be  leased  free  of  expense 
to  the  State,  except  the  physician's  bill. 

J.  C.  BRUNER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed,  this  1st  January,  1839. 

JAMES  CRAIG, 

Chairman  of  Committee. 

Testimony  of  Samuel  C.   Pierce. 

Interrogatory  1.  State  if  the  ground  on  which  the  penitentiary  is  lo- 
cated is  uneven;  and,  if  so,  what  is  the  difference  at  the  two  extremes  of 
the  ground  enclosed  by  the  outer  wall? 
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Answer.  It  is  uneven;  and  I  should  suppose  the  west  side  to  be  thirty 
feet  higher  than  the  opposite  side. 

Interrogatory  2.  From  the  relative  situation  of  the  enclosed  ground  and 
the  adjacent  country,  have  the  prisoners  a  view  of  the  persons  without  the 
enclosure;  and  can  they  see  steamboats  plying  on  the  river,  and  their 
arrival  and  departure  from  the  landing  at  Alton? 

Answer.  Boats  can  be  seen  by  the  convicts  plying  in  the  river;  but  do 
not  know  that  they  can  be  seen  at  the  landing. 

Interrogatory  3.  Is  it  not  dangerous  to  the  safe-keeping  of  the  prisoners 
that  they  are  enabled  to  see  and  hold  communication  with  those  without 
the  walls  of  the  penitentiary? 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  they  are  often  induced  to  make  attempts  to 
escape  from  being  able  to  recognize  their  friends  and  accomplices  on  the 
outside  of  the  wall. 

Interrogatory  4.  Does  not  the  great  unevenness  of  the  ground  where 
the  penitentiary  is  located  constitute  an  insuperable  barrier  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  safe  prison  thereon  ? 

Answer.  I  consider  that  a  prison  should  be  built  on  even  ground. 

Interrogatory  5.  Would  not  the  health  of  the  inmates  be  consulted  by 
removing  the  penitentiary  one  or  two  miles  back  from  its  present  loca- 
tion ? 

Answer.  It  is  generally  considered  to  be  more  healthy  at  a  distance  from 
the  river  than  directly  on  the  river. 

Interrogatory  6.  State  how  much  money,  in  your  opinion,  could  be  re- 
alized from  the  residue  of  the  ground  donated  for  penitentiary  purposes, 
if  sub-divided  and  sold  in  lots  of  proper  sizes. 

Answer.  Should  property  sell  equal  to  that  formerly  sold,  by  the  State, 
the  sum  of  forty  thousand  dollars  might  be  realized  for  it. 

Interrogatory  7.  State  if  their  is  level  and  suitable  ground,  within  one 
or  two  miles  of  the  present  site,  for  the  construction  of  a  penitentiary. 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  suitable  site  can  be  obtained  within 
one  mile  from  the  river. 

Interrogatory  8.  State  if  the  stone  and  other  materials  of  which  the 
outer  wall  and  buildings  are  composed  could  not  be  used  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  new  penitentiary. 

Answer.  The  cut-stone  can  all  be  used,  and  many  of  the  stones  com- 
posing the  wall;  also  the  cell  doors  can  be  used. 

Interrogatory  9.  State  if  there  is  not  a  greater  quantity  of  ground  en- 
closed than  is  necessary  for  our  State. 

Answer.  I  think  not,  the  size  of  the  present  being  three  hundred  and 
thirty  feet  by  two  hundred  and  sixty  feet,  which  I  consider  none  too 
large. 

Interrogatory  10.  What  quantity  of  ground  do  you  think  would  be 
donated  by  individuals,  for  penitentiary  purposes,  in  the  event  of  its  relo- 
cation within  one  or  two  miles  of  Alton  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any,  to  my  certain  knowledge. 

Interrogatory  11.  Can  water  be  procured  within  the  limits  of  the  pen- 
itentiary; and,  if  not,  where  and  how  can  it  be  procured? 

Answer.  There  have  been  two  unsuccessful  attempts  to  procure  water 
by  digging  wells. 
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Interrogatory  12.  Does  not  that  constitute  an  important  objection  to  the 
present  site? 

Answer.  I  think  it  does,  so  far  as  expense  is  concerned;  and  also  as  af- 
fording the  convicts  an  opportunity  of  escape  while  the  gates  are  open  to 
admit  the  water-cart. 

S.  C.  PIERCE. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  1st  day  of  January,  A.  D. 
1839. 

GEORGE  SMITH,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Testimony  of  B.  F.  Edwards. 

Interrogatory  1.  State  if  the  ground  on  which  the  penitentiary  is  lo- 
cated is  uneven;  and  if  so,  what  is  the  difference  at  the  two  extremes 
of  the  ground  enclosed  by  the  outer  wall? 

Answer.  The  ground  is  uneven.  The  west  line  of  the  outer  wall, 
judging  from  the  eye,  is  from  thirty-five  to  forty  feet  higher  on  the  west 
than  on  the  east. 

Interrogatory  2.  From  the  relative  situation  of  the  enclosed  ground  to 
the  adjacent  country,  have  the  prisoners  a  view  of  persons  without  the 
enclosure;  and  can  they  see  steamboats  plying  on  the  river,  and  the  arri- 
vals and  departures  from  the  Alton  landing? 

Answer.  The  prisoners  have  a  pretty  full  view  of  the  city,  with  what- 
ever is  going  on;  also  of  boats  on  the  river,  arrivals  and  departures. 

Interrogatory  3.  Is  it  not  dangerous  to  the  safe-keeping  of  the  prison- 
ers that  they  are  enabled  to  see  and  hold  communication  with  those  per- 
sons without  the  walls  of  the  penitentiary? 

Answer.  It  is,  as  signs  might  be  agreed  upon  with  those  out  by  the 
prisoners  before  their  confinement. 

Interrogatory  4.  Does  not  the  great  unevenness  of  the  ground  where 
the  penitentiary  is  located  constitute  an  insuperable  barrier  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  safe  prison  thereon? 

Answer.  In  my  judgment  it  docs. 

Interrogatory  5.  Would  not  the  health  of  the  inmatos  be  consulted  by 
removing  the  penitentiary  one  or  two  miles  back  from  the  river? 

Answer.  It  would;  chiefly  by  being  located  where  it  might  be  better 
ventilated,  and  where  good  water  might  be  obtained. 

Interrogatory  6.  State  how  much  money,  in  your  opinion,  would  be 
realized  for  the  residue  of  the  ground  donated  for  penitentiary  purposes, 
if  sub-divided  and  sold  in  lots  of  proper  size. 

Answer.  Taking  the  former  sales  as  a  foundation  for  estimates — and 
I  should  think  it  not  all  extravagant — the  residue  of  the  ground  would 
yield  to  the  State  from' sixty  to  seventy  thousand  dollars. 

Interrogatory  7.  State  if  there  is  level  and  suitable  ground,  within 
one  or  two  miles  of  the  present  site,  for  the  construction  of  a  penitentary. 

Answer.  Within  one  mile  there  are  a  number  of  pleasant  situations; 
within  two  miles  they  are  numerons,  high,  even,  and  with  water  of  the 
best  quality,  by  wells. 

Interrogatory  8.  State  if  the  stones  and  other  materials  of  which  the 
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outer  wall  and  buildings  are  composed,  could  not,  for  the  most  part,  be 
used  for  the  construction  of  a  new  penitentiary. 

Answer.  They  could. 

Interrogatory  9.  State  if  there  is  not  a  greater  quantity  of  ground 
enclosed  by  the  wall  than  is  necessary  for  our  State. 

Answer.  There  is  more  than  will  be  needed  for  a  great  number  of 
years,  if  'ever.  , 

Interrogatory  10.  What  quantity  of  ground  do  you  think  would  be 
donated  by  individuals  for  penitentiary  purposes,  in  the  event  of  its  relo- 
cation within  one  or  two  miles  of  the  present  site?  ' 

Answer.  It  is  not  in  my  power  definitely  to  answer  the  above  inquiry, 
having  made  no  special  inquiries  recently;  but  can  say  that  an  ample 
amount  for  a  penitentiary  site  would  be  donated,  or  obtained  at  a  very 
trifling  cost. 

Interrogatory  11.  Can  water  be  procured  within  the  limits  of  the  peni- 
tentiary; and,  if  not,  where  and  how  is  it  procured? 

Answer.  Water  might  probably  be  obtained,  but  at  great  expense, 
within  the  penitentiary,  by  digging  and  boring.  It  is  procured  by  draw- 
ing from  the  river  and  other  places  without. 

Interrogatory  12.  Does  not  that  constitute  an  important  objection  to 
the  present  site? 

Answer.  The  want  of  an  abundance  of  water  is  certainly  a  most  serious 
objection;  and  especially  the  want  of  sound,  healthy  water  for  drinking 
and  culinary  purposes.  B.  F.  EDWARDS. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  1st  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1839. 
GEORGE  SMITH,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Your  committee,  upon  inquiring  into  the  causes  of  the  recent  escapes 
of  convicts  from  the  penitentiary,  are  satisfied  that  it  was  owing,  in  part, 
to  the  insufficency  of  the  walls  and  cells  of  the  penitentiary,  and  partly 
to  the  want  of  a  sufficient  and  vigilant  guard. 

Of  the  causes  of  the  escape  of  four  convicts  in  April,  1837,  we  have 
not  been  able  to  ascertain  any  other  causes  than  those  above  stated  of 
the  recent  escapes,  and  that  assigned  by  the  inspectors  in  their  report  of 
December  8th,  1838,  "of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  warden." 

From  the  testimony  taken  by  your  committee,  and  herewith  submitted, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  penitentiary  and  buildings  connected  therewith  are 
not  in  a  situation  to  answer  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  designed; 
and  the  personal  inspection,  by  your  committee,  of  the  same,  has  satis- 
fied them  that  the  evidence  on  this  point  is  substantially  correct. 

We  conceive  the  location  of  the  penitentiary  a  very  improper  one.  It 
stands  on  an  eminence,  commanding  a  full  view  of  a  great  part  of  the 
city,  and  of  the  river  for  a  considerable  distance;  from  which  the  con- 
victs can  see  the  boats  that  ply  upon  the  river,  and  even  recognize  the 
features  of,  and  hold  converse  with,  persons  without  the  walls — thus  de- 
feating one  of  the  great  objects  of  the  law — "punishment  by  seclusion" — 
and  placing  before  the  convicts  all  the  temptations  to  escape  from  con- 
finement that  a  full  view  of  busy  and  active  life  will  ever  excite  in  the 
human  mind;  and  thus  inducing  the  formation  of  plans  of  escape,  and 
too  likely  affording  the  means  of  effecting  it  through  the  aid  of  persons 
without  the  walls  of  the  prison.      The   grouud    on  which  the  walls  are 
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built  is  s©  uneven  that  it  would  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  build  a 
permanent  wall  upon  it;  and  this  is,  in  part,  the  cause  of  so  much  of  the 
walls  having  fallen,  and  their  present  leaning  and  cracked  condition; 
though  it  is  evident  that  they  were  badly  constructed  or  built  at  first,  the 
sides  being  faced  and  the  middle  filled  with  loose  stones,  and  with  but 
little  or  no  mortar. 

The  cells,  from  want  of  sufficient  ventilation,  are  extremely  uncomfort- 
able and  unhealthy.  In  summer  the  water  trickles  down  the  sides  of 
them;  and  in  winter  they  are  coated  with  ice. 

The  work-shops  now  in  the  prison  are  not  sufficiently  extensive  to  af- 
ford employment  to  the  convicts,  or  to  carry  on  business  to  advantage. 
There  should  "be  additional  shops  immediately  erected;  and  the  erection 
of  a  building  ior  an  hospital  your  committee  deem  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance, as,  also,  a  suitable  shed  for  the  protection  of  the  cannon  that  are 
now  exposed  to  the  weather. 

Of  the  "condition  of  the  inmates  of  the  penitentiary,"  we  have  to  re- 
mark that  their  general  appearance  indicates  health;  and  that  we  be- 
lieve they  are  humanely  treated  in  health ;  and  that  in  sickness  they  are 
well  attended,  and  their  comfort  secured  as  far  as  is  practicable,  there  be- 
ing no  room  about  the  prison  suitable  for  the  reception  of  the  sick;  but  we 
found  them  illy  supplied  with  Bibles  and  other  books  necessary  for  their 
moral  instruction;  and  there  has  been  no  means  employed  to  insure  regu- 
lar preaching  in  the  prison  on  the  Sabbath,  though  the  clergymen  of  the 
city  have  kindly  performed  service  in  the  prison  when  their  other  en- 
gagements would  admit  of  it. 

Your  committee,  in  submitting  to  your  honorable  body  "such  facts  in 
relation  to  the  penitentiary  and  its  inmates  as  will  enable  the  Legislature 
to  make  such  further  enactments  for  Us  future  government  as  may  be 
necessary,"  have  to  remark,  that  the  result  of  their  investigation  has  im- 
pressed them  with  the  firm  belief  that  the  interests  of  the  State,  and  the 
proper  management  and  welfare  of  the  inmates  of  the  prison,  require  the 
rebuilding  of  the  penitentiary,  and  the  adoption  of  a  more  definite  and 
'energetic  system  for  conducting  the  same. 

The  reasons  with  your  committee  for  the  removal  and  rebuilding  of 
the  penitentiary  are  those  already  alluded  to — of  its  too  public  situation, 
its  commanding  view,  the  facility  with  which  the  convicts  can  communi- 
cate with  persons  without  the  walls;  and  the  ground  being  so  uneven  as 
to  reder  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  erect  a  durable  wall  upon  it;  and, 
also,  that  it  has  hitherto  been  found  impossible  to  obtain  water,  by  digging, 
within  the  walls  of  the  prison. 

If  the  penitentiary  is  continued  at  its  present  location,  an  appropria- 
tion will  be  required,  in  addition  to  the  $'5,000  loaned  to  Madison 
county,  of  a  sufficient  sum  to  build  a  warden's  house,  (the  house  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  warden  to  be  used  for  an  hospital,)  work-shops  for  forty 
men,  a  shed  for  the  protection  of  the  artillery,  and  to  rebuild  the  outer 
wall,  of  not  less  than  $12,000 

The  cost  of  the  penitentiary  has  already  amounted  to  about  $36,715  00 

To  which  add  the  appropriation  now  required  as  above         17,000  00 


Making,  when  finished,  the  whole  cost  of  the  penitentiary, 

for  the  accommodation  o(  fifty-six  convicts      -         -         $53,715  00 


19 

The  present  location  is  in  the  most  business  part  of  Alton,  occupying 
the  best  landing  at  the  wharf,  with  six  acres  of  land;  all  of  which  is 
much  wanted  for  commercial  establishments,  and  would  sell,  under  ordi- 
nary circumstances,  for  $ 60,000  or  $70,000.  This  sum,  with  the  balance 
of  the  $5,000  loaned  to  Madison  county  by  the  inspectors,  together  with 
the  iron  and  stone  work  that  will  or  can  be  taken  from  the  present  peni- 
tentiary and  used  in  the  building  of  a  new  one,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
committee,  will  be  an  ample  fund  to  enclose  a  yard  of  three  hundred  feet 
square  with  a  strong  and  durable  wall,  build  cells  to  accommodate  sixty 
convicts,  a  warden's  house,  an  hospital,  cooking  and  eating-houses,  smoke- 
house and  work-shops,  and  purchase  the  necessary  tools  to  employ  that 
number  of  convicts  within  the  walls. 

A  good  situation  can  be  had  within  two  miles  of  the  present  location, 
free  of  cost  to  the  State,  where  water  can  be  obtained;  and  building  ma- 
terials are  abundant. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  penitentiary  is  now  better  con- 
ducted than  it  has  heretofere  been;  yet  they  are  satisfied  that  the  amount  of 
labor  performed  by  the  convicts  falls  far  short  of  what  it  should  be.  This  is 
owing,  in  part,  to  the  want  of  necessary  shops,  tools,  and  materials;  and  the 
embarrassments  of  the  penitentiary  may,  in  part,  be  owing  to  the  inspectors 
having  loaned  to  the  county  of  Madison  five  thousand  dollars  of  the  funds 
of  the  penitentiary.  Your  committee  are  unable  to  find  any  law,  reason, 
or  excuse  for  this  act  of  the  inspectors,  and  cannot  but  condemn,  in  any 
public  officer  or  officers,  the  diversion  of  the  public  moneys  from  the 
objects  of  their  appropriation.  This  use  of  the  money  your  committee 
conceives  to  be  in  bad  keeping  with  the  reported  want  of  shops,  tools,  and 
materials,  and  a  proper  room  lor  the  reception  of  the  sick,  and  the  want 
of  suitable  sheds  for  the  cannon  belonging  to  the  State;  and  are  equally 
unable  to  find  any  semblance  of  reason  for  granting  indulgence  for  the 
repayment  thereof,  and  less  still  for  making  "an  appropriation  of  that 
amount  to  the  county  of  Madison." 

Your  committee  are  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  labor  of  the  convicts 
can,  and  should,  be  made  sufficiently  productive  to  defray  all  the  expenses 
of  conducting  the  penitentiary.  To  secure  this  object,  we  beg  leave  to 
suggest  that  the  Legislature  elect  a  warden  with  an  increased  salary,  or 
make  him  directly  interested  by  giving  him,  in  addition  to  his  present 
salary,  say  ten  per  cent,  on  all  the  nett  proceeds  of  the  labor;  and,  also, 
a  per  centage,  or  commutation  of  time  to  the  convicts,  for  all  the  labor  they 
shall  perform  over  and  above  a  certain  amount:  that  a  sufficient  appro- 
priation be  made  to  erect  (if  the  penitentiary  is  continued  where  it  now  is) 
sufficient  shops,  purchase  necessary  tools,  and  to  lay  in  an  ample  stock  of 
materials,  so  that  the  convicts  shall  have  constant  employment.  To  carry 
on  business  successfully,  your  committee  would^ recommend  that  there  be 
elected  or  appointed,  a  superintendent  of  work,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
superintend  the  different  departments  of  business,  and  to  see  that  all  the 
workmen  are  supplied  with  tools  and  stock,  and  that  they  are  regularly 
at  their  work.  And  to  secure  the  more  frequent  examination  of  the  pen- 
itentiary by  the  inspectors,  increase  their  pay,  or  require  of  them  periodi- 
cal meetings,  and  such  others  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  at  a  liberal 
per  diem  allowance.     A  warehouse  should  be  built,  without  the  walls,  fc  r 
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the  use  of  the  penitentiary,  at  which  all  the  business  of  contracts  and 
sales  should  be  done;  and  this  should  also  be  under  the  management  of 
the  warden.  The  warden  should  be  required  to  keep  an  accurate  account 
of  the  labor  performed  by  each  convict,  of  the  amount  and  different  kinds 
of  articles  manufactured  in  the  prison,  of  the  amount  of  sales  of  each  kind, 
and  embody  the  same  in  his  periodical  reports  to  the  board  of  inspectors. 

To  prevent  the  frequent  escapes  from  the  penitentiary,  a  more  sufficient 
and  vigilant  guard  should  be  employed.  Four  guards,  at  a  salary  of  about 
three  hundred  dollars  each,  per  year,  would  be  sufficient,  in  the  opinion  of 
your  committee,  to  keep  up  a  constant  guard  day  and  night.  They  would 
also  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  turnkey,  whose  business  it  should 
be  to  shut  up  and  let  out  the  prisoners;  to  lock  and  unlock  the  doors  of 
the  cells  and  the  prison  gates;  to  have  command  of  and  regulate  the 
guards;  and  to  have  and  exercise,  under  the  law  and  the  rules  of  the  peni- 
tentiary, a  general  supervision  over  every  thing  appertaining  to  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  prisoners.  And  we  would  also  recommend  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  clerk  to  the  warden. 

For  the  moral  improvement  of  the  convicts,  your  committee  beg  leave 
to  recommend  the  appropriation  of  a  small  sum  (say  one  hundred  dollars) 
for  the  purchase  of  a  suitable  library  for  the  prison ;  and,  to  secure  preach- 
ing every  Sabbath  in  the  penitentiary,  let  the  warden  employ  the  differ- 
ent clergy  of  the  city  to  preach,  by  turn,  to  the  prisoners;  and  authorize 
him  to  pay  to  them,  each,  five  dollars  per  day  for  the  time  so  spent. 

The  question  here  recurs  upon  the  proportion  of  the  amount  to  be  real- 
ized from  the  labor  of  the  convicts  to  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  peni- 
tentiary. 

In  Mr.  Wood's  answer  to  interrogatory  thirty-three,  he  states  that  it 
will  require,  to  conduct  the  penitentiary  for  the  two  next  years,  the  first 
year  an  appropriation  of  $1,250,  and  the  second,  $750.  This  is  independ- 
ent of  shops,  tools,  and  stock,  and  beside  the  labor  of  the  convicts.  "This 
is  based,"  he  continues,  "on  the  supposition  that  eighty  convicts  will  be  in 
the  prison  at  the  end  of  two  years." 

Let  us  suppose,  then,  that  there  will  be  sixty  convicts  in  the  prison,  who 
will  be  able  to  periorm  each  two  hundred  and  fifty  days'  labor  in  the 
year,  and  that  this  will  be  worth,  clear  of  board  and  materials,  seventy-five 
cents  per  day;  and  we  have  for  labor  $11, 250  00 

Expenses. 

Warden's  salary  -  -  -  $1,200  00 

3  inspectors,  at  $100  each  -  -  300  00 
1  turnkey  -  500  00 
1  superintendent  of  work  -  -  600  00 
1  clerk                 ....                  600  00 

4  guards,  at  $300  each  -  -  -  1,200  00 
To  physician  and  surgeon,  say  -  -  200  00 
Pay  of  clergy  -  260  00 
Clothing,  ior  sixty  men,  at  $25  per  man  -               1,500  00 

6,360  00 

$4,'890  00 
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Leaving  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety  dollars;  which  is  forty- 
three  and  a  half  per  cent.  -for  contingencies  and  fluctuation  in  the  price 
of  the  labor. 

And  that  the  penitentiary  can  he  made  thus  productive,  with  sufficient 
shops  and  tools,  and  a  supply  of  materials,  under  proper  management, 
your  committee  do  not  entertain  a  doubt. 

The  cells  are  quite  unfit  to  be  occupied  by  the  prisoners,  if  their  lives 
and  health  are  consulted;  and  your  committee  would  beg  leave  to  urge 
the  necessity  of  having  the  cells  immediately  ceiled  with  plank. 

Your  honorable  body  will  perceive,  from  the  testimony  herewith  sub- 
mitted, that  the  convicts  are  frequently  hired  out  and  taken  without  the 
walls  of  the  penitentiary  to  work.  The  objections  to  this  practice  are  too 
obvious  to  require  enumeration  here,  and  are  conclusive  with  your  com- 
mittee that  it  should  be  prohibited,  and  that  sufficient  means  should  be 
furnished  to  keep  the  convicts  constantly  employed  within  the  walls  of 
the  penitentiary. 

We  have  been  unable  to  elicit,  by  evidence,  any  rules  adopted  for  the 
government  of  the  penitentiary;  and  hence  are  compelled  to  believe  that 
the  laws  of  the  prison  repose  mostly  in  the  breast  of  the  superintendent; 
and  that  the  convicts  are  constantly  liable  to  violate  laws  or  rules  of 
which  they  have  an  imperfect  knowledge,  or  perhaps,  no  knowledge  at  all; 
and  thus  become  the  subjects  of  a  punishment  dictated  by  the  impulse  of 
the  moment,  and  meted  out  for  that  particular  offence. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  an  established  law  of 
the  penitentiary  to  shave  one  side  of  the  head  of  each  convict,  and  to 
make  their  clothes  with  such  distinctive  marks  as  would  render  them  easily 
recognized  as  convicts  if  at  large. 

The  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  penitentiary  should 
in  all  possible  instances  be  ascertained  by  law;  and  such  as  cannot  be 
foreseen  by  the  Legislature,  and  experience  may  point  out  as  necessary, 
we  would  recommend  that  they  be  made  by  the  inspectors  and  warden, 
and  submitted  to  the  Governor;  and,  if  approved  by  him,  that  they  shall 
then  become  a  part  of  the  rules  for  the  regulation  and  government  of  the 
penitentiary;  and  also  that  solitary  confinement  be  substituted  for  corpo- 
real punishment. 

To  leave  in  the  hands  of  prison  officers,  who  are  exposed  to  individual 
prejudices  and  partialities  among  the  convicts,  the  power  of  defining,  and, 
at  pleasure,  varying  their  punishment,  it  is  but  human  that  it  should  be 
misapplied  and  abused;  and  is,  therefore,  dangerous,  inexpedient,  and 
unjust.  The  penalties  of  the  laws  of  the  penitentiary  should  distinctly 
apprise  its  violators  of  their  punishment;  and  that  punishment,  being  thus 
equitably  ascertained,  should  be  inflicted  without  either  increase  or  dimi- 
nution, reducing  into  practice  the  long  established  axiom  in  theory — that 
certainty  is  vastly  more  efficacious  than  severity  in  punishment. 

There  yet  remains  to  be  paid  to  Caswell  &,  Whitaker,  $3,859,  85  for 
the  erection  of  the  new  cells.  If  this  is  paid  from  the  amount  loaned  to 
Madison  county,  there  will  be  but  $1,140  15  left — a  sum  entirely  inade- 
quate for  the  improvements  that  are  now  needed 
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The  recommendation  made  by  the  inspectors  to  lease  the  penitentiary 
to  some  responsible  individual  for  a  term  of  years,  your  committee  deem 
worthy  of  your  consideration;  and  indulge  the  belief  that  such  a  project 
might  be  adopted  as  would  be  of  benefit  to  the  State,  and  secure  all  the 
objects  for  which  penitentiaries  have  been  established. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  CRAIG, 
O.  B.  FICKLIN, 
RICHARD  MURPHY, 
G.  KERCHEVAL, 


III.  Legis.  )  H.  R.  (lira  Assem 


COUNTY  SEAT  OF  FULTON. 


Read,  and  concurred  in. 


Mr.  Moore,  from  the  Committee  on  Counties,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  Counties,  to  which  were  referred  the  petitions  and  remon- 
strance of  the  citizens  of  Fulton  county,  for  and  against  the  removal  of 
the  county  seat  of  said  county,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  petitions  and  remonstrance,  and 
find  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  names  signed  to  the  peti- 
tions, and  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-six  names  signed  to 
the  remonstrance;  they  also  find  that,  from  the  affidavits  of  different  indi- 
viduals, two  hundred  and  six  persons  signed  the  remonstrance,  after  having 
signed  the  petitions;  which  number,  your  committee  are  of  opinion,  should 
be  taken  from  the  petitions,  and  would  leave  a  majority  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  in  favor  of  the  remonstrance,  and  against  the  removal  of 
the  county  seat.  Your  committee  would  also  remark  that,  from  the  affi- 
davits of  sundry  individuals,  it  appears  that  the  persons  signing  the  remon- 
strance were  legal  voters  and  residents  of  Fulton  county.  From  all  the 
facts  which  your  committee  are  in  possession  of,  it  appears  that  a  decided 
majority  of  the  legal  voters  of  Fulton  county  are  opposed  to  a  removal  of 
the  county  seat  of  said  county ;  and,  whilst  a  law  of  this  State  is  in  force, 
declaring  "that  no  county  seat  shall  be  removed  without  the  consent  of  a 
majority  of  the  legal  voters  of  such  county,"  your  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted;  and  ask  leave 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 


III.  Legis.  )  H.  R.  S  Hth  Assem. 


LETTER 

OF    THE 

ACTING  COMMISSIONER  ILLINOIS  AND  MICHIGAN  CANAL, 

TRANSMITTING 

A  report  relative  to  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  Fox  river. 


January  19,  1839. 

Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


V  and  alia,  January  17,  1839. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
passed  on  the  12th  instant,  requesting  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the 
Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  to  communicate  any  information  they  may 
possess,  relative  to  the  feasibility  and  probable  cost  of  rendering  the  Fox 
river  navigable  to  the  northern  line  of  this  State,  the  Commissioners  re- 
spectfully submit  the  enclosed  report  and  accompanying  maps  made  by 
Captain  Burnett,  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioners,  as  containing 
all  the  information  on  that  subject  which  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Board. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant. 

JACOB  FRY, 
Acting  Commissioner. 
To  the  honorable  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Peru,  December  26,  1838. 
To  the  Commissioners 

of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 

Gentlemen:  Having  been  directed  by  the  President  of  the  Board,  in 
the  month  of  September,  1837,  to  make  a  preliminary  survey  of  the  Fox 
river,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  most  feasible  mode  of  improving  it  for 
navigation,  I  had  the  honor,  at  his  request,  to  address  you  a  letter  on  the 
30th  November  the  same  year,  presenting  the  progress  of  the  survey, 
with  the  data  then  obtained,  for  your  annual  report;  which  it  was  sup- 
posed would  suffice  until  more  time  could  be  given  to  prepare  a  report 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State. 

The  examinations  having  been  made  in  connection  with  other  surveys, 


and  the  time  for  the  performance  of  the  whole  limited  by  the  late  period 
of  the  year  when  they  were  commenced,  the  results  arrived  at  are  only 
to  be  regarded  as  approximate,  as  it  is  believed  that  further  examinations 
may  discover  more  favorable  locations  for  the  dams  and  short  lines  of 
canal,  which  form  an  essential  part  of  the  suggested  improvement,  and 
thus  diminish  the  aggregate  expense. 

Messrs.  M.  Ryan  and  J.  B.  Preston  were  my  assistants  in  these  sur- 
veys, and  have  aided  me  in  preparing  the  accompanying  sketch  of  the 
Fox  river  valley,  and  the  estimates  included  in  the  following  report. 

In  accordance  with  your  directions,  the  Fox  river  valley  has  been  ex- 
amined, from  the  site  of  the  Fox  river  feeder-dam,  about  five  miles  above 
its  junction  with  the  Illinois,  to  the  north  line  of  the  State. 

The  surface  of  water  in  the  pool,  and  about  one  and  three-fourths  miles 
above  the  feeder-dam  is  39  feet  above  low  water  of  the  Illinois  river;  and 
the  Fox  river  feeder,  with  the  pool  of  the  dam,  should  be  the  connecting 
link  of  the  improvement  of  the  river  with  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal 
at  Ottawa. 

The  estimates  proposed  for  your  consideration  are  adapted  to  a  naviga- 
tion of  the  same  capacity  as  this  navigable  feeder.  It  may  be  considered 
desirable,  if  the  State  should  prosecute  the  improvement  of  the  Fox  river, 
to  make  it  correspond  with  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal  in  its  capacity 
for  navigation.  In  this  case,  the  feeder  must  be  enlarged  to  a  canal  of  _ 
sixty  feet  surface,  and  six  feet  deep;  and  the  items  of  lockage  and  short 
lines  of  canal  in  the  present  estimate  for  the  improvement  of  Fox  river 
would  be  consequently  increased. 

It  is  ascertained  that  the  fall  in  the  river  in  no  case  exceeds  five  feet 
per  mile ;  that  it  is  only  .78  for  many  miles,  seldom  reaching  its  maxi- 
mum declivity;  and  that  its  discharge  is  comparatively  very  uniform. 
This  latter  fact  is  attributed  principally  to  the  many  lakes  that  constitute 
its  sources,  and  the  expansions  of  the  river  at  and  near  the  State  line. 
They,  in  rainy  seasons,  form  extensive  reservoirs  from  which  the  water 
is  gradually  discharged,  averting,  to  a  great  extent,  the  effect  so  often 
experienced  from  rivers  of  its  magnitude  from  frequent  freshets.  The 
proposed  improvement  it  is  believed  will  tend  to  ameliorate  the  character 
of  the  floods,  which  are  alone  to  be  feared  on  this  river,  as  the  frequent 
recurrence  of  the  darns  will  break  up  the  descending  ice,  preventing  its 
accumulation  at  any  point  to  dam  the  river.  After  due  consideration  of 
the  nature  of  the  Fox  river,  and  of  the  topographical  features  of  its  val- 
ley, I  am  induced  to  believe  that  the  most  practicable  mode  of  improve- 
ment is  slack-water  navigation,  with  occasional  short  lines  of  canal. 
There  are  several  instances  where,  by  the  location  of  a  dam  at  the  head 
of  a  rapid  portion  ot  the  stream,  the  dams  may  be  made  less  frequent;  and 
in  general  the  bank  in  such  cases  is  found  to  be  favorable  to  the  location  oi 
a  canal  from  the  dam  above  to  the  pool  of  the  dam  located  next  below. 
This  arrangement  will  enable  us  frequently  to  pass  a  rapid  portion  of  the 
stream  with  a  low  dam.  It  will  also  diminish  the  number  of  dams  re- 
quired, and  will  tend  to  the  general  utility  and  security  of  the  work. 

The  whole  line  surveyed,  extending  from  the  pool  of  the  feeder-dam 
to  the  State  line,  is  about  107  miles,  and  the  descent  of  the  river  in  that 
distance  has  been  ascertained  to  be  262  feet  From  the  State  line  down- 
ward for  about  ten  miles,  the  remarkable  expansions  of  the  river  occur, 


called  the  Pistaka  lakes.  These  lakes  are  filled  with  grass  and  wild  rice, 
and,  at  the  highest  stages  of  water,  cover  an  expanse  of  from  30  to  40 
square  miles.  Their  shores  are  very  irregular,  generally  consisting  of  low 
land  liable  to  inundation,  often  interrupted  by  projecting  points  of  high 
land  from  the  main  bluffs.  The  necessity  of  improving  this  ten  miles  of 
the  river  is  so  slight  that  it  is  not  embraced  in  the  accompanying  esti- 
mate; and  indeed  it  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  locate  a  tow- 
path  upon  either  side  of  this  expansion  of  the  river  that  would  not  be  too 
circuitous. 

The  whole  line  of  improvement  proposed  is  thus  reduced  to  97  miles, 
having  an  aggregate  descent,  from  the  Pistaka  lakes  to  the  pool  of  the 
feeder-dam,  of  254  feet;  for  which  the  following  estimates  are  adopted: 
254*  feet  of  lockage  (composite)  at  $900  per  foot  lift  $228,600 

28  brush  and  crib-dams  (average  cost)  $9,200         -         :    '     257,600 
13  miles  of  canal  (aggregate  of  short  lines  adopted)  in- 
cluding protection-wall,  &c.)  at  $12,000   -         -         -         156,000 
84  miles  of  tow-path,  (grubbing,  clearing,   and  protec- 
tion included)  average  price  per  mile  $1,575      -         -         132,300 
Tow-path  bridges,  (including  5  for  crossing  Fox  river)     -  31,000 


805,500 
Add  10  per  cent,  for  contingencies        ...         -  80,550 

Total  estimated  expense      -         -         -         -         .         _  $886,050 

The  composite  lock  has  been  adopted  in  all  cases,  from  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  stone  of  a  durable  character.  The  most  important  dams  of 
those  included  in  the  above  estimate,  are  those  located  at  or  near  Bar- 
risford's,  near  Hildesding's  mill,  at  Aurora,  at  Boardman's,  at  Geneva,  at 
Charleston,  at  Elgin,  near  Dundee,  the  average  cost  of  each  being  esti- 
mated at  $12,500.  The  character  of  the  banks  of  the  Fox  river  is  such, 
for  the  first  75  miles,  as  to  afford  a  very  favorable  location  for  a  tow-path 
upon  one  side  of  the  river  or  the  other;  and  it  is  believed  that  it  will 
only  be  necessary  to  cross  the  river  five  times,  to  obtain  the  most  desira- 
ble location  for  this  portion  of  the  improvement.  For  more  than  one- 
half  of  the  last  22  miles  it  will  be  necessary  to  construct  a  tow-path  over 
land  liable  to  inundation,  at  an  average  expense  (including  the  protection 
required)  of  $2,500  per  mile. 

The  improvement  of  Fox  river,  when  considered  with  reference  to  the 
beautiful  and  fertile  valley  through  which  it  passes,  the  immense  water- 
power  that  it  will  develope  in  a  country  peculiarly  suited  to  become  at 
some  future^day  one  of  extensive  manufacturing  interest,  and  its  connec- 
tion with  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  must  be  regarded  as  one  of  the 
highest  importance  to  the  welfare  of  its  enterprising  inhabitants,  and  the 
interests  of  the  Strie. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

Your  obedient  serv't 

WARD  B.  BURNETT, 
Res.  Eng.  W.  Divis.  III.  and  Mich.  Canal. 

♦This  amount  of  lockage  will  be  decreased  by  the  declivities  of  the  surfaces  of  thu 


j  i  nis  amount  oi  locuage  will  De  decreased  by  tl 
pools,  and  those  adopted  for  the  short  lines  of  carnal 
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REPORT 


THE  SELECT    COMMITTEE 


THE   CITY  AND  BANK   OF   CAIRO, 


SUBMITTED 


TO  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 


JANUARY  21,  1839. 


VANDALIA: 

'  William  Walters,  Public  Printer 

1839. 


CITY  AND  BANK  OF  CAIRO. 


JaNUARY  21,    1839. 

Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


Mr.  Murphy  of  Cook,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  were  re- 
ferred resolutions  relative  to  the  incorporation  of  the  City  and  Bank  of 
Cairo,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  a  resolution  making  the  follow- 
ing inquiries,  viz:  1.  Whether  the  act  incorporating  the  City  and 
Bank  of  Cairo  be  slill  in  full  force  and  effect.  2.  Whether  the  com- 
pany, claiming  to  be  incorporated  under  the  title  of  the  City  and  Bank 
of  Cairo,  are  the  original  incorporators,  or  their  legal  representatives. 
3.  Whether  the  capital  of  said  Bank  has  been  paid,  and  all  its  provis- 
ions complied  with,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law — beg  leave  to 
report: 

That  they  have  given  to  this  subject  all  the  attention  which  its  great 
importance  demands,  and  sought  for  every  information  necessary  to  its 
elucidation.  The  results  of  their  inquiries  are  herein  embodied.  They 
are  fully  sensible  of  the  delicate  nature  of  making  inquiries  into  what 
are  leaned  the  vested  rights  of  individuals  or  corporations,  and  cannot 
expect  wholly  to  escape  censure  from  interested  quarters;  but  the  duty 
has  been  imposed  on  them,  and  they  have  endeavored  to  discharge  it 
with  fidelity,  and  without  prejudice  or  partiality.  It  has  been  objected, 
in  the  course  of  their  inquiries,  that  this  subject  more  appropriately 
belongs  to  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  country,  than  the  Legislature,  for 
decision.  But  this  committee  are  of  opinion  that  they  are  consulting 
the  best  interests  -of  their  constituents,  and  of  the  State,  in  scrutinizing, 
with  a  jealous  care,  the  organization  of  a  chartered  institution,  with 
powers  to  affect  or  control  the  fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people;  and 
that  an  institution  of  this  nature,  if  not  founded  on  legitimate  authority, 
should  with  more  propriety  be  suppressed  in  the  commencement,  than 
leave  its  evils  to  be  cured  by  judicial  proceedings,  when  the  community 
had  suffered  by  their  operation.  They  are  further  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  this  Legislature  has  rightful  power,  and  authority  to  annul  or  revoke 
the  charter  of  any  corporate  body,  if  the  public  good  demands  it;  and 
that  the  Legislature  of  any  former  period  possessed  no  right  to  comer, 
on  any  individual  or  corporation,  vested  or  exclusive  privileges  which 
would  bind  or  limit  the  action  of  succeeding   Legislatures:  and  that   all 


such  exercises  of  power  are  usurpations  hostile  to  the  spirit  of  our  insti- 
tutions, and  destructive  of  those  equal  rights  which  the  people  of  every 
generation,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  rightfully  enjoy. 

The  facts  in  relation  to  the  Bank  of  Cairo,  which  have  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  your  committee,  are  the  following.  They  are  presented 
with  as  few  comments,  or  expressions  of  opinion,  as  the  nature  of  the 
inquiries  would  admit: 

In  the  year  1818,  and  while  this  State  was  under  a  Territorial  Govern- 
ment, a  company  was  incorporated  under  the  title  of  "The  City  and  Bank 
of  Cairo."  The  following  are  the  preamble  and  principal  of  its  pro- 
visions : 

"Whereas  John  G.  Comyges,  Thomas  H.    Harris,   Thomas  F.    Her- 
bert,  Charles  Slade,   Shadrach  Bond,  Michael  Jones,   Warren  Brown, 
Edward  Humphreys,  and  Charles  W.  Hunter,  have    become  proprietors, 
by  purchase  from  the  United  States,  of  all  that  certain   tract   of  land, 
situate  between  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  and  near  the  junction  of 
the  same,  and    which    said  tract  of  land  is  particularly  known  and  dis- 
tinguished, upon  a  map  or  chart  of  that  district  of  the  Territory  of  Illi- 
nois in  which  the  same   is    comprised,   as    follows,  viz:  south  fractional 
half  of  section  number  fourteen,  south   fractional   half  of  section  number 
fifteen,  fractional  section  number  twenty- two,  twenty-three,  and  twenty- 
four,  north  fractional  half  of  section   number  twenty-five,  north   half  of 
section  number  twenty  six,  and  the  northeast  fractional  quarter  of  section 
number  twenty- seven,  in  township  number  seventeen,  south  of  range  one 
west,and  containing,in  the  whole, eighteen  hundred  acres,or  thereabout: 
And  whereas  the  said  proprietors  represent  that  there  is,  in  their  opinion, 
no  position  in  the  whole  extent  of  these  Western  States  better  calculated, 
as  it  respects  commercial  advantages  and  local  supply,  for  a  great  and 
important  city,  than  that  afforded  by  the  junction  of  those  two  great 
highways,  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers  ;  but  that  nature  having  denied 
to  the  extreme  point  formed  by  their  union,  a  sufficient  degree  of  elevation 
to  protect  the  improvements  made  thereon  from  the  ordinary  inundations 
of  the  adjacent  waters,  such  elevation  is  to  be  found  only  upon    the    tract 
above   mentioned    and  described,  so    that    improvements    and    property 
made  and  located  thereon  may  be  deemed  perfectly  and  absolutely  secure 
from  all  such  ordinary  inundations,  and   liable   to   injury  only   from   the 
concurrence  of  unusually  high  and  simultaneous   inundations  of  both  of 
said  rivers — an  event    which   is  alleged    but  rarely    to  happen,   and  the 
injurious  consequences  of  which  it  is, considered    practicable,  by  proper 
embankments,   wholly,    and    effectually,  and   permanently,  to   obviate: 
And  whereas  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  city,  erected  at  or  near  as  is  pracJ 
ticable  to  the  junction  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  (provided  it  be 
thus  secured  by  sufficient  embankments,   or  in  such  other  way  as  expe- 
rience may  prove  most  efficacious  for  that  purpose,  jrorn  every  such   ex- 
traordinary inundation,)  must  necessarily  become  a  place  of  vast  conse- 
quence to  the  prosperity  of  this  growing  Territory,  and  in    fact  to  that 
of  the  greater   part  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  Western    States:  And 
whereas  the  abovenamed  proprietors  are  desirous   of  erecting  such   city 
under  the  sanction  and   patronage  of  the  Legislature   of  this    Territory, 
and  also  of  providing  by  law  for  the  security  and  prosperity  of  the  same; 
and,  to  that  end,  propose  to  appropriate  the  one-third  part  of  all  moneys 


arising  from  the  sale  and  disposition  of  the  lots  into  which  the  same  be 
surveyed,  as  a  fund  for  the  construction  and  preservation  of  such  dykes, 
levees,  and  other  embankments  as  may  be  necessary  to  render  the  same 
perfectly  secure;  and  also,  if  such  fund  shall  be  deemed  sufficient  thereto, 
for  the  erection  of  public  edifices,  and  such  other  improvements  in  said 
city  as  may  be,  from  time  to  time,  considered  expedient  and  practicable  ; 
and  to  appropriate  the  other  two-third  parts  of  said  purchase  moneys  to 
the  operations  of  banking:  And  whereas  it  is  considered  that  an  act  to 
incorporate  the  said  proprietors  and  their  associates,  viz :  all  such  per- 
sons as  shall,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  hereafter  become  proprietors  of 
the  tract  above  mentioned  and  described — as  a  body  corporate  and  politic, 
while  it  guarantees,  to  all  those  who  may  become  freeholders  or  resident 
within  said  city,  the  fullest  security  as  to  their  habitations  and  property, 
will  at  the  same  time  concentrate  the  views  and  facilitate  the  operations 
of  the  said  proprietors  and  their  said  associates,  in  rendering  the  said 
city  secure  from  all  such  inundations  as  aforesaid,  and  in  promoting  the 
internal  prosperity  of  the  same :  Therefore, 

"Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted^  That  the  said  John  G.  Comyges,  Thomas  H. 
Harris,  Thomas  F.  Herbert,  Charles  Slade,  Shadrach  Bond,  Michael 
Jones,  Warren  Brown,  Edward  Humphreys,  and  Charles  W.  Hunter, 
proprietors,  as  aforesaid,  of  the  said  tract  of  land  above  mentioned,  and 
all  such  persons  as  may  hereafter  become  proprietors,  by  purchase  or 
otherwise,  of  any  portion  of  the  same,  being  at  the  same  time  stockhol- 
ders in  the  bank  hereinafter  to  be  provided  for  •,  and  also  all  such  persons 
as  may  become  stockholders  in  said  bank,  without  being  proprietors  of 
of  any  of  said  lots,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  ordained,  constituted,  and 
appointed  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  in  fact  and  in  name  of  the  Presi- 
dent, Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Cairo;  and  by  that  name, 
they  and  their  associates,  proprietors  and  stockholders  as  aforesaid,  may, 
for  thirty  years  hereafter,  have  succession,  &c. 

"Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  John  G.  Comyges, 
and  his  associates,  and  his  and  their  heirs  and  assigns,  proprietors  as  afore- 
said, shall,  within  the  space  of  nine  months  from  the  passing  of  this  act, 
proceed  to  lay,  off  at  the  expense  of  said  proprietors,  upon  such  site  in 
said  tract  as  may  be  deemed  most  eligible  therefor,  a  city,  to  be  known  and 
distinguished  by  the  name  of  Cairo,  &c. 

"Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  price  of  the  said  lots 
into  which  the  said  site  shall  be  so  laid  off  as  aforesaid  shall  be  fixed  and 
limited  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each ;  and  the  moneys  arising 
from  the  sale  and  disposition  thereof  shall  be  appropriated  as  follows,  to 
wit:  two-thirds  part  thereof,  that  is  to  say,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars on  each  and  every  lot,  shall  constitute  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank; 
which  capital  stock  shall  be  divided  into  twice  as  many  shares  as  there  are 
lots;  one-half  of  which  shares  shall  belong  to  the  purchasers  of  said  lots, 
in  the  proportion  of  one  share  to  each  lot;  and  the  remaining  half  of 
said  shares  shall  be  the  property  of  the  said  John  G.  Comyges  and  his 
associates  aforesaid,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  proprietors  as  aforesaid,  in 
proportion  to  the  interest  which  they  may  respectively  hold  in  the 
same;  the  remaining  one-third  part  ofnhe  purchase  money  of  said  lots  to 
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constitute  a  fund  to  be  exclusively  appropriated  to  the  security  and  im- 
provement of  said  city,  in  manner  as  is  hereinafter  more  particularly 
directed. 

"Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  lor  the 
said  John  G.  Comyges  and  his  said  associates,  his  and  their  heirs  and 
assigns,  proprietors  as  aforesaid,  to  nominate  and  appoint  by  themselves, 
or  their  attorneys  thereto  lawfully  authorized,  so  many  commissioners  as 
they  may  deem  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  subscriptions  for 
the  purchase  of  said  lots,  upon  the  terms  herein  above  stated ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  such  commissioners  to  advertise  for  sale  so  many  of  said 
lots  as  they  shall  be  respectively  authorized  to  sell,  and  to  receive  sub- 
scriptions for  the  same." 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  correctness  of  the  representations  made  by 
the  said  company  in  this  act,  your  committee  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Register  of  the  Land-office  in  Kaskaskia,  some  weeks  since,  to  which  no 
answer  has  been  returned.  From  inquiry  made  at  the  Auditor's  office, 
however,  they  have  ascertained  that  fractional  section  number  twenty- 
three,  forming  a  very  large  portion  of  the  tract  mentioned  in  the  act  as 
the  property  of  the  company,  had  never  been  entered  till  the  year  1835 ; 
and  that  the  company  had  never  been  proprietors  of  the  same,  by  pur- 
chase or  otherwise.  They  further  ascertained  that  the  east  fractional 
half  fourteen,  southwest  fractional  twenty-four,  and  north  fractional  half 
twenty-five,  also,  north  east  twenty-six,  were  entered  July  !26th,  1817, 
by  John  G.  Comyges,  and  by  him  suffered  to  revert  to  the  United  States, 
for  a  failure  to  pay  the  residue  of  the  purchase  money;  and  that  these 
last  mentioned  lands,  together  with  the  south  fractional  half  fifteen,  frac- 
tional sections  number  twenty-two  and  twenty-three,  were  entered  in 
August  and  September,  1835,  by  Sidney  Breese,  Miles  A.  Gilbert,  and 
Thomas  Swanwick. 

Thus  it  appears  that  all  that  portion  of  the  land  on  which  this  incorpo- 
ration was  founded  reverted  to,  or  remained  in,  the  United  States,  except 
the  northeast  twenty-six  and  the  northeast  fractional  twenty-seven, 
which  were  entered  July  2Sth,  1817,  by  Shadrach  Bond  and  P.  Menard, 
as  trustees  of  Warren  Brown. 

From  information  received  from  D.  B.  Holbrook,  commissioner  for 
receiving  subscriptions  for  the  purchase  of  lots  in  the  city  of  Cairo,  they 
have  learned  that  the  Central  Railroad  Company  next  became  possessed 
of  considerable  portions  of  said  land,  which  they  transferred  to  the  Cairo 
City  and  Canal  Company.  This  last  company  was  authorized  by  its 
charter  to  purchase  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  township  seventeen,  above 
mentioned,  more  particularly  the  tract  incorporated  in  1818,  as  the  city 
of  Cairo — but  banking  operations  are  expressly  prohibited. 

They  next  ascertained  that  this  same  tract  of  land  was  conveyed,  by 
deed  of  trust,  to  the  New  York  J,ife  Insurance  "and  Trust  Company  by 
articles  of  agreement  between  the  Illinois  Exporting  Company  and  the 
Cairo  City  and  Canal  Company,  of  each  of  which  companies  D.  B.  Hol- 
brook is  President. 

Such  is  the  history  of  this  case,  in  as  connected  a  form  as  it  could  be 
traced  by  the  committee. 


In  regard  to  the  first  branch  of  the  inquiry,  namely,  whether  the  act 
incorporating  the  City  and  Bant  of  Cairo  be  still  in  force,  they  would 
observe  that  John  G.  Comyges  and  others,  mentioned  in  the  charter, 
were  not  incorporated  as  associated  individuals  are  in  other  cases;  but 
they  were  incorporated,  as  a  company,  proprietors  of  a  certain  tract  of 
land;  for  in  every  clause  of  the  act  where  they  are  named,  they  are 
named  as  proprietors  of  this  land;  and  as  such  they  were  incorporated. 
The  preamble,  as  well  as  the  body  of  the  act,  shows  that  the  possession 
of  this  land,  and  the  erection  of  a  city  thereon,  "which  must  necessarily 
become  a  place  of  vast  consequence  to  the  prosperity  of  this  growing- 
Territory,  and  in  fact  to  that  of  the  greater  pan  of  the  inhabitants  of 
these  Western  States,"  were  the  inducements  held  out  for  granting  the  act 
of  incorporation.  They  would  observe,  further,  that  as  the  land  embraced 
in  the  charter  has  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  original  company,  and 
as  the  stock  of  said  bank  was  to  be  derived  from  the  sale  of  portions  of 
said  land,  this  company  has  not  the  means  left  on  which  to  base  their 
banking  operations,  as  required  by  the  charter. 

The  land  embraced  in  the  city  of  Cairo,  as  originally  incorporated,  has 
evidently  passed  into  the  hands  of  another  and  a  different  corporation : 
and  as  banking  was  only  one  of  the  incidents  of  said  company,  founded 
solely  on  the  proprietorship  of  said  city,  it  would  seem  plain,  that,  when 
said  property  reverted  to  the  Government,  and  became  the  property  of 
other  individuals  and  corporations,  the  banking  powers  annexed  to  it,  as 
well  as  the  company  itself,  became  extinct.  The  charter  in  that  respect 
being  an  unit,  when  any  portion  of  it  was  voided  by  the  company,  it 
nullified  the  whole. 

In  regard  to  the  second  branch  of  the  inquiry,  the  committee  are  in- 
formed that  only  two  of  the  original  corporators  are  now  living;  and 
they  have  not  ascertained  that  these  survivors  are  connected  with  the 
Cairo  City  and  Canal  Company,  or  the  Exporting  Company;  nor  would 
such  connection  in  any  way  change  the  nature  of  their  title.  The  origi- 
nal act  incorporates  the  persons  therein  named,  together  with  all  such 
persons  as  may  hereafter  become  proprietors,  by  purchase  or  otherwise, 
of  any  portion  of  the  same.  This  cannot  be  construed  to  mean  any  per- 
sons but  such  as  have  derived  a  title,  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  from  the 
said  proprietors,  and  cannot  extend  to  those  who  might  thereafter  derive 
a  title  from  the  United  States,  in  case  the  land  reverted.  The  word  "per- 
sons," in  all  legal  enactments,  means  natural  persons,  and  not  artificial 
persons,  such  as  corporations. — (Breese's  Reports,  Betts  vs.  Menard.)  It 
follows,  therefore,  that  the  Cairo  City  and  Canal  Company  cannot  be 
considered  as  any  portion  of  the  body  politic  created  by  said  act;  nor 
can  the  committee  conceive  how  said  company  can  claim,  by  assignment, 
cbevise,  or  any  legal  form  of  descent,  to  be  a  legal  representative  of  any, 
or  all,  of  the  original  corporators.  The  claim,  therefore,  by  this  com- 
pany, or  by  the  Exporting  Company,  to  exercise  corporate  and  political 
powers  granted  to  a  former  and  different  body  of  individuals,  merely  be- 
cause they  obtained  possession  of  their  stock,  is  attaching  corporate  and 
political  powers  to  the  ownership  of  property,  and  selling  or  transferring 
said  powers  with  said  property — a  species  of  entail  feudal  in  its  nature, 
unknown  to  our  laws,  and  repugnant  to  the  institutions  of  our  country. 
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In  regard  to  the  third  branch  of  the  inquiry,  in  addition  to  what  has 
been  already  stated,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  requisition  of 
the  4th  section  of  the  act  of  incorporation  has  not  been  complied  with. 
That  section  enacts  that  it  shall  be  iawful  for  said  "John  G.  Comyges  and 
his  said  associates,  proprietors  aforesaid,  to  nominate  and  appoint  so 
many  commissioners  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving subscriptions  for  the  purchase  of  said  lots."  On  making  inquiry 
of  D.  B.  Holbrook,  as  to  who  commissioned  him  to  receive  subscriptions 
for  the  purchase  of  lots  in  said  city  of  Cairo,  he  stated  that  he  was  com- 
missioned by  the  Cairo  City  and  Canal  Company,  which  is,  as  before  sta- 
ted, a  company  entirely  different  from  the  original  company,  and  deriving 
no  powers  under  its  charter;  a  company,  also,  which  is  expressly  inhib- 
ited all  banking  powers  by  its  charter.  Your  committee  would  conclude, 
therefore,  by  stating  that  the  provisions  of  this  section  of  the  act  have 
not  been  complied  with ;  nor  have  they  been  able  to  ascertain  that  the 
original  company  did  any  thing  in  order  to  cany  into  effect  the  objects 
contemplated  by  the  act  of  incorporation. 

And  whereas  doubts  exist  whether  said  institution  is  authorized,  by 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  this  State,  to  exercise  banking  powers: 
Therefore, 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  That  the 
Attorney  General  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  forthwith  to  institute  a 
judicial  inquiry  into  the  legality  and  conduct  of  said  bank,  and  that  he 
prosecute  such  inquiry  by  writ  of  quo  warranto,  or  other  legal  process. 


111.  Legis.    {  ri.  It.  1  HTH  Assem. 


CAIRO  BANK. 

January  24,  1839. 

Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Hardin,  from    the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  were  referred  the  report  and  reso- 
lutions presented  by  the  select  committee  on  the  Bank  of  Cai?-o,  report: 

They  amend  the  preamble,  by  striking  out  the  first  line  on  the  last 
page,  and  insert  as  follows: 

"And  whereas  doubts  exist  whether  said  institution  is  authorized." 

And  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  preamble  and  resolution  as 
amended. 

The  committee  find  in  the  report  of  the  select  committee  the  following 
paragragh : 

"They  are  further  decidedly  of  opinion  that  this  Legislature  has  right- 
ful power  and  authority  to  amend  or  revoke  the  charter  of  any  corporate 
body,  if  the  public  good  demand  it ;  and  that  the  Legislature  of  any  for- 
mer period  possessed  no  right  to  confer,  on  any  individual  or  corporation, 
vested  or  exclusive  privileges  which  would  bind  or  limit  the  action  of 
succeeding  Legislatures;  and  that  all  such  excercises  of  power  are  usur- 
pations hostile  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  destructive  of  those 
equal  rights  which  the  people  of  every  generation  in  their  sovereign 
capacity  rightfully  enjoy." 

Your  committee  cannot  concur  in  the  opinion  advanced  in  the  forego- 
ing extract.  They  view  such  sentiments  as  at  war  with  the  doctrine  of 
vested  rights,  which  has  been  settled  and  concurred  in  in  all  free  govern- 
ments, as  destructive  of  the  principles  of  our  government,  and  in  viola- 
tion of  the  well  settled  doctrines  of  justice  and  constitutional  law. 

As  this  subject  has  been  brought  before  the  Legislature  by  the  report 
of  the  committee,  and  is  spread  upon  the  journals  of  this  House,  they 
deem  it  a  subject  of  too  much  importance  to  be  passed  over  in  silence, 
and  they  think  it  due  to  this  Legislature  to  disavow  their  sanction  of  such 
doctrines.     They,  therefore,  offer  for  adoption  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  That  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  Legislature  that  a  charter  duly  granted,  under  an  act 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  to  a  bank  or  other  private  corpo- 
ration, is,  when  accepted,  a  contract  with  the  parties  to  whom  the  grant 
is  made ;  and  if  such  charter  be  unduly  granted,  or  subsequently  misused, 
it  may  be  avoided  by  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  justice,  in  due  course 
of  law,  and  not  otherwise,  unless  in  pursuance  of  a  power  expressly 
reserved  in  the  charter. 


J                                 H.  R.  \  Hth  Assem. 

l.  Legis.     I  _, 


BANK  OF  ILLINOIS-INCREASE  OF  CAPITAL. 


January   28,  1839. 

Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


[r.  Gouge,  from  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  made  the 
following 

REPORT: 

The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  regrets  that 
e  cannot  coincide  with  the  majority  of  that  committee  on  the  subject  oi 
icreasing  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawneetow n ;  and  noto- 
ur but  the  great  importance  of  the  subject  would  induce  him  to  oppose 
is  individual  opinions  against  those  of  the  majority,  for  whose  judgment 
nd  integrity  he  entertains  so  great  a  respect. 

The  following  are,  among  many,  the  reasons  on  which  this  dissent  is 

TirsU  That  borrowing  two  millions  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars 
,r  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  capital  of  this  bank,  at  a  time  when  a 
arge  amount  of  internal  improvement  and  canal  bonds  must  be  thrown 
ato  market,  is  calculated  to  impair  and  materially  injure  the  only  means 
vithm  the  control  of  the  State  for  prosecuting  her  works  ot  internal  im- 

ThTcredit  of  a  State,  like  that  of  an  individual,  is  limited  by ;  its  known 
■esources  to  meet  the  interest  on  its  debts,  and  its  ultimate  ability  to  pay 
he  principal.  The  present  debt  of  the  State  added  to  the  amoun t  neces- 
;ary  to  complete  our  canal,  railroads,  and  other  public  works  ^Morm 
■egate  that  may  of  itself  create  distrust  in  the  minds  of  European 


m  aggicg 
ipitalist 


In  the  London  Times,  of  December  13,  a  paper  whose  financial  articles 
are  considered  good  authority,  it  is  stated  -that  Arnencan  stocks  have 
crowded  into  the  Amsterdam  market,  until,  like  that  of  L«idon,  hey 
have  become  unsaleable;  and  from  the  present  aspect  of ^  the ^  stocK 
market  at  Paris,  where  various  of  the  most  accredited  as  welL as i^mm 
generally  have  fallen  into  disrepute,  or  are  at  a  discount  it  may  bej veu 
doubted  whether  American  stocks,  admitted  to  be  unsaleable^  here  and  at 
Amsterdam,  will  be  so  eagerly  sought  after  as  is  anticipated 

From  this  view  of  the  State  of  the  foreign  stock  ma^et^noVtment  in 
ability  that  the  creation  of  this  large  loan  may  ^^f^S^g1Sa^ 
procuring  funds  for  the  completion  of  our  works  of  internal  mprove 
ment— an  event  which   would  be  attended   with   immense   loss   to   tne 


State— and  the  uncertainty  and  difficulty  that  may  reasonably  be  anti 
pated  in  disposing  of  a  sufficient  amount  of  bonds  to  fulfill  the  requi 
ments  of  the  law,  it  would  be  imprudent  and  dangerous  to  add  to  th< 
difficulties  by  authorizing  loans  for  other  purposes. 

Second.     That  the  dividends  on  the  bank  stock  may  prove  insufficie 
to  pay  the  interest  on  the  loans. 

The  profits  of  banking  are  dependent  on  so  many  contingencies  tfc 
there  is  no  certainty  that  the  dividends  to  be  derived  from  the  propoi 
investment  will  be  equal  to  the  amount  paid  out,  and  the  State  may  I 
called  on  to  pay  the  interest  from  her  own  resources.  Should  this  i 
pass  the  State  will  have  invested  in  banking  the  enormous  sum  of  fr 
millions  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  if,  by  any  untoward  eve* 
our  banks  should  not  be  able  to  declare  a  dividend— an  event,  it  may  I 
observed,  of  no  rare  occurrence— the  interest  on  this  sum,  amounting  1 
three  hundred  and  fifty-four  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  must  be  Sail 
Irom  some  other  source;  and,  should  none  be  available  to  meet  such  es 
gency,  the  credit  of  the  State  would  be  impaired,  and  the  progress  of  oi< 
internal  improvement  impeded,  or  the  system  itself  destroyed. 

Ihe  minority  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  express  at  this  time  ait 
opinion  as  to  the  merits  or  demerits  of  our  banking  system.  It  mat 
however,  be  observed  that  placing  so  large  an  amount  of  money  in  th 
hands  of  persons  neither  elected  by,  nor  responsible  to,  the  people  of  1 
State,  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  institutions;  and  though  it  is  admit 
ted  that  the  individuals  now  at  head  of  this  bank  are  not  surpassed  h 
any  for  probity  financial  skill,  and  integrity  of  character;  yet,  it  may  h 
asked  what  would  be  the  situation  of  the  State  should  the  managemen 
ol  the  bank  be  placed  in  unworthy  and  incompetent  hands'? 

In  conclusion,  the  minority  are  of  opinion  that  the  increase  of  th< 
capital  of  this  bank  cannot  be  of  general  benefit.  It  may  indeed  furnish 
banking  facilities  to  a  few  towns  and  a  limited  number  of  individuals,  tc 
the  injury  of  other  towns  and  other  individuals,  and  thereby  add  to  thai 
very  inequality  which  it  is  the  intention  of  this  bill,  in  part,  to  remedy 
Ail  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  WILSON  GOUGE. 


)                                H.   R.                                i  11th  Assem. 
Legis.    J  — — —  ( 


DIVORCES. 


February  28,  1839. 

Read,  and  adopted. 


Mr.  Fisk,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

„  Committer  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  were  referred  several  petitions  for 
u  Committee         ^^  J^  the  follomng  report: 

The  man,  doubts,  entertained  by  men ^seo^^e  eotiUed  U> 

eat  weight,  of  the  policy  of  .Legwl»tures  t0  |nt  and  presSing  applica- 
ble^ to  a  careful  invest.gation,     The  constant  anj  P  g    FF 
)nJs  to  the  Legislature  at  «£  ^£  £%£ urn  -         p^  ^ 
milar  to  those  now  before  your  comm  it  tee  dejn  ge  ^ 
5cisive  expression   of  opmion  which  ma       ereg         l't  J  a  matter  of 

!elinany  ^T^^^^ZSnt^S^  necessarily  di- 
jgret  to  your  committee  that  the i    aire m  consider  this 

Jted  to  other  subjects,  and  permitted  ^^^^uld  be  regarded 
Ltter  than  they  could  have  ^f{^U^^ee  exercise  "of  the 
s  a   subject  of  highest  ™gni  tude-that mme  I  ed 

ivers   functions  of  government,  each   department  snou  nt 

trict,y  within  the sph *«j£™W**e  X^  "xereise  of  the 
,f  the  power  of  one  deP»rtmen1t.u,P°ntruarded6aaainst   with  the  most 
.thers  is  a  usurpation,  and  should   be  S^^f  0f?eeislation,   as    iairly 
ealous    care.     The   great    prominent   0j££^ 
pointed  out  in  our  constitution,  are  to ^Muta  ru  e  J  ^  enact 

nd  preservation  of  rights,  and  afhx  a  pe.na ley  lor  au  n  ,  fc 

mGhPlaws  as  are  consistent  with  t^co— ^^P^,  be 
,11  the  great  interests  o    ^etv.      lo  ren ^  th 

seen  was  one  great  object  in  the    con  i  '  precise  definition, 

contract  is  set  down  in  the  ^"^^M  what  shall  consti- 
still  the  remedy  is  a  subject  of  legislative  acuo ,  to  ^^ 


not  feel  themselves  called  upon  positively  to  decide;  but  the  policy  c 
impolicy  of  legislative  interference  with  this  institution  is  a  matter  c 
serious  inquiry.  A  very  small  share  of  experience  in  legislative  pro 
ceedings  may  satisfy  the  most  incredulous  that  a  State  Legislature  is  bu 
an  ill-fitted  tribunal  to  settle  justly  the  conflicting  interests  which  oftei 
flow  from  violated  contracts.  The  institution  of  marriage  so  nearlj 
concerns  the  internal  quiet  of  social  community,  and  connected  with  sc 
great  a  variety  of  important  interests,  reaching  beyond  themselves,  as 
shows  the  propriety  of  not  ?llowing  a  dissolution  of  marriage  for  slight 
and  trivial  causes.  In  this  matter  rights  are  acquired,  interests  united, 
and  happiness  or  misery  following  so  closely  that  nothing  but  strong  and 
pressing  causes  should  be  permitted  to  effect  a  separation.  It  is  a  sub- 
ject worthy  of  reflection,  and  one  which  addresses  ilself  to  the*higher 
motives  of  legislative  action,  that,  in  those  States  and  countries  where 
divorces  are  obtained  with  much  difficulty,  and  are  never  granted  but 
for  causes  to  which  the  judicial  power  could  never  extend  relief,  less 
cases  occur,  and  fewer  are  the  domestic  broils  which  agitate  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  families.  It  is  a  matter  within  the  observation  of  all— that 
the  facility  with  which  petitions  for  divorce  have  been  granted  by  Legis- 
latures has  resulted  in  a  serious  evil.  Attempts  are  often  made  to  effect 
this  matter  in  the  Legislature,  without  the  feeblest  grounds  of  the  truth 
of  the  report  in  the  petition.  When  society  is  accustomed  to  regard 
the  institution  of  marriage  as  one  which  cannot  be  violated  but  for  great 
causes,  the  complaining  parties  will  often  make  a  virtue  of  necessity,  and, 
by  mutual  concession,  strive  to  smooth  down  asperities  of  temper  and 
disposition  which  might  otherwise  rise  into  a  flame,  and  obliterate  a 
growing  accumulation  of  retaliation  and  subsequent  misery,  which  are 
but  too  frequently  invited  arid  fostered  by  the  process  of  divorce  as  car- 
ried out  by  our  legislators;  and  with  this  view,  your  committee  would 
offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  unwise,  injudicious,  and  improper  for  this  Legis- 
lature to  grant  divorces  in  any  case  that  may  be  presented. 


Ill,  Legis.  I  H-  R- 


REPORT 


fe 


TH  ASSEM. 


THE  FUND  COMMISSIONERS 


RELATIVE 


To  the  condition  of  the  Bank  of  Illinois,  and  branches,  on  the  17th  Novem- 
ber, 1838. 


February  28,  1839. 

Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Fund  Commissioners'  Office, 

Vandalia,  February  25,  1839. 

The  14th  section  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  capital 
stock  of  certain  banks,  and  to  procure  means  to  pay  interest  on  a  loan 
authorized  by  an  act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  system  of  internal  im- 
provement," requires  that  the  Fund  Commissioners  shall  make  biennial 
examinations  of  each  of  the  banks  in  this  State,  and  make  report  at  each 
session  of  the  Generally  Assembly  which  may  be  held  after  the  making 
of  such  examinations. 

In  pursuance  of  this  piovision,  the  undersigned,  Fund  Commissioners, 
report  that  they  met  in  the  town  of  Shawneetown,  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember last,  and  proceeded  to  examine  into  the  state  and  condition  of  the 
Bank  of  Illinois.  The  annexed  statement  exhibits  the  standing  of  the 
bank  at  that  time.  The  undersigned  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  the 
business  of  this  institution  has  been  conducted  in  the  most  satisfactory 
manner.  The  amount  of  paper  discounted,  and  the  various  sums  for 
which  the  bank  holds  the  notes  of  individuals  in  different  sections  of  the 
State,  varying  from  fifty  dollars  to  ten  thousand  dollars,  would  seem  to  in- 
dicate that  the  directors  have  made  it  a  cardinal  point  to  diffuse  the  ac- 
commodations of  the  bank  to  the  greatest  number  of  persons  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  the  institution.  Every  facility  was  extended  by  the 
officers  of  the  bank  to  enable  the  Board  to  make  a  full  and  satisfactory 
examination  into  all  its  various  departments  and  modes  of  transacting 
business;  and  we  cannot  withhold  the  remark  that  we  believe  the  insti- 
tution to  be  perfectly  safe  and  solvent.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted. 

M.  M.  RAWLINGS, 
CHAS.  OAKLEY, 

Fund  Commissioners. 
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III.  Legis.    i  JJ.    R.  5  11th  Assem. 

REPORT 

OF     THE 

COMMITTEE  ON  THE  JUDICIARY, 

RELATIVE     TO 

THE     REPEAL    OF     ALL    LAWS 

AUTHORIZING 

I 

THE    RETAILING    OF    INTOXICATING    LIQUORS 

SUBMITTED    TO 

THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
JANUARY  26,  1839. 


VANDALIA,  ILL. 

William  Walters,  Public  Printer. 


1839. 


REPEAL    OF    LAWS    AUTHORIZING     THE    RETAIL    OF    INTOXICATING 

LIQUORS. 


January  26,  1839. 
Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  5,000  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Hardin,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the  following 
REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  numerous  petitions 
from  the  counties  of  Tazwcll,  Vermilion,  Shelby,  Madison,  St.  Clair, 
Schuyler,  Bond,  Henry,  Greene,  Morgan,  Hancock,  Putnam,  Sangamon 
and  Lawrence,  praying  the  Legislature  to  repeal  all  laws  permitting  the  re- 
tail of  ardent  spirits,  submit  the  following  report: 

Your  committee  have  given  the  subject  that  careful  consideration 
which  its  importance,  and  the  request  of  so  large  and  respectable  a  body 
of  petitioners  demand*  And  if  it  shall  be  found,  in  this  report 
and  the  accompanying  bill,  that  they  have  not  gone  so  far  in  their  recom- 
mendations as  the  dictates  of  that  stern  morality  which  would  eradicate 
an  apparent  evil,  without  regard  to  consequences,  would  prescribe ;  or  if 
it  shall  appear  to  others  that  they  have  gone  further  than  reason  or  jus- 
tice requires  their  apology  must  be  found  in  that  sense  of  duty  which 
const  rains  them  to  framelegislative  enactments  to  suit,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, all  classes  of  the  community,  without  reference  to  the  views  of  either 
those  whose  feelings  of  propriety  would  restrain  them  from  violating 
any  legal  requirement,  or  those  whose  moral  sense  is  so  blunted  that 
they  are  disposed  to  disregard  all  laws. 

To  the  legislator,  thfe  subject  of  intemperance  is  replete  with  inter- 
est. The  moralist  regards  it  as  it  affects  the  conduct  and  social  happi- 
ness of  individuals;  the  divine,  as  it  influences  its  victim  to  disregard 
the  thoughts  of  eternity;  but  it  is  for  the  legislator  to  consider  it  in  its 
tendency  to  lead  to  a  breach  of  the  good  order  of  society,  to  the  viola- 
tion of  law,  to  crime,  to  insanity,  and  to  pauperism. 

There  are  some  forms  of  intemperance  in  which  its  victim  may  in- 
dulge, which  it  does  not  appear  to  your  committee  that  it  is  in  the  pow- 
er of  legislative  enactment  to  prevent.  If  a  man  will  purchase  his  bar- 
rel of  whiskey,  and  at  home,  or  in  solitude,  will  drink  to  drunkenness,  and 


thus  render  himself  more  grovelling  than  a  beast — it  has  not  been  con- 
sidered in  the  United  States,  that  this  was  a  case  which  would  authorize 
the  intervention  of  law.  Here  the  man  was  abusing  himself,  not  injur- 
ing the  peace  of  society.  His  appropriate  adviser  is  the  moralist  and 
the  divine. 

When  we  reflect,  however,  that  the  laws  of  our  State,  as  they  now 
stand,  rind  are  interpreted  by  those  whose  province  it  is  to  carry  them 
into  effect,  not  only  permit,  but  rather  invite  to  the  retail  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquors,  it  is  surely  time  for  the  Legislature  of  our  State  to  consider 
whether  there  should  not  be  a  remedy  applied  to  eradicate  this  evil. 

At  this  day,  when  the  public  mind  has  become  so  well  aware  of  the 
paternal  connection  which  exists  between  intemperance  and  crime,  we 
will  not  stop  to  argue  that  question  anew.  Constituted,  however,  as  the 
great  majority  of  your  committee  is,  of  practising  lawyers  from  the  va- 
rious quarters  of  our  State,  we  feel  bound  to  add  our  testimony  to  the 
mass  of  evidence  already  given  on  this  subject.  In  a  large  majority  of 
the  violations  of  criminal  law,  which  have  come  under  our  observation 
in  the  courts  of  this  State,  the  original  cause  of  the  commission  of  the 
crime  was  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors;  and  in  that  large  class  of  cases 
of  violations  of  the  personal  rights  of  individuals,  as  affrays,  assault 
and  battery,  riots,  assaults  with  deadly  weapons,  manslaughter  and  mur- 
der, we  are  fully  convinced,  from  our  observation,  that  from  three-fourths 
to  nine-tenths  have  their  origin  in   the  same  unfortunate  source. 

,  It  is  a  source  of  gratifying  reflection  to  every  citizen  of  Illinois,  that, 
so  great  are  the  facilities  for  obtaininga  support  in  our  productive  and 
growing  State,  it  requires  but  a  small  portion  of  the  time  and  labor 
of  any  individual  to  provide  a  competent  support  for  himself  and  family. 
Notwithstanding  this,  we  have  pauperism  amongst  us,  and  every  county 
is  afflicted  with  a  roll  of  helpless  paupers.  Some  of  your  committee 
have  paid  attention  to  this  subject;  and  they  are  fully  convinced,  from 
the  result  of  their  inquiries,  that  not  less  than  three-fourths  of  the  pau- 
pers in  Illinois  h*ve  become  so  from  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  ob- 
tained at  groceries.  In  some  of  the  counties  where  their  attention  hast 
been  most  particularly  directed  to  these  inquiries,  they  have  discovered 
that  some  of  the  most  helpless  cases  of  paupers  have  originated  as  fol- 
lows: A  man  dependant  upon  his  daily  exertions  for  his  support  would, 
on  an  idle  winter  day, go  into  a  grocery,  become  intoxicated  so  that  he 
could  not  walk,  remain  there  until  the  grocery  keeper  was  about  to  shut 
up  his  shop  for  the  night,  and  then  he  would  be  rolled  out  of  the  door  by 
the  very  man  who  had  sold  him  the  liquor  which  intoxicated  him.  When 
ke  was  found  in  the  morning,  the  frost  had  penetrated  his  system;  his  feet 
and  hands  were  frost-bitten;  his  limbs  were  afflicted  with  rheumatism; 
and,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  he  becomes  a  confirmed  pauper,  and  is 
compelled  to  live  on  the  pittance  allowed  him  by  the  county,  or  on  the 
charity  of  the  benevolent.  This  is  no  picture  of  fancy;  and  examination 
will  prove  that  the  large  majority  of  the  cases  of  pauperism  in  Illinois, 
although  they  may  not  be  so  aggravated  in  their  features,  still  will  point 
to  the  enticements  of  a  grocery  as  the  cause  of  their  inability  to  support 
themselves. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  branch  of  the  subject  which  is  worthy    j 
of  consideration.     We  have  just   embarked  in  the   construction  of  a 


grand  and  extensive  system  of  internal  improvements,  and  of  one  of  the 
greatest  and  most  stupendous  canals  in  the  world.  Our  State  is  young, 
iand  has  not  the  spare  population  within  its  borders  to  construct  these 
(works.  Thousands  of  laborers  must  be  brought  from  a  distance  to  aid 
In  their  construction.  They  are  generally  men  without  any  other 
jmeans  of  support  than  their  daily  labor.  Not  unfrequently  there  arc 
amongst  them  some  addicted  to  the  excessive  use  of  intoxicating  drinks. 
It  has  already  become  a  practice,  on  some  of  the  works  which  are  under 
contract,  for  men,  who  do  not  seem  to  perceive  the  evils  resulting  from 
"their  course,  to  get  out  a  tavern  liccnse,and  set  up  a  grocery  in  a  shanfiee, 
which  they  move  at  pleasure,  wherever  the  laborers  on  our  public  works 
may  be  employed.  It  is  unfortunately  the  case  with  too  many  of  these 
laborers,  that  they  will  spend  their  last  farthing  for  liquor,  where  temp- 
tation is  placed  constantly  before  them.  The  necessary  consequences 
to  them,  from  this  course,  are,  first  idleness,  next  drunkenness,  then  want, 
next  liot  and  crime,  and  lastly  pauperism.  Deprive  these  artless  men  of 
[the  constant  temptation  held  out  by  these  groceries,  and  they  will  nearly 
always  lay  up  something  for  an  unlucky  day,  or  the  eve  of  life.  But  if 
this  constant  inducement  to  excess  is  not  restrained  by  legislative  enact- 
ments, we  are  sure  to  reap,  as  the  reward  of  our  present  worthless  license 
laws,  a  full  harvest  of  riots,  crime,  and  pauperism. 

The  reports  of  lunatic  asylums  exhibit  the  fact,  that  a  large  majori- 
ty of  the  cases  of  lunacy  and  insanity  are  produced'  by  this  same  fruitful 
source  of  misery.  The  observation  of  every  person  who  has  seen  men 
of  good  intellect,  when  intoxicated,  talking  like  lunatics,  and  raving  like 
madmen,  will  convince  him  that  intoxication  is  the  origin  of  many  of 
^he  cases  of  insanity.  When  we  reflect  that  physiological  investigations 
have  satisfied  the  most  sceptical  that  the  insanity  of  a  parent  is  very  of- 
ten visited  on  his  child,  and  becomes  a  hereditary  family  disease.,  it  is  im- 
possible to  compute  the  amount  of  suffering,  both  mental  and  physical, 
which  is  thus  inflicted  on  many  families.  In  all  countries,  and  especially 
in  our  own,  insane  persons  are  considered  as  deserving  the  especial  pro- 
tection and  support  of  the  government.  How  very  important  is -it,  then, 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  this  dreadful  malady,  and  thus  relieve  an  incal- 
culable amount  of  wretchedness  and  misery. 

The  amount  of  injury  which  is  thus  shown  to  be  produced  on  the  in- 
habitants of  this  State,  by  the  combined  causes  of  crime,  pauperism,  and 
insanity,  which  not  only  affect  the  moral  and  social  happiness  of  indi- 
viduals, but  also  furnish  a  severe  drain  on  the  revenues  of  the  State, 
afford  conclusive  proof  that  there  is  an  evil  in  our  system  of  peimitting 
the  retailing  of  spirituous  liquors,  which  requires  prompt  and  efficient 
legislation. 

The  attention  of  your  committee  has  been  called  to  our  laws  granting 
tavern  licenses.  On  examination  they  find  that,  as  the  laws  now  stand, 
if  a  man  applies  to  the  county  commissioners'  court,  pays  the  light  tax 
now  usually  fixed  by  the  court,  which  cannot  exceed  $50,  and  makes 
the  show  of  proof  which  is  required,  that  he  is  prepared  to  entertain  tra- 
vellers, the  court  are  compelled  to  grant,  him  a  license.  It  matters  not 
whether  the  applicant  is  totally  disqualified  from  his  habits  and  charac- 
ter, or  whether  the  citizens  of  the    town   or  neighborhood  where   he  is 
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about  to  set  up  a  shop  to  retail  misery  are  wholly  opposed  to  the  loca- 
tion of  such  an  establishment  in  their  vicinity;  still  no  discretion  what- 
ever is  left  to  the  court,  and,  in  defiance  of  their  better  judgment,  they 
will  be  constrained  by  law  to  grant  the  requisite  license.  Your  com- 
mittee entertain  the  opinion  that  this  principle  of  our  law  is  altogether 
defective.  They  believe  that  at  least  a  discretion  should  be  lelt  to  the 
officers  authorized  to  grant  license,  to  reject  applications  where  the  num- 
ber in  the  town  or  neighborhood  is  sufficiently  large,  or  where  the  appli- 
cant is  not  a  suitable  person  to  be  trusted  with  such  a  privilege. 

Your  committee  are  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  amount  which  may 
now  be  demanded  for  a  tavern  license  is  altogether  too  small;  and  they 
accdrdingly  recommend  that  the  amount  be  fixed  at  a  sum  not  less  than 
fifty  dollars,  nor  more  than  three  hundred  dollars.  Even  if  there  should 
be  a  huge  number  of  taverns  licensed  in  each  county  at  this  rate,  it 
would  enable  but  few  of  them  to  defray  the  amount  of  expenditures  to 
which  they  are  put  to  bring  criminals  to  justice,  and  support  the  pau- 
pers who  have  been  thrown  upon  them  by  the  effects  of  these  misnamed 
taverns. 

They  further  recommend  that  entire  discretion  be  granted  to  the  offi- 
cers authorized  to  issue  licenses,  to  grant  or  refuse  them  at  pleasure.  By 
giving  this  discretion,  the  people  of  a  county  or  town  may  elect  officers 
to  carry  out  their  wishes,  either  by  wholly  refusing  to  grant  licenses,  or 
otherwise,  as  to  them  may  seem  proper. 

They  would  also  suggest  that  whilst  it  is  right  that  the  power  of  grant- 
ing licenses  for  counties  be  continued  in  the  county  commissioners'  court, 
yet  it  docs  seem  to  them  to  be  more  proper  to  give  the  power  of  granting 
licenses,  in  incorporated  towns,  to  the  president  and  board  of  trustees 
of  such  towns.  The  citizens  of  the  towns  are  the  persons  most  materi- 
ally affected  by  the  retailing  of  liquors,  their  peace,  happiness,  and 
quiet  necessarily  depend,  to  some  extent,  on  the  number  and  manage- 
ment of  the  licensed  taverns  within  their  bounds.  The  president  and 
trustees  are  elected  by  them,  live  amongst  them,  and  arc  answerable  to 
them  for  their  official  conduct;  whilst,  most  generally,  the  county  com- 
missioners icsidc  in  the  country — know  nothing  of  their  grievances,  and 
are  elected  by,  and  answerable  to,  the  whole  county  at  large.  Our  gen- 
eral act  of  incorporation  for  towns  permits  the  board  of  trustees  to 
remove  nuisances,  and  regulate  the  exhibition  of  shows;  yet  it  is  not  to 
be  denied  that  too  frequently  groceries,  as  they  are  sometimes  managed, 
arc  the  greatest  nuisances  which  can  be  inflicted  on  a  town,  and  lead  to 
the  exhibition  of  more  curious  shows  of  intoxicated  madness,  and  inde- 
cent vulgarity,  than  are  ever  exhibited  by  the  "cpmbined  attraction"  of 
a  mountebank  and  a  menagerie.  Certainly,  then,  if  we  grant  them  the 
right  in  one  case,  there  is  no  impropriety  of  extending  that  power  to  em- 
brace all  similar  cases.  There  is  only  one  other  serious  objection  we  have 
heard  urged  to  this  suggestion,  and  that  is,  that  it  will  take  the  revenue 
away  from  the  counties.  This  objection  we  propose  to  remedy,  by  pro-j 
viding  that  the  sum  assessed  for  licenses  by  the  president  and  trustees 
of  towns  shall  be  paid  to  the  county  treasurer  for  the  use  of  the  county. ; 
If  it  is  said  that  they  may  refuse  to  grant  any  license,  we  answer,  so  much! 
the  better.  Viewing  the  subject  as  legislators,  it  is  impossible  to  dis- 
connect the  idea  of  groceries  from  that  of  crime,  idleness,  and  pauper- 


ism;  and  the  amount  which  will  be  thus  prevented  from  reaching  the 
county  Treasury  will  be  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  less 
amount  which  the  county  will  have  to  pay  to  suppm-s  crime,  and  sup- 
port paupers. 

It  is  objected,  however,  to  the  law  we  propose,  as  well  as  to  all  others 
having  a  similar  object,  that  they  are  an  infringement  upon  a  man's  nat- 
ural rights,  and  that  it  is  improper  to  provide  by  law  that  an  individual 
shall  not  sell  whatever  he  pleases,  without  first  obtaining  a  license. 

Law  has  been  well  defined  to  be  4'a  rule  of  action,  commanding  what 
is  right,  and  forbidding  what  is  wrong."  As  all  tews  are  imposed  ac- 
cording to  the  sense  of  propriety  in  the  lawgiver,  who  considers  not  only 
the  natural,  but  likewise  the  social  rights  of  individuals  and  communi- 
ties, it  consequently  happens  that  most  laws  are  in  direct  violation  of  a 
man's  natural  rights.  When  a  man  consents  to  become  one  of  a  com- 
munity, or  state,  bound  by  laws,  he  thereby  agrees  to  surrender  such  a 
part  of  his  natural  rights  as  may  be  necessary  to  be  given  up  for  the  gen- 
eral protection  and  safety  of  the  whole.  What  particular  natural  rights 
may  become  necessary  to  be  surrendered,  it  is  left  with  the  law-making 
power,  in  every  community,  to  determine.  Every  man  has  the  natural 
right  to  carry  arms — to  sell  poisons — to  loan  his  money  as  he  pleases 
— to  erect  a  mill  and  charge  any  price  for  the  use  of  it — to  carry  trav- 
ellers across  rivers  and  charge  any  price  for  the  same  he  can  get;  yet 
we  find  in  nearly  all  countries  there  are  laws  preventing  the  carrying  of 
concealed  weapons — preventing  the  sale  of  arsenic  and  other  poisons — 
regulating  the  interest  of  money,  the  tolls  of  millers,  and  the  rales  of 
ferriage;  and  we  hear  but  little  complaint,  in  these  cases,  of  depriving 
men  of  their  natural  rights.  The  present  is  precisely  a  case  of  similar 
character;  it  is  for  the  Legislature  to  determine  whether  the  good  of  the 
many  requires  the  surrender  of  the  natural  rights  on  the  part  of  the  few 
who  may  wish  to  exercise  this  right  of  retailing  a  slow  but  certain  poi- 
son. And  it  is  not  only  the  right  of  the  Legislature,  but  it  is  its  duty, 
whenever  it  becomes  satisfied  that  the  opinions  and  feelings  of  the  people 
of  the  State  will  sanction  and  demand  it,  to  utterly  abolish  this  prac- 
tice from  the  land. 

It  will  be  seen  that  your  committee  have  not  gone,  in  their  recommen- 
dation, to  the  extent  prayed  for  by  the  petitioners,  so  us  to  repeal  all 
laws  authorizing  the  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks.  The  reason  of  this  is, 
that  they  have  not  sufficient  evidence  to  induce  them  to  believe  that 
such  is  the  desire  of  a  majority  of  the  citizens  of  the  State;  and  whilst 
it  is  their  disposition  to  go  as  far  as  public  opinion  will  certainly  warrant, 
they  cannot  doubt  but  that  it  is  better  to  fall  somewhat  short  of  the 
wishes  of  the  ardent  friends  of  temperance,  than,  by  going  too  far,  risk 
the  reaction  of  public  sentiment,  and  the  consequent  repeal  of  whatever 
law  might  be  adopted. 

In  all  moral  and  policical  movements,  nothing  is  more  to  be  dreaded 
than  a  reaction.  It  is  better  that  the  moralist  and  politician  should 
rather  be  behind  public  opinion  in  the  binding  measures  he  may  propose, 
than,  by  an  eager  zeal,  rush  forward  and  hazard  the  whole  object  in 
view,  when  there  was  no  occasion  for  the  risk.  The  practice  of  permit- 
ting the  retail  of  ardent  spirits    has    been  handed   down   for  years,  and 


8 

the  custom  of  seeing  it  retailed  is  so  habitual  with  many  excellent  citi- 
zens, who  are  not  in  the  habit  of  using  it  to  excess,  that  the  proposition 
to  abolish  all  license  laws,  connected  with  the  unkind  manner  in  which 
it  is  sometimes  urged,  seems  to  them  an  innovation,  proposed  by  a  rash 
and  improper  spirit.  It  must  be  recollected,  however,  that  the  great 
increase  of  groceries  is  a  practice  of  modern  times;  and  in  consequence 
of  the  abuses  of  these  licensed  groceries,  the  great  spirit  of  temperance  re- 
form has  sprung  into  existence.  Already  are  its  beneficial  effects  seen 
pervading  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  bearing  with  it  peace  and 
prosperity  wherever  it  prevails;  and  whilst  it  uses  arguments  based  on 
acts,  and  depends  on  the  influences  of  moral  suasion,  there  is  no  friend 
f  his  country,  and  no  philanthropist,  but  what  must  wish  it  success. 

It  is  the  object  of  your  committee  to  suggest  such  laws  as  will  come  in 
aid  ot  this  philanthropic  feeling.  By  raising  the  amount  of  the  license — 
by  giving  discretionary  power  to  the  officers  intrusted  with  granting  of 
licenses — by  prohibiting  all  tippling  houses,  and  confining  licenses  to 
those  who,  in  reality,  intend  to  keep  a  tavern,  according  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  our  old  law  on  that  subject — by  adopting  these  suggestions, 
we  believe  that  some  efficient  steps  will  have  been  taken,  at  least,  in 
averting  a  large  portion  of  the  evils  brought  upon  our  State  by  the  ex- 
tensive abuses  of  the  present  grocery  system.  The  law  we  propose  may 
not  remedy  all  the  evils,  as  desired;  but  if  not,  time  will  soon  explain  its 
defects,  and  we  doubt  not  that  Illinois  will  be  found  true  enough  to  her 
moral  and  social  interests  to  apply  the  appropriate  remedy. 

Your  committee  regret  that  they  have  not  within  their  reach  detailed 
statistical  statements  of  all  the  facts  which  they  believe  to  exist,  and 
which  they  desire  to  lay  before  you.  It  is  a  fact,  however,  within  the 
observation  of  all,  that  the  number  of  groceries,  or,  in  the  language  of  our 
law,  licensed  taverns,  in  most  of  the  counties  of  our  State,  have  increased 
to  an  unprecedented  extent.  Jn  truth,  as  the  law  now  stands,  and  is  in- 
terpreted, it  amounts  to  no  restraint  whatever  on  the  retailer,  and  we 
are  disposed  to  doubt  whether  a  total  repeal  of  our  present  license  laws 
would  not  be  attended  with  more  beneficial  results  than  to  permit  them 
to  encumber  the  statute  book.  Take  away  the  legal  license  of  the  re- 
tailer, which  authorises  him  to  sell  intoxicating  drinks,  and  the  community 
would  be  but  a  short  time  in  determining  whether  it  was  better  for  the 
retailer  to  be  deprived  of  his  natural  rights  of  selling  liquors,  than  for 
his  victim  to  be  deprived,  by  his  direct  instrumentality,  of  his  natural 
rights  to  acquire  and  retain  health,  happiness,  and  property. 

In  the  town  of  Galena,  your  committee  are  informed  the  number  of 
groceries  during  the  past  summer,  at  one  time,  amounted  to  above  thirty. 
None  can  pretend  that  this  number  is  not  altogether  uncalled  for  in  a 
town  of  the  population  of  3,000.  In  most  of  our  towns  and  villages, 
the  number  is  equally  disproportioned,  even  admitting  the  necessity  of 
having  some.  When  the  number  is  so  extravagantly  multiplied  beyond 
the  wants  of  any  town  or  neighborhood,  it  is  certain  that  they  must 
make  a  profit  by  preying  upon  the  idle  and  unsuspecting,  to  the  great 
annoyance  of  the  citizens  in  their  vicinity. 

In  this  State,  there  are  fifty  counties,  which  may  be  safely  set  down  as 
averaging  twenty  licensed  groceries  and  taverns  in  each.  There  are 
twenty-two  more  counties  which  will  average  ten  groceries  in  each.    This 


will  give  us  1,220  licensed  groceries  and  taverns  in  the  State.  One  hundred 
of  these  groceries  may  be  estimated  to  sell  two  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
liquors,  each,  per  annum.  One-half  of  the  remainder  may  be  estimated 
to  sell  to  the  amount  of  a  thousand  dollars,  each,  per  annum;  and  the 
residue,  five  hundred  dollars,  each.  This  will  give  us  the  gross  sum  of 
one  million  and  forty  thousand  dollars,  received  by  these  licensed  taverns 
for  liquors  alone.  This  sum  appears  extravagantly  large  for  so  young 
a  State  to  pay;  but  when  we  reflect  that  every  town  has  its  half-dozen 
or  dozen  groceries,  every  village  three  or  four,  and  almost  every  cross 
roads  its  tavern  sign,  "Whiskey  for  sale  here"  we  are  compelled  to  be- 
lieve that  this  estimate  approximates  the  truth,  or,  if  any  thing,  falls  short 
of  it.  If,  however,  the  amount  paid  out  to  retailers  for  liquors  is  only 
half  as  large  as  we  estimate  it,  it  still  shows  an  extravagant  sum  expen- 
ded on  an  article  which  certainly  produces  more  misery  than  happiness. 

It  is  with  much  gratification  your  committee  can  state,  that  in  many 
counties  there  is  an  evident  decrease  in  the  number  of  groceries,  and  in 
the  amount  of  spirituous  liquors  used  by  the  citizens.  The  county  of 
Montgomery  stands  prominent  in  this  reform.  Your  committee  are  in- 
informed  that  there  is  not  a  single  retailing  tavern  or  grocery  in  that 
county.  The  consequence  of  such  a  state  of  things  was  well  depicted 
by  a  member  of  the  bar  of  that  county  (who  is  not  a  member  of  this 
House)  who  was  complaining  of  the  small  amount  of  legal  business  in 
that  county.  He  remarked  that,  since  all  the  groceries  had  been  shut 
up,  the  fees  of  all  the  lawyers  in  the  county,  from  assaults  and  batteries, 
and  cases  of  similar  character,  would  not  keep  a  lawyer's  horse  from 
starving.  A  better  eulogium  could  not  be  pronounced  on  the  abolish- 
ment of  the  license  system. 

There  is  one  point  of  view  in  which  your  committee  have  not  yet 
examined  this  subjeet;  that  is,  the  improper  influence  exercised  by  gro- 
ceries on  the  political  action  of  the  country.  It  is  a  fact,  too  well  known 
throughout  our  country,  that  in  closely  contested  elections,  where  it  is 
doubtful  which  party  will  succeed,  the  candidates  themselves,  or  their 
respective  friends,  will  either  set  up  a  grocery  for  the  occasion,  or  more 
frequently  obtain  the  services  of  some  licensed  tavern  keeper  to  aid 
them  in  the  election.  The  means  resorted  to,  although  frequently  suc- 
cessful, nevertheless  afford  but  a  poor  commentary  on  our  boasted  purity 
of  elections  and  freedom  from  improper  influences.  By  the  adoption 
of  the  recommendations  of  your  committee,  and  the  necessary  decrease 
of  retailing  houses  which  must  ensue,  this  practice  will  be,  in  a  great 
measure,  prevented.  We  feel  constrained,  however,  to  admit  that  there 
is  but  one  effectual  remedy  for  this  evil,  and  that  is,  the  total  repeal  of 
all  laws  permitting  the  retail  of  intoxicating  liquors,  and  then  imposing 
a  severe  penalty  on  those  who  may  treat  at  elections. 

Several  of  the  States  in  our  Union  have  already  come  forward  boldly 
to  meet  this  question.  Maine,  Massachusetts,  and  some  other  of  the 
eastern  States,  and  Tennessee,  in  the  west,  have  repealed  all  their 
license  laws,  and  have  prohibited  the  sale  of  all  spirituous  liquors  in 
small  quantities,  except  as  a  medicine. 

In  those  States,  these  laws  have  thus  far  been  sanctioned  by  the  peo- 
ple.    They    met,  however,  with  a  determined  and  obstinate  opposition, 
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from  the  fact,  as  was  alleged,  thr.t  they  were  in  advance  of  public  opin- 
ion. The  falsity  of  this  assertion  has  been  proven  by  the  people  of  those 
States,  in  their  recent  elections. 

Your  committee  have  not  the  evidence  before  them  that  the  majority 
of  the  people  of  this  State  call  for  the  enactment  of  such  laws;  but  in 
the  mean  time  they  recommend  the  passage  of  a  law  which,  in  their 
opinion,  will  tend  much  in  its  consequences  to  avert  the  evil  complained 
of.  Whenever  it  shall  appear,  however,  that  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  State  demand  the  passage  of  a  law  prohibiting  the  retail  of 
ardent  spirits,  and  are  prepared  to  sanction  its  adoption,  it  will  then 
become  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  to  boldly  grapple  with 
the  enemy,  and  banish  it  from  the  State;  and  Illinois  will  then  take  an 
equal  stand  with  the  boldest  of  her  sister  States  in  the  great  work  of 
moral  and  social  reform. 

Your  committee,  in  compliance  with  the  suggestions  herein  contained, 
report  a  bill. 


n 


A  BILL 


An    Act  to    regulate  the  granting  of  Tavern    License. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  tfie  People  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  represented  in 
the  General  Assembly,  That  no  person  shall  be  a  retailer  or  seller  of  wine, 
brandy,  rum,  whiskey,  or  other  spirituous  liquors,  or  of  any  mixed  liquor, 
part  of  which  is  spirituous,  in  a  less  quantity  than  one  gallon,  and  that 
delivered  and  carried  away  all  at  one  time,  unless  he  is  first  licensed  to 
keep  a  tavern,  as  is  or  may  be  provided  by  law,  under  a  penalty  of  not 
less  than  ten  dollars,  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec  2.  The  county  commissioner's  court  in  the  several  counties  of 
this  State,  at  the  March  term  of  said  court,  may  license  as  many  persons 
to  be  tavern  keepers  in  their  respective  counties  as  they  shall  think  the 
public  good  may  require;  but  the  county  commissioner's  court  shall 
not  license  any  person  to  be  a  tavern  keeper  in  any  incorporated  town 
or  city  of  this  State. 

Sec.  3.  The  president  and  trustees  of  any  incorporated  town  in 
this  State  may  license  as  many  persons  to  be  tavern  keepers  in  their 
respective  towns  as  they  may  think  the  public  good  may  require. 

Sec.  4.  The  county  commissioners,  or  the  president  a<.d  trustees 
of  any  town,  shall,  before  the  granting  of  any  license,  demand  and  re- 
ceive, of  and  from  the  person  obtaining  the  same,  any  sum  of  money  not 
less  than  fifty  dollars,  nor  more  than  three  hundred  dollars,  as  to  them 
may  seem  reasonable  and  proper;  which  sum  so  received  shall  be  paid 
to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  for  the  use  of  the  county;  and  the  said 
applicant,  so  licensed,  shall  also  pay  to  the  clerk  of  the  court,  or  board 
granting  the  license,  one  dollar. 

Sec  5.  No  license  shall  be  granted  to  any  person  to  keep  a  tavern, 
unless  the  court,  or  board  granting  the  same,  shall  be  satisfied  from  tes- 
timony, to  be  produced  before  them,  that  the  person  so  applying  for 
license,  is  provided  with  sufficient  meat  and  provisions,  and  comfortable 
lodgings  for  at  least  four  persons,  over  and  above  his  own  family,  and 
stabling  and  provender  for  their  horses;  and  the  person  so  applying 
shall  make  affidavit  that  he  intends  to  continue  thus  provided  during  the 
time  lor  which  he  shall  retain  his  license. 

Sec.  G.  No  license  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  any  person  ob- 
taining the  same  to  retail  wine,  brandy,  rum,  whiskey  or  other  spiritu- 
ous or  mixed  liquors,  by  a  less  quantity  than  one  gallon,  in  any  other 
house  than  the  one  in  which  the  said  tavern  keeper  is  provided  to  accom- 
modate travellers;  and  if  any  tavern  keeper  shall  retail  any  wine,  bran- 
dy, rum,  whiskey,  or  other  spirituous  or  mixed  liquors,  in  a  less  quantity 
than  one  gallon,  in  any  other  house  or  place  than  che  house  in  which  he 
may  be  so  provided  to  entertain  travellers,  he  shall  be  liable  to  all  the 
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penalties  imposed,  or  that  may  be  imposed,  on  persons  retailing  wine, 
brandy  rum,  whiskey,  or  other  spirituous  or  mixed  liquors,  without 
license. 

Sec.  7.  No  license  shall  be  granted  to  any  person  to  keep  a  tavern, 
unless  the  person  applying  therefor  shall  produce  to  the  court,  or  board 
of  trustees,  at  the  time  of  such  applications  written  request,  signed  by 
at  least  twenty  householders  of  the  vicinity,  or  town,  where  said  tavern 
is  about  to  be  established,  that  the)r  desire  tavern  license  to  be  granted 
to  such  applicant. 

Sec.  8.  No  license  shall  be  granted,  unless  the  persons  requiring  the 
same  shall  first  give  bond  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  with 
good  security,  for  the  use  of  the  county  where  the  license  is  granted,  in 
any  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  approved  by  the  court 
or  board  granting  the  license,  that  he,  she,  or  they,  obtaining  such 
license,  shall  at  all  times  be  of  good  behavior  and  keep  an  orderly  house, 
and  observe  all  the  laws  and  ordinances  which  are  or  shall  be  made,  or 
be  in  force,  relating  to  tavern  keepers,  in  this  State. 

Sec  9.  In  case  the  county  commissioners,  or  board  of  trustees,  shall 
consider  that  the  bond,  given  as  required  in  the  foregoing  section,  has 
been  broken  and  its  conditions  violated  by  any  person  who  shall  have 
given  such  bond  in  their  counties,  or  incorporated  towns,  it  shall  be  their 
duty  to  put  the  same  in  suit;  and  suits  may  be  maintained  on  said  bonds 
in  an  action  of  debt  or  covenant,  and  the  jury  may  assess  such  damages 
for  the  breach  of  said  bond  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper,  so  that  the 
same  does  not  exceed  the  amount  set  forth  in  the  bond. 

Sec.  10.  If  any  licensed  tavern  keeper  shall  be  convicted  of  keep- 
ing a  disorderly  house,  as  is  provided  in  the  125th  section  of  the  crim- 
inal code,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  court  to  add  to  the  sentence  pro- 
vided iu  said  section,  tbat  his,  her,  or  their  license  shall  be  revoked;  and 
in  all  cases  of  judgment  under  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  section, 
for  breach  of  the  bond  required  of  tavern  keepers,  the  court  may  add  to 
the  judgment,  that  the  license  of  the  tavern  keeper  shall  be  revoked. 

Sec.  11.  Any  person  who  shall  retail  any  wine,  brandy,  rum,  whis- 
key, or  other  spirituous  or  mixed  liquors,  by  a  less  quantity  than  one  gal- 
lon, without  having  obtained  a  license  as  provided  by  law,  shall  forfeit 
and  pay,  for  each  such  offence,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars,  to  be  recovered 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace,  or  probate  justice  of  the  peace,  subject 
to  an  appeal  to  the  circuit  court,  as  in  other  cases  of  appeal  from  said 
officers. 

Sec  12.  All  licenses  granted,  or  to  be  granted,  after  this  act  takes 
effect,  shall  expire  on  the  first  Monday  of  March  next  then  ensuing. 

Sec  13.  At  any  meeting  of  the  county  commissioner's  court,  tavern 
licenses  may  be  granted,  which  will  extend  to  the  first  Monday  in  March 
thereafter,  but  no  license  shall  be  granted  in  vacation  by  the  county 
commissioners;  and  all  licenses  in  incorporated  towns  shall  be  granted 
during  the  sessions  of  the  board,  and  not  in  vacation;  and  all  licenses 
granted  by  them  shall  not  continue  longer  than  to  the  first  Monday  oi 
March  thereafter. 

Sec  14.  No  person  shall  be  compelled  or  required  to  obtain  a  license 
to  keep  a  tavern,  inn,  or  boarding-house,  unless  he,  she,  or  they  intend 


to  retail  wine,  gin,  brandy,  rum,  whiskey,  or  other  spirituous  or  mixed 
liquors,  by  a  less  quantity  than  one  gallon. 

Sec.  15.  The  fourth  section  of  "An  act  to  prevent  the  selling  of  spir- 
ituous liquors  in  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  February 
14th,  1823;  and  all  of  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  license  and  regulate  ta- 
verns," approved  February  17th,  1819,  except  the  sixth,  seventh,  eighth, 
and  ninth  sections  thereof,  shall  not  be  in  force  from  and  after  the  time 
when  this  act  shall  go  into  force  and  operation. 

Sec  16.  This  act  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  September  next. 
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January  28,  1839. 

Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Copland,    from  the  select   committee  to   which   the  subject  had 
been  referred,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabit- 
ants of  this  State,  praying  for  an  alteration  in  the  southern  termination 
of  the  Central  railroad,  and  for  a  re-examination  and  location  of  a 
route  for  the  same,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  the  leading  object  of  the  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements,  as  adopted  by  this  State,  was  to  increase 
the  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  all  the  products  of  the  interior  to 
such  points  on  the  navigable  waters  of  the  State  as  should  afford  either 
eligible  marts  for  their  sale  and  transfer,  or  proper  facilities  for  forwarding 
them  to  their  ultimate  market.  This  system,  the  expense  of  which  must 
be  borne  by  all,  should  be  carried  out,  honestly  and  faithfully,  for  the 
benefit  of  all  so  as  to  give,  at  the  least  expense,  the  greatest  amount  of 
public  accommodation ;  and  so  as  to  place,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  the 
producers  in  the  interior  on  an  equal  footing  with  those  bordering  upon 
navigable  waters. 

In  this  system  the  Central  railroad  is  first  in  importance.  It  com- 
mences within  a  few  miles  of  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State,  where 
the  severity  of  the  winter  months  obstructs  all  the  natural  avenues  to 
market,  and  terminates,  at  its  extreme  southern  border,  in  a  latitude  so 
mild  as  to  leave  all  commercial  facilities,  at  all  times,  in  vigorous  and  un- 
interrupted action. 

From  the  commencement  of  this  road,  at  Galena,  to  the  town  of  Van- 
dalia,  its  route  conforms  to  the  existing  interests  of  the  country;  and, 
without  regard  to  cheapness  of  construction  or  directness  of  line,  it  is 
made  to  turn  aside  to  accommodate  established  local  centres  of  trade  and 
intercourse.  From  Vandalia  to  the  site  of  the  city  of  Cairo,  near  the 
confluence  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers,  no  intermediate  point  is 
designated  by  law;  and,  by  the  requirements  of  the  internal  improvement 
act,  the  road  is  directed  to  be  constructed  on  the  most  direct  and  eligible 
route  between  those  two  points.  This  line,  if  a  direct  one,  would  pass 
eight  miles  west  of  Salem,  in  Marion  county;  eleven  west  of  Mount  Ver- 
non, in  Jefferson  county;  twelve  west  of  Frankfort,  in  Franklin  county; 
and  eleven  west  of  Vienna,  in  Johnson  county.     All  these  towns  are  seats 


of  justice  for  their  respective  counties,  and  these  counties  form  a  central 
tier,  dividing  the  State,  east  and  west  of  them,  into  two  equal  parts,  hav- 
ing an  equal  extent  of  territory,  and  an  equal  number  of  counties  on 
either  side. 

It  has  been  before*1  remarked  that,  on  all  other  parts  of  this  road,  and 
on  all  other  lines  of  road  within  this  State,  material  deviations  from  a 
straight  line  are  directed  to  be  made,  with  the  view  of  accommodating  the 
improvements  of  the  country,  to  the  established  centres  of  population  and 
business  within  the  interior.  In  pursuance  of  this  principle,  the  Alton 
and  Mount  Carmel  railroad,  in  the  section  of  country  now  under  consid- 
eration, is  made  to  deviate,  many  miles,  from  the  most  direct  and  eligible 
route,  in  order  to  reach  the  towns  of  Albion,  Fairfield,  and  Carlyle ;  and 
the  Shawneetown  and  Alton  road  is  diverted  from  twelve  to  fifteen  miles 
from  its  true  course,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  reaching  Pinckneyville,  the 
seat  of  justice  for  Perry  county.  In  declining,  then,  to  fix  intermediate 
points  for  the  Central  railroad,  between  its  southern  termination  and  the 
town  of  Vandalia,  it  is  presumed  the  Legislature  believed  a  direct  and 
eligible  route  between  those  points  could  be  had ;  otherwise,  it  is  not  be- 
.lieved  by  this  committee  that  a  departure  from  the  principles  adopted  on 
all  other  routes,  doing  manifest  injustice  to  a  large  portion  of  the  State, 
would  have  been  sanctioned.  Whether  such  a  route  can  be  obtained,  or 
not,  this  committee  has  no  sufficient  means  of  ascertaining,  as  no  survey 
has  been  made  of  a  line  at  all  approximating  to  a  direct  one ;  but  your 
committee  has  ascertained  that  the  line  of  road,  as  at  present  located,  is 
very  circuitous,  and  deviates  further  from  a  direct  one  than  either  of  the 
intermediate  points  referred  to. 

Between  these  two  routes,  there  are  some  points  of  comparison  deserv- 
ing attention.  The  line,  as  located,  approaches  the  town  of  Jonesboro, 
in  Union  county;  where,  after  traversing  the  country  for  more  than  thirty- 
three  miles  from  its  southern  termination,  it  is  only  ten  miles  east  of  the 
Mississippi  and  more  than  forty  west  of  the  Ohio ;  while  the  town  of 
Vienna,  in  Johnson  county,  (a  point  in  the  proposed  line  nearly  opposite,) 
is  but  two  miles  east  of  midway  between  these  two  rivers;  and  the  town 
of  Frankfort,  in  Franklin  county,  (also  a  point  in  the  proposed  line,) 
exactly  divides  the  distance  between  them;  while  the  located  line  oppo- 
site the  town  of  Brownsville,  in  Jackson  county,  is  less  than  twenty-four 
miles  from  the  Mississippi,  and  more  than  sixty  from  the  Ohio;  and,  for 
twenty  miles,  the  route  of  the  located  line  is  but  a  few  miles  east  of,  and 
nearly  parallel,  to  that  part  of  the  Shawneetown  and  Alton  railroad  be- 
tween the  towns  of  Pinckneyville  and  Nashville. 

Under  these  circumstances,  your  committee  cannot  perceive  any  suffi- 
cient reason  why  such  intermediate  towns,  between  Vandalia  and  the 
point  of  termination  of  the  Central  railroad,  as  can  be  reached  without 
serious  injury  to  the  capacity  of  the  road,  or  materially  increasing  its 
length,  should  not  be  subject  to  the  general  principles  of  the  system,  and 
be  made  points  in  the  route  of  this  improvement;  more  especially  are  they 
unable  to  see  sufficient  grounds  to  justify  their  exclusion,  without  examin- 
ation and  survey,  by  the  adoption  of  a  line  more  indirect  and  less  central 
than  the  one  under  consideration.  They  are,  also,  unable  to  appreciate 
a  policy  by  which  the  State  shall  expend  the  resources  of  the  whole  people 


in  the  construction  of  an  improvement  which,  for  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles,  by  circuitous  and  winding  ways,  avoids  all  the  estab- 
lished points  of  intercourse  of  the  country,  reaches  no  town,  and  connects 
with  no  depots  of  trade  and  business — when,  by  a  line  nearly  direct,  it 
would  assume  a  central  position,  and  pass  through  and  connect  the  seats 
of  justice  and  commercial  centres  of  four  important  counties. 

The  attention  of  your  committe  has  also  been  given,  with  particular 
care,  to  the  section  of  country  in  which  the  road  is,  by  the  present  law, 
to  terminate.  They  find  that  the  whole  country  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi,  and  for  several  miles  above,  is  composed  of  an  allu- 
vial deposite  from  the  waters  of  these  streams,  and,  of  necessity,  easily 
affected  by  their  action;  and  that,  on  the  Mississippi  side,  the  violence  of 
that  stream  is  making  daily  and  rapid  encroachments  upon  all  points  left 
unprotected  by  timber.  The  danger  from  this  source  is  so  great  as  to 
cause  the  engineer  of  the  road  to  express,  in  his  report,  the  apprehension 
that  its  ravages  will  extend  to  the  embankments  of  the  road.  In  addi- 
tion to  this,  the  whole  country  south  of  the  mouth  of  Cache  river  is  over- 
flowed, annually,  from  river  to  river.  The  height  of  these  floods  is  vari- 
ous, sometimes  covering  the  highest  ground  but  two  or  three  feet,  but 
occasionally  to  the  depth  of  eight  and  ten  feet. 

In  determining  the  capabilities  of  this  section  for  either  the  termination 
of  a  railroad  or  a  site  for  a  town,  there  is  neither  security  nor  prudence 
in  any  views  based  upon  an  average  height  of  waters.  The  maximum 
known  height  should  be  the  governing  consideration;  and  your  commit- 
tee accordingly  find  that  the  engineer  who  had  the  determination  of  the 
proper  elevation  of  the  road  has  prudently  fixed  it  from  ten  to  twelve  feet 
above  the  natural  surface  of  the  ground  at  its  terminus ;  and  which,  he 
says,  is  the  most  elevated  point  for  the  termination  of  the  road  within  the 
site  of  the  city  of  Cairo.  But  this  elevation,  though  necessary  for  secu- 
rity, involves  an  inconvenience  in  its  use,  which  will  cost  the  State,  in  the 
arrangement  of  its  depots  and  landings,  an  immense  amount  of  money  to 
remedy;  and  which  will  place  the  business  of  the  road  entirely  beyond 
the  ordinary  means  of  individual  enterprise. 

In  selecting  the  proper  point  for  the  southern  termination  of  this  im- 
provement, regard  should  be  had  to  the  following  considerations : 

1st.  That  it  should  be  accessible  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  and  at  all 
stages  of  water,  to  all  classes  of  boats  that  are  capable  of  reaching  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio. 

2d.  That  the  geological  formation  of  the  country  should  be  such  as  to 
insure  the  strongest  probability  that  it  will  not  be  subject  to  considerable 
change  from  ordinary  causes ;  and  that  its  surface  should  be  so  elevated  as 
to  be  at  least  above  ordinary  high  water,  or  be  capable  of  being  conve- 
niently and  economically  made  so  by  artificial  means. 

3d.  That  the  surface  of  the  road  should  nearly  coincide  with  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground;  and  that  it  should  be  of  easy  access,  and  capable  of 
being  connected  with,  by  individuals,  by  depots  and  ware-houses,  at  mod- 
erate cost. 

4th.  That  the  grounds  adjacent  to  the  termination  of  the  road,  and 
the  country  in  its  immediate  vicinity,  should  have  as  few  natural  obstacles 
in  the  way  of  its  speedy  and  economical  settlement  and  improvement  as 
possible. 


Your  committee  are  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  site  selected  for  the  ter' 
mination  of  this  road  is  deficient  in  most  of  these  requisites! 
and  that  further  examination  should  be  had,  for  the  purpose  ol 
ascertaining  whether  some  point  on  the  Ohio  river,  between  iti 
mouth  and  the  Grand  Chain,  where  the  first  obstructions  in  thai 
river  commence,  cannot  be  selected  presenting  greater  advantage;! 
than  the  present  point  of  termination.  Your  committee  would  no 
express  this  opinion  did  they  not  believe  that  such  examination  would 
clearly  prove  that  points  do  exist  on  the  Ohio,  between  the  Grand  Chair 
and  the  present  termination  of  the  road,  that  possess  every  requisite  enu-j 
merated  by  them  for  a  commercial  depot ;  and  by  the  adoption  of  which 
at  least  six  miles  of  embankment,  varying  from  eight  feet  to  more  tharj 
twenty  in  height,  and  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  river  floods,  together, 
with  an  expensive  bridge  over  Cache  river,  will  be  avoided ;  and  that  the 
completion  of  the  improvement  will  be  expedited,  and  a  very  large 
amount  of  money  saved  to  the  State. 

It  appears,  from  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  third  judicial 
district,  that  the  amount  of  money  expended  upon  the  Central  railroad, 
within  that  district,  was,  at  the  time  of  making  that  report,  less  than  forty 
thousand  dollars.  This  sum  though  large  in  itself,  is  of  trifling  import- 
ance when  compared  with  the  additional  accommodation  given,  by  the 
proposed  change,  to  an  extensive  section  of  the  State ;  and  is  altogether 
of  no  consideration  when  contrasted  with  the  diminished  cost  and 
increased  advantages  of  a  proper  termination  of  the  road. 

The  confidence  of  your  committee  in  the  views  here  presented  is  j 
strengthened  by  the  opinions  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public' 
Works,  as  expressed  in  their  recent  report  to  this  body;  in  which  they! 
say  that  "it  is  believed  that,  in  every  instance,  the  lines  may  be  improved, 
locations  changed,  and  improvoments  made  in  the  construction,  that  may 
lessen  the  cost"  of  the  works. 

Your  committe,  in  conclusion,  report  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners  is  just  and  reasonable;  and  beg  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  directing  a  resurvey  and  location  of  all  that  part  of  the  Central  rail- 
road south  of  Vandalia. 

J.  COPLAND,  Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MINORITY. 


January  28,  1839. 

Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


M  r.  Murphy,  from  the  minority  of  the  select  committee  to  which  the 
subject  had  been  referred,  made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  minority  of  the  select  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  certain  inhabitants  of  this  State  praying  for  an  alteration  in  the 
southern  termination  of  the  Central  railroad,  and  for  a  re-examina- 
tion and  location  of  a  route  for  the  same,  report  : 

That  the  undersigned  does  not  subscribe  to  the  doctrine,  industriously- 
sought  to  be  propagated  by  interested  individuals,  that  great  and  impor- 
tant public  works,  determined  on  by  one  Legislature,  should  be  subject 
to  be  changed  by  a  succeeding  one,  except  under  circumstances  of 
imperious  necessity.  The  undersigned  will,  in  all  cases,  require  that 
proposed  changes  in  any  general  law  should  be  proved,  beyond  the 
possibility  of  cavil  or  doubt,  to  be  decidedly  more  beneficial  than  one 
solemnly  enacted,  under  which  (and  the  faith  of  the  State  pledged  therein) 
investments  of  capital  may  have  been  made  to  a  large  amount;  and  a 
change  in  which  might  eventuate  in  great  individual  loss  and  embarrass- 
ment. It  is  a  high  and  important  object  in  legislation  to  preserve  the 
national  faith,  and  to  redeem,  to  the  letter,  all  promises  expressed  or 
implied  in  the  law  itself.  This,  as  a  principle  of  legislative  action,  is  far 
more  worthy  of  preservation  than  the  treasures  of  a  nation.  The  princi- 
ple is  the  same  in  individual  transactions;  and  he  who  shall  violate  it, 
to  promote  any  end,  is  sure  to  meet  with  the  scorn  and  contempt 
of  every  honorable  mind.  Of  all  the  passions  which  exercise  the 
greatest  sway  over  man,  self-interest  is  probably  the  strongest,  the  most 
easily  excited,  the  most  insatiable,  and  the  promptings  of  which  should 
be  watched  with  the  greatest  jealousy.  They  who  are  actuated  by  it 
cannot  make  up  an  unbiassed  decision  upon  the  matter  in  issue  ;  nor  can 
a  mass  of  persons,  however  respectable  they  may  be,  having  strong  local 
interests — which  is  but  an  expansion  of  self  interest — become  a  competent 
tribunal  to  decide  upon  the  propriety,  or  the  contrary,  of  a  public  measure 
materially  affecting  those  interests.  Whatever  representations  persons 
thus  situated  may  make  should  be  received  with  many  grains  of  allow- 
ance ;  and  the  public  good  would  always  require  that  they  should  receive 
a  strict  and  searching  examination. 
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The  undersigned  is  led  to  these  remarks  from  the  fact  that  the  petition- 
ers who  have  thus  sought  to  disturb  a  system  which  has  received  the 
sanction  of  our  predecessors,  and  of  the  people  generally,  from  their 
location,  must  be  presumed  to  have  personal  interests  which  they  believe 
will  be  promoted  by  the  changes  prayed  for — otherwise,  it  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  they  would  make  the  effort.  So  far  as  they  are  directly 
concerned,  the  undersigned  believes  that  they  have  no  right,  to  demand  of 
the  State  any  change  in  a  system  which  is  not  local  in  its  character,  and 
in  the  harmony  and  advantages  oi  which  the  whole  State  has  a  great 
and  abiding  interest.  He  does  not  believe  that  the  citizens  of  any"  one 
of  the  counties  petitioning  have  such  an  interest  in  a  system  co-extensive 
with  the  entire  State  as  to  justify  any  change  for  their  exclusive  advan- 
tage and  convenience.  In  all  similar  cases,  it  would  be  just  to  require 
that  it  should  be  demonstrated  that  a  proposed  change  was  demanded  by 
great  public  considerations  affecting  the  interests  of  the  whole  State,  and 
not  those  small  local  interests  only  of  a  very  inconsiderable  part  of  it. 
The  undersigned  does  not  doubt  that  petitions  could  be  obtained,  and 
numerously  signed,  to  change  any  given  part  of  every  railroad  embraced 
in  our  system,  notwithstanding  experienced  and  competent  engineers, 
sworn  to  discharge  their  duties  honestly  and  faithfully,  should  determine, 
with  reference  to  the  great  interests  of  the  whole  State,  against  its 
propriety. 

Although  the  most  respectful  attention  should  at  all  times  be  given  to 
the  requests  of  our  citizens  conveyed  in  the  form  of  a  petition  or  other- 
wise, no  matter,  numerically  regarded,  how  inconsiderable  they  may  be ; 
still,  when  legislative  action  is  desired,  and  great  and  important  changes 
are  insisted  on  by  them,  in  any  law  of  a  general  nature,  it  is  then  the 
duty  of  the  Legislature  to  look  beyond  the  citizens  petitioning,  and  com- 
prehend within  the  scope  of  their  vision  the  interest  of  the  great  mass, 
and  deliberate  long  and  carefully  how  the  change  may  affect  that  mass. 
The  greatest  good  of  the  greatest  number  is  especially  to  be  regarded. 
The  rights  of  individuals  also,  who  may  have  undertaken  enterprises,  and 
expended  money  in  faith  of  an  existing  law,  and  under  its  promises  and 
inducements,  should  experience  the  protecting  care  of  a  just  Legislature ; 
and,  if  finally  required  to  yield  for  the  public  good,  the  case  must  be 
strong  and  palpable  in  which  the  surrender  will  be  demanded. 

These  considerations  led  the  undersigned  to  a  particular  examination 
of  the  objects  sought  to  be  attained  by  the  petitioners — the  points  of 
difference  between  him  and  the  majority  of  the  committee,  with  whom 
he  regrets  to  differ — and  how,  in  his  opinion,  the  great  interests  of  the 
State  will  be  affected  injuriously  by  granting  their  prayer. 

It  is  known  to  all  conversant  with  the  proceedings  of  the  last  General 
Assembly,  that  there  were  many  conflicting  interests  involved  in  the 
creation  of  the  present  system  of  internal  improvements,  all  of  which 
could  not  receive  the  favorable  regard  of  that  body.  Some  had  to  be 
passed  over,  others  postponed,  and  some  made  prominent  by  receiving  the 
most  fovorable  regard  of  the  Legislature  after  a  full,  fair,  and  impartial 
examination  of  them  all. 

Among  the  interests  supposed  to  be  the  most  concerned,  were  those 
existing  on  either  side  of  the  route  of  the  Central   railroad,     A   tier  of 


counties  through  which  the  petitioners  now  propose  to  pass  this  railroad — 
their  centres  lying  from  ten  to  fourteen  miles  east  of  the  meridian — ■ 
presented  their  claims  through  their  attentive  representatives;  whilst  the 
tier  west  of  that  line  were  equally  zealous  in  asserting  theirs  to  be  the 
route  most  proper  for  the  road  to  occupy.  They  were  all  heard — their 
claims  duly  considered,  the  great  interests  of  the  State  at  large  consulted, 
and  a  determination  made  by  law  that  this  great  artery  of  the  system 
should  commence  at  "Cairo  city,"  and  be  constructed  on  the  most  direct 
and  eligible  route  between  that  point  and  Vandalia.  The  site  of  Cairo 
city  is  in  township  seventeen  south,  range  one,  west  of  the  third  principal 
meridian ;  and  Vandalia  in  township  six  north,  range  one,  east  of  the 
same  line;  consequently,  the  most  direct  route  would  exhibit  but  little  di- 
vergence either  way  from  that  line.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  shows  that  an  "eligible  route"  has  been  obtained  between  these 
points,  the  whole  distance  of  which  is  155  miles. 

Having  no  data  to  determine  accurately  the  length  of  the  line  as  pro- 
posed to  be  located  by  the  petitioners,  the  undersigned  can  only  approxi- 
mate to  it  from  a  general  knowledge  of  the  face  of  the  country,  which  is 
hilly  and  occupied  by  many  steep  ridges  and  abrupt  ravines,  and  the 
distances  between  the  several  towns  specified  in  the  petition,  as  deter- 
mined by  the  map.  From  these  items  of  information,  he  believes  a  line 
cannot  be  had  to  pass  the  points  indicated,  of  a  shorter  length  than  165 
miles,  making  a  difference  in  expense  of  at  least  $80,000,  in  distance 
alone ;  nor  can  the  road  be  constructed  at  the  same  price,  for  the  reason 
that  the  deep  ravines  and  high  ridges  at  the  head  of  the  South  branch  of 
Saline  river,  together  with  those  at  the  heads  of  the  several  branches  of 
Muddy  river,  would  require  a  great  outlay,  if  passed  by  a  direct  line  ; 
or,  if  carried  by  a  circuitous  route,  the  cost  of  construction  would  be 
equally  enhanced.  Besides  all,  by  pursuing  that  route  the  most  direct 
line,  as  required  by  law,  is  not  obtained,  Cairo  city  being  nearly  on  the 
meridian,  Vandalia  two  miles  east 'of  it,  and  Vienna,  Frankfort,  and 
Mount  Vernon  each  fourteen  miles  east,  and  Salem  about  ten.  It  will  be 
observed,  also,  that  all  the  counties  named  in  the  petition  are  abundantly 
provided  Avith  facilities  for  transportation.  Johnson,  besides  being  washed 
by  the  Ohio,  and  having  a  coast  on  that  stream  throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  its  southern  border,  has  received  from  the  State,  for  common 
roads  and  bridges,  more  than  $5,000;  Frankfort  brought  into  immediate 
contact  with  that  river  by  the  Alton  and  Shawneetown  road  passing 
through  it;  Mount  Vernon  within  twelve  miles  of  the  Central  railroad  as 
now  located ;  and  Marion  penetrated  by  the  Alton  and  Mount  Carmel 
railroad,  and  by  the  Great  Western  mail  route,  both  of  which  cross 
the  Central  railroad  within  twelve  miles  of  Salem,  its  "commercial 
centre." 

It  was  designed  by  the  Legislature,  upon  a  principle  of  compromise, 
that  no  points  should  be  named  between  Vandalia  and  Cairo  city,  leaving 
it  entirely  to  sworn  engineers,  under  the  direction  of  an  honest  public 
officer,  to  select  the  most  direct  and  eligible  route.  This  route  has  been 
selected;  purchases,  at  high  prices,  for  farms  have  been  made  upon  it, 
with  an  eye  to  the  increased  advantages  that  would  flow  to  them  from 
the  construction  of  the  road;  while,  on  the  other  hand,   no   investments 
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can  have  been  made  in  either  of  the  counties  named,  from  the  same  con- 
sideration, the  law  nowhere  encouraging  the  idea  that  a  direct  and  eligible 
route  would  be  changed  for  one  less  so.  No  inducements  have  been  held 
forth,  b)'  law,  to  any  one  of  their  citizens,  no  promises  made,  no  guaran- 
ties given  that  they  should  be  any  more  benefitted  by  the  system  than  is 
expressed  in  the  law. 

It  is  true,  as  asserted  by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  that  on  other 
lines  of  road,  and  north  of  Vandalia  on  the  Central  road,  points  of 
divergence  have  been  established  by  law.  Would  they  consider  it  just 
that  those  points  should  now  be  changed  for  no  other  reason  than  that 
a  rival  point  or  antagonist  interest  desires  it?  Would  not  all  who  have 
relied  upon  the  law  fixing  those  points  have  just  reason  to  complain  of 
violated  faith;  and  would  not  that  reputation  we  have  always  enjoyed, 
even  in  the  most  disastrous  times,  for  our  high  sense  of  honor,  be  justly 
tarnished?  Do  the  majority  of  the  committee  believe  that  the  owners  of 
property  at  any  one  of  the  points  indicated  in  the  act  establishing  the 
internal  improvement  system,  on  the  routes  of  the  several  roads,  would 
consent  to  "bird  lines1"1  from  one  terminus  to  the  other,  or  that  they 
would,  have  advocated  and  sustained  the  system,  with  such  a  provision  in 
the  law?  They  cannot,  nor  can  the  undersigned,  believe  it;  nor  can  he 
perceive  any  difference  in  principle,  sofaras  resultsare  concerned, between 
making  a  direct  line,  as  the  Central  road  is  south  of  Vandalia,  a  circui- 
tous one,  in  the  manner  proposed  by  the  petitioners,  and  making  more 
direct  other  roads  which  have  points  of  divergence  established  by  law. 
Disappointment,  disorder,  a  want  of  confidence,  and  great  losses  in  either 
case  would  be  the  inevitable  result.  The  State  has  already  expended 
near  $40,000,  and  made  contracts  binding  on  the  State,  according  to  the 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  third  judicial  circuit,  (which  the  under- 
signed has  been  permitted  to  examine,)  amounting  to  $237,794,  or  there- 
abouts, for  work  doing  and  to  be  done  at  Cairo  city,  and  on  the  first 
twenty-three  miles  of  road.  These  sums  amount,  in  the  aggregate,  to 
$277,794.  The  same  report  informs  the  undersigned  that  a  large  force 
has  been  employed  during  the  summer  and  fall,  and  is  now  employed,  in 
performing  the  work  on  that  part  of  the  road,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Commissioner  and  engineers,  and  is  prosecuting  it  with  all  fidelity 
and  despatch  under  efficient  contractors.  These  persons  have  acquired  a 
right  to  their  contracts  amounting  to  the  aggregate  sum  above  stated,  and 
could  justly  complain  of  the  State  for  any  violation  of  them.  It  is  not  to 
be  supposed,  with  a  knowledge  of  these  facts,  that  a  Legislature,  actuated 
by  principles  of  justice,  would  do  any  act  which  would  give  to  any  of  its 
citizens  occasion  to  complain  of  it  as  having  violated  their  rights  and 
destroyed  contracts  entered  into  in  good  faith,  and  in  a  rapid  course  of 
completion.  Further  than  this,  the  Commissioner,  as  appears  by  the 
same  report,  has  obtained,  on  favorable  terms,  ten  acres  of  land  in  the 
city  tract  for  a  depot  for  State  use,  the  title  to  which  is  vested  in  the 
State.  This  land  the  undersigned  believes,  if  the  designs  of  the  company 
who  own  the  city  shall  be  carried  into  effect,  as  declared  in  their  prospec- 
tus lately  published  in  the  "State  Register,"  will,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
undersigned,  be  worth  to  the  State,  at  a  reasonable  estimate,  $200,000. 
This  will  also  be  lost  should  the  State  abandon  their  pledge.     But  the 
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majority  of  the  committee  insist  that  the  site  selected  is  not  a  proper  one 
for  a  commercial  mart.  If  so,  then  the  land  there  owned  by  the  State 
will  be  worth  nothing.  They  quote  a  part  of  the  report  of  the  engineer 
of  the  road,  expressing  his  apprehension  that  the  ravages  of  the  Missis- 
sippi will  extend  to  the  embankments  of  the  road.  The  undersigned  will 
refer  to  other  parts  of  the  same  report  on  this  subject.  He  says:  "The 
law  having  confined  the  point  of  starting  at  Cairo  city,  there  was  but 
little  range  in  the  selection  of  a  site  for  the  depot.  Several  causes  opera- 
ted in  the  selection  of  the  present  site.  Its  position  is  on  the  Ohio  river, 
about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  above  its  mouth.  The  river  bank  at  this 
point  is  the  highest  of  any  throughout  the  extent  of  the  city  front.  Its 
vicinity  to  the  mouth  will  diminish  materially  the  inconvenience  in  touch- 
ing at  the  port  for  vessels  engaged  in  the  Mississippi  trade ;  whilst  the 
gentleness  of  the  current,  and  the  unvarying  depth  of  the  water,  at  once 
makes  it  as  good  a  harbor  as  can  be  desired.  The  Mississippi,  on  the 
contrary,  from  its  impetuosity  and  the  variableness  of  its  channel,  renders 
the  permanency  of  a  good  harbor  and  landing  very  uncertain.  It  will, 
however,  be  a  matter  of  future  consideration  whether  a  depot  and  landing 
place  should  not  be  constructed  on  the  Mississippi  bank,  to  be  used  when 
the  stage  of  water  will  permit. 

"The  reiteration  of  statements  extremely  disadvantageous  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  point  required  by  law  to  be  selected  for  this  depot — vague  and 
uncertain  to  some  extent  as  they  are,  and  originating  perhaps  in  antago- 
nistical  interest — although  discredited  by  me,  has  had  the  effect  to  cause 
a  very  careful  examination  of  the  whole  point.  The  result  has  been  a 
thorough  conviction  that  the  State  incurs  no  risk  in  completing  her  works. 
The  earth  is  firm  and  dry,  and  fully  capable  of  sustaining  the  weight  of 
any  mass  of  buildings  which  could  be  crowded  thereon.  During  the 
highest  water,  there  is  very  little  current  out  of  the  channel  of  the  river; 
and  as  the  grade  line  is  established  at  such  elevation  that  it  cannot  be 
overtopped,  there  is  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  of  the  destruction  of 
the  embankment.  There  is  but  one  source  of  danger — it  is  from  the 
ravages  of  the  Mississippi  upon  its  banks,  threatening  to  extend  its  in- 
roads as  far  as  the  embankments.  That  the  bank  has  wasted  to  some 
ex  lent  is  certain,  but  the  river  now  shows  a  disposition  to  remain  station- 
ary; and  this,  in  that  river,  is  generally  followed  by  recession.  In  the 
event,  however,  of  the  wasting  continuing,  I  am  assured  by  Mr.  D.  B. 
Holbrook,  the  person  most  concerned  in  Cairo  city,  that  immediate  steps 
will  be  taken  to  curb  it;  and  the  successful  result  of  proper  measures  to 
effect  this  will  not  admit  of  doubt." 

The  same  engineer,  further  on  in  his  report,  uses  this  language:  "The 
termination  of  the  Central  railroad  is  the  most  remarkable  point  in  the 
west.  It  is  undeniably  the  head  of  low-water  navigation  for  vessels  of 
large  size.  A  series  of  shoals  or  bars  commencing  at  Cache  island,  and 
extending  at  short  intervals  entirely  up  the  Ohio  river,  prevents  its  navi- 
gation for  long  periods,  at  a  time  when  the  growing  commerce  of  the 
west  requires  it  should  be  in  the  best  order.  This,  in  future,  will  cause  a 
selection  of  that  route  for  transportation  which  can  be  confided  in.  The 
Mississippi  always  supplies  that  route  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio;  and  from 
thence  advantage  can  be  taken  of  our  internal  improvements  for  conveyance 
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to  the  interior,  or  the  smaller  boats  can  freight  from  thence  for  the 
upper  rivers.  The  present  situation  of  our  commerce  is  too  plainly 
seen,  and  too  sensibly  felt,  to  again  admit  of  confidence  in  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers  above  their  confluence.  For  the  shipment  of  produce, 
this  place  has  the  advantage  of  any  point  above.  The  river  below  is 
seldom  obstructed,  when  all  the  rivers  above  are  too  low  for  navigation, 
or  blocked  up  with  ice.  From  all  these  advantages,  the  interest  is  appa- 
rent which  the  State  has  in  the  proper  ordering  of  this  important  point." 

The  undersigned  has  extracted  largely  from  the  report  of  the  chief  en- 
gineer, for  the  purpose  of  destroying  any  erroneous  impressions  that  may 
have  been  received  from  other  quarters  in  regard  to  the  importance  of 
this  site.  He  trusts  that  his  opinions  will  be  satisfactory  and  conclusive. 
In  addition  to  them  the  undersigned  has  seen  and  read  the  concluding 
remarks  of  other  engineers  employed  to  examine  and  report  upon  the 
capabilities  of  this  same  site  for  improvement.  These  engineers  are  the 
celebrated  William  Strickland  and  Richard  C.  Wright,  of  Pennsylvania. 
They  say:  "In  conclusion,  we  cannot  refrain  or  withhold  our  surprise  that 
any  doubts  should  have  been  entertained,  or  acted  upon,  with  reference 
to  the  practicability  of  erecting  a  city  at  the  confluence  of  these  great 
navigable  rivers.  Topographically  considered,  the  site  is  nearly  in  the 
centre  of  the  United  States.  The  texture  and  solidity  of  the  banks  at 
the  point  are  as  firm  and  secure  as  any  other  positions  for  building,  be- 
tween it  and  the  rocky  formations  higher  up  the  streams.  It  is  the  very 
threshold  of  the  most  fertile  regions  of  the  west,  surrounded  by  the  best 
timber  and  bituminous  coal ;  and  from  the  construction  of  the  great  Cen- 
tral railroad,  and  the  immense  range  of  navigable  rivers  all  centring  at  this 
point,  it  must,  necessarily,  have  the  exclusive  advantage  of  becoming  the 
great  entrepot  of  all  the  agricultural  and  mineral  wealth  of  this  great  em- 
pire of  industry  and  enterprise.  In  short,  there  is  not  in  any  quarter  of 
the  globe  a  situation  so  commanding,  and  replete  with  every  kind  of 
produce  and  material,  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  merchant,  the 
skill  of  the  mechanic,  and  the  growth  of  a  great  city." 

These  are  the  unbiassed  opinions  of  distinguished  and  disinterested  men,  on 
which  the  undersigned  reposes  with  confidence.  He  cannot,  with  all  the 
light  he  has  been  enabled  to  obtain,  believe  that  the  interest  of  the  State 
would,  in  any  one  particular,  be  promoted  by  granting  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners. 

The  undersigned  would  not  consider  he  had  discharged  the  duties  his 
situation  imposes  upon  him,  did  he  close  this  report  without  adverting  to 
other  topics  having  a  direct  and  important  bearing,  upon  the  pecuniary 
interests  of  the  State,  as  connected  with  this  subject. 

In  addition  to  the  fact  that  contractors  who  have  made  engagements 
with  the  State  will,  in  the  event  of  any  change  being  made,  sue  for  and 
recover  damages,  great  delay  and  expense  will  be  caused  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  works,  as  the  laborers  already  collected  will  disperse  to  seek 
employment  elsewhere.  Six  months,  or  nine,  will  be  consumed  in  making 
surveys,  attended  with  all  the  heavy  expenses  incident  to  that  branch  of 
the  service;  to  which  may  be  added  the  increased  expense  of  letting  new 
contracts,  which  are  by  no  means  light  or  inconsiderable 
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On  the  route  as  now  located  the  right  of  way  has  already  been  obtain- 
ed, on  the  most  favorable  terms  to  the  State,  with  the  express  understand- 
ing that  the  road  should  pass  over  the  land  released ;  in  faith  of  which  the 
timber  has  been  cut  off,  excavations  made,  and  other  destruction  of  prop- 
erty to  a  great  amount,  which  must  be  made  up  to  the  owners,  if  the  route 
is  abandoned,  in  money.  The  State  has  also  purchased  a  considerable 
quanty  of  land  on  the  present  line,  which  is  daily  increasing  in  value,  not 
only  suitable  for  town  sites,  stations,  and  depots,  but  which  contains 
beneath  its  surface  inexhaustible  beds  of  the  best  coal,  building  and  lime- 
stone, convenient  to  the  road,  and  which  must  become  lucrative  articles 
of  commerce ;  the  value  of  all  which,  by  any  change,  will  be  materially 
lessened. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  G.  MURPHY,  of  said  committee. 


Jm,.  Legis.    I  H.  R.  11th  Asseb> 


LETTER 


THE   PRESIDENT 


BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 


THE    STATE    OF    ILLINOIS 


RELATIVE    TO 


NORTHERN  END  OF  THE  CENTRAL  RAILROAD 


SUBMITTED    TO 


THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 


JANUARY  30,  1839. 


VANDALIA,  ILL, 
WatiiM  Walters,  Public  Printer- 

1839. 


REPORT 


THE    BOARD    OF    PUBLIC    WORKS. 


January  30,  1839. 

Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Vandalia,  January  29,  1 839. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  a  eertain  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  thel4th  inst.,  calling  on  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
of  Public  Works  for  information  relative  to  the  prosecution  of  the  work 
on  the  northern  end  of  the  Central  railroad;  and,  in  answer  to  the  first 
inquiry,  to  wit:  "Such  communications  (if  any)  as  may  have  passed 
between  the  citizens  of  Galena,  assembled  in  town  meeting,  and  the 
Board  of  Public  Works,  relative  to  the  northern  termination  of  the  Cen- 
tral railroad;  and,  also,  from  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  Galena  to  the 
Board  of  Public  Works,  on  the  same  subject,  or  to  the  Commissioner  of 
the  sixth  judicial  circuit:"  the  Board  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing communication,  marked  A,  as  comprising  all  the  communications 
that  have  passed  between  the  citizens  of  Galena,  assembled  in  town 
meetings,  and  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  relative  to  the  northern  termi- 
nation of  the  Central  railroad;  and  the  following  communication,  mark- 
ed B,  on  the  same  subject,  comprises  the  correspondence  from  the  trus- 
tees of  the  town  of  Galena  with  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

In  answer  to  the  second  inquiry:  "Whether  the  northern  termination 
of  the  Central  railroad  has  yet  been  located;  and,  if  so,  whether  such 
termination  is  north  or  south  of  Fever  river:"'  the  Board  have  to  state 
that  they  have  had  the  subject  under  mature  deliberation,  and  given  it  a 
thorough  examination,  and  find  that  the  Commissioner  of  the  sixth  judi- 
cial circuit  has  not  made  any  decision  on  the  subject;  and  he  thinks  the 
subject  of  sufficient  importance  to  require  legislative  action,  and  express- 
ed his  desire  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Legislature. 

They  have  also  had  before  them  a  letter  from  Col.  J.  W.  Stephenson, 
late  Commissioner  of  said  circuit,  a  copy  ol  which  is  herewith  annexed, 
marked  C;  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  no  definite  action  had  been 
taken  by  him  on  the  subject;  and  the  Board,  so  far  from  having  made 
any  decision  whatever  in  regard  to  it,  most  cheerfully  concur  with  the 
present  Commissioner  of  the  sixth  judicial  circuit  in  the  opinion  that  it 
is  a  fit  subject  for  legislative  action. 


In  answer  to  the  third  inquiry :  "At  what  place  on  Rock  river  the 
said  Board  of  Public  Works  have  determined  that  the  Central  railroad 
shall  cross,  and  their  reasons  why  a  more  direct  route  from  Peru,  on  the 
illinois  river,  to  Savannah,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  has  not  been  adopt- 
ed:" the  Board  have  to  state,  that  they  have  not  yet  determined  where 
the  Central  railroad  shall  cross  Rock  ri.ver,  the  line  not  having  been 
definitively  located  from  Rocky  ford,  or  inlet,  to  Savannah. 

In  answer  to  the  fourth  inquiry:  "What  amount  of  money  will  be  re- 
quired to  improve  the  rapids  of  Rock  river,  in  range  7,  east  of  the  4th 
principal  meridian;  and,  also,  what  amount  of  water-power  will  be  obtain- 
ed by  said  improvement:"  the  Board  refer  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  report  of  O.  Blane,  senior  assistant  engineer  of  the  Rock 
river  improvement,  appended  to  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
sixth  judicial  circuit,  which  was  laid  before  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives by  the  Governor,  on  the  27th  Descmber,  1838. 

In  answer  to  the  fifth  inquiry:  "Whether  this  water-power  would  not 
be  brought  into  more  immediate  use,  and  rendered  more  valuable  to  the 
State,  if  the  Central  railroad  should  cross  Rock  river  at  that  point:" 
the  Board  are  unable  to  answer,  not  having  in  their  possession  a  report 
from  the  engineer  on  the  subject.  But,  in  order  to  furnish  all  informa- 
tion desired,  thay  have  transmitted  a  copy  of  that  portion  of  the  resolu- 
tion relative  to  this  matter  to  the  engineer  in  charge  of  said  improve- 
ment, with  instructions  to  report  on  the  same  at  as  early  a  period  as 
practicable;  and,  on  receipt  of  said  report,  the  Board  will  furnish  the 
House  with  the  information  desired. 

In  answer  to  the  sixth  inquiry:  "Whether  the  line  of  the  Central 
railroad  adopted  is  longer  or  shorter  than  another  line  from  Peru,  on 
the  Illinois  river,  via  the  rapids  on  Rock  river,  to  Savannah,  on  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  the  comparative  cost  of  construction  of  the  two 
routes:"'  the  Board  have  to  state  that  there  has  not  been  any  line  adop- 
ted by  the  Board;  but,  in  order  to  afford  the  House  of  Representatives 
every  information  on  the  subject,  the  Board  refer  them  to  the  annexed 
report  of  Wm.  B.  Gilbert,  marked  D. 

In  answer  to  the  seventh  inquiry:  "And  that  they  report  to  this  House 
their  reasons  for  leaving  an  interval  of  ten  or  twelvo  miles  between  that 
part  of  the  Central  railroad  already  put  under  contract  from  Galena 
south,  and  that  part  proposed  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  be  put 
under  contract  during  the  ensuing  six  months,  east  from  Savannah  tow- 
ards Rock  river:"  the  Board  have  to  report  that,  in  making  their  deci- 
sion, they  had  in  view  the  25th  section  of  the  internal  improvement  law; 
by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  they  are  required  to  commence  at  the  nav- 
igable streams,  &c.  If,  however,  in  the  wisdom  of  the  Legislature,  it 
should  be  found  more  conducive  to  the  public  interest  to  proceed  in  a 
continuous  line,  the  change  could  be  made  without  in  the  least  affect- 
ing or  producing  any  disconcert  whatever  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
Board. 

Respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  KINNEY, 

President  B.  P.  W* 

William  Prentiss, 

Staetary  B.  P.  W. 


A. 

May  24,  1838. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Galena,  convened  at  the  court-house 
the  24th  of  May,  1838,  Elijah  Charles,  Esq.  was  called  to  the  chair, 
and  Reuben  W.  Brush  appointed  secretary.  The  following  resolu- 
tions were  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  enter  into  a  cor 
respondence  with  Col.  J.  VV.  Stephenson,  acting  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  for  the  sixth  judicial  circuit,  to  ascertain  from  him  what  has  been 
and  will  be  done  in  relation  to  the  northern  termination  of  the  Central 
railroad,  and  to  report  at  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  citizens. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  were  appointed  by  the  chair,  that 
committee:  John  Stark,  T.  Drummond,  Chas.  S.  Hempstead,  R.  W. 
Carson,  J.  Wyeth. 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  transmit  to  said  Commissioner  a  copy 
of  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Galena,  held  on  the 
17th  inst.,  on  this  subject,  and  request  from  him  an  answer  expressive  of 
his  views  therein.  And  then  the  meeting  adjourned  till  Monday,  at 
5  o'clock,  P.  M. 

'      ELIJAH  CHARLES,  Chairman. 

Reuben  W.  Brush,  Secretary. 


May  28,  I8C8. 
The  committee  appointed  on  the  24th  inst.  under  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

"Resolved,  Tha*-  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  enter  into  a  cor- 
respondence with  Col.  J.  W.  Stephenson,  acting  Commissioner  of  Public 
Works  for  the  sixth  judicial  circuit,  to  ascertain  from  him  what  has  been 
done  and  what  will  be  done,  in  relation  to  the  northern  termination  of 
the  Central  railroad,  and  to  report  to  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens,"— beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

That  on  Friday  afternoon,  25th  inst.,  they  sent  a  letter  to  CoL  Jas.  W. 
Stephenson,  acting  Commissioner  for  this  circuit,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herunto  annexed,  but  have  not  received  any  reply  thereto. 

JOHN  STARK, 
T.  DRUMMOND, 
C.  S.  HEMPSTEAD, 
R.  W.  CARSON, 
J.  WYETH. 


Galena,  May  25,  1 838. 
To  Col.  Jas.  W.  Stephenson, 

Acting  Commissioner  of  Board  Public  Works  for  Sixth  Circuit. 
Sir:   At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens   of  Galena  held  yesterday,  a  copy 
of  the  prcceedings  of  which  are    here    enclosed,  the  undersigned  were 
appointed  a  committee  to    correspond   with    the  Commissioner  for  this 
circuit  upon  matters  expressed  in  the  copy  of  the  proceedings. 
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They  were  also  directed  to  furnish  the  Commissioner  with  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  on  the  l7th  inst.,  and  which  is  also 
here  enclosed. 

The  committee  deem  it  due  both  to  the  inhabitants  of  Galena  and  to 
the  Commissioner,  to  endeavor  to  disclose,  as  fully  as  possible,  the  state  * 
of  public  feeling  and  sentiment  upon  the  subject  of  the  termination  of 
the  Central  railroad;  and  the  committee  will  not  believe,  for  one  mo- 
ment, that  tbe  wishes  and  opinions  of  the  community,  when  once  un- 
derstood, will  be  disregarded,  however  widely  the  citizens  and  the  Com- 
missioner may  differ  in  *he  construction  of  the  law. 

An  impression  prev  Jls  in  the  minds  of  the  citizens,  that  the  line  of 
the  railroad  has  been  laid  out  so  that  the  termination  must  of  necessity 
be  on  the  eastern  bank  of  Fever  river,  and  that  it  is  not  intended  that 
the  road  shall  cross  the  river. 

Whether  this  impression  be  correct  or  not,  the  committee  have  no 
means  of  positively  knowing,  having  never  seen  any  official  statement 
or  admission  of  the  lact. 

But  the  impression,  whether  correct  or  not,  has  called  forth  a  decided 
and  almost  unanimous  declaration  of  opinion  from  the  citizens,  that  they 
consider  that  to  locate  the  termination  of  the  railroad  on  the  eastern 
side  of  Fever  river,  would  be  highly  injurious  to  their  interests. 

A  large  majority  of  the  citizens,  among  whom  are  the  members  of 
this  committee,  do  not  think  that  the  law  has  even  left  it  optional  with 
the  Commissioners  to  terminate  the  railroad  on  either  side  of  the  river. 
They  think  that  the  law  makes  it  obligatory  on  them  to  terminate  it 
on  the  west  side. 

The  committee  do  not  propose  to  argue  the  question  at  this  time; 
they  only  wish  to  state  facts  as  to  the  opinions  and  sentiments  of  the 
public. 

Upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  it  only  remains  to  state  that,  in  case 
the  impression  above  alluded  to  be  correct,  it  is  the  expressed  wish  of 
at  least  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  inhabitants  of  Galena,  that  a  re- 
survey  be  made,  or  other  measures  taken  to  locate  the  termination  of  the 
road  at  the  west  side  of  Fever  river. 

The  committee  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  inquire  of  the  Com- 
missioner what  has  already  been  done  under  authority  of  the  Inter- 
nal Improvement  law,  and  what  will  be  done  in  relation  to  the  northern 
termination  of  the  Central  railroad;  and,  in  further  pursuance  of  their 
instructions  from  the  meeting,  they  have  to  request  the  Commissioner 
to  favor  them  with  an  expression  of  his  views  upon  the  proceedings  of 
the  seventeenth  instant. 

With  sentiments  of  respect, 

Your  friends  and  obedient  servants, 

JOHN  STARK, 
T.  DRUMMOND, 
C.  S.  HEMPSTEAD, 
R.  W.  CARSON, 
J.  WYETH. 


B. 

m 

Trustees'  Oefice,  Galena,  May  28,  1838. 
Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  the  present  location  of  the 
northern  termination  of  the  Central   railroad  on  the  east  side  of  Fever 
river  is  a  measure  hostile  to  the  interests  of  this  town,  and  in  violation 
of  law: 

Now,  therefore,  we  the  trustees,  in  town  council  convened,  do  hereby 
protest  against  the  present  location  of  the  said  northern  termination, 
and  request  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  order  a  re-survey  of  the  line 
to  Galena,  in  such  a  way  as  fully  to  redress  the  grievance.  This  protest 
to  be  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  under  the  seal  of  the 
corporation. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we   have  hereunto  set  our  names,  this 
£  l.  s.  ]     28th  May,  1838,  and  caused  the   seal  of  the  corporation  to 
be  hereunto  affixed. 

DAN.  WANN,  PresH  P.  T. 
H.  H.  GEAR, 
JOHN  DOWLING, 
JOHN  L.  SLAYMAKER, 
DUDLEY  SIMMONS, 


D.  B.  MOREHOUSE. 


Attest:    W.  B.  Green,  CPk. 


May  28,  1838. 

The  meeting  of  the  citizens  convened  on  the  24th  inst.  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  into  consideration  the  termination  of  the  Central  rail- 
road, and  adjourned  to  this  day,  met  agreeable  to  adjournment;  Elijah 
Charles,  Esq.  in  the  chair,  and  R.  W.  Brush,  secretary. 

The  proceedings  of  the  former  meeting  were  read,  and  the  committee 
appointed  under  a  resolution  passer1  at  said  meeting  made  report  that 
they  had  addressed  a  communicatio.  *o  Col.  Jas.  W.  Stephenson,  Com- 
missioner of  the  Board  of  Public  Worko  for  the  sixth  judicial  circuit,  on 
the  subject  alluded  to  in  said  resolutions,  but  had  received  no  answer. 
A  copy  of  the  communication  was  read  by  the  charirman  of  said  com- 
mittee, and  the  report  accepted. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  and  of  former  meet- 
ings on  this  subject,  be  published  in  the  papers  of  Galena,  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  Board  of  Public  Works  at  Vandalia,  signed  by  the  chair- 
man and  secretary. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  address  a  communication, 
explanatory  ot  the  proceedings  above  alluded  to,  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Public  Works  at  Vandalia. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  were  appointed  by  the  chair,  that 
committee:  Thomas  Drummond,  William  Smith,  and   Daniel  Wann. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  correspondence  appointed  at  the 
first  meeting,  whenever   they  shall  receive  an   answer  from  the  acting 


Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  the  sixth  judicial  circuit, 
on  the  subject  of  their  communication  of  the  25th  inst.,  cause  the  same 
to  be  published  in  the  papers  of  Galena,  and  transmit  a  copy  to  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  at  Vandalia. 

Resolved,  That  the  meeting  adjourn  sine  die. 

ELIJAH  CHARLES,  Chairman. 

Reuben  W.  Brush,  Secretary. 


Galena,  May  29,  1838. 
To  the  Board  of  Commissioners 

of  Public  Works  for  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Gentlemen;  At  a  very  large  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Galena  held 
yesterday,  the  undersigned  were  appointed  a  committee  to  send  a  com- 
munication to  your  Board  explanatory  of  certain  proceedings  which 
have  taken  place  at  various  public  meetings  of  the  citizens,  convened 
for  the  purpose  of  expressing  their  views  in  relation  to  the  northern 
termination  of  <he  Central  railroad;  and,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes 
of  their  fellow  citizens,  they  now  address  you. 

At  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  act  to  establish  and  maintain  a  sys- 
tem of  Internal  Improvement,  Feb.  27,  1837,  the  town  of  Galena  was 
almost  entirely  situated  on  the  ¥/est  bank  of  Fever  river,  and  so  it  still 
remains.  It  being  understood  that  the  acting  Commissioner  for  this 
circuit  had  terminated  the  Central  railroad  on  the  east  side  of  the  river, 
at  some  considerable  distance  from  the  centre  of  business  and  popula- 
tion, it  was  proposed  to  call  a  public  meeting  in  order  to  express  the 
sentiments  of  the  citizens  upon  the  subject.  The  survey  had  been  made, 
it  was  believed,  and  the  road  so  terminated  that  it  never  couid  be,  at  any 
future  time,  brought  across  the  river;  and  as  it  was  supposed  that  avast 
majority  of  the  people  of  this  town  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  rail- 
road ought  to  terminate  on  the  west  bank  of  Fever  river;  that  the  depot 
should  be  there  established,  and  that  the  law  contemplated  that  it  should 
terminate  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  the  president  and  trustees  of  the 
town,  on  the  15th  inst.,  requested  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  the  subject  into  consideration.  Accordingly,  on  the  17th 
instant,  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  took  place  in  pursuance  of  the  call  of 
the  trustees;  at  which  meeting  several  resolutions  were  passed  almost 
unanimously;  and  we  herewith  enclose  to  your  Board  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  meeting. 

The  Board  will  observe  that  a  preamble  to  the  resolutions  declares 
that  the  law  contemplated  that  the  road  should  terminate  on  the  west 
bank  of  the  river.  We  do  not  intend,  at  this  time,  to  enter  into  a  gen- 
eral argument  to  show  that  such  is  the  true  construction  of  the  law.  We 
will  merely  state  that  the  acts  of  Congress  laying  off  the  town  of  Ga- 
lena, and  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners  appointed  under  the  last 
of  those  acts — the  limits  of  the  town  as  defined  and  understood  at  the 
time  of  the  passage  of  the  Internal  Improvement  law — what  took  place 
before  (he  committee  on  Internal  Improvements  when  a  proposition  was 
introduced  that  the  road  should  end  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and 
rejected — the  position  and  situation  of  the  town  itself,  then  and  now,  all 
conclusively  prove,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  citizens  of  this  town,  that 


it  is  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  law  that  the  railroad  should  ter- 
minate on  the  west  bank  of  the  river. 

We  think  also  that  it  can  easily  be  made  to  appear,  not  only  that  such 
is  the  proper  construction  of  the  law,  b  it  that  it  is  for  the  best  interests 
of  the  town  and  State  now,  and  for  all  time  to  come,  that  the  road  should 
so  terminate;  but  the  undersigned  have  not  time  to  enter  into  this  branch 
of  the  subject,  as  it  would  lead  them  into  too  extensive  a  field  of  inves- 
tigation. They  would  only  refer  to  the  various  proceedings  which  have 
taken  place  at  the  public  meetings,  where  those  most  acquainted  with 
the  matter,  and  therefore  best  capable  of  judging,  have  expressed  their 
opinions. 

A  meeting  of  the  citizens  was  subsequently  convened  on  the  22d  in- 
stant, with  a  view  of  taking  measures  to  commemorate  the  commence- 
ment of  the  railroad,  and  a  committee  of  arrangements  was  appointed,  but, 
owing  to  some  misunderstanding  with  the  acting  Commissioner,  nothing 
was  ever  done;  and  they  were  discharged. 

A  meeting  was  also  held  on  the  24th  instant,  a  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  which  is  herewith  enclosed;  at  which  meeting  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  enter  into  a  correspondence  with  Col.  Stephenson,  the 
acting  Commissioner  for  this  circuit.  Accordingly  that  committee  did 
address  a  letter  to  Col.  Stephenson,  a  true  copy  of  which  we  beg  leave 
herewith  to  enclose.  The  letter  was  delivered  to  the  Commissioner  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  25th  instant.  Agreeably  to  the  adjournment  of  the 
meeting  of  the  2ith,  another  meeting  took  place  yesterday,  the  proceed- 
ings of  which  we  also  beg  leave  to  enclose  herewith.  At  yesterday's 
meeting  the  committee  of  correspondence  reported  that,  up  to  that  time, 
Col.  Stephenson  had  given  no  reply  to  their  communication;  and  up  to 
this  day  no  reply  has  yet  been  received  by  the  committee.  The  Board 
will  perceive  the  committee  are  directed  to  forward  to  you  a  copy  of  any 
answer  which  may  be  hereafter  received  from  Col.  Stephenson-,  which 
will  of  course  be  done. 

At  the  meeting  yesterday,  a  member  of  the  committee  of  correspon- 
dence stated  that  he  had  had  some  conversation  with  Col.  Stephenson, 
who  informed  him,  and  requested  him  to  inform  the  meeting,  that  his  en- 
gagements had  been  such  that  it  had  not  been  in  his  power  to  reply  to 
the  committee.  But  as  it  was  uncertain  whether  the  reply  of  the  Com- 
missioner would  be  received  in  season  to  be  laid  before  your  Board  at  its 
semi-annual  meeting  on  the  4th  of  June  next,  it  was  considered  advisa- 
ble to  transmit  at  once  the  proceedings  of  the  various  meetings  of  the 
citizens,  together  with  an  explanatory  letter. 

The  undersigned  have  been  requested  also  to  forward  to  you  a  protest 
of  the  president  and  trustees  of  the  town,  against  the  termination  of  the 
road  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  several  petitions  to  your  Board, 
calling  for  a  re-survey  of  the  route;  and  they  accordingly  herewith  en- 
close the  papers  referred  to,  and  ask  for  them  an  attentive  considera- 
tion, as  they  contain  the  signatures  of  a  large  portion  of  our  most  re- 
spectable citizens. 

As  an  act  of  justice  to  Col.  Stephenson,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  add, 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  to  us,  that  his  health  and  his  engage- 
ments have  been  such  as  to  prevent  him  from  making  a  full  statement  of 
all  that  has  been  done  in  relation  to  the  termination  of  the  railroad,  as 
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we  do  not  doubt  that  a  letter  from  him  to  the  committee  of  correspon- 
dence would  explain  many  things  in  regard  to  which  there  is  now  much 
misapprehension  among  his  fellow-citizens.  But  it  seems  to  be  rendered 
certain  that  the  Commissioner  has  determined  that  the  road  should  ter- 
minate on  the  east  bank  of  the  river;  and  it  is  against  this  general  con- 
clusion of  the  Commissioner  that  the  citizens  of  this  town  protest. 

It  is  ho  exaggeration  to  say  that  the  feeling  which  has  been  manifested 
and  which  now  exists  among  our  citizens,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  is 
intense.  The  people  feel  that  they  have  been  aggrieved  by  the  decision 
of  the  acting  Commissioner  for  this  circuit;  and  they  appeal  to  your 
Board  for  redress. 

The  simply  ask  justice;  they  request  that  respect  should  be  paid  to 
their  rights;  they  do  not  approach  your  Board  to  crave  favors;  they  are 
willing  that  the  Commissioners  should  lay  out  and  terminate  the  railroad 
with  the  law  in  their  hands  to  guide  and  direct  them  in  their  operations. 
To  this  they  think  they  may  justly  lay  claim.  To  the  law,  fairly  and 
liberally  construed,  they  are  willing  to  pay  obedience,  and  they  doubt 
not  that  the  Commissioners  will  do  the  same.  This  is  all  that  the 
people  of  Galena  demand. 

We  ask  from  the  Board  a  candid  and  respectful  consideration  of  these 
sentiments  and  opinions  thus  frankly  expressed.     We  do  not  present 
them  as  the  result  of  temporary  ebullitions  of  feeling,   but  a  deep  and 
settled  conviction  of  the  citizens  of  Galena. 
On  behalf  of  the  citizens. 

Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

T.  DRUMMOND, 
DANIEL  WANN, 
WM.  SMITH, 

Committee* 
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c. 

To  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 

Gentlemen:  The  termination  of  the  Central  railroad  at  Galena  seems, 
by  the  proceedings  of  the  numerous  late  meetings  of  the  citizens  of  Ga- 
lena, to  produce  discontent  and  something  of  excitement. 

Now,  I  will  simply  remark  that  they  are  premature  in  all  their  pro- 
ceedings, in  regard  to  this  subject,  inasmuch  as  I  have  no  more  know- 
iedge  of  the  point  of  termination  than  either  of  you  have.  In  regard  to 
another  survey,  I  have  proposed  to  give  it  to  them.  For  further  particu- 
lars! refer  you  to  Mr.  Gilbert.  My  belief  is  that  the  true  interest  of  the 
town  requires  a  depot  on  both  sides  of  the  river. 
Very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  W.  STEPHENSON. 


Galena,  May  24,  1838. 
Hon.  William  Kinney, 

Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Sir:  A  considerable  excitement  is  created  in  this  community,  since 
it  has  become  known  that  the  acting  Commissioner  of  the  sixth  judicial 
circuit  has  fixed  upon  the  east  side  of  Fever  river  for  the  termination  of 
the  railroad.  A  meeting  of  the  citizens  was  held  about  ten  days  ago,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  the  subject  into  consideration,  and  expressing  their 
views  thereon.  The  resolutions  passed  at  that  meeting  afford  evidence 
of  their  entire  disapprobation,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  enclosed  paper. 

The  inhabitants  of  Galena  have  supposed  that  so  much  deference  at 
least  would  be  paid  to  this  expression  of  their  views  as  to  cause  a  sus- 
pension of  the  works  on  the  first  section;  that  a  resurvey  would  be  made 
of  that  section,  with  a  view  to  passing  the  railroad  to  the  west  side  by 
means  of  a  bridge;  and  that  the  whole  case  would  be  submitted  to  the 
Board  for  their  decision  at  the  meeting  to  be  held  next  Monday  week. 

Having  been  disappointed  in  this  reasonable  expectation,  and  unwil- 
ling" to  chaunt  their  own  requiem,"  they  have  determined  to  postpone, 
indefinitely,  the  contemplated  celebration  of  breaking  ground,  for  which 
preparations  have  been  made  as  you  will  learn  by  the  enclosed  hand- 
bill. 

Feeling,  as  I  do,  a  deeep  interest  in  whatever  may  operate  on  the  wel- 
fare of  Galena,  from  a  long  residence,  extensive  business,  with  a  large 
amount  of  real  estate  within  its  bounds,  and  likewise  in  my  capacity  of 
a  trustee  of  the  town,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  my  views  on  the  subject  before 
your  honorable  Board,  believing  that,  on  a  full  view  of  the  case,  they 
may  be  induced  to  pause  and  reflect  before  taking  a  definite  action  in 
so  important  a  case. 

And  first.  I  consider  the  decision  of  the  acting  Commissioner  to  lo- 
cate the  terminus  of  the  railroad  on  the  east  side  of  Fever  river,  to  be  in 


12 

direct  contravention  of  the  law;  because,  at  the  time  of  the  enactment  of 
the  law,  Galena  was  not  on  the  east,  but  wholly  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river;  and  to  this  day,  there  is  not  over  a  dozen  houses  on  that  side. 

Secondly.  Because  such  location  would  be  ruinous  to  the  interests  of 
the  inhabitants.  It  would  increase  the  obstructions  on  the  river.  It 
would  greatly  impede  the  navigation  by  steamboats,  and  often  jeopar- 
dize the  safety  of  passengers  and  freight  in  the  ferry-boats;  whilst  the 
extra  charges  consequent  on  the  deposite  of  goods  in  the  depot,  and  trans- 
portation from  thence  to  the  merchants'  store  in  Galena,  would  more 
than  equal  the  price  of  transportation  of  those  goods  from  Savannah, 
and  the  drayage  to  the  store. 

If  this  be  true,  why  construct  a  railroad  from  Savannah  to  Galena? 
Why  not  terminate  it  at  the  former  place? 

Besides,  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  nearly  all  our  trade  is  derived 
from  the  west  side  of  the  river.  There  also  are  our  mineral  grounds, 
and  our  furnaces,  our  dwellings  and  improvements.  Our  territorial 
neighbors,  too,  will  not  willingly  submit  to  the  inconvenience  and  extra 
expense  of  transporting  their  lead  by  a  ferry  to  the  depot. 

In  view  of  the  low  grounds  (subject  to  overflow,  and  at  this  time  under 
water)  on  which  the  termination  is  fixed,  and  of  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  it  would  be  difficult  to  assign  any  valid  reason  for  the  decision 
of  the  acting  Commissioner.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  believed  that,  had 
the  survey  been  carried  up  four  feet  higher  (with  a  view  to  cross  the 
river  opposite  to  Galena  by  a  bridge)  the  road  might  have  been  made  at 
considerable  less  expense,  whilst  the  distance  would  have  been  shortened. 
There  are  commanding  sites  for  bridges,  both  at  the  upper  and  lower 
ends  of  the  town,  and  almost  immediately  on  a  line  with  a  point  fixed 
on  for  the  termination.  Stone  is  abundant  on  the  spot;  the  bluffs  on 
each  side  afford  ready  made  foundations  for  abutments,  and  the  distance 
across  does  not  probably  exceed  200  feet. 

Besides,  generally  speaking,  in  the  fall  and  in  the  spring,  at  the  wash- 
ing and  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  there  is  a  week  or  ten  days  each,  that 
the  passage  of  the  river  by  the  ferry-boat  is  impracticable. 

It  is  not  to  be  disguised  th  it  there  is  a  most  decided  opposition  to  the 
present  location  on  the  part  of  this  whole  community.  They  had  wel- 
comed the  introduction  into  this  State  of  the  system  of  internal  improve- 
ment, as  a  great  public  benefit,  by  means  of  the  facilities  it  would  afford 
of  communication  with  distant  parts  of  the  State-,  and  with  other  States. 
This  decision 'has  entirely  blasted  their  hopes;  and  they  will  be  forced,  if 
persisted  in,  to  consider  this  railroad  as  a  curse,  instead  of  a  blessing. 

There  is  another  view  of  the  subject,  which  I  beg  leave  to  present  for 
consideration,  namely,  the  importance  of  securing  public  favor  towards 
the  system  of  public  improvements.  If,  in  the  construction  of  these 
roads,  the  public  good  is  to  be  sacrificed  to  individual  benefits;  if  they 
are  to  be  located  without  due  reference  to  the  wants  and  convenience  of 
the  immediate  community  though  which  they  may  pass,  and  of  the  State 
generally,  then  will  the  people  veto  the  whole  system. 

Permit  me  to  request  the  favor  of  an  answer,  and  to  offer  an  assur- 
ance of  great  respect  and  consideration. 

H.  H.  GEAR. 


(     Labort 
(  im 
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RAILROAD  CELEBRATION. 

The  citizens  of  Galena  and  vicinity  are  respectfully  invited  to  meet  at 
the  Court-house,  on  Monday  morning  next,  at  9  o'clock,  for  the  purpose 
of  celebrating  the  breaking  ground  on  the  northern  termination  of  the 
great  Central  railroad.  The  citizens  of  Dubuque,  Mineral  Point,  and 
the  adjoining  counties,  are  also  respectfully  invited  to  join  in  the  celebra- 
tion under  the  following  order  of  the  committee  of  arrangement. 

Order  of  Procession, 

Music. 

Marshal  of  the  day. 

President  and  Trustees  of  the  town. 

Clergy  and  Orator  of  the  day. 

Commissioners,  Engineers  and  Contractors. 

rers,  with  their      )  m  •    ,  »«■      ,    , 
i  >  Third  Marshal, 

implements.  ) 

Members  of  Mechanics'  Institute. 

Fire  Companies. 

Hook  and  Ladder  Company. 

Members  of  the  Bar. 

Citizens  and  Strangers. 

President,  Vice-President,  and  officers  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Fourth  Marshal.  Fifth  Marshal. 

The  committee  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  to  act  as  Marshals 
on  the  occasion: 

Capt.  H.  H.  Gear,  Messrs.  Philip  Barry,  Wm.  B.  Green,  George  M. 
Mitchell,  Legrand  Morehouse. 

The  procession  will  form  at  the  Court-house,  and  proceed  down  Main 
street  to  the  steamboat  landing,  where  it  will  embark  on  board  of  boats 
prepared  for  the  occasion  to  take  them  to  the  vicinity  of  the  place  where 
the  work  is  to  commence. 

A  general  invitation  is  respectfully  tendered  to  the  ladies  of  Galena, 
and  the  surrounding  country,  to  repair  on  board  the  boats  previous  to 
the  time  of  the  procession  reaching  it. 

OCT  The  business  men  of  Galena  are  requested  to  close  their  stores 
and  shops  on  that  day. 

PHILIP  BARRY, 
GEORGE  M.  MITCHELL, 
JOHN  L.  SLAYMAKER, 
JOHN  H.  WEBBER, 
H.  H.  GEAR, 
WM.  SMITH, 

Committee  of  Arrangement. 
Galena,  May  23, 1838.  I 
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Galena,  May  28,  1838. 
To  William  Kinney,  Esq. 

President  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  Illinois. 
Sir:  By  the  annexed  printed  account  of  a  public  meeting  the  citizens 
of  Galena,  held  on  the  17th  inst.,  it  will  be  perceived  that  it  is  made  my 
duly,  as  chairman  of  that  meeting,  to  transmit  to  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  for  Illinois  a  copy  of  their  proceedings,  which  I  now  beg  leave 
to  do  through  you,  (as  the  President  of  the  Board)  for  their  consideration, 
and  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  right  and  proper. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

CHARLES  S.  HEMPSTEAD. 


Communication. 

At  a  large  and  respectable  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  of  Ga- 
lena, held  at  the  Court-house  on  the  17th  May,  1838,  convened  for  the 
object  of  taking  into  consideration  the  termination  of  the  Central  rail- 
road, Charles  S.  Hempstead  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  R.  W.  Brush 
appointed  secretary. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted: 

Whereas  the  law  provides  that  the  northern  termination  of  the  Cen- 
tral railroad  should  be  in    the  town  of  Galena;  and 

Whereas,  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  said  law,  Galena  was  on  the 
west  side  of  Fever  river;  and 

W  hereas  the  location  of  the  termination  on  the  east  side  would  cause  a 
great  depreciation  in  the  value,  of  property  on  the  west  side  of  the  river, 
and  operate  injuriously  on  the  mercantile  interest,  by  the  extra  charges 
on  the  reception  and  delivery  of  goods:     Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  interest  of  the  whole  town  of  Galena  imperatively 
demands  that  the  northern  termination  of  the  Central  railroad  should 
be  on  the  west  side  of  Fever  river;  and  that  we,  the  citizens  of  Galena, 
have  a  right  to  be  heard  in  the  matter,  and  will  use  all  proper  and  law- 
ful means  to  secure  the  location  of  that  termination  on  the  west  side  of 
Fever  river. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  be  forwarded  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Internal  Improvements  for  the  sixth  judicial  circuit, 
and  to  the  Board  of  Internal  Improvements,  and  be  published  in  the 
newspapers  of  Galena. 

CHARLES  S.  HEMPSTEAD,  Chairman. 

R.  W.  Brush,  Secretary. 


Galena,  May  28,  1838. 
Hon.  Willtam  Kinney, 

Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  Vandalia. 
Sir:  In  my  communication  of  the  24th  inst.,  (of  which  I  transmit  a 
duplicate  herewith,  in  case    of  accident  to  the    original,)  I  omitted  to 
draw  your  attention   to  the  Chicago  and  Wisconsin  railroad,  in  connect 
tion  with  that  of  Illinois. 
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In  case  the  latter  should  be  passed  to  the  west  side  by  a  bridge,  and  a 
depot  established  here,  the  junction  would  naturally  be  made  from  the 
ridge  by  which  the  former  could  reach  this  place,  and  with  equal  advan- 
tage at  either  extremity  of  the  town  at  which  the  bridge  might  be  placed; 
but  if  the  terminus  contemplated  by  the  acting  Commissioner  should  be 
adopted,  it  cannot  reasonably  be  expected  a  junction  would  be  formed 
here  by  either  of  them,  inasmuch  as  the  passage  of  the  river,  being  by 
means  of  ferry,  would  make  it  necessary  for  them  to  establish  a  depot  on 
this  side,  and  the  cost  of  transportation  would  be  increased  by  drayage  to 
the  boat  and  ferryage  across.  Comment  seems  unnecessary. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

H.  H.  GEAR. 


D. 

Central  Railroad  Office, 

Dixon,  December  4,  1838, 
To  John  Dixon,  Esq. 

Acting  Commissioner  of  the  Sixth  Judicial  Cercuit. 

Sir:  Having  completed  the  preliminary  surveys  of  the  Central  rail- 
road in  that  part  of  the  sixth  judicial  circuit  west  of  the  Winnebago 
swamp,  agreeably  to  your  instructions,  I  have  now  the  honor  of  present- 
ing to  you  the  following  statement  of  the  nature  of  the  route  and  the 
estimated  cost  of  grading  the  same. 

Of  that  portion  of  the  road  extending  from  Galena  southerly,  twenty 
miles  located  and  put  under  contract  in  May  last,  by  order  of  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  of  Public  Woaks,  estimates,  maps,  and  profiles  have 
been  duly  rendered. 

The  progress  of  the  work  upon  this  division  may  be  seen  by  reference 
to  the  annexed  tabular  statement,  which  exhibits  the  various  kinds  of 
work  that  has  been  done  up  to  the  26th  of  November,  1838.  The  con- 
tracts let  in  may  last  were  taken,  mostly,  by  efficient  and  responsible 
contractors;  and,  notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  circumstances  which 
were  calculated  to  retard  the  progress  of  the  work  during  the  sickly  sea- 
son, the  work,  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Powers'  and  Dougherty's  con- 
tracts, have  been  prosecuted  with  an  energy  highly  commendable  to  the 
contractors  now  engaged  upon  the  work.  The  unusual  difficulty  expe- 
rienced in  this  section  of  the  country,  last  season,  of  procuring  laborers, 
will,  most  probably,  render  it  impossible  to  complete  the  grading  of  the 
whole  division  by  the  time  specified  in  the  contracts. 

The  nature  of  the  work,  as  found  during  the  progress  that  has  been 
made,  is  quite  as  favorable  as  was  anticipated,  and  it  is  confidently  be- 
lieved that  the  work  can  and  will  be  completed  without  undergoing  any 
change  from  the  present  contract  prices. 

The  line  from  the  southerly  termination  of  that  part  of  the  road  now 
under  contract  has  been  finally  located  as  far  as  Savannah,  and  is  here 
designated  as  the  third  division  south  of  Galena — distance,  ten  and  four- 
fifth  miles. 
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The  line,  as  located,  continues  down  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  to 
Savannah,  pass  ng  over  favorable  ground  for  the  construction,  of  the  road, 
except  the  last  two  miles  above  Savannah.  Here  the  high  ground  border- 
ing on  the  Mississippi  terminates  with  bold,  and,  in  several  places,  with 
almost  perpendicular  banks,  which  rise  to  the  height  of  200  to  250  feet 
above  the  river.  This  is  the  only  point  attended  with  any  difficulty. 
The  line  approaches  near  the  river,  and  that  to  a  very  steep  side  hill.  At 
each  of  the  points,  it  is  proposed  to  build  a  supporting  wall  on  the  river 
side.  The  >iteep  side  hill  along  which  the  line  is  traced  is  composed 
principally  of  rock,  and  will  furnish  a  sufficient  supply  of  stone  suitable 
for  the  supporting  wall,  culverts,  &c,  required  on  this  division.  The 
location  of  the  line  between  Galena  and  Savannah  is  unavoidably  confin- 
ed to  the  valleys  of  Fever  and  Mississippi  rivers,  without  the  le?>st  posibil- 
ity  of  deviating  therefrom.  The  views  of  many  individuals  in  relation  to 
the  location  of  the  road,  in  this  vicinity,  seem  to  demand  a  brief  explana- 
tion of  the  difficulty  that  would  have  to  be  encountered  in  order  to  meet 
their  views,  by  adopting  alocation  more  into  the  interior  of  the  country. 
The  formatiou  of  the  ground  in  this  vicinity  presents,  throughout,  an 
irregular  and  broken  surface.  The  dividing  ridges  between  the  several 
streams  that  empty  into  the  Mississippi  rise  to  the  height  of  250  to  300 
foet  above  the  bottomland  of  the  valleys.  From  the  known  difficulties 
which  here  exist,  it  is  evident  that  a  route  passing  into  the  interior  of 
the  country,  or  deviating  from  the  valley  route,  would  be  entirely  im- 
practicable. 

Estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  the  third  division. 

104,134  cubic  yards   excavation,   at  18   cents     -             -  $18,744  12 

17,356  cubic  yards  solid  rock  excavation,  at  $1  35         -  22,562  80 

17,356  cubic  yards  loose  rock  excavation,  at  60  cents  10,413  60 

142,840  cubic  yards  of  embankment,  at  20  cents              -  28,568  00 

300  perches  rubble  hammered  masonry  for  bridge 

abutments,  at  $6     -         -             -             -             -  1,800  00 

2  arched  culverts,  at  $250  each     -             -            -  .500  00 

4  square  culverts,  at  $100  each     -             -             -  400  00 

4,518  cubic  yards  supporting-wall,  at  $1           -             -  4,548  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing  -  1,200  00 

Total  cost  of  ten  and  four-fifth  miles    -  -         $88,736  52 

Cost  per  mile-  -  $8,216  33 

The  location  of  the  line  between  Savannah  and  the  Winnebago  swamp 
seemed  at  first  to  present  many  difficulties  of  such  a  nature  that  the  com- 
parative advantages  of  the  different  routes  could  not  be  ascertained, 
without  a  careful  instrunental  examination  of  a  large  extent  of  country. 
A  part  of  our  examination  was  made  with  a  view  to  comply,  if  possi- 
ble, with  the  general  instructions  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  requir- 
ing (at  that  time)  the  location  of  roads  to  be   made   with  a  view  to  a 
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maximum  grade  of  forty  feet  per  mile.  Thi?  could  only  be  effected  by 
continuing  down  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  some  18  or  20  miles  be- 
low Savannah,  thence  through  to  Rock  river  by  the  valley  of  the  Cat-tail 
swamp. 

It  is  almost  needless  to  say  that  such  a  location  would  not  benefit  the 
country,  or  even  carry  out  the  main  object  sought  to  be  accomplished 
by  the  construction  of  the  works. 

The  next  line  examined  between  Savannah  and  the  Upper  rapids  on 
Rock  river,  continues  down  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi  about  eight 
miles;  leaving  the  valley,  the  line  then  follows  up  the  valley  of  Johnson's 
creek  to  the  dividing  ridge  between  Johnson  and  Little  Rock  creeks; 
thence  to  Rock  river,  passing  over  an  undulating  and  broken  surface. 
The  principal  difficulty  encountered  on  this  line  is  the  crossing  of  seve- 
ral branches  of  the  kittle  Rock  and  Elkhorn  creeks.  The  general  direc- 
tion of  these  streams  are  about  at  right  angles  to  the  course  of  the  line. 
The  maximum  grade,  by  this  route,  is  71  feet  per  mile. 

At  the  time  these  examinations  were  made,  my  division  extended  only 
to  Rock  river — each  line  corresponding  with  the  examinations  that 
were  made  by  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  surveys  in  the  seventh  ju- 
dicial circuit. 

According  to  given  instructions  of  August  last,  my  examinations 
were  continued  south  of  the  river  to  the  Winnebago  swamp,  connecting 
with  the  line  as  finally  located  from  this  place  to  Peru. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  remark  that,  from  the  several  examinations 
made  in  1837,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  most  favorable  point  of  cros- 
sing the  Winnebago  swamp  was  at  the  Rocky  ford;  this,  then,  being  de- 
termined, our  subsequent  surveys  were  directed  to  this  point. 

During  the  surveys  made  through  this  section  of  country,  upwards  of 
220  miles  have  been  instrumentally  examined.  Maps,  profiles,  and  esti- 
mates have  been  made  of  such  lines  as  appearedt  o  be  the  most  favorable; 
and  after  comparing  the  results  of  the  different  lines,  I  have  selected  the 
one  that  was  found  least  expensive  and  best  suited  to  the  wants  of  the 
cruntry.  For  a  more  particular  and  detailed  description  of  this  route, 
I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  you  the  report  of  G.  W.  Clarke,  as  exhibiting 
the  result  of  our  examinations. 

From  the  geographical  position  of  this  part  of  the  country,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  country  to  the  southwest  of  this  route  has,  at  most 
seasons  of  the  year,  the  benefit  conferred  upon  it  by  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi;  consequently,  the  advantages  resulting  to  the  work  are  by 
no  means  so  great  or  beneficial  to  the  country  as  it  will  be  by  adopting 
the  northern  route. 

It  is  evident  that  the  further  into  the  interior  this  road  can  be  carried, 
without  incurring  additional  expense  in  connecting  the  points  named  in 
the  internal  improvement  law,  the  greater  will  be  the  benefit  resulting 
from  it.      » 

Anocher  and  an  important  consideration  is,  that  this  route  passes 
through  the  most  beautiful  and  fertile  section  of  country  to  be  found 
between  the  Mississippi  and  Rock  rivers.  The  rapidity  with  which  this 
portion  of  the  country  is  now  settling,  and  the  evident  prosperity  of  the 
town  of  Dixon,  Buffalo  Grove,  the  Elkhorn,  and  Prestonville  settle- 
2 


18 

merits,  furnish  sufficient  evidence  to  justify  the  conclusion,  that  the  loca- 
tion, as  here  recommended,  is  decidedly  best  calculated  to  promote  the 
interests  of  the  work. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  your  obedient  servant, 

*  W.  B.  GILBERT,  Civil  Engineer. 


State  of  Illinois,  Fayette  county: 

Personally  came  before  the  undersigned,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
and  for  said  county,  William  B.  Gilbert,  and  made  oath  that  the  facts 
and  statements  by  him  set  forth  in  the  foregoing  report,  as  engineer,  and 
signed  by  him,  are  true  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief. 

Given  under  mv  hand  and  seal  this  8th  day  of  January,  1839. 

W.  HODGE,  J.  P.-F.  C.  , 


Table  of  Grades  for  Third  Division  south  of  Galei 


No.  of  grades. 

Distances,  in  feet. 

Inclination  per 
mile. 

Direction  of  each    grade. 

1 

.2100 

11.5 

Ascending. 

2 

.3000 

46.8 

Descending. 

3 

1.1520 

- 

Level. 

4 

.4000 

51.2 

Ascending. 

5 

.4Q00 

6.7 

Descending. 

6 

.2900 

5.6 

Ascending. 

7 

.2500 

7.6 

Descending. 

8 

.3800 

60.4 

Descending. 

9 

.1500     . 

49.7 

Ascending. 

10 

.5100 

12.3 

Descending. 

11 

1.1220 

7.3 

Ascending. 

12 

.1500 

27.6 

Ascending. 

13 

.1500 

23.9 

Descending. 

14 

1.1200 

- 

Level. 

15 

.3500 

14.6 

Descending. 

16 

.2100 

28.8 

Ascending, 

Total 

10  4-5  miles 

To   William  B.  Gilbert,  Esq. 

Senior  Assistant  Engineer  on  the  Central  Railroad. 

Sir:  After  having  completed  the  experimental  surveys  committed  to 
my  charge,  between  Savannah,  on  the TVlississippi,  and  Rocky  ford  in 
Winnebago  swamp,  lam  enabled  to  present  the  following  report,  which 
is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  route  has  been  divided  into  the  following  five  divisions,  viz: 

First  division,  from  Savannah  to  one  mile  east  of  Prestonville. 

Second  division,  from  one  mile  east  of  Prestonville  to  the  junction  of 
the  line  with  the  Galena  road,  three  miles  west  of  Chamber's  grove. 
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Third  division,  from  last  point  to  St.  Marion,  in  Buffalo  grove. 

Fourth  division,  from  St.  Marion  to  Dixon,  on  Rock  river. 

Fifth  division,  from  Dixon  to  Rocky  ford. 

The  route  has  also  been  sub-divided  into  49  sections,  corresponding 
to  the  grades.  The  excavation  and  embankment  have  been  calculated 
for  each  section,  but,  for  convenience,  the  totals  for  each  division  are 
here  exhibited  in  table  B  appended.  The  remarks  which  follow  will 
refer  to  the  divisions,  in  order,  commencing  with  the 

First  Division. 

From  Savannah  to  the  vicinity  of  the  Small  lakes,  4i  miles  to  the 
southeast  of  that  place,  the  ground  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  cheap 
construction  of  the  road.  Sand  stone  of  a  good  quality  is  found  here  in 
abundance,  for  the  construction  of  the  bridge  across  Plumb  river,  and 
the  culverts  required  in  this  section.  From  the  vicinity  of  the  Small 
lakes,  the  summits  of  the  dividing  ridge  between  Straddle  and  John- 
son's creeks,  an  elevation  of  near  200  feet  is  obtained  by  grades  of  62 
and  64  feet  per  mile.  On  such  grades,  at  a  velocity  of  10  miles  per 
hour,  a  locomotive  can  draw  but  one-fourth  the  load  it  will  draw  on  a 
level;  consequently,  the  load  on  the  whole  line  would  have  to  be  accom- 
modated to  these  steep  grades.  This  fact  shows  the  necessity  of  reduc- 
ing the  grades,  if  possible,  even  at  an  increased  expense.  With  this  ob- 
ject in  view,  1  made  a  reconnoissance  of  a  route  to  the  north  of  the 
dividing  ridge;  commencing  near  Prestonville,  following  down  a  branch 
to  Straddle  creek;  down  that  creek  to  its  confluence  with  Plumb  river, 
by  the  southeast  side  of  said  river  to  Bowen's  saw-mill,  crossing  the 
river  at  this  place;  thence  by  a  favorable  line  to  Savannah.  It  is  to  be 
observed  that  the  crossing  of  Plumb  river  ^t  this  place  is  very  good,  as 
both  sides  are  furnished  with  solid  rock  abutments;  and  the  only  expense 
will  b2  the  superstructure,  which  cannot  exceed  $4,000.  The  objec- 
tions offered  to  this  route  are  the  crossings  of  Straddle  creek  several 
times  with  bridges,  and  the  increase  of  distance  probably  from  a  half 
to  three-fourths  of  a  mile.  This  route  is  worthy  of  a  survey  before  a 
final  location. 

Second  Division. 

This  division,  consisting  of  about  14  miles,  contains  but  nine-tenths  of 
a  mile  of  3l  feet  grade,  and  the  remainder  all  below  25  feet  per  mile. 
The  line  here  is  on  the' top  of  the  ridge,  thereby  avoiding  culvert  mason- 
ry and  expensive  grading. 

The  soil  of  this,  as  of  the  preceding  division,  is  of  a  rich  alluvial  char- 
acter, and  will  present  no  difficult  rock  cutting. 

This  ridge  divides  the  waters  of  Straddle  creek  on  the  north  from 
those  of  Little  Rock  river  at  the  south,  and,  five  miles  east  of  Preston- 
ville, is  intersected  by  a  ridge  from  the  south,  dividing  the  waters  of 
Johnson's  creek  from' those  of  Little  Rock  river,  at  a  hill  which  may  be 
appropriately  called  Ridge  Knob.  By  keeping  on  the  ridge,  all  those 
objection!  are  avoided  which  must  hold  against  aline  run  further  south; 
for  it  must  necessarily  cross  the  above  named  ridge,  the  marshy  district 
of  Cat-tail  swamp,  the  valley  of  Johnson's  creek,  and  the  valley  of  Little 
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Rock  river.  In  fact,  it  seems  impossible  to  choose  a  line  in  this  broken 
district  of  country,  more  admirably  adapted  for  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  than  the  one  which  has  just  been  surveyed. 

t 

Third  Division. 

From  the  end  of  the  second  division,  the  bottom  of  Middle  creek  is  at- 
tained by  a  descending  grade  of  five  feet  per  mile,  for  two  miles.  The 
creek  bottom  is  from  five  to  six  hundred  feet  wide,  and  of  a  gradual 
slope,  permitting  the  line,  which  is  nearly  straight  here,  to  be  located  on 
a  dry  and  substantial  soil.  From  the  mouth  of  Middle  creek,  the  line 
ascends  Elkhorn  creek  to  Chamber's  mill;  one-fourth  mile  south  of  which  it 
commences  to  ascend  the  ridge  at  a  grade  of  63  feet  per  mile,  for  near  a 
mile  and  a  half;  thence  to  Buffalo  grove  by  a  gradual  ascent,  a  distance 
of  13£  miles.  For  the  distance  of  four  and  a  half  miles,  the  valleys  of 
Middle  and  Elkhorn  creeks  present  a  surface  very  even,  and  easily  gradu- 
ated, admitting  of  grades  not  exceeding  14  feet  per  mile. 

Near  the  creek,  in  section  21,  is  found  a  horizontal  strata  of  sand  stone 
easily  quarried,  which  will  furnish  stone  for  the  culverts  in  this  section, 
and  for  the  bridges  across  Middle  and  Elkhorn  creeks. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  mention  the  probability  of  finding  another 
route,  which  may  have  the  effect  to  shorten  this  division  from  two  to 
three  miles.  This  proposed  route  commences  at  the  end  of  the  last  divi- 
sion, and,  instead  of  descending  to  Middle  creek,  keeps  the  ridge  to  the 
timber  of  Chamber's  grove;  descends  to  Elkhorn  creek  above  Chamber's 
mill,  and  ascends  the  valley  of  a  large  branch  of  Elkhorn  which  heads 
near  Buffalo  grove.  The  allotted  time  for  the  completion  of  the  survey 
did  not  permit  me  to  make  a  thorough  reconnoissance  of  this  part  of  the 
country. 

From  the  valley  of  Middle  creek  near  its  confluence  with  Elkhorn, 
a  line  was  run  nine  and  a  half  miles  in  length,  passing  up  a  spur  into  the 
main  dividing  ridge  between  Elkhorn  and  Eagle  creeks.  This  line 
passes  half  a  mile  west  of  Journay's  store,  continues  the  ridge  to  the 
north  of  Waterberry's,  claim;  thence  to  an  intersection  with  the  line 
previously  run  at  Barr's  on  the  west  edge  of  Buffalo  grove.  Tt  proved 
250  feet  longer  than  the  one  on  which  the  estimate  was  made,  and  was 
objectionable  as  regards  curvature,  there  being  a  curve,  near  the  creek, 
of  600  feet  radius. 

Fourth  Division. 

This  division  commences  at  the  flourishing  little  village  of  St.  Marion, 
in  Buffalo  grove,  and  extends  to  Dixon,  on  Rock  river. 

The  alluvial  character  of  the  soil,  and  easy  graduation  of  this,  much 
resembles  that  of  the  second  division. 

A  bridge  will  be  required  to  cross  Rock  river,  of  the  following  dimen- 
sions: 630  feet  in  length;  three  arches  210  feet  square;  two  piers  16  feet 
thick,  and  35  feet  wide  at  the  foundation,  tapering  to  1 1  feet  thick  and 
3l  feet  wide  at  the  springing  of  the  arch.  This  bridge  must  have  an 
elevation  of  35  feet  above  the  common  stage  of  water,  so  as  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  steamboat  navigation  of  Rock  river.     The  width  of  the 
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bridge  to  be  30  feet,  so  as  to  furnish  a  road-way  for  teams,  and  the  via- 
duct for  the  railroad,  agreeably  to  the  provision  of  the  State  law.  The 
estimated  cost  of  this  bridge,  calculated  from  the  foregoing  dimensions, 
will  be  found  in  table  B.  Stone  of  a  suitable  quality  can  be  obtained 
near,  at  hand,  and  cannot  exceed  five  dollars  per  perch.  The  superstruc- 
ture on  the  plan  of  Col.  Long,  so  generally  adopted  throughout  the 
United  States,  cannot  fail  to  furnish  a  permanent  and  beautiful  struc- 
ture, partaking  of  that  stability  so  honorable  to  State  works. 

Fifth  Division. 

Our  last  field  operation  was  the  completion  of  this  division  on  the  fifth 
of  the  present  month.  The  distance  from  Dixon  to  the  end  of  this  divi- 
sion is  1*2.6  miles,  somewhat  shorter  than  the  road.  On  this  division 
there  are  three  miles  of  58  feet  grade;  two  miles  of  30  feet;  and  the  re- 
maining grades  not  exceeding  six  feet  per  mile. 

Route  from  the  end  of  the  Second  Division,  via  Elkhorn  grove,  to  its  intersec- 
tion with  the  former  line  at  Rock  river. 

It  yet  remains  for  me  to  give  you  some  account  of  this  line,  on  which 
time  has  not  permitted  an  estimate  to  be  made.  From  near  the  Galena 
road  three  miles  west  of  Chamber's  grove,  the  line  keeps  the  ridge  to  the 
south,  which  it  descends  by  a  grade  of  50  feet  per  mile,  for  two  miles,  to 
Humphries'  claim,  where  it  crosses  Elkhorn  creek,  and  passes  through 
the  fine  timber  of  that  grove,  for  four  and  a  half  miles.  In  this  distance 
the  line  overcomes  two  summits — the  one  oh  the  ridge  dividing  the 
waters  of  Elkhorn  from  those  of  Eagle  creek,  near  Morgan's  claim; 
the  other  at  the  school-house  on  Clark's  claim,  on  the  ridge  dividing 
Eagle  creek  from  Buffalo  creek.  The  first  ridge  is  ascended  by  a  grade 
of  56  feet,  and  descended  by  a  grade;  of  40  feet  per  mile.  The  second 
ridge  is  ascended  by  a  grade  of  52  feet  per  mile,  and  descended  by  a 
grade  of  4$  feet  per  mile.  From  the  point  which  is  now  attained  near 
Thomas  Wardin's  house,  the  line  proceeds  across  the  valley  of  Buffalo 
creek  over,  a  gently  undulating  plain,  to  the  Hamilton  Mounds;  thence 
across  the  valleys  of  Sugar  creek  and  Dry  run,  by  the  claims  of  Mr.  Fel- 
lows and  Col.  Stephenson,  to  Rock  river. 

The  route  on  which  the  estimate  is  made  is  preferable  to  this  as  to 
grades;  though  the  undulations  of  this  line  are  somewhat  compensated 
by  the  fine  timber  it  passes  through. 

Curvature. 

There  are  but  two  curves  on  the  estimated  line,  of  700  ket  radius;  all 
others  exceed  1,900  feet  radius — the  first  offering  a  resistance  of  two 
and  a  half  pounds  per  ton,  and  the  second  near  half  a  pound  per  ton. 
The  curvature  will'be  diminished,  and  the  line  shortened,  on  a  location. 

Thus,  you  have  a  brief  account  of  the  survey  since  I  entered  the  ser- 
vice on  the  20th  of  August  last. 

While  sickness  made  its  ravages  among  several  of  the  brigades  in  the 
service,  we  must  express  our  gratitude  for  the  uniform  good  health 
which  has  existed  in  the  party  during  the  whole  campaign. 

The  members  of  the  party  generally  have  discharged  their  respective 
duties  in  a  very  harmonious  and   satisfactory  manner.     Messrs.  George 
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H.  Hubbell  and  Henry  Wing,  my  assistants,  have  been  remarkably  at- 
tentive to  their  duties,  and  deserve  the  highest  commendation. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  country  between  the  Mississippi 
and  Rock  rivers,  and  considering  that,  20  miles  below  Dixon,  these 
rivers  approach  within  15  miles  of  each  other,  thereby  in  a  measure  su- 
perceding ihe  necessity  of  communication  by  a  railroad,  I  must  express 
my  decided  opinion  in  favor  of  Dixon,  as  a  crossing  place.  This  flour- 
ishing town,  beautifully  situated  on  the  banks  of  Rock  river,  becomes  a 
point  necessarily  independent  of  any  local  consideration,  for  it  is  but  two 
miles  north  of  a  straight  line  drawn  from  Savanna!)  to  Rocky  ford;  and 
in  that  distance,  either  above  or  below  the  town,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  find  so  favorable  a-crossing  place.  The  water  here  is  never  known 
to  overflow  its  banks,  and  abundance  of  stone  is  found  on  the  margin 
of  the  river. 

The  benefits  conferred  on  the  thickly  settled  groves  of  Elkhorn  and 
Buffalo,  through  which  the  road  passes,  and  the  great  extent  of  farming 
country  which  will  be  immediately  benefitted  by  it,  are  sufficient  of 
themselves  to  fix  the  location  of  the  road  in  this  favored  land.  The  sa- 
lubrity of  the  climate,  and  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  must  increase  the  un- 
exampled emigration  which  has  been  flowing  to  this  part  of  the  State  for 
several  years  past.  The  soil  will  support  and  enrich  them;  and  when 
we  consider  that  one  thousand  persons  per  week  passed  through  Chi- 
cago alone  during  this  fall,  on  their  way  to  this  great  and  growing  coun- 
try, we  see  this  view  realized. 

Independent  of  the  immediate  interests  ol  her  citizens,  the  State  must 
reap  great  advantages  by  the  value  of  the  stock,  which,  like  that  of  the 
State  improvement  in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  must  become  im- 
mensely valuable,  and  yield  a  handsome  revenue  to  her  treasury. 

The  transportation  of  articles  for  the  consumption  of  the  northern 
part  of  Illinois,  and  the  population  who  are  rapidly  settling  the  Black 
Hawk  purchase  in  the  new  Territory  of  Iowa,  must  be  done  by  thecom- 
munication  which  this  road  will  open  with  the  great  chain  of  northern 
lakes.  Its  construction  is  now  loudly  called  for,  when  we  consider 
that  the  low  stage  of  water  in  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  has  prevented 
merchandize  to  the  amount  of  more  than  a  million  of  dollars  from  as- 
cending the  river  to  supply  the  market  of  Galena  above,  and  must  now 
be  prevented  from  reaching  its  destination,  in  consequence  of  the  ice, 
until  the  close  of  the  winter  season. 

For  the  details  of  grade,  distance,  levels,  &c,  you  are  referred  to 
table  A  in  the  appendix.  For  the  estimated  cost  of  excavation  and  em- 
bankment, &c,  you  are  referred  to  table  B. 

,  It  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  line  obtained  by  survey  is  G6.9  miles  in 
length,  and  the  distance  between  the  extreme  points  in  a  straight  line  is 
50  miles,  thereby  furnishing  the  favorable  proportion  of  the  straight  line 
to  a  curvilinear  line  for  the  railroad,  as  four  is  to  five  nearly.  The 
average  cost  is  $'4,236  per  mile,  which  appears  sufficiently  liberal,  con- 
sidering the  nature  of  the  ground. 

With  the  highest  respert, 

Your  obedient  serVant, 

GEORGE  W.  CLARKE, 
Assistant  Engineer  on  the  Central  Railroad. 

\ 
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Table  exhibiting  the  route  from  Savannali   via   Dixonville,  on  Rock  river,   to 
Winnebago  Swamp.^ 
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High  mound. 
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Summit. 

9 

1,439 

Descent 
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Opposite  Preston's. 

10 

1,590 

Ascent 

29.30 
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Road  to  Dixon. 
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45.897 

230.01 

Gee's  farm. 

34 

719 

u 

58.34 

46.616 

188.02 

Dividing  .ridge1. 

35 

1,023 

Ascent 

46.20 

47.639 

237.02 

Prairie. 

36 

2.197 

u 

5.96 

49.836 

250.12 

Cross  Galena  road. 

37 

530 

Descent 

36.16 

50.366 

230.94 

38 

1,628 

M 

4.64 

51.994 

223.46 

Charter's  farm. 

39 

2,162 

it 

65.20 

54.156 

82.50 

River  hill. 

40 

217 

Level 

' 

54.373 

Dixon. 

Winnebago  Divisio: 


41 

2,272 

Ascent 

58.13 

56.645 

216.90 

Talmage's. 

49, 

758 

Descent 

6.28 

57.403 

212.14 

43 

758 

It 

58.08 

58.161 

168.14 

Three-mile  branch. 

44 

1,098 

Ascent 

30.01 

59.259 

201.11 

45 

1,553 

'<• 

4.48 

60.812 

208.08 

Prairie. 

46 

947 

u 

23.23 

61.759 

230.08 

Summit; 

47 

871 

Descent 

30.88 

62.630 

203.17 

Prairie. 

4S 

2,234 

" 

3.56 

•    64.863 

195.20 

" 

49 

2,122 

" 

6.60 

66.986 

181.20 

Winnebago. 

2\ 


B. —  Table   exhibiting  the  estimated  cost  of  Graduation. 
First   Division,    11.25   miles. 


O 

o 

Excavation,  embankment,   bridges, 

o  » 

o    ■ 

Total 

o 

culverts,  &c. 

*I 

t-  m 

o 

CD     CS 

amount. 

IB 

O  **» 

a>  <_ 

O     CU 

CO 

Pb    o 

h 

O 

Excavation 

149,336 

_ 

$0  18 

$26,880  48 

Embankment 

130,476 

- 

19 

24,786  44 

4 

371  rods  of  grubbing     - 

- 

- 

62* 

231  87 

5 

Culvert  2  by  2 

. 

14 

3  00 

42  00 

7 

Bridge  10  by  six 

_ 

164 

3  00 

492  00 

8 

Culvert  4  by  4 

. 

67 

3  00 

201  00 

10 

Culvert  2  by  2 

. 

14 

3  00 

42  00 

4 

Bridge  at  Rum  river 

- 

640 

3  00 

1,920  00 

300  feet  superstructure 

- 

- 

15 

4,500  00 

$59,095  79 

Second  Division,  13.97  miles. 

Excavation 

109,935 

- 

15 

16,490  25 

Embankment                  - 

167,372 

- 

16 

26,779  52 

13 

Culvert  2  by  2 

- 

17 

3  00 

51  00 

43,320  77 

Third  Division,  16.47  miles. 

Excavation 

160,746 

- 

17 

27,326  82 

Embankment 

120,658 

. 

18 

21.718  44 

Bridge  at  Middle  creek 

- 

64 

2  50 

160  00 

50  feet  superstructure 

- 

. 

15 

750  00 

21 

2  culverts  3  bjr  3 

. 

65 

2  50 

162  50 

Bridge  at  Elkborn  creek 

- 

120 

3  00 

360  00 

90  feet  superstructure 

. 

15 

1,350  00 

24 

200  rods  grubbing 

_ 

. 

62£ 

125  00 

Culvert  3  by  3 

_ 

57 

3  00 

171  00 

26 

2  culverts  2  by  2 

_ 

32 

3  00 

96  00 

Bridge  on  Buffalo  creek 

_ 

150 

3  00 

450  00 

40  feet  superstructure 

- 

- 

15  00 

600  00 

28 

Culvert  2  by  2 

- 

25 

3  00 

75  00 

30 

Culvert  3  by  3 

- 

33 

2  00 

66  00 

53,410  76 

Fourth  Division,  12.67  miles. 

Excavation 

123,823 

- 

16 

1.9,811  68 

Embankment 

113,515 

_ 

17 

19,297  55 

3  culverts 

- 

68 

3  00 

204  00 

Bridge  at  Rock  river,  masonry,  rub- 

ble work 

- 

4,540 

5  00 

22,750  00 

700  feet  superstructure 

. 

- 

20  00 

14,000  00 

2  culverts 

- 

46 

3  00 

138  00 

160  rods  grubbing 

. 

_ 

50 

80  00 

76,281  23 

Fifth  Division,  22.61  miles. 

Excavation 

194,810 

- 

16 

31,167  60 

Embankment 

108,402 

- 

17 

18,428  34 

8 

1  culvert                         - 

- 

28 

3  00 

84  00 

7 

2  culverts 

- 

46 

3  00 

138  00 

6 

1  culvert 

- 

28 

3  00 

84  00 

5 

1  culvert 

- 

80 

3  00 

240  00 

4 

Bridge  on  Three-mile  branch 

- 

480 

3  00 

1,440  00 

1 

1  culvert 

- 

33 

3  00 

99  00 

51,682  94 

Total  amount         - 

283,791  49 

Cost  per  mile          ... 

- 

- 

$4,236  00 

Ili..  Legts.    £  xi.lt.  ?11th  Assem. 


hh 


CENTRAL  RAILROAD— SOUTH  OF  VANDALIA. 


January  31,  1839. 

Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


• 


Mr.  Smith,  of  Wabash,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements, 
made  the  following 


REPORT: 


The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  which  was  referred  a  reso- 
lution directing  said  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  that,  in  the  location  of  the  Central  railroad,  it  shall 
pass  through  the  town  of  Vienna,  in  Johnson  county,  Frankfort,  in 
Franklin  c  ninty,  Mount  Vernon,  in  Jpfferson  county,  and  Salem,  in 
Marion  county,  the  same  being  the  several  county  seats  of  said  counties; 
also,  directing  said  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  advantage 
that  would  arise  to  the  Slate  and  the  towns  above  named,  and  the 
citizens  of  the  counties  aforesaid,  by  making  such  alteration,  having 
had  tJie  same  under  consideration,  beg  leave  to  report: 

That,  after  having  given  the  subject  that  careful  examination  which  its 
importance  required,  they  have  ascertained  that  the  route  contemplated 
by  the  resolution  will  require  sixteen  miles  more  of  railroad  than  the 
one  already  surveyed  and  partly  constructed;  and  that  the  additional 
expense  of  constructing  the  same,  together  with  the  loss  to  the  State  by 
the  desertion  of  the  present  route,  upon  which  a  large  amount  has  been 
already  expended,  will  be  over  $21)0,000.  This  fact  has  induced  the 
committee  to  look  more  particularly  into  the  comparative  advantages  of 
the  different  routes  to  the  whole  State,  and  to  particular  portions  of  the 
State. 

It  was  supposed  by  those  who  projected,  and  it  is  believed  by  those  who 
still  support,  the  system  of  internal  improvements,  that  this  will  be  one 
of  the  great  channels  of  communication  and  transportation  between  the 
far  south  and  east  and  the  different  parts  of  our  own  State;  that,  daring 
a  great  portion  of  every  year,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  some  years,  it  will 
be  almost  the  only  means  by  which  our  State  can  be  supplied  with  articles 
of  commerce  purchased  in  the  southern  and  eastern  markets,  and  by 
which  we  can  return  the  productions  of  our  own  soil.  If  this  supposition 
be  true,  and  nothing  short  of  its  truth  can  justify  a  project  so  extensive,  is 
it  not  necessary  that  devious  and  circuitous  routes  should  be  avoided,  which, 
"while  they  lengthen  the  time  and  distance,  must  also  greatly  increase  the 


expenses  of  transportation?  In  the  present  instance  from  the  southern 
terminus  to  Vandalia — a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  miles 
by  the  present  surveyed  line,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  miles  by  the 
one  contemplated  by  said  resolution — the  difference  in  the  cost  of  passage 
of  right  by  the  adoption  of  the  latter  will  exceed  ten  per  centum ;  and 
thus,  while  the  change'  may  favor  the  interests  of  some  two  or  three 
county  towns,  it  will  prejudice  the  important  interests  of  the  whole 
State. 

Whether  more  travel  or  transportation  would  be  brought  to  the  road 
from  the  adjacent  country  by  the  proposed  change,  is  a  matter  of  doubt 
in  the  mind  of  your  committee.  As  at  present  surveyed,  it  passes  through 
a  fertile  country  unsurpassed  for  natural  resources  or  the  promise  of 
future  wealth — a  country  as  densely  populated  and  as  rapidly  improving 
as  any  part  of  that  portion  of  the  State,  and  one  without. any  natural  or- 
artificial  communications  with  the  great  rivers  except  by  the  common 
roads  of  the  country;  Avhile,  on  the  other  hand,  two  of  the  counties  refer- 
red to  in  said  resolution  have  railroads  projected  through  their  county 
seats — and  another  lies  on  the  Ohio,  with  as  good  landings  as  any  other 
river  county  in  the  State.  Johnson  county,  of  which  "Vienna  is  the 
county  seat,  is  not  only  provided  by  nature  with  a  convenient  market, 
but,  by  legislative  provision,  ha?  already  received  its  portion  of  the  fund 
provided  by  the  internal  improvement  system  for  the  use  of  those  coun- 
ties not  directly  benefitted  by  its  works. 

The  town  of  Frankfort,  the  county  seat  of  Franklin  county,  is  passed 
by  the  Shawneetown  and  Alton  railroad,  which  intersects  and  connects 
with  the  Central  railroad  not  more  than  fifteen  miles  west  of  Frankfort. 

The  Mount  Carmel  and  Alton  railroad  passes  through^Salem,the  county 
seat  of  Marion  county,  and  intersects  and  communicates  with  the  Central 
railroad  about  nine  miles  to  the  west  of  said  county  seat;  besides > which, 
the  Gieat  Western  mail  route,  one  of  the  best  roads  in  Ihe  Union, 
traverses  the  county  through  its  centre;  so  that,  although  Franklin  and 
Marion  may  be  truly  interior  counties,  without  natural  means  of  inter- 
communication, the  liberality  of  a  previous  Legislature  has  already  sup- 
plied them  liberally  with  artificial  means  of  trade  and  travel. 

Jefferson,  the  other  county  referred  to  in  said  resolution,  is  not  so  par- 
ticularly benefitted  by  the  present  system — the  Central  railroad  running 
along  the  western  boundary  of  the  county  at  a  distance  of  about  twelve 
miles  from  Mount  Vernon,  its  seat  of  justice;  and  if  it  be  necessary,  or 
if  the  interests  and  business  of  that  town  are  sufficient  to  justify-  any 
alteration  in  the  present  internal  improvement  law,  so  as  to  connect  it 
with  the  Central  railroad,  the  cheapest  and  most  economical  as  well  as 
the  best  way  to  accomplish  the  object  would  be  to  construct  a  lateral 
branch  to  that  town,  which  could  be  done  at  a  less  expense  than  the 
proposed  route,  of  at  least  $100,000.  Certainly,  then,  if  it  be  a  correct 
policy  to  scatter  rather  than  concentrate  the  benefits  arising  from  legisla- 
tive action,  three  at  least  of  tin  counties  referred  to  in  said  resolution 
should  rest  satisfied  with  the  advantages  they  are  already  promised  by 
the  law  as  it  now  exists. 

When  the  internal  improvement  system  was  first  projected  in  this 
Legislature,  the  conflicting  sectional  interests  of  the  counties   near  the- 


anticipated  line  of  the  southern  portion  of  the  Central  railroad  settled 
down  into  a  mutual  and  general  understanding  and  agreement  that  no 
point  should  be  made  by  law  between  the  southern  terminus  and  Vandalia; 
but  that  the  Board  of  Public  Works  should  select  the  most  direct  and 
economical  route  between  the  two  points.  To  this  understanding,  the 
gentlemen  who  then  represented  the  counties  referred  to  in  the  said 
resolution  were  parties.  With  such  understanding,  and  in  carrying  out 
such  agreement,  the  said  system  became  a  law ;  and  said  Board  have  now 
surveyed,  and  partly  located  and  constructed,  the  said  road,  particularly 
regarding  the  provision  of  the  law  which  directs  them  "to  occupy  the 
most  direct  and  eligible  route  between  the  commencement  and  termina- 
tion, and  to  adopt  such  plan  and  profile  for  the  various  roads  as  will  be 
productive  of  the  greatest  useful  effect  in  their  operation  that  the  nature 
of  the  country  over  which  they  pass  and  an  economical  construction  will 
admit  of."  There  is  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  this  committee  but  that 
the  provisions  of  the  law,  which  substantially  embody  the  conditions  of 
said  agreement,  have  been  fully  carried  out  and  complied  with  by  the 
Board.  The  route  selected,  besides  being  a  very  direct  one,  passes  over 
a  section  of  country  the  face  of  which  is  generally  level  and  unbroken, 
requiring  comparatively  little  excavation  or  embankment ;  and  your  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  no  line  can  be  run  at  any  considerable  distance 
from  the  present  surveyed  route,  which  will  not  run  over  a  more  broken 
country,  and  require  in  its  completion  a  much  greater  expenditure;  but 
even  if  it  be  true  that  one  equally  good  could  be  selected,  so  that  its  line 
should  pass  through  the  towns  aforesaid,  to  make  use  of  that  selection 
would  be  an  unjustifiable  invasion  upon  the  rights  of  those  who,  with 
the  understanding  that,  by  mutual  concession  of  all  the  parties  interested, 
and  under  tha  supervision  of  law,  the  route  had  been  located  and  fixed, 
have  invested  their  money,  and  fixed  their  homes  upon  such  surveyed 
and  located  route. 

Another  objection  to  the  proposed  change  of  this  line  of  work  by  spe- 
cial enactment,  taking  it  out  of  the  general  principles  of  the  original  law, 
is  the  evil  effects  that  may  flow  from  the  precedent. 

For  these  several  reasons,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  law, 
so  far  at  least  as  this  question  is  concerned,  should  remain  as  it  is ;  that 
the  proposed  change  is  altogether  impolitic,  and  uncalled  for;  and  that 
the  officers  under  the  law  should  be  permitted,  as  they  have  commenced 
the  work,  to  prosecute  it  to  its  final  completion. 


\   III.  Legis.  ]  H*  R*  \  Hth   Assem, 


LETTER 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS 


To  the  kind  of  iron  used  for  railroad  purposes,  fyc. 


February  1,  1839. 

Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Internal  Improvement  Office, 

Vandalia,  January  28,  1839. 
To  the  Hon.  the  House  of  Representatives 

of  the  State  of  Illinois. 

The  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  answer  to  a 
resolution  of  the  House  asking  for  information  in  relation  to  railroad  iron, 
&c,  beg  leave  to  report:     „ 

That  the  iron  now  used  by  the  Board  in  pursuance  of  the  38th  sec- 
tion of  the  internal  improvement  law,  is  two  inches  and  one-quarter  wide, 
and  five-eighths  of  an  inch  thick,  and  weighs  about  thirteen  pounds  per 
yard.  Experience  has  shown  that  said  iron  is  sufficient,  in  strength  and 
durability,  for  the  successful  operation  of  steam-power  upon  the  road, 
when  properly  laid  upon  good  timber. 

The  answer  to  the  inquiry,  whether  any  change  is  desirable  in  the  iron, 
the  board  can  only  say  that,  in  constructing  the  railroads  of  Illinois,  the 
Board  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  study  economy  in  the  construction 
thereof,  and  to  use  such  iron  and  other  materials  as  would  be  within  the 
means  provided  by  the  Legislature  as  far  as  possible  for  the  construction 
of  said  works;  yet,  at  the  same  time,  it  has  been  their  intention  to  make 
said  roads  useful  for  the  proper  application  of  steam-power.  With  that 
view,  this  description  of  iron  has  been  adopted,  and  so  far  the  same  has 
proven  sufficient;  and  the  Board  will  say  that,  if  s°id  iron  is  well  laid  and 
spiked  down  and  fitted  with  good  splicing  plates  upon  good  sound  rails  of 
suitable  timber,  it  will  make  a  very  good  road. 

The  Board  will  not  disguise  the  fact  that,  if  said  38th  section  of  the 
law  was  so  changed  as  to  dispense  with  the  longitudinal  rails,  and  permit 
the  Board  to  use  such  superstructure  as  to  be  suitable  to  a  kind  of  iron 


denominated  the  T  or  H  rail,  which  is  set  in  proper  cast  iron  chairs, 
bolted  upon  the  cross-ties,  the  road  would  be  better  and  much  more  dura- 
ble, and  at  the  same  time  much  more  useful  for  the  safe  and  successful 
operation  of  steam-power.  This  iron,  set  in  chairs,  is  believed  to  be 
preferable,  because  it  is  better  adapted  to  resist  the  lateral  pressure  of  the 
train  which  often  occurs  in  its  rapid  motion  upon  the  curves.  It  is  be- 
lieved too,  that,  owing  to  the  high  winds  to  which  the  open  plains  of  Illi- 
nois are  subject,  this  pressure  upon  many  of  our  roads  will  often  be  great, 
even  upon  the  tangents;  therefore,  to  use  any  kind  of  iron,  or  other 
structure  that  would  raise  the  points  of  lateral  pressure  to  any  considera- 
ble height  above  the  cross-ties  which  bind  the  two  tracks  together,  with- 
out in  some  other  way  providing  against  the  consequences  of  such  pres- 
sure, would  be  to  make  a  road  that  would  constantly  be  liable  to  be  thrown 
out  of  adjustment,  and  consequently  become  dangerous  and  often  useless. 

While  upon  this  subject,  it  may  not  be  improper  for  the  Board  to  men- 
tion that  it  is  believed  that  the  width  of  track  as  now  provided  by  law  is 
not  sufficient.  If  the  same  was  five  feet,  it  would  give  more  room  for  the 
machinery  and  greater  space  in  the  cars,  and  would  be  better  adapted  to 
resist  the  lateral  pressure,  and  prevent  the  oscillating  motion  of  the  train 
often  occasioned  thereby.  In  almost  all  cases  in  Illinois,  the  curves  may 
be  made  large,  and  consequently  the  track  may  be  safely  made  wider  than 
upon  roads  where,  from  the  undulating  surface  of  the  country,  the  curves 
must  necessarily  be  smaller. 

This  kind  of  chair  iron  may  be  had  of  different  sizes  and  strength;  but 
it  is  believed  that  the  kind  which  would  weigh  about  thirty-eight  pounds 
per  yard,  exclusive  of  the  cast-iron  chairs,  would  be  preferable. 

The  difference  of  cost  between  those  two  kinds  of  iron  cannot  be  de- 
termined at  this  time,  as  the  cost  is  constantly  fluctuating,  and  as  that 
cost  often  depends  upon  the  demand  for  the  article,  and  the  amount  in 
market;  but  it  would  be  safe  to  put  down  the  increased  difference  of  cost 
per  ton,  for  the  heavy  iron,  at  fifteen  per  cent.;  and,  consequently,  owing 
to  its  greater  weight,  would  cost  much  more  than  the  flat  bars. 

The  question,  whether  the  one  or  the  other  of  those  two' kinds  of  iron 
shall  be  used,  is  properly  a  question  within  the  discretion  of  the  Legisla- 
ture ;  and  if  that  honorable  body  shall  believe  that  the  State  will  have  it 
in  its  power  to  supply  the  necessary  means  to  make  (in  the  first  instance) 
a  railroad  of  the  most  permanent  and  durable  kind,  then  it  would  be 
advisable  to  adopt  the  heavy  iron;  but  if  the  General  Assembly  shall  be 
of  opinion  that  a  cheaper  road,  and  one  that  will  answer  the  present 
purposes,  shall  be  first  adopted,  then  the  light  iron  may  be  used  upon  the 
first  superstructure;  and  afterwards,  when  it  may  become  necessary  to 
replace  the  first  timber  structure,  then  the  State  will  have  had  more  ex- 
perience in  the  construction  and  use  of  railroads ;  and  in  the  meantime 
improvements  may  be  made  in  the  form  and  structure  of  iron,  and  the 
Legislature  may  then  be  better  advised,  and  the  State  better  able,  to 
adopt  a  more  costly  and  durable  structure.  But  this  is  all  for  the  decision 
of  the  Legislature,  in  which  they  in  their  wisdom  will  exercise  a  sound 
discretion. 

For  answer  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  in  relation  to  the  number  and 
weight  of  locomotives,  the  Board  would  state,  by  order  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  first  judicial  circuit,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Board, 


I 
the  Fund  Commissioners  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  Northern  Cross 
railroad  one  locomotive,  which,  however,  never  arrived  to  the  State,  but, 
as  the  Board  is  informed,  was  lost  on  its  passage.  Said  Fund  Commis- 
sioners also  purchased  an  engine  for  the  Pekin,  Bloomingtoniand  Macki- 
naw road;  and,  as  that  road  was  not  in  a  situation  to  receive  it,  the  same 
was  placed  upon  the  Northern  Cross  railroad,  where  it  is  now  in  opeip.- 
tion.  The  Board  is  unable  to  report  the  weight  or  cost  of  either  of  those 
engines,  as  the  Fund  Commissioners  have  not  rendered  an  account  to  this 
Board,  or  the  Commissioner  of  the  first  circuit,  of  the  cost  of  those  ma- 
chines, and  as  there  is  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  precise  weight  of  the 
engine  now  in  use;  but  the  Board  is  informed  that  it  weighs  labout  eight 
and  a  half  tons.  The  cost  of  transportation  of  the  locomotive  now  in 
use  has  been  paid  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  first  circuit.  It  came 
when  the  waters  were  low  and  freight  high,  and  cost  about  one  thou- 
sand dollars  for  transportation. 

The  residue  of  this  resolution  has  been  fully  answered  by  the  general 
report  of  the  Board,  and  the  accompanying  documents,  and  may  be  fully 
understood  and  ascertained  by  reference  to  the  Auditor's  office,  where, 
by  law,  the  Board  is  bound  to  file  all  evidences  of  land  titles,  and  of  the 
relinquishments  or  assessments  of  the  rights  of  way,  and  the  cost  of 
each. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  Board: 

WILLIAM  KINNEY, 

President  of  the  Board. 

William  Prentiss, 

Secretary  B.  P.  W. 
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MURRAY  McCONNEL. 


February  15,  1839. 

Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  Henry,  from  the  select  committee  to  which  the  subject  had  been 
referred,  made  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  committee  to  which  were  referred  divers  papers  purporting  to  be  signed 
by  sundry  citizens  of  Morgan  county,  instructing  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives from  said  county  to  vote  for  Murray  McConnel  for  Commissioner 
of  Public  Works  in  the  first  judicial  circuit,  submit  the  following  report: 

Your  committee,  recognizing  the  right  of  the  people  to  instruct  their 
Representatives  and  Senators,  and  the  duty  of  said  Representatives  and 
Senators  to  obey  or  resign,  have  given  the  matters  submitted  to  their 
consideration  the  most  mature  and  candid  investigation. 

Before  entering  upon  the  merits  of  the  papers  submitted,  your  commit- 
tee would  remark  that  said  papers  were  directed  to  the  Representatives 
and  Senators  of  Morgan,  and  not  to  the  Legislature;  and  that  they  were 
only  submitted  to  this  body  at  the  special  request  of  M.  McConnel. 

Having  accounted  for  the  manner  in  which  these  papers  came  into  the 
possession  of  the  House,  your  committee  observe  that  the  great  majority 
of  them  set  out  by  stating  that  the  undersigned  are  opposed  to  the  loca- 
tion of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  in  State  street  and  across  the  public 
square  in  Jacksonville;  and  understanding  that  efforts  are  making  to  de- 
feat the  re-election  of  M.  McConnel,  in  consequence  of  his  declining  to 
locate  the  road  through  the  public  square,'"we,  therefore,  hereby  instruct 
our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  the  General  Assembly  to  vote  for 
said  McConnel  for  Commissioner  for  the  ensuing  term." 

Thus  it  is  manifest  to  the  committee  that  it  las  been  represented  to 
the  people  of  Morgan  that  efforts  were  being  made  to  defeat  the  le-elec- 
tion  of  said  McConnel  in  consequence  of  his  declining  to  locate  the  road 
through  the  public  square  in  Jacksonville;  when,  amongst  the  many 
charges  preferred  against  the  said  McConnel,  (and  in  relation  to  which 
charges  the  committee  hope  that  a  report  will  be  made  to  this  body,) 
your  committee  is  advised  that  no  such  charge  is  to  be  found;  and  that 
the  indisposition  of  many  honest  people  tc  have  the  road  pass  through  the 
square  has  been  seized  upon,  and,  under  a  supposition  that  efforts  were 
making  to  defeat  the  re-election  of  said  McConnel  because  of  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  location  of  said  road  through  the  square,  they  have  instructed 


their  Representatives  and  Senators  to  vote  for  said  McConnel.  As 
said  instructions  are  predicated  upon  suppositions  which  have  no  exis- 
tence in  facts,  your  committee  are  assured  (independent  of  other  consi- 
derations hereinafter  to  be  presented)  that  the  instructions — their  basis 
having  no  existence — are  void  and  of  no  binding  effect. 

Having  disposed  of  the  great  mass  of  the  instructions  as  aforesaid, 
your  committee  would  remark  that  they  are  confirmed  in  the  view  pre- 
sented above  by  the  fact  that  a  few  individuals  (and  those  chiefly  persons 
interested  in  the  town  of  Naples,  a  place  which,  though  only  six  miles 
below  the  termination  of  the  Northern  Cross  railroad  upon  the  Illinois 
river,  has  been  accommodated  at  vast  expense  to  the  State,  with  a  branch 
railroad,)  have  asserted  their  confidence  in  the  honesty  and  ability  of  the 
said  McConnel.  If  the  people  of  Morgan  had  any  disposition  to  have 
said  McConnel  re-elected,  independent  of  the  efforts  supposed  to  be  ma- 
king to  defeat  his  re-election  in  consequence  of  his  opposition  to  the  loca- 
tion of  the  road  through  the  square,  your  committee  would  ask,  why 
were  not  all  the  instructions  shaped  directly  to  that  end  ? 

Your  committee  would  further  state,  that  the  great  mass  of  the  names 
appended  to  the  papers  aforesaid  are  evidently  written  by  a  few  indi- 
viduals; that  many  of  those  whose  names  are  so  signed  are  (to  the  know- 
ledge of  a  portion  of  your  committee)  minors;  that  some  of  the  papers 
upon  which  many  names  are  written  have  no  caption;  the  same, for  some 
cause  unknown  to  your  committee,  being  cut  off;  and  that  these  facts, 
many  of  them  apparent  upon  the  face  of  the  instructions,  throw,  to  say 
the  least  of  it,  an  unenviable  shade  of  suspicion  upon  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  been  gotten  up. 

In  conclusion,  your  committe  would  remark  that  the  number  of  names 
attached  to  all  the  papers  is  less  than  one-half  of  the  legal  voters  of  Mor- 
gan county;  and  that  they  submit  the  following  letter  from  James  Ethel, 
Esq.,  late  county  commissioner,  elected  by  the  Democratic  party,  and  a 
man  of  respectability,  together  with  the  accompanying  certificates,  as  a 
part  of  their  report,  believing  that  the  said  letter  and  certificates  will 
throw  much  light  upon  the  manner  in  which  at  least  a  portion  of  the 
names  appended  to  said  papers  have  been  obtained. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  James  Ethel,  Esq. 

Bethel,  February  2, 1839. 
Dear  Sir:  After  my  respects,  I  drop  you  a  few  lines  to  inform  you  of 
the  fraud  that  is  practised  by  the  friends  of  Murray  McConnel  to  have 
him  sustained  in  the  office  which  he  now  holds.  They  have  got  up  a 
petition  to  that  effect,  and  also  a  remonstrance  against  the  railroad  run- 
ning through  the  square  in  Jacksonville.  It  being  a  popular  thing  among 
the  people,  those  who  do  not  read  said  instrument  (as  many  of  our  citi- 
zens cannot)  are  told   that   it  is   only  to  keep  the    road  from  running 


through  the  square,  and  thereby  obtain  many  subscribers,  as  the  enclosed 
certificates  will  show.  Therefore,  I  hold  it  as  a  duty  I  owe  to  my  coun- 
try to  inform  you  of  the  facts  herein  contained. 

I  am  sir,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  ETHEL. 
John  Henry,  Esq. 


Copy  of  John  D.  Coopeis  certificate. 

Bethel,  February  1,  1839. 
I  do  certify  that  a  petition  was  presented  to  me  to  sign,  and  I  asked 
what  it  was.     The  reply  was  that  it  was  a  remonstrance  against  the  rail- 
road passing  through  the  public  square  in   Jacksonville;   and  I  said,  if 
that  was  it,  I  would  sign  it;  which  I  did  do,  without  reading  it. 

JOHN  D.  COOPER. 


Copy  of  Charles  C.  Papleyh  certificate. 

Bethel,  February  2,  1839. 
This,  is  to  certify  that  a  petition  was  presented  to  me  to  sign,  and  I 
asked  what  it  was.  The  reply  was,  that  it  was  a  remonstrance  against 
the  railroad  running  through  the  square  in  Jacksonville,  and  McConnel's 
name  was  not  mentioned.  I  signed  it,  but,  so  far  as  it  respects  McCon- 
nel,  I  do  protest  against  it;  and  if  I  had  known  that  it  was  to  support  Mc- 
Connel,  I  would  not  have  signed  it. 

CHARLES  C.  PAPLEY. 


Copy  of  A.  Dickenson's  certificate. 

Bethel,  February  2,  1839. 
I  certify  that  I  was  requested  to  sign  a  petition,  the  purport  of  which 
was,  as  represented  to  me,  that  the  subscribers  were  well  satisfied  with 
the  present  location  of  the  railroad  with  regard  to  Jacksonville,  no  men- 
tion being  made  of  the  name  of  Murray  McConnel  being  in  any  way  con- 
nected with  said  petition;  also  persons  in  this  place  did  sign  the  same 
through  false  representations,  not  knowing  Murray  McConnel  was  in 
any  way  connected  with  said  instrument  of  writing. 

A.  DICKENSON. 
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REPORT 


THE  COMMITTEE  ON  INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 


THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS, 


SUBMITTED 


TO    THE    HOUSE,    FEBRUARY    16,    1839. 


VANDALIA: 

William  Walters,  Public  Printer. 

1839. 


INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT  SYSTEM. 


February  16,  1839. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  3,000  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  Smith,  of  Wabash,  from  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements, 
made  the  following 

REPORT: 

The  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  to  which  zoas  referred  so  much  of 
the  Messages  of  the  late  and  present  Executives  of  this  State,  and  also  certain 
resolutions  directing  the  Committee  to  inquire  into  what  modifications  of  the 
present  system  of  Internal  Improvement  are  neceesary  to  be  made  to  bring 
the  system  within  the  means  of  the  State,  beg  leave  to  report: 

That  this  subject  has  received  that  due  share  of  their  attention  and 
deliberation  which  its  acknowledged  importance  demands;  and,  after 
having  bestowed  on  it  their  calm  and  *ober  reflections,  they  have  arrived 
at  the  following  conclusions: 

That  the  system  of  Internal  Improvements  adopted  by  the  last  Legis- 
lature, on  the  recommendation  of  several  preceding  Executive  messages, 
and  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Convention  then  assembled,  is  within 
the  means  of  the  State  to  complete  without  embarrassment  to  the  peo- 
ple, or  arresting  her  career  of  greatness  and  prosperity. 

That  the  system  being  entered  into  by  a  solemn  compact,  the  faith  of 
the  State  is  pledged  to  the  people,  and  to  the  emigration  and  settle- 
ments which  it  has  induced,  to  carry  it  out  to  its  full  extent,  and  not  to 
reduce  it  unless  with  the  consent  of  the  people  immediately  affected  by 
the  portion  of  the  works  proposed  to  be  stricken  off  or  reduced,  as 
manifested  by  the  opposition  of  their  representatives  to  the  system  itself. 

That  all  the  works  having  been  commenced  at  various  sections  in  the 
State,  the  people  of  these  sections  are  competent  to  judge  of  the  value 
and  utility  of  the  system  to  them  respectively;  and  that  so  long  as  they 
arc  unwilling  to  surrender  their  respective  claims,  the  irresistible  conclu- 
sion is,  that  the  system  is  not  too  large  for  the  wants  of  the  whole  people; 
and  that,  the  system  purporting  to  be  a  general  system  of  Internal  Improve- 
ments, the  faith  of  the  State  is  indirectly  pledged  to  extend  its  benefits 
to  those  sections  of  the  State  not  now  accommodated,  as  early  and  as 
fully  as  her  means  will  justify. 

The  committee  propose  to  confine  their  investigations  principally  to 
the  elucidation  of  the  first  proposition,  upon  the  correctness  and  truth 
of  which  all  the  residue  must  be  supported. 


It  appears  by  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, and  now  on  the  table  of  the  House,  that  surveys  and  estimates  of 
the  several  improvements  embraced  in  the  Interna!  Improvement  sys- 
tem have  been  made.  These  surveys  demonstrate  the  entire  practi- 
cability of  all  the  works,  and  exhibit  the  most  cheering  evidence  of  the 
superior  adaptation  of  the  topography  of  the  State  to  the  construction 
of  railroads  of  the  most  useful  character.  The  estimates  of  the  proba- 
ble cost  of  the  railroads,  based  upon  the  actual  data  derived  from  the  op- 
eration of  contractors,  is  no  less  encouraging,  and  are  calculated  to  put 
at  rest  the  vague  declarations  of  the  opponents  of  the  system,  as  to  the 
enormous  amount  alleged  by  them  to  be  requisite  to  carry  out  the  system. 

The  committee,  taking  it  for  granted  that  the  entire  practicability 
of  the  works  will  not  be  questioned,  will  proceed  to  the  examination  of 
the  fiscal  means  of  the  State  to  prosecute  them,  and  the  consequent  ex- 
pediency of  the  system.  In  pursuing  this  investigation  they  will  also 
take  it  for  granted  that  the  expediency  of  the  river  improvements  and 
of  the  Great  Western  mail  route  is  'conceded,  and  propose  to  restrict 
their  labors  chiefly  to  an  examination  of  the  railroad  branch  of  the 
system. 

By  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  it  appears  that  the  sys- 
tem embraces  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  forty-two  miles  of  rail- 
road, at  an  aggregate  estimated  cost  of  $11,470,444  50.  The  present 
appropriations  for  river  improvements,  is  $400,000.  There  is  $200,000 
appropriated  for  distribution  among  the  counties  through  which  no  rail- 
road or  canal  is  to  be  constructed,  and  $"350,000  foi  the  Great  Western 
mail  route;  making  an  aggregate  of  $1 '-',320,441  50.  By  making  a 
proper  allowance  for  contingencies,  and  additional  appropriations  for 
rivers  and  mail  routes,  it  is  supposed  that  fourteen  millions  of  dollars 
will  be  amply  sufficient  to  complete  the  present  system,  with  some 
minor,  yet  important,  additions,  and  put  the  whole  into  operation. 

There  has  been  disbursed  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  up  to  the 
date  of  the  report,  the  sum  of  $1,079,793  7l,  in  surveys  and  on  construc- 
tion; and  by  the  Board  of  Fund  Commissioners,  in  payment  to  counties 
and  purchase  of  railway  iron,  and  contingencies,  $2l4, 132  83,  making 
^n  aggregate  of  $1,293,916  53.  The  principal  portion  of  this  amount 
was  expended  during  tbc  year  1837. 

The  framers  of  the  Internal  Improvement  law  had  it  in  view  to  re- 
strict the  operations  on  the  public  works  so  as  to  make  them  bear  a  just 
proportion  to  the  surplus  labor  and  provisions  of  the  country,  and  this 
wise  policy  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  future  prosecution  of  the 
works.  It  is  estimated  by  your  committee  that,  in  view  of  the  prospec- 
tive emigration  of  operatives  to  the  State,  at  least  $2,000,000  annually 
can  be  economically  expended  on  the  public  works,  until  their  final 
completion,  without  paralizing  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  State. 

The  following  tabular  exhibit,  based  on  the  proposed  annual  expendi- 
ture of  $2,000,000,  shows  the  amount  of  debt  which  will  be  incurred, 
and  the  interest  which  will  be  payable  up  to  the  first  day  of  January  in 
each  year,  until  the  final  completion  of  the  works.  To  arrive  at  the  in- 
terest account  to   be  liquidated    in    each    current  year,  it  is  estimated 


that  the  amount  borrowed  in  any  one  year  will  bear  an  average  interest 
for  half  the  year  in  which  tiie  sum  is  borrowed. 

The  amount  of  Internal  Improvement  loans  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1839,  as  shown  by  the  report  of  the  Fund  Commissioners,  is 
$2,204,600,  and  the  interest  thereon  has  been  paid  up  to  that  day;  there 
being  near  one  million  of  dollars  on  hand,  there  will  be  required  but  one 
million  of  dollars  in  addition  to  be  borrowed  lor  the  present  year's  ope- 
rations. 


!  Amount  of  Internal  Improve- 

Amount  of  interest  payable  up 

Years 

■    ment  loan  on  the  first  day  of 

to  the  first   day  of  January 

January  iu  each  year. 

in  each  year. 

1 

1839 

,§2,204,600  00 

2 

1840 

3,*201,600  00 

$162,276  00 

3 

1841 

5.204,600  00 

252.276  00 

4 

1842 

7,204,600  00 

372,276  00 

5 

1843 

9,204,600  00 

492,276  00 

6 

1844 

11,204,600  00 

612.276  00 

7 

1845 

14,000.000  00 

756',  138  00 

8 

1846 

14,000,000  00 

840,000  00 

In  adverting  to  the  resources  of  the  State  to  meet  the  annual  liabilities 
exhibited  in  the  foregoing  table,  the  commitee  will,  in  the  first  place, 
confine  themselves  to  such  means  as  they  believe  will  not  be  liable  to  be 
questioned  by  the  unprejudiced  inquirer  after  truth,  and  show  the  prob- 
able deficit  to  be  supplied  from  other  contingent  resources  and  taxation. 

The  profits  to  be  derived  from  the  banking  operations  of  the  State  are 
variously  estimated;  but  taking  into  view  the  prospects  of  the  profits  to  be 
derived  from  a  sale  of  State  bonds  belonging  to  the  State  Bank,  amount- 
ing to  $  1,750,000,  as  shown  in  their  report  to  the  Legislature,  it  is  thought 
a  very  safe  calculation  to  put  the  Bank  dividends  at  nine  per  cent.,  leav- 
ing three  per  cent,  over  the  interest  payable  on  the  bonds  sold  lor  the 
purchase  of  the  stock. 

The  committee  are  also  of  the  opinion  that  the  Sta'e  bonds  will  here- 
after, under  any  contingencies,  be  worth  a  premium  equal  at.  least  to  the 
difference  in  exchange  between  Illinois  and  the  eastern  cities,  and  have 
therefore  averaged  their  premiums  and  exchange  at  two  percent. 

They  have  also  taken,  as  further  data  for  calculation,  that  the  roads  ;is 
they  are  completed  and  put  into  operation  from  the  rivers  to  important: 
tradingtowns  in  the  interior,  will  soon  commence  netting  a  per  centage 
of  revenue  on  the  whole  amount  expended  on  the  finished  and  unfinished 
works;  which  per  centage  they  have  assumed,  in  18<J2,  will  be  two  per- 
cent., and  to  increase  one  per  cent,  annually  thereafter,  as  the  lines  are 
extended  and  the  trade  and  travel  accumulate  thereon. 

The  committee  have  also  assumed  the  position  that  the  surplus  revenue 
of  the  General  Government  distributed  to  the  States,  although  in  name 


deposited  with  the  States,  is  in  fact  a  donation,  and  will  not  be  demanded, 
as  it  cannot  be  withdrawn  from  the  people  without  serious  interruptions 
to  the  settled  policy  of  at  least  a  large  number  of  the  States.  The  com- 
mittee therefore  believe  that  the  third  instalment  of  this  fund,  which  has 
been  already  appropriated  by  this  State  to  internal  improvements,  can 
properly  be  constituted  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  interest  until  the  com- 
pletion of  the  works,  when  it  may  be  withdrawn  and  repaid,  if  necessary, 
from  the  profits  of  the  system. 

Upon  the  foregoing  data   are   based   the    following  statements  of  the 
liabilities  and  resources  of  each  respective  year: 

For  1339. 

Interest  payable  up  to  January  1,  1840      -  -  -    $162,276  00 

To  pay  this,  there  is  the  following,  viz: 

Third  instalment  of  the  surplus  revenue  $142,319  14 

Balance  of  interest,  dividend,  &c,  in  hand 
of  Fund  Commissioners,  after  paying  in- 
terest up  to  1st  January,  1839       -  -       76,406  78 

Interest  on  the  above  amount  for  one  year, 

about         -  •  -  -     '         -        12.000  00 

Dividends   on    $3,000,000  Bank   stock,  at 

three  per  cent.       ....       90,000  00 

Premiumand  exchange  on  $1,000,000  bonds 

sold  at  two  per  cent.  -  -  -       20,000  00 


340,725  92 


Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1840  -             -      $178,449  92 

For  1840. 

Interest  payable  1st  January,  1841             -  -             -    $252,276  00 

To  pay  this,  there  will  be — 

The  balance  on  hand  January  1,  1840          -  $178,449  92 

Interest  on  this  amount,  about         -             .  10,000  00 

Dividends  on  Bank  stock     -             -             -  90,000  00 
Premiums    and    exchange    on    bonds  sold, 

$2,000,000,  at  two  percent.        -             -  40,000  00 

318.449  92 


Balance  on  hand  January  1,  1841  -             -       $66,173  92 

For  1841. 

Interest  payable  up  to  January  1,  1842     -  -             -    $372,276  00 

To  pay  this  amount,  there  is —  , 

The  surplus  on  hand  January  1,  1841           -  $60,173  92 

Interest  thereon  for  one  year,  sav  -             -  3,000  00 

Dividends  on  Bank  stock     -             -             -  90,000  00 
Premiums   and   exchange,   2,000,000  bonds 

sold  at  two  per  cent.         -             -             -  40,000  00 
Tolls  on  $3,000,000  of  publie  works  expen- 
ded prior  to  Jan.  1, 1840,  at  two  per  cent.  60,000  00 

259,173  92 


Deficit  on  the  1st  January,  1842  -  -  $ll3,102  08 


For  1842. 

Interest  payable  January  1,1843  -  -  -    $492,276  00 

To  pay  this,  there  will  be — 
Dividends  on'Bank  stock  -  -  -         $90,000  00 

Premiums  and  exchange  on  $2,000,000 

bonds  sold  at  two  per  cent.         -  -  40,000  00 

Tolls  on  $5,000,000  expended  on  public 

works  prior  to  the   1st  Jan.  1841,  at 

three  per  cent.  -  -  -         150,000  00 

* 280,000  00 


Deficit,  January  1,  1843  -  -  -     $2l2,2?6  00 

For  1843. 

Interest  payable  January  1,  1844  -  -  -    $612,276  00 

To  pay  this,  there  will  be — 
Dividends  on  Bank  stock  -  -  -        $90,000 '  00 

Premiums  and    exchange   on   $2,000  00, 

bonds  sold  at  two  per  cent.         -  -  40,000  00 

Tolls  on  $7,000,000   expended  on  public 

works  prior  to  Jan.  1, 1842  at  4  per  cent.        280,000  00 

—     410,000  00 


Deficit  on  the  1st  January,  1844  -  -    $202,276  00 

For  1844. 

Interest  payable  January  1,  1845  -  $756,138  00 

To  pay  this,  there  will  be — 

Dividends  on  Bank  stock  -  -        $90,000  00 

Premiums  and  exchange  on  $2,800,000  (bal- 
ance of  $14,000,000)  at  two  per  cent.  -  56,000  00 

Tolls  on  $9,000,000    expended   on   public 

works  prior  to  Jan.  1,  1843,  at  5  per  cent.       450,000  00 

596,000  00 

Deficit,  January  1, 1845  $160,138  00 

For  1845. 

Interest  payable  January  I,  1846  -  -  -  -    $840,000  00 

To  pay  this,  there  will  be — 

Dividends  on  Bank  stock  -  -  -        $90,000  00 

Tolls  on  $1 1,000,000  expended  on  public 
works  prior  to  Jan.  1,  1844,  at  5£  per 
cent.  .    -  -  -  -  -        605,000  00 


695,000  00 


Deficit,  January  1,  1846  -  -  -   $145,000  00 


For  1846. 

Interest  payable  January  1, 1847  -  -  -    $840,000  00 

To  pay  this,  there  will  be — 

Dividends  on  Bank  stock  -  -  -        $90,000  00 

Tolls  on  $14,000,000  expended  on  the  pub- 
lic works  prior  to  January,  1845,  at  6 
per  cent.  ...  -       840,000  00 


930,000  OD 


Surplus,  January  1,1847  -         -  -         $90,000  00 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  above  calculations  are  predicated  on  the 
expenditure  of  two  millions  a  year  during  the  next  five  years,  and  three 
millions  in  the  sixth.  If  it  should  be  thought  most  expedient  to  restrict 
the  expenditures  to  one  millfon  a  year,  and  prolong  the  completion  of 
the  system,  the  deficits  will  of  course  be  less  in  each  year. 

The  foregoing  statements  bringdown  the  calculation  to  the  first  day 
of  January,  1847;  at  which  time  it  is  presumed  the  whole  of  the  public 
works  will  have  been  completed  and  in  operation  at  least  18  months 
preceding. 

It  is  shown  by  the  statements  that  the  deficits,  to  be  supplied  by  taxa- 
tion or  contingent  resources,  are  as  follows,  viz:         ' 
On  the  1st  of  January,  1842         ...  -      $113,10208 

1st  of  January,  1843  ....  212,29600 
1st  of  January,  1844  ....  202,27600 
1st  of  January,  1845  ....  160,13800 
1st  of  January,  1846  ....  145,00000 
And  on  the  1st.  of  January,  1847  there  is  shown  a  surplus  of    90,000  00 

If  these  calculations  are  to  be  relied  on,  the  deficits  to  be  made  up 
from  sources  other  than  the  pr6fits  of  the  Bank  stock,  at  its  present  amount 
of  $3,000,000,  and  from  the  public  works  themselves  during  the  last  five 
years' operations,  would  be  $832,812  08. 

This  sum  your  committee  believe  could  be  raised  by  taxation  without 
oppression  or  complaint  on  the  part  of  the  people,  if  they  could  be  as- 
sured of  the  capacity  cf  the  works  to  support  themselves  after  their  com- 
pletion. 

The  following  table  exhibits,  as  nearly  as  the  committee  can  arrive  at 
the  information,  the  probable  amount  of  lands  which  will  be  subject  to 
taxation  within  the  several  years  in  which  the  above  deficits  will  occur; 
showing,  also,  the  amount  of  deficits  in  each  year. 

The  amount  of  entries,  from  this  time  forward,  is  estimated  at  one 
million  of  acres  annually.  This  estimate,  it  is  thought,  is  moderate 
when  made  in  view  of  the  prospective  emigation  to  the  State,  as  well  as 
of  the  fact  that,  perhaps,  at  least  one-third  of  the  present  population  of 
the  State  are  residing  on  Congress  lands,  which  now  are,  and  soon  will 
be, subject  to  entry. 


Years. 

Deficits. 

Number  of  acres  of 
land  taxable. 

Annual  tnx    per  acre 
meet  the  deficits. 

to 

cents. 

1841 

$113,102 

7,837,208 

1.43 

184-2 

212,276 

1 1,500,000 

1.84 

1813 

202,276 

12,(565,000 

1.59 

1844 

160,138 

13,665,000 

1.17 

1845 

145,000 

14.6(55,000 

1 

1846 

Surplus  of) 
90,000    \ 

15,665,000 

If  the  progress  of  the  public  works  should  not  be  arrested,  the  emi- 
gration to  the  State  for  the  next  five  years  must  be  very  great;  and  as 
capital  and  producers  flow  into  the  country,  improvements  will  be  ex- 
tended, and  real  estate  rise  more  rapidly  in  value,  and  a  corresponding 
increase  in  the  amount  and  value  of  personal  property  will  ensue. 

In  view,  then,  of  this  accession  of  population  and  increase  in  the  avail- 
able resources  of  the  State,  your  committee  cannot  see  any  just  cause 
f  alarm  on  account  of  the  deficits  which  they  have  shown  will  probably 
exist  for  a  few  years  in  meeting  the  interest  on  loans. 

Your  committee  would  not,  however,  so  fan  reflect  on  the  sound  intel- 
ligence of  the  people  as  to  promise  them  the  benefits  of  an  extensive  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements  in  the  State  without  their  paying  an  equi- 
valentfor  them.  But  if  the  people  can  be  assured  that  this  system  can  be. 
carried  on  and  completed  by  the  aid  of  a  moderate  tax,  for  a  few  years 
only,  and  that  it  will  greatly  add  to  the  value  of  individual  possessions, 
afford  a  cheap  and  certain  means  of  transit  to  market  for  all  our  produc- 
tions, develope  the  dormant  resources  of  the  State,  augment  her  popula- 
tion, and  elevate  her  character  at  home  and  abroad,  they  will  be  satis- 
fied to  sustain  it  and  push  it  forward  to  completion. 

Having  given  the  quantity  ofland  subject  to  taxation  in  the  several 
years  in  which  deficits  will  occur,  and  the  rate  per  acre  necessary  to 
make  up  these  deficits,  the  committee  will  make  one  additional  remark 
in  relation  to  the  taxes  on  lands.  If  the  lands  should  be  taxed  in  pro- 
portion to  their  value,  and  not  by  the  acre,  it  is  very  plain  that  those 
lying  nearest  to  the  public  works,  and  which  have  been  most  enhanced 
in  value  by  their  construction,  will  bear  the  greatest  share  of  the  bur- 
dens; and,  perhaps,  it  will  not  be  too  much  to  say  that  a  small  per  cent- 
age  on  the  increased  value  of  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  public 
works,  given  to  them  solely  by  their  construction,  will  go  very  far  tow- 
ards meeting  the  deficits  without  imposing  much  additional  burden  on 
lands  lying  remote  from  them. 

In  reference  to  the  foregoing  statements,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  they 
are  based  upon  the  present  amount  of  the  banking  capital  of  the  State, 
and  no  view  has  yet  been  taken  of  its  probable  increase  as  the 
commercial  wants  of  the  State,  and  the  future  development  of  its  re- 
sources may  render  judicious  and  necessary. 
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The  mode  of  resorting  to  the  profits  of  banking  operations,  for  promo- 
ting the  prosecution  of  works  of  internal  improvement,  has  been  adopted 
by  many  of  the  States  in  the  Union  with  signal  success;  and  this  policy 
can  no  doubt  be  pursued  in  this  State  with  advantage  to  the  great  finan- 
cial interests  of  the  State  itself,  and  at  the  same  time  afFcrdvaluable  facili- 
ties to  her  citizens. 

In  view  of  the  probable  increase  in  the  banking  capital,  on  the  part  of 
the  State,  the  following  table  has  been  prepared,  to  exhibit  the  annual 
surplus  and  deficits  which  would  probably  exist  in  the  event  of  an  in- 
crease of  the  banking  capital,  $1,000,000  per  year,  for  the  next  four 
years. 

In  this  table,  the  surplus  and  deficit  in  each  current  year  is  given  op- 
posite to  that  year,  and  the  premiums  and  exchange  on  the  bonds  sold  for 
the  increase  of  Bank  capital  are  calculated  at  two  per  cent,  and  the  tolls 
are  assumed  to  be  the  same  as  given  in  the  foregoing  statement. 

Table  showing  the  probable  surplus  and  deficits  in  the  fund  for  the  payment 
of  interest  on  internal  improvement  bonds,  predicated  on  the  increase  oj  the 
banking  capital  of  the  State,  $1,000,000  per  annum,  for  the  next  four 
years. 


Increased   bank 

Probable  de- 

Probable de- 

Probable sur- 

Probable sur- 

Years. 

capital  in  each 

ficit  when  the 

ficit      when 

plus  on  pres 

plus    on  in- 

year. 

bank   capital 

capital  is  in- 

ent bank  cap- 

creased bank 

is  $3,000,000. 

creased. 

ital. 

capital. 

1839 

$3,000,000 

$178,449 

1840 

4,000,000 

- 

- 

66,173 

$116,173 

1841 

5,000,000 

$113,202 

- 

72,897 

1842 

6,000,000 

212,276 

$25,379 

1843 

7,000,090 

202,276 

62,275 

1844 

7,000,000 

160,138 

40,138 

1845 

7,000,000 

145,000 

25,000 

1846 

7,000,000 

- 

- 

90,000 

210,000 

Note. — Fractions  less  than  one  dollar  are  omitted. 


There  being  bills  now  before  the  Legislature  proposing  to  increase 
the  banking  capital,  on  the  part  of  the  State,  at  the  present  session,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  allude  to  the  effects  of  the  proposition  on  the 
interest  fund  for  internal  improvement  purposes. 

The  surplus,  as  given  in  the  foregoing  statement,  on  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary, 1840,  is  $178,449;  and  on  the  first  of  January,  1841,  $66,173. 

Should  an  additional  bank  capital  of  $3,000,000  be  now  authorized, 
and  a  portion  of  this  amount  constituted  a  trust  fund,  to  be  loaned  on 
real  estate  at  long  periods,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  agricultural  in- 
terests, it  is  the  opinion  of  the  most  experienced  financiers  in  the  State, 
that  the  Banks  can  make  dividends  of  ten  per  cent,  thereon.  It  is  also 
believed,  from  the  present  condition  and  prospeets  of  the  money  market 
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in  Europe,  that  the  bonds,  if  seasonably  put  into  market,  will  command 
at  least  five  per  cent,  premium,  and  the  exchange  thereon  would  pro- 
duce a  nett  profit  of  at  least  6  per  cent. — 

Then,  $3,000,000  bonds,  at  6  per  cent,  is         -         -         -  $180,000 

Six  months'  dividends  up  to  January  1,  1 840,  at  4  p-er  cent.  60,000 

$240,000 
Surplus  on  the  1st  January,  1840,  as  shown  in  statements 

and  table,  is         -  -  -  <  -  -  178,449 


Making  the  surplus  on  the  1st  January,  1840  -  -        $418,449 

As  it  is  uncertain  whether  this  proposition  will  meet  with  the  favorable 
action  of  the  Legislature,  the  committee  will  not  trespass  on  the  time  of 
the  House  to  carry  on  the  calculations  for  subsequent  years.  It  is  obvi- 
ous, however,  that  if  the  proposition  should  be  adopted,  and  its  results 
are  not  overrated,  it  would  go  very  far  to  reduce  the  amount  of  probable 
taxation  as  exhibited  in  the  preceding  statements. 

Your  committee  would  wish  to  avoid  all  imputation  of  indulging  in 
speculative  calculations  in  reference  to  the  resources  of  the  State  to 
meet  the  interest  accruing  upon  the  loans  for  internal  improvements, 
and  they  hope  that  they  will  not  render  themselves  obnoxious  to  that 
charge  by  adverting  to  another  source  of  revenue. 

The  committee  on  Internal  Improvements,  in  the  last  Legislature, 
taking  into  view  the  important  practical  results  of  the  grant,  by  the 
General  Government,  of  the  canal  lands  in  aid  of  the  construction  of 
the  Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Legislature  the  importance  of  procuring  lands  along  the  line  of  the  pub- 
lic works,  to  be  enhanced  in  value  by  their  construction.  In  accordance 
with  the  suggestion  of  the  committee,  authority  was  given  by  the  in- 
ternal improvement  law,  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Public  Works  to 
enter  lands  along  the  routes  of  the  several  works.  The  memorable  re- 
vulsion in  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the  commercial  world  which  shortly  after- 
wards ensued,  and  1he  difficulty  which  subsequently  existed  in  obtaining 
the  description  of  funds  receivable  in  the  land  office,  tended  to  frustrate, 
in  a  good  degree,  this  design  of  the  Legislature.  Entries,  however,  have 
been  made,  to  some  extent,  by  the  Commissioners;  and  your  committee 
entertain  the  belief  that  if  a  special  fund,  say  of  $1,000,000,  could  be  set 
apart  by  the  present  Legislature  for  the  purpose  of  being  vested  in  lands 
near  the  line  of  the  public  works,  and  in  securing  important  town  sites 
along  the  routes,  and  the  works  should  afterwards  be  properly  located, 
with  a  view  to  State  interests,  the  profits  on  this  fund  so  invested  would 
be  sufficient  to  meet  any  deficit  in  the  payment  of  interest  on  loans,  and 
create  a  sinking  fund  sufficient  to    reimburse    the  original  investments. 

Your  committee  flatter  themselves  that  the  calculations  they  have 
made  in  regard  to  the  profits  and  dividends  on  loans  and  bank  stock  will 
not  be  considered  extravagant.  And  if  they  can  be  as  successful  in  de- 
monstrating the  probable  accuracy  of  their  calculations  in  reference  to 
the  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  works  themselves,  they  will  have 
done  all  that  can  be  necessary  to  satisfy  the  most  prudent  that  no  appre- 
hensions need  be  entertained  of  burdensome  taxation. 
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In  prosecuting  the  inquiry  into  the  probable  revenue  to  arrise  from 
the  public  works,  the  committee  have  to  assume  data  which  is  general 
in  its  character,  but  which  they  believe  is  within  reasonable  and  tenable 
limits. 

The  railroad  being  commenced  at  the  navigable  rivers  on  the  borders 
of  the  State,  and  extended  into  the  interior,  cannot  fail  to  commence 
doing  a  limited  business  as  far  as  completed;  and  both  the  amount  and 
profits  ui  this  business  must  rapidly  increase  with  the  extension  of  the 
lines.  During  the  years  1839,  1840,  and  1841,  at  least  300  miles  of  th*e 
railroads,  together  with  some  important  river  improvements,  should  be 
completed.  These  river  sections  of  the  railroads  will  run  through  the 
most  populous  and  improved  portions  of  the  State,  and  have  their  termini 
at  important  trading  towns. 

The  committee  have  assumed,  in  their  calculations,  that  up  to  the  first 
of  January,  1842,  when  the  sum  of  $7,000,000  will  have  been  expended 
on  the  public  works,  the  nett  receipts  for  tolls  and  water-rents  will 
have  been  only  $60,000.  It  is  supposed  that  this  estimate  is  within  rea- 
sonable bounds,  and  cannot  be  objected  to;  and  the  ratio  of  increase  of 
one  per  cent,  on  the  expenditures  made  two  years  previous  to  the  date 
of  calculations  is  considered  equally  tenable. 

Your  committee  propose  to  take  the  railroad  from  Springfield  via 
Jacksonville  as  a  basis  of  calculation  for  the  probable  revenue  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  river  sections  of  the  unfinished  lines.  It  is  presumed  that 
this  road  may  be  completed  and  in  operation  by  the  spring  of  1840. 

But  before  entering  into  this  calculation  they  will  take  occasion  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  road  in  the  western  country  that 
bears  a  strict  analogy  to  the  river  sections  of  our  railroad  system.  The 
road  referred  to  is  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  extending  from  the  city  of 
Detroit  into  the  interior  to  Ypsilanti.  This  work,  about  thirty  miles  long, 
has  recently  been  put  into  operation,  and  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  most 
profitable  in  the  United  States,  yeilding  about  $80,000  in  ten  months' 
operations,  or  at  the  rate  of  about  $3,200  per  mile  per  year. 

Your  committee  regret  exceedingly  their  inability  to  furnish  the  official 
information  in  detail  in  reference  to  it;  but  they  will  state  that  the  in- 
formation they  have  received,  and  as  stated  above,  is  from  such  an  un- 
questionable source  as  to  justify  them  in  embodying  it  in  this  report. 

Your  committee  will  also  take  this  occasion  to  express  their  opinion 
that  these  river  sections  of  our  railroad  system  admit  of  no  comparison 
with  those  detached  divisions  of  the  canals  of  Pennsylvania  which  hang 
as  an  incubus  on  their  system.  These  detached  portions  of  her  great 
system  are  constructed  parallel  with,  and  on  the  immediate  banks  of,  the 
Delaware,  and  the  North  and  West  branches  of  the  Susquehanna.  They 
form  no  continuous  lines  of  communication,  without  transhipment,  to 
great  commercial  marts;  and  they  have  been  so  frequently  and  so  se- 
riously interrupted  by  the  breaking  of  the  feeder-dams,  in  spring  freshets. 
and  by  other  casualties,  that  the  upper  country  do  not  depend  on  them, 
and  the  descending  trade,  therefore,  seeks  a  market  in  the  old  and  ordi- 
nary modes  of  transit. 

The  Springfield  and  Jacksonville  road,  with  the  Naples  branch,  is 
about  60  miles  in  length,  and  will  cost  $600,000;  to  which  may  be  added 
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$50,000    for   the    necessary  machinery  and  motive  power  to  put  it  into 
full  operation.     The  committee  assume   the  following  for  the  probable 
daily  business  on  the  road,  viz: 
20  passengers   in  each   direction,  at  6  cents  per  mile,  or 

$3  60 $144  00 

'20  tons   of  imports   and  exports  in   each  direction,  at   5 

cents  per  mile  per  ton     -  -  -  -  -  120  00 

United  States'  mail  -  -  -  -  -  25  00 


289  00 


Deduct  for  repairs,  superintendence,  labor,  motive  power, 
and  wear  and  tear  of  machinery,  $13l  per  day,  equiv- 
alent to  $655  per  mile  per  year  -  -  -  131  00 

Nett  profit  per  day  .....  15800 

Calculating  300  days  in  the  year,  the  annual  income  would  be  $ 47,4*  0, 
and  for  half  the  year  1840.  and  up  to  the  1st- of  January,  1842,  $71,100, 
being  $11,100  more  than  is  allowed  by  the  committee  for  the  nett  reve- 
nue from  the  whole  of  the  public  works  in  operation  up  to  that  time. 

The  tonnage,  of  40  tons  per  day  on  this  road,  amounts  to  12,000  tons 
per  annum;  and  it  is  incumbent  on  the  committee  to  examine  whether 
this  is  or  is  not  an  extravagant  calculation. 

The  committee  have  not  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  at  their  dispo- 
sal any  definite  statistical  account  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  the 
interesting  portion  of  the  State  penetrated  by  the  above  work;  but  hav- 
ing at  their  command  the  following  statement  of  the  exports  and  im- 
ports of  Galena,  for  the  year  1838,  they  will  submit  that  as  data  from 
which  inference  may  be  drawn  of  the  probable  amount  of  tonnage  on  the 
road  in  question. 

The  exports  of  Galena  and  its  vicinity,  in  1838,  are  stated  to  be — in 
lead  -  -  -  -  8,000  tons. 

The  imports  may  be  derived   from   the  number   of  steam- 
boat arrivals  from  below,  which  were   228  boats,  aver- 
aging 100  tons  each — making  -  22,800  tons. 
Of  this  amount,  there  were  the  following,  viz: 
6,000    barrels    of  flour,  or  COO    tons 
3,000    barrels  of  pork,  or    500    tons 


1,100 


21,700  tons. 


Total  imports  and  exports  (provisions  excepted)         -  29,700  ton?. 

From  the  above  statement,  it  appears  that  upwards  of  20,000  tons  of 
merchandize  and  foreign  articles  of  use  and  consumption  are  necessary 
to  supply  the  demands  of  the  country  depending  on  the  town  of  Galena. 
Should  this  calculation  be  approximately  correct,  it  is  presumed  that 
the  estimate  of  12,000  tons  of  exports  and  imports  on  60  miles  ol  railroad, 
traversing  a  country  so  well  improved  and  densely  populated  as  is  that 
on  the  route  of  this  road,  and  which  produces  a  large  surplus*  of  the 
heavy  staples  of  the  country,  is  by  no  means  exorbitant. 
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Leaving  the  above  line  of  work,  the  committee  will  proceed  to  take  a 
view  of  the  fiscal  ability  of  the  whole  system,  and  will  then  close  this 
branch  of  their  investigation. 

In  pursuing  this  subject,  it  is  proper  to  regard  the  geographical  position 
of  our  State,  in  relation   to  the  grand  and  extensive  systems  of  improve- 
ments in  progress,  or  in  contemplation,  in  other  States  in  the   Union,  in  i 
order  to  arrive  at  some  data    by  which  to  calculate  the   prospective  for- 
eign trade  and  commerce  upon  our  public  works. 

The  State,  of  Illinois  occupies  a  very  central  position  on  the  map  of 
the  United  States,  and  embraces  a  greater  extent  of  latitude  than  any 
other  State  in  the  Union.  All  the  great  projected  lines  of  overland 
communication  from  the  seaboard  to  the  Mississippi  river  concentrate 
north  of  the  Ohio,  and,  from  our  geographical  position,  must  cross  our 
territory. 

The  great  Southern  railroad  from  Charleston  to  Cincinnati  and  Louis- 
ville has  its  most  southerly  terminus  on  the  Ohio  river,  near  one  hun- 
dred miles  north  of  the  southern  extremity  of  Illinois,  and  twenty-five 
miles  south  of  St.  Louis.  All  the  more  northerly  routes  from  Virginia, 
Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York  to  the  Mississippi  river,  must 
necessarily  pass  between  the  Ohio  river  and  the  southerly  bend  of  lake 
Michigan,  and  consequently  traverse  the  entire  breadth  of  our  State. 

It  is  a  well  known  fact,  acknowledged  in  the  public  documents  of  the 
respective  States,  that  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  have  long  been 
competitors  for  the  trade  of  the  northwestern  States;  and  they  have 
lavished  their  millions  on  public  works,  in  this  grand  rivalship.  The 
works  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  excited  little  fears  from  either  Penn- 
sylvania or  New  York,  until  within  a  few  years.  The  developments  of 
railroad  operations  have  demonstrated  the  fact  that  this  species  of  im- 
provements are  better  calculated  to  accommodate  the  commercial  com- 
munity than  canals.  The  observation  and  foresight  of  New  York4 
could  not  sleep  over  this  fact,  and  there  was  at  once  projected  a  rail- 
way from  their  commercial  emporium  to  the  western  lakes,  having  a 
southerly  termination,  with  a  view  of  its  ultimate  extension  into  the  bo- 
som of  the  western  States. 

No  sooner  was  this  project  of  New  York  set  on  foot,  than  Pennsylva- 
nia projected  an  extension  of  her  Philadelphia  and  Susquehanna  rail- 
road to  lake  Erie;  and  more  recently,  a  project  has  been  suggested  of 
constructing  a  continuous  line  of  railroad  from  Philadelphia  to  St.  Louis. 

Whilst  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  Virginia  were  thus 
engaged  in  constructing  works  of  internal  improvements  to  secure  to 
their  respective  Atlantic  emporiums  the  trade  and  travel  of  the  great 
western  valley,  a  new  and  common  rival  to  them  all  has  recently  sprung 
up.  This  formidable  rival  is  the  great  Southern  railroad  from  Charleston 
to  Cincinnati  and  Louisville. 

When  this  work  was  first  projected,  like  many  other  important  im- 
provements with  which  the  age  abounds,  it  was  considered  exceedingly 
chimerical  by  many.  Some  giant  minds  of  the  sanguine  south  grasped 
the  project,  with  a  firm  conviction  of  its  practicability  and  usefulness; 
and  no  doubts  are  now  entertained  of  its  completion  within  a  few  years. 
It  has  been  found,  from  the  actual  surveys  of  the  line,  that  the  Alleghany 
chain  can  be  crossed  by  this  road  at  one-half  the  elevation  that  presents 
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barriers  to  the  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania  routes,  and  that 
the  grades  upon  the  road  are  comparatively  light;  and  of  course  the 
transportation  on  them  will  be  less  expensive  than  on  either  of  the  other 
routes.  The  line  from  Louisville  to  Charleston  is  the  shortest  route 
by   which  the  Ohio  and  the  ocean  can  be  connected. 

This  route  is  340  miles  nearer  than  by  New  York,  240  miles  nearer 
than  by  Philadelphia,  40  miles  nearer  than  by  Baltimore,  and  170  miles 
nearer  than  by  Mobile.  The  city  of  Charleston  is  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  the  ocean,  and  accessible  at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  This  rail- 
road is  controlled  by  men  of  the  first  talents  and  enterprise  of  the 
age;  and  from  the  liberal  banking  privileges  granted  the  company  by 
several  of  the  States  through  which  the  line  of  their  work  is  carried, 
their  means  are  ample.  Eight  millions  of  capital  have  been  subscribed. 
During  the  severest  depression  in  the  money  market  of  Europe  and  this 
country  which  has  been  known  for  many  years,  the  company  was  able 
to  negotiate  a  loan  of  two  millions  of  dollars  in  London,  within  the 
space  of  ten  days;  and  their  agent  returned  with  the  money  in  the  same 
vessel  that  carried  him  out.  One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  miles  of 
the  road  from  Charleston  westerly  is  expected  to  be  completed  during 
the  present  year,  and  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  more  will  be  placed 
under  contract. 

That  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  will  look  patiently  and  inactively 
at  the  efforts  making  by  their  great  southern  rival  is  not  to  be  expected. 
It  would  be  to  desert  all  their  former  designs  and  plans  of  political 
economy,  for  which  millions  have  been  liberally  expended,  and  for 
which  they  are  just  commencing  to  reap  their  rewards.  It  is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  any  thing  short  of  a  continuous  and  uninterrupted  line  of 
communication  from  the  seaboard  to  the  great  father  of  waters  will  satis- 
fy their  enterprise.  Pennsylvania  has  peculiar  encouragements  to  em- 
bark in  railroads.  Her  132  miles  of  railroads  yielded  during  the  last  year, 
five  hundred  and  forty-three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifteen  dollars, 
while  her  591  miles  of  canals  yielded  but  four  hundred  and  fifteen  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars. 

Your  committee  have  alluded  to  this  state  of  things  abioad,  to  direct 
attention  to  the  part  that  Illinois,  at  no  distant  day,  is  destined  to  take 
in  these  grand  designs,  and  to  the  incalculable  benefits  which  she  can- 
not fail  to  derive  from  them,  by  a  timely  and  judicious  legislation  on  her 
part. 

What  amount  of  travel  and  tonnage  the  concentrated  lines  of  internal 
communication  from  the  Atlantic  seaboard  to  the  Mississippi  river  may 
throw  across  our  territory,  and  over  our  public  works,  no  one  can  now 
conjecture.  An  immense  territory  stretches  beyond  our  western  bor- 
der, which, at  present,  is  comparatively  uninhabited  by  the  white  man; 
but,  if  like  causes  continue  to  produce  like  results,  a  slight  retrospection 
of  the  progress  of  the  settlements  of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio, 
during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  will  be  sufficient  to  indicate  what 
advantages  our  public  works  may  derive  from  the  settlement  of  this  vast 
domain. 

Your  committee  unfortunately  have  not  been  able  to  procure  the 
data  to  arrive  at  the  present  imports  and  exports  of  Illinois.     They  fin«t 
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that  the  arrivals  at  Chicago  amount  at  least  to  400  annually,.     If  150 

tons  be  taken  as  the  average  of  each,  it  will  be  -  60,000  tons 

The  steamboat  arrivals  of  the  Illinois   may  be  assumed 

to  be  300  annually,  which,  at  an  average  of  120  tons, 

will  give  .._...  36,000 

Of  the  Wabash,  200  arrivals,  at  120  tons  each  (half  to 

Illinois,) 12,000 

Transhipped  at  Louisville  and  Evansville  -         -  10,000 

Of  the  Ohio,  say  -  12,000 

Transhipped  at  St.  Louis,  for  Illinois,  say  -         -  20,000 

Ports  in   Illinois,  on    the  Mississippi   river,  at  Chester, 

Alton,  Grafton,  Quincy,  Warsaw,  Galena,  &c,  say  60,000 

Total  .....         210,000 

The  whole  number  of  steamboats  navigating  the  waters  of  the  Missis- 
sippi and  its  tributaries  is  estimated  at  about  400;  averaging  these  at 
200  tons  per  boat,  and  each  boat  making  20  trips  per  year,  it  would  give 
the  whole  tonnage  carried  by  steamboats  in  one  direction  at  1,600,000 
tons.  If  this  estimate  is  approximately  correct,  the  above  estimate  of 
210,000  tons  for  the  State  of  Illinois  is  not  more  than  a  fair  proportion 
of  this  total  amount. 

The  exports  of  the  State  cannot  be  accurately  stated,  for  the  want  of 
the  proper  statistical  information — and  your  committee  must  again  re- 
sort to  data  of  a  general  character.  The  Wabash  and  its  tributaries 
drain  a  country  about  equal  to  one-third  of  the  State  of  Illinois.  It  is 
pretty  well  ascertained  that  a  season  of  tolerable  crops  sends  out  of  that 
river  at  lesst  3,000  flatboats,  averaging  60  tons  each,  making  a  total  of 
180,000  tons. 

The  superior  facilities  of  making  farms,  which  a  prairie  offers, over  a 
heavily  timbered  country,  will  enable  the  population  cf  Illinois,  very 
early,  to  arrive  at  that  point  which  will  afford  the  greatest  exportation 
the  soil  is  capable  of  producing.  From  this  view  of  the  subject,  and  of 
the  data  drawr.  from  the  exports  of  the  Wabash  valley,  your  commit- 
tee believe  that,  by  the  time  the  railroads  are  in  operation  in  Illinois,  the 
exports  will  not  fall  short  of  350,000  tons. 

To  determine  whether  or  not  this  amount  of  tonnage  would  not  be  an 
exorbitant  remuneration  for  the  labor  of  a  population  of  800,000,  which 
it  is  presumed  will  inhabit  Illinois  in  1846,  your  committee  will  insti- 
tute an  inquiry  into  the  probable  value  of  the  amount  of  exports. 

The  staple  productions  of  Illinois,  and  which  will  always  form  the 
bulk  of  her  exports,  are,  wheat,  flour,  corn,  pork,  beef,  tobacco  and  lead. 
Taking  these  six  articles  of  exports,  their  average  value  may  be  ascer- 
tained near  enough  for  the  present  purpose,  as  follows,  viz: 
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1.  Wheat  or  flour,  per  ton             -             -            -  $50  00 

2.  Corn,  per  ton                 -             -             -             -  15  00 

3.  Pork,  per  ton                 ....  75  00 

4.  Beef,  per  ton                  ....  65  00 

5.  Tobacco,  per  ton                                       -  80  00 

6.  Lead,  per  ton                ....  75  00 

6  |  360  00 

Average  value,  per  ton  -             -             -  ,$60  00 


The  above  amount  of  exportation — 350,000  tons  as- 
sumed as  the  maximum  for  the  whole  State  of  Illinois 
in  1846,  would,  at  $60  per  ton,  amount  to  $21,000,000 

The  western  district  of  the  State  of  New  York,  although  still  increas- 
ing in  population,  sends  down  the  Erie  crnal  an  annual  export  of  twenty 
millionsof  dollars,  consisting  principally  of  agricultural  products.  Hence, 
an  amount  of  $21,000,000  of  exports  for  this  State  in  1846,  cannot,  in 
view  of  this  fact,  be  considered  an  extravagant  estimate. 

What  portion  of  the  imports  or  exports  of  the  State  will  probably  pass 
over  our  public  works,  is  another  question  of  primary  importance  to  be 
determined,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  probable  revenue  to  be  derived  from 
this  source. 

One  great  argument  urged  in  favor  of  our  present  system  of  internal 
improvements  is,  that  by  concentrating  all  the  works  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio,  every  portion  of  our  State  can  send  off  her  products  at  the 
season  of  the  year  when  there  is  the  least  competition  in  the  southern 
market.  That  this  valuable  feature  in  the  system  of  the  public  works 
of  Illinois  will  tend  to  induce  an  immense  amount  of  transportation, 
which  would  otherwise  float  upon  the  rivers  to  market,  there  can  exist 
no  doubt.  In  addition  to  this,  it  is  to  be  considered  that  the  timber, 
suitable  for  the  construction  of  flatboats,  is  gradually  disappearing  i^  the 
interior  with  the  settlement  of  the  country.  On  the  other  hand,  when 
the  produce  reaches  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  it  will  then  find  uninter- 
rupted means  of  transit  to  the  lower  market  in  steamboats,  and  in  large 
and  capacious  flatboats  which  will  have  performed  the  service  of  trans- 
porting salt  from  the  Upper  Ohio,  for  the  supply  of  the  interior  of  Illinois, 
and  the  country  drained  by  the  Upper  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries. 
Independent  of  these  considerations,  it  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  exports  will  be  produced  in  the  interior  of  the  State,  and 
must  find  its  way  to  the  navigable  rivers,  on  every  road  in  the  system, 
to  seek  a  market;  so  that  it.  is  reasonable  to  estimate  that  full  one-half  of 
the  total  imports  and  exports  of  the  State  will  pass  over  the  railroad  lines. 

Another  important  item  of  tonnage  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  esti- 
mating the  probable  revenue  of  the  roads.  The  interior  of  Illinois  will 
require  an  immense  quantity  of  fencing  and  building  lumber,  that  must 
be  transported  from  the  rivers  to  the  prairies,  to  supply  this  demand. 
This  lumber  will  come  from  lake  Michigan,  the  Upper  Mississippi,  the 
Wabash  and  the  Ohio;  so  that  almost,  if  not  all,  the  roads  in  the  system 
will  command  more  or  less  of  this  important  trade. 
2 
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From  the  foregoing  views  of  the  prospective  trade,  in  which  our  public 
works  are,  destined  to  participate,  jour  committee  have  made  out  the 
following  estimate  of  the  probable  revenue  to  be  derived  from  the  whole 
system  when  completed. 

The  lowest  estimate  which  the  committee  have  been  able  to  make  for 
the  amount  of  the  foreign  and  local  travel  and  transportation  on  the 
railroads,  is  25  persons  per  day  in  each  direction,  and  20  tons  of  imports 
and  exports,  in  each  direction,  for  300  days  in  the  year — the  total  length 
of  the  roads  being  1,342  miles. 

25  passengers  in  each  direction,  on  1,342  miles,  for  300  days, 

at   5  cents  per  mile,  -  -  -         -         $1,006,500 

20  tons  in  each  direction,  at  5  cents  per  mile,  per  ton,  805,'JOO 

1,342  miles  of  daily  mails,  at  $'125  per  mile,  per  year,  167,750 

Water  rents  and  tolls  on  river  improvements,         -         -  50,000 


Total,  .....  $2,029,450. 

Deduct  expenses: 
Interest  on  $14,000,000  -  -  -  $840,000 

Motive  power,  superintendents,  repairs,  laborers, 
and  wear  and  tear  of  machinery,  $855  per  mile, 
on  1,342  miles,  *  -  -  -      878,010 

1,718,010 


Yearly  balance,  -  -  «  $311,440 

By  averaging  the  rate  of  speed  of  the  above  transportation  at  80 
miles  per  day,  the  quantity  of  tonnage,  necessary  to  give  the  above 
amount  of  tolls,  will  be  200,000  tons  per  annum. 

The  above  estimated  annual  receipts  on  the  railroads  would  beat  the 
rate  of  $1,475  per  mile. 

The  Ohio  canal,  333  miles  long,  in  1838,  paid  $1,093  per  mile,  with  between 
eight  and  nine  months'  operation. 

TM  Pennsylvania  canal  between  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh,  (which  suffered 
from  an  extensive  breach  during  the  last  year,)  yielded  only  about  $1,000  per  mile. 

The  New  York  canals  in  1836,  after  reducing  her  tolls,  to  compete  success- 
fully with  the  Pennsylvania  lines,  and  having  various  railroads  in  their  country 
to  take  off  the  travel  from  the  canal,  yielded  $2,000  per  mile  nett  profit,  after 
deducting  expenses  of  collection,  maintenance,  and  repairs. 

The  Pennsylvania  railroad,  132  miles  in  length,  and  the  motive  power  thereon, 
paid  in  1838,  $4,1 19  per  mile.  The  portion  of  the  last  named  works  between 
Philadelphia  and  Columbia,  82  miles  long,  paid  in  1838,  after  deducting  the 
maintenance  of  the  motive  power  thereon,  and  defraying  the  cost  of  supervision 
and  repairs,  $210,393,  or  $2,567  per  mile, equivalent  to  seven  per  cent,  on  the 
total  cost  of  this  work. 

In  view  of  these  results  on  other  similar  works,  your  committee  entertain  the 
belief  that  their  estimate  of  the  gross  receipts  on  the  railroads  of  Illinois,  at 
$1,475  per  mile  per  annum,  is  sufficiently  reasonable. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  the  probable  amount  of  business  and  profits 
on  the  railroad  system  of  Illinois,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  works  of 
internal  improvements  in  other  States  have,  for  the  most  part,  greatly  exceeded 
in  first  cost,  per  mile,  those  projected  in  Illinois.  Large  expenditures  of  money 
have  been  made  on  comparatively  short  lines  of  work :  and  the  tolls  being 
charged  by  the  mile,  the  ratio  between  the  amount  of  business    and  actual  re- 
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ceipts  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  per  centage  on  the  costs  of  the  work  on  the  other, 
is  very  great.  A  railroad  or  canal  of  the  same  length,  and  costing  $40,000  per 
mile,  would  have  to  command  four  times  the  amount  of  business,'  to  nett  the  same 
per  centage  as  would  a  road  costing  but  $10,000  per  mile;  admitting  the  wear 
and  tear,  the  motive  power,  supervision  and  contingent  expenses  to  be  the  same 
in  both  cases.  But  this  cannot  be;  for  as  the  amount  of  business  is  increased 
on  the  Toad,  the  contingent  expenses  of  every  description  advance  in  proportion, 
so  that  the  road  costing  $40,000  per  mile  must  necessarily  do  at  least  five  times 
the  amount  of  business  that  would  be  required  of  a  road  costing  but  $10,000  per 
mile,  to  pay  the  same  per  centage  on  the  capital  invested  in  their  construction, 
the  tolls  being  the  same.  Moreover,  the  money  expended  on  roads  of  cheap 
construction  will  extend  them  much  further  over  the  country,  accommodate  a 
greater  number  of  people  and  interests,  and  command  a  much  large*  local  trade. 
Take,  for  instance,  the  Philadelphia  and  Columbia  railroad  above  referred  to. 
This  line  of  work  is  eighty-two  miles  long,  and  cost  near  three  and  one  quarter 
millions  of  dollars,  or  near  $40,000  per  mile.  This  road  commands  the  local  trade 
and  travel  of  only  82  miles  of  country.  Whereas  this  sum,  expended  in  the 
construction  of  railroads  over  the  open  and  comparatively  level  prairies  of  Illinois, 
would  command  the  local  trade  and  travel  of  upwards  of  300  miles  of  country, 
and  diffuse  its  equal  benefits  to  four  times  the  population  that  a  road,  costing 
$40,000  per  mile,  would  do. 

The  foregoing  are  the  estimates  of  the  probable  revenue  to  be  derived  from 
the  railroads,  as  predicated  on  the  ordinary  rates  of  tolls  charged  on  similar 
works  in  other  States.  On  most  of  these  works,  and  especially  on  those  in  the 
several  States  competing  for  the  commerce  of  the  West,  the  rates  of  tolls  are, 
and  always  must  be,  kept  down  by  that  competition.  But  the  works  of  Illinois 
will  not  have  to  contend  with  any  such  competition  ;  and  the  whole  of  the  works 
being  under  the  control  of  the  State,  it  will  be  within  her  power  to  regulate  the 
tolls  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  revenue  and  expenses.  A  discriminating  toll 
can  be  charged  on  different  species  of  transportation;  the  exports  of  her  pro- 
ducts can  be  protected,  and  a  revenue  raised  from  the  imports,  and  from  the 
foreign  commerce  and  travel  which  it  may  be  the  interest  of  the  citizens  of 
other  States  to  give  to  our  public  works;  and,  generally,  to  regulate  the  whole 
rates  of  tolls,  so  as  to  sustain  the  system.  And  it  is  believed  by  your  commit- 
tee, that  a  much  higher  rate  of  tolls  may  be  charged,  if  necessary  to  produce  a 
revenue,  than  their  calculations  exhibit;  and  the  works  will  still  afford  an  im- 
mense saving  to  the  people  of  the  State,  and  at  the  same  time  preserve  a  suc- 
cessful competition  with  all  other  modes  of  transportation  and  travel. 

There  is  another  view  in  regard  to  the  probable  revenue  of  the  works,  which 
your  committee  will  notice. 

The  whole  system, as  at  present  arranged,  enables  every  part  to  contribute  to 
the  support  and  success  of  the  whole.  If  there  should  be  any  of  the  branches 
of  doubtful  utility  in  a  fiscal  point  of  view,  when  separately  considered,  yet  the 
travel  and  transportation  generated  by  these  lateral  roads,  when  accumulated  on 
the  main  lines  and  passing  over  them,  will  constitute  the  direct  and  legitimate 
means  of  rendering  the  whole  system  profitable.  This  state  of  things  is  said 
to  exist  in  reference  to  the  canal  system  of  New  York.  The  lateral  or  branch 
canals,  considered  separately  and  apart  from  the  whole,  do  not  yield  a  revenue 
sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  costs  of  their  construction;  and  it  is  said 
the  main  line  would  not  be  profitable  without  them ;  yet,  when  the  whole  is 
taken  together,  it  forms  one  of  the  most  profitable  systems  of  public  works  in  this 
or  any  other  country.  The  reason  of  this  is  obvious.  The  main  line  accommo- 
dates, comparatively,  but  a  limited  portion  of  country,  but  when  the  arms  or  late- 
ral branches  are  thrown  out  into  an  extensive  region  of  country,  they  generate 
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a  commerce  for  the  main  stem  that  would  not  otherwise  pass  over  it,  and  this 
additional  trade,  combined  with  that  of  the  main  line,  forms  a  mighty  mass  of 
business,  and  renders  the  whole  system  immensely  productive  and  profitable. 

In  regard  to  the  profits  to  be  derived  from  the  transportation  of  the  United 
States  mails,  your  committee  entertain  the  opinion  that  their  estimate  is  extremely 
reasonable,  it  cannot  be  otherwise  than  that  several  most  important  mail  routes 
must  be  established  across  our  State:  and  their  importance  must  yearly  increase 
v/ith  the  settlement  of  the  great  western  country  beyond  the  Mississippi.  And 
the  route  from  north  to  south  must,  from  the  nature  of  things,  be  of  immense 
importance  so  soon  as  the  communication  is  once  opened  from  the  northern 
States  and  Territories  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio;  and  thence,  by  uninterrupted 
steamboat  navigation,  to  the  great  commercial  emporium  of  the  Mississippi  valley. 
The  mails  of  the  United  States  must  be  carried  on  these  important  routes,  or 
every  particle  of  its  business  will  be  anticipated,  and  consequently  destroyed, 
by  the  expedition  of  the  railroad  communications.  Then  there  would  be  no 
other  alternative  "than  for  the  Government  to  pay  for  the  transportation  of  her 
mails,  on  these  expeditious  lines  of  communication,  any  reasonable  compensa- 
tion the  State  might  demand.  The  price  per  mile,  of  $125,  as  estimated  by  the 
committee,  very  little  exceeds  the  amount  paid  for  daily  mails  on  the  common 
roads,  at  the  ordinaty  speed;  and  it  will  scarcely  be  questioned  that  this  estimate 
is  within  all  reasonable  limits. 

The  committee  have  thus  attempted  to  demonstrate  the  existence  of  a  suffi- 
cient amount  of  transportation  and  travel  in  the  State  to  sustain,  by  its  tolls,  the 
public  works,  when  they  are  put  into  full  operation.  They  will  close  this  branch 
of  their  investigation,  by  giving  the  following  statistical  exhibits  of  the  extent, 
costs,  and  actual  business  of  some  of  the  principal  works  in  the  United  States; 
which  exhibits,  your  committee  believe,  may  be  useful  in  the  examination  of 
this  important  subject. 


Abstract  of  the  Boats  that  have  passed,  and  Tolls  received  on  the  Louisville  and 
Portland  Canal,  from  1831  to  1837. 


Year. 

Number  of 

Flat  and 

Tons. 

Amount  received  for 

Steamboats. 

Keelboats. 

tolls. 

1831 

406 

421 

76,323 

$12,750  77 

1832 

453 

179 

70,109 

25,756  12 

1833 

875 

710 

169,885 

60,736  92 

1834 

938 

623 

162,000 

61,848  17 

1835 

1,256 

355 

200,413 

80,165  24 

1836 

1,182 

260 

182,220 

88,343  23 

1837 

1,501 

165 

242,374 

145,424  69 

6,611 

2,713 

1,103,324 

475,025  14 
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Length  and  cost  of  several  improvements  in  other  States,  and  the  amount  of  tolls 
received  on  each  in  1837,  taken  from  official  documents. 


Designation. 

Length  in  miles 

Total  cost. 

Cost  per  mile. 

Tolls  in  1837. 

New  York  canals, 
Pennsylvania  State  ca- 
nals and  railroads, 
Ohio  canals. 
Lehigh  navigation, 
Schuykill  navigation, 

655 

709| 
406 
46f 
108 

$11,962,711 

18,830,625 
5,356,150 
1,546,095 

3,187,383 

$18,264 

26,541 
13,192 
33,071 
29,513 

$1,293,129 

975,350 
355,166 
149,267 
604,189 

Statement  of  tolls  collected  upon  the  State  Canals  of  Neto  York,  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  and  upon  the  Schuylkill  navigation  in  Pennsylvania,  from  1818  to  1837, 


Years. 

New  York. s 

Pennsylvania. 

Ohio. 

Schuylkill  navi- 
gation. 

1818 

$233 

1819 

- 

- 

- 

1,203 

1820 

$5,437 

- 

- 

803 

1821 

14,388 

-   - 

- 

1,792 

1822 

64,072 

- 

- 

1,054 

1823 

152,958 

- 

- 

1,964 

1824 

340,761 

- 

- 

635 

1825 

566,112 

- 

- 

15,775 

1826 

762,003 

- 

- 

43,108 

1827 

859,058 

- 

- 

58,149 

1828 

838,444 

- 

- 

87,171 

1829 

813,137 

_ 

- 

120,039 

1830 

1,056,922 

$27,012 

- 

148,165 

1831 

1,223,801 

38,241 

- 

134,005 

1832 

1,229,483 

56,909 

- 

284,829 

1833 

1,463,715 

151,419 

$181,954 

325,486 

1834 

1,339,799 

309,789 

210,018 

299,841 

1835 

1,548,972 

674,357 

232,894 

433,643 

1836 

1,614,680 

837,805 

257,925 

522,633 

1837 

1,293,129 

975,350 

355,166 

804,189 

Note. — The  tolls  on  the  New  York  works  have  undergone  a  gradual 
reduction  for  several  of  the  last  years;  and  the  receipts  were  reduced, 
in  1837,  by  accidental  causes. 
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Another  question  of  importance  is,  whether  the  railroads  will  possess 
the  ability  to  command  the  travel  and  transportation  which  may  exist 
in  the  State,  and  to  compete  successfully  for  it  with  other  means  of 
transit.    - 

So  far  as  it  regards  the  abilities  of  the  railroads  to  secure  the  travel 
and  light  transportation,  the  committee  deem  it  unnecessary  to  trouble 
the  House  with  an  argument  in  detail  on  the  subject.  The  peculiar 
adaptation  of  railways  for  the  conveyance  of  passengers  and  light  trans- 
portation is  so  well  understood  that  little  need  be  said  in  support  of  it. 
If  any  elucidation  in  support  of  this  position  was  required,  the  committee 
think  that  the  mention  of  the  fact  that  a  proposition  to  construct  a 
railway  from  New  York  to  Albany — which  project  is  now  about  being 
put  into  execution — would  be  sufficient.  This  road  will  be  constructed 
by  private  enterprise,  for  the  purpose  of  yielding  a  profit  to  its  owners, 
and  at  a  cost  of  about  $4O,CO0  per  mile.  It  will  run  parallel  with  one  of 
the  finest  rivers  in  the  continent,  and  which  is  as  well  supplied  with 
commodious,  safe,  and  expeditious  steamboat  accommodations,  as  any 
other  in  the  world;  and  perhaps  on  no  line  of  communication,  of  equal 
extent,  is  the  price  of  travelling  so  cheap  as  it  is  on  that  river.  Other 
instances  of  a  similar  character  might  be  referred  to:  but  the  committee 
deem  this  sufficient  for  their  present  purpose. 

Perhaps  in  no  country,  or  in  any  age,  or  to  any  people,  was  the  axiom, 
"that  time  is  money,"  more  applicable  than  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  at  the  present  day.  Comparatively  speaking,  there  are  few  of 
our  citizens  possessed  of  large  and  overgrown  estates,  and  therefore  men 
of  leisure;  but  on  the  contrary,  the  great  mass  of  our  people  are  depending 
on  their  own  active  exertions,  industry  and  enterprise.  Despatch  and 
speed,  in  every  ramification  of  the  business  of  life,  are  almost  the  very  con- 
dition of  their  existence.  The  improvements  in  the  means  of  convey- 
ance, and  the  astonishing  annihilation  of  time  and  space  produced  by 
them  within  the  last  few  years,  so  far  from  satisfying  the  travelling  com- 
munity, has  only  tended  to  incite  an  increased  desire  for  greater  rapidity 
of  movement.  This  is  so  obviously  correct  that  the  steamboat  of  the 
greatest  speed  is  almost  universally  preferred,  even  at  the  risk  of  life 
itself.  To  the  commercial  community,  which  forms  the  great  mass  of 
travel,  it  is  of  advantage,  in  every  point  of  view,  to  perform  their  journies 
and  voyages  with  the  greatest  practicable  expedition;  and  hence,  that 
mode  both  of  travel  and  transportation  ■which  offers  the  greatest  certainty 
and  speed,  and  liable  to  the  least  casualities  and  delays,  will  always  be 
preferred.  So  long,  then,  as  this  disposition  to  embrace  the  safest  and 
most  expeditious  means  of  conveyance  continues,  therfe  can  be  no  rea- 
sonable loubt  entertained  of  the  capatity  of  our  railroads  to  compete 
with  all  other  modes  of  travel,  for  the  transportation  of  passengers  trav- 
elling in  the  direction  of  any  of  their  routes. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  travel  of  the  country  that  always  seeks 
the  public  conveyances,  the  railroads  will  induce  an  immense  amount 
of  local  travel,  which  would  not  otherwise  exist,  or  be  performed  by 
means  of  private  conveyances.  Even  before  the  introduction  of  rail- 
roads in  England,  it  had  become  a  saying  "that  a  man  could  not  afford  to 
walk.?     Such  were   the  facility  and  cheapness   of  conveyance  afforded 
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by  their  numerous  and  splendid  canals,  that  the  extra  time  consumed, 
and  the. expense  of  performing  a  journey  on  foot,  cost  more  than  the  faVe 
on  the  canals.  So  it  might  be  said  in  Illinois,  if  her  railways  were  i» 
operation,  "that  a  man  could  not  afford  to  ride  in  his  own  conveyance;" 
for  the  time  and  actual  expenses  he  would  save  by  travelling  on  the  rail- 
ways, over  and  above  the  cost  of  performing  the  journey  in  his  own  con- 
veyance, would,  in  most  instances,  make  it  his  interest  and  induce  him 
to  prefer  the  former. 

A  journey  of  101)  miles  on  horseback  for  the  purpose  of  transacting 
business  at  Alton,  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  or  any  other  place,  would  require 
three  days'  travel  in  each  direction,  making  six  days'  expense  for  man 
and  horse,  at  $1  per  day,  is     "  -  -  -  -     $6  00 

2  days'  time  and  expenses  of  horse  whilst  attending  to  the    ■ 

business  of  the  journey,  75  cents  -  -  -        1  50 

6  days'  time  of  man  and  horse,  at  $1  50     -  -  -        9  00 


By  rail  road— fare  200  miles              -  $10  00 

1  days'  time  on  the  journey  in  each  di- 

rection $1               -            -             -  2  00 

2  meals  on  the  journey           -            -  1  00 


$.6  50 


13  00 
$3  SO 


Making  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  in  favor  of  the  railway  conveyance, 
by  putting  the  expenses  of  the  journey  on  horseback,  (which  is  the 
cheapest  mode  of  private  conveyance)  at  the  lowest  rates,  and  valuing 
the  time  of  the  person  at  the  small  sum  of  one  dollar  per  day.  If  these 
views  of  the  subject  be  correct,  there  cannot  exist  a  doubt  of  the  entire 
ability  of  the  railroads  to  come  into  the  most  successful  competition  for 
a  lartre  share  of  the  travel  of  the  country. 

The  last  inquiry  the  committee  design  to  institute  into  the  financial 
abilities  and  business  capacities  of  the  railroads,  is  in  reference  to  the 
tonnage  which  it  has  been  shown  will  exist  in  the  State  at  the  time  of 
their  completion. 

The  minimum  average  rate  of  transportation,  on  our   common  roads, 
is  not  less  than  $1  per  hundred  pounds  per  hundred  miles, 
or  per  ton  ------       $20  00 

The  ordinary  rates  of  toll   and  transportation  on   railways 
'being  5  cents  per  mile  per  ton,  for  one  hundred  miles,  is  5  00 

Balance  in  favor  of  railroads  -  -  -        $15  00 

Thus,  at  the  lowest  possible  rates  that  a  common  team,  during  the  sea- 
son of  the  best  roads,  can  perform  the  transportation,  there  would  be  a 
clear  saving  of  money  of  $15  per  ton,  besides  the  advantage  of  the  supe- 
rior speed,°certainty,  and  safety  of  the  railway  conveyance. 
The  staple  productions  of  Illinois  must,  for  the  most  part,  be  exceedingly 
bulky,  and  for  this  reason  they  will  not  bear  transportation  on  common 
roads  from  the  interior  to  the  rivers;  which  they  might  do  on  the  rail- 
ways. 


24 

Take,  for  instance,  the  article  of  corn}  Which  is  the  cheapest  of  all  our 
productions  compared  with  its  tonnage,  and  it  will  be  found  that  even 
this  article  wouidbear  transportation, on  the  railways,  from  the  extreme 
interior  to  the  rivers.  From  an  inspection  of  the  map,  it  will  be  seen 
that,  if  the  present  system  of  railroads  is  carried  out,  the  roads  will  bring 
most  portions  of  the  interior  of  the  State  within  70  or  80  miles  of  some 
navigable  stream. 

Then  the  transportation  of  one  ton  of  corn,  or  34  bushels,  a  distance  of 
80  miles,  at  the  rate  of  five  cents  per  ton  per  mile,  would  be* 
per  ton  .....         $4  00 

or  per  bushel      -----  Hi 

The    cost  of  transportation,  for    a    distance  of  80 

miles,  of  a  bushel  of  wheat,  is     -  11 

Of  100  pounds  of  tobacco  -  -  •  -  20 

Of  1  barrel  of  pork  or  beef  -  60 

Of  I  barrel  of  flour  ....  40 

Of  1  bushel  of  salt  ....  lo 

And  all  other  articles  of  produce  and  consumption  in  the  same  proportion. 
The  cost  of  the  transportation  of  pork  and  beef  on  the  common'  roads 
forces  the  counties  in  the  interior  of  the  State  to  resort  to  driving  the 
animals  to  the  trading  towns  on  the  river,  for  slaughter.  The  expense, 
loss  of  time,  loss  in  the  weight  of  the  animals,  and  other  obvious  disad- 
vantages occasioned  by  this  mode  of  going  to  market,  could  very  readily 
be  shown  to  exceed  the  cost  of  carrying  the  salt  into  the  interior  on  the 
railroads,  and  of  transporting  thereon  the  beef,  pork,  and.  bacon  after  it 
is  cured  and  packed.  All  experience  has  shown  that,  as  fast  as  the 
means  of  cheap  transportation  is  extended  into  the  interior  of  a  countiy, 
commercial  establishments  spring  up  along  their  lines;  capital  comes  in, 
and  competition  in  trade,  the  life  of  business  in  all  countries,  is  excited. 
The  producer  then  finds  a  ready  market,  comparatively  at  his  own  door, 
for  his  surplus  produce,  and. at  as  high  a  price  as  he  could  obtain  in  the 
city  or  large  trading  town  at  the  termini  of  the  road  or  canal;  deducting 
only  the  bare  costs  of  transportation.  He  thus  avoids  the  loss  of  time,  and 
escapes  the  risks  and  vexation  of  seeking  a  foreign,  and  perhaps  glutted 
market,  for  his  produce.  He  is  enabled  thereby  to  concentrate  his  ener- 
gies and  attention  to  his  domestic  concerns,  and  avoids  the  loss  and 
derangement  of  affairs  incident  to  being  withdrawn  from  home.  More- 
over, it  most  frequently  happens  that  the  common  roads  of  the  country 
are  in  the  worst  condition,  at  the  very  season  of  the  year  when  the  far- 
mer is  most  at  leisure  with  his  teams;  and  it  is  not  unlikely,  also,  to  hap- 
pen that  the  market  may  be  most  favorable  at  the  very  time  when  his 
domestic  engagements  are  the  most  pressing  on  his  hands. 

And  it  is  believed  that  the  railroads  of  Illinois,  by  being  brought  into  op- 
eration at  so  early  a  day,  will  not  very  materially  affect  any  settled  inter- 
ests of  the  people.  In  the  older  States,  where  the  transportation  had, 
for  a  long  series  of  years,  been  performed  by  the  ordinary  teams  of  the 
country,  there  had  grown  up  immense  individual  interests,  with  which  the 
sudden  introduction  of  the  public  improvements  did,  for  a  time,  injuri- 
ously   conflict.     But,  in   this    State,    no   very  extensive    preparations 
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have  yet  been  made  in  reference  to  the  carrying  trade  of  the  interior; 
and  what  capital  shall  have  been  invested  in  teams  and  wagons  can  be 
transferred  to  the  purchase  and  improvement  of  real  estate,  and  brought 
into  the  most  useful  of  all  applications — the  cultivation  of  the  soil. 
Audit  is  thought  that  agricultural  pursuits,  with  a  ready  and  certain 
market,  will  be  the  most  profitable,  as  they  are  the  most  honorable,  in 
Illinois. 

Under  all  these  considerations,  and  numerous  others  that  might  be 
alluded  to,  it  can  scarcely  be  doubted  that  it  will  be  the  interest  of  the 
agricultural  portion  of  the  community,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
give  their  business  of  transportation  to  the  railroads;  and  that  there  is 
every  just  reason  to  believe  that  the  railroads  will  be  resorted  to  for  the 
purpose  of  transporting  the  great  mass  of  the  exports  as  well  as  the 
imports  of  the  State. 

Your  committee  have  thus  endeavored  to  show  that  the  prospective 
revenue  of  the  State,  and  of  the  public  works,  will  be  sufficient  to  carry 
on,  complete,  and  sustain  the  system,  without  the  necessity  of  resorting 
to  burdensome  taxation  on  the  people;  and  that  as  this  and  the  neigh- 
boring States  and  Territories  increase  in  popu'ation  and  improvements, 
the  works  must,  from  the  geographical  position  of  the  State,  and  the 
prospective  business  on  them,  yield  a  handsome  revenue.  But  it  is  not 
with  the  sole  prospect  of  revenue  that  a  system  of  public  works  should 
be  undertaken  by  the  State.  There  is  a  higher  standard  by  which  their 
value  should  be  estimated.  If  this  system  should  be  calculated  to  in- 
duce an  immense  influx  of  industrious  and  enterprising  emigrants  to  our 
borders — to  cause  the  wide  and  beautiful  domains  of  this  State  to  teem 
with  population,  and  to  be  filled  with  improvements — if  property  shall 
be  advanced  in  value — if  incalculable  savings  to  an  industrious  people, 
in  time  and  in  the  costs  of  the  transportation  of  imports  and  exports, 
should  result  from  it — if  information  of  the  state  of  markets  and  gen- 
eral intelligence  should  be  constantly  kept  up  and  widely  diffused 
amongst  the  people  by  means  of  the  railroads — if  social  intercourse  and 
domestic  happiness,  should  be  promoted  by  means  of  the  safe  and  rapid 
transit  of  absent  relatives  and  friends — if  an  immense  loss  in  human  life 
and  of  property,  yearly  occurring  by  steamboat  accidents  on  our  rivers, 
should  be  avoided — if  the  reputation  of  the  State  should  be  advanced  at 
home  and  abroad — and  if  numerous  other  benefits  which  the  system 
promises  shoujd  be  realized  from  it — then  your  committee  believe  that 
all  these  considerations  should  likewise  enter  into  the  account  when  the 
calculations  of  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  the  system  are  made; 
and  that  they  should  go  far  to  remove  the  objections  of  its  opponents, 
and  to  determine  its  real  value  to  the  State. 

The  present  is  emphatically  an  age  of  improvements;  and  their  on- 
ward march  is  a  theme  of  the  deepest  interest  to  the  philanthropist  and 
statesman.  The  country  or  community  that  folds  its  arms  and  stands 
still,  amidst  the  general  progress  of  improvements  that  pervade  the 
world,  will  soon  be  left  behind,  to  regret  that  want  of  foresight  that  im- 
pelled their  successful  competitors  on  to  greatness. 
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The^astonishing  applications  of  science  to  the  arts  of  life,  within  the 
last  few  years,  have  either  produced,  or  they  have  been  the  effect  of  a 
moral  ievclution  in  the  civilized  world.  During  the  close  of  the  ISth, 
and  the  commencement  of  the  19th  century,  the  energies  and  produc- 
tive usefulness  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  male  population  of  Europe 
were  wasted  in  wars.  Almost  countless  millions  were  expended;  and 
an  incalculable  destruction  of  human  life,  at  its  season  of  greatest  activi- 
ty and  usefulness  was  thus  occasioned.  No  relict  of  this  vast  ex- 
penditure of  life  and  money  was  left  to  benefit  posterity  and  add  to  the 
common  stock  of  human  happiness.  But  on  the  contrary,  distress  and 
ruin,  and  pauperism  hung  as  an  incubus  on  the  industry  of  the  succeed- 
ing generation. 

The  continued  peace  of  Europe,  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  has 
removed  the  checks  on  population  and  productive  industry  which 
had  prevailed  for  a  long  preceding  period.  The  immediate  consequence 
of  this  State  of  things  is,  that  the  arts  of  peace  have  been  more  exten- 
sively cultivated;  population  has  rapidly  increased;  and  by  the  economy 
of  machinery,  the  products  of  human  labor  and  invention  have  been  as- 
tonishingly augmented. 

Although  the  United  States,  during  the  wars  of  Europe,  enjoyed  the 
neutral  carrying  trade  of  the  bclligerant  nations,  by  which  great  profits 
were  derized;  yet  it  is  net  difficult  to  perceive  that  this  country  has 
been  recently  more  extensively  benefitted  by  the  pacific  relations 
of  the  Old  World. 

The  producing  classes  of  society,  in  a  time  of  peace,  are  constantly  on 
the  increase,  and  the  savings  of  their  labor  form  the  substantial  capital 
of  all  countries.  These  savings  of  the  peaceful  labors  of  Europe  are 
continually  tending  to  amass  an  amount  of  surplus  capital,  which  can- 
not find  employment  there.  Notwithstanding  extended  and  costly  pro- 
jects of  internal  improvements,  in  Great  Brittain  and  on  the  continent 
of  Europe,  have  recently  been  undertaken  and  prosecuted;  yet  labor 
and  capital  are  still  abundant;  and  money  increases  faster  than  invest- 
ments can  be  made.  New  and  varied  schemes  for  the  promotion  of  hu- 
man happiness  are  daily  springing  up;  and  are  scarcely  projected^  be- 
fore we  hear  of  their  completion.  What  were  the  prophetic  phantoms 
of  yesterday  are  the  sober  realities  of  to-day;  so  rapid  is  the  transition 
from  design  to  execution.  Yet,  with  all  this  apparent  demand  for  capi- 
tal, money  in  Europe  is  extremely  abundant  and  cheap. 

Perhaps  there  never  has  been  a  period,  since  the  time  that  Columbus 
presented  the  trophies  of  his  discoveries  at  the  feet  of  his  sovereigns,  to 
the  present  time,  that  the  American  continent  was  regarded  with  more 
interest  by  the  commercial  States  of  Europe. ;  The  trade  and  friend- 
ship of  the  United  States  are  universally  desired,  and  our  credit,  as  a  peo- 
ple, stands  high  and  unimpeached.  The  securities  of  the  States,  and  of 
incorporations,  are  held  by  capitalists  abroad  to  an  immense  amount,  and 
still  the  bonds  of  the  American  States  are  in  demand,  and  in  high  repute. 

The  object  of  your  committee  in  this  apparent  digression  from  their  sub- 
ject, is  to  direct  attention  to  the  causes  which  have  produced  the  pres- 
ent general  condition  of  the  money  market;  and  for  the  purpose-of  show- 
ing the  probability  of  there  being  no  disappointment  in  obtaining  loans 
to  carry  on  the  public  works.     The  committee  believe  these  causes  to  be 
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permanent,  and  will  continue  to  be  immensely  productive  of  surplus 
capital  so  long  as  they  continue  to  operate.  And  they  believe,  too, 
that  the  only  limit  of  the  credit  of  the  State  will  be  found  in  an  injudi- 
cious application  of  her  funds  to  a  wasteful  expenditure  on  works  of 
cosily  construction,  for  embellishment  rather  than  utility.  But  so  long 
as  a  judicious  economy  is  persevered  in,  and  useful  works  of  internal 
improvement  are  being  extended  to  develope  the  resources  of  the  re- 
motest regions  of  the  State,  and  to  accommodate  and  enrich  the  people, 
and  bring  into  active  operation  all  the  latent  elements  of  wealth  with 
which  our  State  abounds,  her  credit  will  never  suffer  in  the  estimation 
of  intelligent  capitalists. 

In  the  judgment  of  your  committee,  the  State  has  nothing  to  dread,  but 
every  thing  to  encourage  her  in  prosecuting,  with  becoming  vigor,  the 
great  enterprise  before  her. 

In  commencing  a  system  of  public  works,  the  State  of  Illinois  marks 
out  no  new  and  untrodden  path.  She  has  before  her  the  bright  exam- 
ples of  many  of  her  sister  States,  and  a1 1  the  benefit  of  their  experience. 
But  like  them,  too,  she  must  expect  to  encounter  discouragements.  She 
must  contend  with  the  opposition  of  acknowledged  opponents,  and  the  dis- 
pondency  of  friends.  The  wisest  heads  and  the  purest  hearts  were  found 
honestly  arrayed  against  the  policy  of  a  Clinton  in  projecting  and  executing 
the  great  canal  system  of  New  York.  Some  of  the  most  useful  and  profita- 
ble public  works  in  this  country!  date  the  darkest  period  of  their  whole 
history  on  the  very  eve  of  the  bright  developments  of  their  true  value. 
For  instance,  a  portion  of  the  original  projectors  of  the  Lehigh  canal 
became  discouraged,  and  sold  out  their  interest  at  a  loss,  just  before  the 
stock  arrived  at  its  present  high  value.  It  is  a  matter  of  notoriety,  also, 
that  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Company  were  solicitous,  until  re- 
cently, that  Congress  should  take  the  work  off  their  hands  as  a  National 
work,  apprehending  it  would  become  burdensome.  But  now  the  slock 
of  the  company  is  valuable. 

So  the  estimates  made  of  the  probable  value  and  practicability 
of  public  works,  and  of  the  great  improvements  of  the  age,  have  gen- 
erally been  underrated  by  their  projectors  and  advocates.  In  one  of 
the  early  estimates  of  the  probable  tonnage  of  the  Schuylkill  canal,  in 
Pennsylvania,  is  found  "ten  thousand  bushels  of  coal  per  year."  Yet 
this  canal,  in  1 837,  sent  down  523,000  tons  of  this  article,  and  the  amount 
is  annually  on  the  increase. 

Within  the  last  five  years,  one  of  the  most  scientific  engineers  and 
writers  on  the  use  and  power  of  steam-engines  in  England,  ventured  an 
opinion,  before  a  committee  of  the  British  Parliament,  unfavorable  to  the 
practicability  of  the  steam  navigation  of  the  Atlantic.  Yet  we  now  see 
the  fallacy  of  this  opinion;  and  now  can  feel  the  State  pride  to  wit- 
ness the  inventions  of  a  Fulton  successfully  applied  in  expediting  the 
commerce  of  the  world.  And  perhaps  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
the  vessels,  laden  at  the  docks  of  Liverpool,  will  discharge  their  cargoes 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio. 

Your  committee  are  fully  aware  that  serious  apprehensions  arc  felt 
by  many  ardent  friends  of  internal  improvement,  that  the  system  adopt- 
ed in  Illinois  is  too  large  for  the  means  of  the  State.  But,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  committee,  it  should  be  regarded  in   view  of  its  aggregate 
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cost,  and  not  as  to  its  extent  in  miles.  For  if  the  peculiar  adaptation  of 
the  face  of  our  State  to  the  construction  of  roads  renders  it  practicable 
to  construct  a  greater  extent  of  improvements  for  the  same  sum  of 
money  than  would  be  required  for  a  much  more  limited  extent  in  other 
countries,  it  forms  an  additional  argument  in  favor  of  the  system. 

One  of  the  highest  calculations  made  by  the  opponents  of  the  system 
of  its  probable  cost,  is  $20,000,000;  which  sum  will  be  due  and  payable 
after  the  year  1870.  If  the  value  of  the  aggregate  property  in  the 
State,  in  the  year  1856,  should  be  300,000,000  of  which  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  then  68  cents  on  a  dollar  would  liquidate  the  whole  debt,  at 
that  time,  in  one  single  payment.  That  a  much  greater  proportion  of 
the  value  of  this  property  than  at  the  rate  of  61  cents  to  the  dollar,  or 
its  one-fifteenth  part,  will  have  been  produced  by  the  construction  of  the 
works,  your  committee  think  will  not  be  questioned.  Then  where  are  to 
be  found  the  ruinous  and  disastrous  consequences  of  the  system,  which 
some  apprehend?  All  seem  to  admit  the  propriety  of  establishing  some 
system  of  internal  improvements;  and  if  this  is  really  admitted,  where  is 
the  citizen  who  would  object  to  pledging  not  exceeding  6§  cents  on  the 
dollar  to  secure  the  capital  necessary  to  carry  out  such  a  system?  A 
person  who  would  borrow  a  sum  not  exceeding  one-fifteenth  of  his  estate, 
to  be  expended  in  the  improvement  of  the  remaining  fourteen-fifteenths, 
could  not  justly  be  charged  with  imprudence  in  the  ordinary  transac- 
tions of  life.  Then  who  will  recoil  at  the  idea  of  leaving  this  debt  of  6§ 
cents  to  the  dollar  for  posterity  to  liquidate? 

But  in  the  event  of  the  prosecution  of  the  system  under  the  provisions 
of  the  present  laws,  the  internal  improvement  debt,  that  we  shall  hand 
down  to  posterity,  will  not  be  payable  until  after  the  year  1870. 

In  legislating  for  the  people  on  whom  the  payment  of  this  debt  will 
devolve,  it  unquestionable  is  wisdom  to  endeavor  to  keep  in  view  their 
probable  condition  and  resources  to  meet  these  liabilities.  In  doing  this, 
we  can  only  judge  of  the  future  by  the  past.  Near  one  century  will 
then  have  elapsed  since  the  day  that  gave  birth  to  the  political  existence 
of  the  mighty  empire  of  States,  amongst  which,  Illinois  must  then  stand 
a  conspicuous  member.  When  that  eventful  day  dawned  on  this  conti- 
nent it  found  only  a  few  weak  and  oppressed  colonies,  clustered  along 
the  Atlantic  shore.  All  the  vast  region  that  stretched  out  to  the  west, 
and  especially  the  tract  of  country  which  now  forms  the  northwestern 
States  and  Territories,  and  which  is  destined  soon  to  become  the  gran- 
ary of  the  Republic,  was  then  a  wild  and  uncultivated  wilderness.  Pow- 
erful and  warlike  tribes  of  savages  peopled  this  vast  domain;  and  over 
the  beautiful  prairies  of  Illinois,  there  roamed,  in  countless  herds,  the 
elk  and  buffalo. 

It  is  easy  to  pursue  the  retrospect  of  the  past;  but  what  sanguine' tem- 
perament will  dare  attempt  to  describe  the  contrast  that  a  century  will 
have  produced  on  this  continent?  Who  will  venture  an  estimate  of  the 
number  of  independent  freemen  in  Illinois,  that  will  hail  the  first  centen- 
nial anniversary  of  American  freedom?  Where  will  then  be  found,  on 
the  fertile  plains  of  our  State,  the  least  remaining  vestige  of  the  Indi- 
an's sepulchre  that  the  white  man's  plough  will  have  spared?      What 
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transformations  in  the  humble  cabins  of  the  enterprising  pioneer,  to 
stately  dwellings,  will  then  have  been  made?  What  temples  dedicated 
to  religion,  to  science,  and  to  humanity,  will  then  have  been  erected? 
And  who  will  now  measure  the  gratitude  of  that  posterity  to  those  whose 
foresight  and  liberal  legislation  started  their  favored  Illinois,  in  the  morn- 
ing of  her  political  existence,  on  the  high  road  to  prosperity,  civiliza- 
tion, and  refinement,  in  company  with  her  sister  States? 

Entertaining  the  foregoing  views,  your  committee  have  come  to  the 
conclusions  expressed  in  the  propositions  stated  in  the  beginning  of  this 
report,  and  which  arc  respectfully  submitted  to  the  House  lor  their 
consideration. 


Ilij.  Legis.  '  "*  **"  UIthAssem. 


LETTER 


PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WORKS, 


To  the  appointment  of  an  agent  to  purchase  iron,. 


February  19,  1839. 
Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


Internal  Improvement  Office,  Feb.  1839, 
To  »he  Hon.  the  Speaker 

of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Illinois. 
Sir:  The  Board  of  Public  Works,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  said 
House,  calling  for  information  "whether  any  agent  had  been  appointed 
by  the  Board  to  purchase  railroad  iron,  &c,"  beg  leave  to  state  that  Mr. 
Peck,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for  the  seventh  judi- 
cial circuit,  was  appointed  agent  of  this  Board,  as  will  be  seen  by  a  copy 
of  an  order  hereto  annexed,  marked  A. 

By  reference  to  an  extract  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Peck,  made  to  the 
Board  in  June,  1838,  (a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,  marked  B,) 
it  Will  be  seen  what  was  done  under  said  appointment  by  said  agent. 
Np  >ther  instructions  were  given  except  those  contained  in  said  order. 
\  copy  of  the  contract  mentioned  in  the  said  report  is  herewith  sent, 
arked  G. 

The  President  of  the  Board  furnished  to  said  Peck  fifteen  hundred 
liars  to  pay  all  the  necessary  expenses  in  said  mission;  which  sum  the 
•aid  has  been  informed  has  been  credited  to  the  President  by  the 
un<l  Commissioners  upon  the  return  of  the  receipt  of  the  said  Peck 
>  their  office. 

Under  an  expectation  that  this  account  would  be  settled  with  the 
resident  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Peck  was  not  called  upon  till  to-day  for  a 
Latetncnt  of  the  account,  which  he  furnished,  and  is  as  follows,  viz: 


State  op  Illinois,  to  E.  Peck, 

To  stage  arid  steamboat  fare  from  Chicago  to  New  York, 

Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  and  back  to  Chicago           -  $131  75 

To  way  expenses  on  said  journey     ....  1650(5' 

66  days'  per  diem  at  $5      -----  330  0C 

$626  1( 


Credit. 
By  cash  received  -  $1,500  0 

The  balance  of  the  sum  unexpended  on  the  mission  as  above  has  bet 
disbursed  by  me  as  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  f 
which  I  am  prepared  to  account. 

E.  PECK. 


A. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McConnel, 
Resolved,  That  Ebenezcr  Peck,  a  member  of  this  Board,  be  appoint 
a  general  agent  of  this  Board,  and  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  proce* 
in  the  name  of  the  Board  and  of  the  State,  to  contract  for  all  the  r; 
road  iron  that  may  be  needed  for  all  the  railroads  in  said  State  that  nil 
be  put  under  contract  for  the  coming  six  months,  in  the  State  of  Illinc 
and  that  he  be  authorized  to  negotiate  for  said  iron,  by  receiving  pro 
sals  or  otherwise. 


B. 

"As  the  agent  of  the  Board,  the  undersigned  visited  several  of 
eastern  cities  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  for  the  purchase  of  railr 
iron.  The  success  of  his  efforts  will  appear  by  the  accompanj 
agreement,  signed  by  Messrs.  Boorman,  Johnston  &  Co. 

"At  the  time  of  making  of  this  arrangement,  a  majority  of  the  B< 
of  Fund  Commissioners  were  at  New  York,  and  it  was  agreed  betw 
us  that  they  should  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  paying 
parties  who  were  to  furnish  the  iron;  but  I  am  informed  that,  owing 
some  differences  of  opinion  between  the  Fund  Commissioners  and 
contracting  parties,  no  arrangement  for  the  payment  of  the  cost  of 
iron  has  been  effected.  It  will  therefore  remain  lor  the  Board  to  t- 
action  upon  the  subject." 
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c. 

New  York,  April  24,  1838. 
benezer  Peck,  Esq. 

One  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works. 
Sir:  We  understand  you  wish  to  make  arrangements  for  purchasing 

>  England,  and  importing  to  New  Orleans,  for  account  of  the  State  of 
nois,  the  necessary  railroad  iron,  splicing-plates,  and  spikes  or  nails, 
•  two  hundred  and  thirty -six  miles  of  railroad  single  track;  and  that 
;  said  iron  is  to  be  of  the  usual  best  kind  of  iron  used  for  the 
rpose  of  railroads,  and  the  flat  bars  to  be  two  inches  and  the  fourth  of 
inch  in  width,  and  five-eighths  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  to  be  manu- 
ctured  with  bevel  or  scarf  joinings,  with  holes  to  receive  spikes  nine- 
teenths of  an  inch  in  di.tmeter,  well  and  sufficiently  counter-sunk  for 
je  reception  of  the  spike  heads;  the  bars  to  be  perforated  at  each  end 
id  at  intervals  not  exceeding  fifteen  inches  asunder. 
That  you  wish  the  execution  of  the  order  to  be  commenced  as  soon  as 
acticable,  and  the  whole  quantity  to  be  shipped  from  Liverpool  or 
rales  by  the  31st  December,  1839. 

The  iron  to  be  shipped  for  New  Orleans  consigned  to  order,  and  bills 
'  lading  to  be  handed  by  us  to  such  agent  as  you  may  direct.  Each 
tipment  made,  to  contain,  as  nearly  as  convenient,  the  proper  relative 
-oportion  of  bars,  plates,  and  nails. 

On  satisfactory  arrangements  being  made  with  us  for  payment,  which 
e  understand  you  leave  to  be  done  by  the  Funding  Commissioners  of 
our  State,  we  are  willing  to  undertake  the  execution  of  this  order,  and 
i  engage  that  the  same  shall  be  duly  contracted  for  in  England,  and 
lipped  on  similar  terms  and  conditions  on  which  we  are  now  executing 
i  order  for  your  State,  under  an  agreement  with  Chas.  Oakley,  Esq. 
'hese  are: — 

1st.  We  will  transmit  the  needful  orders  to  our  correspondent  in  Li- 
3rpool,  to  contract  for  the  iron  to  be  delivered  on  board  ship  in  Wales 
r  Liverpool,  (as  may  be  found  most  advantageous,)  and  to  procure 
•eightage  for  the  same  to  New  Orleans;  and  on  condition  that  no  risk  or 
•spo visibility  attaches  to  the  Stale  till  the  safe  arrival  of  the  iron  at  New  Or- 
•ans;  when  the  amount  of  cost,  with  insurance,  is  to  become  due  in  New 
rork,  twenty  days  thereafter,  at  the  current  exchange  on  London  at 
ach  time. 

2d.  We  engage  to  employ  an  agent  in  Liverpool,  who  shall  manage 
ie  business  in  all  respects  on  the  most  advantageous  terms,  at  a  charge 
f  o.ily  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount  oj  the  contract  price  for  the  iron,  and 
vo  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  freight  for  procuring  and  hiring 

vessels,  if  the  iron  is  shipped  from  Wales. 

I   3d.  Our  compensation  for  transacting  the   business  is  to  be  five  per 

cent,  on  the  amount  to  be  charged  and  paid  on  each  shipment  as  the 

<ost  of  the  same  is  settled. 

In  respect  to  the  proposed  condition  of  making  the  contracts  subject 

'o  inspection  of  the  iron  in.  New  Orleans,  that  is  wholly  impracticable* 
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The  description  given  by  you  is  sufficiently  definite  and  explicit;  andf 
the  condition,  that  the  iron  is  to  be  "of  the  usual  best  kind  used  for  the] 
purpose  of  railroads,"  will  give  the  agent  a  right  to  reject  any  if  it  does' 
not  correspond  with  the  description. 

By  saying  above  that  this  order  is  undertaken  on  similar  terms  and 
conditions  as  that  now  executing,  let  it  be  understood  that  it  does  not  ap- 
ply  to  the  contract  price,  which  must  depend  on  the  state  of  the  market 
when  the  order  is  received  in  England. 

Yours,  respectfully, 

BOOKMAN,  JOHNSTON  &  CO. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  KINNEY, 
President  Board  of  Public  Works. 
William  Prentiss, 

Secretary  Board  of  Public  Works, 
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